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TO 


THOMAS  FOWLER,  M.  D. 

Late  Phyftcian  of  the  General  Infirmary  of  the 
. County  of  Stafford, 

MY  DEAR  S1R5 

Ttt  E fuccefs  with  which 
you  have  iriveftigated  the  properties 
and  efFefts  of  feveral  articles  of  the 
Materia  Medica,  has  conferred  on  you 
a foiid  reputation  among  your  con- 
temporaries, and  renders  this  expreilion, 
of  refpe6l  to  your  talents  peculiarly 
proper,  from  one  who  has  been  engaged 
in  iimilar  inquiries.  But,  while  I che- 
rillr  a high  eftimation  of  your  public 
chara6ler,  it  alfords  me  a peculiar  fatis- 
fa6tion  to  adhrefs  you  as  a friend ; 
alTuring  you,^  that  I feel  the  higheft 
gratification  in  tracing  back  the  various 
events  of  many  fucceeding  years,  by 

which 
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^vhich  our  friendfhip  has  been  more 
clofely  cemented,  till  it  has  acquired 
a vigour,  which  I truft  will  fufFer  no 
abatement,  and  a maturity  which  will 
never  know  a fymptom  of  decay. 

That  enlarged  Philanthropy  by 
which  your  profelTional  exertions  have 
been  aduated,  during  the  long  courfe 
of  an  ufeful  life,  will,  I am  fure,  feel 
lefs  gratified  by  the  mofl  laboured 
panegyric  on  your  various  acquire- 
ments, than  by  a tribute  paid  to  your 
fbcial  virtues  and  your  moral  .cha- 
racter. 

. ' I am.  Dear  Sir, 

With  great  refpeCl  and  regard. 

Your  faithful  and  affeCtionate  friend, 
and  obedient  fervant, 

JOHN  PEARSON, 

OciWen-Square, 

I,  x8oo. 


INTRODUCTION. 


The  various  and  difcordant  opinions 
which  have  been  adopted  and  difiTeminated  by 
different  medical  writers,  concerning  the 
efficacy  of  feveral  articles  of  the  materia 
medica,  in  the  venereal  difeafe,  have  proved' 
the  occafion  of  much  confufion  in  reafoning, 
and  of  no  lefs  inftability  in  pradtice.  It  were 
defirable  therefore,  to  attain  to  fome  degree 
of  precifion,  in  eftimating  the  qualities  of  the 
mineral  or  vegetable  productions  which  have 
been  recommended  for  the  cure  of  that  com- 
plaint; to  afeertain  whether  any  other  fub- 
ftance  than  Merciiry  be  a true  and  certain 
antidote  ; and  to  what  ends  and  purpofes  any 
of  the  numerous,  medicines  recommended 
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may  be  employed,  either  in  conjimdlion  wit^^ 
Mercury,  or  after  the  completion  of  a mer- 
curial courfe. 

My  principal  defign,  in  publithing  the  fol- 
lowing work,  is  to  communicate  the  refult  of 
my  obfervations  on  thefe  fubjefts,  with  a 
view  of  contributing  my  aid  towards  difpelling 
thofe  uncertainties  in  which  fome  important 
pra(5lical  topics  have  been  fo  long  involved. 
But,  previoufly  to  my  entering  upon  the 
fubjeft,  I fliall  offer  fome  introductory  re- 
marks, and  difplay  the  nature  of  that  evi- 
dence upon  which  many  revolutions,  in  the 
mode  of  treating  Lues  Venerea,  have  been 
either  attempted  or  a6lually  brought  about. 

2.  Towards  the  conclufion  of  the  fifteenth 
century,  this  new  and  contagious  difeafe  in- 
vaded Europe,  and  fpread  with  uncommon 
rapidity  through  its  different  kingdoms ; the 
lymptoms  which  charadterizcd  it  were  for- 
midable and  loathfome ; and  its  obflinate  and 

untraCtable 
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untra^able  -nature,  refifted  the  moft  con- 
rum  mate  medical  Ikill  of  that  period.  The 
aftonifhment  and  perplexity  excited  by  the 
ravages  of  this  hitherto  unknown  plague, 
cannot  be  afcribed,  folely,  to  the  novel  or 
uncommon  form  in  which  the  complaint 
fiiewed  itfelf ; fince  there  is  fcarcely  an  ap- 
pearance produced  by  Lues  Venerea,  which 
is  peculiar  and  appropriate  to  that  malady, 
and  which  has  not  occurred  as  a chara6ter  of 
fomc  other  difeafe.  The  mode  in  which  it  was 
moft  commonly  communicated,  the  unrelent- 
ing fury  with  which  it  proceeded  from  one 
order  of  painful  and  difgufting  fymptoms  to 
another,  and,  above  all,  the  inefficacy  of 
the  feveral  methods  of  treatment  which  were 
adopted  by  the  phylicians  and  furgeons  of 
that  period,  fumilhed  reafons  but  too  cogent, 
both  to  the  patient  and  his  medical  attendant, 
for  regarding  it  as  one  of  the  moft  deftruc- 
tive  fcourges  that  had  ever  vifited  the  human 
race. 

b 2 3,  Within 
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3.  Within  a very  fhort  fpace  of  time  after 
the  firft  appearance  of  this-  malady,  it  was 
difcovered  that  Mercury  was  capable  of  fub- 
duing  its  malignity,  and  of  curing  the  efFefts 
produced  by  the  virus  ; a difcovery  which, 
during  a fliort  time,  reftrained  the  progrefs 
of  the  difeafe,  and  alLiyed  the  apprehenfions 
of  the  afflidted. 

The  phyficians  and  furgeons  of  that  timei 
were  indeed  very  imperfectly  acquainted  with 
the  hiftory  and  peculiar  character  of  Lues 
Venerea ; and  their  knowledge  of  the  powers 
and  properties  of  the  remedy  they  had  ac- 
quired,  was  too  vague  and  indefinite  to 
conduct  them  to  a fafe  and  fuccefsful  method 
of  practice.  They  were  accufiomed  to  admi- 
nifter  the  fpecific  in  immoderate  dofes,  and 
repeated  them  at  too  fhort  intervals ; hence, 
by  fuddenly  exciting  a violent  falivation,  they 
fometimes  deftroyed  the  unfortunate  patient 
and  when  that  did  not  happen,  they  very  fre- 
quently  infliCted  calamities  on  him,  not  infe- 
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rior  to  what  might  have  been  produced  by  the 
difeafe  they  were -attempting  to  cure.* 

The  medical  praditioners  of  thofe  times 
did  not  pofTefs  a corre6l  knowledge  of  the 
quantity  of  Mercury  neceflary  to  efFe6l  a 
radical  cure ; they  had  no  diftin6t  notion  of 

* Tandem  eo  incomraodi  res  veniebat,  ut  dentium 
ufus  adimeretur,  iplis  vacillantibus,  Os  alioqui  totum 
uno  occupante  ulcere,  cibi  appetentiam,  frigefa£lo  flo- 
niacho,  & turbante  foetore,  amitterent  aegri.  Cumque 
fitis  eflet  intolerabilis,  tamen,  quod  ad  ftomachum  faceret, 
potionis  genus  nullum  inveniebatur.  Multis  ad  vertigi- 
nem,  quibufdam  ad  infaniam  ufque  infeftabatur  cere- 
brum. Tremebant  inde  non  manus  tantum,  fed  pedes 
etiam,  et  univerfum  corpus  ac  lingua  balbuiiem  trahebat, 
npnnullis  immedicabilem.  Multos  in  media  curatione 
inlerire  vidi,  et  quendam  novi  lie  medentem,  qui  tres 
una  die  viros  agricolas,  cum  intra  hypocauflum  plus 
mqup  mftuans  conclufilTet,  -ac  illi  falutis,  quam  fic 
adepturos  fe  fperabant,  ftudio  patientius  quam  par  erat 
confifterent,  donee  defedlis  per  caloris  vehementiam 
cprdibus,  mori  nou  fentirent,  mifere  jugulavit.  Alios 
vidi  intumefcenle  ad  fauces  gutture,  quum  exitum  non 
haberet  fanies  primum,  quam  in  fputo  dejici  oportuit, 
deinde  ipfe  etiam  fpiritus  fuffbeari,  quofdam  cum  mejere 
npn  poflent,  mori,  Omnino  pauci  convalueruntj  atque 
illi  hoc  periculo,  hac  amaritudine,  his  malis.  - 

Ulrichus  de  Hutten,  de  Morbo  Gallico.  Cap.  IV. 

b 3 the 
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the  length  of  time  during  which  its  medicinal 
action  ought  to  be  fupported  in  the  animal 
fyftem  ; nor  were  they  always  competent  to 
diftinguifli  between  the  proper  etfedts  of  the 
venereal  poifon,  and  the  pernicious  confe- 
quences  of  an  injudicious  pradlice. 

The  ill  fuccefs  which,  in  a great  variety  of 
intlances,  attended  the  exertions  of  the  early 
pradtitioners,  and  the  deplorable  condition  to 
w'hich  great  numbers  of  their  miferable  pa- 
tients were  reduced,  by  the  mal-adminiftration 
of  this  active  mineral,  foon  brought  their 
mode  of  treatment  into  difrepute,  and  excited 
inquiries  after  other  remedies,  lefs  uncertain 
in  their  fpecinc  qualities,  and  lefs  injurious 
to  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  difeafed, 

in  their  confequences. 

As  the  perfuafion  that  the  Lues  Venerea 
was  originally  imported  from  Hifpaniola,  in 
the  Ihip  which  brought  back  Columbus  and 
his  companions,  was  generally  adopted,  and 
as  it  was  alfo  a current  opinion,  that  this 

malady 
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malady  was  endemial  in  the  Weft- India 
Jflands,*  it  was  prefumed,  that  the  country 
whence  it  was  derived,  could  probably  furnifli 
a fafe  and  efficacious  remedy. 

4.  The  Lignum  Sanflum,  or  Guaiacum 
Wood,  was  brought  into  Europe  early  in  the 
lixteenth  century,  and  the  Decoaion  of  it 
was  declared  to  be  an  infallible  remedy  againft 
every  form  of  Lues  Venerea:  nor  were  its 
advocates  fatisfied  with  placing  it  on  an 
equality  with  Mercury;  they  averred,  that 
this  vegetable  was  capable  of  eradicating  the 
difeafe,  where  fucceffive  courfes  of  Mercury 
had  totally  failed  of  fuccefs. 

This  new  medicine  was  however  often 
fpund  to  be  inefficient  in  the  cure  of  Lues 
Venerea;  and  the  failures  which  occurred. 


* Although  this  account  of  the  origin  of  Lues 
Jenerea  .s  comn.only  received  as  authentic!  yet  I have 
dunng  n.any  ,ears,  been  accuftomed  to  controvert  Z 
opm,on  ,n  ledtures  on  that  fubjedt;  thefubftance  of 

Trelff  to  offer  to  the  public,  in  a 

T^reatife  on  the  Lues  Venerea. 
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were  fomelimes  afcribed  to  the  introduction 
of  a fpurious  kind  of  Guaiacum  Wood  ; at 
otlier  times,  to  a diminution  of  its  jnedicinal 

« 

qualities,  by  keeping  it  too  long.  Thefc  opi- 
nions excited  many  refpeCtable  men  to  enter 
into  minute  and  detailed  defcriptions  of  the 

genuine  Wood,  the  ftate  in  which  it  ought  to 

% 

be  ufed,  and  the  proper  mode  of  extracting 
its  virtues  ; and  not  a few  engaged  in  fliarp 
controverfies  on  topics  relating  to  it,  the 
greater  part  of  which,  we  now  confider  as 
frivolous,  or  abfurd.*  It  was  however  gene- 
rally admitted,  that  the  Wood  of  the  young 

\ 

trees,  when  employed  in  a recent  ftate,  had 
the  beft  claim  to  confidence ; hence,  many 
difeafed  perfons  were  induced  to  migrate  to 
the  Weft  Indies,  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of 
drinking  decoCtions  made  of  the  frefh  plant, 

^ Aphrodifiacus,  pffiam, 

Aftruc  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe. 

Demetrius  Caneuarius,  4e  Ligno  Sanflo  Comment, 


and 
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and  of  enjoying  the  other  advantages  of  what 
was  called  the  hidian  mode  of  treatment. 

The  following  curious  narrative,  will  ex- 
hibit the  nature  of  that  difcipline,  which  was 
pradifed  among  the  rude  natives  of  Saint 
Domingo. 

C’eft  fouvent  par  la  mauvaife  maniere 
d’adminiftrcr  les  remedes,  qu’on  eft  prive  de 
leurs  meilieurs  effets.  L’obfervation  fuivante 
fur  I’ufage  du  gayac  eft  des  plus  int6'ef- 
fantes.  Sa  fource  n’eft  pas  fufpedte ; c’eft 
le  recit  naif  de  deux  cures,  rapportees  par 
un  temoin,  fans  prevention,  qui  n’etoit  pas 
homme  de  I’Art,  8z:  qui  pretendoit,  ou  qu’on 
n’apportoit  pas  en  France  le  vrai  gayac  ; ou 
qu’on  ignoroit  la  methode  de  s’en  fervir. 
Void  le  fait  tel  qu’on  le  lit  dans  les  diverfes 
^ lecons  dc  Loys  Guy  on,  Dolois,  Sieur  de  la 
Mauche,  Confeiller  du  Roi  en  fes  Finances 
au  Limofin.  Lyon;  1625.  Livre  IV.  Chap.  V. 
Page  610.^ 
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“ Moi  etant  a Paris,  Pan  1553,  j’avois 
“ grande  familiarite  avec  deux  jeunes  Adole- 
fcences,  enfans  de  ladite  Ville,  tous  deux 
de  bonnes  & illuftres  maifons,  defquels  je 
tairai  les  noms,  qui  fe  trouyerent  infeftes 
de  cette  contagion  venerienne,  parce  que 
le  plus  fouvent  elle  fe  prend  par  paillardife, 
a6le  deflionnete,  & par  confequent  honteufe, 
“ laquelle  ils  celerent  tant  de  temps  qu’ils 
“ purent' 

Enfin  la  maladie  fe  fit  connoitre  par  la 
pelade,  par  puftules  rouges  qui  leur  vinrent 

I 

au  front,  douleurs  au  milieu  des  os,  tant 
“ des  bras,  janibes,  cuifles,  epaules,  que  fur 
le  devant  de  la  tete,  les  nuits  jufqu’a 
“ environ  Paube  du  jour,  & autres  fignes, 
comme  la  douleur  au  gofier,  ne  pouvant 
“ bien  avaler  la  viande.  Les  parens  les 
mirent  entre  les  mains  de  Medecins  & de 
•■f  Chirurgiens  bien  experimentes,  qui  y firent 
“ tout  ce  que  PArt  permettoit : mais  ils  ne 
“ guerirent  pourtant.  Pour  la  feconde  fois, 

furent 
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furent  appell^s  d’autres  Medqcins  a cette 
cure,  qui  y appliquerent  tout  leur  ffavoir, 
liiais  en  vain : & au  contraire  cette  maladie 
s’empiroit,  & fe  faifoit  des  tophes  & nodo- 
files  a la  partie  anterieure  de  leur  tete, 
& aux  os  des  bras,  cuifiTes'  & jambes, 
avec  douleurs  nodturnes  infupportables : & 

t 

comme  la  nuit  s’approchoit,  & durant  icelle, 
crioient  & fe  plaignoient  incellamment,  tant 
que  les  voifins  les  entendoient  fe  lamenter 
**  de  tons  cotes,  a caufe  de  quoi,  leurs  corps 
devinrent  fees ; ces  deux  jeunes  hommes 
''  etoient  de  complexion  different,  & avoient 
neanmoins  les  memes  fymptomes,  ce  que 
les  Medecins  jugeoient  etre  fort  extraor- 
dinaire. 

Enfin,  ces  adolefcens  apres  avoir  beaucoup 
fouftert  de  maux  de  peines  & d’angoifles, 
tant  par  les  Medecins  & Chirurgiens,  que 
par  empyriques' qui  les  avoient  gouv ernes, 
que  dll  propre  mal ; apres  avoir  fait  beau- 
**  coup  de  depenfes,  & ennuye  leurs  parens, 

furent 
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furent  laifTes  comme  incurables,  & en  etat 
de  ne  pouvoir  jamais  plus  vivre  fainement, 
H & eullent  fort  delire  que  la  mort  les  eut 
faifis.  Les  chofes  etant  en  tels  termes, 
Die-u  eut  compaffion  d’eux  & de  leur 
parens.  Le  Sieur  de  Chantonnay,  gentil- 
homme  Bourguignon,  de  la  Franche-Comte, 
i*.  fut  envoye  par  le  Roi  d’Efpagne  en 
Ambaliade  par  devers  Charles  IX.  Roi  de 
France,  qui  lors  fe  tenoit  ordinairement  a 
Paris;  ledit  AmbaflTadeur,  qui  fut  informe 
•ii  du  cas  de  ces  jeunes  gens,  dit  qu’il 
avoit  vu  en  Bourgogne,  en  Allemagne,  en 
. Flandre,  en  Italic,  & en_Efpagne,  plufieurs 
« vei'oles  quiavoient  ete  traites  inefficacement, 
& qui  avoient  ete  chercher  leur  guerifon 
radicale  en  Amerique,  & allcgua  fpeciale- 
ment  I’exemple  d’un  lien  Secretaire. 

D’apres  cetavis,  ils  allerent  s’embarquer 
en  Efpagne,  pour  palTer  a I’llle  de  Saint 
Domingue. 


“ La 
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La  les  Medecins  du  Viceroi  furetit  d avis 
qu’ils  pafTaflent  en  une  autre  ifle  qu’oh 
appelle  S.  Jean  au  Port  Riche,  ou  lei 
femmes  font  fort  entendues  a guerir  cettti 
Maladie.  Voici  le  traiteriifent  qu’oh  lehf 
fit  dans  une  cabanne  de  fauvage,  fobs  la 
**  direftion  d’une  femme  du  pays. 

Elle  caflbit  & fendoit  avec  fes  dents  dfe’ 
petits  tronfons  de  jeune  arbre  de  gayaCj  St 
**  les  faifoit  bouiller  dans  un  Vaifleau  de  terf^ 
**  fans  couverture.  Elle  leur  faifoit  boire  thus 
les  matins  une  chopine  de  cette  d6cb6lioh, 
“ en  deux  bu  trois  fois ; puis  les  faifoit  pro- 
merler,  exercer  a Peferime,  ou  bien  alloierit" 
travailler  a une  mine  d’or,  qui  n’etait  gueres 
” loin  dll  village,  I’efpace  de  deux  bcufes : 
*•  puis  venoient,-  etaht  pleiris  de  fuehr,  a la 
**  maifon,  & changeoient  feulem'ent  de  che- 
mife  ; puis  les  faifoit  diner,  ne  bnvanf  que 
de  I’eau  de  pluie  puifee  dans  une  m’aff-e. 

Sur  les  trois  heures  apres  midi,  bn  leur 
**  faifoit  boire  autant  de  gayac,  comme  aci’ 

matin  ; 
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matin]  & faire  le  meme  exercice ; & fans 
autre  ceremonie  ni  remede,  fe  trouverent 
eriti6rement  gueris  dans  fix  femaines  ; fans 
autre  inconvenient,  que  d’avoir  les  gencives 
enflees  & enflammees ; ce  dont  ils  gnefi- 
rent  incontinent,  apres  qu’on  les  eut  fait 
faigner,  en  les  piquant  en  plufieurs  endroits 
**  avec  iin  bs  de  poifibn  fort  pointu.  Les 
**  nodofites  qu’ils  avoient  aux  os  difparurent ; 
toutes  les  douleiirs  nodturnes  ceflerent  dans 
quinze  jours  ; I’appetit  leur  revint ; enfin 
toils  les  accidens  fe  difiiperent ; ils  retour- 
**  nerent  fains  en  Efpagne,  puis  a Paris. 
L’un]  fils  de  Maitre  des  Comptes,  eft  devenu 
Olficier  aux  Finances  i I’autre  a rendu  de 
grandes  fervices  au  Roi  es  dernieres  guerres 
« de  rUnion,  dans  la  profefiion  des  armes. 

II  faut  que  I’afbre  foit  jeune  & tendre:  on 
**  ne  nous  en  apporte  que  du  vieil.”  Louis, 
Parallele  des  Traitemens,  &c.  Chap,  II. 

5.  The  experience  of  a few  years,  taught 
the  medical  practitioners  of  the  fixteenth 

century. 
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century,  that  the  Lignum  Guaiaci  was  not  aii 
infallible  antidote  agaihft  Lues  Venerea;  and 
the  frequent  proofs  which  occurred  of  its 
infutficiency,  led  them  to  inquire  after  other 
vegetable  remedies.  Accordingly,  about  the 
middle  of  the  fame  century,  firft  the  China 
Root,  and  then  the  Sarfaparilla  Root,  were 
brought  into  Europe,  with  the  molt  politive 
and  refpe<5table  atteltations  of  their  fuperior 
efficacy  in  venereal  complaints. 

The  Guaiacum  Wood,  however,  was  not 
abfolutely  fuperfeded  by  the  arrival  of  thefe 
competitors  ; for  the  three  vegetable  fpecifics, 
as  they  were  termed,  were  adminiftered, 
fometimes  feparately,  and  often  in  conjunc- 
tion, to  great  multitudes  of  infedted  perfons ; 
and,  as  the  writers  of  that  period  alTufe  us, 
with  the  molt  diltinguilhed  advantage.  But, 
although  this  method  of  treating  the  difeafe, 
prevailed  during  many  years;  yet  the  ufe 
of  Mercury  was  not  abfolutely  laid  alide, 
even  by  thofe  who  were  the  llrongeft  advo- 
cates 
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cates  for  thefe  new  medicines ; and  many 
eminent  men,  who  flourifhed  at  that  time, 
were  fo  far  from  concurring  in  the  general 
opinion,  refpefting  Guaiacum  Wood,  China 
Root,  and  SarlaparillaRoot,  that  they  regarded 
them  as  uncertain,  or  even  nugatory,  in  vene- 
real cafes  ; and  they  infilled  on  the  propriety 
of  confiding  in  Mercury  alone,  for  the  radical 
cure  of  Syphilis.* 

6.  Amidft  the  feveral  difcordant  opinions 
which  have  been  maintained  and  defended, 
concerning  the  moll  fuccefsful  mode  of  treat- 
ing Lues  Venerea,  the  fortunes  of  Mercury 
have  been  various  and  flu6luating.  With  a 
certain  proportion  of  medical  pradlitioners, 
it  maintained  a Heady  and  undiminilhed  repu- 
tation : by  many,  it  was  difparaged  and  under- 
valued, as  a mineral  pofiefied  of  no  decided 
efficacy  ; and,  by  feme  the  adminiftration  of 
it  was  exploded  altogether.  Even  in  the  time 

* Braflavolus,  Bayrus,  Rondeletius,  &c. 
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?>f  Morgagni,*  this  medicine  was  interdidled 
by  Tome  of  the  moft  eminent  phyficians  in 
Italy ; and  ftrong  prejudices  againll  the  ufe 
of  it  fubfifted,  according  to  the  tellimony  of 
Murray,  fo  late  as  the  middle  of  the  prefent 
century.f 

How  far  reafori,  or  fathidn,  or  caprice,  was 
predominant  in  conducing  to  fuch  a determi- 
nation, I prefume  not  to  decide ; certain  it  is, 

* Meminl,  cum  ego  adolofcentulus  Bononlam  petii, 
ufqiie  adeo  jam  defertum  utrumque  Mercurii  ufum,  ut 
annis  o£lo  quos  ibi  raedicinas  Jdudio  tribiii,  ne  unum 
quidem  audiverim  medicum,  nedum  viderim,  alterutra 
rationem  utentem ; — Quibus  Jgitur  praeftantiffimos  illos 
mbdicos  vidifti,  inquis,  remediis  uteMes  contra  Vene- 
ream  Luem  ? Nimirum  decoftis  five  pervulgata,  idque  , 
ut  plurimum  ratione  datis,  five  alia  quam  Valfalvae,  nec 
raro,  in  afu  fuifTe,  vidi. 

Morgagni  de  fed  & Caufis  Morb.  Lib.  IV.  Ep.  58. 

f Adhucdum  Florentiae  iri  Nofocomlo  incurabilium' 
ad  folum  Gualaci  lignum  & Sarfaparillae  radicem,  tan- 
quam  ad  facram  anchoram  medici  confugiant,  & in 
Nofocomiis  Hetruriae  plurimis  lege  ufus  Mercurii  fit 
interdidus. 

Appar.  Med.  Tom.  Ill, 

C that 
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that  notwithftahding  the  puny  clamours  of  ig- 
norance, the  crafty  difcourfe  of  interelled  eni- 
piricifm,  and  even  the  imperious  voice  of 
authority.  Mercury  continues  to  this  day  the 
medicine  commonly  employed,  and  alone 
relied  oni  in  all  truly  venereal  cafes.  And; 
although  there  are  many  who  pretend  to  ex- 
clude it  from  their  noftrums,  yet  their  perfi- 
dious declarations  are  occafionally  betrayed 
by  the  falivating  qualities  of  that  mineral, 
which,  in  defiance  of  every  difguife  and  com- 
bination, will  fometimes  appear,  to  the  detec- 
tion of  the  impoftor.* 

7.  In  afierting  the  preference  due  to  Mer- 
cury, as  an  antivenereal  remedy,  before  all 

* Mr.  Bromfeild,  fpeakiilg  of  thefe  noftrum -mongers, 
6bferves,  that  “ many  of  them  are  happily  furniflied 
“ with  a never  failing  diet  drink,  that  cures  the  Evil, 
Leprofy,  Lues,  &C.  and  declare  they  never  give  a 
“ grain  of  Mercury  ; yet  we  find  by  the  ftate  of  the 
“ patient’s  mouth,  or  bowels,  that  accident  a little  of 
“ the  Corrosive  Sublimate  had  slipped  in^  unknown  to  the 
**  preparer'' 

Bromfeild  on  the  Night-Shade,  &c.  P.  79. 

Others 
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others  yet  introduced  into  pradtice,  I neither 
intend  to  deny,  nor  to  conceal,  that  real  in- 
conveniencies  are  fometimes  connected  with 
the  adminiftration  of  that  medicine.  There 
are  certain  peculiarities  of  conftitution,  where 
.its  irritating  qualities  predominate  over  its 
medical  ones,  and  where  the  mode  of  its 
agency  feems  rather  calculated  to  diftrefs  the 
patient,  and  to  injure  the  health,  than  to 
remove  the  difeafe  for  which  it  is  exhibited : 
hence,  it  were  highly  defirable  to  acquire  a 
medicine  equally  potent  as  an  antivenereal, 
and  not  pofleffing  certain  a6tive . properties 
peculiar  to  that  mineral.  But  this  conceflion 
forms  no  valid  objection  againft  Mercury  ex- 
clufively. 

There  are  other  articles  of  the  materia 
medica,  which  produce  ill  effeds  on  the  ani- 
mal fyftem,  even  when  adminiftered  with  the 
Titmoft  Ikill  and  judgment.  It  is  fufficiently 
known,  that  Antimony,  Ipecacuanha,  Peru- 
vian Bark,  Opium,  Digitalis,  Rhubarb,  Mag- 

c 2 nefia. 


XX 


INTRODUCTIOK. 


nefia.  Honey,  &c.  when  brought  into  confix 
with  certain  idiofyncrafies,  will  excite  great 
and  lerious  mifchief ; the  primary  and  diredt 
efFe(5l  of  thefe  medicines,  on  one  or  more  parts 
of  the  animal  fyftem,  militating  abfolutely 
againft  ^their  medicinal  qualities.  But,  ex- 
ceptions of  this  kind  make  no  impreflions 
upon  the  minds  of  confiderate  men,  unfa- 
vourable to  the  generally  acknowledged  merits 
of  thefe  drugs : they  note  the  particular  in- 
Itances,  and  fubftitute  other  medicines  in  their 
Head,  which  polTefs  qualities  correfponding  to 
the  indication. 

The  with  which  I'  have  exprefled,  that 
another  medicine  could  be  found,  on  which- 
reliance  could  be  placed,  for  the  cure  of  Lues 
Venerea,  does  in  no  wife  fpring  from  any 
diftruft  of  the  fufficiency  of  Mercury  ; it  ori- 
ginates merely  from  the  fame  fource  which 
would  induce  me  to. defire,  that  the  means  of 
remedying  every  form  of  human  mifery,'were 
abundantly  multiplied. 

f 

I regard 
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I regard  every  effort  ufed  to  increafe  the 
flore  of  iifeful  medicines,  as  highly  merito- 
rious ; and,  notwithftanding  my  firm  perfua- 
fion  of  the  fafety,  efficacy,  and  pre-eminency 
of  Mercury,  in  all  cafes  truly  venereal,  yet 
I tliould  be  guilty  of  a very  perverfe  and 
eontradfed  mode  of  thinking,  were  I to  oppofe 
the  introdu(5lion  of  another  fpecific,  or  cenfure 
the  experiments  made  to  afcertain  its  intrinfic 
merits.  Scarcely  any  new  medicine  has 
been  propofed  during  the  laft  twenty  years,  of 
which  I have  not  made  fome  trial;  and,  fo 
far  am  I from  being  difcouraged  by  ill 
fuccefs,  that  I am  at  this  time  employed  in 
making  experiments  with  two  preparations, 
as  unpromifing  a priori,  in  my  opinion,  as 
any  that  have  been  ever  made  the  fubje6t  of 
inquiry.* 

Thefe  are,  an  oxide  of  Coppei^,  and  an  oxide  of 
Iron.  When  I have  afcertained  their  merits,  and  the 
moft  eligible  methods  of  preparing  them,  I defign  to 
communicate  the  refult  of  my  obfervations  to  the  public. 

s 
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There  is,  however,  I conceive,  a point 
beyond  which  experiments  ought  not  to  be 
urged  ; there  are  cafes  where  no  hazard  ought 
to  be  incurred,  by  following  dubious  methods 

t 

of  treatment,  when  a certain  and  efficient 
mode  of  practice  is  already  well  eflabliffied : 
much  lefs  is  it  warrantable,  from  the  real  or 

i * 

fuppofed  difeovery  of  a new  medicine,  to 

attempt  to  explode,  or  even  to  depreciate  the 

1 

ufe  of  a remedy  which  has  been  fan6tioned 

i 

by  the  concurrent  experience  of  three  centu- 
ries. 

What  number  of  fpecific  medicines  may 

c 

yet  lie  concealed  among  the  arcana  of  nature, 
can  form  no  proper  fubje6t  of  conje6lure ; 
but,  that  Mercury  is  as  indubitable  a fpecific 
againft  Lues  Venerea,  as  any  one  article  of 
the  materia  medica  is  againft  any  one  malady, 
is  a fa6l  too  authentic  to  be  difputed  by  any 
who  have  either  employment  or  reputation 
to  lofe  ; -and,  as  for  thofe  who  polfefs  neither, 
their  fuffrages  are  not  worth  collecting. 


When 
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When  inquiries  like  thofe  which  conftitute 
the  llibftance  of  the  following  work,  are  fub- 
initted  to  the  public,  it  is  ufual  for  the  authors 
of  them  to  appeal  to  actual  experiments,  and 
to  vouch  for  the  truth  of  their  obfervations. 
To  thofe  who  have  never  duly  confidered 
the  obftacles  that  impede,  and  the  difficulties 
which  perplex,  almoft  every  attempt  at  in- 
veftigations  of  this  kind,  it  mull  appear  extra- 
ordinary, that  any  perfon  fliould  fail  of  gaining 
a corre6l  knowledge  of  the  powers  and  pro- 
perties of  medicinal  fubftances.  Yet,  that 
men  do  perpetually  mifcarry  in  their  re- 
fearches,  is  a fa6l  too  notorious  to  be  contro- 
verted  ; and  the  difagreeing  reports  which  are 
ulhered  fucceffively  into  the  world  ; the  difpa- 
ragement  of  medicines  once  high  in  celebrity’ 
and  the  relloration  of  others  tp  credit,  which 
had  been  expunged,  or  were  become  obfolete  ; 
might  almoft  tempt  one  to  fufpe6l,  that  expe- 
riments often  prove  an  occafion  of  multiply- 
ing the  avenues  to  error,  rather  than  of  con- 

c 4 dueling 
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dueling  to  the  acquifition  of  truth.  Let  any 
perfon  trace  the  viciffitudes  of  fortune  which 
have  attended  any  one  powerful  inflirument  of 
medicine,  in  different  countries,  and  at  diftin(5t 
periods  of  time,  and  he  will  quickly  difcover 

how  little  credit  is  due  to  many  a well-told 

' \ 

tale ; he  will  probably  be  humbled  ami 
abathed,  on  detecting  the  fimple  credulity, 
the  frivolous  levity,  or  even  the  party  fpirit, 
which  have  in  their  turns  ufurped  the  place 
of  a fair  ubiaffed  judgment,  and  impofed 
their  fpurious  offspring,  in  the  room  of  a fober 
and  legitimate  indu(51;ion,* 

A detailed 

* Dr.  Gregory,  the  prefent  profcflbr  of  medicine  iu 
the  Univerfity  of  Edinburgh,  has  delivered  his  fentiments 
on  this  fubjedt  with  a manly  freedom,  in  the  Introdudtion 
to  his  Phitofophical  and  Literary  EfTays.  P.  94,  &c. 

“ This  kind  ofdifingenuity  has  very  feldom  beenprac- 
tifedin  any  branch  of  phyfics,  except  in  medicine  j iij 
which  indeed  it  ha^  long  been  abundantly  common,  and 
confequently  is  well  underftood.  It  feems  now  to  be 
pretty  generally  confidered  as  one  of  thofe  peccadillos, 
which,  like  barbarous  Latin,  are  Medicis  condonanda\ 
and  is  perhaps  thought  jullifiable,  ori  the  long  eflablilhed 

medical 
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A detailed  hiftory  of  the  feveral  modes  of 
treating  Lues  Vei:|erea  which  have  been  pro- 

pofed 

jnedical  axiom,  Si  popului  viiU  decipi,  decipiatur.  And, 
at  any  rate,  great  allowances  are  to  be  made  for  thofe 
who  muft  live  by  the  follies,  and  fears,  and  vices  of 
mankind.  But  I much  fear  (hat  fome  of  my  profeffional 
brethren  have  abufed  their  privilege  in  this  refpeft,  to 
fuch  a degree  as  to  make  it  almoft  ufelefs.  The  moft 
^candid,  and  patient,  and  experienced  phyficians,  who  are 
furely  the  beft  and  only  competent  judges  of  fuch  a 
quellion,  have  been  obliged  to  confcfs,  that  great  numbers 
of  our  Medical  Fa£ls  and  Obfervations  are  as  little  to  be 
relied  on  as  our  medical  theories ; and  lefs  they  cannot 
be.  In  a neighbouring  country  the  fame  remark  has  been 
fo  generally  made,  and  is  fo  w'ell  confirmed,  as  to  be 
exprefied  in  the  form  of  a proverb,  Grand  ohservateur^ 
^rand  7nenieur;  which  my  late  venerable  colleague  and 
preceptor  in  medicine.  Dr.  Cullen,  whofe  long  and  ex- 
tcnfive  experience  had  fully  taught  him  the  truth  of  it, 
ufed  frequently  to  quote  to  his  pupils,  with  great  acrimony. 
I much  fear  the  French  proverb  will  foon  be  tranflated, 
and  naturalized  in  this  ifland  ; and  that  in  a few  years  a 
book  of  Medical  Obfervations  will  be  of  as  little  value 
or  authority,  as  an  equal  number  of  medical  advertife- 
ments  and  -certificates,  felecled  from  the  London  newf- 
papers.” 

“ When  either  phyficians  or  mclaphyficians'  were  dlf- 
pofed  to  a£l  difingenuoully  in  the  account  which  they 
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pofed  at  different  periods  of  time,  would  fur- 
nifh  an  ample  illuftration  of  thefe  remarks ; 
lince  almofl  every  kind  of  vegetable  anc^ 
mineral  produ6lion,  even  the  Bark  of  Saffiifras 
and  the  Balfam  of  Sulphur,*  two  of  the  molt; 
inert  fub.ftances  in  nafure,  have  been  cele- 
brated as  antidotes,  and  have  obtained  attefted 
records  in  their  favour.  Indeed  fome  learned 
and  refpe6table  writers  have  proceeded  fo  far 
as  to  aver,  that  the  ^venereal  difeafe  may  be 

\ • i I 

cured  -without  the  aid  of  medicine  ; and  they 
pretend  to  prove,  that  certain  changes  of  the 
climate,  various  modes  of  exercife,,  parth 

gave  of  their  own  obfervations,  they  would  be  encou- 
raged to  do  fo  by  the  evident  difficulty,  or  in  many  cafes 
the  feeming  impoffibility,  of  detefting  any  falfity  in  the 
account  which  they  gave  of  their  own.  thoughts  and  their 
own  obfervations.” 

“ Metaphyficians  could  fcarce  have  any  other  motive 
but  mere  vanity  for  afling  in  fuch  a manner  : Phyficians 
would  have  that  and  more,  for  not  only  empty  praife, 
but  much  folid  pudding,  may  be  earned  by  affuming  (he 
charafter  of  a great  difcoverer,  and  obferver,  and  im- 
prover in  medicine.” 

* Rulandi  Obferv.  Medicinal. 
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cular  forms  of  diet,  the  fiipervention  of  fome 

i ! • : ^ • . ■ 

acute  difeafes,  and  even  the  powers  of  refti- 

i t 

tution  naturally  inherent  jn  the  animal  fyftem 
have  each  of  them  been  equal  to  the  elimi- 
nating  of  this  virus,  and  reftoring  the  in- 

I 

fedted  perfon  to  a ftate  of  foundnefs.  I fhall 

ftate  fome  of  the  evidence  which  they  adduce, 

in  confirmation  of  thefe  fingular  propofitions, 

and  offer  my  obfervations  upon  it. 

8.  The  phyficians  and  furgeons  who  flou- 

rifiied  at  an  early  period  after  the  firft  appear- 

anceof  Lues  Venerea,  had  conftant  opportuni- 
\ 

ties  of  obferving,  that  their  patients  acquired 
very  decided  advantages  from  a copious  and 

t 

long  continued  perfpiration.  All  the  arrange- 
ments which  they  annexed  to  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  the  Decodion  of  Guaiacum,  were 
calculated  to  promote  that  effedt;  and  they 
like  wife  employed  Fumigations  with  Spirit  of 
Wine,  the  Hot  Bath,  . the  Vapour  Bath, 
Sweating  Chairs,  and  violent  Exercife,  with 
a limilar  intention. 


It 
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It  appears  probable,  that  thefe  feverai 
ippdes  of  attaining  one  and  the  fame  end,  were 
adopted  with  the  defign  of  increafing  the 
momentum  of  the  blood,  of  liquefying  the 
virus,  and  of  exciting  a depuratory  fever,  by 
which  the  morbid  matter  fliould  be  difcharged 
by  the  Ikin:  for,  as  medicine  was  chiefly 
Galenical,  its  profeflbrs  very  confillently  ex- 
pe6led  more  beneficial  efie<51s  from  a regular 
lyftematic  courfe  of  evacuation,  than  from 
the  more  obfcure  agency  of  fpecific  remcn 
dies.*. 

* Ambrofe  Pare  taught  that  Gualacura  could  not  cure 
the  venereal  diteafe,  and  gave  a decided  preference  to. 
Riercurial  fridtions,  above  any  other  mode  of  treating 
it ; yet,  he  regarded  Mercury  as  bringing  on  a crifis^ 
and  effedting  a cure,  by  the  evacuations  which  it  pro., 
moled,  rather  than  by  any  other  quality. 

Par  art  S;  ayde  des  laedicamens,  fe  procure  une  crife, 
par  le  moyen  de  laquelle,  nature  aydee,  & dorainatrice, 
cxpelle  & chaiTe  le  venin  par  les  evacuations  fufdites ; ' 
de  forte  qu’eftant  la  crife  parfaidte,  il  s'enfuit  vi'aye  & 
enfiere  curation. 

Les  Oeuvres  D’Ambroife  Pare.  P.  451. 
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That  certain  advantages  may  be  obtained 
by  a fiidorific  plan  of  treatment,  is  an  opinion 
which  has  been  fo  long  prevalent,  and  is  fo 
widely  diffufed,  that  it  would  argue  a moft 
iinreafonable  fhare  of  fcepticifm,  to  rejedl 
indifcrimiiiately  all  that  has  been  offered 
upon  the  fubje6t.  M.  Louis,  who  was  a 
cautious  and  enlightened  obferver,  entertained 
a very  favourable  opinion  of  the  efficacy  of 
fudorifics ; for  he  has  aflertcd,  that  the  me- 
thodic ufe  of  fuch  medicines,  would  radically 
cure  erratic  pains,  derived  from  a venereal 
infe6tion  this  however;  I conceive,  ought 
only  to  be  underftood  as  implying,  that  wheri 

V 

the  venereal  virus  is  fubdued,  fudorifics  often 
prove  beneficial  in  removing  thofe  fymptoms 
for  the  cure  of  which  the  farther  ufe  of  Mer- 
tury  is  not  adapted.  But,  although  the  appli- 
cation of  heat  and  moifture,  and  the  adminif- 
tration  of  diaphoretic  medicines,  have  beeti 
6feful  undei  the  diredfion  of  prudent  men,  yet 

. Parallele  des  Trailemens,  &c.  P.  6o. 
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they  have  been  too  often  grofsly  rhifapplied  ; 
and  the  general  principle  which  adluated 
medical  men  to  employ  them,  has  been 
frequently  urged  to  a moft  culpable  excefs ; 
infomuch,  that  they  have  produced  the  latt 
iiage  of  weaknefs  and  extenuation.* 

It  may  be  farther  obferved,  that  a ftrong 
perfuafion  of  the  extraordinary  efficacy  of 
this  mode  of  treatment,  has  given  occafion 
to  the  moft  whimfical  and  ridiculous  pracftices, 
of  which  the  following  narratives  afford  a 
curious  illuftration. 

Scatebat  quidem  e grege  mendicabulorum 
Lue  Venerea,  aliquot  diebus  univerfum  cor- 
pus fimo  equino  obruit,  ut  tantum  eflet,  qua 
refpiraret.  Erat  ftercus  ftabulorum  equino 

* Debeo  hoc  corpus  emaciare,  & omnem  pinguedinem 
expellere. — Potus  efto  aqua,  vel  feruiu  ladlis  tenuiffiinuin, 
nee  alius,  exercitatio  corporis  maxima,  quotidiana,  con- 
tinuata  cum  taedio  ad  fudores  ufque,  nam  vis  vita;  debet 
efle  tanta,  iit  omne  oleum  confumat,  nec  permit  tat 
novum  generari. 

Plerm.  Boerhaave,  Pra;lecl.  Academ. 
dc  Luc  Venerea.  P.  342. 

Jotio 
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iotib  faepiiis  perfufum,  quodque  jam  compu- 
truerat.  EfFecit  ille  hac  arte,  ut  totum  virum 
expririieret:  addidit  aliquoties  euporiftum,  ex 
axungia,  larigna,  & hydrargyro.'  Nec  alia 
Vitas  lex  fervata  eft,  qiiam  mantica  olFerebat : 
atque  his  remediis  curatus  eft.* 

A treatment  ftill  more  difgiifting,  was  prac- 
tifed  in  Perfia,  according  to  the  teftimony  of 
M.  Sanchez.  J’ai  appriz  en  Ruflie,  des 
perfonnes  dignes  de  foi,  qiie  les  Perfans  fe 
gueriftent  dela  maladie  venerienne,’de  ia  mani- 
ere  fuivante : le  malade  fe  met  tout  nud  dans 
une  Latrine,  j.ufqu  au  col,  avec  une  cfpece 
de  chapeau  fur  la  tete,  afin  que  la  vapeur 
des  matieres  echauffe  la  refpiration  & toute 
la  tete.  On  lui  fait  prendre  des  liquides 
ieulement  pendant  21  jours,  qu’il  y refte.  II 
y dort,  & au  bout  de  ce  terns,  il  fort  parfaite- 
ment  gueri,  & fon  corps  renouvelle.-f 

*■  Sylloges  Meinorab.  Medicinas.  J.  R.  CamcrarH. 

Cent.  IX.  Hift.  LXXV. 

f Obferv.  fur  les  Malad.  Venerienncs. 

M. 


^Xxii  INTRODUCTfoW, 

M.  Peyrilhe,  adduces  this  fa6t  as  an  evi- 
dence in  favour  of  the  antivenereal  powers  of 
the  Volatile  Alkali  but  I am  difpofed  rather 
to  regard  it  as  a very  extraordinary  mode 
of  conducing  the  fudorific  procefs,  and  this 
opinion  derives-  confirmation  from  the  follow- 
ing remarks  of  Kempe.  Optima  eje6tio,  mea 
quidem  fententia,  eft  lenis  fudor  ; experientia 
enim  docet,  multos  aegrotos  in  calidis  terris> 
ufu  fudoriferorum  potuum  fanatos  elTc.  In 
Hungaria  funt  montium  cavernae,  in  qurbui 
homines  venerei  aliquot  dies  delitefcere  folent, 
fudant  ibi  et  levamem  fymptomatum  fuorum 
perfentifcunt.  In  Polonia^fingularem  quan- 
dam  a Lue  Venerea  fudando  fe  liberandi  me- 
thodum  efie  ferunt,  fcilicet  aegroti  quotidie 
aliquot  horas  in  calidum  equorum  ftercus  fe 
ihgerunt ; durante  hac  curatione  tenuia  et 
pauea  cibaria  fumunt^  quam  dieetam  quatuor 
feptimanas  continuant,  et  dicuntiir  aegroti  a 

* Eflai  fur  la  verlu  Anti-Venerienne.  dcs  Alkalis 
Volatils.  Chap.  IV. 
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lue  cITe  liberati.  Poftea  etiam  noftu  in  le6tis 
vehementer  fudare,  mihi  relatum  eft.* 

I prefume,  few  perfons  could  be  found  in 
this  country,  who  would  fubmit  to  thefeofFen- 
five  and  ridiculous  praftices  ; nor  would  any 
man  of  credit  in  his  profeffion,  hazard  his  own 
reputation,  and  his  patients  fafety,  by  em- 
ploying diaphoretics  alone  in  the  treatment  of 
the  venereal  difeafe : yet  it  muft  be  allowed, 
that  the  evidence  in  favour  of  the  efficacy  of 
that  dais  of  medicines,  far  exceeds  that  which 
accompanies  any  of  the  modern  remedies  pro- 
pofed  as  fubftitutes  for  Mercury.  I have,, 
however,  repeatedly  tried  the  full  effieds  of 
fudorific  medicines,  aided  by  hot  baths,  but 
without  curing  one  patient  by  them  ; and  I 
have  known,  in  feveral  inftances  where  the 
venereal  difeafe  has  been  miftaken  for  Rheu- 
matifm,  that  a courfe  of  hot  fea  bathing,  and 
of  the  Bath  waters,  have  been  prefcribed  with- 

* Spicelegla  quaedatn  ad  Curat.  Luis  Venereae,  &c« 

J.  F.  Kempe.  P.  2a. 
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out  the  leaft  advantage.  Indeed,  in  all  the 
cafes  which  have  fallen  under  my  notice, 
where  the  Bath  waters  have  been  ufed,  the 
difeafe  has  been  uniformly  aggravated. 

9.  That  the  fecondary  fymptoms  of  Lues 
Venerea  do  not  proceed  with  equal  rapidity 
to  the  deftfudtion  of  health,  or  life,  in  hot 
climates,  as  in  cold  ones,  is  I conceive  gene- 
rally allowed,  by  thofe  who  have  enjoyed 
favourable  opportunities  of  making  a compa- 
rifon.  The  difeafe  is  likewife  ufually  attended 
with  fewer  inconveniencies  in  Spain,  Portugal, 
Ital}'-,  and  the  fouthern  parts  of  France,  than 
it  is  in  this  kingdom ; and,  as  far  as  I can 
rely  upon  the  teftimony  of  various  perfons 
with  whom  I have  converfed  on  the  fubjedt,  a 

I 

fmaller  quantity  of  Mercury,  and  a Ihorter 
period  of  time,  are  fufficient  for  the  curing  of 
it.  I have  likewife  had  fome  opportunities  of 
' obferving,  that  perfons  migrating  from  this 
country  into  a warmer  region,  with  Lues 
Venerea  in  their  conftitution,  have  paffed 
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many  months  there,  without  fiilfering  fo  much 
diilurbance  from  the  difeafe,  as  to  induce  them 
to  feek  for  medical  affiftance : but,  immediately 
after  their  return  to  England,  the  virus  has 
proceeded  in  its  ravages  with  renewed  activity. 

Within  the  laft  one  hundred  and  fifty  years, 
many  of  our  nobility  and  gentry  were  accuf- 
tomed  to  pafs  over  to  France,  when  afflidted 
with  fecondary  fymptoms,  from  a perfuaiion, 
that  they  could  obtain  a more  expeditious 
and  radical  cure  in  that  kingdom ; and 
Sydenham,  unwilling  to  admit  that  the  phy- 
ficians  of  that  nation  were  poflefled  of 
fuperior  fkill  in  treating  the  difeafe,  aferibes 
their  pre-eminent  fuccefs  to  the  greater  com- 
parative purity  of  the  French  climate.* 

That  very  falutary  effedls  might  be  ex- 
peded  from  a change  of  climate,  was  taught 

* Hujufmodi  aegris,  oecpnomla  illonim  corporum  everfa 
ac  viribus  proftratis,  a pud  nos  aer  craflus  ac  humidus 
refarciendis  minus  idoneus  eft,  cum  ifte  Galliae,  utpote 
qui  falubrior  ac  magis  ferenus,  fpiritus  corporis  & vires 
deperditas  inftaurare  aptijs  fit,  &c.  Sydenham.  Opufe. 
P.  405. 
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early  in  the  tixteenth  century,  by  an  author^ 
who  declares,  that  he  was  often  an  eye-witnels 
of  the  cure  of  the  difeafe  from  that  circum- 
ftance  alone,  without  the  aid  of  any  medicine. 
Si  quis  apud  Barbaros  eo  morbo  inficiatur, 
qui  gallicus  vulgo  dici  folet,  raro  aut  nun- 
quam  priftinae  redditur  fanitati,  quin  mors 
tandem  inde  confequatur.  Solet  autem  hie 
morbus  quodam  dolore  ac  turaore  primum 
prorepere,  ac  tandem  in  ulcera  verti.  Faucis- 
admodum  toto  Atlante,  tota  Numidia,  totaque 
Libya,  hoc  notiim  eft  contagium.  Quod  ft 
quifquam  fuerit  qui  fe  eo  inf€6tum  fentiat, 
mox  in  Numidiam,  aut  in  Nigritarum  regb 
onem  proficifeitur,  cujiis  tanta  eft  aeris  tem- 
peries,  ut  optimae  fanitati  reftitutus  inde  in 
patriam  redeat : quod  quidem  multis  accidifte 
ipfe  meis  vidi  oculis,  qui  nullo  adhibito  neque 
Pharmaco  neque  Medico,  prseter  faluberrimam 
jam  di6tum  aerem,  revaluerant.* 

* Joannis  Leonis  Africani.  de  totius  Africat  deferip* 
done.  Lib-  1.  fol.  33.  Ant.  X356, 
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The  influence  of  the  air  on  venereal  pa- 
tients was  an  obje6t  of  attentioit  to  Gabriel 
.Fallopius:  he  feems  indeed  to  have  confidered 
the  agency  of  climate,  as  principally  efficient 
in  modifying  the  form  or  violence  of  the 
fymptoms  i yet  he  is  pofitive  that  advantage, 
or  detriment,  is  connected  with  the  tempera- 
ture of  the  atmofphere.  Ideo  poffiim  monere 
VOS,  ut  fi  amicus  inficitur  Gallico,  & fuerit  in 
acre  ffigidiori  & tenuiori,  moneatis,  ut  eat  ad 
crafliorem  etcalidiorem,  faluberrimum  tamen.* 
VercellonuB  is  ftill  more  explicit  in  ex- 
prefTing  the  beneficial  influence  of  a warm 
climate,  both  in  mitigating  the  fymptoms, 
and  retarding  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafb.— » 
Fatet  proinde  morbum  hunc  in  calidis  region- 
ibus  minus  fasvire,  quam  in  frigidis,  atque 
Indos  iccirco,  quibus  idem  endemius  & verna- 
eulus  eft,  cum  ipfo  ad  extremum  ufque  feni- 
um  perdurare.f 

t 

* Dc  Morbo  Gallico.  Cap.  XXXVIII.  P.  703. 

De  Lue  Venerea.  Cap.  IV.  P.  ^24. 
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From  thefe  and  other  teftimoiiies  \vh!ch 
might  be  produced,  if  necefl'ary,  we  may  be 
authorifed  to  believe,  that  the  influence  of  a 
warm  climate  upon  thofe  infc<51ed  with  Lues 
Venerea,  is  not  inconfiderable ; that  it  may 
retard  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe ; that  it  may 
render  it  milder  in  fome  of  its  fymptoms  ; and 
alfo  that  it  may  contribute  to  increafe  the 
activity  and  certainty  with  which  the  proper 
-remedies  operate,  and  thus  render  the  patient 
lefs  in  danger  of  fuffering  from  fome  of 
the  fequelae,  which  often  prove  as  troublefome 
as  the  original  complaint.  It  cannot  however 
be  fuppofed,  that  upon  fo  flender  a founda- 
tion as  thefe  fa6ls  afford,  any  perfon  fhould 
infer,  that  a migration  near  the  equator,^ 
could  fuperfede  the  neceffity  of  ufing  any 
other  mode  of  treatment:  a conclufion  of 
this  nature  would  be  repugnant  to  the  con- 
ffant  experience  of  mankind  during  three 
centuries.' 
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I do  not  apprehend  that,  at  this  period 
of  time,  any  perfon  is  in  danger  of  being 
mifled  by  fuch  reprefentations  as  are  con- 
tained in  the  foregoing  pages ; they  may  \ 
ferve,  however,  to  evince  how  eafily  men  ^ 
impofe  upon  themfelves,  in  matters  where  j 
even  the  bias  of  intereft,  or  the  eagernefs  of  \ 
vanity,  can  fcarcely  be  fufpefted  of  having 
offered  an  allurement:  and  where,  indeed, 

,we  mufl;  often  refolve  the  incorre6lnefs  of 
their  information  into  an  incontinency  of  dif- 
courfe,  or  a ftrange  indifference  about  the 
interefts  of  truth. 

10.  That  the  venereal  virus  Could  be  fub- 
dued,  and  its  mifehievous  effects  eradicated,  by 
a coarfe  and  limple  diet,  joined  to  laborious 
exercife,  and  a conftant  expofure  to  all  the 
viciflitudes  of  the  weather,  without  the  aid 
of  any  medicine,  was  inculcated  by  the 
higheft  medical  authority  in  the  fixteenth 
century,  and  has  been  repeated  by  various 
writers  of  eminence  3own  to  the  prefent  time^ 
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V^idi  ego  Tape  malum,  quijam  fudorlbus  omnc 
Finiflet,  fylvifque  luem  liquiflet  in  altis. 

Sed  nec  turpe  puta  dexlram  fummittere  aratro, 

Et  longum  trahere  incurvo  fub  vomere  fulcum  ; 

Neve  bidente  folum,  & duras  profcindere  glebas, 

Et  valida  aeriam  quercum  exturbare  bipenni, 

Atque  imis  altam  eruere  ab  radicibus  ornum. 
Quinetiam,  exercere  domi  quo  te  quoque  poflis, 
Parvam  mane  pilam  verfa  mihi,  vefpere  verfa, 

Et  faltu,  et  dura  potes  exudare  palasflra. 

Vince  malum  ; nec  te  fallat,  quod  delidis  oti 
Affidue  defiderium,  ledtique  fequetur. 

Tu  ledlo  ne  crede,  gravi  ne  crede  fopori — * 

J 

• Vella,  in  his  fmall  treatiie  on  the  venereal 
(iifeafe,  fpcaks  nearly  the  fame  language. — 
Tertium  problema  eft,  propter  quid  eft  quod 
multi  fanati  hunt  a tali  aegritudine  beneficio 
folius  exercitii  ? He  then  otters  fuch  reafons 
as  the  theory  of  his  own  times  fuggefted,  and 
concludes  thus  : — & mihi  videtur  quod  ufque 
in  hodiernum  diem  non  fit  inventa  medicina 
fibi  compar,  & hac  de  caufa  ruftici  laborantes 
facile  fanantur,  quare  Virgilianum  illud  non 
fuit  vane  di6lum,  i Georg.  145. 

* Syphilis.  Fracaftorii.  Lib.  ii. 
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labor  omnia  vincit 

Improbus,  & duris  iirgens  in  rebus  egcftas.* 
Gabriel  Fallopius  has  written  a fliort  chap- 
ter on  the  advantages  of  exercife  in  venereal 
complaints  ; and,  in  a fubfequent  one,  entitled 
De  Vero  Antidoto,  he  delivers  the  following 
narrative : Ego  vidi  aliquos  curatos  ligno  fagi, 
qui  conje6ti  in  triremes,  atque  inflituta  vi6lu& 
ratione  tenuiUima,  laborantes,  ex  toto  libe- 
rantur:  fed  ille  non  eft  ufus  medicus.f 

Francantianus  is  equally  explicit  with  his 
predecellbrs,  in  favour  of  ftrong  exercife  : — 
Alia  vero  eft  curandi  ratio  per  continuata 
exercitia,  & vehementiora,  quae  turn  infenfibi- 
liter,  turn  etiam  fenfibiliter,  per  fudoris  eva- 
cuare  poflint.;]; 

Tomitanusallents  to  the  truth  ofthefereprefen- 
tations,  but  difapproves  of  the  pradlice,  becaiife 
it  is  attended  with  fome  hazard  to  the  patient. 

* Georgii  Veils  Opufculum.  Cap.  IV.  . 
t De  Morbo  Galileo.  Cap.  XXXVII. 

+ Ant.  Francant.  de  Morbo  Galileo  Liber. 
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But,  not  to  multiply  quotations  from  the  older 
writers,  I lhall  conclude  with  the  following 
teftimony  from  Profper  Borgarutius.  Unde 
tanti  etiam  facio  exercitium  in  omni  morbo 
Gallico  homine  affe6to,  cum  fcilicet  moderata 
aliqua  menfura,  ut  multos  hac  tantum  ratione 

liberos  evalifle  profpexerim : quemadmodum 

* » 

ex  quamplurimis  militiam  exercentibus  videre 
licet,  qui  quamquam  facillime  hanc  pravam 
veneream  luem  percipiant,  earn  nihilominus 
exercitio  quodam  expellunt  omnino,  vel  falteni 
ita  humiliant,  ut  vix  a6liones  comm  laedat.* 
Among  the  modern  writers  who  have 
contended  for  the  utility  of  this  mode  of 
treatment,  I lhall  firft  cite  the  opinion  of 
Ramazzlni: — Si  tamen  bonos,  & ingenuos 
prafticos  confulamus,  nullum  profe6to  fore 
exiftimo,  qui  ultro  non  fateatur,  felicius  fanari 
hunc  morbum  in  populari  & rufticana  gente, 
quam  in  divitibus  & nobilibus  viris.  Saepe- 

* De  Morbo  Gallico  Methodus.  Cap.  XI. 
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numero,  praemiflTa  purgatione  fimplici,  Guaiaci 
decodione  lues  ilia  abftergitur,  & fi  quod 
reliquum  eft  virulentiae,  dum  ad  Iblita  exercitia 
ablegantur,  qilando  fola  exercitatio,  fed  valida 
& continuataj  primis  illis  temporibus^  hujiifce 
morbi,  Fallopio  tefte,  fingulare  erat  remediurrii 
facile  excutitur.~Sic  olim  Dorias>  celeber- 
rimus  ille  claffium  dudof,  remiges  fiios,- 
quotiesciimque  gallico  morbo  labofafent, 
integri  remi  faginei  decode,  & folita  remiga- 
tionis  exercitatione  fub  dio ; & in  medio 
mari  ad  fanitatem  deducebat.* 

Vercellonus  confirms  the  fame  notion:* — 
Narrat  Emanuel  Aranda,  uti  miles  fibi  pef- 
fpedus  Algerii  ex  ufu  egregii  hujufee  medi- 
camenti,  (Vinum  Meracius)  & ex  I’aboribti's,' 
quos  in  triremibus  perduraverat,  a tarn  trucu- 
lento  morbo  incolumis  evaferat.+ 

The  learned  Baron  van  Swieten  feems  to 
have  entertained  no  doubt  of  the  fidelity  of  fuch 

* Opera  Omnia.  Tom.  I.  Oral.  3. 
f De  Lue  Venerea.  P,  257. 
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rep^efentations ; he  even  fupports  them  by 
adopting  t,he  fame  opinion.  It  is  allb  remark- 
able, that  the  only  reflection  Nvhich  he  offer-s 
on  the  account  given  by  Fallopius,*  is  the  fol- 
lowing  ; Nifi  enim  dura  opgat  neceflitas,  vijc 
iovenientur  aegri,  qui  calamitofam  adeo  vitani 
ducere  vehut,  .ut  a fpedp  morbo  liberentur.-^ 
He  thpu  proceeds  to  give  the  following  narra- 
tive, aa  an  additional  confirmation  of  the 
power  of  diet,  exercife,  and  hardfliip,  to  cure 
the  venereal  difeafe.  Vidi  ipfe  niemorabilem 
cafum,  qui  me  docuit,  quid  conftans  aegri 
atumus,  cum,  -viCtvi  penitus  macilenlo,  ac  va- 
lidorum  laborum  tolerantia,  efficere  poflit  in 
I-Ue  Venerea  inveterata,  & vix  non  defpe- 
rata.  >iobilis  juvenis  petabat  a me  confilium, 
qui  in  calamitofiffimo  Itatu  verfabatur.  Quater 
falivationem  mercurialem  fubiverat,  femper 
poflea  repullulante  Lue  Venerea,  quae  fanata 
credebatur.  Ter  tentata  fuerat  cura  per 
decoCtuni  Guaiaci ; nec  meliori  fucceflli. 
Gerebat  in  flcrno,  ac  claviculis,  tumores,  in 

fronle 
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fr<mte  fimilem  iinicnm  ; cutis  in  variis  locis 
maculis  foeda  erat ; & dolores  noauihos 
oflium  patiebatur.  Omnium  rcrum  inops 
cum  eflet,  nemo  ilium  recipere  volebat>  aut 
curam  ejus  gerere  j univerra  familia  dctefta- 
batur  miferum.  Fatebatur  fe  non  femel 
cogitallcj  ut  violenta  morte  miferiarum  finem 
quaereret. 

Moerentem  aninium  erexi,  ienim'en  malo-^ 
rum  promittens,  dum  integram  curam  fpon-^ 
dere  non  audebam  in  morbo  adeo  inveterato* 
Fidem  dabat,  fe  omnia  tentare  velle,  & poffei 
etiam  diiriffima,  modo  aliqua  fanationis  fpes 
afFulgeret.  Cum  fatis  robufta  diet  nativa 
corporis  compages,  & addict  aetatis  vigor, 
ruftica  velte  indutum  hominem  elocavi  agri- 
colae,  ut,  abfque  ulla  duri  laboris  mercede, 
famuluni  ageret^  folo  vidu  contentus,  & vili 
quidem.  Praeter  panem  enim,  alebatur  dalici 
& paftinacae  radicibus,  folani  efculcnti  tube- 
ribus,  pomis,  pyris,  hordeo,  a Vena,  in  fbla 
aqua  codis,  & fimilibus.  Potus  erat  ladis 
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ebutyrati  ferum  acidulum,  tenuiffimum.  Men- 
fis  Aprilis  initio  ir.cepit  hoc  vitae  genus,  & 
duros  ruris  labores  conftantiffime  tulit  ufque 
ad  menfis  Q6tobris  initium,  quando  me  acceffit 
fanus.  Toto  hoc  tempore,  a carnibus,  pifei- 
bus,  ovis,  la6te,  butyro,  cafeo,  abftinuit 
feveriffime.  Vidi  ilium,  poll  aliquot  annos,  iri 
foecundq  conjugio  viventem.  & formofa  fana- 
que  prole  beatum. 

Mirum  certe  exemplum,  quod  docet.  Vene- 
reum contagium  elui  potuifle  ex  locis  corporis, 
quibus  pertinaciter  haerebat,  & expelli  de 
^orpore,  per  fudorea,  validis  laboribus  in  calido 
acre  excitatos,  dum  fimul  diaeta  macilentiffima 
. fervabatur,  et  copiofus  liquidi  folvenlis  potus 
fudori  aptum  vehicutum  praebebat.  Rari 
tamen  funt  qui  poUent,  rariores  qui  vellent, 
conftanti  animo  hanc  curandi  methodum  to- 
, lerare.*^ 

* Comment.  inHerm.  Boerhaave  Aphorifmos.  Tom.  V. 
§ 1478. 
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II.  But,  if  credit  may  be  given  to  men  of 
eminence  in  the  profeffion,  this  rigorous 
courfe  of  difcipline  is  not  indifpenfably  necef- 
fary  ; for,  according  to  Thierry  de  Hery,  Nic. 
de  Blegny,  Vercellonus,  Peyrilhe,  and  others, 
the  difeafe  may  terminate  by  a natural  crifis, 
and  is  fufceptible  of  a fpontaneous  cure.  A 
decifion  fo  extraordinary  as  this,  does  not 
reftri6t  the  efficacy  of  nature  to  the  curing  of 
a Gonorrhoea,  or  tlie  removal  of  the  primary 
fy mptoms  of  Lues  Venerea,  but  extends  her 
fanative  powers  to  the  eradicating  of  every 
form  of  fecondary  fymptoms. 

I need  not  undertake  at  this  day  to  prove, 
that  the  whole  of  this  llatement  about  the 
efficacy  of  regimen,  and  the  do61rine  of  a 
natural  crifis,  has  no  foundation  in  truth  and 
reality,  and  that  it  has  originated  in  miftaking 
the  fequelae  of  Lues  Venerea,  and  the  effefts  of 
Mercury,  in  a bad  habit  of  body,  for  genuine 
venereal  fymptoms ; neverthelefs,  in  rejedling 
the  above  conclufions,  we  need  by  ho  means  to 

impeach 
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impeach  the  rectitude  of  intention  of  thofe  who 
made  them.  They  had  obferved,  that  ulcers  of-, 
ten  continued  open  on  the  penis,  and  tliat  large, 
fpreading,  untra<51able  fores  remained  in  the 
groin,  during  many  months  after  the  patient 
had  undergone  a full  and  decifive  courfe  of 
Mercury  ; and  they  had  found,  that  ulcers  of 
this  defeription  were  commonly  exalperated 
by  the  farther  introduction  of  Mercury  into 
the  circulation.  Hence  they  concluded,  that 
thefe  were  venereal  fymptoms,  which  tlie 
mineral  fpecific  was  unable  to  cure.  And, 
when  it  was  known,  that  a refidence  in  the 
country,  a plain  diet,  and  rural  exercifes  and 
occupations,  were  frequently  beneficial  to 
fuch  patients,  the  advantages  derived  thence, 
were  aferibed  to  the  peculiar  efi’eCts  of  the 
regimen  on  the  venereal  virus,  and  not  to  the 
change  produced  in  the  conftitution.  '* 

The  venereal  virus,  when  introduced  into 
the  fyftem,  often  gives  rife  to  morbid  appear- 
ances which  do  not  in  any  proper  fenfe 

partake 
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partake  of  the  nature  of  the  remote  caiife ; 
and  even  fymptoms  originally  venereal  may 
lofe  that  charaaer,  by  the  proper  ufe  of 
Mercury,  while,  to  the  eye  of  a common 
obferver,  they  feem  not  to  have  undergone 
any  favourable  alteration.  Thefe  fads  may 
be  illuftrated,  by  what  occurs  daily  in  the 
Small-pox,Mealles,  &c.  where  eruptions,  tuber- 
cles, abfceflTes,  phthifical  fymptoms,  and  other 
forms  of  difeafe,  fupervene  on  the  difappear- 
ance  of  the  former  complaints;  yet  no  medical 
praaitioner  ever  regards  the  latter  as  having 
any  thing  variolous  or  morbillous  in  their  effen- 
tial  properties.  No  man  finds  any  difficulty 
in  diftinguiffiing  between  the  primary  difeafe; 
and  the  fequelse,  in  the  inftances  now  adduced; 
yet,  in  the  venereal  difeafe,  the  diftinaion  has 
been  too  commonly  overlooked ; and  to  this 
want  of  difcrimination  may  be  traced  many 
of  thofe  incorrea  and  marvellous  narratives; 
which,  while  they  detraa  from  the  reputation 
of  the  hiftorian,  reflea  fome  difgrace  on  the 
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•whole  profeHion.  But,  as  a more  direct  reply 
to  the  reprefentations  made  upon  this  fubjedt, 
I would  urge,  that  if  expofure  to  hardfhip  in 
all  the  vicihitudes  of  temperature ; if  hard 
fare,  exceffive  labour)  and  the  complicated 
evils  attendant  on  poverty,  can  certainly  deftroy 
the  adtivity  of  the  venereal  poifon,  and  remedy 
its  elfedts,  whence  does  it  arife,  that  no  defcrip- 
tion  of  people,  in  any  climate,  are  exempted 
ffom  the  necelll ty  of  having  recourfe  to  medi- 
cine ? The  German  peafant,  the  Ruffian  boor, 
the  temperate  Hindoo,  the  inhabitants  of  the 
South  Sea  Iflands,  the  wretched  Africans  en- 
flaved  in  our  Weft  India  Iflands,  will  no  doubt 
furnifh  us  with  abundant  inftances,  where  the 
requifites  of  expofure  to  the  extremes  of  heat 
and  cold,  of  fcanty  allowance,  and  exceffive’ 
fatigue,  may  be  all  found,  in  their  full  mea- 
fure  ; yet  no  proofs  can  be  brought,  that  the’ 
powers  of  the  conftitution,  aided  by  this  fort  of 
difcipline,  did  ever  eftedt  the'cure  of  the  difeafe, 
without  the  intervention  of  medical  affiftance. 

1-2.  Information 
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12.  Information  concerning  the  efficacy  of 
any  particular  mode  of  treatment,  ought  never 
to  be  conveyed  to  the  public  in  the  form  of 
general,  unqualified  and  pofitive  declarations, 
until  confirmed  by  experiments  made  upon  a 
large  fcale,  and  fandlioned  by  time  and  the 
concurring  teftimony  of  others.  Where  pre- 
cautions of  this  nature  are  flighted  and  neg- 
le6ted,  the  records  of  medicine  will  be  per- 
verted from  their  principal  defign,  and  prove 
but  too  often  the  repofitories  of  mifconception 
and  error. 

I prefume  that  no  well-informed  man  gives<^^"^  ^ 
credit  to  a Angle  aflertion  that  has  been  made, 
by  the  writers  quoted  in  the  foregoing  pages, 
concerning  the  extraordinary  agency  of  fudo- 
rifics,  of  change  of  climate,  of  regimen,*  or  of 
natural  crifes,  in  curing  the  venereal  difeafe ; 
yet  all  thefe  vague  and  unfatisfaflory  narra- 
tives and  fentiments,  have  been  copied,  or  re- 
ferred to,  by  a number  of  fucceeding  authors, 
without  any  expreffions  of  difapprobation  an- 
nexed 
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nexed  to  them.  It  is  greatly  to  be  regreticd, 
that  men  truly  learned  and  defervedly  emi- 
nent, have  been  fo  frequently  feduced  into  a 
concurrence  with  opinions  which  they  never 
fairly  examined,  and  have  given  an  avowed, 
or  at  leatl  a tacit  aflent,  to  practices  of  the 
merit  of  which  they  were  not  cotnpetent  to 
judge. 

This  unwary  mode  of  proceeding  is  cer- 
tainly reprehenlible  in  all  cafes  ; but  efpecially 
where  the  health  and  lives  of  mankind  are  fo 
nearly  concerned  ; and  the  laws  of  ftri6l  inte- 
grity require,  that  the  hiftory  of  difeafes,  and 
the  effe6ts  of  remedies,  fliould  be  recorded  with 
the  fame  facred  regard  to  truth  and  corre^- 
nefs,  with  which  all  teftimony  ought  to  be 
delivered  in  a court  of  judicature. 

No  men  are  fo  prone  to  indulge  in  fanciful 
fpeculations,  as  thofe  that  are  without  prac- 
tice ; for,  having  little  occafion  to  bring  their 
notions  to  the  teft  of  a6tual  experience,  they 
proceed  boldly  in  forming  fplcndid  and  at- 
tractive 
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tractive  theories,  without  the  leaft  fear  of 
thofe  confequences,  which  would  be  appre- 
hended by  men  of  an  eftabliflied  reputation, 
and  long  experience.  A man  fliould  be  en- 
dowed with  a lively  genius,  a compfehenfive 
mind,  and  a talent  for  difcerning  the  relations 
of  things,  in  all  the  various  divifions  of  the 
fcale,  and  of  combining  them  into  a regular, 
uniform,  and  coherent  ftru6lure,  in  order  to 
model  hypothefes  with  tolerable  fuccefs ; 
whereas  the  licentious  indulgence  of  a vigo- 
rous fancy,  may  prove  extremely  incommo- 
dious to  a mere  narrator  of  fa6ts,  whofe  office 
it  is  to  communicate  what  he  knows,  with 
plainnefs  and  timplicity ; where  patience  and 
fagacity  in  obferving  the  order  and  method 
of  nature,  a clearnefs  of  conception,  and, 
above  all,  an  inflexible  fidelity,  are  requifites 
without  which  the  moft:  ffiining  qualities 
of  no  value. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

Of  the  LIGNUM  GUAIACL 

HE  Guaiacum  Wood  was  firft  employed 


by  the  natives  of  Saint  Domingo,  as  an 
antidote  againft  the  Lues  Venerea ; the  Spa- 
niards foon  acquired  a knowledge  of  its  vir- 
tues, and  introduced  it  into  Spain  as  parly  as 
the  year  1508.  The  fame  of  this  new  remedy 
was  dilFufed  with  fuch  celerity  through  the 
other  parts  of  Europe,  that,  according  to  the 
teftimony  of  Nicholas  Poll,  more  than  three 
thoufand  difeafed  perfons  had  derived  perma- 
nent benefit  from  the  ufe  of  it,  before  the 
year  1517.* 

* Aphrodifiacus  Aloys.  Lulfinl.  Ed.  Lugd.  1738. 

Frampton’s  Joyful  news  from  the  new  found  world. 
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A decoflion  of  this  wood,  made  with  water, 
and  fometimes  with  wine,  * was  adminiftered 
under  every  form,  and  during  every  period, 
of  the  difeafe  ; the  phyficians  dire6ling  at  the 
fame  time  purgative  medicines,  at  proper 
intervals  ; confinement  to  the  houfe  ; vapour 
baths ; and  an  appropriate  courfe  of  diet, 
which  was  commonly  dictated  with  a tedious 
exa6tnefs,  bearing  the  fignature  of  fuperfti- 
tion,  rather  than  that  of  medical  fcience.-j- 
This  procefs,  continued  during  fix  weeks,  and 
often  for  a longer  time,  with  fuch  occafional 
variations  as  new  circumftances  might  fug- 
geft,  was  long  regarded  as  the  mofl;  fafe  and 
efficacious  mode  of  treating  patients  afflidted 
with  Syphilis. 

The  advantages  which  were  conne(5led  with 
this  method  of  cure,  were  lb  commonly  be- 
lieved and  acknowledged,  that  during  a con- 
fiderable  period  of  time,  the  exhibiting  of 
mercury  was  not  only  difcontinued,  but  the 
prabtice  was  publicly  cenfured,  as  inefficacious 
and  prejudicial.  Many  of  the  molt  eminent 
writers  of  the  fixteenth  century  contended, 

* Lud.  Septalii.  Animadr  Lib.  VII. 

I Aphrodifiacus. 
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that  Guaiacum  was  a true  Ipecific^  having 
the  power  of  correfting  the  qualities  of  the 
venereal  poifon,  and  of  expelling  it  out  of 
the  fyftem  ; and  this  opinion  was  revived  and 
ably  fupported  in  the  eighteenth  century,  by 
a man  whofe  capacity,  learning,  and  medical 
fcience,  added  luftre  to  the  country  and  period 
in  which  he  flouriflied,* 

Thole  favourable  reports  of  the  virtues  of 
Guaiacum,  which  maintained  their  credit 
through  more  than  two  centuries,  were  not 
founded  merely  on  the  frail  balls  of  partiality, 
or  prepolTellion  ; they  were  fupported  by  well 
attelled  narratives  of  its  good  effects  in  great 
numbers  of  inftances,  where  no  mercury  had 
been  employed ; or  where  that  medicine  had 
done  no  permanent  good ; or  where  the 
patients  had  fuffered  injury  from  it,  inltead  of 
finding  advantage.  Yet,  notwithftanding  the 
numerous  and  refpe(5table  tellimonies  which 
were  adduced  in  proof  of  the  efficacy  of  this 
vegetable,  its  moll  llrenuous  advocates  were 
obliged  to  confers,  that  Guaiacum  was  fre- 
quently  adminillered  in  vain.  The  difiip- 
pointments  which  medical  pradlitioners  often 

* Boerhaave,  in  Prefat.  ad  Aphrodifiac. 

^ 2 experienced 


^ OP  THE  LIGNUM  GUAIACI. 

experienced,  when  they  had  relied  on  Gwaia- 
cum  alone,  as  a fpecific  remedy,  introduced 
again  the  more  frequent  ufe  of  mercury ; and, 
as  this  active  medicine  was  foon  employed 
with  more  caution  and  judgment  than  for- 
merly, a very  important  and  falutary  change 
in  the  mode  of  treating  lues  venerea  was 
confequently  eftablitlied.  Never thelefs,  fo 

firmly  were  the  generality  of  phyficians  per- 
fuaded  of  the  antivenereal  virtues  of  Guaia- 
cum,  that  the  liime  men  who  contended  for 
the  necetlity  of  a mercurial  falivation,  main- 
tained  that  this  vegetable  was  not  a lefs  real, 
though  not  quite  fo  potent  an  antidote-* 

When  I was  entrufted  with  the  care  and 
management  of  the  Lock  Hofpital,  in  1781, 
I obferved,  that  Mr.  Bromfeild  and  Mr.  Wil- 
liams had  been  long  accuftomed  to  repofe 
great  confidence  in  the  medicinal  powers  of  a 
decodion  of  the  Guaiacuiii  wood ; and  that  a 
method  fomewhat  fimilar  to  that  propofed  by 
Ulric  Hutten,  and  ftrongly  recommended  by 
Boerhaaye,  had  been  adopted  in  the  hof, 


* Braflavolus,  Fallopius,  &c. 
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pital  during  many  years.*  The  patients  for 
whom  the  Guaiacum  was  directed,  were  thofe 
who  had  previoufly  ufed  the  ufual  quan- 
tily  of  mercury ; but  who  complained  of 
nodturnal  pains ; who  had  gummata,  nodes, 
ozaena,  and  fuch  other  effe<5ts  of  the  venereal 
virus,  connected  with  fecondary  fymptoms,  as 
did  not  yield  to  a courfe  of  mercurial  frictions. 
The  diet  of  thefe  patients  confifted  of  raifins 
and  hard  bifcuit ; they  drank  from  two  to  four 
pints  of  the  decodtion  of  Guaiacum  every  day ; 
they  were  ordered  to  ufe  the  hot  bath  twice 
in  the  week ; and  they  commonly  took  a dofe 
of  antimonial  wine  and  laudanum,  or  of  Do- 
ver’s powder,  every  evening. 

It  was  not  thought  necelfary,  however,  to 
confine  fuch  patients  conftantly  to  their  beds  ; 
and  they  were  feldoni  expofed  to  the  vapour 
of  burning  fpirit  to  excite  perfpiration ; for 
it  was  deemed  fufticient  to  produce  and  fup- 
port  a moifl:  ftate  of  the  Ikin,  without  urging 
the  procefs  fo  far  as  to  occafion  profufe  fweat- 
ing.  1 his  plan  of  treatment  was  fbmetimes 

* Ulrichi  de  Hutlen,  De  Atorbi  Gallici  curatione 
per  adminiftrationem  Ligni  Giiaiaci. 

Bocrhaave  Aphrod.  in  Prefat. 
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of  fmgular  advantage  to  thofe  whofe  health 
had  luftained  injury,  from  the  complicated 
operation  of  the  difeafe,  combined. with  con- 
finement, and  a long  courfe  of  mercury.  The 
breaches  made  in  the  conftitution  were  repaired; 
tlie  ftrength  was  recruited;  untraftable  ulcers 
were  frequently  healed ; carious  bones  exfoli- 
ated; and 'thofe  anomalous  fymptoms  which 
would  have  been  exafperated  by  mercury, 
yielded  readily  to  the  decoftion  of  Guaiacum. 

In  tracing  carefully  the  hillory  of  this  once 
celebrated  remedy,  nothing  can  be  more  evi- 
dent than  this,  that  it  was  adminiftered  to 
perfons  afflidted  with  very  different  forms  of 
difeafe.  One  numerous  clafs  of  patients  con- 
filled  of  thofe  who,  having  ufed  mercury  ac- 
cording to  the  fevere  and  often  injudicious 
mode  which  was  praftifed  two  centuries  ago, 
found  themfelves  harralTed  with  pains,  nodes, 
ulcers,  and  feveral  other  fymptoms,  from 
which  they  were  finally  relieved  by  a courfe 
of  Guaiacum:  hence  it  w'as  concluded,  that 
this  medicine  was  fuperior,  as  an  antidote,  to 
mercury.  Another  clafs  adopted  the  G uaiacum 
courfe  from  the  firft  attack  of  their  difeafe; 
and,  deriving  fenfible  benefit,  they  hallily  pre- 
fumed that  a cure  was  accompliflied;  but,  al- 
though 
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though  their  frequent  relapfes  might  have 
iliaken  their  confidence,  yet,  as  the  renewal 
of  their  Guaiaciim  courfe  mitigated  the  vio- 
lence of  their  fymptoms,  and  often  produced 
confiderable  appearances  of  amendment,  they 
preferred  this  palliative  method  of  proceeding, 
to  the  more  diftrelling  concomitants  of  a courfe 
of  mercury. 

In  addition  to  thefe  obfervations,  it  may  be 
farther  fuggefted,  without  any  violation  of 
candour,  or  of  refpedt  to  our  predecefibrs,  that 
at  a time  when  the  natural  hittory  of  Lues 
venerea  was  fo  imperfectly  underftood,  many 
morbid  appearances,  totally  unconnected  with 
that  poifon,  were  neverthelefs  referred  to 
it;  and  that  the  cure  of  fuch  miftaken 
fymptoms,  would  contribute  greatly  to  aug- 
ment the  fame  of  the  remedy.  When  it  is 
therefore  confidered,  that  the  good  efFeCts  of 
Guaiacum  are  not  abfolutely  confined  to  thofe 
cafes,  where  a quantity  of  mercury  fufficient 
to  deftroy  the  fyphilitic  virus  has  been  intro- 
duced into  the  fyftem ; but  that,  it  may  ope- 
rate like  a true  antidote,  fufpending  for  a time 
the  progrefs  of  certain  venereal  fymptoms, 
and  removing  other  appearances  altogether, 
where  fubfequent  experience  neverthelefs 

B 4 evinces, 
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evinces,  that  the  unfubdued  virus  yet  remains 
a6tive  in  the  conftitution;  we  fliall  be  compe- 
tent to  the  explaining  of  many  of  thofe  con- 
tradidtory  alfertions,  which  abound  in  writers 
upon  this  fubjedt 

A more  enlarged  and  corredf  attention  to 
the  adtual  powers  of  this  medicine,  have  now 
unequivocally  proved  it  to  be  unequal  to  the 
purpofes  for  w hich  many  of  our  predecelTors 
gave  it;*  but  no  experiments  which  have 
come  to  my  knowledge,  have  fliewn  it  to  be 
deflitute  of  all  medicinal  virtue;  nor  ought 
any  one,  in  his  eagernefs  to  decry  it  as  a 
fpecific  remedy,  defire  to  have  it  expunged 
from  the  Materia  Medica. 

I now  proceed  to  give  the  refult  of  my  own 
obfervations  on  the  etfedts  of  the  decodfion  of 
Lignum  Guaiaci. 

This  decodtion  commonly  excites  a grate- 
ful fenfation  of  warmth  in  the  tlomach;  it 
gives  a fenfe  of  drynefs  to  the  mouth,  and 
creates  thirll;  it  alfo  increafes  the  natural 
temperature  of  the  Ikin,  and  renders  the  pulfe 
more  frequent.  If  the  patient  drink  the  de- 
codtion  made  warm,  and  lie  in  bed,  it  gene- 

* Cullen’s  Materia  Medica,  p.  196. 

Apparat.  Medicam.  Murray,  Vol.  III.  p,  414. 
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rally  proves  moderately  fudorific;  and  this 
efFedl  may  be  heightened  as  much  as  we 
pleafe,  by  employing  the  hot  bath,  the  vapour 
bath,  antimonials  combined  with  opium,  or 
the  pulvis  ipecacuanhfie  compofitus.  When 
the  deco6lion  has  been  continued  during  ten 
or  twelve  days,  in  the  quantity  of  four 
pints  each  day,  the  patient  often  complains 
of  its  producing  the  heart-burn,  accompanied 
with  flatulence ; and  he  is  ufually  coftive  during 
the  whole  courfe.  If  the  perfon  expofe  him- 
felf  freely  to  the  air,  while  he  is  taking 
this  medicine,  the  fecretion  of  urine  will  be 
augmented,  but  no  feniible  alteration  will  take 
place  in  the  ftate  of  the  Ikin. 

When  I have  exhibited  the  decoftion  of  Gua- 
iacum  in  pains  of  the  bones,  as  they  are  called, 
confining  the  patient  at  the  fame  time  to  the  bed, 
and  enjoining  a diet  confilling  of  fluids  only, 
I have  rarely  feen  any  beneficial  confequences 
refult  from  the  ufe  of  it,  except  where  it  a<5ted 
as  a fudorific;  and,  in  this  refpedl,  I think  its 
qualities  manifeftly  inferior  to  antimony,  or 
volatile  alkali.  In  feveral  inftances,  after 
per  fitting  in  a courfe  of  it  during  four  or  five 
weeks,  I have  not  gained  any  material  ad- 
vantage ; and  I have  remarked,  that  when  the 

' dolores 
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dolores  oftocopi  were  not  connected  with  Tome 
morbid  alteration  of  the  ftrudure  of  a part, 
this  medicine  was  of  little  avail.  When  the 
ftrength  and  vigour  has  been  reduced  by  a 
fuccefsful  mercurial  courfe,  with  confinement 
to  the  houfe,  and  where  a thickened  ftatc  of 
the  ligaments,  or  of  the  periofteum,  remains, 
or  where  there  are  foul  indolent  ulcers,  thefe 
fores  will  often  heal,  and  the  enlarged  mem- 
branes  will  fubfide,  during  the  adminiftration 
of  this  deccxSion. 

The  decodlion  of  Guaiacum  will  often  fuf- 
pend  the  progrefs  of  certain  fecondary  fymp- 
toms  of  lues  venerea,  for  a fhort  time ; fuch 
as,  ulcers  of  the  tonfils,  venereal  ei'uptions, 
and  even  nodes ; but  I never  faw  one  fingle 
inftance,  in  which  the  powers  of  this  medicine 
eradicated  the  venereal  virus.  It  has  been 
recommended  by  many  people,  to  combine 
guaiacum  with  mercury,  with  the  intention  of 
improving  the  fpecific  powers,  and  of  counter- 
adting  the  injurious  effedts,  of  that  mineral: 
the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  this  com- 
pound mode  of  treatment,  are  by  no  means 
well  eftablifhed ; for  Guaiacum  is  certainly  no 
antidote  againft  fyphilis ; nor  have  any  proofs 
been  given  to  the  public,  of  its  meliorating 

the 
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the  adion  of  mercury.  When  the  deco6tion 
is  given  during  the  mercurial  courfe,  it  fome- 
times  feems  to  improve  the  health ; but,  as  it 
is  very  liable  to  produce  complaints  in  the 
ftomach  and  bowels,  the  palpable  inconveni- 
encies  commonly  furpafs  the  uncertain  advan- 
' tages  connedled  with  it;  and,  as  no  previous 
courfe  of  the  deco6tion  renders  the  difeafe 
milder,  nor  authorizes  us  to  reft  fatisfied  with 
a fmaller  quantity  of  mercury  than  ufual,  it 
will  feldom  happen,  that  a fatisfaftory  reafoii 
can  be  affigned,  for  giving  the  two  medicines 
to  a patient  at  the  fame  time.  In  concluding 
this  chapter,  I would  farther  remark,  that  I 
have  given  the  decoftion  of  Guaiacum,  with 
the  beft  effects,  to  a great  number  of  patients, 
in  cutaneous  difeafes,  in  the  ozaena,  and  in 
fcrofulous  affedtions  of  the  membranes  and 
ligaments;  and  it  appears  to  me,  that  it  is 
equally  efficacious  in  fuch  morbid  alterations, 
which  are  not  at  all  conneaed  with  the  lues 
venerea,  nor  with  the  mode  of  treating  it,  as 
in  thofe  cafes  for  which  it  has  been  the  moft 
highly  celebrated. 


CHAP. 
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Of  the  RADIX  CHINJE. 

This  root,  which  is  the  produft  of  both 
the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies,  was  introduced  into 
medical  praftice  in  Europe,  under  the  cha- 
racter of  an  infallible  remedy  againft  the  lues 
venerea,  about  the  year  1535.  Decodtions 
of  the  China  root  had  been  employed  with 
advantage  in  cutaneous  difeafes,  and  in  gouty 
and  rheumatic  complaints,  before  that  period ; 
but  the  real  or  fuppofed  benefit  which  the 
Emperor  Charles  tlie  Fifth  obtained  from 
taking  this  medicine,  procured  it  a reputation 
which,  had  it  been  confined  to  people  in 
the  common  ranks  of  life,  no  virtues  of  its 
own  would  ever  have  acquired.* 

The  regimen  which  was  preferibed,  during 
the  adminiftration  of  this  medicine  in  venereal 
cafes,  was  much  lefs  rigorous,  with  refpeCt  to 
diet  and  confinement  in  bed,  than  where  Guaia- 
cum  was  employed;  and  the  courfe  w'as  fel- 

* Vefalii.  Opera,  Tom.  II.  Framplon,  Fol.  13. 
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dom  protradled  beyond  thirty  days;  thefe 
circumftances  would  no  doubt  contribute  to 
the  preference  given  to  this  decoction,  by  thofe 
' who  efteemed  it  fully  as  efficacious  as  the 
Lignum  Guaiaci.* 

To  inquire  into  the  various  caufes  that 
concurred  in  procuring  celebrity  to  a root, 
which  in  reality  podeffies  few,  or  perhaps  no 
iifeful  medicinal  qualities  at  all,  would  be  irk- 
fome  and  unprofitable:  it  may  be  therefore 
fufficient  to  Hate,  that  its  reputation  was  of 
fiiort  continuance ; that  it  funk  gradually  into 
infignificance  and  negleft,  and  that  if  a place 
had  not  been  affigned  to  it  in  fomq  compound 
decodions,  it  would,  before  now,  have  been 
altogether  overlooked,  or  forgotten. f 

Perhaps,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  fuggefl, 
that  the  eager  introdudlion  of  the  China  root, 
at  a feafon  when  G uaiacum  enjoyed  the  higheft 
reputation  as  an  antidote  againft  Syphilis,  may 
feem  to  afford  fomething  like  a prefumption, 
that  the  latter  vegetable  did  not  poflefs  the 
intire  confidence  of  thofe  w'ho  employed  it 
Without  infifting  upon  an  argument  of  this 

* NIc.  MafTa.  in  Aphrod.  Fallopius  ib. 
f Apparat..Medicam. 

kind. 


14  OF  THE  RADIX  CHIN*E. 

kind,  I fliall  only  obferve,  that  this  circum- 
llance,  along  with  a multitude  of  limilar  inci- 
dents, may  be  fairly  refolved  into  that  fickle- 
nefs,  caprice,  or  love  of  novelty,  which  exer- 
cife  a rnore  powerful  influence  over  the  deter- 
minations and  actions  of  the  greater  part  of 
mankind,  than  a regard  either  to  truth  or 
utility. 
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CHAP.  III. 


Of  the  RADIX  SARSAPARILLA^. 

The  root  of  Sarfaparilla  was  brought  into 
. Europe  from  the  Weft  Indies,  about  the  year 
i'53o,  with  the  charafler  of  being  a medicine 
iingularly  efficacious  in  the  cure  of  lues  vene- 
rea. Some  of  the  early  writers  on  the  merits 
of  this  plant,  have  been  neither  diftindl  nor 
uniform,  in  the  accounts  they  have  given  of 
its  virtues.  By  fome,  it  was  preferred  to  the 
Lignum  Guaiaci ; ^ while  others  maintained, 
that  its  fanative  powers  were  really  inferior 
to  this  vegetable,  but  that  they  were  fuperior 
to  thofe  of  the  China  root,  f 

The 

* Regium  eft  hoc  auxilium,  & antidotum  ad  fugan- 
dam  Luem  iftam,  & hac  ratione  ego  fido  Salfte  magis 
quam  Ligno.  Imbecillior  eft  certe  Ligno  : habet  tamen 
ipfa  nobiles  vires,  quibus  fuperat  Guaiacum,  & eft  quod 
ft  poft  fuperatum  gallicum  reftent  ulcera,  Rhagades  circa 
fedem,  dupio  citius  fanat  base,  quam  Lignum  Indicum. 
Fallopius  de  Morbo  Gallico.  Cap.  LXIII. 

•}•  Ut  fummatim  dicam,  in  Salfaperilia  fimt  omnes 
virtutes  ficut  in  Ligno  Indico  funt,  sed  debitiores^  & ideo 

medici 
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The  Sarfaparilla  was  adminiftered  under  the 

form  of  deco(5lion,  fyrup,  and  powder;  and 
\ 

thefe  preparations  were  often  rendered  more 
complex,  by  the  addition  of  feveral  other 
articles  of  the  materia  medica,  which  were 
fuppofed  to  add  efficacy  to  the  principal  in- 
gredient. Yet,  notwithftanding  the  high  re- 
putation which  this  medicine  fuftained  among 
the  early  pra6litioners,  it  fell  gradually  into 
difufe  and  negle6t ; and  the  decodtion  of  it 
was  at  length  confidered,  as  pofleffing  merely 
the  properties  of  a convenient  diluent. 

The  Sarfaparilla  root  was  however  brought 
into  more  general  efteem,  about  the  middle  of 
the  prefent  century,  by  the  late  Dr.  William 
Hunter,  who  advifed  Dr.  Chapman  to  make 
trial  of  it,  in  a very  deplorable  cafe  of  pha- 
gedenic bubo;*  and,  the  ftriking  advantages 
which  were  derived  from  the  ufe  of  it  in  that 
inftance,  induced  Dr.  Hunter  to  recommend 
it  to  feveral  other  medical  praditioners. 
In  no  long  time  after  this.  Sir  William 
Fordyce  publiflied  a narrative,  containing 

meclici  non  pauci  ejus  virtutem  augere  conantur  cum 
permixtione  Ligni  Indici. — Atque  aliarum  inedicinaruni, 
& aliorum  fimplicium  perniixtione.  Nic.  Mafia.  Cap.  II. 

* Chapman  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe.  Ed.  ad. 

a feries 
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a reries  of  experiments,  made  to  afcertain 
the  virtues  of  Sarfaparilla  in  venereal  cafes  ; 
to  which  he  fubjoined  fuch  pra6tical  remarks 
as  the  courfe  of  his  obfervations  had  furniflied. 
1 (hail  infert  thefe  cohclufions,  for  the  fake  of 
offering  fome  reflections  on  them.* 

1.  It  (Sarfaparilla)  will  commonly  re- 
" lieve,  in  a very  fliort  fpace  of  time,  vene- 

real  head-achs,  and  noCturnal  pains  ; and^ 
♦'*  if  perfifted  in, 'I  believe  will  always  cure. 

2.  In  emaciated  or  confumptive  liabits, 
from  a venereal  caufe,  it  is  the  greateft 
reftorer  of  appetite,  flefli,  colour,  ftrength, 
and  vigor,  that  I know  of. 

3.  When  the  throat,  nofe,  palate,  or 
“ the  fpungy  bones  in  general  are  affeCted 

with  a flough  or  caries,  it  will  commonly 
''  com  pleat  the  cure,  if  perfevered  in  long 
enough,  provided  a mercurial  courfe,  I 
mean  by  unClion,  has  preceded  the  ufe  of 
the  farfaparilla, 

4.  When  the  body  is  covered  with  dry 
blotches,  or  moift  fores,  (ftill  fuppofing  the 
caufe  venereal)  it  will  greatly  promote  the 

**  cure,  nay  often  compleat  it;  but  without 

* Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries.  Vol.  I, 

C the 
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the  afliftance  of  mercury,  there  will  b€ 
danger  of  a relapfe. 

5.  In  fimple  chancres  it  will  do  little 
fervice,  but  if  it  is  given  in  cafes  where 

**  the  chancres  or  buboes  will  not  heal  or 
dillolve,  after  the  ufe  of  mercurial  un6tion, 
it  will  often  cure,  and  always  do  manifeft 
fervice. 

6.  It  will  oftentimes  anfwcr,  and  that 
fpeedily,  without  fweating,  confinement, 
or  any  very  itridl  regimen,  at  all  feafons  of 
the  year,  where  mercurial  un6tions,  and 
long-continued  courfes  of  ftrong  decoc- 
tions  of  Guaiacum,  either  by  itfelf  Amply, 

''  or  compounded  with  a fmall  proportion  of 
our  Sarfiiparilla,  have  failed. 

7.  **  It  would  feem  probable,  from  any 
obfervations  I have  yet  been  able  to  make, 

**  that  the  Sarfaparilla  root  is  only  to  be 
depended  on,  in  venereal  cafes  where 
mercury  has  failed  ; at  leaft,  has  preceded 
the  ufe  of  the  deco6tion,  or  when  it  is 
**  combined  with  it ; and  therefore  is  not 
to  be  tr lifted  to  alone,  unlefs  in  fuch  cir-* 
cumftances, 

8.  **  Mercury  alone  will  in  general  cure 
**  moft  venereal  complaints.  The  Sarfapa-* 

rilla  will  perhaps  always  cure  what  refifts 

**  the 
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the  power  of  mercury.  It  is  therefore 
probable,  that  we  may  find  in  mercury 
« and  Sarfaparilla  properly  combined,  a cer- 
tain  cure  for  every  cafe  that  can  be  called 
venereal.” 

My  own  experience  of  the  efficacy  of  Sar- 
faparilla in  venereal  complaints,  has  indeed 
obliged  me  to  form  a very  different  effimate 
of  its  good  qualities,  from  that  which  is 
given  in  the  preceding  obfervations  ; yet  I 
would  by  no  means  affect  to  depreciate  the 
labours  of  Sir  William  Fordyce,  or  to  quef- 
tion  the  good  faith  with  which  his  reports 
were  collected.  Indeed,  the  publication  of 
his  papers  has  been  attended  with  the  advan- 
tage of  recalling  the  attention  of  medical 
men,  to  an  ufeful  article  of  the  materia 
medica  ; and,  if  the  advocate  of  this  negle<5led 
medicine  over-rated  its  ufeful  properties,  our 
obligations  are  ftill  due  to  him,  for  introdu- 
cing into  more  general  notice,  a vegetable 
remedy  which  has  been  too  much  underva- 
lued by  men  of  eminence  in  the  profelfion.'*' 

C 2 In 


* Thus  it  fell  into  dlfrepute,  and  by  degrees  was 
almoft  forgotten,  infomuch  that  of  late,  fome  of  our 

greateft 
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In  the  firft  of  the  foregoing  remarks,  St' 
William  Fordyce  has  exprefsiy  alferted,  that 
Sarfaparilla  can  ctire  the  venereal  difeafe : the 
fecond  remark  doe^  not  exprefs  any  thing 
more,  than  that  this  vegetable  poflelTes  emi- 
nently nutritive  qualities.  In  the  fix  following 
paragraphs,  he  requires,  that  a mercurial 
courfe  fliall  have  preceded  the  exhibition  of 
the’  decb'6tion  ; or  that  mercury  ihali  be  given 
in  ‘ conjundtion  with  it.  It  likewife  appears 
farther,  that  Sarfaparilla  cannot  cure  the  pri- 
mary fymptoms  of  fyphilis  ; and  that,  with 
bne  fingle  exception,  it  never  cures  the 
fecondary  fymptoms,  without  the  co-opera- 
tion of  mercury.  From  the  general  tenor  of 
the  paper  referred  to,  I cannot  fuppofe,  that 
the  author  defigned  to  propofe  the  Sarfaparilla 
as  a competitor  with  mercury ; but  that  he 
rather  intended  to  teach,  that  the  former 

greateft  maflers  of  medicine  have  aflerted,  that  Its  de- 
eodion  is  no  better  than  barley  water. 

Med.  Obf.  and  Enq.  Vol.  I. 

If  I was  to  confult  my  own  experience  alottO,  I 
lliould  not  give  this  root  a place  in  the  Materia  Medica ; 
for,  tried  in  every  fliape,  I have  never  found  It  an  effec- 
fual  mediOinej  in  Syphilis,  or  any  other  difeafe. 

Cullon’s  Mat.  Med.  Vol.  II. 

medicin© 
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niedicine  could  remove  venereal  fymptoms, 
to  the  cure  of  which  the  latter  was  unequal, 
and  which,  on  fome  occafions,  would  even 
aggravate  them.  In  profecuting  this  fubjea,  I 
fliall,  for  the  fake  of  perfpicuity,  divide  it  into 
two  dillin6t  queftions. 

I ft.  Is  the  Sarfaparilla  root,  when  given 
alone,  to  be  fafely  relied  on,  in  the  treatnaent 
of  Lues  Venerea  ? 

The  late  Mr.  Bromfeild,  my  predeceftbr, 
and,  during  fome  years,  my  colleague  at  the 
Lock  Hofpital,  hqs  given  a very  decided 
anfwer  to  this  queftion : I folemnly  declare, 

(fays  he,)  I never  faw  a fingle  inftance  in 
**  my  life,  where  it  cured  that  diforder  without 
*Mhe  aftiftance  of  mercury;  either  given  at 
the  fame  time  with  it,  or  when  it  had  been 
**  previoufly  taken  before  the  deco6lion  was 
dire6ted.”* 

My  own  experience,  during  many  years, 
coincides  intirely  with  the  obfervations  of 
Mr.  Bromfeild.  I have  employed  the  Sarfa- 
parilla, in  powder,  and  in  deco6tions,  in  an 
almoft  infinite  variety  of  cafes ; and  I feel 
myfelf  fully  authorifed  to  afiert,  that  this 

PrafHcal  Ohfen'ations  on  thp  Ufe  of  Corrofive 
Sublimate,  and  Sarfaparilla,  &c.  P.  78. 
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plant  has  not  the  power  of  curing  any  one 
form  of  the  lues  venerea. 

The  Sarfaparilla  indeed,  like  the  Guaiacum, 
is  capable  of  alleviating  lymptoms  derived 
from  the  venereal  virus;  and  it  fometimes 
manifefts  the  power  of  fufpending,  for  a time, 
the  deftru6tive  ravages  of  that  contagion: 
but,  where  the  poifon  has  not  been  previoufly 
fubdued  by  mercury,  the  fymptoms  will 
quickly  return ; and,  in  addition  to  them, 
we  often  fee  the  moft  indubitable  proofs, 

, that  the  difeafe  is  making  an  actual  progrefs, 
during'  th^  regular  adminiftration  of  the 
vegetable  remedy. 

The  nature  of  that  benefit  which  many 
perfons  adlually  obtain  from  Sarfaparilla,  when 
they  are  afflidted  with  the  lues  venerea,  will 
form  a fubje6t ' of  difeuffion  hereafter ; in  the 
mean  time,  I fhall  proceed  to  treat  the  fecond 
queftion,  conne<5ted  with  the  inquiry  before 
me. 

2.  When  the  Sarfaparilla  root  is  given,  in 
conjundlion  with  mercury,  does  it  render 
the  mercurial  courfe  more  certain  and  effi-  - 
cacious } 

In  replying  to  this  query,  it  is  neceffary  to 
obferve,  that  the  phrafe  to  increafe  the 

‘‘  efficacy 
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efficacy  of  mercury,”  may  imply,  that  a 
fmaller  quantity  of  this  mineral  antidote,  will 
confer  fecurity  on  an  infedted  perfon,  when 
Sarfaparilla  is  added  to  it:  or,  it  may  mean, 
that  mercury  would  be  fometimes  unequal  to 
the  cure,  without  the  aid  of  Sarfaparilla.  If  a 
deco6tion  of  this  root  did  indeed  poflefs  fo 
admirable  a quality,  that  the  quantity  of  mer- 
cury necellary  to  effedl  a cure,  might  be 
fafely  reduced,  whenever  it  was  given  during 
a mercurial  courfe,  it  would  form  a moft 
valuable  addition  to  our  materia  medica. 
This  opinion  has  been,  however,  unfortunately 
falfified  by  the  moft  ample  experience ; and,' 
whoever  fhall  be  fo  unwary  as  to  a6t  upon 
fuch  a preemption,  will  be  fure  to  find  his 
own  and  his  patient’s  expe(5tations  egregioufly 
difappointed.  ' 

If  the  Sarfaparilla  root  be  a genuine  antidote 
againft  the  fyphilitic  virus,  it  ought  to  cure 
the  difeafe  when  adminiftered  alone ; but,  if  no 
diredt  proof  can  be  adduced  of  its  being  equal 
to  this,  any  arguments  founded  on  hiftories 
where  mercury  had  been  previoufly  given,  or 
where  both  the  medicines  were  adminiftered 
at  the  fame  time,  muft  be  anibiguous  and 
undecifive. 

C4 
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It  appears  probable,  that  Sir  Williairi 
Fordyce,  and  fome  other  perfons,  entertained 
a notion,  that  there  were  certain  venereal 
fymptoms  which  commonly  refilled  the  po- 
tency of  mercury ; and  that  the  Sarfaparilla  was 
an  appropriate  remedy  in  thefe  cafes.  This 
opinion,  I believe,  is  not  correct,  for  it  mili- 
tates againft  all  I have  ever  obferved  of  the 
progrefs  and  treatment  of  lues  venerea. 

Indeed,  thofe  patients  who  have  lately  ufed 
a full  coiirfe  of  mercury,  often  complain  of 
no6lurnal  pains  in  their  limbs ; they  are  fome- 
times  afflicted  with  painful  enlargements  of 
the  elbow  and  knee  joints;  or  they  have 

membranous  nodes,  cutaneous  ex  ulcerations, 

> . ■ 

and  certain  other  fymptoms,  refembling  thofe 
which  are  the  offspring  of  the  venereal  virus. 
It  may  and  does  often  happen,  that  appear- 
ances like  thefe  are  miftaken  for  a true 
venereal  affection ; and,  in  confequence  of  this 
error,  mercury  is  adminiftered,  which  never 
fails  to  exafperate  the  difeafe.  Now,  if  a 
ftrong  deco6lion  of  the  Sarfaparilla  root  be 
given  to  perfons  under  thefe  circumflances,  it 
will  feldom  fail  of  producing  the  molt  bene- 
ficial effects;  hence  it  has  been  contended, 
that  fymptoms  derived  from  the  contagion  of 

Lues 
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Lues  Venerea,  which  could  not  be  cured  by 
merpury,  have  finally  yielded  to  this  vege- 
table remedy.  It  muft  be  acknowledged, 
that  reprefentations  of  this  kind  have  a 
fpecious  and  impofing  air;  neverthelefs,  I 
lhall  endeavour  to  prove,  that  they  are  neither 
exa6l  nor  conclufive. 

If  any  of  the  above-named  fymptoms  thould 
appear  near  the  conclufion  of  a courfe  of 
mercury,  when  that  medicine  was  operating 
powerfully  on  the  whole  fyftem,  it  would  be 
a ftrange  and  inexplicable  thing,  if  they  could 
poffibly  be  derived  immediately  from  the 
uncontrolled  agency  of  the  venereal  virus: 
this  would  imply  fomething  like  a palpable 
contradiction,  that  the  antidote  fliould  be  ope- 
rating with  futficient  efficacy  to  cure  the 
venereal  fymptoms  for  which  it  was  directed ; 
while,  at  the  fame  time,  the  venereal  virus 
was  proceeding  to  contaminate  new  parts, 
and  to  excite  a new  order  of  appearances. 

One  fource,  and  a very  common  one,/  to 
which  fome  of  the  miftakes  committed  upon 
this  fubjeCt  may  he  traced,  is  a perfuafion, 
that  every  morbid  alteratiop  which  arifes  in 
an  infected  perfon,  is  actually  tainted  with  the 

venereal 
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venereal  virus,  and  ought  to  be  afcribed  los 
it,  as  its  true  caufe. 

Every  experienced  furgeon  muft,  however, 
be  aware,  that  very  little  of  truth  and  reality 
exifts  in  a reprefentation  of  this  kind.  The  con- 
tagious matter,  and  the  mineral  fpecific,  may 
jointly  produce  in  certain  habits  of  body,  a new 
feries  of  fymptoms,  which,  ftriftly  fpeaking, 
are  not  venereal ; which  cannot  be  cured  by 
mercury ; and  which  are  fometimes  more  to 
be  dreaded,  than  the  limple  and  natural  effedla 
of  the  venereal  virus.  Some  of  the  moft 
formidable  of  thefe  appearances  may  be  fome- 
times removed  by  Sarfaparilla,  the  venereal 
virus  ftill  remaining  in  the  fyftem ; and,  when 
the  force  of  that  poifon  has  been  completely 
fubdued  by  mercury,  the  fame  vegetable  i» 
alfo  capable  of  freeing  the  patient,  from  what 
may  be  called,  the  fequelae  of  a mercurial 
coLirfe. 

1 ftate  thefe  fa6ts  with  confidence,  becaufe 
they  have  been  carefully  verified  by  long 
and  extenfive  experience : how  far  they  may 
quadrate,  or  not,  with  any  particular  hypo- 
thefis,  is  not  my  prefent  concern. 

This  part  of  the  fubjeft  will  receive  fome 

illuftration,  by  a recital  of  the  following  cafes. 

CASE 
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CASE  THE  FIRST. 

In  the  year  1 789,  I was  confulted  by  -a 
gentleman,  on  account  of  a diforder  in  his 
throat,  which  he  confidered  as  the  return  of 
a venereal  complaint.  He  had  ufed  a courfe 
of  mercury,  under  the  dire6tion  of  a furgeon, 
for  a chancre,  and  an  ulcer  on  one  of  the 
tonfils:  thefe  lymptoms  had  gradually  dif- 

appeared,  and  he  was  declared,  by  his  furgeon, 
to  be  cured.  In  about  a fortnight  after  he  had 
ceafed  to  employ  mercury,  his  throat  became 
painful,  and  ulcerated  ; this  being  confidered  as 
a relapfe,  he  refumed  the  ufe  of  the  fpecific, 
but  gained  no  advantage  from  it ; on  the  con- 
trary, he  feemed  worfe.  At  this  period,  I firft 
faw  him  : — he  was  much  reduced ; had  a very 
quick  and  feeble  pulfe ; and  complained  of 
great  general  debility.  On  examining  his 
throat,  I found  one  of  the  tonfils  intirely  de- 
llroyed ; the  ulcer  had  corroded  about  one  half 
of  the  uvula,  and  of  the  velamen  palatinum 
on  that  fide ; and  it  was  proceeding  rapidly 
down  the  velamen  palatinum  on  the  other 
fide.  I declared  the  ulcer  not  to  be  venereal ; 
and  directed  the  gentleman  to  go  into  the 

country. 
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country,  to  adopt  a generous  plan  of  diet ; 
und  to  take  a pint  and  a half  of  a ftrong  decocr 
tion  of  Sarfaparilla  every  day.  The  amend- 
ment which  fucceeded  on  his  following  thofe 
dire6tions,  was  rapid  and  decilive;  he  was 
perfe(5Hy  well  in  about  a month,  and  had  no 
fymptorns  afterwards  of  a fyphilitic  nature, 

CASE  THE  SECOND. 

A young  gentleman  had  a chancre, 
which  was  fucceedcd  by  a bubo;  and,  not 
ufing  mercury  effedlually,  a venereal  ulcer 
appeared  fome  time  afterwards  in  his  throat 
His  furgeon  directed  him  to  keep  at  home, 
and  conducted  him  through  a very  proper 
courfe  of  mercury.  The  primary  lymptoms. 
were  foon  cured ; but  the  ulcer  in  his  throat 
remained  foul  and  floughy,  and  fhewed  no 
tendency  to  heal.  When  he  had  nearly 
employed  as  much  mercury  as  had  been 
intended,  feveral  fmall  tubercles  appeared 
on  different  parts  of  his  body,  w'hich  were 
fopn  converted  into  deep  foul  ulcers,  of  a 
confiderable  extent : thefe  fores  were  like- 

wife  extremely  painful,  and  difcharged  large 
(quantities  of  a fetid  fanies.  The  patient  was 

greatly 
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greatly  emaciated ; he  had ' a quick  and  feebk 
Jnilfe>  and  exhibited  every  appearance  of  ont 
in  a very  declining  ftate  of  health.  At  this 
period  of  the  difeafe,  1 was  confulted ; ahd 
advifed>  that  the  mercury  Ihould  be  difconti- 
nued ; that  he  Ihould  be  taken  out  every  day 
in  a carriage;  and  that  he  fliould  take  the 
deco(5tion  and  powder  of  Saffaparilla.  The 
gehtlenlan  perfevered  nearly  three  weeks,  ih 
following  thefe  directions,  before  he  expe^ 
rienccd  any  confiderable  amendment;  but^ 
after  the  expiration  of  that  time,  he  recovered 
rapidly,  fo  that  his  fores  were  healed,  and  his 
health  was  reftored,  in  about  two  months  from 
the  time  of  my  firft  vifiting  him* 

Thefe  two  cafes  will  ferve  to  illuftfate 
What  i have  advanced  in  the  foregoing  pages; 
and  illuftration  is  all  I defign  by  them.  I 
fliould  find  no  difficulty  in  filling  many  pages 
With  recitals  of  the  good  effhas  of  Sarfaparillai 
taken  after  a mercurial  courfe,  where  there 
have  been  noaurnal  pains>  fwellings  of  the 
larger  joints,  nodes  of  the  periofteUm,  caries 
of  different  bones  of  the  face,  and  thefe 
accompanied  with  heftical  lymptoms,  atrophy, 
and  other  formidable  appearances:  but  I con- 
ceive,- 
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ceive,  that  to  multiply  narratives  of  this  kind^ 
livould  be  rather  oftentatious  than  ufeful. 

The  inftances  in  which  the  beneficial  efFc6ls 
of  Sarfaparilla  are  permanent,  are  thofe  where 
the  difeafe  has  been  previoufly  cured  by  mer- 
cury ; and  where  new  fymptoms  have  arifen, 
not  at  all  connedtcd  with  tlie  aftive  Hate  of 
the  venereal  virus.  But  I have  alfo  faid,  that 
this  vegetable  may  do  fervice  in  cafes  where 
the  fyphilitic  poifon  has  not  been  deftroyed  by 
the  proper  antidote:  here  the  advantages 
derived  from  this  medicine,  are  merely  tem- 
porary, and  commonly  of  a fhort  duration. 
Of  the  truth  of  this  ftatement,  the  following 
hiftories  will  afford  a fufficient  illuftration, 

CASE  THE  THIRD. 

R.  B.  aged  twenty-five  years,  became  my 
patient  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  year 
1794,  after  having  employed  two  mercurial 
courfes,  unfuccefsfully,  in  the  country.  When 
I firft  faw  him,  his  knees,  ankles,  and  elbow 
joints,  w'ere  very  much  fwollen,  painful,  and 
almoft  immoveable;  he  was  greatly  emaci- 
.ated ; had  a quick  pulfe ; profufe  night  fvveats, 

with 
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with  the  common  hedlical  fymptoms;  and  his 
general  appearance  was  that  of  a man  in  th^ 
laft  Itage  of  a phthifis  pulmonalis.  In  addition 
to  thefe  complaints,  he  had  a large  node  on 
the  forehead,  and  another  on  the  tibia  of  the 
left  leg.  I diredled  him  to  take  the  powder 
of  Sarfaparilla,  with  lime  water ; and  to  ufc 
fuch  nouri/liing  diet  as  his  llomach  could  re- 
ceive. in  the  fpace  of  three  weeks,  he  had 
amended  confiderably ; his  pains  were  quite 
relieved ; he  could  move  his  legs  and  arms ; 
hispulfe  was  reduced  to  nearly  the  natural 
llandard ; and  he  was  evidently  regaining  his 
flelh  and  ftrength.  He  perfevered  in  this 
courfe  of  medicine,  during  two  months,  and 
his  health  feemed  to  be  perfectly  re-eftablilhed  i 
but  the  venereal  nodes  which  had  nearly 
fubfided,  now  began  to  increafe  rapidly ; ’ he 
fufFered  much  from  nodturnal  pains,  and  his 
health  vifibly  declined.  Under  thefe  circum- 
llances,  I concluded  that  the  venereal  virus 
was  now  proceeding  in  its  ufual  courfe,  and  i 
accordingly  defifted  from  giving  him  the  Sar^ 
faparilla,  and  dire^ed  the  ufe  of  mercury. 


✓ 
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CASE  tHE  FOURTH. 

Mrs.  — aged  forty  years,  had  uridergone 
two  fucceffive  courfes  of  mercury,  on  account 
of  a venereal  ulcer  in  the  throat ; and  the 
difeafe  had  recurred  twice.  I faw  her  firft, 
about  three  months  after  the  termihation  of 
the  fecorid  mercurial  courfe:  at  that  time 
file  had  a venereal  ulcer  on  one  of  the  tonfils, 
and  complained  of  no6lurnal  head-achs.  The 
infirm  ftate  of  her  health,  rendered  the  imme- 
diate life  of  mercury  improper;  I therefore 
ordered  a common  gargle ; the  decoction  of 
Sarfaparilla  with  bark ; arid  advifed  her  to 
femove  into  the  country  until  her  health 
Jliould  be  improved.  By  perfevering  in  this 
mode  of  treatment,  duririg  two  months,  Ihe 
recovered  her  health  ; the  ulcer  in  her  throat 
^yas  healed;  and  fhe  ceafed  to  complain  of 
head-ach.  From  thefe  favourable  appearances, 
Ihe  too  haftily  concluded  herfelf  to  be  well; 
but,  in  about  fix  weeks  from  this  period,  the 
ulcer  again  appeared  in  her  throat;  fhe  had  a 
node  on  one  of  the  parietal  bones,  and  com-  ' 
plained  as  much  of  pain  as  ever.  I therefore 
thought  it  proper  to  infift  on  her  employing 
another  courfe  of  mercury. 


CASE 
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CASE  THE  FIFTH. 

Mr.  F.  ufed  mercury,  under  the  direction 
of  an  apothecary,  on  account  of  a chancre, 
and  was  fuppofed  to  be  cured.  In  about  three 
months  afterwards,  feveral  venereal  blotches 
appeared  on  his  forehead,  and  he  fulFered  very 
feverely  from  no6turnal  head-achs.  His  apo- 
thecary, not  fuppofing  thefe  fymptoms  to  be 
ve.nereal,  gave  him  the  extradt  of  Sarlaparilla, 
diflTolved  in  a decodion  of  the  root  of  that 
plant.  This  diet  drink  fufpended  the  violence 
of  the  head-ach,  and  the  eruption  difappeared 
entirely.  But,  while  he  was  ftill  taking  this , 
medicine,  with  a View  of  eftablifliing  his  health, 
completely,  the  pains  returned  with  -dh.  in- 
creafed  violence,  and  the  eruptions  appeared 
again  upon  his  forehead.  He  now  placed 
himfelf  under  my  care ; and  his  complaints 
were  finally  removed  by  the '^dminiftration  of 
mercurywv  .•  . v, . ; 


case  THE  SIXTH.  ./''j 

Mr.,C.  underwent  a long  and  fevere  c'ourfe 
of  mercury,  on  account  of  an  ulcer  in  his 
5 D throat. 


34  OF  THE  RADIX  SARS AP ARILL^E. 

throat,  and  'a  node  on  the  left  tibia : at  the 
conclufion  of  it,  he  was  much  emaciated ; hiS 
health  was  in  a bad  ftate,  and  he  was  nearly 
deprived  of  the  ufe  of  his  limbs.  The  ulcei^ 
in  his  throat  was,  however,  healed,  and  the 
node  had  fubfided*  The  gentleman  who  at- 
tended him,  fuppofing  the  venereal  virus  te 
be'  extinguiflied,  advifed  a courfe  of  warm 
fea-bathing ; and  Mr.  C.  went  down  ta 
Brighthelmftone  for  that  purpofe.  During  his 
continuance  there,  he  derived  no  advantage 
from  the  fea  air,  nor  from  the  warm  baths; 
and,  after  remaining  nearly  fix  weeks,  he 
returned  to  town,  and  requeued  my  attend- 
ance. When  I firft  faw  him,  he  was  greatly 
emaciated;  was  extremely  feeble;  and  the 
joints  of  his  lower  extremities  fo  much 
fwollen  and  painful,  that  he  was  obliged  to  ufe 
crutches,  in  removing  from  his  bed-chamber 
into  his  drawing-room.  The  periofteum  was 

tender,  and  fomewhat  thickened,  at  that  part 

\ 

where  the  node  had  formerly  exifted  ; but  the 
tumefa6lion  was  inconfiderable.  By  taking 
the  decoftion  and  powder  of  Sarfaparilla,  he 
recovered  his  health,  regained  the  ufe  of  hiS 
limbs,  and  acquired  his  iifual  degree  of 
ftrength:  but,  although  he  flattered  himfelf  that' 

his 
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his  complaints  were  removed,  I fuggelled 
fome  doubts  of  his  being  free  from  the  Lues 
Venerea.  In  lefs  than  three  months  from  the 
time  I firft  faw  him^  the  node  began  again  to 
rife,  and  became  very  painful ; the  lower  part 
of  the  ulna  enlarged  confiderably,  rendering 
the  motion  of  the  fore  arm,  both  painful  and 
difficult;  a venereal  ulcer  appeared  in  his  throat; 
and  his  body  was  almoft  covered  with  erup- 
tions. The  difeafe  in  his  throat,  the  blotches 
on  his  fltin,  and  the  node  on  the  ulna,  were 
removed  in  a few  weeks,  by  the  agency  of 
mercury;  but  his  cure  was  not  completed, 
till  after  the  exfoliation  of  a piece  of  carious 
bone  from  the  tibia  of  the  left  leg. 


CASE  THE  SEVENTH. 

One  of  my  patients  in  the  Lock  Hofpital^ 
who  had  nearly  completed  his  courfe  of  inunc- 
tion, ffiewed  me  a little  tumor,  refembling  a 
fmall  boil,  upon  the  Ikin  of  his  forehead,  cover- 
ing the  right  fide  of  the  frontal  bone ; this  tumor 
was  red  and  painful,  and  had  a fmall  pimple 
in  its  centre,  containing  a Iranfparent  fluid. 
In  the  courfe  of  two  or  three  days,  a little 
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matter  was  difcharged  fpontaneoufly  fron¥ 
the  boil,  and  a rapid  and  extenfive  ulceratioiT 
fucceeded  its  rupture.  The  ulcer  foon  de- 
ftroyed  a portion  of  the  fkin,  as  large  as 
the  palm  of  the  hand ; the  cellular  membrane 
feparated  in  large  ofFenfive  Houghs;  and  the 
Houghing  extended  under  the  found  Ikin, 
beyond  the  margin  of  the  ulcer,  occafioning 
a great  extent  of  hollownefs,  from  this  lofs 
of  fubftance.  The  deftrudtion  of  the  cellular 
membrane  took  place  in  every  diredlion ; and 
the  mifehief  extended  as  low  as  the  inner 
angle  of  the  eye. 

This  ulcer  was  of  a very  irregular  figure, 
was  extremely  painful,  and  difcharged  large 
quantities  of  an  offenfive  fanies,  mixed  with 
corrupted  cellular  membrane.  I fufpended 
the  mercurial  courfe ; advifed  the  patient  to 
remove  from  the  hofpital  into  lodgings ; and 
directed  him  to  take  Sarfaparilla,  both  in 
powder  and  decoction.  The  fore  was  walked 
with  a llrong  deception  of  the  lliavings  of 
Guaiacum,  and  covered  with  a carrot  poul- 
tice. By  purfuing  this  method,  with  fuch 
occafional  variation  of  the  drelfings  as  the 
Hate  of  the  fore  indicated,  it  was  perfectly 
healed  in  about  fix  weeks.  As  I knew  that 

this 
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this  patient  was  not  perfectly  cured  of  the 
Lues  Venerea,  I ordered  him  to  return  to 
the  hofpital,  on  the  firft  appearance  of  any 
fufpicious  fymptoms : he  accordingly  ^applied 
to  me,  about  a month  after  the  healing  of 
the  fore  on  hjs  forehead,  and  fliewed  me 
ulcers  on  both  the  tonlils,  and  on  the  pofterior 
part  of  the  fauces  i for  which  I direifted  a 
courfe  of  mercury. 

The  ulcer  which  I have  now  been  deferibing, 
is  not  a very  uncommon  occurrence : I have 
feen  it  feveral  times  in  private  pra6tice,  as 
well  as  in  the  Lock  Hofpital ; and  it  has,  in 
every  inftance,  yielded  to  the  mode  of  treat- 
ment deferibed  above. 

As  my  principal  delign,  in  the  introduction 
pf  cafes  into  this  work,  is  illultration,  the 
foregoing  hiftories  will  fufficiently  fulfil  the 
objea  propofed ; I fhall,  therefore,  omit  infert- 
ing  many  others  which  I had  feleaed  for 
that  purpofe,  and  proceed  to  offer  fome  prac- 
tical obfervations. 

The  third,  fourth,  fifth,  and  lixth  narratives, 
evince  the  virtues  of  Sarfaparilla,  in  cafes 
truly  venereal;  they  do  not,  indeed,  fhew 
that  it  can  cure  the  difeafe ; but  they  afford 
ample  evidence  of  its  power  in  abating  the 
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violence  of  fome  fymptoms,  and  retarding  the 
progrefs  of  others,  without  proving  perma^ 
nently  beneficial  to  the  patient. 

The  feyenth  narrative  prefents  an  inftance 
of  what  1 fuggefted  before ; that  new  difeafes 
may  arife  during  a mercurial  courfe,  which 
are  not  truly  venereal,  and  which  are  ex- 
afperated  by  mercury ; and  that  thefe  com- 
plaints may  be  removed  by  Sarfaparilla,  (and 
fometimes  by  other  medicines,)  the  original 
difeafe  remaining  unfuhdued.  The  feveral 
fa(5ts  which  have  been  alleged  in  the  courfe 
of  this  chapter,  prove  very  fufficiently  that 
Sai'fiiparilla  is  a good  medicine;  but  they 
likewife  militate  againft  the  notion  of  its  being 
an  antidote  deferving  of  confidence,  in  Lues 
Venerea.  It  may,  perhaps,  be  urged  in  its. 
behalf,  that  it  is  a fpecific  quoad  hoc;  fince 
it  alleviates  venereal  fymptoms,  and  checks, 
in  fome  degree,  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe. 
Againft  this  plea,  however,  I would  adduce 
what  muft  appear  like  a very  decifive  objec- 
tion; that  no  quantity  of  Sarfaparilla  can 
fuccefsfully  oppofe  the  a6tion  of  the  fyphilitic 
virus  beyond  a very  limited  period ; fince  the 
difeafe  will  continue  to  fpread,  and  infedl  the 
fyftem  more  deeply,  and  even  demonftrate 
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t|ie  reality  of  Its  progrefs,  by  tlie  appearance 
of  new  and  additional  fymptoms,  at  the 
very  time  when  the  patient  is  under  the 
full  influence  of  the  medicine,  and  is  adually 
taking  as  large  quantities  of  it  as  his  llo- 
mach  can  retain.  Nothing  like  this  is  ever 
feen  to  occur,  during  a Ikilful  adminiftration 
of  mercury,  v 

It  cannot  be  deemed  neceflary  to  produce 
any  more  evidence  of  the  infufflciency  of 
Sarfaparilla,  as  a proper  and  certain  remedy- 
in  the  Lues  Venerea ; but,  while  I reject  it  as 
a Ipecific,  I would  by  no  means  dilparage  it 
as  a medicine  poflefling  no  valuable  qualities. 
In  thofe  cafes  where  the  malignant  powers 
pf  the  virus  have  proved  materially  prejudicial 
to  the  health,  fo  that  the  patient  cannot  enter 
upon  the  ufe  of  mercury  with  propriety,  the 
deco61ion  and  powder  of  Sarfaparilla,  will  often 
retard  the  deftru6tive  agency  of  the  venereal 
poifon,  and  repair  the  breaches  made  in  the 
conftitution : it  may  be  fometimes  given  with 
advantage,  during  a courfe  of  mercurial 
frictions,  when  it  does  npt  occafion  a deter- 
mination to  the  bowels;  and  it  will  almoft 
invariably  remove  many  of  the  moft  trouble- 
fome  fequelas  of  a courfe  of  mercury. 
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Nor  are  the  falutary  properties  of  thei 
Sarfaparjlla  root  ufeful  in  thofe  difeafes 
only  that  are  either  immediately  or  re^ 
motely  connected  with  Syphilis;  its  beneficial 
effedls  are  often  demonftrated  in  the  treatment 
of  foul,  untra<5table,  fpreading  fores ; in  more 
than  one  form  of  fcrofula ; and  in  the 
Elephantiafis,  or  at  leaft,  in  cutaneous  affec- 
tions nearly  refembling  thofe  to  which  that 
appellation  is  given. 

The  two  following  obfervations,  recorded 
by  Mr,  Bromfeild,  may  not  be  unacceptable 
to  fome  pf  my  readers.  Mary  Parr,  aged 
twenty-eight  years,  when  admitted  into 
St.  George’s  Hofpital,  had  large  blotches 
on  feveral  parts  of  her  body,  but  particu- 
larly  on  her  head  and  face,  which  were 
incrufted  with  broad  hard  fcabs.  Her  cafe, 
from  appearances,  was  judged  venereal, 
though  the  poor  woman  declared,  (lie  never 
had  any  reafon  to  fufpefl  it.  A courfe  of 
mercurial  frictions  loofened  the  incrufta- 
tions,  and  the  fubjacent  ulcers  began  to 
**  difcharge.  Some  of  thofe  on  her  body 
feemed  to  yield  to  the  mercury,  though 
it  had  but  little  effedt  on  thofe  of  her 
head  apd  face ; and,  during  the  courfe,  her 
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right  eye-lid  began  to  be  afFefted  with  the 
fame  kind  of  blotch,  which  ended  in  a 
Lippitudo.  She  continued  under  falivation 
feven  weeks,  and,  during  the  courfe,  the 
f*"  bark  was  given  with  advantage.” 

Mr.  Bromfeild  then  tried  the  Solanum 
Lethale,  but  without  any  good  effe6l.  He 
obferves,  the  old  fores  broke  out,  and 
thofe  the  had  on  her  face  fpread  very 
f'  much,  foon  after  the  began  taking  the  laft 
medicine ; particularly  thofe  on  the  Alae 
Nall  and  under-lip;  which  occalioned  a 

great  lofs  of  fubftance  in  both.’’ The 

remarkable  fuccefs  we  had  in  a fimilar 
cafe,  not  long  before,  with  the  decodlion  of 
Sarfaparilla  root,  made  us  recommend  it 
for  this  poor  creature,  but  with  very  little 
hopes  of  fuccefs,  or  indeed  of  her  life.  She 
took  it  with  milk,  a quart  in  the  twenty-four 
**  hours,  and,  in  a month’s  time,  her  fores 
‘f  were  all  healed,  and  the  recovered  her  health 
and  ftrength.” — 

The  inducement  to  try  the  Sarfaparilla, 
‘f  in  the  above  cafe,  arofe  from  the  fervice 
it  had  done  a poor  girl,  who  had  been 
formerly  falivated  in  one  of  the  city  hof- 
**  pitals,  for  large  blotches,  which  were 

« thought 
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thought  venereal.  They  yielded  a little 
to  the  mercury  during  her  fpitting;  but 
foon  after  the  eruptions  returned,  and  Ihe 
**  was  received  into  St.  George’s.  ' Another 
**  falivation  was  recommended,  which  Ihe 
underwent  with  as  little  advantage  as 
formerly  ; the  was  cpnfiderably  funk  by 
her  courfe  of  mercury ; there  remained 
" deep  ulcers  in  her  face;  and  the  Alse  Nali 
“ were  almoft  deftroyed  by  the  lharpnefs  of 
**  the  humour.  She  began  the  decoction  of 
“ Sarfaparilla  with  milk,  drank  a quart  in 
the  day,  and  continued  it  for  a month ; by 
**  which  means  her  fores  were  healed,  and 
**  the  was  reftored  to  perfe6t  health.  From 
“ the  obfervations  I have  made,  of  the  ill 
efFe6ts  of  mercury,  very  often,  in  fcorbutic 
**  habits,  I am  apt  to  believe,  that  the  above 
**  cafes  were  both  of  them  of  that  fpecies,  or, 
**  inclining  to  the  lepra,  and  not  venereal.”* 
Since  the  year  1 793,  in  which  I publifhed 
fome  Obfervations  on. the  Elephantiafis,t  I have 
had  about  feven  or  eight  diftinftly  marked 

cafes  of  that  difeafe  under  my  care.  In 

\ 

* . An  account  of  the  Englifli  Nighlfliades,  &c. 

I Praftical  Obfervations  on  Cancerous  Complaints,  ^c. 

one 
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one  patient,  who  had  blotches  on  the  face, 
refembling  thofe  defcribed  by  Mr.  Bromfeild, 
the  exhibiting  of  mercury  in  very  fmall  dofes, 
proved  eminently  ufeful.  The  reftoration  of 
all  the  other  patients  to  health,  was  etfefted  by 
the  ufe  of  decodtions,  in  which  the  Sarfaparilla 
root  was  a principal  ingredient. 

The  opportunities  I have  had  of  acquiring 
a farther  knowledge  of  the  hiftory  of  the 
Flephantiafis,  have  furnilhed  me  with  the 
moll  fatisfadlory  proofs,  that  it  is  an  heredi- 
tary difeafe. 
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CHAP.  IV. 


Of  the  MEZEREUM. 

Th  E Mezereum  root  is  fometimes  men- 
tioned,  by  the  early  writers  on  the  venereal 
difeafe,*  as  a cathartic  proper  to  be  given  on 
pertain  fpecified  occafions ; but  it  was  firft 
introduced  into  pra6tice,  as  an  appropriate 
^'emedy  againft  one  order  of  venereal  fymp- 
toms,  by  Dr.  Alexander  RuOTell,  who  publifhed 
an, account  of  its  virtues,  in  the  third  volume 
pf  the  London  Medical  Obfervations  and  In- 
quiries, The  difeafe,’*  fays  Dr.  Rutlell, 
for  which  I principally  recommend  the 
decoction  of  the  Mezereon  root  as  a cure, 
is  the  venereal  node,  that  proceeds  froni 
a thickening  of  the  membrane  of  the  bones, 
la  a thickening  of  the  periofteum  from 
other  caufes,  I have  feen  very  good  effe(51s 
from  it:  and  it  is  frequently  of  fervice 
•.*  m the  removal  of  thofe  nocturnal  pain? 
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with  which  venereal  patients  are  affll6ted  • 
though,  in  this  laft  cafe,  excepting  with 
regard  to  the  pain  that  is  occafioned  by  the 
node,  I own,  I have  not  found  its  effedts 
« fo  certain,  as  I at  firft  thought  I had  reafoh 
to  believe. — I do  not  find  it  of  fervice  iri 
**  the  cure  of  any  other  fyinptoms  of  the 
venereal  difeafe.”  * 

This  account  of  the  virtues  of  Mezerciiiii 
root,  as  art  antivenereal  remedy,  is  delivered 
with  lb  much  candour  and  fairnefs,  that  if  it  be 
not  calculated  to  excite  high  expeftations,  it 
certainly  contains  nothing  that  can  neceffiirily 
miflead.  The  feventeen  cafes  which  Dr.* 
Ruflell  has  recorded,  do  by  no  means  warrant 
a ftronger  form  of  expreffion  than  what  he 
has  adopted;  and,  although  Dr.  Home,  ih 
his  Clinical  Experiments  and  Hiftories; 
has  aflerted,  that  this  root  is  a powerful 
« deobftruent  in  all  venereal  tumors,  of  the 
fcirrhous  kind,  where  mercury  has  failed  ;’* 
the  evidence  he  has  adduced  of  this  taft,  is 
fo  fcanty  and  infufficient,  that  it  can  fcarcely 
be  regarded  as  forming,  an  addition  to  D^.* 
Ruflell’s  prior  report. 

> 

* Med.  Obf.  and  Inq.  Vol.  Ill,  P.  194,  19^'. 
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The  Mezereum  root  is  therefore  faid  to 
have  the  virtue  of  curing  one  fymptom  of 
the  venereal  difeafe,  a membranous  node^ 
or,  a thickening  of  the  periofteumf*  “while 
it  pofTetTes  no  efficacy  againft  any  other  fymp^ 
tom.  Now,  I conceive,  that  fuch  a reprefen- 
tation  of  the  fa6l  before  us,  is  not  free  from 
ambiguity ; as  it  may  imply,  that  the  Meze- 
reurn  can  reduce  a membranous  node,  con- 
lidered  as  a local  difeafe ; or,  that  it  can  cure 
a venereal  node,  according  to  the  ftridl  fenfe 
of  the  words ; fo  that,  when  the  morbid  alter- 
ation of  the  membrane  is  removed  by  the 
agency  of  this  medicine,  the  patient  may 
be  regarded  as  perfectly  free  from  any 
venereal  taint : or,  to  Itate  this  matter  in 
other  words ; that  the  Mezereum  root  can 
fubdue  one  particular  effedt  of  Lues  Venerea, 
without  removing  the  caufe ; or  that,  in  the 
lingle  inftance  now  under  confideration,  it 
can  deftroy  both  the  caUfe  and  the  effedt. 

The  refult  of  my  own  experience  by  no 
means  accords  with  this  reprefentation ; from 
all  that  I have  been  able  to  colledt,  in  the 

i 

courfe  of  many  years  obfervation,  I feel 
myfelf  authorifed  to  alTert  unequivocally,  that 
the  Mezereum  has  not  the  power  of  curing 

the 
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the  venereal  difeafe,  in  any  one  ftage,  ot 
under  any  one  form. 

If  a decoaion  of  this  root  Ihould  ever  re« 
duce  a venereal  riode,  where  no  mercury  has' 
been  previoilfly  given,  yet  the  patient  will  by 
no  means  be  exempted  from  the  neceflity  of 
employing  mercury,  for  as  long  a fpace  of 
time,  and  in  as  large  a quantity,  as  if  no 
Mezereum  had  been  taken. 

With  refpeft  to  the  power  it  is  faid  to 
pollefs,  of  alleviating  the  pain,  and  diminifliing 
the  bulk,  of  membranous  nodes,  nothing 
peculiar  and  appropriate  can  be  afcribed  to 
the  Mezereum  on  thefe  accounts;  fince  we 
obtain  the  fame  good  effedts,  from  Sarfaparilla, 
Guaiacum,  Volatile  Alkali,  Bliftering  Platters, 
&c.  Neverthelefs,  venereal  nodes  which 
have  fubfided  under  the  ufe  of  any  of  thefe 
articles  of  the  materia  medica,  will  appear 
again,  and  often  with  additional  fymptoms, 
if  a full  and  efficacious  courfe  of  mercury 
be  not  fubmitted  to.  It  has  indeed  been 
alleged,  that  Mezereum  always  alleviates 
the  pain  occafioned  by  a venereal  node,  and 
generally  reduces  it,  where  the  periofteum 
only  is  affedted;  and  that  it  feldom  fails  of 
removing  thofe  enlargements  of  the  pcriof- 

teum 
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teum  which  have  not  yielded  during  the 
admin iftration  of  mercury. 

That  fome  inftances  of  fuccefs,  in  cafes  like 
thefe,  may  have  fallen  to  the  lhare  of  thofe 
who  make  the  allertion,  it  would  not  become 
me  to  deny;  but  I have  met  with  few  fuch 
agreeable  evidences  of  the  efficacy  of  this 
medicine.  I have  given  the  Mezereurn  in 
the  form  of  a fimple  decodtion,  and  alfo  as 
an  ingredient  in  compound  decodtions  of  the 
woods,  in  many  cafes,  where  no  mercury  had 
been  previoufly  employed,  but  never  with 
advantage  to  a lingle  patient.  I have  alfo 
tried  it  in  numerous  inftances,  after  the 
completion  of  a courfe  of  mercury;  yet^ 
with  the  exception  of  two  cafes,  where  the 
thickened  ftate  of  the  periofteum  was  re- 
moved during  the  exhibition  of  it,  I never 
faw  the  leaft  benefit  derived  from  taking  this 
medicine. 

In  a few  cafes  of  anomalous  pains,  which 
I fuppofed  were  derived  from*  irregularities 
during  a mercurial  courfe,  the  Mezereurn 
was  of  fervice,  after  I had  tried  the  common 
decodtion  of  the  w'oods  without  fuccefs ; but, 
even  in  this  defeription  of  cafes,  I have 
always  found  it  a very  uncertain  remedy. 

I have 
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J have  made  trial  of  this  Vegetable  in  a 
great  number  of  fcrofulous  cafes,  where  tlie 
piembranes  covering  the  bones  were  in  a dif- 
eafed  Hate,  and  I am  not  fure  that  one  Angle 
patient  obtained  any  evident  and  materia} 
benefit  from  it. 

The  late  Dr.  Cullen,  whofe  reports  may 
juftly  claim  attention  from  all  medical  men, 
when  treating  of  the  Mezereum,  in  his  Materia 
Medica,  fays,  I have  frequently  employed 
it  in  feveral  cutaneous  afFeftions,  an4 
fometimes  w^th  fuccefs.”*  It  were  to  haye 
been  wilhed,  that  the  profefipr  of  medicine 
had  fpecified  what  tfiofe  difeafes  of  the  (kin 
were,  in  which  the  Mezereum  was  fometimes 
employed  with  fqccefs:  for,  if  I except  an 
inftance  or  two  of  Lepra,  in  which  the  decoc-i 
tion  of  this  plant  conferred  a ternporary 
benefit,  I haye  very  feldom  found  it  pofiefled 
of  medicinal  virtue,  either  in  Syphilis,  or  in 
the  fequelas  of  that  difeafe ; in  Scrofula ; or  in 
cutaneous  affe6tions. 

Indeed,  the  Mezereuni  is  of  fo  acrimonious 
a nature,  often  producing  heat  and  other  dif- 
agreeable  fenlations  in  the  fauces,  and,  on 

* Mat.  Med.  Vgl.  Py  215. 
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mariy  occafions,  difordering  the  primae  viaj, 
fh^  I do  not  often  fubje6t  my  patients'  to  the 
cet*tain  ihconveniencies  which  are  conne6ted 
With  the  primary  effects  of  this  medicine,  as 
ihey  are  rarely  compenfated  by  any  other 
important  and  iifeful  qualities.  • • • 
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CHAP.  V. 


Of  the  CINCHONA. 

I Prefume,  that  no  well-informed  furgeon 
ever  imagined  a fpecific  virtue  of  curing  the 
Lues  Venerea,  to  refide  in  the  Peruvian  bark: 
neverthelefs,  it  cannot  be  doubted,  that  every 
regular  practitioner,  who  is  much  engaged 
in  treating  this  difeafe,  has  feen  as  good 
etFeCls  produced  by  the  Cinchona,  in  cafes 
truly  venereal,  as  by  any  one  of  the  vege- 
tables which  has  formed  the  fubjeCl  of  the 
preceding  pages.  If  it  has  been  alleged 
upon  plautible  grounds,  that  Guaiacum  pof- 
fefles  medicinal  efficacy  in  venereal  pains ; 
Sarfaparilla,  where  there  are  phagedenic  ulcers; 
and  Mezereum,  in  cafes  where  there  are 
membranous  nodes.  I would  beg  leave  to 
add,  that  in  the  hime  fenfe  in  which  the 
utility  of  thefe  plants  may  be  admitted,  I 
would  contend  for  the  falutary  agency  of  the 
Cinchona,  in  incipient  buboes,  in  ulcers  of 
the  tonfils,  and  in  gangrenous  ulcers  from  a 
venereal  caufe. 
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The  hiftory  of  an  enlarged  abforbent  gland 
ip  the  groin,  is  frequently  involved  in  too 
much  obfeurity,  to  juftify  the  giving  of  an 
immediate  and  decided  opinion  upon  its  real 
chara(5ler ;;  and,  under  fuch  a ftate  of  doubt, 
I have  often  given  the  Peruvian  bark  w^th 
fingular  advantage.  The  tumefadion  has 
fubfided ; the  gland  has  become  moveable  and 
free  from  pain,  and  has  returned  almoft 
to  its  natural  ftate ; yet,  notwithftanding  thefe 
favourable  appearances,  the  gland  has,  after 
a fliort  time,  again  enlarged,  proceeding 
rapidly  to  fuppuration,  and  other  venereal 
fymptoms  have  arifen,  fufficient  to  difpel  all, 
ambiguity.  On  the  adminiftering  of  mercury 
to  fuch  patients,  the  ufual  good  etfe<Ss  of  th^t 
medicine  have  taken  place,  and  terminated 
in  the  final  cure  of  the  difeafe.  Inftances  of 
this  kind,  with  fome  variations,  have  occurred 
to  me  fo  frequently,  that  I cannot  fufpeft 
myfelf  of  having  mifiaken  Scrofula  for  Lues 
Venerea,  in  every  cafe ; and,  if  the  fa6t  be 
admitted^  that  the  Cinchona  will  fometimes 
reduce  a venereal  bubo,  without  curing  it, 
the  conclufion  which  may  be  fairly  drawn,  is 
too  obvious  to  be  infifted  upon. 
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My  experience  of  the  good  efFe6ts  of  this 
Tnedicinc,  in  the  veriereal  fore  throat,  has 
been  more  enlarged,  and  if  poffible,  more 
decifive.  I have  repeatedly  feen  the  ulcers 
become  clean,  and  heal ; the  voice  regain  its 
clearnefs ; and  the  health  of  the  patient  be 
quite  re-efta.blithed ; fo  that  he  has  concluded 
himfelfwell,  contrary  to  my  decided  opinion. 
The  difeafe  has  however  conftantly  appeared 
again  ; often  with  the  addition  of  new  venereal 
fymptoms  ; and^  under  thefe  circumftances,  the 
patient  has  been  invariably  cured  by  mercury. 

There  are  certain  peculiarities  of  conllitu* 
tion,  where  the  primary  ulcer  produced  by 
the  venereal  virus,  proceeds  rapidly  into  a 
gangrenous  ftate ; and^  not  uncommonly,  the 
introdu6tion  of  mercury  at  this  period,  rather 
hailens,  than  controuls  the  deftrudive  procefs. 

I have  received  patients,  at  different  times> 
into  the  Lock  Hofpital,  with  the  whole  penis 
in  a fphacelated  ftate,  where  the  infection  had 
not  been  received  above  a week  previous  to 
their  admiflion.  To  thefe  men  I gave  Peru- 
vian bark,  and  treated  them  according  to  the 
methods  ufually  adopted  in  cafes  of  mortifica- 
tion, without  paying  any  attention  to  the 
^remote  caufe  of  the  fphacelus.  The  penis, 
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commonly  feparated  near  the  fymphylis  of 
the  ofla  pubis ; the  fores  healed ; and  the 
patients  recovered  and  remained  well,  with-' 
out  requiring  the  aid  of  mercury. 

In  thefe  particular  inftances,  I fuppofed,’ 
that  the  early  fupervention  of  the  gangrene, 
and  the  rapidity  with  which  it  proceeded,’ 
itiight  be  compared,  not  unaptly,  to  the  appli- 
cation of  a tight  ligature  made  upon  the’ 
penis,  and  that  the  abforption  of  the  virus' 
was  anticipated  by  the  death  of  the  part. 
The  truth  of  my  opinion  was  juftified  by  the 
event ; for  the  men  did  not  afterwards  fuffer, 
from  any  form  of  the  venereal  difeafe:  yet  I 
do  not  imagine,  that  any  perfon  will  afcribe 
the  extin6tiofr  of  the  venereal  poifon,  to  the 
fpecific  virtues  of  the  Peruvian  bark. 

It  may  not  be  quite  fuperfluous  to  fuggeft 
a caution>  againft  employing  the  mode  of 
reafoning  which  I adopted,  in  a general  and 
unqualified  manner ; for  I fear  it  would  not 
be  correct  and  applicable  to  any  cafes,  except 
to  thofe  which  are  recent,  and  where  the 
deftru(5tion  of  tlie  whole  fubftance  of  the 
infected  part  has  been  fuddcn  and  complete. 

I have  faid,  that  there  are  certain  conftitu- 

tions  in  which  a chancre,  on  its  firft  appear- 
ance,' 
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ance;  always  becomes  gangrenous ; and  I have 
pore  than  once  noticed  this  very  unfavour- 
able occurrence,  in  the  fame  patient,  every 
time  he  received  the  infedlion,  although  it 
did , not  always  prevail  in  an  equal  degree. 
In  cafes  of  this  kind,  the  Peruvian  bark  is 
indicated,  as  well  by  the  ftate  of  the  fyfteni 
in  general,  as  by  the  mortified  condition  of  the 
affefled  part.  Under  a proper  exhibition 
of  this  medicine,  the  floughs  will  feparate ; 
the  ulcer  afllime  a clean  and  favourable 
afpeft  ; and  fometimes  the  fore  will  even 
granulate  and  heal. 

More  commonly  however,  when  all  the 
l>arts  are  wearing  a promifing  appearance^ 
the  ulcer  becomes  painful,  foul,  unequal  on 
its  furface,  fpreads  vifibly  every  day,  and  ha^ 
thick  and  indurated  edges ; and  at  this  period 
the  health  begins  to  decline.  Xhe  concurrence 
of  thefe  circumftances  indicate,  that  the  vene- 
real poifon  has  refumed  an  adfive  flatei 
that  nothing  farther  is  to  be  expecSted  from 
the  Peruvian  bark ; and  that  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  mercury  ought  not  to  be  delayed  any 
longer. 

Such  fa<5ts  as  I have  now  ftated,  are  by  no 
means  rare  and  extraordinary;  they  muft 
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haVe  been  noticed  by  every  furgeon  who  hiij 
had  the  advantage  of  an  extenfive  practice"; 
yet  I will  venture  to  aflei't,  that  no  fuch  mart 
^ver  imagines  that  he  is,  in  a proper  fenfe, 
curing  the  venef^al  difeafe,  while  he  ii 
jnerely  promoting  the  exfoliation  of  parts, 
the  texture  arid  vitafity  of  which  have  been 
deftroyed  by  the  fyphilitic  virus. 

But,  although  the  Cinchoria  is  a reiriedy  of 
great  utility,  when  accidents  like  thefe  fuper- 
vene,  yet  it  is  riot  a medicine  proper  to  be 
given  indifcriminately,  either  before  or  during 
a mercurial  courfe.  Where  its  tonic  qualities 
are  not  indifpenfably  ne cellary,  the  power  it 
has  of  diminifhing  the  feveral  fecretions,  ma})' 
often  occafion  it  to  be  extremely  detrimental 
Co  the  perfon  who  takes  it. 


. CHAP. 


CHAP.  VI. 


Of  OPIUM. 

' This  narcotic  juice  was  firft  introduced 
into  pra6lice,  as  a fpecific  againft  the  Lues 
Venerea,  at  New  York,  in  America,  about 
the  year  1 779.  It  was  employed  in  feveral 
of  the  military  hofpitals  there^  where  it 
acquired  the  reputation  of  a moft  effica- 
cious remedy;  and  Dr.  Michaelis,  phyfician 
of  the  Heffian  forces,  publiflied  ^an  account  of 
k great  number  of  fuccefsful  experiments 
made  with  it,  in  the  firft  volume  of  the 
Medical  Communications,  in  the  year  1 784. 

Opium  was  afterwards  given  as  an  antr- 
venereal  remedy  in  fome  foreign  hofpitals; 
many  trials  were  alfo  made  of  its  virtues,  m‘ 
feveral  of  the  London  hofpitals,  and  in'  the’ 
Royal  Infirmary  at  Edinburgh.  Very  fa- 
vourable reports  of  its  efficacy  in  removing 
venereal  complaints,  were  publiflied  by  dif- 
ferent praditioners ; but,  at  the  fame  time,' 
^ many  dedudions  were  to  be  made,  and 
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fo  many  exceptions  were  to  be  admitted,  that 
it  required  little  fagacity  to  difcover,  that 
molt  of  the  advocates  for  this  medicine; 
repofed  but  a flender  and  fluctuating  confi- 
dence in  its  antivenereal  powers,  I made 
feveral  experiments  oh  the  virtues  of  Opium 
in  Lues  Venerea,  at  the  Lock  Hofpital,  in 
the  years  1784  and  1785  ; and  publifhed  a 
narrative  of  them  in  the  fecond  volume  of  the 
Medical  Communications. 

The  refult  of  my  experiments  was  very 
unfavourable  to  the  credit  of  this  new  remedy; 
and  I believe,  that  no  furgeon  in  this  country 
any  longer  relies  on  Opium  as  a fpecific 
asainft  the  venereal  virus.  * I have  been 

O' 

long  accuftomed  to  adminifter  Opium  with 
great  freedom,  during  the  mercurial  courfe ; 

* We  have  hot  learned  that  Opitim  has  been  aibne 
a remedy  for  the  venereal  difeafe;  and  any  experiments 
that  we  know  to  have  been  made,  lead  us  to  conclude, 
that  it  is  never  alone  fufficieht  for  that  purpofe.  But 
from  almoti  every  experiment  made,  we  are  well  atfured 
of  its  being  of  very  great  ufe  in  almoft  every  circum- 
ftance  of  the  difeafe.  It  moderates  and  alleviates  every 
fymptom  • and  in  many  of  them  it  wilt  do  this  without 
the  afliftance  of  other  renjedies. 

Cullen’s  Mat.  Med.  Tom.  II.  P.  254. 
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and  the  experience  of  nearly  twenty  years' 
has  taught  me,  that  when  it  is  combined  with 
mercury,  the  proper  efficacy  of  the  latter 
is  not  in  any  meafure  increafed : that  it  would 
hot  be  fafe  to  rely  upon  a fmalier  quantity^ 
of  the  mineral  fpecific,  nor  to  contra6t  the 
mercurial  courle  within  a tliorter  limit,  than 
where  no  Opium  has  been  employed. 

This  reprefentation  will  not,  I prefume, 
admit  of  controverfy ; yet  we  frequently 
hear  people  expreffing  themfelves  upon  this 
head,  as  if  Opium  manifefted  fome  peculiar 
qualities  in  venereal  complaints,  of  a dillin6f 
nature  from  its  well  known  narcotic  proper- 
ties, and  thus  afforded  an  important  aid  tb 
mercury  in  the  removal  of  Lues  Venerea. 
Perhaps  it  may  not  be  unufeful  to  difentangle 
this  fubje6t,  from  the  perplexity  in  which" 
fuch  indefinite  language  neceflarily  involves  it. 

Opium,  when  given  in  conjunction  with  mer- 
cury, by  diminifliing  the  fenfibility  of  the 
ftomach  and  bowels,  prevents  many  of  thofe 
inconveniencies  which  this  mineral  is  apt 
to  excite  in  the  primse  viae ; and  thus  its 
admiflion  into  the  general  fyfiem  is  facilitated. 
Mercury  will  likewife  often  produce  a morbid 
irritability,  accompanied  with  reftlefihefs  and’ 

inromnolefcence ; 
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infomnolefcence ; and  it  fometimes  rfcnders 
venereal  fores  painful,  and  difpofed  to  fpread. 
Thefe  accidental  evils,  not  necelTarily  con- 
ne6ted  with  the  venereal  difeafe,  may  be 
commonly  alleviated^  and  often  ihtirely  re*- 
moved  by  a judicious  adminiftration  of  Opium ; 
and  the  patient  will  confequently  be  enabled 
to  perlift  in  ufing  the  mineral  fpecific.  It 
muft  however  be  perfectly  obvious,  that 
Opiumj  in  conferring  this  fort  of  relief,  com- 
municates no  additional  virtues  to  mercury  ; 
and  that  in  reality  it  allifts  the  conftitution  of 
the  patient,  not  the  operation  of  the  medicine 
with  which  it  is  combined.  The  falutary 
elfefts  of  mercury^  as  an  antidote,  may  ,be 
diminiflied,  or  loft,  by  the  fupervention  of 
vomiting,  dyfentery,  &c.  Opium  will  often 
corre6l  thefe  morbid  appearances;  and  fo  will 
fpices,  wine>  an  appropriate  diet,  &c.  yet  it 
would  be  a ftrange  ufe  of  words,  to  urge, 
wherever  thefe  articles  of  food  were  beneficial 
to  a venereal  patient,  that  they  concurred  in 
augmenting  the  medicinal  virtues  of  mercury. 
It  may  be  fuppofed,  that  the  .majority  of 
medical  men  would  underftand  by  the  terms, 
*<  to  affift  a medicine  in  curing  a contagious 
« difeafe;”  that  the  drug  conjoined  with  the 
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fpecific,  adually  increafed  its  medicinal  effi« 
cacy ; whereas,  in  the  ipft^nces  before  us,  it 
is  the  human  body  only  which  has  been 
aided  to  reiift  the  operation  of  certain  noxious 
powers,  which  would  render  a perfeverance 
in  the  antidote  prejudicial  or  impoflible. 

The  foothing  qualities  of  this  admirable  me- 
^licine,  can  fcarcely  be  eftimated  too  highly^ 
yet  we  muft  beware  of  afcribing  effects  to 
them  which  have  no  exiftence ; fince  a con- 
fidence in  the  antivenereal  virtues  of  Opium, 
would  be  a fource  of  greater  mifchief,  than  its 
moft  valuable  properties  would  be  able  to 
compenfate, 


CHAP. 
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Of  the  CICUTA.  ' ■ 
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•When  Dr.  Stofck’  publiflied  an  account 
of  the  virtues  of  Hehilock,  he  did  hot  confine 
his  ^encomiums  on  the  medicinal  efficacy  of 
that  plant/  to  its  power  of  curing  cancers; 
but’he  often  exprefied  himfelf  like  a man  who 
had  found  ‘a  fpecific  remedy  againft  every 
kind  of  difeafe.  He  has  accordingly  related 
fome  cafes  of  Lues  Venerea,  which  were 
cured  by  the  Cicuta,  after  every  other  kind 
of  antivenereal  remedy  had  been  tried  in 
vain.*  Dr.  Collin,  who  ‘ fucceeded  him,' 
offers  likewife  a firong  teftimony  of  the 
virtues  of  the  Cicuta,  in  Lues  Venerea. — 
Ubi  antivenereorum  princeps  Mercurius 
fublimatus  corrofivus,  in  fpiritu  frumenti 
**  folutus,  ob  nimium  jam  a Lue  Venerea 

I 

* Ant.  Slorck.  Lib.  II.  de  Cicuta. 

Van  Swielen.  Comment,  in  Aph.  Boerh.  Tom.  V. 

P. 573. 

Murray,  Apparat.  Med,  Tom.  I. 
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f*  labefaftata  vifcera  exhiberi  nequit,  vei 
quando  aegri  ilium  non  ferunt,  Cicuta 
efficax  pi'aebet  rnedicamehtttrti,  dolores 
leniens,  fopienfque,  & ulcera  fanans,  & 
corpus  teterrimo  malo  feliciter  liberans. 
De  Gicuta  cfficacia.  Cor.  IV.  *P.  153. 

The  experience  of  forty  years  has,  how- 
ever, taught  us,  that  the  Cicuta  is  a medicine 
which  cannot  be  abfolutely  confided  in,  upon 
any  occafion.  I do  not  intend  to  affirm,  that 
it  is  deftitute  of  every  ufeful  medicinal 
quality;  for  I have  often  found  it  a very 
ferviceable  article  of  the  materia  medica; 
and  have  given  it  in  feveral  difeafes  with 
remarkable  advantage ; yet  it  is,  at  the  fame 
time,  fo  extremely  uncertain  in  its  operation, 
that  no  man  ought  to  rely  upon  it  for  the 
cure  of  a dangerous  difeafe,  when  he  is  pof- 
fefled  of  any  other  appropriate  remedy. 

The  extract,  and  the  powder  of  Hemlock, 
may  be  fometimes  given  with  evidently  good 
eftefts,  in  fpreading  irritable  fores;  whether 
they  are  connected  with  the  a6tive  ftate  of  the 
venereal  virus ; or  when  they  remain  after 
the  completion  of  the  mercurial  courfe.  And 
it  would  feem,  that  the  benefit  conferred  by 
this  drug,  ought  not  to  be  afcribed  folely  to 
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its  anodyne  qualities;  fince  the  fame  advam 
|:ages  cannot  always  be  obtained  by  the  liberal 
, exhibition  of  Opium,  eyen  wheye  it  does  not 
difagyee  with  the  ftomach. 

The  following  inftances  will  both  illuftrate 
and  confirm  \yhat  I have  now  afferted. 

About  fourteen  years  ago,  two  young 
women  were  admitted  into  the  Lock  HofpitaJ 
on  the  fame  day,  both  of  them  fuffering  from 
the  fecondary  lympto^s  of  the  Lues  Venerea; 
the  moft  troublefopie  qf  which  were,  large, 
gainful,  fpreadipg  ulcerations,  between,  and 
under,  the  toes  of  each  foot.  They  immedi- 
^.tely  began  the  ufual  courfe  of  mercuriai 
inun6tion;  and  the  common  dreffings  were 
applied  to  their  feet. 

When  their  cpnftitutions  were  under  thp 
fiill  influence  of  mercury,  the  other  fymptoms 
of  Lues  difappeared ; but  thefe  fores  remained 
as  large,  foul,  and  painful,  as  ever.  I di- 
rected Opium  to  be  given  every  three  or 
four  hours;  but  no  abatement  of  pain,  nor  figp 
of  amendment  enfued,  although  fix  grains  of 
Opium  were  given  in  the  day.  I then  ordered, 
that  one  of  the  young  women  fliould  difeon- 
tinue  the  Opium,  and  take  five  grains  of 
the  ExtraCtum  Cicutae  three  times  a day, 
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increaling  the  dole  five  grains  each  day,  till 
the  Hemlock  produced  fome  giddinefs.  When 
the  arrived  at  fifteen  grains  ot  the  extradt 
for  each  dofe,  her  pains  abated,  and  the  fores 
began  to  look  better:  flie  perfifted  in  taking 
about  one  dram  every  day,  and  in  a fortnight 
the  fores  were  perfedtly  healed.  The  other 
young  woman  continued  taking  Opium  during 
a week  after  the  firft  had  begun  with  the 
Cicuta;  but,  when  1 obferved  the  remark- 
able  advantages  which  had  been  gained  by 
giving  this  lall  medicine,  I ordered  this  patient 
to  take  it  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  former; 
and  the  beneficial  effedls  refulting  from  the 
change,  were  equally  ftriking  and  fatisfadtory. 

I do  not  infer,  from  fuch  examples  as  thefe, 
that  Cicuta  has  the  power  of  removing  vene- 
real fymptoms,  when  mercury  has  failed; 
becaufe,  I conceive  that  thefe  fores  had  loft 
the  lyphilitic  chara6ter,  and  owed  their  dura- 
tion to  a caufe  unconneiled  with  the  adtion 
of  that  animal  morbiferous  poifon. 

The  venereal  ulcer  which  attacks  the  toes 
at  their  line  of  junction  with  the  foot,  is  always 
an  ill-conditioned  lore,  and  often  becomes 
gangrenous.  As  the  Cicuta  has  fucceeded 
very  well  in  feveral  cafes  of  that  kind,  I 
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have  been  induced  to  adminifter  it  in  morti- 
fications produced  by  other  caufcs  ; and  I 
have  oblcrved,  that  where  a gangrenous 
nicer  fpreads  with  much  pain,  where  the 
pulle  is  hard  and  frequent,  and  where  there 
are  no  appearances  of  any  remarkable  debi- 
lity, the  Ckuta  will  frequently  check  the 
progrefs  of  the  difeafe;  and  will  bring  the 
ulcer  into  a clean  granulating  Itate,  when  no 
good  eft’e(5ts  had  been  obtained  from  bark, 
vitriol,  cordials,  &c.  and  when  even  Opium, 
liberally  exhibited,  had  failed  of  allaying  the 
pain,  and  was  of  no  avail  in  reftraining  the 
dellrudtive  progrefs  of  fphacelation. 


Several  other  vegetables  have  been  em- 
ployed at  diflcrent  periods,  againft  the  Lues 
Venerea ; and  each  has  acquired  more  or 
lefs  credit  as  a valuable  remedy  in  dilferent 
ftages  of  the  difeafe.  I (hall  only  mention  vT 
lew  of  them. 

Saffiifras. 

Juniperus. 

Bardana. 


Saponaria. 
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Saponaria. 

Dulcamara. 

Juglans. 

Lobelia  fyphilitica. 

Aftragalus  exfcapus. 

The  five  firft  articles,  have  no  good  cLiim 
to  the  title  of  antivenereal  remedies:  fome 
of  them  may  be  occafionally  dire<5ted  in  com- 
pound decodlions  of  the  woods ; but,  whatever 
may  be  thought  of  the  fubordinate  utility  of 
each  of  them,  I prefume  no  perfon  will  aflert, 
from  his  own  experience,  that  any  one  of 
them  can  be  fairly  ranked  as  an  antidote 
againft  Syphilis. 

The  putamen  or  green  rind  of  the  Walnut, 
has  been  celebrated  as  a powerful  antivenereal 
remedy,  for  more  than  a century  and  a half ; 
and  Petrus  Borellus  has  given  direftions  for 
a deco6tion  not  unlike  that  which  is  com- 
monly called  tlje  Lifbon  diet  drink,  in  which 
the  Walnut,  with  its  green  bark,  forms  a 
principal  ingredient. 

Lue  Venerea  affedti,  tantis  cruciatibus  olim 
vexabantur,  ut  morbus  vere  remedio  praef- 
taret,  nunc  vero  facile  fequenti  remedio 
curari  pofiunt,  abfque  fudoribus,  abfque 
ptyalifmo,  abfque  inun^ionibus,  licetquc  nec 

F 2 cubili. 
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cubili,  nec  ciibiculo  immorentur.  Modus 
aiitem  ejufmodi  eft.  Acc.  Antimonii  & Zar- 
zaparillae  a |vi.  Antimoniiim  nodulo  inclu- 
fum,  in  fex  aquas  amphoris,  in  quibns  fit 
Zarzaparilla  cum  40  nucum  putaminibus 
& hylis  fufpenfum,  coq.  ad  tertias,  cjufque 
deco6to  utatur  seger,  capiendo  ter  in  die, 
nempe,  mane,  meridie,  & vefperi,  hauftum 
cjus,  fumendo,  longe  a cibis.* 

Ramaz  zini,  whofe  works  were  piibliflied 
early  in  the  prefent  century,  has  likewife 
informed  us,  that  in  his  time,  the  green  rind 
of  the  Walnut  was  efteemed  a good  anti- 
venereal  remedy  in  England.  Ex  nucum 
viridi  cortice  parari  deco6tum,  in  Anglia 
cxpertae  virtiitis  ad  Luem  Gallicam  perdo- 
mandam,  quam  Recentiores  omnes  in  acidi 
prasdominio  ftatuunt,  nuper  accepi  a Cl. 
D.  Nathan  Lacy,  Medico  Anglo  & infigni 
Anatomico.f 

This  part  of  the  Walnut  has  been  much 
ufed  in  deco6tions,  during  the  laft  fifty  years, 
both  in  the  green  and  dry  Hate ; it  has  been 

* Hiftor.  & Obferv.  rarior  Medicopbys.  Cent.  II. 
Obf.  96. 

• 4 Riimazzinl  Op.  Tom.  I.  P.  126. 
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greatly  commended  by  writers  on  the  con- 
tinent, as  well  as  by  thofe  of  our  own 
country:  and  is,  without  doubt,  a very  ufeful 
addition  to  the  decodion  of  the  woods.  I 
have  employed  it  during  many  years,  in 
thofe  cafes  where  pains  in  the  limbs  and 
indurations  of  the  membranes  have  remained, 
after  the  venereal  difeafe  has  been  cured  by 
mercury;  and  I have  feldom  directed  it 
without  manifeft  advantage. 

The  decoftum  Lufitanicum,  caufes  a deter- 
mination to  the  (kin,  more  certainly  than  any 
of  the  other  decoflions  commonly  employed ; 
but,  what  fliare  the  antimony  may  have  in 
exciting  this  perfpiration,  1 leave  to  the 
chymifts  to  determine. 

Brambilla  and  Girtanner  alfo  contend  for 
the  antivenereal  virtues  of  the  green  bark 
of  the  Walnut:  but  the  refult  of  my  own 
experience  'will  not  permit  me  to  add  my 
teftimony  to  theirs.  I have  given  it  in  as 
large  dofes  as  the  ftomach  could  retain,  and 
for  as  long  a time  as  the  Itrength  of  the 
patients  and  the  nature  of  their  complaints 
would  permit : but  I have  uniformly  obferved, 
that  if  they  who  take  it  be  not  previoufly 
cured  of  Lues  Venerea,  the  peculiar  lymp- 

F 3 toms 
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toms  will  appear,  and  proceed  in  their  iifual 
coiirfe  in  defiance  of  the  powers  of  this  medi- 
cine. 

The  decoftum  Lufitanicum  may  be  given 
with  great  advantage,  in  many  of  thofe 
cutaneous  difeafes  which  are  attended  with 
aridity  of  the  ikin ; * and  I have  had  fome 
opportunities  of  obferving,  that  when  the 
putamen  of  the  Walnut  has  been  omitted, 
either  intentionally,  or  by  accident,  the  fame 
good  etfe6ts  have  not  followed  the  taking 
of  the  deco6tion,  as  when  it  contained  this 
ingredient. 

Many  years  ago,  I made  fome  trials  of  a 
deco(5lion  of  the  Lobelia  fyphilitica:  but  it 
generally  difagreed  with  the  ftomach,  and 
feldom  failed  of  aife61ing  the  bowels,  as  a 
ftrong  cathartic.  Thefe  effeds  were  inconve- 
nient and  prejudicial;  and,  as  I could  not 
obferve  that  the  perfons  who  took  it  derived 
any  evident  benefit  from  it,  as  an  antidote,  1 
. foon  defifted  from  employing  it. 

* Hunezoufky,  has  recommended  a decoftion  of  the 
green  bark  of  the  Walnut,  as  a good  application  to 
ulcers.  Aft.  Acad.  Vind.  P*  209. 

Van 
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Van  Swieten,  * who  has  mentioned  the 
antivenereal  qualities  of  this  root,  upon  the 
authority  of  one  of  his  refpedlable  correfpond- 
ents,  obferves,  in  concluding  his  account  of 
it, — fed  & illud  remedium  evacuando  curat. 
This  great  man  had  adopted  a theory,  which 
required,  as  a line  qua  non,  that  antivenereal 
remedies  Ihould  be  evacuants  of  fome  kind ; 
and,  having  learnt  from  his  friend,  that  the 
Lobelia  fyphilitica  could  a6l  as  an  emetic,  a 
purgative,  and  a diaphoretic,  he  admitted  it  as 
an  antidote,  w'ithout  making  one  experiment 
himfelf.  A confiderable  quantity  of  this  root 
was  brought  into  England,  at  the  time  when 
I employed  it  in  the  Lock  Hofpital ; but,  as 
no  accounts  have  been  publifhed  of  its 
efficacy,  i may  prefume,  that  the  trials  of 
other  pradlitioners  were  attended  with  no 
more  fuccels  than  my  own.-j- 

* Comment.  Tom.  V.  P.  576. 

f The  Lobelia  Syphililea  has  never  acquired  the 
confidence  of  medical  praftitioners  in  Europe;  for 
Murray  obfsrves, — “ Pauciffima  experimenta  in  Europa 
cum  eadem  capta.  Quod  minim;  quum  neque 
“ cultura  fiirpis  difficilis  fit,  neque  radicum  illaefarum 
tranflalie, 

App.  Med.  Tom.  I.  P.  776. 
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The  Aftragalus  exfcapus  has  been  ftrongly 
recommended,  as  an  antivcnereal,  by  Profefibr 
Winterl  of  Buda,  by  Dr.  Storck,  Dr.  Qnarin, 
Dr.  Crichton,  and  Dr.  Girtanner.*  A decoc- 
tion ol'  this  root  is  faid  to  a6l  as  a purgative 
and  diaphoretic;  and  to  cure  the  fecondary 
fymptoms  of  Lues  Venerea,  in  cafes  where 
no  mercury  has  been  previoufly  employed.  I 
nuift  acknowledge,  that  the  accounts  which 
I have  read  of  its  antivenereal  powers,  have 
by  no  means  produced  a conviction  in  my 
mind,  of  its  meriting  the  character  it  has 
obtained.  I never  employed  it ; and,  until 
fome  more  decifive  evidence  of  its  fafety  and 
efficacy  be  made  public,  I fliall  not  fubjeCt 
my  patients  to  the  hazard  of  experiments, 
w hich,  if  not  attended  w ith  real  and  permanent 
advantage,  may  infliCl  irremediable  mifchief. 

I would  by  no  means  however  offer  any 
fuggeftions  with  a view  of  difcrediting  the 
accounts  that  have  been  publiflied  of  the 
virtues  of  the  Aftragalus  exfcapus,  fince  I 
cannot  produce  any  evidence  collected  from 
my  own  obfervations : but  fome  portion  of 

Quarin.  Animad.  Praet.  Cap.  XVI.  Med.  Journal. 

yd.  IX. 
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fcepticifm  may  perhaps  be  tolerated  in  a 
perfon,  whofe  experiments  made  with  a variety 
of  vegetable  remedies  in  Lues  Venerea,  and 
fuch  as  have  been  recommended  by  the  moft 
refpedable  authorities,  haye  proved  uniformly 
unfuccefsful.* 


* IVturray  informs  his  readers,  that  the  Aftragalus 
exfcapus  has  not  maintained  its  reputation  with  all  thofe 
phyficians  who  at  firft  gave  a favourable  report  of 
its  efficacy. 

Appar.  Med.  Tom.  II.  P.  4;2, 
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Of  the  AMMONIA  PRMFARATJ. 

Th  E Volatile  Alkali  was  recommended 
as  a potent  and  certain  remedy  againft  Lues 
Venerea,  by  Monfieur  Peyrilhe,  more  than 
twenty  years  ago:  and  this  phyfician  extolled 
it  as  a medicine  of  greater  efficacy  than 
mercury ; always  curing  the  difeafe,  without 
injuring  the  health  of  thofe  who  took  it.  An 
interval  of  ten  years  intd'vened  between  the 
publication  of  the  firft  and  fecond  edition  of 
his  work  upon  this  fubje6l ; during  this  large 
portion  of  time,  he  and  his  medical  friends 
were  making  frequent  trials  of  the  virtues  of 
the  new  remedy  he  had  introduced;  he  found 
his  firft  reports  confirmed  by  an  ample 
number  of  fubfequent  experiments,  and  thus 
gained  additional  evidence  of  the  efficacy  of 
this  preparation.  Such  are  the  authorities 
upon  which  the  Volatile  Alkali  was  confidently 

propofed 
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propofed  to  the  world,  as  a new  and  certain 
fpecific  againft  Syphilis.* 

The  work  which  details  an  account  of  this 
hitherto  unknown  quality  of  the  Ammonia 
prseparata,  difclofes  likewife  fome  curious  and 
uncommon  opinions ; but  the  author  has  fo 
mingled  the  various  parts  of  his  hypothefis, 
with  the  defcription  of  the  difeafe  and  its 
fymptoms,  that  it  is  not  always  eafy  to 
difcover,  when  M.  Peyrilhe  is  indulging  the 
rallies  of  a brilliant  imagination,  and  when  he 
is  defcribing  the  order,  progrefs,  and  con- 
nexion of  real  phenomena. 

The  following  account  of  the  efficacy  of 
this  new  remedy,  I give  in  the  words  of  the 
author:  — Nous  avons  vu  ceder  aflez  con- 
fcamment  a l’a6tion  de  I’Alkali  volatil,  plus 
ou  moins  foutenue,  les  gonorrhees  virulentes 
limples  des  deux  fexes,  les  chancres,  les 
bubons,  les  exoftofes  faufles,  dont  le  tilTU 
cellulaire  n’a  pas  enticrement  perdu  fon  or- 
ganifation,  les  duretes  lymphatiques  des  corps 
caverneux,  certains  efpeces  de  retention 
d’urine,  tous  les  fymptomes  dependans  de  la 
cachexie  venerienne,  maux  de  tete  gravatifs, 

f Reraede  nouveau  contre  les  Maladies  Veneriennes. 

foiblefle 
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fijiblelTe  d’eftomac,  lieurs  blanches  fufpedes, 
piift Liles,  dartres,  douleiirs  vagues  des  membres, 
doiileiirs  nodlurnes,  & ineme,  a notre  grand 
etonnement,  des  engorgemens  de  la  matrice 
durs,  douloureux,  fuppures,  & quelques-uns 
reputes  fquirrheux.  P.  27,  28. 

The  author  informs  his  readers,  in  other 
parts  of  his  work,  that  the  prefence,  of 
Scrofula,  or  Scurvy,  in  an  infedted  perfon, 
conftitutes  no  obftacle  to  the  cure  of  the  Lues 
Venerea,  when  the  new  remedy  is  employed  ; 
and,  what  may  feem  ftill  more  extraordinary, 
that  the  Volatile  Alkali  is  better  adapted  to 
the  cure  of  the  difeafe  in  its  more  advanced 
llages,  than  when  the  infe6tion  is  recent. 

This  learned  writer  farther  maintains,  that 
the  Lues  Venerea  muft  be  cured  by  exciting 
a fever;  that  mercury,  by  its  peculiar  ftirnulus, 
can  produce  the  proper  febrile  ftate  of  the 
fyftem,  but  that  the  Volatile  Alkali  is  pre- 
ferable to  it:  and  he  confidently  affirms,  that 
an  inflammatory  fever,  has  many  times 
radically  cured  the  moft  ferious  and  inveterate 
venereal  complaints.*  P*  75* 

I have 

< 

'*  This  opinion  did  not  originate  with  M.  Peyrilhe; 
it  occurs  in  a work  publithcd  by  Jacobus  Vercellonus, 
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I have  no  intention  of  entering  largely  into 
a difcuffion  of  the  merits  of  this  theory  ; my 
firft  objeft  is,  to  ftate  the  refult  of  my  own 
experience  of  the  virtues  of  Volatile  Alkali, 
as  an  antivenereal  remedy. 

Many  years  before  I read  M.  Peyrilhe’s 
work,  I had  been  accuflomed  to  give  Volatile 
Alkali,  in  large  dofes,to  fuch  venereal  patientSf 
as  futFered  feverely  from  the  dolores  oftocopi ; 
and  the  medicine  was  very  often  ufeful  to 
tliem ; but  I never  fufpedled  it  of  potleffing 
the  important  quality  of  an  antidote  to  the 
virus.  After  1 became  acquainted  w'ith  the 
opinions  maintained  in  that  work,  I paid  more 
attention  to  the  etfefts  of  the  Ammonia ; and 
no  long  fpace  of  time  elapfed,  before  1 ob- 
ferved,  that  like  other  diaphoretic  medicines. 

In  1722,  intitled  De  Pudendorum  morbis  et  Liie 
Venerea. 

“ Febris  Lul  Venereas  fuperveniens  morbum  folvlt. 
“ Teftatur  hoc  continua  experientia.”  — After  giving 
fome  inftances  in  confirmation  of  this  doftrine,  he  adds, 
“ Et  ego  equidem  fanatae  Luis  nullum  certius  habeo 
“ indicium  ipfa  febre,  quas  iifum  pharmacorum  exce- 

perit,  ita  nimirum,  ut  quum  aegrum  Ephemera  aliqua 
“ Jaborantem  invenio,  ftatim  denunciem  ipfum  a Lue 
“ integre  convaluilfe.  P.  224 — 5. 
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fuch  as  Antimony,  Pulvis  Ipecacuanhae  com' 
pofitus.  Antimony  combined  with  Opium, 
Warm-bathing,  &c.  it  fufpended  the  progrefs 
of  fome  venereal  fymptoms,  and  removed 
others ; but  that  no  permanent  benefit  was 
obtained  by  ufing  it. 

The  Volatile  Alkali  will  often  relieve  pains 
of  the  limbs ; it  will  fometimes  remove  a 
venereal  eruption;  and  even  reftrain  for  a 
time  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe : but,  at  other 
times,  the  virus  will  continue  its  deftru61ive 
courfe,  during  the  adminiftration  of  this 
medicine ; and  the  fymptoms  which  were 
apparently  cured,  never  fail  of  returning 
again,  while  the  patient  is  actually  perfifting 
in  taking  full  dofes  of  this  pretended  fpecific. , 

CASE  THE  EIGHTH, 

A young  gentleman  had  a large  chancre 
on  the  preputium,  for  which  he  employed 
mercury  during  eighteen  days.  As  the  fore 
was  then  completely  healed,  he  abfolutely 
refufed  to  perfill  any  longer  in  ufing  his 
medicines,  and  went  into  the  country.  At 
the  expiration  of  about  three  months,  he 

informed 
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informed  me  by  a letter,  that  he  was  become 
very  lame  that  his  ankles  fwelled  much 
every  night  j and  that  he  had  nearly  loft  the 
ufe  of  one  arm.  1 exprefled  my  lufpicions  to 
him,  that  thofe  complaints  were  venereal; 
but,  as  he  would  not  come  to  London  at  that 
time,  I advifed  him  to  go  into  a hot  bath. 
He  bathed  only  twice,  and  was  fo  intirely 
relieved,  that  he  concluded  himfelf  to  be  quite 
well.  Iq  about  a month  after  this  apparent 
recovery,  he  came  to  town,  and  complained 
of  pains,  refembling  the  rheumatifm,  in  every 
limb;  the  tumefadtion  of  the  ankles  had  ap- 
peared again ; but  he  was  very  unwilling  to 
believe  that  his  cafe  was  venereal.  I ordered 
him  to  take  two  drams  of  the  Spiritus  Salis 
Ammoniaci,  properly  diluted,  every  day  ; and  , 
in  about  ten  days  his  fymptoms  were  removed. 
In  a fortnight,  the  oedema  returned ; he  be- 
came very  lame,  and  venereal  eruptions 
appeared  on  the  Ikin.  I then  infifted  upon  his 
having  recourfe  to  mercury  immediately; 
by  which  he  was  cured  in  the  ufual  fpace  of 
time. 


CASE 


so 
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CASE  THE  NINTH. 

’ A gentleman  fliewed  me  a fwelling  of  the 
periofteiim,  at  the  upper  part  of  the  tibia, 
which  I told  him  was  a venereal  node.  The 
hiftory  he  gave  of  himfelf  was  fuch  as  to 
render  the  corre<5lnefs  of  my  opinion  fome- 
W'hat  doubtful ; and,  as  he  was  very  confident 
that  his  cafe  was  not  a venereal  one,  I con- 
tented to  treat  it  as  a tumour  derived  from 
fome  other  fource.  I gave  him  the  Volatile 
Alkali  in  large  dofes,  during  a fortnight;  and 
applied  a bliftering  plafter  to  the  part  affe6ted ; 
but  no  advantage  was  gained.  1 then  dire6ted 
him  to  take  Opium  and  Antimony.  He  found 
fome  relief  from  thefe  medicines ; and  his 
pain  was  greatly  mitigated ; but  he  was  never 
quite  eafy,  except  while  under  the  influence 
of  Opium.  After  perfifting  in  experiments 
of  this  kind  during  four  or  five  weeks,  1 at 
length  prevailed  on  him  to  make  trial  of 
mercury.  He  foon  obtained  permanent  bene- 
fit from  the  adminiftration  of  this  remedy  ; 
and,  after  palling  through  a regular  courfe  of 
it,  he  was  perfc(5tly  cured. 

I have 
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I have  likewife  given  the  Ammonia 'praepa- 
rata,  in  the  quantity  of  from  two  drams  to 
half  an  ounce  every  day,  to  patients  afflicted 
with  venereal  pains  and  nodes,  (which  are  the 
very  cafes  in  which  M.  Peyrilhe  maintains 
that  it  is  the  moft  efhcacious,)  but  the  advan- 
tages have  been  merely  temporary.  1 have 
ordered  the  difeafed  perfon  to  lie  conftantly  in 
bed,  and  to  drink  plentifully  of  a decodtion  of 
Guaiacum,  at  the  fame  time ; yet,  under 
thefe  favourable  circumftances,  although  fome 
relief  was  obtained  for  the  fpace  of  ten  days 
or  a fortnight,  new  fymptoms  always  made 
their  appearance,  and  thofe  for  which  the 
medicine  were  given,  never  failed  to  increafe, 
during  the  time  of  employing  it. 

I meet  with  fome  inftances  every  year,  of 
nodes  of  the  periofteum,  fituated  on  the  tibia, 
and  fometimes  on  the  bones  of  the  upper 
extremities,  accompanied  with  much  pain, 
difturbing  the  fleep,  and  impeding  the  motion 
of  the  limb;  but  which  are  neverthelefs  quite 
unconnefted  with  Syphilis.  Thefe  tumours 
generally  yield  to  the  application  of  bliftering 
platters,  conjoined  with  the  ufe  of  fudorific 
medicines.  I have  often  given  the  Volatile 
Alkali  to  fuch  patients,  with  evident  advan- 
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tage  ; and  I have  iecn  effects  equally  bene- 
ficial produced  by  Guaiacum,  and  by  the 
Decodlum  Lignorum.  Nor  is  it  at  all 
extraordinary,  that  fiimulating  medicines, 
and  irritating  applications,  fliould  prove 
ferviceable  in  reducing  the  tumefa(5tions  I 
have  defcribed,  fince  they  commonly  occur 
in  patients  of  a fcrofulous  habit  of  body. 

That  a fever  excited  by  nature,  or  by  art, 
will  radically  cure  the  venereal  difeafe,  is  a 
propofition  of  too  much  confequence  to  be 
difmilled,  without  offering  fome  obfervations 
upon  it. 

1.  A Gonorrhcea  is  femetimes  accompanied 
with  febrile  fymptoms,  at  its  firlt  appearance ; 
but  this  ftate  of  the  body  is  fo  far  from  con- 
tributing to  the  removal  of  the  malady, 
that  if  generally  forms  a material  obftacle  to 
our  adopting  the  beft  mode  of  treating  it; 
confequently,  it  is  not  every  kind  of  fever 
which  has  the  power  even  of  fufpending 
venereal  complaints. 

2.  I know  that  a fever  will  fometimes 
fufpend  the  progrefs  of  a Gonorrhoea ; but  I 
never  law  an  inftance  in  which  it  completely 
removed  it.  Mr.  Hunter  relates,  that  he 
has  feen  all  the  fymptoms  of  a Gonorrhcea 
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ceafe  on  the  acceflion  of  a fever,  and  return 
when  the  fever  has  been  fubdued. 

So  capricious  fometimes,  (fays  this  ufeful 
writer,)  is  this  form  of  the  difeafe,  in  its 
cure,  that  the  acceflion  of  an  accidental 
**  fever  has  flopped  the  difcharge,  the  pain  in 
making  water  has  ceafed,  and  the  Gonorrhoea 
has  finally  terminated  with  the  fever.  In 
« fome  1 have  feen  a Gonorrhoea  begin  mildly, 
but  a fevere  fever  coming  on,  and  con- 
tinuing  for  feveral  days,  has  greatly  in- 
creafed  the  fymptoms,  and  on  the  fever 
going  off,  the  Gonorrhoea  has  alfo  gone 
off.”* 

To  know  the  proportion  which  the  different 
cafes  would  bear  to  each  other,  in  which  the 
Gonorrhoea  has  been  only  fufpended  by  a 
fever;  or  in  which  it  has  been  cured  by  a 
fever ; or  where  no  particular  interruption  to 
its  ufuul  progrefs  has  occurred,  from  the 
fupervention  of  a febrile  complaint,  would  be 
a curious,  and  perhaps,  an  ufeful  acquifition. 
It  is  not  probable,  however,  that  we  can  gain 
this  knowledge  in  a fhort  period  of  time, 
fince  the  number  of  perfons  in  whom  thefe 

* Hunter  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe.  P.  85. 

G 2 tw  o 


ot  OF  THE  AMMONIA  P'R.^EP AR ATA. 

two  difbrders  happen  to  be  blended,  is  com- 
paratively fmall. 

My  own  experience  has  however  been 
fufficient  to  inllruft  me,  that  a Gonorrhoea  may 
proceed,  where  there  is  general  inflammation ; 
where  there  is  an  Ague ; and  during  the  long 
progrefs  of  a Typhus  ; without  gaining  any 
amelioration  of  its  fymptoms.  On  the  con- 
trary, in  thofe  feveral  inflances,  the  difeaPe 
was  rendered  more  untradtable,  and  refilled 
the  efforts  of  the  common  remedies  with 
peculiar  obftinacy. 

3.  I have  feen  a great  number  of  perfons 
who  were  .afflidled  with  the  Lues  Venerea, 
pafs  through  violent  fevers ; inflammatory 
complaints ; the  difeafes  fometimes  confequent 
to  parturition ; the  fmall  pox,  &c.  yet  not  a 
Angle  inftance  has  ever  occurred  to  me,  in 
which  the  patient  derived  any  real  and 
permanent  benefit  from  the  acceffion  of  thefe 
feveral  morbid  affedtions.  I do  not  deny,, 

* That  change  in  the  female  conftitution  which  is 
connected  with  pregnancy,  has  often  a wonderful  power 
of  fufpending  the  progrefs,  and  of  modifying  the  form 
of  the  difeafe.  An  account  of  thefe,  and  of  fome  other 
curious  phenomena,  will  appear  in  my  Treatife  on  the 
Lues  Venerea. 
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that  a temporary  furpenfion  of  the  progrefs 
of  fome  particular  fymptom  may  have  been 
obfervablej  but  I allert  that  no  tiue  and 
ellential  alteration  in  the  aaive  powers  of  the 
virus,  was  ever  effeaed  by  the  fupervention 
of  fuch  acute  difeafes  as  I hav^e  mentioned. 


CASE  THE  TENTH. 

The  following  cafe  offers  a curious  example 
of  the  irregularity  with  which  the  Lues 
Venerea  fometimes  proceeds. 

A married  woman  applied  to  me  at  the 
Difpenfary  in  Carey  Street,  with  a large  and 
painful  node,  which  was  fituated  about  the 
middle  of  the  tibia.  The  account  the  gave 
me  of  the  origin  and  progrefs  of  her  complaint 
was  fo  imperfedl  and  obfcure,  that  I could 
not  immediately  decide  upon  the  true  nature 
of  it.  As  her  tleep  was  greatly  interrupted, 
and  flTie  fuffered  conftantly  from  pain  in  her 
leg,  I ordered  her  to  take  Antimony  and 
Opium ; and  dire6led  a bliffering  plafter  to  be 
applied  on  the  tumour.  The  part  was  bliftered 
repeatedly ; the  took  Volatile  Alkali,  Decoc- 
tion  of  Guaiacum,  Decoction  of  Mezereum, 
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and  opiates,  in  fuch  doles  as  to  mitigate  the 
pain ; but  (he  obtained  no  permanent  benefit 
from  this  courfe  of  treatment.  I then  ordered 
her  to  rub  in  a dram  of  the  ftrong  mercurial 
ointment  every  night.  When  flie  had  ufed  but 
four  drams,  and  before  her  mouth  was  fenfibly 
affedled,  file  became  ill,  with  the  fymptoms 
of  a common  fever  ; which  rendered  it  proper 
for  her  to  difeontinue  the  fridtions.  The 
febrile  complaint  was  nearly  gone  at  the  end 
of  a week ; and  at  that  period  a great  number 
of  fmall  boils  appeared  upon  different  parts  of 
her  body.  She  now  became  quite  free  from  the 
pain  of  the  node ; the  tumefadtion  fubfided 
gradually ; and,  by  taking  Peruvian  bark  and 
Gafcarilla  during  a fliort  time,  flie  regained 
her  health,  and  feemed  perfedlly  freed  from 
her  former  complaint. 

This  w’oman  remained  well  during  fix 
months  ; but,  at  the  end  of  that  time,  the  node 
appeared  again,  attended  with  pain  as  before. 
She  was  relieved  by  taking  theCorrofive  Sub- 
limate ; but  her  fituation  in  life  obliging  her 
to  go  into  an  hofpital,  I fiiw  her  no  more. 

I feci  myfelf  very  little  interefted  in  the 
theories  which  may  be  propofed,  of  the  viodus 
agC7idi  of  Volatile  Alkali,  or  of  any  othei 
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medicine;  provided  fuch  fpeculations  do  not 
corrupt  the  hiftory  of  the  difeafe,  nor  fandion 
an  inadequate,  or  pernicious  mode  of  treating 
it. 

But,  if  it  were  to  become  a prevailing  opi- 
nion, that  a fever  being  the  cure  of  Lues 
Venerea,  whatever  medicine  could  excite  and 
fupport  a febrUe  commotion  in  the  human 
frame,  would  operate  as  a fpecific  remedy- 
in  the  cure  of  that  difeafe ; fuch  a propolition, 
reduced  into  pra6tice,  would  be  attended  with 
the  moft  mifchievous  confequences. 

The  preceding  pages  contain  ample  proofs, 
that  certain  medicines  have  a power  of  inter- 
rupting the  progrefs,  and  of  altering  the 
appearances  of  venereal  fymptoms,  without 
actually  curing  the  djfeafe ; hence  it  is  pro- 
bable, that  mutations  in  the  ftate  of  the 
fyllem,  of  different  kinds,  whether  occafioned 
by  the  efforts  of  nature,  or  produced  by 
general  difeafes,  may  modify  the  a6tion  of 
the  venereal  virus,  fometimes  to  the  advan- 
tage, and  at  other  times  to  the  difadvantage 
of  the  patient. 

To  be  acquainted  with  thefe  circumftances, 
as  matters  of  fadt,  will  be  highly  ufeful  to  every 
practical  furgeon ; yet,  if  any  one  lliould 
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undertake  to  model  a fyftem  upon  fuch  ano- 
malies and  unufual  occurrences ; or  Ihould 
■flight  or  difparage  a ■well  known  and  effica- 
cious method  of  treating  the  difeafe,  becaufe  it 
may  lie  within  the  fphere  of  poffibilities,  that 
a commotion  (not  to  be  defined)  excited  in 
* the  animal  body,  can  remove  certain  appear- 
ances feemingly  conne6ted  with  the  infe6tion  ; 
it  may  be  fairly  queftioned,  whether  the  under- 
ftanding,  or  the  probity  of  fuch  a perfon  be 
moll  worthy  of  animadverfion. 


- 
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OF  THE  ' 

TERRA  PONDEROSA  SALITA, 

OR 

BARYTES  MURIATA.  . 

TTh  IS  faline  compound  was  firft  prepared 
and  recommended  as  an  ufeful  medicine,  by 
the  late  Dr.  Crawford : and  an  account  of  its 
virtues  in  cancerous  and  fcrofulous  affe6lions 
was  publifhed  by  him,  in  the  fecond  volume 
of  the  London  Medical  Communications. 

It  would  be  inconfiftent  with  the  delign  of 
this  work,  to  recite  the  obfervations  I have 
made  on  the  properties  and  efFe6ts  of- this 
preparation,  in  the  great  variety  of  cafes  in 
which  I have  employed  it,  fince  it  was  firft 
introduced  into  public  notice.  My  prefent 
plan  reftrifls  my  account  of  it,  to  its  efficacy 
in  Syphilis.  1 never  adminiftered  it  indeed 
under  the  chara6ter  of  an  antivenereal  me- 
dicine ; but  1 have  given  it  with  great  advan- 
tage. 
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tage,  on  certain  occafions,  when  I could  not 
xietermine  pofitively^  whether  the  cafe  were 
venereal  or  not;  and  where  the  difeafe  has 
afterwards  manifefted  itfelf  by  unequivocal 
fymptoms.  The  following  cafe  will  prefent  a 
fpecimen  of  its  powers. 


CASE  THE  ELEVENTH, 

A gentleman  had  undergone  three  full 
courfes  of  mercury,  undei'  the  diredlion  of 
different  furgeons ; and,  from  the  length  and 
feverity  of  the  laft  of  thefe  courfes,  it  was 
prefumed  that  he  was  cured.  He  firft  con- 
fulted  me,  in  confequence  of  the  appearance 
of  a tumour  on  the  frontal  bone,  and  a little 
fore  on  the  Septum  Nali ; at  the  fame  time, 
he  fhewed  me  a fmall  fiflure  in  the  roof 
of  his  mouth,  where,  on  examination  with  a 
probe,  I found  the  bone  uncovered. 

As  his  health  had  fuffered  greatly  from 
mercury,  and  he  had  been  fo  lately  under 
the  influence  of  it,  I ordered  him  to  take 
twelve  drops  of  the  Muriated  Barytes,  tjirce 
times  a day.  When  he  had  perfevered  in 
taking  this  medicine  during  a month,  the 
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.node  had  difappeared ; the  fore  on  the  Septum 
Nafi  was  healed  ; and  I thought  that  the 
filTure  remaining  in  the  roof  of  the  mouth, 
depended  folely  upon  the  irritation  excited  by 
a piece  of  carious  bone,  and>that  it  would  dote 
when  the  exfoliation  was  completed.- 

Neverthelefs,  while  my  patient  was  actually 
taking  this  medicine  with  the  greateft  regu- 
larity, the  ulcer  in  the  nofe  opened  again, 
and  fpread  rapidly ; the  node  returned  upon 
the  forehead  ; venereal  tubercles  appeared  on 
different  parts  of  his  body  ; and  his  health 
became  fo  materially  difordered,  that  1 thought 
it  dangerous  to  delay  the  adminiftering  of 
mercury  any  longer.  The  gentleman  now 
ufed  a full  and  etficacious  mercurial  courfe, 
and  he  has,  ever  lince  that  time,  remained 
perfectly  well. 

I have  frequently  given  the  Muriated 
Barytes  to  patients  afflidted  with  painful  and 
ill-conditioned  fores,  derived  from  a venereal 
fource,  and  it  has  fometimes  proved  beneficial, 
by  improving  the  health,  by  increafmg  the  tone 
of  the  Horn ach,  and  difpofing  the  ulcers  to  heal. 

Profefibr  Gmelin  recites  the  good  clfefts  he 
has  feen  of  the  efficacy  of  this  medicine,  in 
the  following  words  : — Commendarunt  alii 

hoc 


92  OF  THE  TERRA  PONDEROSA  SALITA. 

hoc  medicamen  in  exanthematibus  chronids 
pcrtinacibus ; v.  g.  tinea,  lichenibus,  fcabie  ; 
in  iilceribus,  ac  bubonibus,  aliifque  malis  vene- 
reis,  experti  funt  efficacem  Althof,  et  apud 
eum  Huber  et  Vogel.”* — 

The  Miiriated  Barytes  ought  by  no  means 
to  be  regarded  as  a medicine  void  of  efficacy. 
When  it  is  properly  prepared,  it  has  the  power 
of  fufpending,  for  a fliort  time,  the  progrefs 
of  certain  venereal  fymptoms,  efpecially  thofe 
which  are  lituated  in  the  ligaments,  or  the 
periofteum : and  it  is  often  ferviceable  in 
Scrofula,  and  in  Ulcers  connected  with  Ele- 
phantialis.  But  thefe  good  qualities  are  un- 
certain in  their  operation,  and  narrowly  cir- 
cumfcribed;  nor  is  it  a preparation  on  which 
great  confidence  can  be  placed,  for  the  cure 
of  any  difeafe  with  which  I am  acquainted. 


* Appar,  Med. 


P.  II.  Tom.  I. 
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CHAP.  X. 


OF  CERTAIN  , 

PREPARATIONS  OF  MERCURY, 

r-|'' 

X HOSE  who  are  perfuaded  of  the  exill- 
ence  of  antivenereal  virtues  in  all,  or  in 
any  of  thofe  articles  of  the  materia  medica 
which  have  been  mentioned  in  the  preceding 
pages,  probably,  may  not  deem  the  fa61:s 
therein  recited,  fuch  as  to  require  them  to 
yield  up  the  opinions  they  have  formed. 

Tliey  may  contend,  fince  I have  con- 
ceded the  power  of  fufpending  the  progrefs 
of  Syphilis,  and  of  conferring  a temporary 
benefit  at  lead,  upon  venereal  patients,  to 
the  greater  part  of  the  medicines  taken  notice 
of,  that  this  concefiion  amounts  to  an  ac- 
knowledgment of  their  fpecific  qualities ; 
and  that,  if  they  really  do  good,  and  fuc- 
cefsfully  oppofe  the  deftru6live  progrefs  of  the 
virus,  though  with  certain  limitations,  they 
may,  when  conjoined  with  Mercury,  increafe 

its 
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its  medicinal  virtue,  and  give  more  certainty 
to  its  a<51ion  on  the  animal  fyftem. 

It  may  likewile  be  alleged  farther,  that  the 
very  fame  fpecies  of  arguing  which  I have 
eontidered  as  valid,  when  employed  againft 
the  fpecific  efficacy  of  the  various  medicines 
taken  from  the  vegetable,  mineral,  or  animal 
kingdoms,  may  be  retorted  with  equal  advan- 
tage againft:  the  certain  efficacy  of  Mercury, 
in  venereal  complaints  ; fince  relapfes  often 
occur,  where  that  antidote  has  been  em- 
ployed; and  inftances  frequently  prefent  them- 
felves,  where  new  venereal  fymptoms  ap- 
pear, during  the  continuance  of  a mercurial 
courfe. 

There  is  much  truth  contained  in  thefe 
allegations ; and  it  can  excite  no  furprife,  if 
perfons  poflelled  of  few  opportunities  of  com- 
paring the  medicinal  powers  of  Mercury, 
with  thofe  of  other  remedies,  ffiould  be  in- 
duced to  conclude,  that  fafts  like  thefe,  very 
fairly  deprive  Mercury  of  its  exclufive  claim 
to  the  rank  of  foie  fpecific  againft  the  Lues' 
Venerea. 

In  replying  to  thefe  objedlions,  I would 
premife,  that  Mercury  adminiftered  in  any 
form,  or  after  any  method,  or  under  any 
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circumftances  which  ignorance  or  caprice 
may  fuggeft,  is  not  a certain  antidote,  that 
is,  an  infallible  remedy,  againft  Lues  Venerea. 
When  this  medicine  is  under  the  dire6lion  of 
an  unfkilful  man,  it  will  fail  of  effeaing  a 
cure,  perhaps  more  frequently  than  it  will 
fuccced;  and,  what  is  of  confiderable  confer 
quence  to  the  welfare  of  the  difeafed  perfon, 
the  complaint  will  be  generally  exafperated 
by  it,  and  rendered  more  untraftable,  than  if 
no  Mercury  at  all  had  been  given. 

A long  courfe  of  obfervation  has  con- 
vinced me,  that  if  this  alarming  truth  were 
as  clearly  underllood,  and  as  deeply  imprelled 
upon  mens’  minds,  as  it  deferves  to  be,  the 
great  number  of  mutilated  vidtims,  w'hofe  fad 
condition  excites  horror,  while  it  calls  for 
commiferation,  would  be  reduced  within 
much  narrower  limits  than  I can  venture  to 
exprefs. 

Indeed,  I am  fo  far  from  feeling  alarmed 
or  perplexed,  at  the  examples  of  ill  fuccefs 
which  occafionally  attend  the  exhibition  of 
Mercury,  or  from  confidering  thefe  mifad- 
ventures  as  reflecting  difparagement  or  dif- 
grace  on  that  mineral,  that  I am  rather 

furprifed 
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furprifed  at  the  fuccefs  which  fo  often  attends 
the  indifcriniinate  life  of  it.  ' 

There  is  a defcription  of  men  who  fcatter 
abroad  their  crudities  very  liberally,  in  com- 
pendiums  and  efliiys ; a clafs  of  produ6tions, 
feldom  calculated  to  convey  information,  but 
principally  defigned  to  perform  the  office 
of  a midwife,  by  bringing  their  compilers 
into  public  view.  With  the  fpurious  intelli- 
gence colledted  from  thefe  retailers  of  fcraps, 
many  people  furnifli  themfelves  with  a frock 
fufficient  to  undertake  the  cure  of  their  own 
complaints;  and,  not  uncommonly,  impart  the 
precious  commodity  to  others  who  are  lefs 
learned  than  themfelves. 

That  Mercury,  condu6ted  by  men  of  fuch 
endowments,  ffiould  often  fail  of  doing  good, 
nay,  that  it  fliould  frequently  inflifl  great 
mifchief,  would  be  according  to  the  natural 
order  of  things : but,  that  it  ffiould  ever  prove 
finally  beneficial,  ought  certainly  to  redound 
to  the  credit  of  a medicine,  whofe  falutary 
agency  cannot  be  invariably  fruftrated  by 
all  the  blunders  of  hardy  ignorance. 

Before  attempting,  therefore,  to  calculate 
the  proportion  of  relapfes  which  occur  where 

Mercury 
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ivferciiry  has  been  employed,  it  will  be  equi- 
table to  make  the  following  dedu6lions : 

1.  Of  all  thofe  inftances  in  which  that 
medicine  has  been  injudicioufly,  or  abfurdly 
adminiftered. 

2.  Let  all  thofe  cafes  be  fubtraaed,  where 
the  circumftances  and  fituation  of  the  patient 
would  not  permit  a ftria  compliance  with  the 
lieceflary  reftriaions ; alfo  all  thofe  in  which 
an  inconfiderate,  a prejudiced,  or  a refraaory 
difpofition,  have  refufed  fubmiffion  to  the 
injunaions  of  the  furgeon;  and  it  will  appear, 
that  the  charge  of  not  exterminating  the 
difeafe,  can  very  feldom  indeed  be  juftly 
imputed  to  that  mineral. 

The  fuperior  efficacy  of  Mercury,  as  the 
genuine  antidote  of  Syphilis,  is  fanaioned  by 
the  experience  of  300  years ; and,  what  is  a 
circumltance  deferving  of  confideration,  not 
one  medicine  befides,  derived  from  the  animal, ' 
vegetable,  or  mineral  kingdom,  has  main- 
tained its  credit,  with  men  aaually  employed 
in  extentive  praaice,  duping  a tenth  part  of 
that  period.  Perhaps,  it  would  not  be  rath  to 
aflert,  that  no  othep  piedicine  has  maintained 
a general  good  reputation,  as  a fpecific  againft 
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the  yepereal  difeafe,  beyond  the  life-time  of 
its  firft  propofer. 

Men  may  amufe  themfelves  by  declaiming 
againft  Mercury,  as  an  uncertain  remedy  ; 
they  may  utter  querulous  details  of  its  bane- 
ful effects,  and  retail  tragical  llories  of  its 
malignant  influence  on  the  body  and  mind  of 
thofe  who  life  it:  but  furely  all  this  turbulent 
eloquence  may  be  directed  with  equal  advan- 
tage, not  only  againft  every  potent  article  of 
the  materia  medica,  but  againft  the  very 
alimeint  by  which  \ve  are  fuftained. 

' Almoft  every  department  of  phyfical  fcience 
contains  propofitions  which  require  exceptions, 
or  againft  which  objections  may  be  brought 
that  fcarcely  admit  of  a fatisfaCtory  folution. 
Yet,  notwithftanding  thefe,  philolbphers  do 
not  fuppofe  it  necelfary  to  abandon  duly 
verified  axioms,  becaufe  a few  phenomena, 
not  perfectly  underftood,  feem  to  militate 
againft  them. 

He  who  thall  difcard  all  general  rules, 
becaufe  they  admit  exceptions,  ought  likewife 
for  the  fake  of  conliftency,  to  renounce  all 
fcience,  becaufe  human  knowledge  is  fallible 
and  imperfect* 


My 
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My  opportunities  of  adminiftering  Mercury, 
have  not  extended  to  lefs  than  twenty  thoufand 
cafes;  and  I feel  myfelf  fully  authorized  to 
atlert,  that  it  is  a- remedy  always  to  be  confided 
in,  under  every  form]  of  Lues  Venerea ; and, 
where  we  have  only  that  one  difeafe  to  con- 
tend with,  that  it  is  a certain  antidote,  and 
as  fafe  in  its  operation  as  any  other  a6live 
medicine,  drawn  from  the  vegetable,  or  the 
mineral  kingdom.  Let  nie  not  be  mifunder- 
fiood  here,  as  if  I meant  to  fay,  that  it  is  a 
certain  and  fafe  remedy  in  the  hands  of  any 
one  who  undertakes  to  difpenfe  it.  Quite 
the  contrary : — for  a multitude  of  indifputable 
proofs  might  be  adduced,  that  ignorance  and 
error  often  render  it  one  of  the  molt  preca- 
rious and  mifehievous  medicines  in  life. 

It  is  not  my  defign,  at  this  time,  to  enter 
into  a detailed  account  of  the  powers  of 
Mercury,  as  an  antivenereal  remedy  : I lhall 
reltri(5t  myfelf  to  offering  a few  practical 
obfervations,  on  the  efficacy  of  certain  prepa- 
rations, of  that  mineral,  and  more  efpecially 
on  that  called  Hydrargyrus  Muriatus. 

A folution  of  Mercury  in  the  Marine  Acid, 
has  been  long  known  as  a chymical  prepa- 
ration; but  it^  is  not  eafy  to  afeertain  who 
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it  was  that  firft  gave  it  as  an  antidote  in 
Syphilis. 

M,  Le  Begue  du  Prefle,  afligns  this  honour 
to  Bafil  Valentine;  whether  correctly  or  not, 
is  a queftion  of  fmall  importance  at  prefcnt : 
this  however  is  certain,  that  it  was  employed 
early  in  the  feventeenth  century,  in  England; 
lince  Richard  Wifeman  has  defcribed  it  as  a 
medicine  poirdling  fome  reputation  in  his 
time,  although  he  never  thought  proper  to 
adminifter  it  in  his  own  pradice. 

Dr.  Turner  has  informed  us,  that  fome  of 
his  contemporaries  were  acc\iftomed  to  give 
the  Corrofive  Sublimate,  as  a medicine 
capable  of  curing  the  Gonorrhoea  very  ex- 
peditioutly ; and  he'  declaims,  in  a torrent 
I of  coarfe,  petulant,  and  illiberal  language, 
againft  the  preparation,  and  thofe  who  em- 
^ ployed  it.* 

The  Muriated  Mercliry  was  finally  intro- 
duced into  general  practice,  on  the  very 
refpedablc  authority  of  Baron  Van  Swieten, 

* One  Sintelaer,  in  a work,  entitled,  “ The  Scourge 

of  Venus  and  Mercury,”  publiaied  at  the  beginning  of 
this  century,  fpeaks  of  the  frequent  ediibition  of  Corrofive 
Sublimate,  and  condemns  it, as  an  unfafe  preparation. 

who 
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U’ho  recommended  it  as  a preparation  of 
lingular  efficacy,  againft' every  form  of  the 
Lues  Venerea.  This  eminent  phyfician  di- 
redled  it  to  be  given  in  fmaller  dofes  than  had 
been  ufual  before  his  time;  and  he  likewife 
furniffied  thofe  who  adopted  the  ufe  of  this 
powerful  medicine,  with  many  neceflary  and 
ufeful  cautions. 

There  are  indeed  forhe  circumltances  which 
induce  me  to  I'uppofe,  that  the  Corrofive  Sub- 
limate had  been  employed  as  an  antivenereal 
remedy  in  Ruffia,  before  its  general  introduc- 
tion into  other  parts  of  Europe  ; and  that, 
probably.  Van  Swieten  derived  his  knowledge 
of  the  fafety  and  efficacy  with  which  it  might 
be  given  in  fmall  dofes,  from  Dr,  Sanchez, 
who  relided  many  years  at  Peterlburgh.  The 
decifion  of  this  point,  is  however  an  objedt  of 
no  moment  in  my  prefent  inquiry. 

We  are  informed  by  Baron  Van  Swieteri, 
that  three  hundred  venereal  patients  were 
cured  by  the  Corrofive  Sublimate,  in  the  year 
1 754 : that  all  thefe  perfons  remained  well  in 
1755;  and  that  two  hundred  more  inftances 
of  fuccefs  were  added  to  the  lift. 

De  Haen  adds  his  teftimony,  in  con- 
firmation of  the  efficacy  of  this  mercurial 
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fait;  and  Dr.  Locher,  who  had  the  care  of  arif 
hofpital  at  Vienna,  appropriated  to  the  recep- 
tion of  venereal  patients,  has  recorded  nearly 
five  thoufand  cafes,  in  which  tlie  Hydrargyrus 
Muriatus  had  been  adminiftered  with  fuccefs. 

The  three  firfl  volumes  of  the  London 
Medical  Obfervations  and  InquirieSj  exhibit 
a numerous  and  refpe6table  lifl;  of  teftirnonies, 
in  favour  of  the  antivenereal  powers  of  tliis 
medicine  ; and  the  permanence  of  the  feveral 
cures,  is  confirmed  by  attellations,  whidi 
bear  the  moft  unequivocal  characters  of 
authenticity. 

The  high  authority  of  Van  Swieten  in  the 
province  of  medicine,  induced  medical  prac- 
titioners, in  the  feveral  parts  of  Europe,  to  try 
the  efficacy  of  Corrolive  Sublimate  in  venerea! 
cafes ; and  it  may  be  fufficient  to  fay,  that 
the  favourable  reports  tranfmitted  by  them,  of 
its  excellent  qualities,  would  fill  a volume  of 
conliderable  magnitude. 

M.  Gardane  of  Montpelier,  in  a work' 
pubiillied  in  the  year  1774,  contends  earnefUy 
for  the  unqueftionable  efficacy  of  this  mer- 
curial fait,  both  in  the  primary  and  fecondary 
ftageu  of  Lues  Venerea;  and  declares  himfelf 
incapable  of  comprehending,  how  a medi- 
cine 
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cine  fhall  poflefs  the  virtue  of  removing 
venereal  fymptoms  very  quickly,  and  yet  be 
unequal  to  the  perfect  extermination  of  the 
difeafe  itfelf.* 

M.  De  Horne,  who  was  dire6ted  by  the 
French  government  to  make  a feries  of  expe- 
riments, for  the  purpofe  of  afcertaining  the 
comparative  efficacy  of  the  different  prepara- 
tions of  Mercury  in  Syphilis,  has  added  his  - 
teftimony  to  the  invariable  efficacy  of  the 
Corrofive  Sublimate;  and  has  exprefled  him- 
felf  fatisfied  that  the  cures  performed  under 
his  infpe<5tioii  were  real  and  permanent.f 
Dometiico  Cirillo,  a pra6litioner  of  fome 
eminence  at  Naples,  advifes  the  employing  of 
Corrofive  Sublimate,  in  preference  to  every 
other  preparation  of  Mercury,  in  a w6rk 
publiihed  by  him  in  1784.  J His  method  is, 
to  mix  this  fait  with  hogs-lard,  ahd  to  make 
the  frictions  on  the  foies  of  the  feet ; which  is 

* Recherches  pratiques  fur  les  difTerentes  manleres  de 
trailer  les  Maladies  Veneriennes. 

f Obfervations  faites  & publiees  par  ordre  du  gou- 
vernment}  fur  les  difFerentes  methodes  d’admiiiiftrer  Iq 
Mercure  dans  les  Maladies  Veneriennes.  i 779. 

% Oflervazioni  pratiche  intorno  alia  Lue  Venerea; 
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a mode  of  removing  Lues  Venerea',  accord^' 
ing  to  this  writer,-  milder,  and  lefs  uncer-' 
tain,  than  any  other  in  general  life. — The 
ointment  is  prepared  by  mixing  one  dram  of 
Muriated  Mercury,  previoufly  dillblved  in  an 
aqueous  Solution  of  Sal  Ammoniac,  with  one 
ounce  of  hogs-lard.  Half  a dram  of  this- 
ointment  mull  be  rubbed  into  the  foie  of  each 
foot,  on  three  fuccellive  evenings  ; then,  three 
more  fribtions,  each  confiding  of  a dram  and  a 
half  of  the  ointment,  mull  be  employed  in  the 
fame  manner,*  and  finally,  two  drams  of  the 
ointment  are  to  be  rubbed  in  every  night,  until, 
the  patient  be  cured.-  The  patient  muft  alfo 
go  i-nto  a warm  bath,  once  every  three  or  four 
days.  Dr.  Cirillo  is  averfe  to  the  exciting 
of  a ptyalifm ; and  he  allures  us,  that  by  his- 
method,  the  mouth  is  feldom  made  fore,  the 
Mercury  operating  principally  on  the  kidnics- 
and  Ikin. 

Thofe  who  are  but  little  acquainted  with 
medical  records  and  reports,  would  probably 
conclude,  from  - llich  a chain  of  relpedable 
evidence,  that  nothing  more  could  be  wanting, 
to  ellablilli  the  credit  of  Corrofive  Subli- 
mate,  as  an  antivenefeal  remedy  of  fuperior 
efficacy.  Neverthelefs,  this  is  fo  far  from 

agreeing 
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agreeing  witK  the  a6tual  ftate  of  things,  that 
I ahi  fully  pfetfliaded,  there  is  no  man  in  this 
country  who  has  any  large  fliare  of  reputa- 
tion to  lofe,  who  would  venture  to  flake  hi^ 
character  upon  the  certain  efficacy  of  thia 
mercurial  preparation  alone,  where  it  would 
have  to  contend  with  the  fecondary  fymptoms 
of  the  Lues  Venefea; 

V’’arious  ’trials  of  the  medicinal  virtues  of 
the  Muriated  Mercury,  have  been  made  ini 
this  country,  within  the  laft  fixty  or  feventy 
years,  the  refults  of  which  do  not  accord  with 
the  foregoing  narrative. 

‘ Mr.  Bromfeild  employed  it  in  the  early 
part  of  his  pra<5tice,'  and  found  that  it  couldi 
not  be  depended  on.”  His  opinion  was 
confirmed,  by  the  ample  experience  of  a 
gentleman  who  had  long  been  diflinguiflied 
as  one  of  the  mofl  eminent  of  his  profeffion, 
in  the  treatment  of  the  venereal  difeafe.”* 
—-Mr.  Bfomfeild  then  proceeds,  The  au- 
thorities  of  late  were  Lo  great  concerning 
its  fuccefs  in  the  Lues  Venerea,  that  we 


* I have  feme  reafons  for  believing  that  this  gen'tle- 
6?an  was  the  late  Mr.  Sainthill. 
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were  determined  to  give  it  another  trial  in 
the  Lock  Hofpital.”' — I lliall  not  tranfcribe 
the  whole  narrative  of  his  proceedings,  as 
it  will  be  fufficient  to  fay,  that  it  did  not 
fucceed  in  thofe  cafes  where  the  fyftem  was 
contaminated. 

Comparative  trials  were  alfo  made  of  the 
efficacy  of  the  Salt,  and  of  Crude  Mer- 
cury  divided  with  Confcrve  of  Rofes : — the 
effedts  of  this  medicine  were  the  fame,  in 
removing  the  fymptoms,  as  the  Corrofive 
Sublimate.  To  others,  a grain  of  Calomel 
was  given  every  night : the  complaints  as 
fuddenly  difappeared,  as  where  the  two 
other  medicines  had  been  given.  The 
Mercurius  Calcinatus  was  taken,  a grain 
or  two  every  night,  and  the  patients  were 
as  icon  relieved,  as  by  either  of  the  former 
medicines. — From  the  above  account  it 
is  plain,  that  the  ipecific  quality  of  the 
« Corrolive  Sublimate  is  only  as  a mercurial, 
and  that  it  cannot  be  depended  on  in  vene- 
real  complaints,  where  the  blood  is  conta- 
minated ; yet  if  novelty  will  recommend 
it  to  the  favour  of  any,  it  is  certainly  as 
fafei  and  equally  efficacious  with  Mercury 

in 


OF  MERCURY. 


ioi 

**  in  any  other  fhape,  given  in  very  fmall 
quantities.”’^ 

The  late  Mr.  Gataker’s  obfervatiohs  coincide; 
in  general,  with  Mr.  Bromfeild’s.  “ It  may 
be  uhnecefiary,”  fays  he,  « to  obfefve  that 
the  Solution  of  Sublimate  was  given  for- 
merly  for  the  cure  of  venereal  complaints,' 
and  that  the  ufe  of  it  was  almoft  intirely 
' laid  afide,  ’till  Van  Swieten  communicated 
an  account  of  his  fuccefs  by  giving  it  dif- 

folved  in  fpirits.” In  confequence  of 

this  account,  ftrerigthened  by  the  recom- 
mendation  of  very  eminent  phyficians  of 
this  country,  the  folution  of  CoiTofive 
Sublimate  foon  began  to  be  in  common  ufe 
for  venereal  complaints ; and  the  effects 
of  it  at  firft  appeared  fo  favourable,  as  to 
induce  fome  to  believe  that  it  would  fuper- 
fede  the  neceffity  of  a falivation  on  all 
“ occafions. — The  refult  of  further  and  more 
general  experience  has  however  deftroyed 
this  hope.  In  obftinate  cafes,'  it  will  fome- 
times  fail  even  to  procure  a temporary 
relief  of  the  fymptoms,  and  it  is  a general 
obfervation,  arid  too  well  founded,  that  in 

* P.  8 1. 
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niany  cafes,  where  it  feems  to  have  anfwered 
**  remarkably  well,  there  is  not  a fufficient 
reliance  on  the  permanency  of  the  cure, 
the  fymptoms  being  very  apt  to  return.”* 
M.  Louis,  whofe  chirurgical  erudition,  and 
great  eminence  in  his  profellion,  render  his 
teftimony  upon  this  fubje<5t  highly  refpe6lable, 
exprefles  himfelf  thus:- — Je  I’ai  adminiftr6 
avec  foin,  je  Fai  vu  donner  par  d’habiles  gens, 

V 

& il  n’a  jamais  gueri  que  les  perfonnes  qui 
auroient  re^u  un  plus  prompt  foulagement  de 
toute  autre  preparation  mercurielle.— Paral- 
lele  des  Traitemens,  &c.  P.  172. 

It  'may  probably  adminifter  occalion  of 
fiu'prife  to  thofe  who  are  but  little  verfed  in 
inquiries  of  this  kind,  that  fuch  oppofition  of 
teftimony  Ihould  prevail,  on  a fubje6t  where, 
it  muft  be  prefumed,  the  opportunities  of  re- 
ducing opinion  to  certainty,  are  perpetually 

I 

prefenting  themfelves. 

In  comparing  the  evidence  given  by  the  re- 
fpe6tive  writers,  fome  allowance  ought  no  doubt 
to  be  made  for  diverfity  of  climate;  various 
modes  of  living  ; peculiarity  of  temperament; 
and  other  local  and  circumftantial  ditferencesi 


* Gataker’s  Eflays. 
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which  may  poflibly,  in  ibme  meafure,  modify 
the  operation  of  the  remedy.  But,  when  every 
fair  dedu6tion  and  qualification  has  been 
admitted,  fo  much  direft  contradi6tion  w'ill 
neverthelefs  remain,  that  any  attempt  to 
reconcile  the  jarring  reports  w e have  recited, 
would  be  abfurd  and  impradicable. 

It  were  defirable  to  arrive  at  fomething 
definitive,  upon  a queftion  of  fuch  importance 
as  that  pnder  difcuffion ; yet  it  would  favour 
too  much  of  arrogance,  for  any  individual  to 
prefume  that  his  opinion  could  be  fufficient  to 
make  the  balance  preponderate.  I fhall  therefore 
avoid  the  endlefs  and  unfatisfa6tory  mode  of 
collecting  fuftrages,  or  of  balancing  teftimo- 
nies,  and  adopt  a more  eafy  and  fimple 
ftandard  of  truth  ; by  referring  to  the  general 
practice  of  men  of  acknowledged  ability  in 
the  profefiion,  and  fuch  as  have  had  the  molt 
extenfive  opportunities  of  appreciating  the 
virtues  of  this  medicine. 

. In  adopting  this  method,  I feef  myfelf  well 
warranted  in  aflerting,  that  furgeons  do  not 
commonly  rely  upon  the  Muriated  Mercury 
for  the  cure  of  the  venereal  difeafe  in  their 
private  practice  ; and  that,  in  no  hofpital  ap- 
pi  opi  iated  to  the  reception  of  venereal  patients, 

in 
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in  this  kingdom,  is  that  medicine  admi, 
niftered  as  the  eftabliflied  treatment  of  the 
houfe : I believe  the  fame  obfervation  is  true^ 
when  applied  to  hofpitals  on  the  continent. 
When  it  is  therefore  conlidered,  that  a prepa- 
ration of  Mercury  fo  eafily  procured ; a medi- 
cine fo  much  more  defirable  for  common  ufe 
than  the  mode  of  treatment  by  inunction ; and, 
what  forms  a proper  objed:  of  attention  in  all 
hofpitals,  a remedy  of  little  expence,  com- 
pared with  the  external  application  of  Mer- 
cury ; when,  1 fay,  notwilhftanding  thefe  ad- 
vantages, it  is  little  ufed,  and  fcarcely  ever 
relied  on,  in  cales  where  the  conftitution  is 
afFe(51ed,  may  we  not  infer  from  thefe  fa6ls, 
that  it  is  declared,  by  a kind  of  general 
confent,  to  be  a precarious  and  undefirabie 
remedy  ? 

1 do  not  here  intend  to  infinuate,  that  the^ 

> 

Corrofive  Sublimate  is  never  employed ; nor 
to  deny  that  it  poffelTes  any  antivenereal 
powers:  1 only  mean  to  contend,  that  it  is, 
not,  and  it  ought  not  to  be,  confided  in,  where 
fecondary  fymptoms  of  Lues  have  appeared  ; 
and  general  practice  appears  to  fan6tion  this 
decifion.  If  it  be  inquired,  how  we  are  to 

difpofe  of  the  evidence  given  to  the  fuperior 

virtues 
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yirtues  of  this  medicine,  by  men  of  emi- 
nence and  undoubted  probity  j I would  afk, 
what  are  we  to  do  with  the  numerous  teftimo- 
nies  adduced  in  favour  of  the  Ormfkirk  and 
Tonquin  remedies,  and  of  the  various  other 
fpecifics,  recommended  againft  the  bite  of 
rabid  animals  ? Are  we  to  receive  with  im- 
plicit faith,  the  multiplied  evidences  recorded 
by  great  authorities,  of  the  virtues  of  Cicuta, 
Belladona,  Arfcnic,  Vervain,  &c.  in  the  cure 

of  Cancer  and  Scrofula? If  refpcftable 

names,  or  numerous  fufFrages,'  are  to  be  ad- 
mitted as  unexceptionable  proofs  in  every 
qudlion  of  this  kind,  we  muft  exprefs  regret, 
inftead  of  approbation,  of  the  labours  of  thofe 
learned  moderns,  who  have  expunged,  or 
treated  as  obfolete,  a far  greater  number  of 
articles  of  the  ancient  materia  medica  than 
they  have  retained.  The  attention  of  the 
public  is  indeed  'required,  almoft  every  year, 
to  fome  new  medicine  of  never-failing  effi- 
cacy ; and  another  year’s  experience  com- 
monly evinces,  that  the  only  foundation  of  its 
claim  to  infallibility  is,  the  property  of  infal- 
libly difappointing  'the  expeftations  of  thofe 
who  place  confidence  in  its  efficacy. 


An 
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An  aqueous  folution  of  the  Muriated  Mer-, 
cury,  mixed  with  the  Syrup  of  Violets,  wag 
formerly  given  by  Profellbr  Boerhaave,  in 
dofes  containing  f of  a grain  of  the  fait,  in 
many  obftinate  complaints ; but  there  does  not 
remain  any  proof  of  his  having  given  it  in 
venereal  cafeg. 

Since  the  tipie  of  Van  Swieten,  Corrotive 
Sublimate,  blended  with  mucilaginous  and 
faccharine  matters,  has  been  very  frequently 
employed  as  an  antivenereal  remedy,  and 
with  fame  appearance  of  fuccefs;  and,  as  the 
mercurial  fait,  when  combined  in  very  fmalJ, 
quantities  with  thefe  fubftances,  does  not 
manifeft  itfelf  to  the  tafte,  nor  can  be  eatily 
detected  by  the  ufual  chymical  tefts  ; hence 
the  Sieur  L’Atfedteur,  and  other  empirical 
adventurers,  haye  had  the  audacity  to  boaft, 
of  their  polTeiring  a rob,  or  fyrup,  which,  ab- 
folutely  containing  no  Mercury,  is  neverthe- 
Icfs  a fpecific  againft  the  venereal  difeafe.* 

I have  been  an  attentive  obferver,  during 
many  years,  of  the  efFe<5ts  of  combinations  of 
mercurial  Salts  with  Syrups,  fuch  as  may  be 
found  defcribed  in  the.works  of  Gardane,  De 

* Med.  Conunent.  Vol.  VII.  P.  461  and  feq. 
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Horne,  and  others ; and  which  are  vended  by 
empirics  on  the'continent  and  in  this  kingdom, 
under  different  titles  * It  will  be  no  important 
concellion  to  allow,  that  the  Gonorrhoea  may 
fometimes  difappear  during 'the  ufe  of  thefe 
medicated  fyrups  ; becaufe  this  form  of  the 
difeafe  is  often  fufceptible  of  a natural  cure  ; 
and  it  may  be  alfo  granted,  that  venereal 
uleers  of  the  tonfils,  and  blotches  on  the  fkin, 

* Quelles  que  folent  les  proteflations  des  charlatans, 
quelque  deguifement  qu’ils  apportent  a leurs  remedes, 
dont  ils  varient  la  forme  & le  gout  au  gre  de  leurs 
interets,  & de  Topinion  publique,  on  fait  que  le  fublime 
en  eft  prefque  toujours  la  bafe.  C’eft  avec  ce  fpecifique, 
ft  dangereux  entre  leurs  mains,  qu’ils  ne  craignent  point 
de  prefenter  leurs  eaux  miraculeufes,  leurs  firops  deguifes, 
& leurs  remedes  vegetaux,  qu’ils  alTurent  ne  point  con- 
tenir  de  Mercure,  & qu’ils  annoncent  comme  une 
decouverte  qui  leur  eft  propre,  & pour  laquelle  ils 
demandent  les  recompenfes  du  gouvernement,  avec 
d’autant  plus  d’aifurance,  qu’ils  ont  I’art  de  tromper 
les  plus  clairvoyans,  & de  meler  avec  adrefle  a leurs 
decodions,  ou  a la  boiftbn  ordinaire  des  malades,  le 
lemede  qui  pent  guerir : efpece  d’efcamotage  fort  en 
vogue  depuis  quelques  terns.  C’eft  en  vain  qu’on 
devoile  ces  gens  a fecret,  ou  qu’on  les  expulfe,  en  met- 
tant  le  public  en  etat  de  les  apprecier  : ils  fe  reproduifent 
prefqu’aufti-tot ; c’eft  une  generation  eternelle,  que 
I’aviditc  fait  renaitre,  pour  ainft  dire,  de  ces  cendres. 

Obf.  &c.  prr  De  Horne.  Tom.  I.  P.  n8. 
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are  now  and  then  removed  by  them  ; yet,  in 
all  the  initances  that  have  hitherto  fallen 
under  my  notice,  thefe  fecondary  fymptoms 

have  invariably  returned. ^On  the  other 

hand,  I have  known  a three  months  regular 
continuance  of  the  Syrup  fail  of  curing  re- 
cent chancres ; in  many  other  inftances,  I 
have  feen  the  difeafe  proceed  in  its  ufual 
courfe,  as  if  no  medicine  whatever  had  been 
employed ; and,  in  fome  important  cafes, 
where  fecondary  fymptoms  of  Lues  Venerea 
were  prefent,  the  moft  patient,  expenfive, 
and  perfevering  adherence,  has  not  been  at- 
tended with  any  real  advantage* 

It  would  be  foreign  to  the  defign  of  this 
work,  to  enter  largely  upon  an  enumeration  of 
the  medical  virtues  of  the  Corrofive  Subli- 
mate, and  of  the  various  circumftances  under 
which  it  may  be  adminiftered  with  utility  ; I 
fliall  therefore  only  otFer  a few  obfervations  on 
its  powers  as  an  antivenereal  remedy. 

I am  ready  to  acknowledge  the  appropriate 
merits  of  this  preparation,  when  they  agree 
with  evident  fa6ls  and  obfervation ; for  I am 
not  of  the  mind  of  thofe  perfons  with  whom 
a medicine  is  good  for  every  thing,  or  good 
for  nothing.  Any  article  in  the  materia 

luedir.a 
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medica  may  be  bonum  quoad  hoc,  or  malum 
quoad  hoc,  its  efficacy  being  circumfcribcd 
within  the  lines  marked  out  by  aftiial  expe- 
rience. 

When  I was  firft  entrufted,  early  in  my 
life,  with  the  care  of  the  Lock  Hofpital,  I en- 
gaged in  a courfe  of  experiments,  to  afcertain 
the  power  of  Corrofive  Sublimate  in  venereal 
complaints ; and,  as  I have  given  that  prepa- 
ration in  a great  variety  of  different  cafes, 
both  in  public  and  private  practice,  during  the 
laft  twenty  years,  it  may  perhaps  be  allow- 
able for  me  to  exprefs  myfelf  with  fome 
decifion  upon  this  fubjcdt, 

AA/^hen  the  Sublimate  is  given  to  cure  the 
primary  fymptoms  of  Syphilis,  it  will  fome- 
times  fucceed ; more  efpecially  when  it  pro- 
duces a confiderable  degree  of  forenefs  of  the 
gums,  and  the  common  fpecific  effects  of 
Mercury  in  the  animal  fyhem.  But  it  will 
often  fail  of  removing  even  a recent  chancre ; 
and,  where  that  fymptom  has  vaniffied  during 
the  adminiftration  of  Corrolive  Sublimate, 

I have  known  a three  months  courfe  of 
that  medicine  fail  of  fecuring  the  patient 
from  a conllitutional  affedion.  The  refult 
of  my  oblcfvations  is,  that  fimple  Mercury, 

' 1 2 Calomel, 
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Calomel,  or  calcined  Mercury,  are  prepara- 
tions more  to  be  confided  in,  for  the  cure  of 
primary  fymptoms,  than  Corrofive  Sublimate. 
The  latter  will  often  check  the  progrefs  of 
fecondary  fymptoms  very  conveniently  ; and 
I think  it  is  peculiarly  efficacious  in  relieving 
venereal  pains ; in  healing  ulcers  of  the 
throat,  and  in  promoting  the  defquamation  of 
eruptions.  Yet,  even  in  thefe  cafes,  it 
never  confers  permanent  benefijt ; for  new 
fymptoms  will  appear  during  the  ufe  of  it ; 
and,  on  many  occalions,  it  wdll  fail  of  affording 
the  leaff:  advantage  to  the  patient,  from  firtl 
to  laft. 

I do  fometimes  indeed  employ  this  prepa- 
ration in  venereal  cafes;  but  it  is  either  at  the 
beginning  of  a mercurial  courfe,  to  bring  the 
conftitution  under  the  influence  of  Mercury 
at  an  early  period,  or  during  a courfe  of  in- 
iinftion,  with  the  intention  of  increafing  the 
action  of  fimple  Mercury.  1 fometimes  pre- 
feribe  it  alfo  after  the  conclulion  of  a courfe  of 
fridions,  to  fupport  the  mercurial  influence 
in  the  habit,  in  order  to  guard  againft  the 
danger  of  a relapfe.  But,  on  no  occafion 
whatever  do  1 think  it  fafe  to  confide  in  this 

preparation 
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preparation  fingly  and  uncombined,  for  the 
cure  of  any  truly  venereal  fymptom. 

I made  a feries  of  experiments  many  years 
ago,  to  afcertain  the  comparative  merits  of 
Mercury  merely  divided  by.  triturating  it  with 
mucilaginous  fubftances  ; of  calcined  Mercury; 
of  Calomel ; of  the  precipitate  of  Calomel, 
produced  by  mixing  it  with  Volatile  Alkali ; 
of  the  pulvis  cinereus  of  Black ; of  Nitrated 
Mercury,  &g. 

The  Calcined  Mercury,  the  precipitates  of 
Calomel  as  they  have  been  called,  and  the 
nitrate  of  Mercury,  when  given  internally, 
were  neither  milder  in  their  operation,  nor 
fuperior  in  efficacy,  to  Cajomel,  or  to  Ample 
Mercury,  Indeed,  I prefer  thefe  two  pre- 
parations to  any  of  the  former,  as  being 
lefs  liable  to  difappoint  my  expectations,  by 
exerting  their  primary  adtion  on  the  Itomach 
and  bowels,  to  the  detriment  of  their  more 
important  elFedts  as  antivenereal  remedies. 

When  any  of  the  foregoing  mercurial  prCr 
parations  were  mixed  with  hog’s-lard,  and 
rubbed  into  the  legs  and  thighs,  they  neither 
removed  the  local  fymptoms,  nor  affedted 
the  general  fyftem  in  fo  Ihort  a fpace  of 
time  as  the  Unguentum  Hydrargyri,  In 

I 3 other 
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other  refpedls,  I did  not  remark  any  ini- 
portant  ditference  in  their  agency  as  mercu- 
rial preparations. 

The  feveral  operofe  and  e^cpcnfive  prepara- 
tions of  Mercury  which  have  had  a currency 
at  different  periods,  as  pofTefling  extraordinary 
medicinal  properties,  are  generally  falling 
into  difufe ; for  it  is  now  commonly  under- 
ftood  by  men  of  fcience  in  our  profeffion,  that 
what  we  give,  is  of  iefs  importance  than  how 
we  give  it. 
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CHAP.  XI. 


'Of  MERCURIAL  FUMIGATION, 

JL  HE  practice  of  expofing  the  body  to 
Mercury  in  the  ftate  of  Vapour,  is  nearly  of 
the  fame  date  with  the  difcovery  of  the  anti- 
venereal  qualities  of  that  mineral.  It  was 
ufual,  at  that  early  period,  to  mix  Cinnabar 
with  various  gums  and  aromatic  fubftances,  to 
which  they  often  added  Arfenic,  combined 
in  different  proportions  with  Sulphur;  thus, 
injuring  the  health,  and  endangering  the  life 
of  the  perfon  they  undertook  to  cure.'*' 

Sunt  igitur  Styracem  in  primis  qui,  cinnabarimque 
Et  Minium,  & Stymnii  agglomerant,  & Thura  minuta, 
Quorum  fuffitu  pertingunt  corpus  acerbo, 

Abfumuntque  Lucm  miferam,  & contagia  dira ; 

At  vero  & partim  durum  eft  medicamen  & acre, 

Partira  etiam  fallax,  quo  faucibus  angit  in  ipfis 
Spiritus,  elu^tanfque  animam  vix  pontinet  mgram. 
Quocirca  totum  ad  corpus  nemo  audeat  uti, 

Judice  me:  certis  fortafle  erit  utile  membris, 

Quae  Papulae  informes,  Cliironiaque  ulcera  pafcunt.f 

* Aphrodifiacils. 

Parallele  des  Traitemens.  Chap.  V. 

t Syphilis  Hieron.  Fracaftorii.  Lib.  II.*  P.  38.  4to. 
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OF  mercurial  fumigation. 

The  mifchievoLis  confequenccs  which  often 
refulled  from  the  injudicious  ufe  of  Mer- 
curial Fumigations,  gradually  lellened  the 
reputation  of  this  mode  of  treatment,  and,  in 
couiTe  of  time,  nearly  aboliflied  it.  A new 
mode  of  fumigating  was  then  introduced,  in 
which  the  body  was  expofed  to  the  vapour  of 
Spirit  of  Wine ; this  was  defigned  principally 
to  promote  fweating ; and  the  diaphorefis 
was  fupported  during  fome  hours,  by  the 
aid  of  warm  coverings,  and  the  exhibition  of 
large  quantities  of  Decodions  of  the  Woods. 
But,  while  the  fumigation  of  the  whole  body 
was  performed  by  Spirit  of  Wine  alone. 
Mercury,  in  a Hate  of  vapour,  w'as  applied 
topically,  in  cafes  of  ozaena,  ulcers  of  the 
throat,  ulcers  of  the  ears,  venereal  excre- 
fcenccs,  &c.  and  with  evident  adyantage. 

In  the  year  1736,  an  empiric,  of  the  name 
of  Charbonnier,  appeared  at  Paris,  profeliing 
to  ufe  mercurial  fumigations  after  a new 
mode,  equally  fafe  and  fuccefsful.  He  was 
permitted  to  feledf  fome  patients  in  different 
hofpitals,  for  the  fubjedl  of  his  experiments ; 
and  the  progrefs  and  effects  were  fuperin- 
tended  by  the  phyficians  and  furgeons  of  the 
relpedlive  inftitutions.  Many  perfons  really 
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afFeded  with  Lues  Venerea  were  undoubtedly 
cured  by  this  man ; yet  it  muft  alfo  be  ad- 
mitted, that  he  failed  in  feveral  inftances ; and 
what  is  ftill  more  important,  a greater  pro- 
portion  of  people  died  under  this  mode  of 
treatment,  than  when  Mercury  was  admi- 
niftered  in  the  ufual  manner. 

The  pradtice  of  general  fumigation  with 
Mercury,  being  on  thefe  accounts  difcoun- 
tenanced  by  Aftruc,  and  by  many  of  the 
principal  pradlitioners  in  Europe,  was  nearly 
abandoned  a fecond  time,  when  M.  Lalonette 
publillied,  in  1776^,  what  he  called,  a new 
method  of  treating  the  venereal  difeafe  by 
fumigation.  The  preparations  which  this 
author  recommends  to  be  employed  as  fumi- 
gating powders,  are  analogous  to  Calomel, 
and  Hydrargyrus  cum  Creta  ; and,  inafmuch 
as  no  fulphureous  vapours  arife  during  the 
procefs  of  cornbuflion,  thefe  fubftances  may 
be  preferred  to  Cinnabar,  or  iEthiop’s  Mineral; 
but,  on  the  fcore  of  real  efficacy  as  mercurial 
preparations,  it  is  not  eafy  to  explain  how  far 
they  merit  a preference.*  The  fumigating 

machine 

* M.  Lalonette  is  not  the  firR  perfon  who  was  fenfible 
of  the  difagreeable  effetls  of  fulphureous  vapours,  and 

who 
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inachine  is  indeed  a very  convenient  one,  but 
it  is  no  novel  invention,  as  the  author  pre- 
tends ; for  the  plate  given  by  M.  Lalonette, 
differs  in  no  material  circumftance  from  that 
publidied  by  Michoias  de  Blegny,  in  the  year 
1683. 

In  the  years  1 786  and  i 787,  having  procured 
a fumigating  machine,  conftrudted  according 
to  the  diredions  given  by  M.  Lalonette,  I 
made  a confiderable  number  of  experiments, 
to  decide  on  the  comparative  advantages  of 
this  method,  and  the  common  pradfice  of  in- 
undtion.  I found  that  the  gums  became 
turgid  and  tender,  very  quickly  ; and  that  the 
local  appearances  were  fooner  removed  than 
by  the  other  modes  of  introducing  mercury 
into  the  fyftem.  But,  to  counterbalance  thefe 
advantages,  I obferved,  that  it  induced  a 
confiderable  debility  in  a fliort  fpace  of  time  ; 
that  a ptyalifm  was  often  excited  rapidly,  and 
at  an  early  period  ; and  that,  confequently,  I 
was  often  obftrudted  in  purfuing  fteadily  a 

who  propofed  methods  of  obtaining  the  beneficial  effefls 
of  Mercury,  by  combining  it  with  other  ingredients.— 
Thierry  de  Hery  gave  formulae  for  this  purpofe,  more 
than  two  hundred  years  ago.  Methode  Curatoire.  P.  170. 

courfe 
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courfe,of  treatment,  which  operated  fo  power- 
fully on  the  animal  frame.* 

The  conclufions  I deduced  from  my  expe- 
riments were  the  following -That  ^ where 
checking  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe  fuddenly 
is  an  obje6l  of  great  moment,  where  the 
body  is  covered  with  venereal  ulcers,  or 
where  the  eruptions  are  large  and  numerous, 
fo  that  there  fcarccly  remains  a furface 
large  enough  to  abforb  the  ointment,  the 
application  of  the  vapour  of  Mercury,  wijl 
be  always  attended  with  evident  advantage. 
But,  in  addition  to  thefe  remarks,  I think 
it  right  to  fubjoin,  that  it  is  extremely 
difficult  to  introduce  a fufficient  quantity 
of  Mercury  into  the  animal  frame,  in  this 
way,  fo  as  to  fecure  the  patient  againft  the 
hazard  of  a relapfe ; I therefore  confider  it 
as  a mode  of  treatment  by  no  means  eligible 
in  general  practice. 

The  vapour  of  Mercury,  when  applied  to 
venereal  ulcers,  to  fungi,  and  excrefcences, 

* Thierry  de  Hery,  who  publifhed  a Method  of  treat- 
ing the  Venereal  Difeafe,  about  fifty  years  after  its 
appearance  in  Europe,  condemns  general  fumigations; 
but  recommends  topical  ones,  as  fubfidiary  to  the  intro- 
duflion  of  Mercury  in  another  way. 
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is  a medicament  of  fingular  efficacy,  and  merits 
the  confidence  of  the  furgeon  ; but  little  or  no 
account  ought  to  be  made  of  the  Mercury 
which  is  thus  received  into  the  circulation  ; 
for  we  fliould  never,  in  thofe  cafes,  introduce 
a fmaller  quantity  of  the  fpecific  by  inunction, 
for  the  purpofe  of  fecuring  the  conftitution, 
than  if  no  fumigation  had  been  employed. 
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CHAP.  XII. 


OBSERVATIONS 

ON  SOME 

EFFECTS  OF  MERCURY. 

In  concluding  this  part  of  my  fubje6t,  I will 
fubjoin  a few  pra6tical  obfervations,  which 
may  probably  afford  fome  uleful  information 
to  the  younger  part  of  my  brethren  in  the 
profeflion. 

Many  pcrfons  have  taught,  that  during  a 
coiirfe  of  mercurial  inunction,  it  is  unneceffary 
to  continue  the  friction  until  the  ointment  be 
abforbcd;  and  that  the  fame  medicinal  effects 
will  be  obtained,  by  merely  fpreading  it 
over  the  furface  of  the  Ikin,  as  by  the 
more  laborious  procefs  of  rubbing  it  in  as 
completely  as  poffible.  Nothing  can  be  more 
at  variance  with  truth  than  this  inftrue- 
tion ; neverthelefs,  a dodtrine  fo  peculiarly 
grateful  to  the  feelings 'of  indolent  and  irrefo- 
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lute  patients,  has  not  failed  to  acquire  con- 
fidcrable  currency.  I do,  however,  moft 
llrenuoufly  proteft  againft  this  flovenly  and 
infufficient  mode  of  applying  the  ointment; 
a mode  which  muft  finally  end  in  the  injury 
of  the  patient,  and  the  dilgrace  of  the  furgeon. 
But  I do  not  think  it  fufficient  fimply  to  oppofe 
fo  dclufive  and  dangerous  an  opinion,  without 
urging  it  as  a matter  of  no  inconfiderable 
importance,  that  the  patient  himfelf  ought 
always  to  perform  the  fridtion. 

There  may  be  circumftances  indeed,  under 
which  an  imperious' necefiity  may  conftrain 
the  violation  of  this  precept ; but,  whenever 
it  is  infringed,  it  is  always  at  the  peril  of  the 
patient’s  fafety,  unlefs  the  afiiftant  condudt  it 
with  an  accuracy  and  dexterity  which  isfeldom 
pofieHed  by  thole  who  undertake  this  difgufting 
office.  Many  inftances  have  fallen  under 
my  notice,  where  the  ill  fuccefs  of  the  furgeon 
could  be  manifelHy  traced  to  this  fource ; and 
where  a compliance  with  the  advice  I have 
now  fuggefted,  has  been  immediately  attended 
with  the  defired  efiedt. 

Another  erroneous  notion,  which  I would 
controvert,  is  the  opinion  maintained  by  many 
refpedtable  perfons,  that  free  expofure  to  the 

air. 


SOME  EFFECTS  OF  MERCURY.  121 

air,  during  a mercurial  couiTe,  Will  neither  im- 
pede the  progrefs  of  the  cure,  nor  diminifli  the 
efficacy  of  the  fpecific. 

It  mull  indeed  be  allowed,  in  the  firft 
place,  that  of  thofe  patients  who  fuffer  only 
from  the  primary  fymptoms  of  Lues  Ve- 
nerea, a very  fmall  proportion  rellri<5t  them- 
felves  from  going  abroad  as  ufual  ; yet,  not- 
withllanding  the  liberty  they  allume  in  this 
particular,  they  commonly  obtain  a radical 
cure  of  their  complaints,  in  a moderate  fpace 
of  time. 

x'hefe  acknowledged  ffi6ls  do  not  however 
confiitute  any  valid  objedlion  againll  what 
I now  contend  for  ; namely,  that  unrellrained 
expofure  to  a dry  cool  air,  has  a powerful 
agency,  in  diminifliing  the  fpecific  and  medi- 
cinal  virtues  of  Mercury. 

When  the  venereal  virus  has  produced 
what  are  commonly  called  fecondary  fymp- 
toms, the  attempting  to  cure  a patient  without 
confining  him  to  the  houfe,  will  feldom 
fucceed.  In  thefe  cafes,  the  failure  cannot 
always  be  afcribed  to  certain  irregularities  to 
which  perfons  who  walk  abroad  freely  are 
liable ; for,  where  the  clofelt  adherence  to 
rules  are  in  other  rcfpe6ls  obfervcd,  the  ef- 
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fe6ts  of  Mercury  on  the  conftitutioii  are  com- 
monly feeble,  and  on  the  difeafe,  irregular, 
unequal,  and  imperfect.  Even  in  thofe  perfons 
whofe  fymptoms  are  inconliderable  and  recent 
a larger  quantity  of  Mercury  mufl  be  intro- 
duced, and  it  muft  be  continued  for  a longer 
time,  than  where  exclufion  from  the  open  air 
can  be  complied  with. 

I am  aware,  that  particular  inftances  may 
be  adduced  by  every  pradtitioner  in  furgery, 
of  perfons  powerfully  afFedted  by  fmall  dofes 
of  Mercury,  who  have  taken  their  ufual 
exercife  abroad ; but  thefe  exceptions  can  only 
point  out,  what  no  man  needs  to  be  told, 
that  a wonderful  diverlity  in  the  opera- 
tion of  Mercury  may  be  noted,  in  differ- 
ent conftitutions,  and  under  every  variety  of 
regimen. 

Mr.  Hunter  feems  to  have  thought,  that 
neither  cold,  nor  warmth,  had  any  material 
etfedt  on  the  adtion  of  Mercury  in  the  fyftem  ; 
but  he  fuppofed,  that  thefe  natural  agents 
might  have  fome  effedl  on  the  venereal  dif- 
oafe,  in  rendei'ing  it  more  or  lefs  fufeeptibie 
of  the  medicinal  agency  of  the  fpecific.* 

* Treatife  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe.  P,  339. 
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If  it  be  well  authenticated,  that  Lues 
Venerea  does  not  yield  fo  kindly  to  the 
powers  of  Mercury,  when  the  difeafed  perfon 
is  expofed  to  the  cold  ;iir,  as  when  lie  is  con- 
fined to  a warm  apartment,  we  become  pof- 
felTed  of  a rule  of  practice  which  ought 
always  to  have  full  influence,  in  treating  that 
malady.  The  reafons  that  pathologifts  may 
alfign  for  this  fa6t,  will  probably  be  various 
and  difcordant ; but,  mifconceptions,  or  differ- 
ence of  opinion,  ought  not  to  give  rife  to  any 
perplexity  in  the  conduct  which  prudence 
fo  clearly  diftates  upon  this  occafion  : for, 
whether  the  a6tion  of  the  venereal  poifon,  or 
of  the  remedy  employed  to  cure  it^  fuffer  an 
alteration,  from  expofure  of  the  patient  to  the 
atmofphere,  yet,  in  order  to  infure  fuccefs, 
the  obftru6ting  caufe  miift  undoubtedly  be 
taken  away. 

If  the  fubje<5l  I am  now  difcuffing  ter- 
minated in  a queftion  of  mere  fpeculation, 
the  inveftigation  of  which  had  no  farther  aim 
than  to  the  folution  of  a problem  in  pathology, 
the  reader’s  altentioti  would  be  fcarcely  re- 
compenfed  by  a more  enlarged  inquiry ; but, 
fince  I conceive  that  the  welfare  of  thofe  who 
are  obliged  to  ufe  Mercury  in  large  quan-^, 
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tities,  and  to  continue  during  a long  courfe 
of  time  under  its  influence,  is  intimately 
involved  in  it,  perhaps  it  may  not  be  un- 
acceptable, if  I give  fomewhat  of  a detailed 
account,  of  the  circumftances  which  led  me 
to  the  conclufion  infilled  on  in  fomc  of  the 
preceding  pages. 

In  the  courfe  of  two  or  three  years  after 
my  appointment  to  the  care  of  the  Lock 
Hofpital,  I obferved,  that  in  almoft  every 
year,  one  and  fometimes  two  inftances  of 
fudden  death  occurred  among  the  patients 
admitted  into  that  inllitution ; that  thefe  acci- 
dents could  not  be  traced  to  any  evident  caufe  ; 
and  that  the  fubjedts  were  commonly  men 
who  had  nearly,  and  fometimes  intirely,  com- 
pleted their  mercurial  courfe.  I confulted  Mr. 
Bromfeild  and  Mr.  Williams  upon  this  in- 
terefting  fubjeft,  but  they  acknowledged  theni- 
felves  unable  to  communicate  any  fatisfa6lory 
information : they  had  carefully  examined 
the  bodies  of  many  who  had  died  thus  un- 
expedledly,  without  being  able  to  difeover 
any  morbid  appearances;  and  they  confefled 
that  they  were  equally  ignorant  of  the  caulc, 
the  mode  of  prevention,  or  the  method  of 
treating,  that  Hate  of  the  fyftem  which  imme- 
diately  preceded  the  fatal  termination. 
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As  the  obje6t  of  my  inquiry  was  of 
confiderable  importance,  I gave  a conftant 
and  minute  attention  to  the  operation  of 
Mercury  on  the  conftitution  in  general,  as 
well  as  to  its  effects  on  'the  difeafe  for  wliich 
it  was  adminiftered ; and,  after  fome  time 
was  elapfed,  I afcertained,  that  thefe  linifter 
events  were  to  be  afcribed  to  Mercury  a6fing 
as  a poifon  on  the  fyftem,  quite  unconnedted 
with  its  agency  as  a remedy ; and  that  its 
deleterious  qualities,  were  neither  in  propor- 
tion to  the  inflammation  of  the  mouth,  nor  to 
the  a(5tual  quantity  of  that  mineral  abforbed 
into  the  body.  The  morbid  condition  of  the 
fyftem  which  fupervenes  on  thefe  occalions, 
during  a mercurial  courfe,  and  which  tends 
to  a fatal  iffue,  is  a Itate  which,  in  a former 
work,  I have  denominated  Erethifmus  ;*  and 
is  charaderized  by  great  depreffion  of  ftrength, 
a fenfe  of  anxiety  about  the  praecordia,  fre- 
quent fighing,  trembling,  partial  or  univerfal, 
a fmall  quick  pulfe,  fometi'mes  vomiting,  a pale 
contracted  countenance,  a fenfe  of  coldnefs  ; 
but  the  tongue  is  feldom  furred,  nor  are  the 
vital  or  natural  functions  much  difordered. 


* Principles  of  Surgery.  Chap.  I. 
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When  Ihefe  Tymptoms  are  prefent,  a Ridden 
and  violent  exertion  of  the  animal  power  will 
fometimes  prove  fatal ; for  inftance,  walking 
haftily  acrofs  the  ward  ; rifmg  up.  fuddenly 
in  the  bed  to  take  food  or  drink  ; or  dightly 
with  forne  of  their  fellow  patients, 
are  among  the  circumRances  which  have 
commonly  preceded  the  Ridden  death  of  thofe  • 
-affli(5ted  with  the  mercurial  Erethifmus. 

To  prevent  the  dangerous  confequences  of 
this  difeafed  Rate,  the  patient  ought  to  difeon- 
tinue  the  ufe  of  Mercury ; nor  is  this  rule  to 
be  deviated  from,  whatever  may  be  the  Rage, 
or  extent,  or  violence  of  the  venereal  fymp- 
loms.  The  impending  deRru6tion  of  the  pa- 
tient, forms  an  argument  paramount  to  all 
others  ; it  may  not  be  indeed  fuperfluous  to 
add,  that  a perfeverance  in  the  mercurial 
courfe,  under  thefe  circumRances,  will  feldom 
reRrain  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  or  be  pro- 
ductive of  any  advantage. 

The  patient  mufl  be  exprefsly  dire6ted  to 
expofe  himfelf  freely  to  a dry  and  cool  air, 
in  fuch  a manner  as  Riall  be  attended  wdth 
the  leaR  fatigue.  It  will  not  be  fufficient  to 
fit  in  a room  with  the  windows  open  ; he  mu  ft 
be  taken  into  a garden,  or  a field,  and  live 
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as  much  as  poffible  in  t^e  open  air,  until 
the  forementioned  fymptoms  be  conliderably 
abated.  The  good  etfedts  of  this  mode  of 
tieatment,  conjoined  with  a generous  courfc 
of  diet,  will  be  foon  manifefted ; and  I have 
very  often  feen  patients  fo  far  recovered  in 
the  fpace  of  from  ten  to  fourteen  days,  that 
they  could  fafely  refume  the  ufe  of  Mercury  ; 
and,  what  may  appear  remarkable,  they  can 
very  often  employ  that  fpecific  efficiently  after- 
wards, without Tuffering  any  inconvenience. 

This  fimple  and  fuccefsful  method  of  ma- 
naging perfbns  labouring  under  the  mercurial 
Erethifmus,  has  the  fanftion  of  many  years 
experience;  and,  in  confirmation  of  its  efficacy, 

I have  the  pleafure  of  faying,  that  I have 
fcarcely  loft  a fmgle  patient  from  this  caufe, 
lince  I firft  adopted  it.  / 

As  Mercury,  how’ever  c^iutioufly  introduced 
into  the  human  body,  will  fometimes  be  de- 
termined fuddenly  to  the  mouth,  producing 
fevere  inflammation,  ulceration,  and  the  other 
difagreeable  attendants  of  a copious  ptyalifm, 
the  acquiring  of  a medicine  which  poffeffes 
the  power  of  fpeedily  and  lately  removing  3. 
falivation,  has  always  been  a great  defideratum 
with  furgeons. 
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Various  remedies  have  been  recommended 
for  this  purpofe,  with  ftron^  aifurances  of 
their  efficacy  ; fuch  as.  Purgatives,  Nitre, 
Sulphur,  Gum  Arabic,  Lime  Water,  Cam- 
phire,  Peruvian  Bark,  Sulphurated  Kali,  Blif- 
tering  Platters,  &c.  yet  1 fufpedt,  the  repu- 
tation  of  thefe  leveral  articles,  retts  upon  the 
bafis  of  a fcanty  and  inadequate  experience. 
I do  not  prefume  to  urge,  that  the  medicines 
juft  now  enumerated,  are  abfolutely  deftitute 
of  all  utility  in  a falivation  ; but  the  ilownefs 
with  which  the  belt  of  them  exerts  its  good 
qualities,  and  the  manifeft  futility  of  the 
greater  part  of  them,  deftroy  all  confidence  in 
their  power  to  remove  the  ferious  inconve- 
nience complained  of 

The  fpeedy  and  decifive  advantages  refulting 
from  free  expofure  to  the  open  air,  during  the 
mercurial  Erethifmus,  induced  me  to  try 
whether  the  fame  treatment  would  not  confer 
an  equal  benefit  on  thofe  who  were  fuffering 
from  a premature  or  exceffive  falivation. — 
Common  prejudice  has  indeed,  during  a long 
time,  profcribed  expofure  to  the  cold  air,  as 
being  certainly  injurious  to  thofe  who  are 

under  the  influence  of  Mercury  ; and  the  in- 
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fiammation  of  the  gums,  cheeks  and  tongue, 
is,  even  at  this  day,  frequently  attributed  to 
uhat  is  called  a cold,  as  the  exciting  caufe 
of  it.  Thefe  apprehenfions  are,  however,  ill- 
founded  ; for,  although  freely  expofing  the 
perfon  to  cold  and  moifture,  or  to  heat  and 
moifiure,  during  a mercurial  courfe,  may  be 
generally  confidered  as  improper,  yet  the 
aggravation  of  the  inflamed  flate  of  the  mouth, 
the  fiipervention  of  rheumatic  pains,  &c. 
ought  not  to  be  attributed  to  pure  atmofphe- 
ric  air,  but  to  the  water  contained  in  a foggy 
or  damp  atmofphere.  The  good  efle<5ts  of 
this  pra6tice  juftified  my  expectations  ; for  I 
obferved,  that  the  breathing  of  a cool,  dry 
air,  was  no  lefs  beneficial  than  pleafant,  to  a 
perfon  affe6led  with  ulcerated  cheeks  and 
gums ; the  animal  fpirits  were  likewife  re- 
cruited, and  the  health  fo  much  improved,  in 
the  courfe  of  a week  or  ten  days,  that  the 
patient  was  generally  capable  of  returning  to 
the  ufe  of  his-  medicine  again. 

I have,  accordingly,  during  many  years, 
conftantly  directed  thofe  patients  who  have 
been  fuffering  from  this  caufe,  to  lay  afide  all 
coverings  of  the  face  ; to  go  out  in  a carriage 
’ K 4 with 
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with  the  windows  open,  and  when  at  a 
proper  diftance  from  town,  to  alight  and  walk 
in  the  fields  as  long  as  their  llrength  would 
permit.  Their  apartments  ought  likewife  to 
be  well  ventilated  ; no  more  fire  lliould  be 
kept  than  the  feafon  of  the  year  may  render 
abfolutely  necefiary,  and  the  perfon  fliould 
live  in  the  open  air  as  much  as  poflible.  Mot 
a fingle  inftance  has  yet  occurred  to  me 
where  the  lealt  indifpolition  was  occafioned 
by  this  mode  of  treatment ; and  the  certain 
advantages  attending  it,  are  fuch  as  can  only 
be  properly  efiimated  by  thofe  who  have  often 
employed  it. 

In  recommending  free  expofure  to  air,  I 'do 
not  intend  to  preclude  any  other  fubfidiary 
means,  which  peculiar  circumftances  may  indi- 
cate, or  render  eligible  ; fuch  as,  cathartics  at 
due  intervals ; the  Peruvian  bark  and  mineral 
acids;  w'ith  the  affid nous  application  ofaftrin- 
gent  and  other  fuitable  gargles.  The  moll 
material  objedtion  which  1 forefee  againft  the 
method  of  treatment  I have  recommended, 
is  the  hazard  to  which  the  patient  will  be 
expofed,  of  having  the  falivation  fuddenly 
checked,  and  of  fulfering  from  fome  other 
difeafe  in  confequence  of  it. 

That 
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That  the  hafty  fuppreffion  of  a Ptyalifni 
may  be  followed  by  ferious  inconveniencies, 
has  been  proved  by  Dr.  Silvefter,*  who  pub-, 
liflied  three  cafes  of  perfons  who  had  been 
under  his  own  care ; two  of  whom  were 
afflidted  with  violent  pains ; and  the  third, 
fcarcely  retained  any  food  in  her  ftomach,  for 
the  fpace  of  three  months.  I have  feen  not 
only  pains,  but  even  general  convulfions  pro- 
duced from  the  fame  caufe.  But  this  fingular 
kind  of  metajtajis  of  the  mercurial  irritation, 
does  not  appear  to  me  to  owe  its  appearance 
to  fimple  expofure  to  cold  and  dry  air ; 
becaufe  I have  known  it  occur  in  different 
forms,  where  patients  continued  to  breathe  a 
warm  atmofphere,  but  ufed  a bath  the  water 
of  which  was  not  fufficiently  heated.  Cold 
liquids  taken  in  a large  quantity  into  the 
ftomach,  or  expofure  of  the  body  to  cold 
and  moifture,  will  alfo  commonly  prove  ex- 
tremely injurious  to  thofe  who  are  fully 
under  the  influence  of  Mercury;  whereas, 
breathing  a cool  air,  while  the  body  is  pro- 
perly covered  with  apparel,  has  certainly  no 
tendency  to  produce  any  diftreffing  or  dan- 
gerous confequenccs. 

* Medical  Obf,  and  Inquiries.  Vol.  Ill, 
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If,  however,  a fuppreffion  of  a Ptyalifm 
fliould  be  OGcafioned  by  any  aft  of  indifcre- 
ticn,  the  remedy  is  eafy  and  certain  ; and 
confifts  only  in  the  quick  introduftion  of 
Mercury  into  the  body,  fo  as  to  produce  a 
forenefs  of  the  gums ; with  the  occalional  ufe 
of  a hot  bath. 


CHAP.  . 


r 


J 


139 


CHAP.  XIII. 


ON  THE  USE  OF  ACIDS 


IN 


LUES  VENEREA, 

Since  the  time  when  the  fcience  of  chy- 
miftry  began  to  be  cultivated  with  fuccefsful 
diligence,  and  an  enlarged  and  more  corredt 
knowledge  of  the  properties  of  bodies  has  been 
acquired  by  experiments  wifely  imagined,  and 
fkilfully  condudted,  frequent  attempts  have  been 
made,  though  vcith  unequal  fuccefs,  to  apply  the 
^ principles  of  that  ufeful  fcience,  to  the  pheno- 
mena of  difeafe,  and  the  operation  of  remedies. 
When  a great  number  of  hypothetical  notions 
are  fucceffively  propofed,  upon  fubjedts  at 
the  beft  imperfedtly  underftood;  when  fyftems 
are  conftrudted  upon  fcanty  and  fallacious 
obfervations,  and  are  chiefly  fupported  by 
doubtful  analogies  \ it  may  be  naturally  ex- 
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pe6ted,  that  fiich  productions  of  the  fancy 
■will  partake  of  abfurdity,  or  error  ; or  at  the 
belt,  will  prefen t nothing  to  the  mind  but  undi- 
luted obfcurity.* 

Thofe  -who^  w ith  Sylvius  f and  his  followers, 
contended  that  the  venereal  virus  was  an 
acid,  very  confiftently  denominated  Mercury 
an  alkali,  and  interptreted  the  ratio  medendi 
of  that  mineral  according  to  the  doClrines  of 

chymical  affinities  ; and,  agreeably  to  thefe 

« 

notions,  abforbents  and  alcohol  were  confi- 
dered  as  ufeful  topical  applications.  On  the 
contrary,  the  advocates  for  a pj'edominant 
alkali  being  the  fource  of  Lues  Venerea, 
directed  acids  to  be  given  as  the  true  antidote; 
hence,  they  fometimes  ordered  their  pa- 

tients  to  eat  fix  large  lemons  daily,  befides 

* Jacobus  'V’ercellonus  de  Pudendorum  Morbis. 

Difputatum  eft,  utrum  acidi,  an  alcalici,  an  fallni,  an 
putridi  generis  fit,  milii  quidem  poftremiim  videtur  efte 
verifimiUimum.  Kempe  Diflertat.  P.  ii. 

f Opera  Francifci  Deleboe  Sylvii.  Tradt.  III.  De 
Lue  Venerea. 

Mercurius  Compilalilius.  Art.  III.  P.512. 

Joan.  Muys  Praxis  Medico-Chirurgica. 

Lcraery  Cours  de  Chimie,  &c. 
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good  ftore  of  verjuice  at  their  meals.’’* 
But,  into  whatever  incongruities  individuals 
have  been  feduced,  whether  by  current  pre- 
judices, by  erroneous  principles,  or  by  the 
mifapplication  of  right  ones,  ftill  fome  ad- 
vantages have  commonly  accrued  to  medical 
fcience ; for,  either  the  foiirces  of  former 
miilakes  have  been  dete6ted,  or  unexpected 
and  ufeful  difcoveries  have  been  accidentally 
made.  There  can  fcarcely  therefore,  be  any 
thing,  more  weak  and  inequitable,  than  to 
contemn  and  difparage  a fcience,  becaufe  a 
fmall  number  of  its  profeflbrs  have  fometimes 
difcovered  in  the  courfe  of  their  inveftigations, 
the  extremes  of  indifcretion,  felf  conceit,  or 
temerity.  How  long,  or  to  what  extent  the 
principles  and  practices  now  alluded  to  pre- 
vailed in  the  world,  are  inquiries  which  form 
no  part  of  the  defign  of  this  work.  It  may 
fuffice  to  obferve,  that  the  application  of  chy- 
miftry  to  medicine  in  the  prefent  period,  has 
been  conducted  with  an  ‘evidence  and  a fuc- 

* Turner’s  Syphilis.  Ed.  V.  P.33. 

• Med.  Tranfadlions,  Vol.  I.  A mechanical  account  of 
the  operation  of  Mercury,  by  Dr.  Barry. 
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cefs,  which  the  firft  promoters  of  that  fcience 
fcarccly  knew  how  to  wifli  for. 

It  is  probable,  that  the  Vegetable  Acid  is 
the  only  medicine  of  that  clafs  which  has  been 
employed  as  a fpecific  againft  Lues  Venerea, 
till  towards  the  clofe  of  the  prefent  century  ; 
but,  to  what  extent  it  was  introduced  into 
praftice,  cannot  now  be  afeertained. 

About  thirty  years  ago,  an  Italian  empiric 
pretended  to  poilefs  an  infallible  fpecific, 
which  contained  no  Mercury.  At  the  requeft  , 
of  fome  perfons  of  high  rank,  he  was  per- 
mitted to  adminifter  his  noftrum  to  certain 
patients  in  the  Lock  Hofpital ; and  it  had  the 
fate  which  all  other  noftrums  commonly  meet, 
when  their  virtues  are  fubjefted  to  the  ferutiny 
of  men  who  are  qualified  judges  of  the  fub- 
je6t.  When  the  medicine  was  afterwards 
examined,  it  was  found  to  confill  chiefly,  if 
not  entirely,  of  the  eflential  oil  of  lemons. 

It  was,  during  many  years,  the  pradice  of 
the  furgeons  of  that  hofpital,  to  order  the 
patients  to  eat  a certain  number  of  Seville 
oranges,  or  lemons,  every  day,  when  ulcers 
from  a venereal  caufe  became  flationary,  or 
untraftable ; and  evident  advantages  were 
derived  from  this  treatment.  Domenico 

Cirillo 
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Cirillo  has  likewife  fjDoken  in  the  higheft  terms 
of  the  efficacy  of  tfis  clafs  of  remedies,  in 
obftinate  vtnereal  complaints,* 

During  the  laft  two  years,  I have  paid  par- 
ticular attention  to  the  powers  of  thefe  Vege- 
table xVcids  in  venereal  cafes ; but  I have  not 
witneHed  a tingle  inftance  in  which  they  proved 
competent  to  the  removal  of  any  one  venereal 
fymptom.  The  health  of  the  patient  has  been 
indeed  fometimes  improved  by  the  ufe  of 
them  ; but  the  difeafe  was  neither  fufpended 
in  its  progrefs,  nor  meliorated  in  its  appear- 
ance. 

A man  afflidted  with  a venereal  fore  throat, 
placed  himfelf  under  the  diredtion  of  a gentle- 

* Ma  tulti  quefti  ajuti  fono  da  riguardarfi  come  preflb 
a poco  inerti,  fe  fi  paragonano  all’efEcacia  dell’acido 
vegetabile,  al  quale  bifogna  dare  il  nome  di  medica- 
mento  fpecifico  per  la  guarigione  delle  piaghe  veneree, 
cagionate  da  Lue  antica,  e da  exceffive  dofi  di  Mer- 
curic introdotte  nel  corpo.  Non  iin  folo  cafo  di  quefta 
natura  ho  veduto  eradicativamente  curato  per  mezzo 
dell’ufo  continue  de’Limoni,  Aranci,  o pure  colle  larghe 
bevute  di  aceto.  Ne  bifogna  limitare  I’ufo  de’Limoni, 
ma  convien  permettere  anzi  ordinare  agl’Infermi,  die 
pel  gu  .rire  prontamente  ne  facciano  abufo. 

OfTervazioni  Pratiche,  &c,  P.  i68. 


man. 


144  ON  THE  USE  OF  ACIDS  IN  LUES  VENEREA. 

man  who  profeflTed  to  have  great  confidence 
in  this  remedy.  The  patient  took  lemon 
juice,  and  the  juice  of  Seville  oranges,  during 
many  weeks,  and  1 faw  him  frequently  while 
he  was  purfuing  this  courfe.  The  virus 
however  proceeded  in  its  ravages,  without 
any  fenfible  interruption,  till  the  bones  of 
the  nofe  becoming  alFe6ted,  the  patient  very 
prudently  defpaired  of  deriving  advantage 
from  a longer  continuance  of  the  Vegetable 
Acid,  and  had  recourfe  to  the  ufe  of  Mercury. 


t. 
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CHAP.  XIV. 


Of  the  VITRIOLIC  ACID. 

The  Vitriolic  Acid,  mixed  with  hog*s- 
lard,  has  been  frequently  employed,  during 
the  laft  fifty  years,  as  an  ointment  againft 
the  Scabies,  and  fome  other  cutaneous  atfec* 
tions;*  and  the  fame  Acid,  diluted  with 
fpirit,  or  water,  has  been  often  adminiftered 
internally  with  great  fuccefs,  in  fome  difeafes 
of  the  fltin.-|- 

I have  made  great  ufe  of  the  Vitriolic  Acid 
in  cutaneous  difeafes,  during  the  laft  twenty 
years  ; and  have  alfo  thought  proper  to  give  it 
to  various  perfons  afflidted  with  the  Lues 

* This  medicine  was  employed  in  the  Pruffian  army, 
in  1756,  and  an  account  of  the  fuccefs  which  attended 
it,  was  publifhed  by  Dr.  Helmich,  in  a [work  intitled, 
Diflertatio  de  Olei  Vitrioli  ufu  in  quibufdam  Scabiei 
Speclebus.  It  is  likewife  mentioned  by  Baldinger,  in  his 
Treatife  on  Army  Difeafes. 

f See  a paper  publiflied  by  Dr.  Carmichael  Smyth, 
in  the  firft  volume  of  the  Medical  Communications. 
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Venerea  ; not  indeed  with  the  exprefs 
tion  of  curing  that  malady,  but  with  a view  of 
remedying  certain  inconveniencies  which  were 
obftru(51ions  to  the  ufe  of  Mercury.  Thefe 
incidental  occurrences  have  furnilhed  me 
W'ith  various  opportunities  of  obferving  the 
changes  it  is  found  to  produce,  in  venereal 
fymptoms,  the  moft  material  of  which  1 
fliall  proceed  to  defcribe. 

When  a bad  Hate  of  health  prohibits  the 
immediate  introduction  of  Mercury  into  the 
body  ; or  when  the  appearances  are  too  equi- 
vocal to  warrant  a prompt  decifion  on  the 
true  nature  of  the  difeafe,  and  more  efpecially, 
if  dyfpeptic  fymptoms,  attended  with  profufe 
perfpirations,  harrafs  the  patient,  and  exhaujft 
his  ftrength ; the  Elixir  of  Vitriol  will  com- 
monly remove  thefe  fupervenient  fymptoms, 
and  give  a temporary  check  to  the  progrefs 
of  the  difeafe  ; neverthelefs,  the  virus  will 
foon  proceed  in  its  dellruCtive  courfe,  even 
under  the  conftant  exhibition  of  tlie  acid. 
I have  often  feen  the  Elixir  of  Vitriol,  given 
in  the  quantity  of  tw'O  drams  a day,  evidently 
arreft  the  progrefs  of  venereal  ulcers  of  the 
tonfils:  and  fbmetimes  venereal  eruptions  w ill 
fade  and  nearly  difappear,  during  the  ute  of  it; 

thefe 
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thefe  apparently  beneficial  efFedls  however  are 
never  permanent.  I do  not  mean  to  affirm 
merely,  that  the  fymptoms  will  recur  when 
the  acid  is  difcontinued ; but  that  the  difeafe 
will  make  a certain  and  manifeft  advance,  at 
the  very  time  in  which  this  medicine  is  given 
in  as  large  dofes  as  the  ftomach  ought  to 
receive  it. 

I'here  are  circumftances  however,  wherein 
the  Vitriolic  Acid  will  confer  actual  and 
durable  benefit ; as  in  thofe  ulcers  of  the 
penis,  of  the  groin,  and  of  the  throat,  which 
fometimes  remain  nearly  ftationary,  after  the 
power  of  the  venereal  virus  has  been  com- 
pletely fubdued  by  Mercury.  I have  admi- 
niftered  the  Peruvian  Bark,  Sarfaparilla,  and 
other  medicines  of  fimilar  qualities,  in  fuch 
inftances,  without  gaining  the  leaft  advantage  ; 
whereas,  on  difcontinuing  thefe,  and  having 
recourfe  to  the  Elixir  of  Vitriol,  in  as  large 
dofes  as  would  agree  with  the  ftomach,  the 
ulcerations  have  fpeedily  healed. 

I have  likewife  found  this  acid  very  efficient 
in  counteradfing  the  troublefome  fymptoms 
produced  by  Mercury,  when  it  has  been 
determined  too  powerfully  to  the  moulh. 
When  the  ptyalifmis  accompanied  with  ulcer- 
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ation  of  the  tongue,  of  the  cheeks,  or  of  the 
tonfils,  on  fufpending  the  ufe  of  Mercury, 
and  exhibiting  this  acid  three  or  four  times  a 
day  in  water,  a more  fpeedy  amendment  is 
obtained,  than  by  the  exhibition  of  any  other 
article  of  the  materia  medica  with  which  I am 
acquainted. 

Some  accounts  have  been  lately  publiftied, 
tending  to  prove  the  antivenereal  virtues  of 
the  Vitriolic - Acid ; and,  if  the  theory  pro- 
pofed  by  fome  ingenious  men,  of  the  modus 
agendi  of  acids  in  this  difeafe,  be  correct,  it 
might  be  reafonable  to  look  for  fuch  qualities 
in  it,  according  to  the  rules  of  analogy.  The 
experience  of  many  years,  has  however  been 
fo  little  favourable  to  expedfations  of  this 
kind,  that  I have  not  thought  it  neceffary 
to  make  any  farther  experiments  with  this 
medicine. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XV. 


Of  thi  MARINE  acid: 

Th  E advantages  which  may  be  derived 
from  employing  the  Marine  Acid,  in  Lues 
Venerea,  both  as  a medicine  capable  of  ame.. 
liorating  the  appearance  of  venereal  ulcers,  and 
of  rellraining  for  a time  the  progrefs  of  the 
difeafe,  have  been  obferved  by  me  during  many 
years.  I was  firft  induced  to  give  this  acid  in 
venereal  ulcers  of  the  tongue,  and  of  the 
throat,  in  confequence  of  the  great  benefit 
which  had  refulted  from  my  ufing  it  in  the 
Cancrum  Oris  ; and,  although  1 did  not' view 
it  as  an  antidote  againfit  Lues  Venerea,  yet 
I have  frequently  availed  myfelf  of  its  ufeful 
qualities,  where  it  has  been  defirable  to  gain 
a little  time,  previoufly  to  the  entering  on  a 
mercurial  courfe. 

I will  recite  two  cafes,  for  the  purpofe  of 
illuftrating  its  agency  under  the  circumftancea 
vvhich  I have  Hated. 


1^3 
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CASE  THE  ELEVENTH. 

A gentleman  confnlted  me  in  the  year 
1795,  on  account  of  a fore  throat  which  had 
refilled  all  the  common  remedies,  and  had 
been  fuppofed,  by  fome  who  infpc6led  it,  to 
be  of  a cancerous  nature.  The  tonfils  were 
much  enlarged,  and  were  deeply  and  exten- 
fively  ulcerated.  From  the  mere  appearance 
of  the  feres,  I fliould  have  concluded  them  to 
be  venereal ; but  he  affured  me  it  w as  not 
poflible  for  him  to  be  infe6led  with  that 
malady.  Being  in  fome  doubt  about  the  real 
nature  of  the  complaint,  1 ordered  eight  drops 
of  the  Marine  Acid  to  be  taken  in  a fimple 
vehicle  three  or  four  times  a day;  and  directed 
him  to  ufe  a gargle  containing  fome  of  the 
fame  acid.  The  ulcers  afifumed  a more  clean 
and  healthy  afpe6l  in  about  ten  days ; the 
tonfils  fubfided  ; and  in  about  three  weeks  the 
fores  were  perfe<5lly  healed.  He  perfifted  in 
taking  the  acid  regularly  ; but,  in  lefs  than  a 
fortnight,  and  during  the  time  he  was  em- 
ploying it,  venereal  eruptions  appeared  on 
different  parts  of  the  body,  and  a very  painful 
node  arofe  on  the  tibia  of  each  leg.  As  the 

* difeafe 
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difeafe  now  appeared  under  an  unequivocal 
form,  I difcontinued  the  acid,  and  elfedted  a 
permanent  cure,  by  a courfe  of  mercurial 
inundtioi^. 


CASE  THE  TWELFTH. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1796,  Mr. , 

defired  me  to  vifit  him  : he  had  a node  on 
the  tliin  of  the  left  leg,  and  vendreal  ulcers 
on  the  uvula,  tonfils,  and  pharynx ; his 
ftrength  was.  much  reduced,  his  body  was 
greatly  emaciated,  and  he  appeared  to  be  in 
a hedtical  ftate.  This  unfavourable  date  of 
his  health  rendered  it  improper  to  employ 
Mercury  ; I therefore  ordered  him  to  take 
nutritious  aliment,  to  fleep  in  the  country, 
and  to  take  a decodtion  of  Sarfaparilla,  with 
the  powder  of  Peruvian  bark.  The  plan  I 
bad  fiiggefted  not  proving  fo  beneficial  as  I 
expedled,  I diredted  the  Marine  Acid  to  be 
given,  as  in  the  former  cafe,  and  ordered  him 
to  ufe  a gargle  acidulated  with  the  fame.  In 
about  ten  days,  the  appearances  in  his  throat 
■were  fenfibly  amended ; his  health  was  im- 
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proving,  and  he  gained  flrength  daily  ; the 
node  on  the  tibia  was  not  painful,  and  feemed 
to  be  ftationary.  When-  the  ulcers  in  his 
throat  were  nearly  healed,  and  during  the 
lime  he  was  fteadily  puiTuing  this  plan  of 
treatment,  venereal  blotches  appeared  upon 
the  furface  of  his  body ; and,  fbon  afterwards, 
the  ulcers  in  his  throat  began  to  fpread  anew. 
As  the  reafons  for  deferring  a mercurial 
courfe  no  longer  exifted,  and  the  difeafe  was 
evidently  gaining  ground,  1 dire6ted  him  to 
employ  a courfe  of  mercurial  inunction,  by 
which  he  obtained  a permanent  cure. 

The  beneficial  confequences  which  I had 
often  remarked,  from  the  ufe  of  the  Vitriolic 
and  Marine  Acids,  in  venereal  cafes,  were 
fufficiently  obvious  to  engage  my  attention  ; 
but  I never  inferred  from  fuch  inftances  as 
are  recited  in  the  foregoing  pages,  that  thefe 
acids  could  radically  cure  the  venereal  difeafe. 
I was  accuftomed  to  aferibe  the  advantages 
which  were  derived  from  thefe  medicines, 
partly  to  their  falutary  effedts  on  the  ftomach, 
and  confequent  improvement  of  the  health  of 
the  patient,  and  partly  to  their  agency  as 
local  applications. 

As 
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As  the  Marine  Acid  is  lefs  grateful  to  the 
ftomach,  I do  not  prefcribe  it  fo  frequently, 
in  ulcers  forming  the  fequelee  of  a venereal 
taint,  as  the  Vitriolic  Acid  ; but,  where  I 
have  directed  it  by  way  of  experiment,  1 have 
not  been  fenfible  of  any  fuperior  medicinal 
efficacy  which  the  latter  poireffed  over  the 
former. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XVi 


Of  the  NITROUS  ACID. 

It  was  my  intention,  about  two  years  ago^^ 
to  colle6t  and  publifh  a hiftory  of  the  efFe(5t^ 
of  the  Nitrous  Acid  in  Lues  Venerea;  fome 
circumftances  intervened,  which  prevented 
me  from  executing  my  defign  at  that  time ; 
and,  fince  that  period,  the  public  has  received 
fo  much  information  on  the  fubje6t,*  that 
I find  it  expedient  to  contra6l  my  views, 
and  to  deviate  confiderably  from  my  original 
plan. 

The  firft  account  of  the  powers  of  the 
Nitrous  Acid  in  venereal  cafes,  was  publiflied 
by  Mr.  Scott,  at  Bombay,  in  April  iyg6  : and 
the  papers  fent  to  the  Right  Honourable  Sir 
Jofeph  Banks  on  this  fubjeft,  were  tranf- 
mitted  to  me,  by  the  polite  attention  of  Dr. 
Gray,  Sec.  R.  S.  foon  after  their  arrival  in 

* See  the  publications  of  Dr.  Beddoes,  Dr.  Rollo, 
Mr.  Cruickfhank,  Dr.  Ferriar,  and  feveral  others,  on  this 
fubjeft. 


England. 


155 


OF  THE  NITROUS  ACID. 

England.  1 began  to  make  experiments  with 
the  Nitric  Acid  in  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1797,  at  the  Lock  Hofpital.  In  the  courfe 
of  the  years  1797,  1798,  and  1799,  the  Nitric 
and  Nitrous  Acids  were  given  to  a great 
number  of  venereal  patients,  both  in  this 
, kingdom  and  on  the  continent.  Additional 
communications  have  likewife  been  fent  by 
Mr.  Scott  from  India:  neverthelefs,  I am 
not  fure,  that  the  power  of  this  medicine  in 
Syphilis,  has  yet  been  afcertained  in  fo  fatis- 
fa6tory  a manner,  as  to  preclude  all  difference 
of  opinion  upon  the  fubjedt.* 

It  would  argue  prefumption  in  me  to 
fuppofe,  that  any  thing  I can  offer,  will 
' reconcile  the  feveral  difcordant  opinions,  or 
reduce  the  gentlemen  who  have  made  expe- 
riments with  various  fuccefs,  to  a parity  of 
fentiment ; yet  as  the  difcovery  of  practical 
truth  is,  or  at  leaft  ought  to  be,  the  motive  of 
our  refearches,  he  who  joins  in  the  inquiry 
without  partiality  or  prepoffeflion,  may  hope 
for  a candid  attention  to  his  labours, 

* Copies  of  the  original  letters  fent  by  Mr.  Scott, 
with  a copious  colledion  of  interefting  fads  on  this 
fubjed,  have  been  publillied  at  different  times  by 
Dr.  Beddoes. 
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As  the  publiOiing  of  a great  coIle6lion  of 
nearly  fimilar  cafes,  can  be  neither  neceflary 
nor  ufeful,  when  fuch  a multiplicity  have 
already  appeared,  I fhall  rellrift  mylelf  to  a 
fmall  number  of  inftances,  and.  fetedl  only 
thofe  wherein  I can  vouch  for  the  corre<51:nels 
of  the  experiments. 

The  firft  trials  which  I undertook  with  this 
new  medicine,  were  made  with  the  Nitric 
Acid  ; but,  as  I did  not  remark  any  eftedts 
in  the  Nitric  Acid,  different  from  thofe  pro- 
duced by  the  Nitrous  Acid,  I commonly 
employed  the  latter,  in  the  following  manner : 

Nitrous  Acid,  two  drams ; 

Pure  water,  a pint  and  a half; 

• Syrup,  four  ounces. 

This  mixture  was  ufually  taken  in  the 
fpace  of  twenty-four  hours.  As  local  appli- 
cations, I employed  a faturnine  lotion  to  the 
fores  ; and  emollient  poultices  to  tumours, 
and  inflamed  parts.  All  mercurial  applica- 
tions  were  abfolutely  prohibited. 


Cafes 
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Cqfes  in  which  the  Nitrous  Acid  %vas  given 
with  Advantage. 

CASE  THE  FIRST. 

Thomas  A.,  aged  twenty-one  years,  was 
admitted  into  the  Lock  Hofpital,  under  my 
care,  November  1797-  He  had  venereal 
ulcers  on  the  prepuce,  and  a phymolis. 

Nov.  19th. — He  began  to  take  two  drams 
of  the  Nitrous  Acid  in  the  day. 

23d.-^The  fores  are  cleaner,  and  have 
affumed  a more  healthy  appearance. 

' 30th. — The  phymolis  is  better,  and  the 
fores  begin  to  heal. 

Dec.  5|th. — The  ulcers  are  nearly  healed. 
A fmall,  red,  painful,  and  puftular  eruption 
appeared  on  the  trunk  of  the  body,  which 
excited  'great  uneafinefs.  The  puftules  fupr 
purated'  quickly,  and  on  the  i ith  they  had 
become  dry,  and  defquamation  began  to  take 
place. 

20th. — The  ulcers  are  healed,  and  the  phy- 
mofis  is  quite  removed. 

' He  continued  taking  the  Nitrous  Acid  till 
December  the  30th,  when  being  weary  of 
confinement,  and  having  no  complain  ts,  he 
doped.  , CASE 
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CASE  THE  SECOND. 

T.  Macdonald,  aged  twenty-live  years, 
was  admitted  a patient  at  the  Public  Difpen- 
fary,  in  Carey  Street,  June  the  7th,  1798, 
with  the  ufual  fymptoms  of  a Gonorrhoea. 

He  took  the  Nitrous  Acid  during  twelve  ^ 
days,  when  I difeharged  him  cured. 

CASE  THE  THIRD. 

W.  S.  a middle  aged  man,  was  admitted  a 
patient  under  my  care,  at’  the  Public  Difpen- 
lary,  May  the  4tli,  1798.  He  had  a chancre 
behind  the  corona  glandis,  of  a month’s  dura- 
tion. He  took  the  Nitrous  Acid  till  June  the 
8th,  when  he  was  difmilled  cured. 

CASE  THE  FOURTH. 

Jofeph  Taylor,  aged  twenty  years,  was 
admitted  a patient  under  my  care,  at  the 
Public  Difpenfary,  October  the  17th,  1797.'  ' 

— He  had  two  chancres  on  the  prEeputium, 
and  a fmall  one  on  the  fraenum  ^ the  pra?pu- 
liuin  was  confiderably  fwollen.  This  difeafe 

had 


OF  THE  NITROUS  ACID*  15?' 

had  exifted  above  three  months.  He  was 
ordered  to  take  the  Nitrous  Acid. 

October  2 2d. — The  fore  on  the  fraenum  is 
cleaner,  and  affumes  a healing  appearance. 

25th. — ^The  fore  on  the  fraenum  is  quite 
healed ; thofe  fituated  on  the  prasputium  are 
no  better. 

He  complains  that  his  mouth  is  very  fore. 
The  infide  of  his  cheeks  look  red,  and  his  face 
is  fwollen,  but  his  gums  are  neither  turgid 
nor  fore,  as  when  mercury  has  been  taken. 

27th.- — The  fwelling  and  uneafinefs  about 
his  face  and  mouth,  have  entirely  difappeared. 
The  acid  agrees  very  well  with  his  ftomach 
and  bowels.  The  fmaller  fore  on  the  praspu- 
tium  has  begun  to  heal,  but  the  larger  one 
fpreads,  and  is  painful. 

Nov.  3d. — The  fmall  fore  is  quite  healed  ; 
the  large  fore  is  lefs  painful,  but  it  has  not 
yet  atfumed  a healthy  appearance. 

loth. — The  fore  is  contiderably  amended, 
and  begins  to  heal. 

14th. — It  is  almoft  healed. 

He  continued  taking  the  acid  till  Dec.  the 
26th.  The  laft  mentioned  fore  had  been  healed 
full  three  weeks  ; although  the  cicatrix  was  a 
little  unequal  and  hard.  I defired  him  to 

return 
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return  to  me  if  any  fores  appeared  again,  but 
I have  never  feen  him  fince.* 

My  friend.  Dr.  Jofeph  Vigaroiis,  from 
Montpellier,  informs  me,  that  he  has  given 
the  Nitrous  Acid  with  great  advantage  in 
the  Gonorrhoea.  I have  not  been  quite  fo 
luccefsful ; for  the  only  inftance  which  has 
occurred  in  my  practice,  of  its  conferring 
fpeedy  and  decitive  benefit  in  that  complaint, 
is  that  of  Macdonald. 

Cafes  in  "which  the  Nitrous  Acid  was  given 
without  Succefs. 

CASE  THE  FIFTH. 

John  Ravard,  aged  twenty-fix  years,  was 
admitted  into  the  Lock  Hofpital,  under  my 
care,  February  the  25th,  1797.  He  had  a 
phymofis  ; enlarged  abforbent  glands' in  each 
, groin ; and  his  body  was  covered  with  a 
venereal  eruption.  He  was  ordered  to  take 
the  Nitrous  Acid. 

March  3d. — The  phymofis  is  better,  arid 
the  glands  in  the  groin  have  fubfided  ; the 

* TKefe  are  the  only  cafes  in  which  I hav'e  feen  the 
Nitrous  Acid  employed  with  apparent  fuccefs. 

eruption 


OF  THE  NITROUS  ACID.  161 

Eruption  is  paler,  and  feems  to  be  difappearing 
from  fome  parts.  ' 

9th.-— He  makes  a large  quantity  of  urine. 
The  eruption  continues  to  difappear. 

He  perfevered  in  taking  two  drams  of  the 
Nitrous  Acid  every  day,  till  the  26th  of 
March,  when  I increafed  the  quantity  to  three 
drams.  The  eruption  was  ftill  vifible,  although 
it  had  a very  pale  and  faint  appearance. 

April  ift. — The  eruption  is  as  vivid,  -and 
the  blotches  have  become  as  numerous,  as 
when  he  was  admitted  into  the  hofpitah  I 
accordingly  diredted  him  to  difcontinue  taking 
the  acid,  and  to  begin  a courfe  of  mercurial 
fridlions,  by  which  he  obtained  a permanent 
cure. 


CASE  THE  SIXTHr 

Sarah  Serle,  aged  nineteen  years,  was 
admitted  a patient,  under  my  care,  into  the 
Lock  Hofpital,  Odtober  the  7th,  1797.  She 
had  chancres,  and  venereal  eruptions ; and 
began  to  take  the  diluted  Nitrous  Acid  on  the 
9th  of  Odtober. 

1 6th. — -The  chancres  appear  cleaner,  and 
feem  in  a healing  ftate ; the  colour  of  the 

M eruptions 
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eruptions  is  lefs  vivid.  She  voids  more  urine 
than  ufual. 

26th. — The  eruptions  have  a very  pale 
appearance ; but  no  defquamation  has  taken 
place. 

' 30th. — The  chancres  are  quite  healed  ; the 

eruptions  have  not  totally  difappeared. 

Nov.  loth.— The  tkin  retains  the  faint 
mottled  appearance  which  it  had  on  the  30th  of 
October. 

Dec.  ill. — The  eruptions  have  afTumed  a 
brighter  colour^  and  frefh  blotches  are  appear- 
ing on  different  parts  of  her  body.  She  was 
therefore  ordered  to  take  no  more  of  ,ihe 
Nitrous  Acid,  and  to  begin  a courfe  of  Mer- 
cury. She  was  difmiffed  cured,  January  the 
1 8 th,  1799. 

CASE  THE  SEVENTH. 

Frances  Baldwin,  aged  fifteen  years,  was  . 
admitted  a patient,  under  my  care,  into  the 
Lock  Hofpital,  on  November  the  3d,  1797. 
She  had  enlarged  abforbent  glands  in  each 
groin,  and  was  dire6ted  to  begin  taking  the 
diluted  Nitrous  Acid,  November  the  ^th. 

20th. — 
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2oth. — The  tumours  are  lefs  painful,  and 
are  much  reduced  in  lize. 

30th. — They  continue  to  fubfide. 

Dec.  7th.-— The  glands  are  enlarging  ra- 
pidly, and  have  become  very  painful. 

18th.— -A  fuppuration  has  taken  place  in 
each  groin. 

I ordered  her  to  begin  a mercurial  courfe, 
and  fhe  was  difmifled  cured,  January  the 
1 8th,  1798. 

The  Nitrous  Acid  fometimes  produced 
licknels  and  vomiting,  and  at  other  times 
difordered  her  bowels ; but  thefe  inconveni- 
encies  were  regularly  corredted  by  the  addi.. 
tion  of  opium. 


CASE  THE  EIGHTH. 

Elizabeth  Taylor,  aged  twenty  years,  was 
admitted  a patient,  under  my  care,  into  the 
Lock  Hofpital,  November  the  9th,  1797. 
She  had  a Gonorr^ioea  and  chancres.  She’ 
began  to  take  the  diluted  Nitrous  Acid, 
November  the  loth.  The  chancres  gra- 
dually amended ; the  Gonorrhoea  difappeared ; 
and,  on  November  the  Ihe  was  free 

M 2 - from 
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from  any  venereal  fymptoms.  She  was  or- 
dered to  continue  the  Nitrous  Acid. 

Dec.  7th  — ^The  original  chancres  remain 
well ; but  fome  painful  fores  appeared  near 
the  anus' two  days  ago,  which  are  now  evi- 
dently venereal ; and  an  abforbent  gland  is 
becoming  painful  and  large  in  the  right  groin. 
She  was  therefore  ordered  to  difcontinue  the 
Nitrous  Acid,  and  to  begin  a courfe  of  Mer- 
cury. On  January  the  ift,  the  incipient  bubo 
was  intirely  reduced ; and  the  fores  near  the 
anus  were  almoft  healed.  She  was  difcharged 
cured  on  January  the  25th. 


CASE  THE  NINTH. 

Ann  Clark,  aged  nineteen  years,  was  ad- 
mitted a patient,  under  my  care,  into  the 
Lock  Hofpital,  November  the  9th,  1797. 
She  had  a Gonorrhoea,  attended  with  dyfuria 
urethralis.  She  began  to  take  the  diluted 
Nitrous  Acid,  November  the  12th;  and,  on 
November  the  30th  the  Gonorrhoea  was  con- 
liderably  better,  but  the  dyturia  was  not  at  all 
relieved.  On  December  the  4th,  an  eruption, 

red  and  painful,  of  puftules  appeared  on  the 

lower 
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lower  part  of  the  abdomen,  and  inner  furface 
of  the  thighs ; and  the  Gonorrhoea  had  become 
worfe  than  when  flie  was  taken  into  the  hof- 
pital.  I therefore  difcontiniied  the  ufe  of 
the  Nitrous  Acid,  and  directed  the  common 
mode  of  treatment  in  its  ftead.  She  was  quite 
cured  on  the  28th  of  December,  but  eloped 
before  the  was  regularly  difmilTed. 

CASE  THE  TENTH. 

John  Roe,  aged  thirty-tw’o  years,  was  ad- 
mitted a patient,  under  my  care,  into  the 
Lock  Hofpital,  on  Odtober  the  5th,  1797. 
He  had  an  open  bubo  ; the  ferotum  was 
covered  with  fmall  foul  ulcers ; and  at  the 
upper  part  of  the  thigh  there  was  a large 
painful  fore,  with  jagged  edges.  This  man 
had  been  under  the  care  of  a furgeon,  and 
fuppofed  that  he  had  taken  Mercury  ; hut  he 
had  not  employed  any  medicine  for  more  than 
three  months  before  his  admillion.  He  began 
to  take  the  Nitrous  Acid,  October  the  7th. 

1 6th. — The  fores  are  ealier,  and  they  ex- 
hibit evident  figns  of  amendment. 
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2oth. — They  improve  in  their  general  ap- 
pearance,  and  begin  to  heal. 

November  2d. — All  the  fores  are  healed  ; 
but  I thought  it  proper  to  continue  the  Nitrous 
Acid. 

December  ift. — The  ulcers  remain  well; 
but  about  two  days  ago  a fore  began  to 
appear  upon  the  fkin  covering  the  ofla  pubis, 
which  has  all  the  characters  of  a venereal  ulcer. 

January  i ith. — The  fore  has  fpread  con- 
fiderably,  is  very  painful,  and  has  an  ill-con- 
ditioned afpeCl.  I therefore  difcontinued  the 
Nitrous  Acid,  and  directed  him  to  begin  a 
mercurial  courfe. 

CASE  THE  ELEVENTH. 

James  Thompfon,  aged  thirty  years,  was 
admitted  a patient,  under  my  care,  into  the 
Lock  Hofpital,  November  the  2d,  1797.  He 
had  ulcers  on  the  external  furface  of  the  prae- 
putium,  and  warts  on  its  internal  furface, 
and  on  the  glans  penis.  He  began  to  take 
the  diluted  Nitrous  Acid,  on  the  5th  of  No- 
vember, and  continued  it  to  December  the 
7th  ; without  the  leaft  appearance  of  amend- 
ment. 
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ment,  in  either  of  his  fymptoms.  I then 
ordered  him  to  begin  a courfe  of  Mercury. 
In  fourteen  days  the  fores  were  in  a healing 
ftate ; and  feveral  of  the  warts  had  feparated. 
He  was  difcharged  from  the  hofpital,  cured, 
on  January  the  25th,  1798. 

CASE  THE  TWELFTH. 

William  Southwood,  aged  nineteen  years, 
was  admitted  a patient,  under  my  care,  into 
the  Lock  Hofpital,  November  the  2d,  1797, 
He  had  a Gonorrhoea ; enlarged  abforbent 
glands  in  the  right  groin  ; and  a fuppurating 
bubo  in  the  left  groin.  He  began  to  take  the 
diluted  Nitrous  Acid,  November  the  ^th. 

9th.— The  buboes  increafe,  and  are  more 
painful. 

20th. — The  tumours  in  the  groins  are  fome- 
what  reduced,  and  lefs  painful. 

30th. — The  tumour  on  the  right  fide  is 
nearly  reduced ; and  the  abfcefs  on  the  left 
fide  is  evidently  fmaller.  At  this  time,  a red, 
painful,  puftular  eruption  appeared  upon 
the  furface  of  the  abdomen,  limilar  to  that 
mentioned  in  cafe  the  ninth. 

M4 
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' Dec,^  d’th. — The  eruption  is  in  a llate  of  def- 
iquamation  ; but  the  buboes  are  increafipg  in 
.lize,  and  have  become  more  painful. 

He  was  fo  much  didatisfied  with  his  mode 
of  treatment,  that  he  eloped  the  next  day  ; 
although  I had  promifed  to  order  him  Mer- 
cury, in  a few  days. 

CASE  THE  THIRTEENTH. 

% 

Jeremiah  Leary,  aged  twenty-three  years. 
Was  admitted  a patient,  under  my  care,  into 
the  Lock  Hofpital,  December  the  14th,  1797. 
He  had  a phymofis,  and  large  venereal  ulcers 
on  the  prseputium.  He  began  to  take  the 
diluted  Nitrous  Acid,  December  the  16th. 

2 I ft. — ^The  fores  are  beginning  to  amend  ; 
and  the  fwelling  accompanying  the  phymofis 
has  leflened, 

28th. — His  fymptorns  continue  to  difappear. 

Jan.  iith. — He  appears  to  be  quite  well. 
He  complains  that  his  mouth  is  fore,  and 
that  he  fpits  Ibfs  in  the  day.  His  gums  look 
red  and  turgid  ; but  they  fcarcely  bear  any 
refemblance  to  that  ftate  which  is  produced  by 
Mercury. 
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• ■29th. — One  of  the  ulcers  has  appeared  again 

on  the  prepuce. 

Feb.  ill. — The  forefpreads  rapidly^  and  has 
become  painful  ; and  the  abforbent  glands  in 
one  of  his  groins  are  enlarging,  and  have 
become  uneafy.  He  was  ordered  to  begin  a 

mercurial  courfe;  which  in  twelve  days  cured 

% 

his  fores,  and  reduced  the  incipient  bubo. 
He  eloped  from  the  hofpital  on  the  21ft  of 
February,  fiippofing  himfelf  to  be  well. 

- CASE  THE  FOURTEENTH. 

John  Marr  was  admitted  a patient,  under 
my  care,  at  the  Public  Difpenfary,  January 
the  ibth,  1798.  He  received  the  infection 
four  months  before,  and  had  not  taken  any 
medicine  for  it.  He  has  chancres  on  the 
praeputium  ; a bubo  in  each  groin  ; venereal 
eruptions  upon  his  body  ; deafnefs,  with  tin- 
nitus aurium.  He  began  to  take  the  diluted 
Nitrous  Acid,  January  the  19th. 

30th. — The  chancres  begin  to  heal;  and 
the  eruptions  are  lefs  vivid  in  their  appearance. 

Feb.  6th.  — The  chancres  appear  to  be 
almoft  healed ; and  the  eruption  is  difappear- 
The  deafnefs,  &c.  is  no  better. 

13th.— 


no 


OF  THE  NITROUS  ACID. 


13th. — -The  venereal  fymptoms  have  made 
no  farther  progrefs  toward  amendment. 

20th.— —The  eruptions  have  become  more 
elevated,  and  are  of  a brighter  colour,  and 
many  more  fpots  have  appeared  upon  other 
parts  of  his  body.  The  chancres  have  become 
painful,  and  fpreading  ; and  a phymofis  has 
come  on,  attended  with  confiderable  fwelling 
of  ttie  praeputium, 

26th. — All  his  complaints  have  evidently 
fncreafed.  He  was  therefore  ordered  to  dif- 
continue  the  acid,  and  to  begin  a courfe  of 
Mercury,  by  which  he  was  cured. 

The  Nitrous  Acid  agreed  very  well  with 
bis  ftomach  and  bowels  ; and  he  enjoyed  good 
health  during  the  time  of  his  taking  it. 


CASE  THE  FIFTEENTH. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1 798,  I wag 
confulted  by  a gentleman  who  had  undergone 
three-  full  courfes  of  mercurial  fridions, 
without  obtaining  a permanent  cure.  At  the 
time  when  I firft  faw  him,  the  lower  extre- 
mity of  the  tibia  of  the  left  leg  was  expofed 

and  carious ; he  had  nodes  on  his  forehead, 

and 
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and  fevere  nofturnal  pains  in  his  bones:  As 
he  was  in  a bad  ftate  of  health,  with  a quick 
pulfe,  and  was  much  emaciated,  I ordered 
him  to  take  the  diluted  Nitrous  Acid.  He 
took  this  medicine  during  three  weeks,  with- 
out deriving  the  leaft  advantage,  either  to 
his  health,  or  venereal  fymptoms.  I then 
diredted  a courfe  of  Mercury  to  be  em- 
ployed, which  entirely  removed  all  his  vene- 
real complaints. 

The  Three  following  Cafes  were  commimicated 
by  Dr.  Baillie,  F.  R.  S.  L.  & E.  late 
FhyfeianofSt.  George’s  Hofpital,  &c. 


CASE  THE  SIXTEENTH. 

J.  T.  aged  twenty  one  years,  was  admitted 
a patient,  under  my  care,  into  St.  George’s 
Hofpital,  July  the  26th,  1797.  He  had 

feverej  pains  in  his  limbs,  and  a large  node 
at  the  upper  end  of  the  tibia  of  the  right 
leg.  He  ufed  the  mercurial  ointment 
during  a fortnight  after  his  admiflion ; but, 
having  a great  averlion  to  Mercury,  which 

he 
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he  thought  had  formerly  injured  his  healthy 
he  was  permitted  to  discontinue  it,  and  was 
ordered  to  take  the  Deco6tion  of  Mezereon. 
This  plan  was  continued  for  about  five  weeks, 
in  which  time  his  pains  were  greatly  relieved, 
and  the  fize  of  the  node  was  diminifhed, 
jhut  neither  of  thefe  Symptoms  was  entirely 
removed.  He  was  then  ordered  to  leave  otf 
the  Decodtipn  of  Mezereon  ; and  he  began 
to  take  the  Nitrous  Acid  on  the  19th  cf 
September.* 

For  two  or  three  days  he  thought  his  pains 
•were  eafier,  but  they  foon  became  as  Severe 
as  ever.  On  the  3d  of  06lober,  he  was  ordered 
to.  discontinue  the  acid  drink,  and  to  rub  in 
mercurial  ointment.  By  the  due  ufe  of  Mer- 
cury, his  pains  were  removed,  and  the  node 
disappeared. 

I 

CASE  THE  SEVENTEENTH. 

. H.  G.  aged  twenty-five  years,  was  ad- 
mitted a patient,,  under  my  care,  into  St. 

* In  thefe  three  cafes,  a dram  of  concentrated 
Nitrous  Acid  was  mixed  in  a pint  of  water.  The 
patients  firft  took  Lb.  I in  the  day,  and  gradually 
mcreafed  the  quantity  to  Lb.  IL 

George  s 
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George’s  Hofpital,  Auguft  the  23d,  1797, 
He  had  ulcers  upon  his  penis ; a venereal 
blotch  upon  one  of  his  arms ; and  a venereal 
fore  throat,  which  had  appeared  about  a 
month  before  his  admiffion.  He  began  to 
take  diluted  Nitrous  Acid  on  the  23d  of  Au- 
guft,  and  continued  it  to  the  29th  of  Septem- 
ber. The  fores  on  his  penis  had  healed>  but 
were  now  open  again  ; the  blotch  upon  his 
arm  was  of  a fainter  colour  ; and  his  throat, 
which  feemed  better  during  the  firll  fort- 
night, afterwards  became  worfe.  He  was 
therefore  ordered  to  leave  otF  the  acid,  and 
to  have  recourfe  to  Mercury.  After  rubbing 
in  the  mercurial  ointment  for  nine  or  ten 
weeks,  he  w’as  perfectly  cured. 

CASE  THE  EIGHTEENTH. 

W.  A.  aged  twenty-eight  years,  was  ad- 
mitted a patient,  under  my  care,  into  St. 
George’s  Hofpital,  Auguff  the  23d,  1 797.  He 
complained  of  pains  in  his  limbs,  which  were 
always  worfe  during  the  night ; he  had  allb 
great  tendernefs  of  the  fcalp,  with  a number 
of  fmall  fwellings  on  the  upper  part  of  the 

head  ; 
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head  ; there  was  likewife  a venereal  eruption 
on  the  Ikin.  He  began  to  take  the  acid  drink 
on  the  29th  of  Auguft,  and  continued  it  to  the 
26th  of  September.  During  'the  firft  ten  or 
twelve  days  in  which  he  was  taking  the 
ISitrous  Acid,  he  thought  his  pains  were 
eafier;  but  the  eruption,  and  the  fwellings 
upon  his  head,  were  not  at  all  atfeded  by  it. 
His  pains  however,  after  a fliort  time,  be- 
came as  bad  as  ever ; he  was  confequently 
ordered  to  difcontinue  taking  the  acid  drink, 
and  to  rub  in  mercurial  ointment.  This 
courfe  very  foon  removed  his  pains,  the 
fwellings  upon  his  head,  and  the  eruptions. 
After  having  continued  the  ufe  of  the  Mercury 
till  it  was  thought  he  was  fecure  from  a return 
of  the  difeafe,  he  was  difcharged  from  the 
hofpital. 

CASE  THE  NINETEENTH. 

Communicated  by  Dr.  Marcet,  Phyjician  of 
the  London  Difpenfary. 

Freeman  South,  aged  forty  years,  was 
admitted  a patient  at  the  Public  Difpenfary, 
November  the  2 ift,  1 797.  He  had  a very  foul, 

deep. 
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deep,  ragged  ulcer,  in  the  right  tonfil ; the 
pofterior  part  of  the  fauces  on  the  fame  fide 
was  ulcerated,  and  there  was  another  ulcer 
near  the  bafe  of  the  uvula.  He  complained 
of  tinnitus  in  the  right  ear ; he  alfo  fiiffered 
great  pain  in  that  part,  and  on  the  right  fide 
of  the  face,  when  he  fwallowed  his  food.  He 
had  been  married  feventeen  years,  was  the 
father  of  feveral  healthy  children,  and  he 
declared  that  he  had  never  violated  the  fidelity 
he  owed  to  his  wife.  He  never  had  any  appear- 
ance on  his  penis  refembling  a venereal  com- 
plaint. He  was  ordered  to  take  the  diluted 
Nitrous  Acid.  In  lefs  than  a week  the  ulcers 
looked  cleaner,  their  edges  aflTumed  a florid 
appearance,  and  they  began  to  contract.  Sootl 
after  thefe  fymptoms  of  amendment  had 
appeared,  the  fores  feemed  to  become  Itation- 
ary  ; and,  after  the  acid  had  been  continued 
four  weeks,  the  ulcers  became  foul  again,  and 
began  to  fpread. 

On  the  2 2d  of  December,  Mr.  Pearfon 
faw  this  patient  for  the  firft  time.  He 
repeated  the  fame  hiftory  of  his  difeafe  which 
he  had  given  before ; but  Mr.  P.  urging  him 
with  fome  clofe  interrogatories,  he  acknow- 
ledged that  after  taking  fome  liberties  with  a 


woman 
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woman  of  the  town,  a painful  pimple 
peared  on  the  right  angle  of  his  mouth,  and 
that  when  this  healed,  his  throat  became  fore. 
As  the  difeafe  was  now  tnaking  an  evident 
progrefs  under  a courfe  of  the  Nitrous  Acid, 
he  was  ordered  to  difcontinue  it,  and  to 
employ  Mercury,  by  which  he  obtained  a 
perfect  cure* 


Good  EffeSls  of  the  Nitrous  Acid  hi  Ulcers 
remaining  after  the  Cure  of  Lues  Venerea. 

CASE  THE  TWENTIETH. 

James  G ingle,  aged  fifty-one  years,  was 
admitted  a patient,  under  my  care,  into  the 
Lock  Hofpital,  September  the  21ft,  1797. 
The  projecting  part  of  the  penis  was  entirely 
Confumed  by  a phagedenic,  ulcer,  which  was 
fpreading  flowly  under  the  offa  pubis.  This 
man  gave  the  following  account  of  himfelf ; — 
that  he  had  chancres  about  eight  years  ago, 
and  was  apparently  cured  of  them ; but  that 
ever  fince,  he  has  been  fubjeCt  to  ulceration 
of  the  penis,  which  has  fometimes  healed 

during 
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during  a fiiort  time,  and  then  has  appeared 
again  ; that  he  has  not  had  any  connexion 
witli  women  lince  he  was  firft  atFefted,  His 
difeafe  was  however  generally  regarded  ,as 
venereal,  and  he  had,  at  various  times,  em- 
ployed a great  deal  of  Mercury. 

From  the  patient’s  narrative,  and  the 
general  circumftances  of  the  cafe,  I did  not 
confider  it  to  be  venereal ; neverthelefs,  as  I 
was  defirous  of  knowing  what  effect  Mercury 
would  have  in  this  cafe,  I ordered  him  to 
employ  mercurial  fri61ions,  and  to  drefs  the 
fore  with  a carrot  poultice.  He  continued 
ufing  Mercury,  from  September  the  23d  to 
October  the  30th ; in  which  time  about  one 
ounce  and  a half  of  quickfilvei'  was  introduced 
into  the  fyftem,  and  the  fpecific  operation  of 
that  mineral  was  moderate,  but  fufficiently 
evident.  At  this  period  the  fore  was  no 
better ; it  feemed  indeed  rather  to  have  in- 
creafed  in  fize,  and  was  become  more  painful. 

On  November  the  ift,  he  was  ordered  to 
difcontinue  the  Mercury,  and  to  begin  to  take 
the  diluted  Nitrous  Acid,  continuing  the  ap- 
plication  of  the  carrot  poultice. 

f 


N 


6th 


^ the  nitrous  acid. 

6th. — The  pain  of  the  fore  is  diminiflied  ; 
the  difcharge  is  lefs,  and  its  furface  has 
become  cleaner. 

9th. — The  nicer  continues  to  amend.  As 
the  Nitrous  Acid  griped  him.  Laudanum  was 
added  to  the  mixture. 

Dec.  7th. — The  fore  is  nearly  healed. 

i5th. — He  was  fo  well,  that  he  refufed  to 
remain  any  longer  in  the  hofpital,  and  went 
away  without  my  permiffion. 

CASE  THE  TWENTY-FIRST. 

Communicated  by  Mr.  Ramsbotham.* 

A young  gentleman  applied  to  me  in  the 
beginning  of  February,  1798,  on  account  of 
a recent,  but  very  foul  chancre,  which  was 
lituated  on  the  fide  of  the  penis,  near  the  olla 
pubis.  I ordered  him  to  rub  in  the  mercu- 
rial ointment ; gave  him  fmall  dofes  of  Calo- 
mel, with  Opium,  at  the  fame  time ; and 
drefled  the  fore  with  Ungt.  Hydrarg.  Nitrat. 

* Late  of  Wakefield,  in  Yorklhire,  now  of  Richmond, 
in  Surry. 
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He  continued  this  courfe  during  fix  weeks  ; 
at  which  tinie  the  fore  was  almoft  healed,  and 
my  patient  feemed  likely  to  be  cured  in  a 
ihort  time.  Unfortunately  Mr.  , think- 

ing himfelf  nearly  well,  began  to  negle6l  his 
medicines,  and  omitted  applying  the  dreffings, 
in  confequence  of  which  the  remaining  furface 
of  the  fore  became  dry,  and  was  crutled  over. 
In  about  three  weeks,  the  fore  became  painful 
^igain,  began  to  fpread,  -and  proceeded  gra- 
dually  over  tiie  fkin  covering  the  right  fper- 
matic  cord,  at  the  upper  part  of  which  a fmalj 
bubo  formed.  I now  gave  him  Mercury 
again  very  freely ; and  he  alfo  took  a mix- 
ture, confifling  of  the  Deco61ion  of  Bark, 
Powder  of  Bark,  and  Laudanum.  To  the 
fore  I firtl  applied  mild  digeftives,  and  then  a 
linfeed  meal  poultice.  Notwithftanding  all 
my  efforts,  the  fore  continued  to  fpread,  and, 
about  the  middle  of  April,  the  ulceration 
had  extended  itfelf  in  the  coupfe  of  the  right 
fpermatic  cord,  difleding  that  part  from  neay 
the  abdominal  ring  down  to  the  teflicle,  and 
expofing  the  teflicle  itfelf  to  view. 

The  edges  of  the  ulcer  were  hard  and 
livid  ; its  difcharge  confifted  of  a fetid  fanies, 
and  its  tendency  to  make  farther  ravages 
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was  but  too  evident.  The  Mercury  was 
now  difcontinued,  and  he  took  large  dofes  of 
Bark,  with  Opium  ; he  was  alfo  fent  intp  the 
country,  where  he  lived  principally  on  milk. 
He  continued  this  plan  till  the  ift  of  May: 
his  general  Hate  of  health  was  fomewhat 
improved,  but  there  was  no  favourable  alter- 
ation in  the  ulcer.  I then  accompanied  him 
to  Leeds,  to  confult  Mr.  Hey,  who,  having 
heard  the  hiftory  of  his  difeafe,  and  the  mode 
of  treatment,  was  of  opinion  that  the  venereal 
virus  was  deftroyed.  He  ordered  the  linfeed 
meal  poultice  to  be  continued ; with  the  addi- 
tion of  a powder  compofcd  of  Pulv.  Flor. 
Cham^em.  and  Pulv.  Cinchonas,  to  be  fprink- 
led  upon  the  fore  ; and  inftead  of  the  Bark, 
he  advifed  a preparation  of  iron,  in  the  form 
of  Dr.  Griffith’s  medicine,  to  be  given  ; at  the 
fame  time  exhibiting  Opium  in  fuch  quanti- 
ties as  to  keep  the  patient  eafy: 

The  patient  followed  thefe  direifions  during 
ten  days,  without  finding  any  advantage ; 
and,  as  he  did  not  confult  Mr.  Hey  again,  I 
gave  him  forty  drops  of  the  Nitrous  Acid,  in 
a pint  of  Deco6lion  of  the  Bark,  daily.  The 
drelfings  were  continued  nearly  as  at  the 
firlt ; and  I direded  him  to  take  a pill  every 

night, 
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night;  confining  of  a grain  of  Calomel;  a grain 
of  Antimonial  Powder,  and  two  grains  of 
Opium.  In  the  courfe  of  a few  days,  there 
was  a \ifible  alteration  for  the  better  in  the 
ftate  of  the  fore  ; the  livid  appearance  and 
indurated  edges  gradually  diniiniflied ; the 
difcharge  w'as  more  puriform,  and.his  general 
ftate  of  health  improved  rapidly. 

At  the  beginning  of  June,  the  ulcer  was 
much  diminithed  in  fize,  and  was  healing 

very  faft,  when  Mr.  was  under  the 

necellity  of  going  a journey  ; he  confequently 
difcontinued  the  Bark  and  Nitrous  Acid  ; and 
returned  at  the  end  of  feveral  weeks,  w ith  the 
fore  much  altered  for  the  w'orfe,  and  himfelf 
in  a ftate  of  ferious  indifpofition.  A phyfician 
was  now  confulted,  who  diredted  medicines 
adapted  to  his  fymptoms  ; no  more  Nitrous 
Acid  was  adminiftered  ; and  I left  Yorkfliire 
before  this  obftinate  difeafe  had  terminated. 


During  the  time  that  T was  employed  in 
making  obfervations  on  the  medicinal  quali- 
ties of  the  Nitrous  Acid  in  Lues  Venerea,  I 

gave 
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gave  it  to  feveral  patients  who  were  afflicted 
with  untraftable  ulcers  of  the  legs  ; to  children 
fuffering  from  the  cancrum  oris  ; and  in  fome 
difeafes  of  the  Ikin.  In  many  of  thefe  cafes,  it 
was  of  no  fervice  ; and,  where  any  beneficial 
efFefls  followed  the  ufe  of  it,  1 did  not  obfervc 
that  it  was  in  any  degree  preferable  to  the 
remedies  iifually  employed. 

When  M.  Alyon  publifiied  his  account  of 
the  virtues  of  what  he  calls  Oxygenated  Cerate , 
(a  compofition  of  Nitrous  Acid  and  Hog’s- 
lard,)  I immediately  procured  fome,  and  ap- 
plied it  to  ulcers,  to  cutaneous  eruptions, 
and  to  the  tinea  capitis.  The  etfe6ts  by 
no  means  correfponded  with  the  expe6la- 
tions  which  M.  Alyon’s  language  was  .cal- 
culated to  excite : it  was  of  fome  fervice 
in  eruptions  attended  with  pruritus ; but  it 
produced  no  digeftion  on  the  furface  of 
ulcers  ; and  totally  failed  of  curing  every 
cafe  of  the  tinea  capitis  in  which  I tried  it. 
Perhaps  it  may  be  fuggefied,  that  the  Oxyge- 
nated Cerate  was  not  accurately  prepared : 
to  this  I reply,  that  if  M.  Alyon’s  direc- 
tions be  fufficiently  explicit,  it  muft  have  been 
rightly  compounded  ; there  is  however  an 

obfeure  brevity  in  his  defeription  of  the 

manner 
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manner  of  preparing  it,  which  would  induce 
one  to  fufpeft  that  he  either  purpofely  con- 
cealed fome  part  of  the  procefs,  or  that  he 
wifiied  the  world  to  believe  that  he  was  the 
only  perfon  from  whom  it  could  be  procured 
in  a genuine  form. 

When  the  Nitrous  Acid  is  given  to  patients 
ufing  Mercury,  it  promotes  the  appetite,  im- 
proves the  general  health,  and  leflens  the 
peculiar  operation  of  that  mineral  on  the 
mouth  and  fauces,  and  in  thefe  refpedts,  its 
qualities  refemble  thofe  poflefled  by  the  other 
mineral  acids.  Its  efFedts  are  likewife  ana- 
logous to  what  are  produced  by  expofure 
to  atmofpheric  air. 

^ he  Nitrous  Acid  does  not,  how'ever,  as 
ftr  as  my  obfervations  extend,  affift,  or  pro- 
mote the  adlion  of  Mercury  in  the  cure  of 
Lues  Venerea  ; fo  that  the  liirgeon  would 
neither  be  authorifed  to  diminifli  the  quantity 
of  that  mineral,  nor  to  abridge  the  time 
Lifually  occupied  in  completing  a courle 
fufficient  to  give  permanent  fecurity  to  the 
patient. 
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IN  concluding  this  little  work,  1 think  it 
piopei  to  offer  the  following  obfervations,  as 
the  refult  of  my  inquiries  into  the  merits  of  the 
feveral  articles  of  the  materia  medica,  in  Lues 
\enerea,  which  have  formed  the  fubjedt  of  the 
foregoing  pages. 

I.  The  Guaiacum,  Sarfaparilla,  Mezereum, 
Walnuts,  Opium,  and  Peruvian  Bark,  have 
often  removed  fome  of  the  primary  and 
fecondary  fymptoms  of  Lues  Venerea,  and 
have  alleviated  others.  They  are  likewife 
each  of  them  capable  of  removing  certain 
fequelse  of  Lues  Venerea,  where  the  farther 
adminiftration  of  Mercury  would  prove  inju- 
rious. Yet,  no  fatisfadfory  feries  of  evidence 
can  be  adduced,  demonftrating  that  any,  or 
all  of  thefe  vegetables,  given  fingly,  or  com- 
bined, are  competent  to  the  eradicating  of 
Lues  Venerea  from  the  animal  body. 

2.  It  muft  be  conceded,  that  certain  indu- 
bitable fymptoms  of  Syphilis  have  difappeared, 
during  a courfe  of  the  vegetable  remedies ; 
but  the  fame  fymptoms  have  generally  re- 
curred. 
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curred,  even  at  the  very  time  when  the 
patient  was  taking  largely  of  the  medicines 
which  had  produced  this  temporary  benefit. 
Even  where  the  patient  has  remained  appa- 
rently well  during  five  or  fix  weeks,  the 
difeafe  has  neverthelefs  always  returned  ; and, 
what  is  worthy  of  particular  attention,  the 
fiime  fymptoms  precifely  have  recurred,  which 
had  been  feemingly  cured  during  the  admi- 
nillration  of  the  medicines  alluded  to.  This 
fadt  may  be  confidered  as  a proof,  that  vene- 
real fymptoms  are  not  cured  by  them  in  any 
proper  fenfe  ; becaufe  local  appearances  admit 
of  a perfedl  cure  by  a mode  of  adminiftering 
Mercury  which  lhall  neverthelefs  be  infufficient 
to  fecure  the  conftitution. 

3.  The  Muriated  Barytes,  and  two  of  the 
Mineral  Acids,  when  given  to  venereal  pati- 
ents, 'have  the  power  of  fufpending,  for  a 
limited  time,  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  and 
of  removing  many  fecondary  fymptoms  ; but 
they  are  not  equal  to  the  fubduing  of  the 
virus,  and  freeing  the  conftitution  entirely 
from  the  efFedts  of  that  deftruftive  malady. 
They  may  likewife  be  employed  with  great 
advantage  in  thofe  phagedenic  ulcers  of  the 
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gentials,  and  of  the  groin,  which  may  be  claffed 
among  the  fequelae  of  Syphilis. 

4.  The  Nitric  and  Nitrous  Acids  have  re- 
moved both  the  primary  and  fecondary  fymp- 
toms  of  Syphilis  ; and,  in  fome  inftances,  it 
feems,  that  the  former  have  not  recurred,  nor 
have  fecondary  fymptoms  appeared,  at  the 
period  they  commonly  Ihew  themfelves,  when 
the  cure  has  been  imperfect.  But,  as  far  as 
my  own  experience  extends,  and  that  of 
many  refpeftable  friends,  who  are  connected 
with  large  hofpitals,  a permanent  cure  has 
never  been  accomplifhed  by  thefe  acids,  where 
fecondary  fymptoms  have  been  prefent. 

The  fame  acids,  when  exhibited  with  the 
iitmofl:  care  and  attention  to  many  patients 

i 

labouring  under  the  primary  fymptoms  of  the 
venereal  difeafe,  and  where  they  have  agreed 
pcrfc(511y  w^ll  with  the  ftomach,  have  been 
neverlhelefs,  found  inadei^uate  to  the  cure  of 
thofe  fymptoms.  Indeed  the  failures  which 
have  occurred,  both  in  my  own  praftice  and 
that  of  many  of  my  furgical  friends,  have 
been  fo  pumerous,  that  I do  not  think  it  eli- 
gible to  rely  on  the  Nitrous  Acid,  in  the  treat- 
ment of  any  one  form  of  the  Lues  Venerea. 

But 
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But,  while  I am  obliged  thus  to  detraa  from 
the  fuppofed  merits  of  the  ISIitrous  Acid  as 
an  antidote  againfl;  Lues  Venerea,  I would  by 
no  means  wifli  to  fee  it  exploded  as  a medicine 
altogether  iifelefs  in  that  difeafe. 

Where  an  impaired  ftate  of  the  conftitution 
renders  the  introduftion  of  Mercury  into  the 
animal  fyllem  inconvenient,  or  evidently 
improper,  the  Nitrous  Acid  will  be  found 
capable  of  reftraining  the  progrefs  of  the 
difeafe,  while,  at  the  fame  time,  it  will  improve 
the  health  and  ftrength  of  the  patient.  On 
fome  occafions,'  this  acid  may  be  given  in 
conjun6tion  with  a courfe  of  mercurial  in- 
un61ion  ; and  it  will  be  found  to  fupport  the 
tone  of  the  ftomach  ; to  promote  the  appetite  ; 
to.  determine  powerfully  to  the  kidnies,  and 
to  counteract  in  no  inconfiderable  degree  the 
effects  of  Mercury  on  the  mouth  and  fauces. 
Thefe  advantages  are  by  no  means  unimpor- 
tant ; and  certainly  entitle  the  gentlemen  who 
have  been  aCtive  in  promoting  the  introduc- 
tion of  this  acid  into  general  practice,  to  the 
gratitude  of  the  public. 

I will  not  prefume,  however,  to  affert,  that 
we  have  yet  learnt  all  that  can  be  known,  of 
the  belt  mode  of  exhibiting  this  medicine  ; nor 

will 
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will  I fuppofe  that  we  have  arrived  at  the  m plus 
of  its  virtues.  Yet/ in  the  prefent  ftate 
of  our  information  upon  this  fubje6t,  it  would 
by  no  means  be  warrantable  to  fubftitute  tlic 
Nitrous  Acidv  in  the  place  of  Mercury,  for 
the  cure  of  venereal  complaints ; nor  to 
permit  the  knowledge  we  have  gained  re- 
fpe6ting  fome  ufeful  properties  of  the  former, 
to  feduce  us  to  rejedt  what  a long  courfe  of 
experience  has  taught  us  of  the  certain  effi- 
cacy of  the  latter. 
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A 


■ POPULAR  VIEW 


OF  THE  EFFECTS  OF  THE 


VENEREAL'  DISEASE. 


PART  FIRST. 


MISCELLANEOUS  OBSERVATIONS. 


It  has  often  appeared  furpriiing,  that 
no  attempts  have  been  made  to  fhew 
mankind  in  general,  the  pernicious 
confequences  of  venereal  coniplaints. 
The  books  written  upon  thefe  fubjeds, 
have  been  meant  entirely  for  medical 
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men, 
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men,  and  are  fo  involved  in  medical 
phrafes  as  to  be  nearly  unintelligible  to 
all  others. 

Writing  popular  books  upon  medical 
fubjeds,  is  generally  not  reputable.  It 
is  feldom  pradifed  by  men  of  learning  < 
and  candour,  and  it  does  harm.  All  , 
attempts  to  make  the  world  at  large  : 
underhand  the  caufes  or  cure  of  dif-  ; 

I 

I 

eafes,  are  vain.  They  promote  quae-  \ 
kery,  and  deftroy  health.  ; 

But  attempts  to  Ihew  the  miferies 
and  the  confequences  of  difeiales  that 
may  be  avoided,  are  highly  laudable  ; 
and  there  is  no  difeafe  that  requires 
fuch  attempts  more  than  the  venereal: 
The  varieties  of  mifery  with  which  it 
is  attended,  the  weaknelTes  and  the  dif- 

orders. 
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orders  of  which  it  lays  the  foundation, 
are  innumerable.  Yet  they  are,  in 
a*  great  meafure,  unknown,  exoept  to 
thofe  who  have  fuffered  them  ^ and 
even  the  fufFerers  -are  not  always  a- 
ware  of  the  caufe  of  their  fufferings. 
The  variety  in  the  time  and  in  the 
mode  of  attack  which  there  is  in  the 
remains  of  venereal  complaints,-  their 
not  having  arifen  diredlly  out  of  any 
venereal  fymptom,-  and  the  perfons  ha- 
ving been  afliired  by  pradlitioners  that 
they  were  perfectly  well,  are  reafons 
why  they  feldom  aferibe  their  diforder 
to  its  true  caufe. 

There  are  many  reafons  why  the 
; great  and  frequently  irreparable  mif- 
j chief  done  by  the  venereal  difeafe, 

j fhould  not  be  generally  known. 

( 

1 
i 

I 

I 
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Delicacy  excludes  it  from  the  topics 
of  general  converfation.  Thofe  who 
are  alFed:ed  with,  it,  feldom  converfe 
upon  it,  except  with  their  fellow-fuf^ 
ferers.  Suppofmg  that  their  fufferings 
would  not  excite  much  compaflion,  er 
fearing  that  the  knowledge  of  them 
might  injure  thein  future  profpedls,  ^ 
they  moftly  conceal  them.  If  they 
find  their  complaints  durable,  they 
are  often  more  anxious  not  to  be  dif> 
graced  by  them,  and  often  they  be- 
come more  credulous  with  regard  to 
pretended  remedies..  ■ ^ . 

Hence  arifes  another  fource  of  de- 
ception./ The  truth  is  not  only  con- 
: cealedj  but  denied.  It  is  confidently 
afferted  by  low  or  interefted ' pradi- 
tioners,  that  the  venereal  difeafe  is 

trifling;^- 
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trifling,  and  may  be  eafily  cured^  with- 
out leaving' any  injury  to  the  confti- 
tution.  A more  falfe  afTertion  was 
never  made.  This  difeafe  in  the 
mildeft  form,  and  when  cured  in  the 
happiefl  manner,  is  apt  to  leave  con- 
fequences,  whether  known  to  the  pa- 
tient or  not,  which  time  may  dimi- 
nlfh,  but  which  frequently  terminate 
•only  with  life. 

I 

A clap,  if  it  does  no  other  injury, 
leaves  a weaknefs  of  the  organs  of  u- 
rine  and  generation.  A pox  leaves  -‘a 
general  weaknefs  and  relaxation,  and 
the  fufferer  cannot  be  abfoiutely  cer- 
tain that  he  will  continue  free  from 
it.  In  fhon,  it  may  be  laid  down  as 
a general  maxim,  from  which  there 
are  not  many  exceptions,  that'  a 

A 3 . perfon 
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perfon  who  has  had  a venereal  com- 
plaint, never  entirely  , 'what  he  was. 
He  may  efcape  any  particular  bad 
confequences,  he  may  be  free  from 
pain'  and  competent  to  the  ordinary 
offices  of  life,  but  he  has  not  the  high 
health*  and  vigour  he  once  enjoyed. 
In  the  generality  of  venereal'  com- 
plaints, this  is  the  fad  ; and  to  this  it 
muft  be  added,  that  a conliderable 
proportion  of  the  cafes  are  much 
worfe.  They  are  often  fo  bad  that 
humanity  ffiudders  at  the  yiew,  and 
,fo  hopelefs  that  medicine  can  promifp 
no  cure,  and  fcarcely  any  relief.  Even 
where  there  is  no  defed  of  Ikill  or 
care  in  the  praditioner,  and  no  unru- 
linefs  in  the  patient,  itfometimes  hap- 
pens that  a conllitutional  taint  or  a 
mere  accident  diall  fruftrate  all  our 

art. 
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.art,  and  l^ave  him  the  dreary  profpedt 
of  fpehding  the  reniairtder  of  his  life 
difabied  'or  • pained'  in  fomo  < material 
part,  or  infirm  in  his>  whole  frame. 
From  the  cafes  I have  feen,  I fliould 
conjedture,  that  'nearly  three  in  ten  of 
thofe  who  have  venereal  complaints, 
and  are  well  treated,  are  materially 
and  durably  worfe  and  that  nearly 
one  in  ten  fiifiers  very  confiderably 
through  life.  There  can  indeed  be 
no  general  rule,  for  the  proportion 
mull  vary  at  different  times,  and  in 
different  fituations  j but  I take  this,  to 
be  the  average.  I have  fometimes 
feen  great  nmnbers ..  recover  without 
any  unfortunate  occurrence,  but  at 
other  times  I have  feen  a large  pro- 
portion buffer  exceedingly.  Nor  let 
ignorance  or  quackery  fay  that  there 

A 4 was 
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was  fome  defeat  in  the  treatment : It 
was  fuch  as  the  heft  places  in  the’' 
idand  afforded,  and  better  than  can, 
in  many  fituations,  be  expedled  ^ and 
it  can  be  * fubjedled  to  no  general  cen- 
fure,  for  it  was  conduded  by,  men  emi- 
nent in  their  profeflion,  but  very  dif- 
ferent in  their  educatiori  and  modes 
of  pradiee. 

We  mull  add,  that  when  the  lower 
clalTes,  who  are  a great  majority  of 
mankind,  contrad  venereal  complaints, 
their  fufferings,  and  the  proportion  of 
unfortunate  terminations,  are  often 
much  greater.  They  have  not,  in  ge- 
neral, a knowledge  of  the  bed;  mode 
of  applying  for  relief,  or  of  ufing  the 
means  of  it  properly  when  obtained. 
Falling  into  the  hands  of  ignorant  or 

delignipg 
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defigning' menj  pofleffing  little  regu- 
larity or  cleanliriefs,  living^iri’bad  air 
and  being  obliged  to  labour,  their 
complaints  fare- -much  worfe.  They 
frequently' falhfacrifices  to*  their  im- 
prudence, on  live  fpedlacles  mf  infa- 
my, oh  fpread  loathlbmenefs  in  their 
families.  The  difeafed  and  miferable 
objedts  which  everywhere  abound,  are 
inconceivable,-  except  to  thofe  who 
have  been  much  amongh  them.  Could 
we  difplay  the  deformity,  filth,  and 
rottennefs,  which  pervade  the  houfes  of 
the  unchafte  poor, — -could  we  give  an 
adequate  idea  of  their  Tufferings, — 
could  we  tell  how  many  are  cut  off  at 
an  early  period  by  venereal  com- 
plaints, or  by  diforders  of  which  they 
have  laid  the  foundation, — the  moll 
voluptuous  would  receive  at  leafl  a 

temporary 
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temporary  check,  and  the  moft  intre- 
pid  WGul4;fl:an4  aghaft,/  . j • - 

^ .*7rr*'  . ] . * , ' 

C>'" 

, We  guard  moft  feduloully  againft 
the  plague,  a.i)d  often  ufe  precaut-ipus 
which -have  been  thought  ,rather  un- 
necelTary  ; but  this  far  more  dreadful 
plague  is  fufiered  t'or.creep  into  fami- 
lies, and  to  pollute  whole’ houfes;'  and 
often  fuccellive  generations.  The  l]3e- 
cies  of  fever  called  plague  creates 
great  alarm^  becaufe  of  the  'numbers 
'who  die"  fuddenly  about  the  fame  time, 
and  who  are  feen  and  known  to  die  of 

I 

it  5 but  if  appears  only  at  certain  times 
and  in  certain  .lituations,  and  in  this 
country  it  might  be  guarded  againft 
and  kept  under  : whereas  the  venereal 
difeafe,'-  at  all  times  and  in  all  litua- 
tions,  invifibly  and  gradually  fteals  in- 
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to  the^perfons  and  families  of  thofe 
who  expofe  themfelves  to  it,  and  fa^ 
greater  numbers  fuffer  from  it  ip  fome 
form  or  other,  or  from  fome  wealcnefs 
or  difeafe  of  which  • it  lays  the  found- 
ation, than  . would  fulFer  from  the 
plague,  were, it  to  vilit  us  as  often  as  it 
does  the  countries  _ that  are  molt  fub~ 

I 

ject  to  it.  '■  , 

W lx  . 

This  is  a llriking  and  undeniable 
fad.  To  make  it  appear,  we  mull  con- 
lider  the  immenfe  numbers  of  profti- 
tutes  that  infeft  the  metropolis,  and  all 
the  large,  and  many  of  the  fmaller 
towns,  belides  many  other  places. 
They  are  a kind  of  refervoir  of  the 
venereal  difeafe.  They  are  all  fome- 
times  afflided  with  it,  and  many  la- 
bour., under  it  almolt  conllantly.  It 

may 
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may  always  te  found- amongft  them  in 

* T * 

great  abundance,*  'and  in  ail' its  forms, 
ftages,  and  varieties. — We'niuft  confi- 
der  the  great  proportion'of  men,  par- 
ticularly in  the  army  and  navy,  \vho 
very  generally  labour  under  this  dif- 
eafe,  and  who,  from  their- way  of  life, 
are  both  more  liable  to  contrail  it,  and 
to  fuifer  from  it. — We  mull  confider  the 
immenfe  numbers  of  young  men,  and  in- 
deed men  of  air  ages,  that  contradl  this 
difeafe^  the  proportion  of  theminwhom, 
through  negledl,  improper  treatment, 
or  fome  peculiarity  of  conftitution,  it 
. degenerates  into  lading  complaints. — 
We  mud  next  condder  the  numbers  of 
moded  women  who  are  difeafed  by 
their  hudiands ; many  of  whom^  from 
delicacy,  will  either  not  mention  their 

difeafe,  or  not  differ  it  to  be  examined, 

and 
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and  therefore  cannot  always  have  it 

V 

properly,, treated,  and  fometimes  not', 
entirely 'rernoved.  — We  mult  finally 
confider  the  numbers  of  families  in 
which  there  is  a fcrofulous  taint,  and 
in  which,  on  this  account,  venereal 
complaints  are  much  more  obfiinate, 
and  often  not  perfedly  curable. 

To  all  thefe  we  mufl;  add,  the  infi- 
nite numbers  of  children  which  are 
< 

produced  by  difeafed  parents,  of  each 
of  the  above  clafles,  either  when  la- 
bouring under  the  difeafe,  or  in  a fiate 
of  diforder  or  weaknefs  confequent  up- 
on it.  Many  children  are  born  with 
the  venereal  difeafe,  and  many  are 
born  weak  and  puny  through  the  weak- 
nefs that  was  brought  upon  their  pa- 
rents by  it.  The  higher  clalTes  of  peo- 
ple are  not  always  exempt  from  char- 
ges 
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of  this  kind,  and  the  lower  clalTes 
are  mod:  notorioufly  obnoxious  to 
them.  A great  majority  of  the  child- 
ren in  the  workhoufes  of  large  towns 
are  in  this  date. 

Much  has  been  faid  of  the  degene- 
racy of  the  prefent  race  of  men,  com- 
pared  with  former  ages.  There  does 
not  feem  to  be  fo  much  truth  in  it  as 
many  have  alTerted,  but  there  is  fome  y 
and  for  the  truth  that  there  is  in  it, 
there  mud  be  fome  caufe.  To  afcribe 
this  degeneracy  altogether  to  the  ef- 
fects of  one  difeafe,  would  not  be  ra- 
tional y other  difeafes,  and  many  of 
our  modes  of  life,  doubtlefs  contribute 
to  it  'y  but  the  venereal  difeafe  has  a 
very  large  diare  in  it.  The  propor- 
tion of  children,  efpecially  in  the  me- 
tropolis 
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tropolis  and  great  towns,  and  indeed 
in  many  other  plaeesj  who  fuffer  from 
fome’  form  hr  confeqnence  of  the  ve- 
nereal difeafe  in  their  parents  or  pro- 
genitors, is  much  larger  than  the  world 
has  ever  imagined.  The  extent  of 
their  fufferings  is  alfo  much  greater. 

The  popular  notion,  that  venereal 
complaints  are  local  and  temporary,  i& 
true  of  them  only  when  they  are  inci- 
pient, and  when  they  are  early  and 
well  treated,  and  with  a fuccefs  which 
we  cannot  always  command.  “ The 
latter  ftages  and  the  more  obftinate 
remains  we  may  perhaps  fubdue, ‘but 
we  cannot  reftore  to  the  body  its  pri- 
ftine  health  and  vigour.  A blafted 
tree  remains  a long  time  hckly,  and 
feldom  continues  to  be  of  the  fame. 

growth 
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growth  with  the  furrounding  trees  of 
the  fame  fpecies.  A fimilar  law  ob- 
tains in  the  animal  (creation.  And  in 
the  human  race  it  is  generally  found, 
that  diminution  and  degeneracy  of 
form  are  attended  with  infirmity  of 
body  and  imbecility  of  mind.  Pa- 
rents in  general  produce  children  like 
themfelves,  fubjedt  to  fimilar  infirmi- 
ties and  difeafes,  pofTeffed  of  fimilar 
abilities  and  difpofitions.  Suppofing 
the  children  of  difeafed  parents,  or  of 
parents  who  are  fickly  through  difeafe, 
to  be  themfelves  fufferers  from  the 
fame  difeafe,  (which  often  happens), 
their  conflitutions  mufl  be  ftill  more 
injured,  and  thefe  injuries  may  be  con- 
• tinued  and  increafed  through  fuccef- 
five  generations^ 


In 
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• In  order,  tlien,  to  take'  a proper 
Tiew  of  the  mifchiefs  done  by  the  ye- 
nereal  difeafe,  we  muft'  (befides'^confi- 
dering  the  pains  and  dangers  with 
which  it  is  attended,  during  its'  conti- 
nuance, or  during  any  method  of  cure) 
confider  it  as  one  of  the  chief  caufes 
Avhich  debilitate  the  human  frame. 
We  mull  confider  that  debility  will 
propagate  itfelf,  and  that,  in  pafling 
from  one  generation  to  another,  . it 
will  probably  be  increafed  by  the  ap- 
plication of  the  fame  caufes.  And'" 
we  fhould  efpecially  confider,  that  de- 
bility of  body  is  nothing  to  the  debi- 
lity of  mind  which  it  induces.  Feeble- 
nefs  of  body  may  be  borne,  by  tempe- 
rance it  may  be  remedied,  and  by 
time  and  patience  it  may  become 
fcarcely  perceptible,  but  feeblenefs  -of  ' 
" mind 
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mind  fruftrates  all  our  liopes.  jTo  do 
the  bufinefs,  or  to!. enjoy  the  pleafures 
of  life,  capacity  and  vigour  are  requi- 
fite.  Feeble-minded  men  rather,  exill 
than  live.  The  profpedts  of  life  are 
open  before  them  in  vain.  . Spedators 
only  of  the  enterprifes,  the  fucceffes, 

■ and  the  enjoyments  of  others,  they 
are  incapable  of  exerting,  and  there- 
fore of  advancing  themfelves.  With  ; 

1 

the  provilion  which  is  made  for  them,  , 
they  muft  in  general  be  content,  and  ■ 
they  muft  fee  wealth,  honour,  and 
pleafure,  fnatched  from  before  them,  ^ 

( 

There  are  perfons  who  in  the  ar-  ' 
dour  of  paftion  would  forego  almoft  any 
advantages  for  themfelves,  but  thofe  ' 
who  can  think  with  indifterence  of 
fuch  profpeds  for^ their  .qhildren,  muft 

be 


) 


il  ,23  1 

be  abandoned,  indeed ! 0£  /uth  gloomy 
profpeds  .it  is  to  be  hope.d',  that  few  - 
who  rufh  into  vice  have  thought  or 
known ; and  it  is  the  more  incumbent 
upon.thofe  who  know  the  immediate 
and  remote,  (the  probable  and;the  pof- 
hble  confequehces"  of*  venereal  com- 
plaints, to  point  them  out.  . 

■ - ' L ' r ' 

Viewing  matters  in  this  ■•light,  it  is 
aftonifhing  that  no  petfon  has  pointed 
out  to  the  young,  the  ignorant  and 
unwary,  the  precipice  upon  which 
they  handy  the  bad  conlequences  that 
muft,  and  the  fatal  confequences  that 
may  follow  impure  coition, — that  no 
perfon  has  -written  exprefsly  and  ex- 
plicitly upon  the  fubjed.  The  para- 
graphs to  this  purpofe,  • fcattered  in 
profeffional  books,  and  often  enveloped 
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in  ^ medical  plirafes,  cannot  be  of  ufe 
to  thofe  who  need  them  moll.  ■ i 

It  is  Hill  more  aftonifhing,  that  the 
deception  of  reprefenting  venereal 
complaints  as  trifling,  and  eafily  and 
infallibly  curable,  fhould  have  pafTed 
unnoticed.  That  it  fhould  have  been 
pradflfed  by  the  vain  and  the  intereft- 
ed,‘is  fuppofable  ; but  that  none  of  the 
profeflion  fhould  have  had  the  candoui, 
the  fuperiority  to  fordid  views,  and  the 
true  benevolence,  publicly  and  plainly 
to  confefs,  that  fome  injury  to  the  cour 
flitution  generally  remains  after  vene- 
real complaints,  and  that  in  many  ca- 
fes they  baffle  all  our.  fkill,— that  none 
fhould  have  avowed  this,  is  very  fur- 
prifing.  'Many  inufl  have  been  fenfi- 
ble  of  it,  and  have  known  that  to 

publidt 
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^ublifli  it  would  be  one  of  the  greateft 
benefits  to  their  fellow  creatures. 
Some  morofe  religionifts  have  appear- 
ed to  treat  the  unhappy  fufferers  from 
venereal  complaints  as  unworthy  of 
reformation,  and  to  treat  even  thofe 
who  were  in  danger  of  falling  into  fi- 
milar  fituations  as  unworthy  of  being 
prevented.  The  venereal  difeafe;  it 
feems,  was  too  grofs  to  be  Ihewn  in  all 
its  horrors,  or  even  to  be  named.  Were 
fuch  antagonifls  worthy  of  a reply,  I 
fhould  fay.  That  if  they  mean  to  be 
Chriftians,  they  mull;  be  difciples  of 
Him  who  “ came  not  to  call  the  righ- 
teous  but  finners  to  repentance.”  I 
cannot  fuppofe,  that  fuch  ideas  have 
influenced  the  liberal  part  of  the  pro- 
feffion  to  negledl  to  refcue  their  fel-^ 

B 3 low 
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low  creatures  frora  the  jaws  of  dellruc- 
tion.  ' 

. 1 » . . . 

The  indolence  of  human  nature, 
the  delicacy  and  difficulty  of  the  un> 
dertaking,.  may  perhaps  account  for 
this  negledf. 

To  attempt  to  convey  medical  know- 
ledge in  popular  language,  is  both  deli- 
cate and  difficult.  [It  is  delicate,  be- 
caufe  fuch  attempts  are  feldom  made 
by  regular  men,  and  are  generally 
made  under  pretence  of  teaching  peo- 
ple what  they  can  never  learn,  the 
caufes  and  cure  of  difeafes.  It  is  dif- 
ficult, becaufe  medical  knowledge  Is  ■ 
exprefled  in  medical  terms,  for  many 
of  which  there  are  no  fynonymous 
words,  and  requires  a previous  ac- 
quaintance 
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quaintance  with  ‘Other,  branches  . of 
fcience,  which  are  feldom  lludied  but 
by  medical  men.  ; 

Notwithftanding-  thefe  difcourage- 
ments,'  as  the  objedl  is  great,  the  at- 
tainment of  it  mull  be  attempted  ; and 
it  is  hoped  that  the  attempt,  made  folely 
from  benevolent  motives,  will  be  view- 
ed with  candour.  By  thofe  who  wilh 
well  to  the  bell  interefts  of  fociety,  it 
will;  and  from  fuch  as  have  felfilh 
purpofes  to  ferve,  the  author  has  nei- 
ther hopes  nor  fears. 

When  forming  the  plan  of  this 
work,  the  greateft  difficulty  that  oc- 
curred was  to  give  it  . fufficient  in- 
fluence while  it  remained  anonymous* 
A writer  who  does  not  give  his  name 

^ 4 may 
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may  demand  attention  for  the  reafon- 
Ing  he  adduces,  but  he  cannot  expect 
credit  for  the  fads  he  relates^  and  the 
opinions  here  advanced  require  great 
fupport  from  fads.  In  this  dilemma, 
the  only  refource  appeared  to  be  giving 
the  conclulions  of  eflablilhed  authors., 
under  their  own  names,  and  in  their 
own  words ; making  only  fuch  alte- 
rations as  might  render  them  more  in- 
telligible to  the  world  at  large.  Nor 
did  this  feem  to  be  making  too  free 
with  their  works,  or  rendering  them 
lefs  valuable  to  profeilional  men.  Nei- 

I 

ther  their  theories  nor  methods  of  cure 
are  borrowed.  Convinced  that  all 
ideas  of  giving  the  difeafed  any  proper 
medical  views  of  their  complaints,  or 
of  putting  them  upon  treating  them- 
(elves,  are  .chimerical  and  hurtful,  the 

compiler 
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compiler  is  the  greatell  dilla.iice 
from  any  fuch  attempt.  On  the  con- 
trary, he  would  ftrenuoufly  advife  all 
who  labour  under  any  complaint,  and 
efpecially  under  one  fo  fubtile  and  in- 
lidious  as  the  venereal,  to  procure  im- 
mediately the  beft  aJiiftance,  and  to 
follow  implicitly  the  dirediions  tha^ 
are  given  them. 

The  authors  that  are  quoted  are  left 
in  the  undiflurbed  polTeilion  of  their 
own  fpeculative  opinions,  and  of  their 
various  modes  of  pradice.  Their  ge- 
neral accounts  of  the  fymptoms,  ex- 
tent, and  duration  of  the  difeafe,  are 
the  only  parts  that  are  made  ufe  of. 
Their  names  are  mentioned  and  their 
words  given,  to  add  weight  to  their 
conclulions,  and  credibility  to  their 

fads. 
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fads.  To  make  extrads  is  always  al- 
lowable 3 and  under  thefe  reftridions, 
and  with  thefe  views,  it  is  rendering  ho- 
mage to  the  authors  rather  than  rob- 
bing them.  , 

I 

The  compiler  mull  premife,  that  he 
does  not  make  himfelf  refponlible  for 
every  phyfological  or  theoretical  opi- 
nion that  may  be  incidentally  quoted. 
They  are  the  opinions  of  refpedable 
authors,  and  he  has  given  them  as  he 
found  them.  The  general  truth  of 
the  pradical  conclulions  is  indifputa- 
ble,  and  this  is  fufficient  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  a work  like  the  following.  He 
mull  alfo  premife,  that  in  fubftituting 
familiar  words  for  foreign  or  techni- 
cal terms,  it  was  impoflible  always  to 
find  fuch  as  were  equally  proper  3 but 

3 they 
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they  are  fufEciently  accurate  for  all 
pradical  purpofes,  and  it  was  his  firfl; 
duty  to  be ’intelligible. 

He  could  ealily  have  coHeded  very 
numerous  teftimonies  to  the  fame  pur- 
pofe  from  many  other  writers,  but 
they  would  have  increafed  the  work 
without  adding  to  the  information, 
Thefe  are  colleded  from  the  belt  wri- 
ters. They  are  fufficient  for  every 
perfon  open  to  convidlon  ; and  for 
thofe  who  are  determined  to  take  their 
courfe,  in  fpite  of  all  remonftrances, 
none  would  have  fufficed. 


The  public  is  now  polTefled  of  a. 
clear  and  popular  reprefentation  of  the 

f 

confequences  of  venereal  complaints. 
Thofe  who  are  influenced  to  prefervc 

their 
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their,  chaftity  by  no  higher  motives, 
may  be  influenced  by  the  fear  of  ex- 
quilite  pain  and  lading  injury.  It  is 
the  duty  of  every  well-wiflier  to  So- 
ciety, to  difplay  all  kinds  of  motives 
to  virtue,  .and  dilTuafives  from  vice. 
We  know  not  which  may  influence. 
There  are  many  who  can  be  influen- 
ced by  none  but  fuch  as  are  here  pre- 
fented.  There  are  fome  who  profefs 
to  diflbelieve  Chriftianity.  There  are 
more  who,  led  by  education,  connec- 
tions, and  habits,  difregard  its  pre- 
cepts. Thefe  cannot,  in  general,  be 
fuppofed  to  abftain  from  promifcuous 
amours,  except  from  a fear  of  injury 
to  their  conftitutions.  To  fay,  that 
we  ought  not  to  deter  them  by  mo- 
tives of  fo  fordid  a nature,  is  to  coun- 
teract the  plan  of  Providence,  which 

has 
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has  uniformly  annexed  ihifery  to  vice, 

t * ^ 

— feeming  to  fay,  that  thofe  who  will 

t 

learn  wifdom  by  no  other  means,  fhall 
learn  it  by  what  they  fuffer. 

^ * 3 i.  > J i / \ i ■ 

' The  young  frequently  abridge  their 
lives,  or  deftroy  all  their  pleafures,  by 
venereal  maladies,  before  they  can  be 

I 

proper  judges  of  right  and  wrong.  At 
this  period,  the  fear  of  prefent  and  pef^ 
lonal  injury  may  have  more  ipfluence 
than  higher  motives.  ' ^ 

To  preferve  or  to  reftore  the  purity 
of  charaders  by  this  conlideration 

I 

•may  be  ufeful  at-firft,  and  niay  render 
them  fufceptible  of  better  principles. 
Were  we  even  fo  illiberal  and  malevo- 
lent as  to  think  the  unchafte  beneath 
our  at);ention  on  their  own  account,  we 

mull 
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muft,  think  it  right  to.  give^  them  every 
poflible  warning  on  account  of  the  in- 
nocent who  .fuffer  through  them.  In 
ihort,  it  is,  on  (every  accpunt,  highly 
important  to  give  a clear  and  full  view 
of  the  effeds  of  the  .venere^].  ,difeafe. 
This  view  may  be-  the  chief  preferya-f 
tive  of  fome,  and  it  may  be  one  ampngft 


thers.  Some  men  are  at^  alT periods, 
and  all  men  are  at  fome  periods,  of 
their  lives,  in  danger  of  running, into  ; 
folly  and  vice;  and  if,  'by  juft  repre-  ' 
fentations  of  their  fatal  effects,  we  can 
.flop  their  progrefs,  we  fliall  do  great 

I 

feryiceto  fociety,  and  we  know  not  to  ; 
what  enjoyments  or  to  what  improye- 
ments  we  may  contribute. 

’ ’ . ’ ' 
Incidental 
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Incidental  remarks  or  pradlical  con- 
clufions.  drawn  by  „ men  of  different 
profeflions  and  purfuits  from  the  fub~ 
jedls  which  they  have  occafion  to  treat, 
have  a much  better  effed;  than  general 
perfualives  to  virtue  or  difliialives  from 
vice.  General  reafonings  are  not  in- 
telligible to  all,  and  they  frequently 
do  not  appear, to  be  applicable  to  par- 
ticular cafes.  The  avowal  of  a moral 
purpofe  often  defeats  its  end.  Of  him 
who  efteems  himfelf  wife  enough  to 
inftrud,  and  good  enough  to  reform  us, 
we  are  fometimes  fufpicious  ; and 
againft  his  arguments  we  are  general- 
ly on  our  guard.  We  expedl  fome  co- 
louring. We  fuppofe,  that,  ex  officio , 
he  will  make  the  moll  of  his  caufe,  and 
confequently  that  he  may  be  liable  to 
advance  fome  alfertions  which  have 

been 


i 

I 
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been  contradi6ted,  and  Tome  arguments 
which  he  does  not  think  the  ftrongeft^ 
He  who  gives  general  admonitions 
muft  defcant  upon  many  fubjedls,  all 
of  which  it  cannot  have  been  his  pro- 
vince to  Itudy  he  mull:  therefore  be 
chargeable  with  > inaccuracies  which 
will  diminifh  his  - authority  and  his 
ufefulnefs.  If  to  thefe  dedijdlions  we 
add,  that  whoever  openly  and  direftly 
contends  with  paflion,  prejudice,  and 
habit,  contends  with  the  greateft  ob- 
ftacles  to  improvement,  we  fliall  fee 
why  moral  writers  have  fo  little  in- 
fluence, and  why  more  may  be  exped:- 
ed  from  thofe  who  only  draw  fair  in- 
ferences from  the  fubjeds  which  they 
fcientifically  treat.  ^ • 

- -i--'  - 
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For  thefe  reafons  I would  ftrenuouf- 
ly  reeommend  the  following  extra<fis 
to  parents,  guardians,  and  to  the  friends 
of  youth  in  general.  They  are  taken 
from  writers  of  great  ability  and  ex- 
perience they  are  fuch  as  the  fubjeds 
naturally  fuggefted,  when  their  au- 
thors had  probably  no  moral  purpofc 
in  view# 

It  is  neceffary  to  caution  the  friends 
of  youth  againft  an  affedled  delicacy, 

I 

and  a ftudious  concealment  of  every 
circumftance  that  has  the  lead  rela- 
tion to  the  pleafures  of  the  fenfes. 
When  young  men  approach  to  man- 
hood,  tell  them  plainly  and  fairly  wha|; 
pleafures  they  may  enjoy,  and  what 
will  be  the  confequence  of  illicit  in- 
dulgencies.  You  cannot  fuppofe^  that 
^ c by 
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by  iiffedling  ignorance  of  pleafures 
which  you  are  known  to  have  enjoyed, 
you  will  keep  your  fons  ignorant.  A 
veil  of  darknefs  and  my  fiery  will  only 
excite  greater  curiofity,  which,  co-  ^ 
operating  with  paflion,  then  extremely  ■ i 
flrong,  will  lead  them  to  vice.  Falfe  I 
delicacy  and  affedled  ignorance 'will 
make  them  hypocritical,  but  not  vir- 
tuous. Fathers  are  often  the  only  per- 
fons  who  do  not  know  the  vices  of 
their  fons,  and  who  therefore  can  have 
no  chance  to  reclaim  them.  Being  ad- 
vanced in  life,  having  felt  in  them- 

4 

felves,  and  feen  in  others  the  propeii- 
"fities  of  youth,  parents  fliould  confider 
that  fuch  propenfities  are  infeparable 
frorn  it  ^ and  that,  unlefs  they  are 
powerfully  counteracled,  they  will 
prove  fatal  to  virtue.  Fathers  fhould 

converfe 
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converfe  candidly  and  famlliarLy  with 
their  fons,  upon  the  dangers  they  have 
efcaped,  or  the  errors  into  which  they 
have  fallen,  the  difeafes  and  miferies 
which  have  overtaken  themielves  or 
their  companions,  the  great  probabili- 
ty that  difeafe  will  ever,  attend  uncha- 
jftity,  that  it  may  not  be  perfectly  re- 
moved, and  that  it  will  leave  debility 
and  unfitnefs  for  the  offices  and  enjoy- 
ments of  life.  In  Ihort,  they  ought  to 
give  all  the  information  which  true 
delicacy  would  permit,  and  which 
their  experience  and  oofervation  could 
fuggeft. 

Magnanimity  will  confefs  paft  faults, 
and  good  fenfe  will  perceive,  that  to 
own  paft  errors  is  a proof  of  increa- 
fing  knowledge.  But  fuppoling  that 

G 2 miltaKcn 
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mifl:ak(ftn  ideas  of  dignity  in  the  pa^ 
rental  relation  Ihould  prevent  fathers 
from  making  an  'honefl  confellion  of 
their  youthful  follies,  their  knowledge  ; 
of  the  world  muft  furnifh  them*  with  h 
many  |a6ts  which  they  might  relate  to 
great  advantage.  If  they  would  put^ 
themfelves  upon  a more  familiar  foot- 
ing with  their  fons,  they  might  often 
prevent  the  lofs  of  health,  virtue,  and 
happinefs.  Youth  is  extremely  fenfi- 
ble  of  candour  and  kindnefs,  and  ar- 

* e ■ 

dent  in  its  friendfhip.  Were  young 

men  treated  lefs  like  children,  and 

% 

more  like  friends  and  companions, 

they  would,  in  many  inftances,  from 

attachment  and  affedlion,  confide  in 

the  experience  and  obferyation  of  their 

fathers  till  they  came  to  years  of  dif- 

cretion.  They  would  not  be  fo  apt  to 

form  ' 
. * • * 
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form  diilblute  acquaintance,  or  to  fan^ 
oy,.  diat  in  fiich  fociety  aloile  they 
could  acquire  a^ knowledge,  or  form  a- 
relifli  jpf  pleafure.  Their  curiofity 
, would  abate  if  they  were  accuftomed 
to  cfonverfe  freely  with  men  advanced 
Ini  life  'and.  knowledge,  upon  the  nature 
oFundiaftity  ; and  their  fears > would- 
increale  if  they  were  plainly' and- fully 
told  its^(  confequences.  There  is-  no- 
thing in  the  followings  pages  which- 
they  ought, not  tO'know.r  By  materials- 
liich  as  thefe,  of  which  the ‘world  furf 
nhhes  great,  abundance,  * their  minds 

I 

I might  be:  fortified,  and  theiu  paflior^ 
i interefted  in  the  prefervatiou,^f  th^ij: 

' health  and  virtue.  If  they  had  fome. 

knowledge  of  this  kind  given  them 

% 

before  they  enter  places  of-  education, 

I (where  impurity  often  takes  deep  root, 

c 3 and 
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ai^d  does  irreparable  mirdiief),  it 
would  be  far  more  ufeful  than  many 
things  which  they  learn. . ( 

- By  vicious  men,  by  interefted  prac- 
titioners, and  by  a few  who  have  for- 
tunately efcaped  any  - bad  confequen-, 

I 

ces,"  it’  will-be'faid,  that  the  following 
cafes'  are  fome  of  the  word:,  and  that 
the  obfervations  exceed  the  bounds  of 
nature  and  truthf  This  I not  only  de- 
ny f but  I can  appeal  to  the  bed  au- 
thorities,'which  will  fupport  me  in  ha- 
ving prefented  a fair  view  of  the  gene- 
ral'edPeds  of  venereal  complaints.'  T 
could  have  adduced  worfe  cafes,  and 
drronger  adertions  5 but  I widied  to 
colled  fuch  as^  would  neither  infpire 
deludve  hope,  nor  excite  unreafonable. 
feaf  Impartial  men  who  have  for 

yearfr- 
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yeats. j had  a large  acquaintance  and 
known  their  fufferings,  and  candid 
pradtitioners  of  nauch  experience,  will 
not  think,  that  I have  overcharged  the 
pidure.  Believing  it  to  be  faithful, 
and  wifliing  it  to  be  ufeful,  I prefent 
it, .to_  the  public.  ~ , 

* : 

. Upon  perfqns  whofe^  habits  are  form- 
ed, I have  little  hope  of  making  much 
imprellion.  Some  parts  they  will  at- 
tempt to  anfwer,  and  what  they  can- 
not anfwer  they  will  condemn.  Paf- 
fion  ftrengthened  by  indulgence,  minds 

filled  with  prejudice,  enfeebled  and  en- 
< 

flaved  by  vice,  . can  neither  difcern 
the  light 'of  reafon,  nor  feel  the  force 
of  truth.  But  to  the  rifing  generation 

thefe  extrads  cannot  fail  to  be  of  fer- 

« 

vice,  if  they  be  properly  confidered. 

G 4 Fevir 
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Few  truths  that  are  fairly  prefcnted 
to  young  minds  are  wholly  loll.  Fot 
a while  they  may  be  forgotten,  or 
their  Influence  may  be  counteradled ; 
but,  like  feeds  fown  before  the  florms 
of  winter,  they  will  fpring  up  in  due 
feafon.  What  fruit  they  may  bear, 
will  depend  much  upon  the  foil,  the 
culture,  and  the  climate  ^ but  that 
they  will  vegetate  Is  certain. 

I would  not  digrefs ; but  I cannot 
omit  two  obfervatlons,  which,  though 
they  do  not  arife  diredtly  out  of  the 
fubjedt,  are  yet  connedled  with  it,  ^and 
which,  if  they  were  duly  weighed, 
would  produce  a very  great  effedl. 

c 

The  firfl:  Is,  That  unchaftity  does- 

not  anfwex  the  end'  propofed.  This 

end 
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end  IS  the  fatlsfa^ion  of  a flrong  and 
painful  pallion,  and  the  procuring  a 
high  degree  of  pleafure.  The  paffion 
is  indeed  gratified  for  a time,  but  it 
foon  returns,  and  with  increafed  vio- 
lence. We  all  know,  that  no  pafiibn 

I 

can  be  governed  by  being  gratified, 
but  that,  on  the  contrary,  it  is  render- 
ed more  headftrong  and  tormenting. 
Can  we  conceive  a more  miferablc 
fituation  than  tliat  of  a man  who  has 
fuftered  any  of  the  principal  pallions 
1 to  gain ' an  entire  afcendancy  over 
1 him  ? He  is  the  Have  of  an  arbitrary, 
cruel,  and  capricious  tyrant.  If  health, 
i circumftances,  confcience,  and  reputa- 
tion, were  not  injured  by  the  indul- 
^ gence  of  the  pafiion  in  queftion,  a wife 
I man  would  rather  chufe  to  fubdue  it, 

I in  order  to  fecure  true  fatisfadlion  and 

tranquillity 


( 


['46  ] 

tranquillity  of  mind.'  -The  intervals 
between  its  gratifications  muft  be  tedi- 
ous and  uncertain.  If  procuring, plea- 
fure  be  the  chief  ohjedl,  the  impatience, 
anxiety,  and  difappointment,  attending 
it,  are  more  than  it  is  worth,  y But,  on 
the  contrary,;,  palfion;  if  it  be  refilled^ 
mayrfoon'be  fubdued.  Like  all  bullies, 
it  is  the  moll  , violent  where-'  it  is 
leafl;  oppofed.,.  Many  vigorous  young 
men  who^  have  refilled  the  venereal 
appetite^  have  found  it  much  more 
manageable  than  they  at  firft  fuppofed. 
In  a ,lhort  time  they  have  not  only 
/oundt  little;  moleftation  from  it,  . but 
felt  -increafing  firength,  cheerfulnefs, 
and  adivity.  We  have  much  more 
power,  over  the  confiitution,  in  this 
and  many  other  refpeds,  than  we  qre 
aware  of.  This  pafiion,  though  by  far 

the 
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the  ftrongefl  in  our  nature,  may  be 
made  to  lie  dormant  with  greater  eafe, 
and  with  more  true  and^ durable  plea- 
fure,  than  it  can  be  when  promifcu* 
oully  gratified^  _ i''..  . 

».’:')  - ' . • ' 1.  . I . . i 1 

The  fecond  obfervation  is,  That  the 
irregular!  and  'p^omifcuous  indulgen- 
ces of  the  venereal  appetite,  in  youth, 
has  a tendency 'to  unfit  the -perfon-for 
the  duties,  and  enjoyments  of  the  mar- 
ried date.  This  appetite  feems,  in  ge- 

• I 

neral,  to  have  a certain,  degree  of 
power,  which,  if  it  bet  once  cxhaufled, 
can  never  beiireflored.  ^ It  does  not 
keep  pace-  with  returning  health,  nor 
even  with  a defire  of  pleafure,-.  |It  is  a 
tender  plant,  which  arrives  at  niaturi-  , 
ty  late  and  decays,  early.^  If_  it  be 
nipped  in  the  bud,  it  may  never  arrive 
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at  maturity  ; and  if  it  it  be  made  to 
bear  fruit  oftener  than  nature  intend-* 
ed,  it  will  wither  and  die.  There  may 
be  ejfceptions;,  but  this  is  the  general 
law,  and  it  will  obtain  evem where  the 
perfon  is  not  injured  by  difeafe. 


But  taking  the  world  as  it  is,  we 
know,^  that  a man  eannot  long  have 
promifcuous  conUed:i'ons  with  women 
without  contradling  the ' venereal'  dif-* 
eafe.  He  may  efcape  it  for  a time, 
but  he  eannot  efcape  it  always^  and 
what  mi-fchief  it  may  do  him  he  does 
not  know.^  It  may  fall  upon  the  or-- 
gatis:  of  generation,'  'in  fuch'  a-manner 
as  to  difable ‘ them  for  ever.  Though- 
we  can  promife  to  deffcroy  its  virulence, 
we  cannot  promife  to  reftore  the  funcr- 
tions  of  the  part.  A lofs  of  fubftance, 
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or  a change  of  organization,  or  a peiv 
manent  weaknefs  may  remain.  But 
fuppofing  that  none  of  thefe  effects  re- 
main, the  general  eiiedis  of  venereal 
complaints,  and  of  promifcuous  coi- 
tion, are  greatly  and  durably  injurious. 
The  fulferer  may  not  for  fome  time  be 
fenlible  of  their  effects,  perhaps  not 
whilft  he  continues  in  a lingle  flate. 
The  remains  of  the  venereal  appetite, 
when  accumulated  by  folitude  and  in- 
crealing  prudence,  may  perfuade  him 
that  he  poflelTes  all  his  priftine  vigour^ 
but  they  perfuade  him  falfely.  When 
he  becomes  fubjed:  to  the  more  con- 
ftant  demands  which  nature  has  annex- 
ed to  the  married  Bate,  he  cannot  an- 
fwer  them.  The  miferies  of  fuch  a 
htuation  may  be  better  cojiceived  than 
they  can  be  deferibed.  If  a m,an  make 


greater 
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greater  exertions  than  he  can  bear,  his 
health  and  fpirits  will  be  undermined, 
and  fuffer  exceedingly.'  Few  fufFerings 
are  more  exquilite  than  thofe.  which 
arife  from  an  overftrained  venereal  ap- 
petite. They  are  anomalous  and  dif- 
ficult to  be  defcribed.  Their  chief 
charadleriftic  is,  that  they  are  feated 
in  the  ftomach,  and  accompanied  with 
thofe  various  and  miferable  fenfations 
which  accompany  fiomach -complaints. . 
They  not  only  prevent  a perfon  fromi 
being  happy  in  himlelf,  but  from  en-- 
deavouring  to  make  others  happy.  It ; 
is  well  known,  that  when  the  body  is  > 
tortured  by  fuch  complaints  as  thefe,, 
the  mind  is  alfo  affeded,  and  rendered  1 
irritable,  peevilh,  and  fretful.  Wer 
charge  many  qualities  and  adions  up- 
on the  mind,  which  we  ought  to  charge 
■ , • upo^ 

I 
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Upon  the  body.  It  often  happens,  that 
men  who  in  their  youth  were  good 
tempered  and  cheerful,  if  they  were 
debauched,  become,  when  they  have 
been  fome  time'  married,  morofe  and  ' 
unpleafant.'  In  thefe  cafes,  we  can, 
in  general,  have  little  doubt  in  afcri- 
bing  the  change  partly  to  the  injury 
which  their  conftitution  has  received, 
and  jDartly  to  their  confequent  unfit- 
nefs  for  the  married  ftate. 

It  will  be  fuppofed,  that  eifeds  fo 
\ deftrudive  of  health  and  enjoyment, 
i mull  abridge  the  term  of  life  3 and  it 
I is  a fad,  that  many  men  lay  the  foun- 
S dation  of  an  untimely  death  by  early 
or  excelTive  venery,  and  iinilh'  the  fu- 
> perftrudure  by  that  moderate  applica- 
c tioh  to  the  pleafures  of  the  marriage 

bed, 
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bed,  which  would  be  fafe,  and  even 
beneficial,  if  they  had  not  formerly 
been  imchafte. 

The  knowledge  of  this  fadt  fuggefts 
two  important  confiderations  : — How 
far  it  ought  to  influence  young  men  in 
their  ponducl, — and  young  women  in 
forrning  matrimonial  connedlions.  But 
to  return  : . 

When  men  who  have  lived  debauch- 
ed lives  do  not  fpend  their  remaining 
flrength,  and  do  not  fatisfy  the  defire^ 
of  their  partners  in  the  married  ftate, 
they  are  apt  to  fiilpedt  that  they  arc 
not  much  efteemed,  perhaps  that  they 
are  defpifed.  Hence  their  minds  be- 
come irritated,  mutual  complacency 
and  domeftic  happiuefs  are  dimmiflir 

ed 
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€d  or  deftroyed.,;. Sometimes  even  jea- 
loufy  takes  place,  and  then  ^ 

“ Sufpicion  and  diftruft  the  paffion  fway,  c . •.* 

And  bend  all  nature  that  uneafy  way.” 

I 

Whether  thefe  fufpicions  be  true  or 
not,  the  wives  of  fueh  men  have  cer- 
tainly great  reafon' for  'diflatisfad:ioii 
and  complaint.  The  moll  modell  and 
'virtuous  woman  ought  not  to  be  ' 
adiamed  to  own,  that  one  motive  to 
matrimony  was  that  the  delires  which 
nature  had  implanted  in  her  might  be 
fatisfied.  If  flie  be  difappointed,  'we 
I cannot  wonder  that  Ihe  fhould  think 
herfelf  ill-treated,  and  that  fhe  Ihould 
fometimes  lofe  her  temper.  If  Ihe 
J have  received  a bad  education,  and 
[ have  ftrong  palllons,  we  can  fcarcely 
) ' wonder  if  die  fliould  tranfgrefs  the 
i bounds  of  virtue. 

D 
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'^To  the  rilk  of  fuch' 'calamities  are 
they  expofed  who  ^ have  hdd idled  them- 
felves  to  uachaflity.", fb  ;■  • TTuij'ciltj?, 

•ii.  viiiJi:v  [ j.  hiiji-i  "4i 

lo Where  men.  will':  not.ilearn  wifdom 
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fromu  thefe  ' confiderations,  i theyj  will 
learn  from'  no  inftmdtor:  but  expe? 
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; . ; PART  SECOND.* 


GONORRHALA,  OR  CLAP. 


SECTION  I. 


Preliminary  Obfe7"vatio?is, 


This  difeafe,  when  it  a'ppears  in  the 
form  either  of  a gonorrhaea  or  a chan- 
cre, differs  very  much  in  the  violence 
of  its  fymptoms  in  different  people. 


In 
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In  feme  it  is  extremely  mild,  in  others 
extremely  violent.  This  does  not  arife 
from  any  variety  in  the  poifon. 

Hunter*. 

I 

It  ought  always  to  be  kept  in  view, 
that  however  mild  the  fymptoms  may 
be  at  firfl,  they  may  very  quickly  and 
unexpedtedly  become  fevere.  BELuf. 


SECTION  II. 

General  Symptoms — Event, 

A GONORRHJEA  or  Clap  is  a dif- 
charge  of  matter  from  the  urethra^ 
(the  pa^Tage  that  conveys  the  urine 
from  the  bladder).  For  the  moft  part, 

this 

* Treatife  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  by  John 
Hunter. 

•J-  Treatife  on  Gonorrhsea  Virulenta  and  Lues 
Venerea,  by  Benjamin  Beei-. 
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this  difcharge  is  preceded  by  fymp- 
toms  indicating  feme  degree  of  in- 
flammation in  the  paflage.  A fenfe  of 
flilnefs  and  tightnefs  is  felt  over  all 
the  under  part  of  the  penis ; the  pa- 
tient has  a more  frequent  defire  than 
ufual  to  void  urine,  accompanied  with 
a peculiar  kind  of  itching  heat  along 
the  palTage,  the  extremity  of  which  is 
more  than  ufually  tender  to  the  touch. 
In  fome  cafes  the  paflage  feems  to  be 
leflened,  the  urine  coming  off  in  a 
Itream  much  fmaller  than  natural  j 
while  in  other  cafes  it  is  forked,  as  if 
the  paflage  was  divided  in  two. 

On  the  running  appearing,  it  ^ 
fometimes  white,  but  for  the  moll  part 
it  is  of  a yellow  green  colour.  In 
forae  cafes  it  is  brown,  refembling  the 

D 3 difcharge 
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difcharge  of  old  fcorbutic  fores,  and 
in.  others  it  conhfts  almofl  entirely  of 
blood, , owing  to  the  erolion  or  rupture 
of  one  or  more  blood-velTels. 

In  a great  proportion  of  cafes,  the 
difcharge  of  matter  and  fcalding  heat 
in  making  water,  are  the  only  fymp- 
toms  which  take  place  3 but  in  others, 
thefe  are  accompanied  with  chordee 
or  painful  involuntary  eredions,  with 
much  uneahnefs  in  the  tefticles,  which 
frequently  become  fo  tender  and  irri- 

■ I 

table  that  the.  flighted;  touch  excites 
pain.  Severe  degrees  of  pain  often 
ftretch  to  the  groins  and  thighs,  and 
in  fome  cafes  over  all  the  bowels,  par- 
ticularly over  the  under  part  of  the 
belly^. 


• 1 ' 
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In  fome  cafes  the  involuntary  erec- 
tions, and  in  others  thefe  pains  ilretch- 
ing  to  the  groins  and  contiguous  parts j 
are  thej  mod  'didrefsful;  fymptoms . of 
the  difeafe.  , I,  have  known  the  • latter 
fo  fevere  as;to  render  the  patient  alto- 
gether unable  to  take  any  kind  of,  ex- 
ercife  ; while  the  painful  eredliony 
which  is  ufually  word  in  bed,  is  apt 
to  deprive  him  entirely  of  deep.rj  r?  ‘ 

■ ; . r 

Beddes  thefe  pains,  the  glands  in 
the  groin  in  fome  indances  fwell  and 
become  hard. 

A . J . 3 ^ 

r' . • ' - ^ 

The  end  of  the  penis  fometimes  be-  . 
comes  red  and  indamed,  and  a yellow  r 
offenfive  matter  oozes  from  its  whole  * 
furface.  In  fome  cafes  this  is  accom- > 
panied  with  evident  ulceration. 
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In  a few  cafes  the  difeafe  fpreads 
backward  till  it  extends  over  the  whole 
length  of  the  urethra,  and  even  to  the 
bladder  itfelf.  The  higher  parts  of 
the  paflage,  and  the  internal  coat  of 
the  bladder  become  alFedled,  and  pains 
.llretch  from  thefe  parts  to  the  kid- 
neys. 

In  fome  inftances,  the  heat  of  urine 
is  fo  fevere  as  to  prove  highly  diftrefs- 
ful. 


In  the  latter  ftages  of  gonorrhaea^ 
along  with  heat  of  urine  and  the  other 
ordinary  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe,  the 
patient, complains  of  fevere  fixed  pain 
in  the  parts  contiguous  to  the  anus,  ac- 
companied with  a fenfation  of  fulnefs 
and  tenfion.  ^-The  defire  to  void  urine 

is 
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is  frequent,  and  it  is  pafled  with  much 
pain  -and  difficulty,  often  drop  by 
- drop. 

/ • 

Perfons,  in  every  ftagc  of  a clap, 
are  liable  to  a painful  involuntary 
credlion  of  the  penis.  It  happens  at 
all  times  of  the  day,  but  moft  fre- 
quently when  the  patient  is  warm  in 
bed,  when  it  is,  in  fome  inftances,  fo 
fevere,  as  to  deprive  him  entirely  of 
reft.  Bell. 

There  is  not  always  a happy  iflue 
I of  a clap.  The  continuance  of  the 
inflammation,  from  wrong  treatment, 
- from  intemperate  habits,  from  natural 
i difpofitions  in  the  conftitution,  will 
i often  fix  more  lafting  injuries,  which 
' will  remain  deftrudive  of  all  com- 
forts. 


1 
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forts,  and  dangerous  to.exiftence,  af- 
ter the  difeafe  that  created  them  has 

» f * . 

4 • 

been  for  a long  time  at  an  end.  Such 
injuries  will  naturally  be  expedied, 
and  filch  varieties  of  them  are  natu- 

• ' 'o-  t 

rally,. to  be  experienced..  They  be- 
come  . intricate  and  obfcure,  .beqaufc 
they  -are  putiof  all  ocular  reach  3jand 
they  are  various,  from  the  variety  of 
the  parts  which  are  expofed  to  inflam- 
mation. . , : rr.,  , FooT*r 


SECTION  III. 

Bife.afis  of^.the  Urethra. 

The  rhofl:  frequent  difeafe  in  the 
urinary  paflage,  is  an  obftrudlion  to 
the  flow  of  urine.  It  happens  both  in 

f 

• young. 

* Obfervations  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  by  Jesse 
Foot. 


young  and  old,  although  moll  frequent- 
ly in  the  latter.  ’ Hunter. 

! ‘ . i V 

A moll  common  caufe  of  obftrudtlons 
in  the  urethra,  is  inflammation  from  a 
clap.  A gentleman  had  an  obftrudlion 
of  the  urethra  which  arofe  from  a clap 
that  he  had  had  at  leafl;  ten  years  be- 
fore, It  proved  fatal.  Foot. 

Mr  Foot  gives  twenty-five  cafes, 
the  greater  part  of  which  are  in  many 
refpedls  fimilar.  Editor. 

j The  worfl;  flage  of  a clap  confifts  in 
the  inflammation  of  the  membrane  of 
the  urinary  palTage,  of  the  glands 
within  it,  and  of  the  neck  of  the  blad- 
der, being  fo  very  powerful  as  to  pro- 
duce a flopping  of  the  difcharge. 

When 
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When  this  is  the  cafe,  there  is  in  ge- 
geral  great  heat  along  the  pafTage,  a 
conftant  propenfity  to  make  water,  a 
dull  continual  uneafy  fenfation,  near 
or  in  the  feat.  The  patient  at  this 
time  cannot  bear  to  fit  down,  nor 
fcarcely  turn  in  his  bed  ^ and  when  he 
^ moves,  he  walks  with  his  legs  ft  rad- 
dled. Throughout  the  whole  fymp-  - 
toms  of  the  venereal  difeafe,  I do  not 
know  a more  critical  fituation  than  the 
patient  is  in,  thus  circumftanced  3 for 
whatever  lafting  injury  is  done  to 
thofe  parts,  it  is  often  entailing  conti- . 
nual  difeafe,  which  baffles  our  power 
totally  to  remove  for  ever  after. 

Foot. 

The  irritation  produced  in  the  uri- 
' nary  paflage  by  gonorrhaea,  is  in  fome 
. * cafes 
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cafes  fo  great  as  to  excite  contraction 
of  the  paflage  in  a very  diftrefsful  de- 
gree. I have  known  the  urine  fo  com- 
pletely obftruCted  by  this  alone,  as  to 
give  caufe  to  fufped;  that  llriCtures 
were  formed  of  the  mod  alarming  na- 
ture^ in  which  no  inftrument  could 
be^  introduced,  but  with  more  forcer 
than  can  ever  with  fafety  be^applied. 

y . toL.  - 

I ■ 

^ • y ■ j. 

There  are  often  fpafmodic  contrac- 
i tions.in  different  parts  of  ^ the  canal, 

I fhutting  up  the  paffage  and  obftruding 
I the  courfe  of  the  urine,  often  not  al- 
I lowing  a drop  to  pafs.  . ' . 

I T < ■ 

1 In  oppofition  to  this  difeafe,  there  is 
i the  want  of  power  of  contraction  (or 
^ palfy)  of  the  urethra  > but  this  is  not 

fo 

' . 
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fo  frequent  a'cafe  as  the  former.  This 
affe(5tion  is  attended  with*"  fymptoms 
contrary  to  ' the  foregoing  V the  blad- 


der 'is  hardly  allowed-to  be  filled,’  but 

'the  water  ^dribbles I’awa'y  mVefifibry '5 
* { : 
or  if  the;  bladder  is'^  filled,  expulfiori 

immediately'  takes  ^placei^  'Sometimes 

*■  r 4 * 

in  fuch'cafes  the  water  will  flow'whe- 
thefThe^  perfon  will  or^'hotv  tHere  hie- 
ing little  or  no  power  of  retention. 


Hunter. 
:1  ir.'/io  tii:  Uijrii 


Obftrudfion  tbThe'Taffag^  of  uririb 

- - * * 

has  long  been  co'nfidefied'  as  'o'he  of  the 
mod:  diftrefsful,  ' as"'  if  "ik  We  ^ of  the 
mofl  frequent  confequences  'of  xlaip.  ' ^ 

Bell. 


i I • V.  ■ i • 


In  cafes  of  ‘a  long  continued’  run- 
ning, the  fkin  that  lines  the  urinary 
t " palTage 


k '1 

paflage'is'apt  to‘be'  fo  fM'axeWthat  fun- 
gous  ^^ektt'efcences  - forin'  ’ in''  difFerent 
parts^  of’itl  X^'Tbefe'thcit  •t^nly^Urnpede'^ 
the-  pafTage-  of  Fhe<  111*1116;  >but,  becoitliil'g^ 
foft  and  tender, u theyilatolafl  Ulcerate 
and  throw  out  very  oom^iiderable^qilan*- 
tities  'of  matter.  This  may  fometiines 
proceed  from  a eonftifiaGibnabaflfedtion'i 
and  therefore  j prove  very  J obftinate/ 
notwithftanding  tho-<fk:iM;of  *thfe  pradii- 
tioner,  and  the  care  of  the'jiatie!ntJ/i  *b 

Bell. 

i Jui  rlrnid  ii  fil 

0 Inftances  often  occur  of- the  inflam- 
mation palfing /along  ' the Jvvhole  courfe 
of  the  urinary  paflTage/hand  fixing'ih 
the  moft  violent  inannermpon  the  pro- 
flate  gland  or  bladder,  ' o/ii  Bell.' 

. '•  l -rjlif:  -j.-'f/firolrtr/m- 
■ i ' ! ■L'/ijo  From 
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From  fwellings  in  the  urinary  paf- 
fage  and  contiguous  parts,  (which  are 
by  no  means  infrequently  the  confe- 
quence  of  a clap),  diftrefs  always  oc- 
curs. Where  they  burft  or  mull  .be 
opened,  the  fores  in  fome  inftanccs 
heal  with  difficulty,  while  in  others 
the  matter  burftst  into  the  pafTage, 
where  it  continues  often  during  the 
life  of  the  patient  to  .excite  a great 
deal  of  diftrefs.  i ^ h 

In  others  again,  it  burfts  into  the 
ferotum,,  (the  loofe  fkin  covexingithe 
tefticles),  and  fromo  thence  into  the 
furrouhding  parts, ^and  openings  form- 
ing in  confequence  of  thisp  commonly 
between  the  ferotum  and  feat,  a very 
troublefome  difeafe  is  produced.  A- 
mong  other  confequences  which  forae- 

times 
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times  occur  from  matter  burfting  from 
abfceffes  in  this  fituation  into  the  con- 
tiguous parts,  it  is  proper  to  mention, 

- that  the  moft  diftrefsful  effeds  occur 
from  its  finding  accefs  to  the  parts 
within  the  body  of  the  penis.  It  ufii- 
ally  fpreads  fuddenly  oyer  the'  whole 
fubftance  of  the  penis } fmall  openings 
take  place  in  different  parts  of  the 
fwelling,  at  which  the  matter  is-dif- 
charged,  and  thefe  are  always  very 
difficult  to  heal  > or,  if  the  matter  does 
not  find  a vent  in  this  manner,  it  either 
burfls  into  the  paffage,  or  the  furround- 
ing  parts  are  apt ’to  mortify. 

When  mortification  occurs  in  this 
fituation,  it  either  foon  proves  fatal, 
or  terminates  in  the  entire  lofs  of  the 
penis for  a flop  is  feldom  put  to  the 

F-  difeafe 
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difeafe  till  all  the  furrounding  parts 
are  deftroyed,  when  amputation  of  the 
remainder  becomes  unavoidable. 

Bell. 


SECTION  IV. 

Stridlures, 

Strictures  are  frequently  the  con- 
fequence  of  gonorrhaea,  and  when 
they  arrive  at  fuch  a height  as  to  im- 
pede the  flow  of  urine,  they  prove  al- 
ways the  caufe  of  diftrefs  and  mifery 
to  the  patient.  By  long  continuance 
they  become  much  more  firm  and  more 
difficult  to  cure.  Bell. 

Strictures  (or  contractions  of  the 
urinary  palTage)  are  never  found  to 

come 
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come  on  during  the  venereal  inflam- 
mation, nor  for  fome  time  after  the 
infedion  is  gone.  T^here  have  been  thir- 
ty ^ and  fometimes  forty  years  between  the 
cure  of  a clap  and  the  heghining  of  a Jiric- 
ture^  the  health  being  all  that  time  perfect- 
ly good,  Hui^TER. 


A perfon  who  in  his  youth  has  fuf- 

\ 

fered  much  from  clap,  is  very  liable  to 
be  attacked  about  the  fixtieth  year  of 
his  age,  or  upwards,  with  ftridures  in 
the  urinary  paflage,  which  are  fome- 
times exceedingly  troublefome  and  ob- 
ftinate,  JBell. 


Stridures  almoft  conftantly  produce 
difeafes  ^in  the  parts  beyond  them  j 
runnings,  inflammation,  and  ulcera- 
)i  tlon.  The  bladder  is  often  aifeded, 

E 2 and 


E 2 
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and  in  fome  cafes  the  kidneys  them* 
feives.  Hunter. 


SECTION  V. 

^ Gleets. 

These  are  runnings  without  inflam- 
mation. They  are  by  no  means  in- 
frequent, and  they  are  often  extreme- 
ly obftinate.  Innumerable  teftimo- 
nies,  both  to  their  frequency  and  ob- 
ftinacy,  might  be  produced.  The  fol- 
lowing may  fufiice.  Editor. 

I 'was  confulted  by  a Nobleman  con- 
cerning a gleet,  with  which  he  had 
been  affedled  for  about  ten  years ^ and 

for  which  he  had  confulted  the  phyfl- 

\ 

cians  and  furgeons  in  feveral  coun- 
tries. SCHWEDIAUER. 


SECTIOIf 
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SECTION  VI. 

i 

Bifeafes  of  the  Bladder. 

In  fome  cafes,  the  bladder  becomes 
afFedled  almoll  on  the  firft  attack  of 
the  difeafe.  The  patient  complains  of 
much  uneafinefs,  which  at  laft  termi- 
nates in  fevere  pain  over  all  the  re- 
gion of  the  bladder,  particularly  about 
the  neck  of  it,  accompanied  with  a 
frequent  and  painful  delire  to  make 
water,  and  often  with  a painful  delire 
to  go  to  lhx)l.  Cafes  of  this  kind  have 
been  miltaken  for  Hone  in  the  blad- 
der. 

After  thefe  alFedtlons,  fome  degree 
of  unealinefs,  and  certain  deranged 
E 3 fenfations, 
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fenfations,  will  often  continue  for  a 
number  of  years.  The  bladder  is  apt 
to  become  much  thickened  and  lelTen- 
ed ; hence,  even  after  all  the  other 
fymptoms  are  gone,  the  frequent  im 
clination  to  pafs  urine  continues.  In 
fome  cafes  this  goes  on  for  years ; nay, 

I hav^  known  it  endure  for  a great 

/ 

length  of  time,  a»d  only  terminate  with 
the  life  of  the  patient.  Bell. 

When  the  bladder  becomes  in  this 
manner  difeafed,  the  ftate  of  the  pa- 
tient is,  for  the  moil  part,  extremely  mi~ 
ferahle ; he  feels  almoft  a cpnflant  de- 
fire to  make  water,  accompanied  with 
fevere  preflure  or  bearing  rdown  upon 
the  affeded  parts.  The  whole  region 
pf  the  loins,  particularly  about  the 
kidneys,  becomes  fo  painful,  that 

2 much 
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much  diftrefs  is  excited  by  whatever 
tends  to  bring  the  mufcles  of  thefe 
parts  into  adlion,  and  the  patient  often 
complains  of  a conftant  inclination  to 
go  to  ftool,  and  of  a frequent  Ihooting 
pain  about  the  feat  and  neck  of  the 
bladder. 

/ 

It  may  be  remarked,  that  this  ftage 
of  the  complaint  feems  to  proceed 
from  the  nature  of  the  infedion  being 
more  than  ufually  virulent,  or  from 
peculiarity  of  conftitution,  and  that 
the  bed  treatment  cannot  always  pre- 
vent it.  Bell. 

When  the  bladder  is  affedled,  very 
difagreeable  fymptoms  are  often  pro- 
duced : it  will  not  allow  the  ufual  di- 
ftenfion,  and  therefore  the  patient  can- 

E 4 


not 
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not  retain  his  water  the  ordinary  time, 
and  the  moment  the  defire  of  making 
water  takes  place,  he  is  obliged  to 
make  it,  with  violent  pain  in  the  blad- 
der, and  ftill  more  at  the  end  of  the 
penis,  exadlly  fimilar  to  what  happens 
in  a fit  of  the  ftone.  If  the  bladder 
be  not  allowed  to  difeharge  its  con- 
tents  immediately,  the  pain  becomes 
ahnojl  intolerable ; and  even  when  the 
water  is  evacuated,  there  remains  for 
fome  time  a confiderable  pain. 

Hunter, 


SECTION  VII. 

Swelling  of  the  Tejlicles. 

A VERY  common  fymptom  attend- 
ing a clap  is  a fwelling  of  the  tefticles. 
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It  is  accompanied  with  confiderable 

pain  in  the  fmall  of  the  back,  and  a 

weaknefs'of  the  loins.  The  bowels 

generally  fympathize  with  moll  com- 

✓ 

plaintS'  of  the  tefticle;  -in  fome  by 
cholicky  pains,  in  others  by  an  un- 
common fenfation  both  in  the  Itomach 
and  intellines  : licknefs  is  a common 
fymptom,  and  even  vomiting  3 the 
powers  of  digellion  by  this  means  are 
impaired,  and  a difpolition  for  the  ac- 
cumulation of  air  takes  place,  which  is 
often  very  troublefomc. 

This  inflammation  of  the  tefticle 
moll  probably  arifes  from  its  Sympa- 
thizing with  the  urinary  palTage,  and 
in  many  cafes  it  would  appear  to  arife 
from  what  is  underftood  by  a tranf- 
lation  of  the  irritation.  Thus  a fwel- 

■ > > ling 
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ling  of  the  teflicle  lhall  remove  the 
pain  in  making  water  and  flop  the 
difcharge»  I have  neverthelefs  known 
cafes  where  the  teflicle  has  fwelled, 
and  yet  the  difeharge  become  more 
violent  5 nay,  I have  known  inflances 
where  a fwelling  has  come  on  after  the 
difeharge  had  ceafed,  yet  the  dif- 
eharge has  returned  with  violence, 
and  remained  as  long  as  the  fwelling 
of  the  teflicle.  A difficulty  of  ma- 
king water,  attended  with  a continual 
involuntary  dripping,  often  accompaT 
nies  thefe  cafes.  Hunter. 

When  a clap  has  either  been  im- 
properly treated,  or  when  much  in- 
flammation takes  place  from  any  other 
caufe,  the  teflicles  are  apt  to  fwell  and 
inflame  ^ and  abfeefles  often  form  in 

i 
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certain 
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certain  glands,  as  well  as  in  other 
parts  of  the  urinary  pafTage.  - When 
tliefe  burft  outwardly,  or  when  the 
urine  by  any  means  finds  accefs  to 
them,  they  are  often  productive  of 
great  diftrefs  to  the  patient  and  per- 
plexity to  the  practitioner,  as  they 
frequently  baffle  every  attempt  that  is 
jnade  for  removing  them.  Bell. 

A fwelling  of  one  of  the  telticles  is 
a very  frequent  occurrence  in  clap.  • 
In  fome  inftances  both  fwell.  The 
fwelling  on  leaving  one,  is  very  apt  to 
go  to  the  other  > and  when  both  have 
in  this  manner  been  affeCted,  they  fome- 

I 

times  fwell  alternately  for  a confiderable 
time  together.  I have  known  this 
happen  for  the  fpace  of  a year  and  up- 
wards, where  the  patient,  during  the 

whole 
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whole  period,'  was  never  completely 
free  of  the  difeafe. 

. ‘ ^ :•  r 

I 

The  firft  attack  is  always  accompa- 
nied with  fevere  pain.  It  begins  with 
a painful  fenfation  in  one  of  the  tefti- 
cles,  flriking  near  to  the  middle  of 
the  back.  The  tefticle  is  fwelled,  and 
fo  tender  that  the  patient  can  fcarcely 
bear  it  to  be  touched.  He  feels  him- 
felf  hot, . and  a general  unealinefs  pre- 
. vails  over  his  whole  body,  particular- 
ly over  his  thighs  and  belly.  Neither 
can  he  move  without  increaling  the 
violence  of  every  fymptom.  In  the 
progrefs  of  the  difeaie,  even  the  tefti- 
cle  itfelf  becomes  hard  3 and  if  the 
means  employed  for  preventing  it,  do 
not  prove  fuccefsful,  the  fwelling  be- 
comes of  confiderable  magnitude,  ac- 
companied 
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compani'ed  with  a red  inflammatory 
afFedion  of  the  fcrotum.  ' 

In  this  hate  of  the  difeafe  the -pain 
is  often  hitenje,  accompanied  with  a 
very  diftrefsful  fenfation  of  the  tefti- 
cle  moving  or  rolling  about.  The 
Ikin  is  dry  and  parched,  the  tongue 
foul,  thirfl  prevails,  and  the  pulie  is 
full  and'  quick.  ^ 

There  is  no  period  of  clap  in  which 
this  affedion  does  not  occafionally 
come  on.  It  occurs  in  all  ft  ages  of 
the  difeafe  ^ even  towards  the  end  of 
. it,  when  both  the  patient  and  furgeon 
j are  apt  to  confider  the  cure  as  nearly 
i complete  : And  in  fome  we  find  it  takes 
;!  place  wliere  no  caufe  can  be  afligned 
for  it,  where  neither  the  degree  of  the 
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previous  inflammation,  nor  the  mode 
of  life  of  the  patient,  were  fuch  as 
could  in  any  fatisfadlory  manner  ac- 
count for  it. 

The  confequences  of  fwelling  of  the 
tefticles,  which  we  have  moft  to  dread, 
are,  a hardened  ftate  of  the  parts, 
which,  even  when  one,  but  more  cer- 
tainly when  both  are  fwelled,  Is  apt  to 
be  followed  by  impotency  ; « and  a 
morbid  irritability,  which  is  fome- 
times  fo  great  as  to  prevent  the  patient 
for  a confiderable  time  from  ufing  any 
kind  of  exercife,  and  from  following 
the  ordinary  occupations  of  life,  with- 
out hazarding  a return  of  the  fwelling. 
Scarcely  any  occurrence  can  prove 
more  troublefome  or  inconvenient  than 
fwellings  of  the  telUcle,  and  an  en- 
. larged 
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larged  date  of  the  upper  and  back 
part,  when  it  takes  place  in  any  conlj- 
derable  degree,  has  in  many  injiances  the 
effect  of  inducing  impotency^  A perma- 
nent fwelling  of  this  part  is  a very 
frequent  effedt  of  an  inflamed  teflicle, 
and  I have  met  with  feveral  well 
marked  inflances  of  dropfy  of  the 
fcrotum  proceeding  from  the  fame 
^3.ufe,  Bjell. 


SECTION  VIII. 

J)ecay  of  the  Tejlicks, 

A GENTLEMAN  had  a clap,  with  a 
buboe,  (a  fwelling,  generally  in  the 
groiA).  A fwelling  of  one  of  the  te- 
fticles  came  on,  for  which  he  ufed  the 
common  methods,  and  feemingly  with 

fuccefs. 


/ 
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fuccefs.  All  the  other  fymptoms 
being  removed,  he  thought  himfelf 
quite  welly  but  fome  time  after,  he 
found  that  the  tefticle  which  had  been 
fwelled  was  become  rather  fmaller. 
than  the  other,  v/hich  made  him  now 
pay  attention  to  it;  this  decreafe  con- 
tinued till  it  wafted  entirely.  For 
fome  years  paft  there  -has  been  no  ap- 
pearance of  a tefticle.  Hunter. 

The  tefticles,  we  find,  are  apt  to  de-*^ 

/ * 

cay.  One  of  them  will  begin  to  lef- 
fen  in  bulk,  and  in  a gradual  manner 
will  either  difappear  entirely,  or  leave, 
only  a thin  membranous  fubftance  in 
its  place.  For  the  moft  part  the  other 
remains  found ; but  I have  known  in- 
ftances  of  both  becoming  alfeded  at 
the  fame  time,  and  .others  where . the  : 

% 


one 
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one  remained  entire  as  long  as  any 
part  of  that  --which  was  firll  affedted 
was  perceptible,  but  where  it  alfo  be- 
gan to ' decay  as  foon  as  the  other  was 
' entirely- deftroyed;  * ' y . • 

..TJ/Tii  . ,V, 

I have  found,  that  thofe  in  whom 
this  affedlion  occurs,  have,  in  almoft 
every  inftance,  been  in  early  life  par- 
ticularly addidled  to  onanifin.  In  a 
few  cafes,  it  has  appeared  as  an  evi- 
dent confequenc’e  of  a fwelled.  tefticle. 
In  fome  infha'nces,  this  jtakes ' place 
while  the  teftiele-  continues  to  the  la-fl 
of  its  natural  degree  of  firmnefs  ^ but 
in  others  it  becomes  foft  and  pulpy,  or 
even  dilTolves  into  a fluid.  It  is  fel- 
dom- attended  with  pain,  the  patient 
being  in  many  inftances  ignorant  of 
■ F his 


his  loft  till  one,  'or  ’ perhaps i both  tefti- 
eles  are  nea;rly-confumeh.j  '1^  , 

siui  7/  ji,  1 i'ij.oo’ioq  zr/r 
cc^Ftnin  is^e?nedyDhas  been 
d'ljcovered  for  putting^.eiiJiop'\tai>  thit  icoMT 
plaint.  Bell. 

Tiojftv  rr  olo/ft  1>vh  J>r-rf- h 1-7 ■ ■:  1 
'h.  iiil.o  ill  ,‘j  i i *ihi  ?iii 

--  ^ -S': i ( !*;■  SE'C-TiON'iy.ri:...ni!  q lov-* 

« V,  ■ * 

. m.  .nillll-'IIJ  ■ f J'.';:.  hr  - . 7;  1.. 

Impotency,  ^ 

~i  3 I'L  'tV.  J 'r77- 


Venereal  \Veakneft,  or  drhpoteiicy , 

though  not- dangerous;  is'  very  -aferm- 

ihg,  and- 'renders  the  mind  of  the'-pa^- 
tient  extremely  uneafy,.'  I have:ire-» 
peate(Uy;obferved  it ; but  in  a parti? 
cular  maimer  in  one  patient,  who.  fe- 

veral  - months  before  diad  been  affeded 

with  a-violent  clapb  The  only  re, 
maining  fymptom  was  now  a total  in- 

ability 


ability -and  want  of' dcfire,  ^wliich'xen- 
derod-  hiin'',  fexYre?m’e’ly  1(5^"  tedi'  ‘ ' I 
judgedi  the'  Com'plaint‘to  proceed'  from 
tHe-  '-Veneteal  Yfioiron^  liirkliig 
boi.y;-'iff3b  eroifi  t)d 

O'iq  jiio'jg  £ oRr-:  c-'-orooptjli.'Oj  tJ!  ar 

■ It  Well  knowix,  Jthkt'dong'^e6iiti- 
riii^  glk^ts,  or  'd'ifchargfe^’  bf  matter 
after^^i'^aiiibiktiOft.'’  has  fublided/  'are 
oft^dsti'  thb^  'cauies^  of  irapotehey,  ' or  a 
depffvatrdii  t)f  tire 'power  df  ' proi^aga-* 
ting'thh'Ipedesjyri'^^^^--'?  ,ii;d 


I n Y jpe b pie  wli  o " 'h  a ve  ■ fuffe  re  d ‘ mile  h 
from  ‘ Frequeht  'return^'  of  goirdrrhaea^ 
paftieirrarly  where"- gleet^  hasbtaken 
jf^lace,  I have  krioWh'  fevdral  dnfta#sfes 
of  the  feed  running  off  fudderily  and 
unexpebledly. 
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The  local  weaktiefs  induced  in  thefe 
part&  by  gleet,  feems  very  much  to 
refemble  the  efFedls  of  onanifm  ; a 
habit  fo  banefjil  to  many  of  our  youth, 
that  I believe  it  to  be  more  deftrudlive 
in  its  confequences  than  a great  pro- 
portion of  all  the  difeafes  to  which  in 
early  life  they  are  liable.  Were  it  to 
prove  hurtful  tOrthofe,only  whofe  felf 
indulgence  gives  rife  to  it,  there  would 
be  lefs  caufe  to  regret  the  effeds  of  it ; 
but,  befides  rendering  the  parent  him- 
felf  miferable,  it  evidently  entails  the 
higheft  diftrefs  upon  pofterity,  by  ge- 
nerating languor,  debility  and  difeafe, 
inftead  of  that  ftrength  of  conftitu- 
tion,  without  which  there  can  be  no 
enjoyment, 

I have 
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I have  had  fo  many  indances  in  the 
courfe  of  my  own  practice,  of  confU- 
tutions  being  irretrievably  ruined  by 
indulgence  in  the  habit  of  which  we 
are  now  fpeaking,  that  I cannot  avoid 
in  the  ftrongeft  manner  giving  my 
opinion  of  it.  A very  diftrefsful  ftage 
of  feminal  weaknefs  is  the  frequent 
confequence  of  gonorrhsea  and  gleet. 

Impotency,  whether  it  has  been  in- 
duced by  onanifm,  or  whether  it  be 
the  -confequence  of  gleet,  Ihould  be 
diftinguifhed  into  two  ftages  : The 
one,  fo  far  as  I have  feen,  being  of  a 
Q nature  that  does  not  admit  of  any 
^ certain  remedy. 

Bell. 

f 3 
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Blihdnejs. 


M j , 


jr;r  . 


I MUST  not'Ojnit.to  mention  a difeafeJ 

> <3 


perhaps, . the  moft,  melancholy  of. . all 
venereal  c.omplaints-  whatever,  a vib-* 


lent  kind  ;of  inflammation  in  one  or 
both  eyes,  frequently  accompanied 
with  a difcharge.  q£;.n>atter,  entirely 
flmilar - in^j  colour,  and: i cpnfiftence, -.to, 
that  of. a { clap,  nnd  generally  termina- 
ting‘in  perfe(fl  blindnefs^  and  in  other 
cafes',  inftead.pf  an,. inflammation  in. 
the  eyes,  a more  or  lefs 'perfebl  ■ deaf- 


Though  I am  by  no  means  able  to 
account  for  thefe  complaints  fuddenly 

following 
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follgwing  the  fiippreffion.  of  gonorr- 
haeas,' L am  convinced  of  the  fadtp 

I " 

A r.^SCHWEDIAUER.  : 

y I i . a • ; ^ i _ . . ; . . » i ^ ! I 

4 

There  are  two  fpeeies  of  venereal 
inflammation  of  the  eyesf..  The  one 

• , • * I 1.  i ’ .*  / 

^ A 

comes  on  gradually,  and  arifes  from  a 
tainted  mafs  : The  other  is  the,  mofl. 
acute,  violent,  and  dangerous,  of  any 
I know  of. 


./  » 


I have  feen  three  inftances  of  this 

dreadful  diforder,  of  which  every  one 

' proved  fatal  to  the  fight  of  the  fuffer- 

er.  In  two  cafes^  both  eyes  were  af- 
: •.  '•  .i:  in  /Jnr-.i  "■•orr.*  M • 

febted  ^with  blindnefs ; . in  the  third, 

one  eye  was  affected  immediately,  but 

feyeral,  years  -afterwards  tlie  iight  of 
• n.iiy  Ic : 

the  other  jalfo.  was  loft,  and  as.it  feein- 

1 Ji.j2  1 

ed  without  an^  apparent  caufe. 

ScHWEDIAUER. 
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Venereal 
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Venereal  inflammation  of  the  eyes 
is  fometimes  fo  painful  as  not  to  bear 
the  light,  but  mofl:  frequently  other- 
wife  ; and  this  lafl;  fpecies  is  more 
dangerous  than"the‘firfl;,  becjiufe  when 
a patient  fuffers  little  pain  from  light, 
he  is  apt  to  neglect  the  difeafe  3 by 
which  the  proper  time  for  removing  it 
is  too  often  loft.'  In  two  inftances  of 
a negledt  of  this  kind,  I have  known 
incurable  blindnefs  follow. 

Howard, 

j • 

1 

The  gonorrhaea  of  the  eye  is  one 
of  the  mofl:  acute,  inflammatory,  pain- 
ful and  deflrudive  attacks  which  can 
be  endured  ; in  comparing  it  with  the 
whole  clafs  of  aciite  difeafes  that  lo- 
cally affed:  human  parts,  I am  not 
‘^ble  to  recoiled  another  equal  to  it, 

in 
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in  rapidity,  torture,  or  deflrudHon. 
Two  cafes  of  this  unhappy  attack  have 
come  before  me ; in  the  firft  the  eye 
was  loft,  and  in^ the  fecond,  from  time- 
ly treatment,  and  from  being  aware  of 
the  nature  of  the  complaint,  the  eye 

t 

was  with  difficulty  faved.  Foot. 


SECTION  XI. 

Irregular  Symptoms* , 

The  inflammation  of  a clap  is  ac- 
companied with  pain  and  the  forma- 
tion of  matter.  The  neighbouring 
parts  fympathize,  a variety  of  fymp- 

toms 

* By  thefe  are  meant,  not  fuch  as  do  not  conftant- 
ly  occur,  for  many  of  the  above  fymptoms  are  by  no 
means  conftant,  but  fuch  as  cannot  be  clalTed  under 
any  particular  name. 


V. 
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toms  are  pfodviGed  ;i  an  uneaiiiiefs  par- 

4 

taking, of  forenefr  and  pain  ; the  ■tefti-i 

cles/the  regdoniofiihe  feat,i  the  kips, 

become  ‘difa^reeakly  l ferifible  ^ito  the 

patient.  K There  are  fometimes " foiall 

fwellings  in’-fhe  groin.’  I haveiifeeh 

cafes  where  the  irritation  j has  caufed 

pain  in  the  thighs  and  the  lower  part 

of  the  belly,  fo  -that  the  patient  has 

been  obliged  to  lie  quiet  in  an  hori- 

- ^ 

zontal  pohtion  ^ the  pain  has  at  fome 
times  been  fo  conliderable  as  to  make 


him  cry  out,  and  the  parts  have  been 

- i ■ £ ')  ’ 1 3 ‘ " '’lin  i ■' i;  ' 

very  fore  to  the  touch.  ,1  knew  one 

im.rr  . 

gentleman  who  never  had  a clap  but 
liie  .cri‘  • ' .T  ■ ...il,  • <■ 

he  was  immediately  feized  with  rheu- 
'!/  ■ ; . :i,u  . • £ : J 

matic  pains  ^ and  this  had  happened 
ieveral  times. 


p.  o - i\jh  -.h  if.  rf-,  .1  •; 


1 n:  * c:‘ ioi;  'ini  Jitnlrno"  ?r  ::r 
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This  difeafe  .fometiihe'S  p'rodnces* 
very  uncommon  fymptoms  ; A gentle- 
man had  a clap;;  and  when  the  inflatti^ 
riiatory-  fymptoms  were  abating^  the 
urinary' pafTage  loft  the  power  of  re- 
taining the'  urine.  His  water  came 
away  involuntarily,  nor  could  he  ftop 
it.  ..  Th'e  complaint  gradually  leftened, 
and  in  time  went  entirely  off*  * . 

' .'V  • ■ : ^.1  / . ■•■■■ 

a 'It  .often  happens  after  the  poifon  is 
deftro.yed;  and  the.  venereal  inflam- 
mation'^ removed, ' that  fome  one,  < two, 
or  more  of  the  fymptoms  .fhall  conti- 
nue, and  perhaps  prove  more  obftinate 
than’  the  original  difeafe' iffelf fome 
of  them,  fliall  continue  through  life,  and 
even  new  ones  Ih'all  fometimes  arife  as 
foon  as.thc  firft  fubfide.  ^All  thefe' 
fymptdms  are ■« 'commonly  imputed  by 
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the  patients  themfelves,  and  what  is 
ftili  worfe,  either  ignorantly  or  illibe- 
rally by  fome  of  the  profeflion,  to  the 
original  difeafe  having  been  ill  treated, 
or  as  is  vulgarly  faid  ill  cured.  But 
certainly,  fo  far  as  we  are  yet  ac- 
quainted with  the  difeafe  and  method 
of  cure,  this  is  not  true  ; for  the  me- 
thods of  treatment,  though  numerous, 
may  be  faid  to  be  very  limilar,  and  we 
fhall  find  thefe  fymptoms  not  to  be 
eonfequences  of  any  one  mode  of 
treatment,  but  that  they  happen  indif- 
criminately  after  them  all.  ( 

-j  ; i 

Strange  kind  of  fenfations  continue 
in  the  urinary  palTage.  A gentleman 
had  contraded  a clap,  of  which  he 
was  cured  j but  for  two  years  after, 
many  of  the  fymptoms  Bill  continued, 

and 
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and  even  with  confiderable  violence. 
The  fymptoms  were  the  following  : 
a frequency  in  making  water,  and 
when  the  inclination^came  on  he  could 
not  retain  it  a moment  ; a draining 
and  pain  in^the  bladder  after  .voiding 
it p conftant  pain  in  the  region  of 
the  bladder  ; a fhooting  pain  in  the 
urethra,  which  extended  often  to  the 
feat ; ftrange  fenfations  in  the  region 
of  the  feat ; . a fenfe  of  wearinefs  in 
the  tefticles ; and  if  he  at  any  time 
prefTed  his ' thighs  clofe  together,  it 
brought  on  pain.  » It  was  fuppofed 
that  he  had  the  done.  \,The  irritation 
of  the  bladder  fometimes  continues 

t 

after  every  other  fymptom  is  gone, 
and  it  may  be  an  attendant  upon  all 
or  any  of  the  other  continuing  fymp-  ' 
toms ; it  feldom  lads  with  the  fame 

violence, 


violence,  although  'it  'is;. often  very 
trouhlefome.O"'  Hunter.'"' 

^ ,!;-n  if  , 

f - 

Vlt'  fometimes  happensjo  that  J great 
diHrefs.  remains  long  . :afterf  the  dif- 
chafge/  and  other  >ileadihgi  fymptdms 
of  gonorrhaea,  afe  femavedurr'Without 
aiiy  fixed  .paipji a patient  fud-» 

denly  feized  with.^  uneafin'efs/  over  • his 
loins  y painfiil  ? feelings  over.'  all  the 
region  of  the)  bladder,,  particularly 
about  the  neckiof  iti;  a fenfe  bf°wea- 
rinefs  in  the-region 'pfiithe /kidneys j 
which  ifometimes  becomes  .much  pain4 
ed  V a rebnfiderable  degme!>of  utieafi- 
nefs  over  the  whole* courfe’  of.  the  uri* 
nary  palTage/^pafticularly^  about  the 
end,  and  a painful  fenfation  of  rolling, 
and  other  unufual  motions  In  the  tefii- 
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In  fome  cafes,  thefe  fyiiiptomsfrare 
corijoined^  witfe-aCe^^  .pf  the  , fep- 

mach  j andr  bQw.el'S.''»rf j Ino^ifferentLiR- 
ftaiice>s^iJ  hayi^-kjipwiX'ifeckji-efs  and  vp^ 
mitingi  ferccee'd'fjto  that;jpainfijl  f;unelihf- 
nefs  tb ' whdchj  .patients  ipf this^fituatioh 
are  jfean^tiAs  iiahle/ini  the;  kidneys,  d'r 
iitf  yinnhij  brrn  *i3b[)£id  ed-;  'C  .'dr,:: 
.Diftrefsfiil'.:{fiaelings  ■ aiboyer  the  feat 
frequentlyvoccnr,  ,whieb.giYe  caufeto 
futped:, ' ’ in"  fome  inftancesy  'that  they 
proceed  from  .piles,  land  in  other, s from 
fwellings  forming  ‘ in  the  end  pf^  the 
gut.  A. .painful  deiire.ito  go  to’fto^ 
iDften  accompanies  xthis-  ifeti.of  fymp^ 
iom^  jx?;  di  3'it: 

:ui:-r /:  -j:h 

■ In  fame,'  almofl  .e.veryjlymptoin.^QC- 
cnrs..  which.  - ufually  take.s  place:  ' in 
done  in  the  bladder.  A, dull  heavy 


/I  .iv".) 


pain 
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pain  is  felt  at  the  neck  of  the  blad- 
der, which  'fpreads  along  the  paflage, 
and  fixes  upon  the-  end.  The  patient 
is  diftreffed  with  frequent  defire  to 
pafs  water,  and  in  palling  it’  it  often 
flops  fuddenly'  when  coming  off  in  a 
flream.  In  a few  cafes,’;  fymptoms  of 
palfy  of  the  bladder  and  urinary  paf- 
fages  occur.  The  patient  at  one  time 
finding  it  difficult,  or  even  impof- 
fible  to  force  urine  out  of  the  blad- 
der, while  at  others  it  runs  off  in 
drops,  without  his  being  able  to  retain 
it.  Thefe  fymptoms  frequently  refifl 
every  remedy  * employed  to  remove 
them.  In  fome,  they  are  fo  fixed  and 
permanent,  that  the  patient  remains 
in  a flate  of  conflant  diflrefs,  and  ex- 
periences fuch  a degree  of  it  as  he  is 
fcarcely  able  to  fupport. 


Even 
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iEven  in  the  .mofl;  firm-minded  ;peo- 
ple,  thefe  fymptoms  prove  frequently 
very  diftrefsfnl ; but  where  the  mind 
‘is  weak,  and  the  imagination  eafily  af- 
fedted,  they  arrive,  ;in  fome  infiances, 
at  the  mofi  alarming  height.  ^n 
whatever  degree  they  may  sappear, 
they  -are  attributed  ’to  the  preceding 
difeafe  having  either  been  improperly, 
treated,  mr  not  .completely  cured  ^ and 
when  this  occurs  in  a mind  prone  .to 
fears  and  anxiety,  the  difirefs  which 
they  are  apt  to  excite,  is  in  feme  m- 
I fiances  fo  great,  as  can  fcarcely  from 
I fuch  a caufe  he  fuppofed  :to  exifi. 

I iWhether  a courfe  of  mercury  he  adr- 
I -vifable  or  not,  ithe  patient  isihever  fa- 
I tisfied  till  itihe  jprefcribed,  for 'bents 
i always"' afraid  that  his  confiitution  will, 

5 he  ruined iif  it  he  omitted.  When  he 

d«es 


G 
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does  not  get  well  under  it,  as  is' the 
'cafe  in  moll  inflances,  he  then  be- 
lieves that  he  is  incurable,  and  that 
his  fituation  is  defperate.  All  varie- 
.ties  of  noftrums  are  now  had  recourfe 
to  > by  the  effed  of  thefe,  and  ftill 
more  by  the  agony  of  mind,  under 
which  he  labours,*  his  conftitution  at 
lafl  begins  to  fuffer , he  gradually  be- 
comes weaker  and  emaciated ; and  if 
his  life,  is  prolonged,  it  is  almofl;  al- . 
ways,  a fcene  of  anxious  inquietude 
and  diflrefs.  The  ,caufe  of  all  or  any 
of  .thefe  fymptoms,  it  is  often  impofli- 
ble  to  explain.  , They  are  met  with  as 
frequently  where  the  difeafe  has  been 
of  a -mild'  nature,  and  where  it  was 

f 

.-cured  in'  an.eafy  manner,  as  where  it 
.has  been  -fevere  and'  obftinate.  We- 
are  not.  to.Tuppofe, . that  fymptoms  of 
, , this 


\ 
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this  kind  are  always  ideal,  tne'rely 
from  our  not  being  able  to  account 
for  them,  or  from  the  previous  clap 
having  been  of  fueh-  a mild  nature  as 
we  imagine  ought  hot  to  have  projiu- 
ced  them.  I have  met  with  inftances 
of  this,  where  the  previous  ’ difeafe 
was  exceedingly  mild,  and  where  iio 
obvious  affedtion  of  the  parts  was  per^ 
ceptible,  and  where  yet  the  violence 
of  the  diftrefs  was  in  fuch  a degree 
as  kept  the  patients  in  a date  of  con- 
ftant  mifery.  ' Bell. 

' ^ 1 --N  » • 

• i *•  . , , . . 

V 

r * 

A painful  and  frequent  defire  to  go 

to  ftool:  often  takes  place,  and,  in  fome 
* ** 

inftances  to  fuch  a difirefsful  height 
as  adds  greatly  to  the  mifery  of  the 
patient.  Even  in  the  commencerhent 
©f  the  difeafe,  the  pain  in  rriaking 
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^vater  is,  in  rfome  Inflances,  fo  fevere 
as  to  excite  heat,  and  other  fymptoms 
of  fever  ^ and  > in  the  more  advanced 
flages  of  it,  I have  known  the  fever 
rife  to  a.  very  alarming  height.  : 

On  examining  ^the  parts  affeded, 
the  penis  is,  for.  the  .moft  .part,  in  a 
hate  of  ntendernefs  and  irritability, 
and  on  compr effing  the  parts  about  the 
.feat,  a fenfe  of  ;pain  arifes,  and  the 
proflate  gland  is  found  confiderahly 
fwelled,  and  in  fuch  a date  of  .irrita- 
bility that  it  can  fcarcely  bear  to  be 
touched.  .Even  the  lllghteft  degree  of 
.this  affedion  excites  much  uneafinefs, 
and  .the^defire  to  pafs  water  . feldom 
ceafes.for  above  a . few  minutes  toge- 
ther ; but  when  the  difeafe  has  been 
of  long  duration,  the  probate  gland 

becomes 
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becomes  often  fo  much  fwelled  as 

< 

nearly  to  obftrudi  the'  difcharge  of  u- 
rine  as ‘completely  as  when  the ‘urina- 
ry paflage  is. entirely-  flopped^ 

Frequently,  indeed,  the  inftruments 
employed  for  removing  a fuppreilion 
of  urine  cannot  be  ufed,  for  the  gland 
is  fo  much  fwelled  as  to  obliterate  the 
paflage  almofl;  entirely,  and  their  ufe 
is  either  impradllcable,  or  at  beft  diffi- 
cult and  uncertaiiii  It  is  in  the  com- 
mencement only  of  this  affedlion,  that 
iny  material  advantage  is  derived 
from  the  interference  of,  art,  and  it  is 
a difeafe ‘Which,  in  the  more  advanced 
ftates  of  it,  excites  the  greatefl:  poffi- 
ble  diftrcfs.  Bell. 
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.When  a blood  veflel  of  any  magni- 
tude burfts  in  the  urinary  pafTage,  as 
foinetimes  happens  when  the  inflam- 
mation runs  high,  fuch  quantities  of 
blood  are  difcharged  as  prove  highly 
alarming.  I have  known  different  in- 
ftances  of  three  or  four  pounds  of 
blood  being  difcharged  in  the  fpace  of 
a few  hours. 

The  inflammation  • of  the  end  of 
the  penis  fometiines  terminates  in 
mortification. 

' In  fome  cafes  of  clap,  the  fkln  co- 
vering the  end  of  the  penis  is  obliged 
to  be  laid  open,  or  to  be  amputated  j 
and  it  is  not  always  that  this  operation 
delivers  the  patient  from  pain  and  di- 

I 

flrefs^  The  end  of  the  penis  and  the 

fkin 
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fkin  with  which  it  is  proted:ed,  are 
frequently  attacked  with  warts  on  the 
termination  of  gonorrhaea.  They  rife 
in  fmall  points,  which  gradually  be- 
come larger,  and  frequently  fo  nume- 
rous  as  to  cover  a 'conlidorable  part 
of  the  penis. 

In  fome  cafes,  they  are  firft  per- 
4£eived  in  the  urinary  pallage. 

Bell. 


secTion'xii. 

Length  of  Time  after  which  InfeSHon  may 
appear^— and  he  communicated. 

The  generality  of  men  feel  the 
firft  fymptoms  of  a clap  on  the  fecond, 
third,,  or  fifth  day  after  an  impure 
coition  y but  there  are  cafes  where 

^ 4 they 
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they  are'  iKJt  obferved  till  after  a« 
many  weeks  or  months,  I was.  con- 

I 

fulted  by  a perfon  i-n  whom  a violent 
difcharge  took  place  four  weeks-  after 
infe6bion ; though  during  all  that  in- 
terval he  felt  not  the  leaft  fymptom 
of  the  dlfeafe.  A young  man  went  to 
the  Eafl  Indies  feemingly  in  perfect 
health,  but  on  his  arrival  in  that  hot 
climate,  after  a voyage  of  four  months' 
a violent  gonorrhaea  broke  out  before 
he  went  on  fhore,  though  he  could 
have  received  no  infedion  during  the 
voyage,  as  there  was  not  a woman  on 
board.  Schwediauer. 

A young  woman  continued  two 
years  in  the  Magdalen  Holpital.  The 

moment  die  came  put  Ihe  was  picked 

>>>  1’- 

PP 
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up  by  one  who  was  in  waiting  for  her ; 
and  file  gave  him  a clap*. 

. .i  -."VT^ 

A gentleman  received  a clap  In  the 
beginning  of  ApriF  1780,  which. had 
dlfappeared  by  the  firfl  of  June.  Sep- 
temberr  the  firft  he  married,  and;  com- 
municated the  difeafe  to  his  wife.  ‘ 


If  ir  be  true,  tas-  is-  aflerted  In  the 
Voyage  rounds  the  W orld’,  that'  the  ve-^ 
nereal  difeafe.  was  carried;  to  Otaheitef 
it  fhews  that'  It  can  be  long!  retained^ 
after  all;  ideas  of  its'  exiitence  have 
Qeafed.  . Hunter..  ’ 

SECTION 

« Theca  are  frequent  li^ajxces  of  men  reoeiving 
claps  from  women  who  have  been  long  apparently 
wdl:  It  is  often  difficult  to  fay  when  they  are  really 
well.  The  poifon  leems  to  retain  fuffipient.acrimpnyr 
to  infed  others,  when  it  no  longer  injures  themfelves. 

Editor. 


s 
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SECTION  XIII. 

» 

f • « • , » • •«  * > f 

, Duration  of  a^  Clap^—and  of  fome 
^of  its  EffeBs. 

: , , ' •(-!’'  'i ; i / f ••  ■ 

I MIGHT  mention  various  inftances 
of  married  men,  who,  from  a clap  con- 
tradled  in  youth,  have  frequently  du- 
ring life  'experienced  numerous  returns 
of  the  difchargCi  > In  fome  of  thefe  it 
will  be  abfent  for  feveral  weeks,,  nay. 
for  months' together  ^ while  in  others, 
ft  has  not  .difappeared  for  more  than  two 
or  three  days  at  otice^  during  the  /pace  of 
twenty  years. 

Although  patients  have  been  long 
accuftomed  to  this  difcharge,  they  can 
never  look  upon  it  with  indifference  5 
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they  all  find  it  troublefome  and  di- 
ftrefsful,  and  are  therefore  anxious  to 
get  free  of  it,  It  is 'particularly  apt 
to  lay  the  foundation  of  fome  very  ob- 
flinate  and  perplexing  aflediions  of  the 
urethra.  : Bell." 

. ^ i I » • . • . • f . ■ • j • . j ■ 

I 

■ ■ iL  1:  . . , • ’ ■ • . ^ . 

'A  hardnefs  of -the  upper  and.  back, 
part  of  the.tefticle,  often. remains  long 
after  every  other  fymptom  is  removed, 
and  may  continue  even  for  life.  / 

Hunter. 


From  fw'ellings  of  the  proftate  glan'd 
few  recover.  . Bell;  • ' 


section' 
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■ SECTION  XIVi 


1 ; 


Difficulty  of  Cure.. 


Every  candid  praditioner  will  ad^’^ 
mlt,  that  inftances  occur  of  different 
fymptoms  proving  obftinate>  ndtwith- 
flanding  oarefiil  and  attentive  ap- 
plication^of  every  remedy  with  which* 
we  are  acquainted. 


Whenever  the  higher  parts  of  the 
urinary  pallage  are  affed:ed,  particu- 
larly thofe  about  the  neck*  of  the 
bladder,  the  running  in  almofl  every 
inflance  proves  obflinate.  Even  our 
moft  powerful  remedies  in  other  cafes 
of  clap  are  here  doubtful  in  their  ef- 

feds.  Hence  no  certain  opinion  can 
' be 


2 


it  ^13  Q 


be  formed  of  the  event  of  the  difeafe. 
When  thefe  deep-feated  parts  are  af* 
feded,  the  difeafe  proves  always  te- 
dious, whatever  the^liabit  of  body^may 
be,  but  it  necelTarily  proves  much 
more  fo  when  the  conftitution  labours 
under  any'general  affedion,- particular- 
ly when  fcrofula  .-prevails,  than  when 
the  patient 'is  found  and  healthy.  .In- 
deed a fcrofulous  taint  exifting  with 
the  mod  limple  cafe. of -clap,  is  apt  to 
render  it  obftinate.  In  the  greateft 
number  of  patients  of  this  defcription, 
the  difcharge  goes  ohfor  a great  length 
of  time,  and  refills  the  effed  of  every 
remedy  we  employ  to  remove  it*.  ’ 

5 . When 

* This  fa£l  will  appear  to  deferve  ferioxis  atten- 
''tion,  if'  we  conlider  how  very  general  a fcrofulous 
tain,t  is.  Editor, 
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' When  the  proftate  gland-'  becomes 
fwelled  and  inflamed  in  any  cbnfider- 
able  degree,  no  remedy  can  be  depend- 
ed upon  for  removing  it.  After  a long 
courfe  of  "^time  it  will  fortietimes  be 
diminiflied,  but  this  happens  more  fre- 
quently without  our  being  able  to  ac- 
count -for  it,  than  as>a  neceflary  con- 
fequence  of  any  medicine  ufed.  1 

In-  the  commencement  of  this  af- 
fedlion,  the  paffage'of  urine  ds  often 
much  o'bftrudted,  but  in ' its  more  ad- 
vanced flages,  this  in  fome  cafes  comes 
to  fuch  a height  as  to  be  unfurmount- 
able,'  - ^ - Bell.  . 
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SECTION  XV. 

Tendency  to  produce  other  Bifeafes. 

A CLAP  either  produces  or  is  fup- 
pofed  to  produce  many  diforders  be- 
iides  thofe  already  mentioned,  and 
which  are  totally  different  from  the 
eriginal  difeafe. 

Molt  of  thefe  difeafes  attack  men 
advanced  beyond  middle  age,  although 
many  if  not  all  of  them  are  at  times 
found  in  younger  men. 

Hunter. 
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• PART  THIRD.  . 

THE  VENEREAL  DISEASE, 

OR  CONFIRMED  'POX.  . 


SECTION  I. 


Preliminary  Ohfervations, 

Various  definitions  have  been  gi- 
ven of  the  venereal  difeafe,  but  the 
fymptoms  are  fo  numerous  and  com- 
plicated, that  no  definition  fufficlently 


H 


accurate 


I 
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accurate  can  be  given  of  it.  In  fome 
inftances  it  appears  in  a particular  fpot 
only,  ,and  continues  apparently  local 
for  a great  length  of  time  ; while  in  a 
great  proportion  of  cafes,-  it  foon  com 
taminates  the  whole  fyftem,  producing 
a greater  variety  of  fymptoms  than 
perhaps  any  other  difeaie  'with  which 
we  are  acquainted.  Bell. 

I 

There  Is  no  difeafe  fo  full  of  variety 
as  the  venereal.  The  fubtilty  of  the 
poifon,  when  once  it  has  taken  poflef- 
foil,  cannot  be:  difputedi*  It  is  owing 
to  the  uncommon  fubtilty  of  the  ve- 
nereal  poifon,  and  the  power  which  it 
has  of  attacking  every  component  parr 

t 

of  the  body,— to>  the 'i irregular  adion 
of  the  poifon'onieach  part,dn  point  of 
fucceflion, — tO'  the  length  of  time  it 

will 
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will  remain  without . difcovering  it- 
felf,— :td ' thie.  progrefs  of  it  * non  being 
definable  under  any  fixed  iperiods, — to 
its  ^ afiimilatidn  oh  various  parts  to 
other  difeafesl  which  fuch  parts  are 
liable  to, — that  fo  many  difputes  have* 
engaged  authors.  Foot. 

When  the  venereal  poifon  has  taken 
full  poiTellion  of  the  conftitution,  not 
only  the  parts  whichdndicate  the  dif- 
eafe  to  be  venereal,  but-  every,’ part  of 
the  conftitution  is  venereally  afifed;ed. 

-T 

• i. 

When  the  fymptoms  of  the  venereal 
difeafe  are  not  apparent,,  front  having 
been  obfcured  by  mercury,  the  whole 
conftitution  may  be  infecfted  ^ and  it 
is  pofiible  that  a fubjedl  thus  infeded, 
may  beget  a child  in  whom  the  vene- 

II  2 real 
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real  rudiments  will  grow,  with-  every 
other  natural  quality  which  is  impart- 
ed to  the  child  from  its  father.  A 
mother  venereally  infedted  will  pro- 
duce a child  venereally  infeded;  and 
thefe  occurrences  are  very  common. 

Foot- 

The  Order  in  which  the  difeafe  ap- 
pears is  accounted  for  from  the  differ- 
ent conftrudtion  of  the  parts.  They 
are  all  from  the  firfl  equally  expofed 
to  be  attacked  by  the  difeafe,  and  it  is 
not  improbable  that  it  is  ading  on 
every  part  from  the  very  beginning  of 
the  primary  eonftitutional  fymptoms. 

Foot.' 

*.4 

. ' • SECTION 
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SECTION  II. 


General  Symptoms, 

Having  premifed  fome'  obferva- 
tions  on  venereal  infedlion,  I now  en- 
ter into  the  confideration  of  the  na- 
ture and  fymptoms  of  the  venereal 
difeafe  or  confirmed  pox. 

' The  efiedls  or  fymptoms  which  the 
venereal  poifon  is  apt  to  produce  when 
abforbed  into  the  mafs,  are  fhortly  as 
follow  : 

ijiy  In  the  eyes : The  molt  violent 
of  all  inflammations,  with  a difcharge 
of  matter,  (from  a fupprefled  clap), 
ending  generally  in  perfed  blindnefs, 

H 3 


or 
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or  an  inflammation  of  the  eye  itfelf, 
or  of  the  eye-lids. 

2dy  In  the  ears  : Deafnefs,  with  or 
without  a difcharge,  from  a fupprefTed 
clap,  or  from  venereal  poifon  aflfedling 
the  ear  or  the  throat.  . 

3^/,  In  the  nofe  : Ulcers  in  the  no- 
ftrils ; an  ulceration  of  the  fkin  lining 
the  nofe,  with  a rottennefs  of  the  bones, 
and  a difcharge  of  oflTenfive  matter. 

In  the  mouth  and  throat ; Ul- 
cers, rottennefs  of  the  bones,  rawnefs, 
fore  throat. 

In  or  about  the  genital  parts, 
it  will  produce  and  prove  a perpetual 

fourc^ 
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fource  of  , excoriations,  ulcers,  fillu- 

las,  runnings,  and  warts.  " ^ ^ 

/ 

6thf  In  the  Ikin : Copper-coloured 

A 

fpots,  tetters,  fcabs,  efpecially  on  the 
edge  of  the  hairy  parts  of  the  head, 
or  iti  the  beard  3 a fcald-head,  and 
when^  the ' difeafe  is  very  inveterate, 
it  fometimes,  though  feldom,  produces 
a kind  of  leprofy  over  the  whole  fur- 
face  of  the  body;  a corruption  of  the 
nails,  'and  ulcers  of  the  molt  malig- 
nant kind,  in  different"  parts  of  the 
body.  ■ ^ . 

In  the  bones  : Either  the  moll 
painful  and  excruciating  fwellings,  ef- 
pecially troublefome  at  night  when 
the  patient  grows  warm  in  bed ; or  an 
H 4 ulceration 
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ulceration  in  their  external,  or  a corr 
ruption  of  their  internal  fubilance. 

%tb,  Sometimes  the  venereal  poifon 
will  produce  effeds,  the  nature  of 
which  is  fo  concealed,  that  they  feem 
rather  owing  to  fome  other  caufe. 
Such  are  pains  in  feveral  parts  of  the 
body,  refembling  thofe  of  the  rheu- 
matifm  ; pains  in  the  articulation, 
refembling  the  gout ; white  fwelling 
nervous  or  hedtic  fevers  ^ ’ confump- 
tions  of  the  lungs,  or  a general  wafte 
of  the  whole  body. 

SCHWEDIAUER. 

* » 

. ) 

A pale  funken  call  of  countenance, 
which  no  words  can  convey  an  ade^ 
quate  idea  of  ^ a fenfe  of  wearinefs  5 
•wandering  pains  in  the  head,  llioul- 

ders, 
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4ers,  armsj  and  legs,  fometimes  of  the 
knees  and  ankles,  precede  the  venereal 
eruption.  Thefe  pains  are  fometimes 
felt  in  the  day  as  well  as-  in  the  night 
time.  When  not  particularly  fevere 
in  the  night,  which  they  more  fre- 
quently are,  they  are  generally  attend- 
ed with  a want  of  reft  or  a nightly 
inquietude.  Howard. 

I 

In  the  laft  ftages  of  the  difeafe, 
when  the  habit  is  thoroughly  vitiated 
by  the  poifon  having  remained  long 
unfubdued,  the  whole  body  frequently 
becomes  unufually  irritable  y there  is 
a quickened  pulfe,  a pronenefs  to  an- 
ger, and  feemingly  a univerfal  agita- 
tion of  the  nervous  fyftem  y the  daily 
paroxyfms  of  pain,  which  come  oq, 
with  an  exacerbation  every  night ; the 


want 
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want  of  reft,  the  open  or  lurking"  .ul- 
cerations in  various  parts  of 'the  body, 
caufe  this  irritability,  and  impede,  per- 
haps contaminate  the  fundions  of  eve- 
ry'fecretion,  and  in  this  way  may  an 
atrophy  or  hedic  be  produced.  ^ ■ r 

Howard.  " 

, t ■ . ♦ * 

The  venereal  poifon  produces  fever, 
which  is  of  the  flow  kind  ^ and  when 
it  continues  a confiderable  time,  it- pro- 
duces what  is  called  a hedic  difpofl- 
tion.  While  this  exifts  it  is  impoflible 
that  any  thing  falutary  can  go  on  in 
fuch  a conftltution  3 the  patient  lofes 
his  appetite,  or  even  if  his  appetite  is 
good,  lofes  his  flefli,  becomes  reftlefs, 
lofes  his  fleep,  and  looks  fallow. 


In 
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^ In  the  firft  ‘ftage  of  this  difeafe,  be- 
fore it  begins  to  fhow  itfelf  externally, 
the  patient  has  generally  rigours,  hot 
fits,  headachs,  and'  all  the  fymptoms 
of  an  approaching  fever.  Thefe  fymp- 
toms continue  for  fome  days,  and  of- 
ten for  weeks.  Hunter. 

When  the  difeafe  fliews  itfelf  on  the 
mufcular  parts,  it  produces  a tumour 
which  will  be  exquifitely  tender  to  the 
touch,  and  will  in'  time  become  a 
fpreading  ulcer.  There  is  often  a 
pain  on  the  joints  refembling  that  of 
gout.  The  whole  of  the  external 
part  of  the  hip  will  be  painful.  The 
pains  which  affedt  the  bones  and  mem- 
branes refemble  the  boring  of  a tre- 
pan. ■ The  bones  will  be  fubjed  to  the 
yrorfi:  effeds  when  the  difeafe  has  been 

I 

fuffered 
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fuffered  to  go  on  j the  thickeft  parts 

of  them  will  fwell  out,  and  thefe  at 

certain  times  will  excite  ^clamorous- 

and  raging  torture.  A caries  of  rot- 

tennefs  will  penetrate  their  whole  fub- 

flance,  and  be  fo  univerfal  as  to  de- 

1 

ftroy  their  living  principle,  fo  that 
they  become  incapable  of  bearing  the 
lead:  force.  Foot. 

The  functions  as  well  as  the  parts 
which  produce  them,  become  impair- 
ed or  deftroyed,  by  which  a period  is 
put  to  the  exiftence  of  the  patient, 
fometimes  by  a fever  attended  with  a 
loofenefs  or  profufe  fweats.  A wafting 
in  the  folids  will  expofe  the  glandular 
parts,  which  will  be  found  to  be  en- 
larged and  knotty.  The  fecretions 
everywhere  will  proclaim  the  difeafe  ; 


as 
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as  will  alfo  ragged  excrefcences  on  the 
verge  of  the  feat,  thickening  of  the 
forelkin,  increafing  warts,  hardnefs  of 
the  tefticle,  ulcers  on  the  bag  contain- 
ing the  tefticles,  falling  off  of  the' 

t 

hair  and  eye-brows.  The  nails  will 
be  difeafed,  lofe  their  fhining  appear- 
ance,' arid  will  become  rough  and  un- 
even, and  there  will  be 'a  rednefs  on 
the  fkin  at  their  roots.  Such  are  ge- 
neral effeds  "of  venereal  infedion.  In 
Ihort,  the  whole  of  the  fluids  and  the 
whole  of  the  folids  will  be  found  to 
undergo  a difeafed  change,  from  ve- 
nereal cohftitutional  infedion.  It 
will  be  apparent  by  the  known  pro- 
grefs  of  the  difeafe  and  by  its  univer- 
fal  adion,  that  fooner  or  later  every 
vifible  part  of  the  body,  the  whole  of 
the  folids  and  the  whole  of  the  fluids, 

will 
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wiil  be  expofed  to  fuffer,  to  be  chan- 
ged, and  to  be- contaminated  by,  it. 

I have  related  fuch  fymptoms  as  are^ 
certain  to  be  the  efFedls  ’ of  venereal 
infediion,  and  as  will  progreflively  go" 
on,  ^without  tlie  intervention  of  reme- 
dies.  But  it.  mult  not  be  imagined, 
that  any  relation  which  is^  or  can  be 
given  of  the  venereal  poifon,  will  be, 
perfed:. , Every^j-patient  who  is  con-, 
lirmedly  under  the  influenjpe  of  vene- 
real poifon,^  will  be  ppiTelTed  with  fome 
of  thefe  leading’  fymptoms  in  the  dif- 
eafe  ^ but  the  whole  are  fcarcely  to  be, 
expeded  upon  the  fame  fubjed. 

. j o 44  ..  ^ ^ Foot. 
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Chancres. 

, i 1 ■ r: ! ■ - ' ' 

These  are  venereal  . ulcers!  on  the 
private  parts j • ii.:  *.  Editor. 

■ L,ijj  vr^  , • 

They  begin  with  ran  pitching  on  the 
party . which  :isi:  gradually  ' changed  to 
painy  the  furface  of  the  forelkin  is  in 
fome  cafes  excoriated,  and  afterwards 
ulcerates  3 in  others,  a fmall  pimple  or 
abfcefs  appears,,  which  form's  an  ulcer, 
A thickening  of  the  part  comes  on.. 
When  it  begins_  on  the  under  part, 
there  is  commonly  a lofs  .of  fubflance. 
When  thefemlcers  are  forming,  there 
is  fometimes  a tickling  pain  in  making 
water,'  , „ . 


Where 
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Where  there  is  a conliderable  iofs 
of  fubftance,  a profufe  bleeding  is  no 
uncommon  circumflance.  The  con- 
tradllon  of  the  forefkin  is  often  fo 
great  as  to  interrupt  the  free  circula- 
tion of  the  blood  beyond  it,  .which  al- 
fo  aflifts  in  increafing  the  fwelling, 
adds  to  the  llridlure,  and  often  produ- 
ces a mortification,  by  which  means 
the  whole  difeafed  part  is  fometimes 
removed.  In  many  cafes,  the  inflam- 
mation not  only  affeds  the  Ikin  of  the 
penis,  but  it  attacks  the  body  of  the 
penis  itfelf,  often  producing  adhefions, 
and  even  mortification,  either  of  which 
will  deftroy  the  diflenfibility  of  that 
part  ever  after,  giving  the  penis  a 
curve  to  that  fide  in  its  eredlons. 
This  fometimes  takes  place  through 
fo  much  of  the  fubftance  of  the  penis,, 

as 
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as  to  produce  a fhort  and  almoft  in- 
flexible flump.  Hunter. 

V 

\ 

The  efledls  of  inflammation  in  the 
furrounding  parts . upon  the  coiiflitu- 
tipn,  are  very  confiderable  3 much 
more  fo  than  what  one  would  at  firft 
expedl. 

The  patient  fometimes  finks,  and  a 
mortification  comes  on*.  It  is  very 
common  for  thefe  difeafes  to  affedt  the 
conflitution,  fo  as  to  bring  on  aguifli 
complaints.  I have  feen  leverals  af- 

I feded 


* The  ihoft  diftrefsful  fymptom  which  takes  place 
from  a mortification  of  thefe  parts,  is  the  vent  which 
it  fometimes  gives  to  the  urine.  In  fome  inftances, 
one  opening  is  formed ; in  others,  two,  three,  or  more. 
This  adds  to  the  hazard  of  the  patient.  Bell. 
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» 

fefted  with  regular  agues,  where  the 
bark  has  produced  no  efFed. 

Hunter. 

in  fome  inftances  owing  to  negled, 
in  others  to  fome  peculiarity  of^  con- 
ilitution,  and  perhaps  occafionally  to 
the  matter  of  infedion  having  been 
particularly  virulent,  chancres,  inflead 
of  becoming  clean,  become  daily  more 
foul,  and  at  the  fame  time  more  exten- 
five,  and  if  their  progrefs  be  not  flop- 
ped they  proceed  to  form  fores  of 
very  confiderable  magnitude.  In  the 
glans,  this  variety  of  chancre  is  apt  to 
go  to  fuch  a depth  as  to  prove  very 
alarming.  The  danger  is  fometimes 
great  from  the  haemorrages  with 
which  they  are  accompanied  ^ and  we 
are  often  afloniflied  at  the  rapid  pro- 

h r 
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grefs  of  the  fores.  In  fome  inflances, 
they  extend  fo  quickly  as  to  deftroy  a 
great  part  of  the  penis  in  the  courfe 
of  a few  days.  Bell. 

1 i . , . = ■ • • 


SECTION  IV. 

I j ■ : ■ ■ 

'Buboes. 

h 

t ■ * ; • 

A BUBO  is  a fwelling,  generally  in 
the  groin.  Editor.  ■ 

The  bubo  commonly  begins  with  a 
fenfe  of  pain,  which  leads  the  patient 
to  examine  the  part,  where  a fmall 
hard  tumour  is  to  be  felt.  Some  are 
molt  exceedingly  painful. 

Hunter. 


I 2 


No 


[136  ] 


No  part  of  the  treatment  of  the. 
venereal  difeafe  gives  more  diftrefs  to 
' patients,  than  the  management  of  the 
ulcerated  flate  of  buboes,  which  be- 
fides  being  accompanied  with  much 
pain,  is  often  one  of  the  moft  obfti- 
nate  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe.  Inftead 
of  yielding  to  the  ufe  of  mercury, 
fores  of  this  defcription  become  often 
more  ohftinate  after  mercury  has  been 
employed  } fever  is  apt  to  take  place  ; 
and  where  the  conftitution  is  not  very 
robuft,  they  even  fometimes  end  in 
the  death  of.  the  patient.  Bell. 

It  often  happens,  that  the  cure  of 
thefe  fores  proves  tedioiis,  notwith- 
' handing  all  the  attention  that  we  can 
give  to  them.  Their  edges  become 

hard,  livid,  and  often  retorted  3 the 

matter 
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matter  tJiin,  £harp,  and  fetid  ; and  in- 
ftead  of  healing,  the  ulceration  gra- 
dually extends  y or  if  it  heals  in  fome 
parts,  it  breaks  out  in  others,  giving  a 
honey-comb  appearance  to  all  the  con- 
tiguous parts.  In  fome  inftances,  the 
tendency  to  this  depafcent  kind  of 
fore  is  fo  great,  that  it  foon  fpreads 
over  all  the  under  part  of  the  abdo- 
men, and  upper  parts  of  the  thigh ; 
in  fome  cafes,  by  the  matter  being  fo 
acrid  as  to  corrode  and  deftroy  all  the 
contiguous  parts  with  which  it  comes 
in  contad,  and  in  others  by  fpreading . 
beneath  the  fkin,  and  burfting  out 
from  time  to  time  in  a variety  of  fmall 
ulcers. 

. \ 

f 

) 

The  fituation  of  patients  with  fores 
of  this  defcription,  is  often  very  de- 

I 3 plorable. 
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plorable.  The  pain  with  which  they 
are  attended,  is  commonly  fevere  ; 
hedlic  fever  is  induced  y the  patient 
becomes  hot  and  reftlefs  through  the 
night  I and  almoft  a total  want  of  ap- 
petite renders  him  foon  much  ema- 
ciated. - Bell. 


SECTION  V. 

Ulcers  in  the  Throat. 

I HAVE  known  the  matter  of  the 
venereal  difeafe  fix  upon  the  throat  in 
the  courfe  of  ten  days  from  the  firft 
appearance  of  a chancre,  while  in  fome 
inftances  the  throat  remains  perfedUy 

V 

found  till  feveral  months  after  every 
external  mark  of  the  difeafe  has  dif* 
appeared. 


In 
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In  the  venereal  fore-throat  the  pa- 
tient is  'ufually  diflrefled  with  fome 
degree  of  uneafinefs  in  fwallowing,  for 
fome  days  before  his  attention  is  much 
excited  towards  it.  The  fymptoms 
continuing,  and  an  infpedtion  being 
made,  an  ulcer  is  in  moft  inftances  dif- 
covered  on  the  part  of  which  he  com- 
plained in  fwallowing.  Bell. 

N 

Venereal  ulcers  in  the  throat  are 
fometimes  feated  fo  low  down  and 
fdewards  that  we  do  not  eafily  difco- 
ver  them  at  firll  light,  and  thence,  we 
may  fometimes  be  led  to  millake  the 
nature  of  the  diforder. 

1 

A gentleman  was  alfedled  with  a 

fore-throat  and  fever.  At  the  expira- 

1 

tion  of  feven  weeks  I was.confulted. 
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I examined  his  throat,  and  though  I 
could  not  difcover  any  ulcer,  told  him 
I fufpeded  a venereal  caufe ; which 
he  hardly  would  agree  to,  relating  to 
me,  that  he  had  no  venereal  complaint 
thefe  many  years  pajt,  I difcovered  very 
low  down  on  the  right  fide  a deep  but 
fmall  venereal  ulcer. 

SCHWEDIAUER. 


SECTION  VI. 

Ulcers  in  the  Injide  of  the  Nofe  and  Face, 

Upon  venereal  ulcers  in  the  infide 
of  the  nofe  and  face,  the  principal  re- 
mark I would  make  is,  that  .they  are 
fometimes  fo  malignant  in  their  na- 
ture, and  fo  rapid  in  their  progrefs, 
that  the  bones  attacked  are  adually 

deftroyed, 


\ 


2 
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deftroyed,  m fdme  few  inftances,  as 
foon  as  the  ftate  of  the  cafe  is  clearly 
known ; and  in  others,  before  the  re- 
medy can  poflibly  be  ufed  for  a fufE- 
cient  time,  or  with  fufhcient  effedl:  to 
check  the  difeafe.  Howard. 

ft 


section  VII. 

Ulcers  in  different  Parts  of  the  Body, 

Venereal  fores,  where  they  are  af- 
fections of  the  under  or  true  fkin, 
have  often  an  exquifite  degree  of  ten- 
dernefs,  fometimes  fo  great  as  to  di- 
ftort  every  feature  of  the  patient’s 
countenance,  when  he  is  drelfed, 
though  the  fores  are  touched  in  the 
moll  careful -maimer.  Howard. 


Venereal 
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Venereal  ulcers  commonly  have  one 
charader,  which  is,  that  they  have  no 
difpofition  to  heal.  Hunter. 


SECTION  VIII. 

Nodes j or  hard  Swellings  proceeding  from 
the  Affection  of  a Bone. 

The  growth  of  a node  is  perhaps 
one  of  the  mod;  painful  fymptoms  of 
the  venereal  difeafe  ; for  although  the 
pain  is  at  firfl  always  moderate,  it  ne- 
ver fails  to  become  fevere  on  the  tu- 
\ 

mour  advancing  in  hze. 

Bell. 


SECTION 


ft  » 
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SECTION  IX. 

Blindnefs.  ' ' ■ 

The  venereal  inflammation  of  the 
eyes,  arifing  from  a tainted  mafs, 
proves  in  many  cafes  extremely  obfli- 
nate  for  weeks  and  months. 

^ ScHWEDIAUER.  ’ ‘ 

-The  eye-lids  will  be  thickened, 
rough,  red,  itching,  watery,  hard,  and 
ulcerous ; the  under  part  of  the  eye- 
lid joining  to  the  eye,  will  often  dif- 
charge  a-fharp  acrid  fluid  > and  the 
outfide'of  the  eye  will  becomej^dark, 

4 

and  fometimes  it  will  be  ulcerated. 
The  very  humours  will  be  affecfled, 
‘ and 
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and  fight'  will  in  confequence  be  de- 
firoyed.  ' Foot. 

The  matter  of  the  venereal  difeafe 
a6ts  in  different  ways  in  producing^ 
blindnefs.  In  fome  cafes  it  comes  on 
in  a gradnal  manner.  The  fight  be- 
comes lefs  perfed:  from  day  to  day. 
But  for  the  mofl:  part  the  difeafe  takes 
place  almoff  inftantaneoufly,  the  pa- 
tient being  entirely  deprived  of  vifion 
in  the  courfe  of  a minute  or  two  from 
the  time  that  his  eyes  become  uneafy. 

In  fome  cafes,  only  one  eye  is  affed- 
ed ; but  for  the  mofl;  part  the  difeafe 
attacks  both  at  the  fame  time. 

Catarads  foraetimes  form  from  this 

V 

caufe*. 

But 
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But  the  ffloft  frequent  effe^l  of  the 
venereal  poifon  upon  the  eye,  appears 
upon  the  humours  and  the  cornea.  In 
fome  cafes  it  fixes  upon  the  eye-lids, 
and  chiefly  upon  their  borders.  The 
parts  become  red  and  fomewhat  ten- 
der, and  an  efFufion  takes  place  among 
the  eye-laflies,  either  in  the  form  of  a 
dry  fcurf,  or  of  a gummy  vifcid’  mat- 
ter. In  this  latter  ftate  this  efFufion 
proves  very  troublefome,  particularly 
after  fleep,  as  it  glues  the  eye-lids  fo 
1 firmly  together,  as  to  render  it  diffi- 

1 cult  and  even  painful  to  open  them. 

% 

‘ ) 

In  fome  cafes  of  this  afFecflion  there 
I is  a conftant  flow  of  tears  over  the  eye- 
( lids,  which  always  proves  troublefome 
1 and  even  painful,  by  exciting  tender- 

nefs, 
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nefs, . and  occafionally  fome  degree  of 
ulceration  of  the  cheeks.  Bell. 


• • » < ■ ^ ■ / • • i ■ 

SECTION  X. 

. - r:--.-!  ^ .. 

■ DeafnefiV  :•  > i . • . 

l - . 4 . . ^ ^ . 

The  ears  alfo  will  not  he  found  to 
efcape*  .There  is  not  a more  common 
fymptom  of  venereal  affedtion,  and.  ef- 
.pecially  when  alTociated  with'  other 
affedions,  than  an  hilling  noife,  an 
aching  [pain,  thicknefs  in  hearing,  and 
deafnefs.  The  internal  part  of  the 
ear  is  exppfed  to  fuffer  by  inflamma- 
.tion  and  ulceration,  attended  with  vio- 
lent and  continual  pains.  The  fmall 
bones  which  affift  in  the  adion  of  the 
ears,  will  be  liable  to  be  deftroyed.  A 

thin 
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thin  acrid  humour  will  fornetimes  flow 
from  the  ears,  and  the  outfides  will  be 

thickened.'  ’ Foot. 

r. 

' I have  feen  feveral  inftances  where 
deafnefs  and  violent  pain  of  the  ear 
were  brought  on  by  venereal  ulcers 
affe(fling  the  inflde  of  thse  throat.  I 
have  met  with  one  inftance  where  a 
perfed;  deafnefs  was  the  confequence  / 
of  atviolent  clap  being  flopped.  ■'  , 

SCHWEDIAUER. 

When  treating  of  fhe  venereal  fore- 
throat, we  had  occafion  to  remark, 
that  a certain  degree  of  deafnefs  is, 
in  fome  cafes,  a confequence  of  that 
fymptom.  I have  known  a very  di- 
flrefsful  degree  of  deafnefs  produced 

by  it,  Befides  this,  the  venereal  dif- 
* 

eafe 
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eafe  in  fome’  inftances  excites  deafnefs 
by  fixing  upon  the  ear  itfelf.  iThe 
bones  feem  to  be  mofl  liable  to  be  at- 

i 

tacked  with  it.  When  this  takes  place, 
the  patient  is  at  fir  ft  feized  with  a par- 
tial lofs  of  hearing.  This  is  fucceed- 
cd  by  a difcharge  of  fetid  ill-colo,ured 
matter  ^ and  in  fome  cafes,  the  bones 
themfelyes  come  away.  I need  fcarce- 
ly  obferve,  that  a total  and  permanent 
lofs  of  .hearing  eniues.  B^;LL* 

. i-  u 


SECTION  XI. 

^Irregular  Symptoms, 

When  the  venereal  matter  has  got 
into  the  conftitution,  it  has  the  whole 
:body  to  work  upon,  and  fhews  itfelf  in 

a-  variety  of  fhapes  y many  of  which 
' put 


1 
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put  on  the  appearance  of  a different 
difeafe.  I have  fcen  cafes  where  the 
fkin  covering  the  bone,  or  the  bone  it- 
>felf,  was  affedted  prior  to  any  other 
part.  Its  efledls  upon  the  deeper-feat- 
ed  parts  are  not  like  thofe  produced  in 
the  external,  and  the  difference  is  fo 
remarkable  as  to  give  the  appearance 
of  another  difeafe. 

When  it  attacks  the  tongue  it  fomq- 
tlmes  produces  a thicknefs  and  harden- 
ing in  the  part ; but  this  is  not  always 
the  cafe,  for  it  very  often  ulcerates  as 
in  other  parts  of  the  mouth.  Vene- 
real ulcers  in  thefe  parts,  are  generally 
more  painful  than  in  other  parts  of 
the  body  They  oblige  the  perfon  to 
fpeak  thick,  or  as  if  his  tongue  was  too 
large  for  his  mouth,  with  a fmall  de- 
gree of  muffling. 


K 


It 
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It  is  perhaps  impoflible  to  know  all 
the  fymptoms  this  poifon  produces 
when  in  the  conftitution.  I knew  a 
gentleman  who  had  a teafing  cough, 
which  he  imputed  to  it ; for  it  came 
on  with  other  fymptoms  of  it,  and  was  : 
cured  by,  the  fame  remedy.  ^ . 

, ; ‘ , Hunter.  ! 

i ' 

j • 

In  Tome  perfons,  the  venereal  poifon  | 

more  particularly  attacks  the  throat,  ; 
where  it  produces  ulcerations ; while 
m others,  it  exerts  its  violence  on  the 

I 

fkin  or  bones.  Schwediauer.  ji 

I 

Falling  off  of  the  hair  frequently  ■ | 
follows  the  employment  of  remedies  j | 
whether  effedtuaf  or  not,  and  is  gene-  ! 
rally  believed  to  be  one  of  the  irregu-  , 

lar 
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lar  fyiiiptbms  of  the  dlfeafe*.  Falling 
out  of  the  teeth  is  another  fymptom. 
It  begins  with  an  iineafy  undefcribable 
fenfation'  of  pain  in  the  teeth  and 
gumsl  ' Obflinate  pain  on  the  lower 
part  of  one  fide  of  the  face,  fometimes 
with,  fometimes  without,  an  evident 
enlargement,  is  another  of  the  irregu- 
lar fymptoms.  ' Pains  on  one  fide  of 
the  head,  troublefome  by  day,  but 
moll  feVere  by  night  : Sometimes 

thefe  pains  are  followed  by  a puffinefs 
of  the  fcalp. 

Large,  dry,  crufty  fcabs  on  the  hind 
head,  nape  of  the  neck  or  fcalp. 
Small  tumours  of  the  fcalp,  coming  and 
going,  either  with  or  without  a fmall 
K 2 quantity 


- * Bell,  vol,  ii.  p.  135, 
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quantity  of  matter,  and  arifing  after 
previous  pains. 

Pains  arifing  on  the  fhins,  arms,  &c. 
efpecially  if  fuch  pains  are  nodurnal, 
are  very  fufpicious.  Palfy  of  the  up- 
per or  lower  extremities,  arifing  from 
prefTure  on  the  nerves  by  difeafe  in 
the  bones  of  the  neck  or  back. 

f. 

A fmall  crackling  noife  in  the  bones 

of  the  neck,  upon  moving  the.  head 

from  fide  to  fide  Deafnefs,  and  a 

noife  in  the  ears.  Large  and  deep,  or 

fmall  fuperficial  ulcerations  of  the 
/ 

tongue.  Deep  external  ulceration  of 
the  face,  fpreading  irregularly  towards 
either  corner  of  the  mouth.  Sorenefs 

■ of 

* I know  a man  who  at  prefent  has  this  fjmptom. 

Editor. 


% 
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of  thofe  corners.  Rawnefs  and  ulce- 
ration'on  the  internal  parts  of  the 
cheek.  Sciatica,  or  acute  pain  about 
the  hip. 

* In  mojt  of  thefe  fymptoms  there  is  no 

V 

/mail  difficulty  in  effecting  a lofting  cure. 

Howard. 

Befides  the  pains  refembling  rheu- 
matifm,  which  occur  in  the  venereal  . 
difeafe,  pains  of  a different  kind  are 
apt  to  take  place  in  the  more  advan- 
ced Rages  of  the  difeafe.  They  do 
not  remain  fixed  or  permanent,  but 
produce  fharp  momentary  flings,  with-* 
out  leaving  fweliing  or  any  other.mark 
behind  them.  They  are  moft  fre- 
quent in  the  neck,  temples,  and  jaws. 

K 3 One 
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One  of  the  moft  frequent  fymptoms 
of  the  advanced  ftages  of  this  difeafe, 
is  a gradual  wafting  of  the  body. 
This  is  no  doubt  a frequent  effedt  of  a 
mercurial  courfe,  particularly  when 
too  much  of  the  medicine  has  been 
exhibited  ; but  it  is  alfo  a fymptom  of 
the  difeafe..  Even  where  little  or  no 
mercury  has  been  given,  I have  known 
a patient  become  much  emaciated  in 
the  courfe  of  a fliort  time.  From 
being  fat,  and  having  a healthy  florid 
complexion,  a perfon  will'  in  fome  im 
ftances  become  fuddenly  lean,  while 
his  face  will  be  wan  or  fallow,  as  if 
the  velTels  were  altogether  deprived  of 
red  blood.  This  I conflder  as  one  of 
the  moft  fatal  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe, 
from  which,  in  the  courfe  of  my  obfer- 


vation. 
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vation,  few,  or  none  have  ever  recover- 
ed. 


Irritability  and  relllefsnefs  are  two 
fymptoms  of  this  difeafe.  - When  it 
has  been  of  long  duration,  the  fyftem 
becomes  lb  irritable  that  the  moll  tri- 
fling occurrences  prove  dillrefsful.  No 
application  can  be  given  to  bulinefs  ^ 
the  patient  becomes  fretful  and  un- 
eafy,  and  his  nights  are  fpent  in  watch- 
ing. But  the  moll  univerfal  fymp- 
tom,  of  the  anomalous  kind,  which 
prevails  in  this  difeafe,  is  fever.  Nor 
is  it  confined  to  one  llage  of  the  dif- 
eafe. Occafionally  it  takes  place  in 
all  of  them.  It  is  necefiary  however 
to  remark,  that  fever  which  occurs  in 
the  commencement  of  the  difeafe  is 
very  difiTerent  from  that  which  moll 
K 4 frequently 
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frequently  prevails  afterwards;  The 
firll;  may  more  properly  be  confidered 
as  fymptomatic,  being  always  connedt- 
ed  with  fome  local  affedion,— while 
the  other  often  takes  -place  where  no 
other  mark  of  the  difeafe  can  be  dif- 
covered.  This  fever  is  always  of  the 
hedic  kind;  and  accompanied  with 
nodurnal  fweats.  Hence  the  patient 
foon  becomes  emaciated. 

T^he  matter  of  the  venereal  difeafe  often 
exijls  in  the  confiitution  for  a great  length 
of  time^  and  is  produdive  of  fever,  as 
well  as  a variety  of  other  fymptoms, 
where  no  local  affedion  ever  enfues. 

Be^l. 


SECTION 
. « 


SECTION  XII. 

. . . 

Subtilty  of  venereal  Complaints. 

Some  perfons  who  have  been  for- 
merly affedled  with  venereal  com- 
plaints, of  which  they  have  been  ap- 
parently cured  feveral  months,  nay 
fometimes  feveral  years,  afterwards 
grow  emaciated,  begin  to  cough,  and 
are  affedled  with  a hedic  fever,  and 
other  fymptoms  which  accompany  a 
confumption  of  ,the  lungs.  Thefe 
complaints  are  generally  afcrlbed  to 
fome  other  caufes,  and  medicines  or- 
dered, for  the  mod  part  without  any 
fuccefs.  Sometimes  the  diforder  is  al- 
fo  afcribed  to  the  previous  ufe  of  mer- 
cury 


I 
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cury  in  too  large  quantities.  But  I 
have  feen  feveral  inftances  where  a 
he6tic  fever  with  cough,  and  fome- 
times  even  with  an  expectoration  of 
matter,  arofe  from  a latent  venereal 
poifon,  without  any  other  venereal 
fymptom  in  the  body.  , The  fame  has 
been  obferved  by  others.  An  eminent 
furgeon  relates  a cafe  in  which  it  was 
probable  that  confumption  arofe  from 
a venereal  taint,  and  adds,  that  he  had 
feveral  patients  of  the  fame  kind. 

SCHWEDIAUER, 

I would  not  advife  any  perfon  to 
imagine,  that  he  mull  be  free  from  a 
venereal  taint,  hecaufe  no  fymptoms 
dh-eaiy  appear  after  an  irregular  ufe 
of  remedies  for  it  mull  not  be  for- 
gotten, that  although  all  the  fymptoms 

which 


[ 159  ] 


which  I have  enumerated,  be  ftrong 
aiErmative  proofs  of  the  adion  of  the 

difeafe,  whenever  they  appear,  yet  an 

« 

abfence  of  them  is  but  a weak  nega- 
tive proof  of  the  conftitution  being 
entirely  free  of  the  difeafe.  It  is  a 
monfter  > capable  of  alTailing  the  con- 
ftitution  in  a variety  of  lhapes,  and 
which  as  long  as  it  remains  in  it,  will 
again  and  again  peep  out  on  any  vili- 
ble  part.  Foot. 


SECTION  XIII. 

Length  of  Time  after  which  venereal 
AffeEiions  may  appear. 

How  long  the  venereal  poifon  may 
lurk  in  the  body  after  it  has  been  ab- 

forbed 


I 
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forbed  into  the  mafs,  before  it  produ- 
ces any  fenfible  effedls,  is  a matter  of 
great  uncertainty.  There  is  fcarce  a 
practitioner  who  has  not  obferved  in- 
ftances  of  its  remaining  harmlefs  for 
weeks,  or  even  months,  in  the  body. 
I obferved  a cafe,  where,  after  lying 
dormant  for  half-a-year,  it  broke  out. 
But  the  following  inllance  is  Hill  more 
extraordinary.  I was  confulted  by  a 
gentleman  about  a fore-throat,  which 
I declared  to  be  venereal.  My  patient 
was  aftonifhed,  and  afliired  me,  that 
for  nine  years  paji  he  had  not  had  the 
lead;  venereal  complaint,  nor  had  any 
reafon  to  believe  he  had  lince  received 
any  infection.  Schwediauer. 

A gentleman  had  a venereal  fore- 
throat two  years  after  the  fuppredion 

of 
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of  a clap.  His  furgeon  foretold,  that 
fome  time  after  being  cured  haftily  by 
his  injedion;  the  venereal  difeafe  would 
break  out  in  fome  other  part  of  the 
body,  afliiring  him,  that^  he  had  feen 
the  ftoe  effedl  happen  from  the  fame 
remedy,  in  feveralLOther  patients. 

Sghwediauer. 

I have  known  cafes  where  chancres 
have  appeared  twenty-four  hours  after 
the  application  of  the  matter,  and  I 
have  known  them  feven  weeks. 

: Hunter. 


SECTION  XIV.  ‘ ' 

, Duration  of  venereal  Complaints. 

The  interval  between  the  removal 
of  a fymptom  clearly  venereal,  and  the 


\ ■ 


recurrence 
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recurrence  of  the  difeafe’ in  a new  or 
in.  its  original  form,’  is  often  a long 
one.  Many  inflances  inight'^Be  addu* 
ced  to  prove  the  frequent  return  of 
venereal  fymptOms,  at  the  diftance 'of 
many  from  the’ time  at  which  the 

infection  was"  received  originally. 
That  the  interval  may  fometimes  pafs 
away  without  any  evident  fymptoms 
of  pox,  or  fenlible  appearance  of  ill 
health,  is  I believe  certain.  But  it  is 
no  lefs  true, ‘that  a careful  obferver 
will  frequently^be  able  to  dilcover  the 
features  of  the  mqnfter,  under  the 
great  variety  of  difgulfes  it  will  fome- 
times put  on.  The  man  who  has  ne- 
ver known  a node,  or  a venereal  erup- 
tion appear  at  the  diftance  of  five  or 
more  years  from  the  original  infec- 
tion, m^ay  perhaps  doubt  the  fadl  but 

it 


r 
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It  is  a^fad:  notwithftandingy'Und  hap- 
pens much  more  frequently  than  has 
been  generally  imagined. 

• ' Howard. 

4 

In  one  cafe,- 1 remember,  a very  con-  ^ 
fiderable  venereal  eruption  was  thrown 

out,  many  years  after  the  infe6lion, 

\ 

Howard. 

To  thefe  narratives  I can  add  the 
following,  from  my  own  knowledge. 

A young  gentleman  had  fome  vene- 
real complaints.  He  went  through 
the  ufual  courfe  of  medicine,  and 
being  difpofed  to  marry,  he  confulted 
his  phyfician  and  furgeon,  who  affiired 
him  that  he  was  perfectly  well.  Some 
time  after  his  marriage,  it  appealed 

that 


2 
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that  he  had  given  the  difeafe  to  his 
wife.  They  both  went  through,  cour- 
fes  of  medicine,  and  were  faid  to  be 
completely  cured.  He  foon  after  died. 
His  wife  remained  a widow  eleven 
years,  and  then  married.  'Her  hufband 
foon  fotind  himfelf  difeafed,  and  know- 
ing that  he  had  run  no  rilk  of  contract- 
ing the  difeafe  himfelf,  he  fufpeded 
his  wife.  Her  charadter  placed  her  at 
a great  diftance  from  fufpicion  j Ihe 
had  fuppofed  herfeif  well  during  her 
widowhood  3 Ihe  applied  to  the  medU 
cal  men  who  had  been  employed  for 
her  and  her  former  hufband,  and  no 
way  of  accounting  for  the  difeafe  could 
be  found,  but  by  aferibing  it  to  him. 

Editor.  ‘ 


It 
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‘ It  often  Iifippens,  that  after  chancres 
are  healedy^  and  * all  the  poifon'  gone, 
the  placeif  ulcerate  again,  and  break 
out  in ’the  forni  of  chancres.  Al- 
though this  is  moil  corhmon  . in  the 
feat  of  the  former  chancres,  yet  it  is 
not  always  confined  to'ithem,  for  fores 
often  break  out  on  other  parts  of  the 
forefkin ; but  flill  they  appear  to  be  a 
confequence  of  a venereal  complaint 
having  been  there,  as  they  feldom  at- 
tack thofe  who  never  had  a clap  or  . 
chancres.  ■ 

I knew  a gentleman  who  had  thefe 
fores  breaking  out  and  healing  up 
again,  for  years* 

In  fome  cafes  the  parts  do  not  ul- 
cerate, but  appear  to  thicken  and  be- 


L 


come 
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come  hard  or  firm  > both  the  nut  and 
forefkin  feem  to  fwell,  forming  a tu- 
mour or  excrefcence  from  the  end  of 
the  penis,  in  form  like  a cauliflower* 
This  gives  the  idea  of  a cancer. 

In  this  difeafe  I do  not  know  any 
medicine  that  Hands  the  leaft  chance 
of  performing  a cure, 

1 ' 

In  mofl  of  thefe  cafes,  a confider- 
able  part  of  the  penis  muft  be  remo- 

Hunter. 

In  treating  of  the  local  effeds  of 
the  venereal  difeafe,  I obferved,  that 
after  the  poifon  was  deftroyed  there 
remained  in  many  cafes  fome  of  the 
fame  fymptoms,  and  particularly  after 
a clap.  It  was  alfo  obferved,  that 

though 
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though  all  the  fymptoms  were  entire- 
ly cured,  yet  they  were  liable  to  break 
out  again  : A gleet  will  appear,  fome- 
I times  attended  iwith  pain,  fb  as  to  re- 
femble  a clap.  After  chancres,  there 
will  be -fores  refembling  them;  and 
buboes  f after  j the’ poilon  is  gone,  will 
not  heal',  but  fpread.  < In  the  general 
venereal  difeafe,  the  fame  thing  often 
happens.  • Thefe  cafes  puzzle  conlider- 
ably,  for  it  is  difficult  to  fay  when  the 
poilon  IS  ablolutely  gone.  ' 

- Such  complaints  are  -more  common 
in  the  throat  than  in  any  other  part, 
for  we  often  find,  that  while  the  ul- 
cers are  healing,  or  even  healed,  the 
throat  will  fwell,  become  excoriated, 
and  the  excoriations  will  fometimes 
fpread  over  the  whole  foft  palate, 

^ ^ which 
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whieh . renders^  the  nature  of  the  dif- 
eafe  doubtful. 

-•  -I  ■ . . 

It  often  happens*  that  venereal  ab- 
fcefles  will  not  heal  up,  although  they 
have  gone  a certain  length  towards  it. 
Some  of  the  fores  formed  in  this  way, 
not  only  refift  all  means  of  cure,  but 
often  inflame,  ulcerate,  and  form  a 
hard  callous  bafis,  fo  as  to  put- on  the 
appearance  of  a cancer, -and  i are  often 
fuppofed  really- to  be  fo.  - '■ 

*i  Ai  poor  woman -had  undergone  re- 
peated > falivatipns,  which  had  always 
relieved  the  moft'  prefling  fymptorns  ; 
but  after  being  afllicfled  more  or  lefs 
for  three  or  four  years,  ulcers  broke 
out  in  her  nofe,  and  all  over  her  face, 
with  what  is  called  a true  cancerous 
3 'appearance. 
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appearance.  The  fores  became  foon 
very-deep,  and  gave  very  confiderable 
pain.  She  loft  her  nofe,  and  one  lide 
of  her  mouth. — The  difeafe  returned 
with  redoubled  violence,  and  foon  de- 
ftroyed  her.  - Hunter. 


SECTION  XV. 

/ .. 

Difficulty  of  Cure. 

I HAVE  fcen  a variety  of  perfons  *af- 
fedled  with  runnings,  chancres,  pains, 
and  rottennefs  of  the  bones,  eruption’s 
upon  the  fkin,  ulcerations  of*  the  nofe, 
throat,  &c.  warty  excrefcences  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  body,  but  efpecial- 
ly  about  the  feat  and  private  parts, 
which  feemed  obftinately  to  refft  the 
efteds  of  mercury  ^ and  which,  fo'  far 

^ 3 from 
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from  being  removed  after  a copious 
and  difagreeable  falivation,  were  ra- 
ther increafed  by  it,  and  when  remo- 
ved, often  returned  again  fhortly  after- 
wards. SCHWEDIAUER. 

When  a venereal  fymptom  comes  on 
at  a late  period,  it  is  not  only  very 
difficult  to  cure,  but  it  is  fometime^ 
very  deftrudive  in  its  confequences. 

Howard. 

When  the  difeafe  has  frequently  ocr 
purred,  and  at  very  diftant  periods,  it 
will  become  fo  affimilated  and  habitua- 
ted with  every  part  of  the  conflitution, 

V. 

that  it  is  fcarcely  poffible  to  eradicate 
it.  It  feems  impojfible  tp  rejiebi  without 
horror  upon  the  miferable  lot  of  that 
fubjpd  who  is  pohelTed  of  this  difeafe, 

but 

k . 
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t)ut  who  is  not  imprefled  with  a true 
idea  of  the  nature  of  it ; who  applies 
for  relief,  but  can  obtain  none.  Al- 
though  the  venereal  difeafe  may  be 
eliminated  in  all  its  llages  by  mercury, 
yet  there  are  frequently  inftances, 
from  miftahes  in  cafes,  where  the' 

bones  in  various  parts  of  the  human 

% 

body  will  be  in  that  flate  of  confirm- 
ed difeafe,  from  long  venereal  ad;ion 
on  them,  and  where  fuch  will  be  the  de- 
ftrudlive  effe<9;s  that  they  cannot  be  ex- 
pedted  to  be  reftored,  neither  by  mercu- 
ry, nor  by  any  additional  art  that  may 
be  annexed  to  it.  It  feldom  happens, 
that  where  the  living  principle  in  one 
bone  is  fo  deftroyed  as  that  there  is 
not  enough,  if  there  be  any  of  the 
found  part  remaining,  to  give  it  fup- 
port,  and  by  which  it  in  confequence 

L 4 gives 
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gives  way, — I fay  , it' feldom  happens 
that  the  difeafe  is  confined  to  that  bone 
in  particular,  — • others  will  be  found 
advancing  in  difeafe  from  the  fame 
caufe.  ..  The  Golgdthas  of  difeafed 
bones,  colledted  into  anatomical  cabi- 
nets, can  be  produced  for  proving  this 
fatal,  truth,  and  for  placing  it  beyond 
a doubt.  .Bones  not  fufpedled  will  be 
fometimes  forward  in  difeafe  : this 

-cannot  be  more  ftrongly  evinced,  than 
in  that  cafe  which  is  related  by  Mr 
J.  Howard,  of  a girl  whofe  chin  drop- 
ped fuddenly  on  her  bread;,  and  who 
, expired  whilfi;  Ihe  was  under  a laliva- 
tion,  and  whilfi:  her  cure  was  in  confe- 
.^quenc§  looked  for.  It  appeared,  on 
examination,  that  one  of  ^he  bones  of 
her  neck  was  decayed, -rand  had  thus 
fufidenly  given  way.  Foot, 
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A woman  in  one  of  the  hofpitals  In 
Southwark  was  under  falivation.  At 
a time  when  every  danger  feemed  to 
be  over,  and  fhe  appeared  to  be  get- 
ting well,  her  chin  fuddenly  dropped 
on  her  bread;, — Ihe  died  in  an  inftant, 
and  without  a groan.  Upon  dilTedtlng 
her  body.  It  was  found,  that  part  of  the 
fecond  bone  of  the  neck  had  been 
broken  off,  in  confequence  of  a vene- 
real rottennefs,  and  that  the  prefliire 
on  the  fpinal  marrow  which  this  acci- 
dent made,  was  the  immediate  caufe 
of  her  death*. 

A gentleman  five  weeks  after  a fuf- 
pedted  connexion,  had  two  chancres. 

After  they  were  healed,  he  had  a 

* 

fwelling 

* I faw  a fitnilar  inftance  at  Edinburgh. 

Editor. 


V 
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rwelling  in'  both  groins.  He  took  me- 
dicine, but  irregularly.  ■ At  the  end  of 
three  i months  .from  the  time  of  infec- 
tion, he  was  alarmed  by  the  fudden 
appearance  of  a venereal  eruption,  and 
Ibme  flight  pains  in  his  limbs  and  head. 
He  now  went  on  with  the  medicine  in 

f 

a more  regular  manner,  A little  of 
the.  eruption  continued  for  three 
months.  He  was  languid  and  emacia- 
ted. He  had  pains  in  various  parts  of 
his  body.  Sometimes  he  would  be 
perfedly  eafy  for  a week  or  a fort- 
night, then  a kind  of  paroxyfm,  lafting 
for  a day  or  two.  He  had  a promi- 
nence, or  flight  enlargement  of  the 
forehead,  and  the  part  was  tender. 

r 

t 

' .The  quantity  of  mercurial  ointment 
ufed  during  three  months,  was  im- 

menfe. 
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menfe.  When  he  was  about  to  difcon- 
tinue  the  medicine,  thinking  himfelf 
cured,  (for  the  pains  he  fometimes  felt 
he  attributed  to  rheumatifm), . he  was 
feized  on  a fudden  with' a univerfal 
itching,  and  whenever  he  fcratched,  a 
kind  of  rafb.  There'  was  an  itching 
of  the  membrane  covering  the  bones  5 
there  were  evidently  depreflions  of 
bone,  which  'foon  filled  up,  and  were 
followed  by  fmall  tumours.  There  was 
one^of  thefe  tumours  on  each  elbow. 
They  continued  for  two  years  after  the 
difcontinuance  of  medicine,  and  then 
imperceptibly  wafted  away.  He  felt 
during  this  time  an  unufual  itching 
about  the  feat,  and  there  feemed  to  be 
a beginning  ulceration.  ' This  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  a violent  pain, of  the  nofe; 
attended  with  a difcharge  of  matter 
' from 
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from  one  noftril.  Wearied  out  with 
the  ineffedlual  operation  of  medicine^ 
he  formed  a refolution  of  fuffering  his 
eomplaints  to  take  their  own  courfe  ^ 
and  for  more  than  three  years  he  kept 
his  refolution during  which  time,  the 
fymptoms  were  as  follows  .*  The  pains, 
both  the  rheumatic  and  ^'the  fuppbfed 
venereal,  'had  never  totally  left  him, 
though  the  afJedlion  of  the  nofe  had 
ceafed  ; but  continued  to  recur  at  un- 
certain periods.  ^ They  feemed  to  be 
for  many  months ‘ external.  At  the 
end  of  the  third  year,  they  were  more 
internal,  arid  more  acute.  He  had 
frequently  very  violent  Ihooting.  pain’s 
in  each  leg,  ‘with  an"  extreme  fenfe  of 
weaknefs  "and  generah'wearinefs ; he 
looked  fallow^  and  unhealthy/  and  was 
conliderably  emaciated.  He  now  un- 
derwent 
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derwent  another  courfe  of  medicine, 
very  fairly  for  twelve  weeks,  and  was 
much  better.  .But 'when  winter  came 
on,  he  frequently  felt  tranlient  pains 
in  the  centre  of  each  leg,  which  al- 
though momentaryj-  were  fometimes 
violeilt ; ' •and.  they  continued  jhr  Jix  yeari. 
During  this  period,  Jie^  had  alfo  felt 
violent^ Ihoots  in  the  centre'  of  each 
thigh  bone,  above  each  elbow,  upon 
the  backs  of  the 'bands,,  and  ^on  the 
outfide  of  each  legi  Befides  ^ thefe 
pains,  he  had  others  refembiing  rheu- 
matiim,  which, continued 'to' xecur  five 
o£  fix  times  in  a ye_ar.  'i  i " 

.h  '^6  '.Howard.'/' 

• O ; 

• ■ . . ‘ i r ^ 

.-■  , - -J  ■ 
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i-  : SECTION  XVI.  . 

j 

ImperfeElion  of  Cure. 

ill 

It  is  well  known,  that  not  only  the* 
worft  fymptoms,  but  incurable  defor- 
mity, blindnefs^  and  even  death,  have 
followed  from  imperfedt  cures  of  fymp- 
toms of  the  difeafe.  ’>  A few  inflances 
will  put  the  importance  of  the  prefent 
fubjedl  in  its  true  light.  ■ * 

I was  called  to  a igentlerhan  who  had 
an  abfcefs  near  the  feat.  He  had  be- 
hdes  this,  one  of  the  moll  rank' vene- 
real eruptions  I had  ever  feen.  I found 
he  had  been  unhealthy  for  many  years; 
a long  time  before  this,  he  had  been 
frequently  clapped ; about  eight  years 

previous 
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previous  to  his  prefent  illnefs,  he  had  a 
chancre  and  bubo,  which  was  the  laft 
time  he  had  been  injured,  and  of  thefe 
fymptoms  he  fuppofed  he  had  been 
perfedly  cured  > fome' months  after 
this  cure,  he  felt,  what  he  had  liever 
before  experienced,  rheumatic  pains ; 
about  two  years^  from  this  •infecaion,. 
he  was  fuddenly  feized  with  an  inflam- 
mation of  one- of  his  eyes,  which  gave 
way  to  the  ufual  remedies  ; but  -when  ■ 
the  inflammation  went  off,  he  found, 
to  his  unfpeakable  concern,  that  he' 
had  totally  loft  the  fight  of  that  eye  ; 
he  faid  he  had  been  deaf  of  one  ear  for 
fome  time,  and  that  the  eruption  which 
I then  faw  on  his  • body,  had  come  on 
fuddenly  during  the  prefent  illnefs.’' 

Having 
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Having  compared  thi?  man’s  ac- 
count of  the  inflammation  of  his  eyes 
with  fome  others  of  the  fame  kind 
flnce  feen,  I have  no  doubt  of  its  ha- 
ving been  venereal.  ’The  pains  he 
called  rheumatifm,  fo  long  before  the 
appearance  of  this  inflammation,  were 
probably  venereal  alfo. 

A > young  gentleman  who  had  been 

* 

for  fome  years  infecfled,  was  attacked 
with  a venereal  ulceration  of  the  nofe 
and  face.  . Means  were  employed  for 
his  cure.  The  ;perfons  under  whofe 
care  he  had  been^, ' fuppofed  him  well ; 
but  in  about  thirteen  months  the  fymp- 
tom-  returned  with  more  violence  than 
ever  ^ the  ulcerations  were  to  the  high- 
eft  degree  malignant,  and  hourly  do- 
ing irreparable  injury  among  the  bones 

of 
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of  the  nofc'  and*  palate,  &c.  He  was 
exceedingly  emaciated^'-  and  inclined 
to*->be  -hearc?^-i  The  mod  judicious 
means  tb  check  the  progrefs  of  the  ul- 
ceration and  putrefadlion,  were  ufed 
without  effeH.  The  difeafe  continued 
to  make  its  ravages  in  fjDite  of  every 
thing  that^  was  done,  till  it  deflroyed 
him)  death  taking  place  before  his 
mouth-eould  be  properly  affeded. 

Howard. 

"■  * i.-  -r.' 

- • I ^ 

Enough  of  mercury  may  be  taken 
for  preventing  a return  of  the  fymp- 
toms  on  the  fofter  parts,  which'  ufual- 
ly  precede  the  pains  and  nodes  on  the 
tendons  and  (kin  covering  the  bone, 
but  not  enough  to  eradicate  and  extin- 
guifh  the  venereal  adion  on  thefe 
parts,  and  on  the  conftitution  in  gene- 
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ral.  This  is  generally  the  caufe  of* 
pains  and  nodes  appearing,  and  conti- 
nuing when  no  other  fymptpms  are  ap- 
parent. Foot. 


SECTION  XVII. 

Tendency  to  produce  other  Difeafes. 

Agues,  or  intermittent  fevers,  have 
alfo  been  obferved  by  Dr  Werthof 
and  others,  either  to  be  produced  by 

V 

the  venereal  poifon,  or  concomitant 
with  the  venereal  difeafe.  Flying 
rheumatic  pains,  violent  headachs,  and 
pain  in  the  hip,  fometimes  originate 
from  this  fource.  Schwediauer. 

The  venereal  difeafe  becomes  often 
the  immediate  caufe  of  other  difeafes, 

by 
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by  calling  forth  latent  tendencies  to  f 
adion..  If  the  vcnereahdifeafe  attacks  , 
the  lungs,  confumption  may  enfue ; and  in  . 
like  manner  where  the  bones  are  af- 
fedled,  or „ the  nofe,  fcrofulous  fwel- 
lings.  r,  : . Hunter. 

1 . ■ 

I have  obferved,  that  the  venereal  • 
dileale-was  ca.pable  of  bringing  latent 
difpofitions  injto  adion.  iThis  is  re- 
markably the  cafe  with  buboes,  and  I 
believe  ;the  difpofition  is  more  ofithe- 
fcrofulous  kind  than ‘any  other.  ^ ,It  . 
fometimes  happens,  that  thefe  fores 
when  lofmg,  or  entirely  deprivedi  of 
the  venereal  difpofition,  form  into  a. 
Tore  of  another  kind,  and  moft  proba- 
bly of  various  kinds.  How  far  it  is  a 
difeafe.arifing  from  a venereal  taint, 

■ and  the  effeds  of  a mercurial  courfe 

^ jointly, 


I 
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jointlyj''is  not*  certain,  but  moft  pro- 
bably 4 thefe  two  have  fome  lb  are  in 

fbnning  the  dileale.  V ; \ . , 


Such  difeafes-  make  the  cure  of  the 
venereahmuch  more  uncertain,  becaufe 
when  the  fores  become  ftationary,  or 
the  mercury  begins  to  difagree,  we  are 
read y/^: to,  fufped;  that  i the  poifon.  is, 
gone,  but  this  is  not  always  the  cafe  i 
the  poifon  is:  perhaps  only  lefs  pbwer- 
fuk  than  -the  new-formed ‘difeafe,  and 
as  3 1 were  lies -dormant/:  ori  eeafes  to^ 
adt^and  when  thenthercbecbmesiWeaki 


erpthe  venereal  begins  to  Ihew  itfelF 


again,  n 


A young  gentleman,  laged  eighteen 
years, -•  in  confec^uence  '.of  a,  ■ venereal 

infeaion,  had  two  buboes,  which  were 

both 


both  opened.  They  were  treated  - in 
the  ufual  manner,  and  at  firft  put  oil  a 
favourable  appearance  3 but  when  they 
were  nearly  healed,  they  began  to  ul- 
cerate at  their  edges,  and  fpread  in  all 
diredlions,  riling  almod:  to  the  navel, 
and  defcending  upon  each  thigh.  His 
nights  became  relHefs,  and  his  general 
health  was  alFeded.  A great  variety 
of  medicines  were  tried,  particularly 
mercury  in  different  forms,  with  lit- 
tle or  no  elfedl.  Extradl  of  hemlock 
did  more  good  than  any  thing  elfe,  and 
was  taken  in  unufual  quantities.  The 
ulcers  were  nearly  all  healed,  after  ha- 
ving tormented  him  upwards  of  three 
years  3 when  committing  fome  irregu- 
larities in  diet,  and  the  fores  getting 
worfe,  he  returned  to  the  extrad  of 
hemlock,  which  he  had  for  fome  time 
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laid  afide.  He  took  only  half  the 
quantity  that  he  had  formerly  taken, 
but  his  conftitution  had  been  at  that 
time  gradually  habituated  to  the  medi-r 
cine.  This  quantity  produced  great 
refllefsnefs  and  anxiety  ; he  dropt  im 
fenfibly  from  his  chair  3 fell  into  com 
vulfions,  and  expired  in  two  hours. 

That  venereal  complaints  may  be 
the  caufe  of  others,  I'  think  is  very 
probable.  I have  feen  a chancre  the 
immediate  caufe  of  inflammation  of 
another  kind.  I have  known  a vene- 
real bubo  become  a fcrofulous  fore  as 
foon  as  the  venereal  adtion  was  de- 
flroyed.  The  venereal  difeafe  feems 
to  partake  of  the  nature  of  fuch  dif- 
prders  as  the  conftitution  was  previouf- 

'y 


ly  difpofed  to,  and  may  pufh  into  ac- 
tion the  caufes  of  thefe  diforders. 

' Hunter. 

If  the  poifon  can  exift  in  the  fyflem 
for  a confiderable  length  of  time  with- 
out fhewing  any  external  mark  of  dif- 
eafe,  and  of  this,  few  I believe  will 
doubt  3 it  is  difficult  to  conceive  that 
it  Ihould  not  produce  both  general  de- 
rangement and  particular  organic  af- 
fedlions  3 and  accordingly  I believe, 
that  it  more  frequently  does  fo  than 
we  are  ufually  led  to  imagine.  The 
evidence  which  I could  give  of  this 
would  be  exceedingly  ample,  as  I could 
relate  a very  extenfive  colledion  of 
cafes,  in  a great  variety  of  difeafes  in 
which  it  adually  happened.  The  dif- 
eafes  induced  by  the  venereal  poifon, 

M 4 
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of  which  I fhall  give  inftances,  arc, 
confumptiori,  aflhma,  rheumatifm,  drop- 
fy,  headach/-  epilepfy,  and  madnefs. 

Bell, 

Mr  Bell  then,  proceeds  to  give  in- 
/ 

Bances,  from  his  own  practice,  which 
fully  fupport  his  pofition. 

/•  ' - Editor, 


SECTION  XVIII. 

Pronenefs  to  Infedion. 

Some  are  more  liable  to  be  infected 
than  others  feemingly  of  the  fame  ha- 
bit ^ and  thofe  Who  have  been  once 
infedted  are  more  liable  to  catch  the 
contagion  a fecond  time,  than  thofe 
who  never  were  infeded  before  with 

the 
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the  dlfeafe.  The  fame  difference  is  , 
obfervable  in  the  progrefs  made  by  the 
difeafe  after  the  patient  is  infedted. 
In  fome  the^  progrefs  is  flow,  and  the 
difeafe  appears  fcarce  to  gain  any 
ground ; while  in  others  it  advances 
with  the  utmoft  rapidity,  and  foon 
produces  the  mod  terrible  fymptoms. 

SCHWEDIAUER. 


SECTION  XIX. 

Mode  of  Infe6lio7i, 

The  common  mode  of  Infection  is  ' 
too  well  known  to  require  any  men- 
tion. 

f 

Befides  this,  there  are  many  others. 

Editor. 
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A father' or  a mother  venereally  in- 
fected, whether  they  have  any  appa- 
rent fymptoms  or  not,  will  produce  a 
child  venereally  infeCled  ^ and  thefe 
occurrences  are  very  common.  Chaps 
in  the  lips  may  be  the  vehicle  of  in- 
fection, by  killes  received  from  a fub- 
jeCt  who  is  conftitutionally  vitiated. 
The  repeated  venereal  intercourfe  of 
a found'  perfon,  with  a peffon  whofe 
conftitution  is  venereally  infected, 
wUl  impart  the  difeafe.  The  difeafe 
is  often  produced  jn  this  way,  when, 
upon  examination,  nothing  is  feen  a- 
bout  the  private  parts  of  a woman  to 
-warrant  a caufe  of  infeCtion  ^ £he  may 
.have,  on  all  other  parts,  hrong  proofs 
of  conftitutional  infeCtion.  A nurfe 
infected,  may  impart  it  to  a found 
child  who  fucks  her ; and  an  infeCted 

child 
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child  may  . impart  it  to  a found  nurfe, 
by  fucking  her. 

I ■ ! 

Venereal  affedions  from  thefe  cau- 
fes,  conftantly  occur.  Even  the  blood 
of  one  infedled  being  ingrafted  upon 
a wound  of  another,  will  moll  com- 
pletely impart  the  difeafe,  and  will 
impart  it  with  more  rapidity  than  if 
it  were  introduced  by  the  ufual  mode 
of  infedion. 

* 

Every  fluid  of  the  conftltution  of 
one  venereally  infeded,  does  virtually 
and  adually  poflefs  a venereal  vitia- 
tion ^ and  venereal  vitiation,  although 
not  in  the  leaft  apparent  to  the  eye,  i$ 
capable  of  imparting  the  affedion  to 
another,  when  properly  applied  for 
that  purpofe  5 even  if  there  be  no  lo- 
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cal  ivenereal  affe(9:ion  , upon/ the  part 
apparently,  from  whence  the  fluid  is 
taken,  and  which  does  convey  the  in- 
fedlion.  Foot. 

j)-  ■ *-: 

Mr  Foot  ohferves,  that  we  have 
read  cafes  from  authors,  of  the  difeafe 
breaking  out  without  knowing  when 
or  how  it  was  caught.  He  relates, 
that  a medical  gentleman  had  bitten 
off  the  cuticle  or  fcarf-fkin,  which 
hung  loofe  on  his  right  fore-finger, 
and  which  generated  into  a chancre, 
from  handling  an  opened  body  after 
death ; fo  that  he  was  contaminated, 
not  by  ulcerous  fluid,  nor  chancrous 
fluid,  but  by  a general  venereal  vitia- 
tion of  the  fluids.  This  chancre  on 
his  finger  did  not,  nor  would  heal  ; 
and  within  three  months,  eruptions 

broke~ 
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broke  out.  over-his  body,  knd'iwhich,; 
with  the  chancre  on  his  'finger,  gave 
way  to  mercury. 

: ■ .j.y  . 'JC  xra:  ' .?;0  « 

\ 

Mr  Foot  mentions- ‘another  cafe  of* 
the  fame  kind,  which  proceeded  fo  far 
as  to  affedl  the  bones;^!".  EniiTOR. 

In  a great  proportion  oE  cafes,  the 
difeafe  is  given  by  one  perfon  to  ano- 
ther in  coition,'  ^ iii  ,;a:c 

• -b  'vdt  , b'  v-'.bft  i : 

It  is  Trequently  given  tby.  aldifeafed 
child  to  a nurfe.-r^  ■ dv/ 

' \ 

An  infedled  nurfe  can  fcarcely  give 
fuck  without*  comniunicatihg  the  dif- 
eafe  to  the  child.’  ''The' difeafe  may  * 
be  communicated  by  venereal  fores^ 
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on  the  nipples,  or  by,  fucking  the  milk 
of  a difeafed  woman. 

The  child  may  be  infeded  as  it  paf- 
fes  from  the  womb.  ; 

^ ■[  -t  -7  J i I ‘ 

The  difeafe  may  be  givien;  to  mid*, 
wives  by  delivering  women  with  ve- 
nereal lores.  ijii,  ,;c  ' : 

"'  7 '1  ■ ii  ■ ' M‘;'  r* 

Surgeons,  in  drelllng  venereal  ifores, 
are  fometimes  infeded  > and  the  dif- 
eafe has  been  communicated  by.cblood- 
letting  with  a lancet  that  had  previoiif- 
ly  opened  a bubo. 

Cafes  fonaetimesf.  occur,,,  in,  I which 
the  matter. is  abforbed,  while ,the,  Ikin 
remains  entire.  The  fyllem  has,  in 
different  inftances,  been  infeded  by 


matter 


[ .195  ] 


matter  left  upon  the  lips  in  killing, 
and  by  drinking  out  of  a cup  recently 
ufed  by  an  infedted  perfon. 

So  readily  does  the  venereal  polfon 
enter  the  fyllem,  that  it  can  fcarcely 
be  applied  to  any  part  of  the  furface 
of  the  body,  but  with ' conliderable 
hazard.  I know,  from  various  fadls, 
that  fcarcely  any  part  of  the  Ikin  is 
fo  thick  as  to  prevent  it,  particularly 
if  the  parts  have  been  rendered  tender 
or  irritable,  either  by  inflammation  or 
any  other  caufe.  Nay,  it  fometimes 
happens  where  no  affedion  of  this 
kind  is  perceived.  In  two  inftahces, 
the  patients  were  poxed  by  the  mat- 
ter of  venereal  fores  being  applied  to 
the  fingers  where  the  Ikin  was  found. 

Bell. 

SECTION 
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SECTION  XX.-  r 

"The  venereal  Difeafe  in  Infants. 

' i ' r 2'':  ’ 

No  period  of  life  is  exempted.-  from 
the-  ravages  ' of  tl;ie  venereal  difeafe. 
They  are-  frequently  to  be  deplored 
even  in.,  infancy,  and  here  the  fame 
fymptoms  appear^  as  in  a patient  of 
more  advanced  years  j that  is,  when 
the  *poifon  enters  the  fyftem  ^in  the 
ufual  way,  from  theTurface  of  the  bo- 
dy, the  Tymptoms  which.,  enfue  are 
nearly  or  entirely  the  fame  as  in  other 

t 

periods  of  life  3 but  when  the  difeafe 
is  communicated  to. the  child  in  the 

■j  . .*  . ■ 

womb,  fome  variety  is  obferved. 

Bell. 
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SECTION  XXI, 

Abortion. 

Among  other  baneful  eifedls  of  the 
venereal  difeafe,  perhaps  none  prove 
more  dillrefsful  than  the  frequent  ab- 
ortions which  it  evidently  occafions. 
A child  infedled  in  the  womb,  will  in 
fome  inftances  not  come  away  till  the 
full  time  ^ but  in  a great  proportion 
of  cafes,  abortion  takes  place  in  the 
lixth  or  feventh  month.  Of  this  I 
have  met  with  fuch  a number  of  in- 
fiances,  that  I am  induced  to  conlider 
it  as  one  of  the  mod  frequent  caufes 
of  abortion  3 but  as  the  child  is  com- 
monly either  born  dead,  or  fo  weakly 
that  it  foon  dies,  fuffident  evidence  is 
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not,  often  obtained  to  lead  the  attend- 
ants to  entertain  any  fufpicion.  Hence 
pradlltioners  feldom  hear  of  it,  unlefs 
the  difeafe  has  made  greater  progrefs 
than  ufual.  I have  now  met  with  a 
confiderable  number  of  inftances  where 
abortion  had  regularly  taken  place  in 
the  fixth,  feventh,  or  eighth  month,  and 
in  which,  from  there  being  no  mark 
of  difeafe,  either  upon  the  father  or 
mother,  the  real  caufe  of  it  remained 
concealed,  but  was  at  laft  difcovered. 

Bell. 
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SECTION  XXII. 

EFFECTS  OF  MERCURY. 

TO  thefe  accounts  of  the  Effeds  of 
the  Venereal  Difeafe,  it  feems  proper 
to  fibjoin  an  account  of  the  effeds  of 
the  remedy  univerfally  employed, 
which  is  Mercury. 

This  account  deferves  great  atten- 
tion. It  contradids  the  alTertion  round- 
ly and  falfely  made,  by  low  and  inte- 
refted  praditioners,  that  patients  after 
venereal  complaints  are  no  worfe.  The 
fad  is,  that  a courfe  of  mercury  can- 
not be  undergone  for  any  complaint 
without  injuring  the  conftitution. 

When 
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When  given  with  the  utmoft  caution 
and  fkill,  it  unavoidably  weakens  the 
flomach,  relaxes  the  whole  nervous 
fyftem,  and  renders  the  patient  more 
liable  to  any  difeafe  to  which  his  con- 
ftitution,  or  other  circumftances,  had 
predifpofed  him.  No  perfon  of  can- 
dour and  reflection,  who  has  experien- 
ced the  eflfeCls  of  a mercurial  courfe, 
can  fay,  that  he  is  not,  in  fome  refpeCl, 
injured  by  it.  Volumes  of  teftimonies 
of  the  injury  done  by  mercury,  might 
be  produced.  Astruc,  whofe  accu- 
racy is  indifputable,  and  whofe  oppor- 
tunities were  great,  afcribes  a great 
number  of  bad  effeCts  to  very  mode- 
rate dafes  of  mercury.  - ' They  would 
too  much  enlarge  this  work,  or  they 
fhould  be  laid  before  the  reader. 
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I fliall  content  myfelf  with  produ- 
cing a few  teflimonies  from  modern 
writers. 

Mr  Hunter  fays  : We  find  that 

new  difeafes  arife  from  - mercury  a- 
lone.  The  tonfils  fhall  fwell  where 
no  venereal  difeafe  has  been  before  ^ 
the  periofleum  fiiall  thicken,  and  alfo, 
probably,  the  bones,  and  the  parts  over 
them,  fiiall  become  oedematous,  and 
fore  to  the  touch.  Befides  local  com- 
plaints, arifmg  from  the  combined  ac- 
tion of  the  mercury,  the  difeafe,  and 
the  conftitution,  there  is  fometimes  a, 
conftitutional  efiedl,  which  is  a weak- 
nefs  or  debility,  a languor,  want  of  ap- 
petite, frequent  fweats  threatening 
hedtic  3 but  thefe  happen  moftly  in 

thofe 


I 
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thofe  conflltutions  with  which 
ry  difagrees.’* 

Mr  Foot  fays  : “ I fhall  relate  what 
I underftand  to  be  the  effedls  of  the 
poifon  of  mercury  upon  the  conftitu- 
tion.  They  are  an  acceleration  of  the 
pulfe  from  a putrefcent  diathefis,  a 
univerfal  proftration  of  llrength,  a 
giddinefs  of  the  head  with  fwooning, 
a bleeding  at  the  nofe,  an  increafe  of 
faliva,  which  will  be  vifcid,  and  at- 
tended by  pain  and  fwelling  of  the 
maxillary  glands,  a brafly  tafte  in  the 
faliva,  a ftubborn,  coftive  habit,  an 
aching  head,  a throbbing  in  the  tem- 
poral arteries,  and  the  eyes  hot  and 
reddened. 

I 

“ Other 


r 203  ] 


Other  effeds  from  mercury,  are, 
cholic,  attended  with  palfy  of  a limb, 
or  general  palfy.” 

Though  fome  of  thele  eiiedls  are 
temporary,  they  are  fuch  as  cannot 
be  fuppofed  to  fubfide  without  leaving 
fome  lading  injury  to  the  conftitution^ 
and  though  fome  may  arife  from  an 
excefs  of  the  medicine,  or  from  indif- 
cretion  during  the  ufe  of  it,  yet  where 
there  is  a tendency  to  fuch  effeds 
there  cannot  be  fafety. 

An  anonymous  writer  fays  : The 

mifchief  done  by  mercury  and  its  pre- 
parations, even  in  good  hands,  has  been 
perhaps  equal  to  all  the  good  it  has 
produced.  The  occalions  where  it  is 

adminidered 
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admiriiftered  are  innumerable,  and  the 

f 

deftrudion  is  endlefs.”  « 

Mr  Howard,  whom  we  have  quoted 
above,  fays  : “ The  adion  of  this  medi- 
cine has  a tendency  to  increafe  the  dif- 
pofition  to  hedic,  in  every  the  bell  pof- 
lible  temperament.”  And  again:  How 

many  hundreds  are  there  who  overlook 
or  really  are  ignorant  of  the  critical  h- 
tuation  in  which  mercurial  courfes  un- 
avoidably place  them.” 

Mr  Bell  fays:  Mercury  is  perhaps 

one  of  the  moft  univerfal  ftimulants 
with  which  we  are  acquainted.  Even 
in  fmall  quantities,  it  often  excites  heat 
over  the  whole  body;,  quicknefs  of 
pulfe,  and  other  fymptoms  of  fever. 
Befides  the  ufual  fymptoms  of  fever, 

mercury 


[ 205  ] 


mercury  is  apt  to  excite  reftlefsnefs, 
anxiety,  general  debility,  and  a very 
diftrefsful  irritable  Hate  of  the  whole 
fyltem. 

‘‘  Thefe  are  the  ordinary  eifedls  of 
mercury,  and  in  the  treatment  of  the 
venereal  difeafe  one  of  the  greateft  dif- 
ficulties we  meet  with,  is  the  manage- 
ment of  this  medicine  5 for  while  the 
cure  of  the  difeafe  often  requires  it  to 
be  given  in  confiderable  quantities,  the 
conftitution  is  apt  to  be  materially  in- 
jured if  it  be  not  exhibited  with  the 
greateft  care  and  attention.” 


THE  END, 
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The  following  pages  wefe  written  in  pro- 
fecution  of  my  plan  for  rendering  medicine 
more  extenfively  beneficial  to  mankind. 
They  treat  of  a difeafe  which,  at  once,  tends 
to  poifon  the  fprings  of  happinefs,  and  to 
debafe  the  human  race.  To  fliew  men  how 
far  it  is  in  their  own  power,  by  due  care  and 
attention,  to  prevent  its  defirndtive  influence, 
is  the  profefTcd  defign  of  the  enfuing  treatife. 
How  far  I have  fucceeded  in  the  execution  of 
this  defign  mufl  be  left  for  others  to  de- 
termine ; but  if  thefe  hints  fhould  in  any 
meafure  conduce  to  put  the  young  and  un- 
wary on  their  guard  againft  the  direful  con- 
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fequences  of  this  infidious  malady,  I fhall 
think  my  time  and  attention  have  been  ex- 
tremely well  bellowed . 

Many  reafons  have  induced  me  to  feledb 
the  Venereal  Difeafe  as  the  fubjed  of  a fe- 
parate  treatife.  It  is  one  of  thofe  com- 
plaints which,  for  the  -patient’s  peace  and 
happinefs,  he  often  finds  it  neeeffary  to  con- 
ceal ; and,  fortunately  for  him,  this,  by  due 
care,  may  generally  be  effeded.  Befides, 
other  difeafes  are  often  removed  by  the 
efforts  of  nature,  or  difiippear  of  their  own 
accord  ; but  in  the  lues  venerea,  nature  can- 
not effed  a cure.  A good  conflitution  is 
doubtlefs  in  favour  of  the  patient,  but  no- 
eonflitution  can  conquer  the  virulence  of  this- 
, poifon.  Whoever  trufls  to  that  will  be  dif- 
appointed.  As  a fpecihe  remedy  is  dif- 
covered,  its  properties  ought  furely  to  be 
made  known  to  the  public.  Since  the 
powers  of  the  Bark  were  underflood  by  all,, 
-every  one  can  cure  an  ague ; yet  this  difeafe 
proves  often  more  obflinate  than  a confirmed 
pox. 

Unfortunately  for  thofe  who  labour  under 
the  venereal  difeafe,  its  treatment  has  fallen 
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into  bad  hands.  Not  only  Quacks  of  all 
defcriptions  undertake  to  cure  it ; but  every 
idle  fellow  who  does  not  chufe  to  follow 
fome  ufeful  employment,  fets  up  for  dodlor, 
afTumes  fome  well  known  name,  and  adver- 
tifes  an  infallible  remedy  for  the  venereal  dif- 
eafe.  The  apothecary’s  man,  or  even  the 
apothecary’s  man’s  man,  often  pafTes  for  an 
adept  in  curing  this  malady.  Nor  is  it  un- 
common, for  the  fellow  who  bruflied  the  fur- 
geon’s  coat,  or  cleaned  his  fliop,  to  ilep  into 
his  mailer’s  flioes,  and  fometimes  into  his 
chariot,  by  his  pretended  (kill  in  curing  the 
lues  venerea.  Thefe  noilrum-mongers  not 
only  fell  the  fame  medicines  to  all  their  pa* 
tients,  however  widely  their  fymptoms  may 
differ  ; but,  unfortunately  for  them,  the  nof- 
trum  often  does  not  contain  a fingle  grain  of 
what  we  know  to  be  abfolutely  neceffary  for 
their  cure. 

( 

f he  credulity  of  mankind  in  regard  to  me- 
dicine, is  truly  aflonifliing.  Even  thofe  who 
affedt  to  be  fceptical  in  other  matters  are  the 
eafy  dupes  of  every  pretender  to  a fecret  me- 
dicine : they  will  negledl  the  advice  of  the 
moft  fkilful  phyfician,  and  run  after  the 
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ignorant  quack,  becaufe  he  promifes  them 
a fudden  cure  j but  alas  ! this  fudden  cure,, 
nine  times  out  of  ten,  turns  out  to  be  no  cure 
at  all,  and  the  difeafe  is  by  this  means  trifled 
with,  till  it  becomes  altogether  incurable. 

The  moft  frequent  dupes  to  quackery  are  the 
young  and  unwary.  They  credit  the  contents  of 
every  puff  that  is  put  into  their  hands  as  they 
walk  the  flreets,  and  fwallow  with  eagernefs 
the  drugs  it  recommends.  I would  beg  leave 
Juft  to  hint  to  fuch  inexperienced  youths, 
that  the  advertifing  quack,  is,  ten  to  one,  more 
ignorant  of  medicine  than  themfelves,  that 
his  foie  aim  is  to  take  their  money,  and  when 
he  has  got  that,  he  cares  no  more  for  the  pa- 
tient. I am  warranted  to  fay  this  from  daily 
obfervation,  and  am  forry  to  add,  that  too 
many,,  from  woeful  experience,  know  it  to  be 
true.  So  great  however  is  the  influence  of 
quackery  over  the  young  mind,  that  I have 
feen  one  of  thofe  unfledged  gentlemen,  while 
I was  writing  a prefeription  for  him,  take  up 
■a  newfpaper,  and  cafting  his  eye  on  anadver- 
tifement,  which  promifed  to  do  in  a few  days 
what  I had  told  him  would  require  weeks-, 
if  not  months,  to  complete,  put  my  pre- 
feription 
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fcription  in  his  pocket,  and  hafte  away  to  the 
performers  of  quick  cures. 

No  great  {kill  is  neceffary  to  dry  up  a chan- 
cre, fo  as  to  make  it  appear  healed  in  a few 
days.  This  they  call  curing  the  pox ; but, 
if  ever  the  pox  exifted,  it  cannot  be  cured  in 
this  manner.  I know  of  numbers,  how- 
ever, w'ho  avow  this  as  their  common 
practice.  Need  any  one  be  furprifed  to  find 
obfiinate  ulcers,  and  carious  bones  as  the  con- 
fequence  ? The  practitioner,  whofe  foie  ob- 
ject is  to  touch  the  patient’s  money,  will 
patch  him  up,  and  get  him  off  his  hands,  as 
foon  as  he  can.  Let  all  who  wifii  to  prefervc 
their  conftitution,  beware  of  fuch  cures. 

Some  authors  would  perfuade  us  that,  in 
whatever  fhape  the  venereal  difeafe  appears, 
it  never  fails  to  do  great  injury  to  the  confti- 
tution. I grant  that,  in  fome  conftitutions, 
this  may  be  true,  but  am  inclined  to  think, 
that  the  mifchief  done  by  the  venereal  difeafe, 
is  often  owing  to  wrong  regimen,  and  impro- 
per treatment.  The  proportion  of  thofe  who 
are  able  to  obtain  good  advice,  and  obferve  a 
proper  regimen,  does  not  amount  to  one  in  a 
hundred.  All  the  reft  muff  put  up  with 
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fuch  advice  as  they  can  obtain,  and  follow  the 
heft  regimen  that  their  circumftances  will  per- 
rnit.  By  far  the  greater  part  are  obliged  to 
follow  their  necelTary  employments,  however 
hurtful  they  may  be,  during  the  whole  time 
they  are  taking  medicine. 

It  is  eafy  to  fay,  that  every  man  afflided 
with  the  venereal  difeafe,  ought  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  the  heft  advice ; but  how  is  he  to 
obtain  it  ? The  befl  advice  is  not  eafily  pur- 
chafed.  Befides,  men  afflidled  with  the  ve- 
nereal difeafe  are  often  in  ftiiations  where  no 
medical  alHflance  of  any  kind  can  be  had, 
Thefe  are  the  men  for  whom  the  following 
obfervations  were  thrown  together.  They 
are  not  defigned  to  fuperfede  the  phyfician, 
but,  in  fome  meafure,  to  fupply  his  place 
where  he  cannot  be  had  ; and  to  prevent  thofe 
who  are  not  able  to  employ  him,  from  becom- 
ing the  prey  of  ignorance  and  avarice. 

It  is  a juft  obfcrvation,  that  there  is  a greater 
difference  between  a good  phyfician  and  a bad 
one,  than  between  a good  phyfician  and  none. 
When  I fay  a bad  one,  I mean  the  felf- 
created  do(ftor,  who,  while  he  knows  no- 
thing, undertakes  every  thing.  A man  of 
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icommon  underflanding,  with  the  affiftance 
of  books,  will  condud  his  own  cure  'better 
than  many  of  thofe  who  make  a trade  of  cur- 
ing the  lues  venerea.  Nor  is  it  a matter  of 
fmall  importance  for  a man  to  know  when  he 
is  properly  treated.  It  is  on  the  ignorance  of 
the  patient  that  the  Charlatan  prefumes.  He 
knows  there  is  no  danger  of  detedtion  while 
the  patient  is  taught  to  dread,  even  the  leaft 
dip,  in  medical  knowledge. 

A man  fliould  at  leaf!  have  as  much  in- 
formation about  this  malady  as  to  knoww'hen 
he  has  got  it.  Many  have  their  pockets 
picked,  by  taking  medicines  for  the  difeafe, 
who  never  had  it ; while  others  are  fuffered, 
to  linger  under  the  complaint  for  years,  being 
all  the  while  told  that  they  had  it  not.  1 lately 
faw  a remarkable  inftance  of  the  latter,  in  a 
young  man,  who  applied  to  me  to  know  whe- 
ther or  not  he  had  the  malady,  as  his  medical 
attendant  had  told  him  it  was  no  fuch  thing. 

I never  faw  the  lues  more  ftrongly  marked, 
and  advifed  him  immediately  to  begin  acourfe 
of  mercury,  which  he  did  , but  not  being  able 
toobferve  a ftridt  regimen,  it  was  ten  months 
before  he  was  well,  though  his  mouth  was 
kept  fore  during  molt  of  the  time. 
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If  men  may  fall  into  fuch  hands,  it  is  furely 
high  time  that  they  were  taught,  at  leaft,  to 
know  the  fymptoms  of  this  too  common  mala-w 
dy.  Totalkof makingallmenphyficians,isthe 
extreme  of  folly.  Surely  the  man -who  writes 
a catechifm  does  not  intend  to  qualify  his 
readers  for  becoming.dodtors  in  divinity  j yet 
fuch  is  the  folly  of  men,  or  rather  the  preju-^ 
dice  of  the  faculty,  that  whoever  attempts  to 
throw  a little  light  on  the  public  mind,  with 
regard  to  difeafes,  is  immediately  branded 
with  the  intention  of  making  every  man  a 
phyfician.  Would  to  God  that  phyficians 
were  fo  eafily  made  ! To  be  a phyfician  is  the 
bufinefs  of  a man’s  life,  and  the  candid  will 
confefs  that,  to  the  laft,  he  has  IHll  much  to 
learn. 

It  is  often  a difficult  matter,  in  the  cure  of 
this  difeafe,  to  perfuade  patients  to  take  mer- 
cury for  a fufficient  length  of  time.  The 
wifli  to  be  foon  well  is  natural,  but  it  is  pro- 
ductive of  much  mifchief.  The  victims  to 
quick  cures  are  innumerable  : yet  men  will 
run  after  thofe  who  prornife  them,  though  to 
their  own  deftruCtion.  Few  days  pafs  in 
which  I do  not  fee  ,inftances  of  the  danger 
arifipg  from  imperfeCt  cures  p/  the  lues  ve- 
nerea j 
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rierea  ; and  I have  reafon  to  believe,  that  thofe 
which  are  not  feen,  nor  regarded,  are  ftill 
more  numerous. 

Nor  is  the  difficulty  much  lefs  in  getting 
men  to  take  mercury  in  fufficient  doles.  Mer- 
cury may  be  taken  for  any  length  of  time, 
but  if  it  is  not  adminiftered  in  fuch  quanti- 
ties as  to  produce  fufficient  effeds  on  the  fyf- 
tem,  it  will  not  fubdue  the  poifon.  This, 
however,  is  not  an  eafy  matter  to  eftimate. 
The  difference  of  conllitutions  is  fuch,  that 
two  perfons  can  hardly  be  treated  exadtly  in 
the  fame  way,  and  our  condudl  mud;  be  re. 
gulated  chiefly  by  its  effects  on  the  fydem. 

Much  has  been  faid  in  favour  of  the  alter- 
ative mode  of  adminiffering  mercury;  and 
it  were  greatly  to  be  wilhed,  that  it  could  be 
depended  on  for  completing  the  cure  ; but 
with  that  view  I dare  not  recommend  it. 
No  doubt  it  may  fucceed  in  certain  cafes,  but 
it  is  not  to  be  truded  as  a general  mode  of 
treatment.  When  the  conditution  is  too  ir- 
ritable to  bear  even  the  flighted:  degree  of  fa- 
livation,  the  mercury  may  produce  its  effedls 
taken  as  an  alterative.  It  may  likewife  be 
proper  after  a liberal  ufe  of  mercury,  when 

it 
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it  is  deemed  neceflary  to  keep  up  the  mercii., 
lial  adlion  on  the  iyflem,  to  adminifter  it 
in  this  manner. 

It  would  be  eafy  to  bring  forward  a num- 
ber of  cafes  to  prove  the  danger  of  trufting  to 
the  alterative  method  of  cure  j but  the  fol- 
lowing fliall  fuffice. 

Some  years  ago  a merchant  from  North 
America  put  himfelf  under  my  care,  for, 
what  the  London  phylician,  to  whom  he  firil 
applied,  had  treated  as  a cancer  in  the  nofe. 
I fufpedted  the  cale  to  be  venereal,  and,  from 
the  patient’s  own  account  of  the  matter,  there 
remained  no  doubt  of  it.  Before  he  left 
America,  he  had  taken  mercury  for  above 
twelve  months,  and  all  the  while  the  difeafe 
was  preying  upon  the  nofe,  till  it  had  eat 
away  both  the  alec  7^aJ^^  as  they  are  called,  oc- 
cafioned  an  amazing  degree  of  pain,  and  ren- 
dered him  a fliocking  fpedlacle. 

On  looking  over  his  apothecary’s  bill,  I could 
perceive  that  the  gentleman  had  ufed  a fuf- 
heient  quantity  of  mercury  to  have  perform- 
ed a cure,  provided  it  had  been  taken  in  a 
fourth  part  of  the  time.  Indeed  the  event 
proved  the  truth  of  this  obfervation.  I put 
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him  on  a courfe  of  mercury  and  diet  drink, 
confined  him  to  the  houfe,  and  in  lefs  than 
two  months  his  nofe  was  perfedlly  healed, 
and  continues  fo  to  this  day.  The  deformity, 
however,  for  which  he  has  to  thank  his  Ame- 
rican doftor,  mull  defcend  with  him  to  the 
grave. 

About  four  months  ago  one  of  thofe  un- 
happy females  who  often  contradl  the  lues 
venerea,  but  are  feldom  thoroughly  cured,  ap- 
plied to  me  for  a fore  leg.  The  fore  was  a 
little  above  the  ancle,  had  been  long  open, 
and  fhew'ed  no  difpofition  to  heal.  She  faid 
Ihe  believed  it  was  owing  to  an  ill  cured  pox, 
and  added  that  flie  had  been  taking  mercury, 
as  an  alterative,  for  upwards  of  twelve 
months,  without  the  fmallefl:  benefit.  As  I 
was  entirely  of  her  way  of  thinking,  I ad- 
vifed  her  to  take  the  corrofive  fublimate  of 
mercury,  in  fuch  dofes  as  to  keep  her  mouth 
fore,  for  feveral  w'eeks,  and  likewdfe  to  wafli 
the  fore  frequently  with  the  folution  of  fub- 
limate, as  flrong  as  fhe  could  eafily  bear  it. 
I was  agreeably  furprifed  to  fee  her  come 
back  within  fix  wrecks,  to  return  me  thanks 
.for  the  cure,  with  her  leg  perfedly  healed, 
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and  in  all  other  refpeds  well.  I have  been 
long  in  the  habit  of  treating  thefe  fores,  which 
I took  to  be  venereal,  with  the  fublimatc,  and 
have  feldom  been  difappointed  in  its  effedls. 

The  next  cafe  that  1 fhall  mention  is, 
that  of  a gentleman  refident  in  London, 
who  had  every  opportunity  of  taking  the  very 
beft  advice,  yet  followed  the  worff.  He 
thought  he  could  follow  his  bufnefs  and 
take  mercury  at  the  fame  time,  with  fafety 
and  effedt.  T his  he  tried  for  a feries  of  years, 
his  nofe  all  the  while  fuffering  a gradual  di- 
minution. This  was  imputed  to  fome  other 
caufe,  till  at  length,  that  organ  totally  dif- 
appeared.  He,  when  too  late,  applied  to  an 
eminent  pradiitioner  in  that  line,  who  told  him 
he  had  never  taken  the  medicine  properly ; 
put  him  under  a courfe  of  mercury ; confined 
him  to  the  houfe  for  fome  months,  and  made 
a complete  cure  of  him.  He  now  enjoys  the 
blefiing  of  perfed:  health,  if  health  in  fuch  a 
mangled  condition  can  be  called  a blefiing,  or 
deemed  worth  the  enjoying. 

After  a very  liberal  adminifiration  of  mer- 
cury there  will  often  remain  fome  marks  of 
the  difprder.  In  this  cafe,  if  the  alterative 
, method 
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method  is  purfued,  thefe  will  difappear,  anci 
this  mode  of  treatment  will  get  the  credit  of 
the  cure,  while  it  w^as  wholly  owing  to  the 
mercury  previoufly  adminiflered.  Whatever 
may  happen  in  flight  degrees  of  infedlion,  or 
where  the  fyftem  has  been  previoufly  impreg- 
nated with  mercury,  I would  not  advife  any 
one  who  has  got  a confirmed  pox  to  tmfthis 
cure  folely  to  the  alterative  mode  of  admini- 
fle'ring  mercury  ; otherwife  he  may  have 
caufe  to  regret  the  injuries  done  to  his  con- 
flitution,  when  it  is  too  late  to  repair  them.* 

* The  eafe  with  which  feme  people  treat  thefe  mat- 
ters,  where  life  is  concerned,  is  to  me  aftonifhing,  A 
young  gentleman  lately  applied  to  me  who  was  all  over 
covered. with  venereal  blotches.  He  had  been  treated  on 
the  alterative  plan  for  a confiderable  time,  but  W'ithout 
cfFe£t.  I changed  the  mode  of  treatment,  and  he  was 
cured  in  about  two  months.  While  under  my  care  he 
met  his  old  dodor,  as  he  was  pleafed  to  call  him,  and 
told  him  what  I was  doing.  He  faid  I would  make  his 
mouth  ftink  like  the  devil,  fo  that  he  could  not  go  into 
genteel  company.  This  is  delicacy  with  a vengeance!  A 
man,  rather  than  have  a fore  mouth  for  a few  weeks,  is  to 
be  eat  up  with  the  lues  venerea  ; yet  there  are  men  who 
fwallow  ihele  doctrines,  becaufe  they  coincide  with  their 
©wn  wiflies. 
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Many  retard  their  cure,  and  fometimeS 
even  prevent  it,  by  leaving  ofFthe  mercury  as 
foon  as  it  affedls  the  mouth,  and  taking  open- 
ing medicines  to  carry  it  out  of  the  body. 
In  fa6l  the  mercury  is  too  apt  to  run  off  by 
Hool,  and  never  has  its  full  effedl  on  the  fyf- 
tem  when  carried  off  too  quickly,  either  by  the 
bowels  or  the  mouth.  The  great  art  in 
adminiflering  mercury  is  to  regulate  the  dofe 
in  fuch  a manner  as  to  keep  the  fyhem  fully 
faturated,  without  forcing  it  off  by  any  of  the 
outlets.  This  may  generally  be  done  by  gra- 
dually increafing  the  dofe,  till  the  mouth  is 
forC)  and  then  keeping  it  fo  by  fmaller  dofes. 

There  is  no  difeafe  where  the  patient  is  fo 
much  inclined  to  impofe  on  the  phyfician  as 
in  this.  He  will  feldom  tell  the  truth,  and, 
perhaps  never  the  whole  truth;  but  what  is  hill 
worfe,  he  feldom  implicitly  follows  the  doc- 
tor s direihions,  with  regard,  either  to  regi- 
menor  medicines.  It  is  indeed  to  be  regret- 

O 

ed  that  many  patients  cannot  obferve  a pro- 
per regimen ; but  it  is  always  in  their  power 
fo  be  honeh,  and  not  impofe  on  the  dodtor 
by  throwing  one  half  of  their  medicines 
away,  while  he  thinks  they  have  taken 
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the  whole.  This,  inftead  of  cheating  the 
dodor,  is  cheatirrg  themfelves,  and,  if  they 
are  difappointed  of  a cure,  they  certainly 
deferve  it.  The  danger  of  doing  too  much 
is  not  lefs  than  of  doing  too  little.  A 
patient,  who  willies  for  a fpeedy  cure,  will 
often  take  a double  or  treble  dofe  of  the  me- 
dicine prefcribed  to  him.  Such  a man 
may  efcape,  but,  by  this  condud,  he  never 
fails  to  endanger  his  life. 

Some  patients  think  it  is  the  bufinefs  of  the 
dodor  to  find  out  their  diforders,  without 
being  told  any  thing  about  them.  They 
treat  phyficians  as  conjurors,  and  think 
they  need  no  information.  A patient,  who 
wilhes  for  a cure,  cannot  be  too  open  and 
txplicit  with  his  dodor.  He  lliould  not  only 
impart  every  circumlfance  he  knows  concern- 
ing his  difeafe,  but  follow  the  dodor^s  di- 
ledions,  as  far  as  it  lies  in  his  power. 

Few  things  are  more  difficult  than  to  af- 
certain  the  time  when  the  patient  is  complete- 
ly cured.  It  is  more  a matter  of  obfervatjon 
than  of  calculation.  The  quantity  of  mercury 
taken,  the  time  the  patient  has  ufed  it,  and 
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the  preparation  he  took,  muftall  be  confider- 
ed ; but  they  will  not  afcertain  the  point. 
Even  the  difappearing  of  the  fyrriptoms  is 
fallacious,  as  they  will  fometimes  return  j 
efpecially  where  the  patient’s  habit  leans  to 
the  fcrofulous  or  fcorbutic.  The  fafeft  me- 
thod is  always  to  continue  the  medicine  for 
fome  time  after  the  fymptoms  have  difap- 
peared  j unlefs  in  cafes  where  the  mercurial 
adion  has  ceafed,  or  the  patient’s  flrength  is 
exhaufled  ; when  he  muff  be  put  on  a courfe 
of  tonic  medicines,  with  nourifliing  diet,  and 
allowed  the  benefit  of  country  air,  and  fea- 
bathing,  if  neceffary. 

Many  abfurd  opinions  ftill  prevail  concern- 
ing  this  difeafe,  which  lead  to  very  improper 
pradices.  Such  opinions  generally  die  away 
as  the  public  mind  becomes  more  enlighten- 
ed ; but  as  that  is  by  no  means  the  cafe,  with 
regard  to  medicine,  we  fhall  mention  a few  of 
them,  only  to  fhew  how  little  foundation 
they  have  either  in  reafon  or  common-fenfe. 
y One  of  the  mod:  abfurd  notions  that  ever 
entered  the  mind  of  man  is,  that  a difeafe 
may  he  cured  by  communicating  it  to  another. 
Yet  in  mofl  countries  this  has  been  believed, 
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nnd  is  at  prefent  in  this,  with  regard  to  the  ve- 
nereal diford er.  We  might  as  well  fuppofe 
that  one  mad-dog,  by  biting  another,  would 
receive  a cure ; or,  that  the  wretch  expiring 
under  the  plague,  'would  recover  by  commu- 
nicating the  difeafe  to  thofe  around  him. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  fay  whether  an  at- 
tempt to  obtain  a cure  by  communicating  the 
difeafe  to  another,  is  more  wicked  or  abfurd. 
Certain  it  is,  however,  that  under  this  impref- 
lioHj  innocence  is  betrayed,  and  loathfome 
difeafes  are  diffieminated,  without  the  poffi- 
bility  of  any  advantage  being  derived  from 
it.  On  this  falfe  idea  infants  are  abufed,  and 
the  moft  flagitious  crimes  perpetrated,  to  re- 
move what  will  yield  only  to  the  proper  an- 
tidote; and,  what  flill  tends  to  aggravate  thd 
crime,  this  antidote  is  known  to  all,  and  is  fo 
eafily  purchafedj  that  all  may  obtain  it. 

Nor  is  the  idea  of  retaliation  lefs  wicked; 
Becaufe  a worthlefs  woman  has  communi- 
cated the  difeafe  to  a diffipated  man,  is  he  en- 
titled to  tranfmit  it  to  as  many  as  he  can  ? 
The  perfon  who  adts  on  this  principle  may 
as  well  alledge  that,  becaufe  he  has  been  rob- 
bed on  the  highway,  he  has  a right  to  make 
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reprifals,  by  taking  every  man’s  money  he 
meets.  The  law  would  tell  him  otherwife  ; 
and  it  is  *pity  there  Ihould  not  be  a law  to 
punifh  the  unprincipled  libertine,  who  makes 
it  his  boaft  that,  byway  of  retaliation,  he  has 
communicated  the  difeafe  to  as  many  women 
as  he  poffibly  could. 

This  conduct  is  not  only  bafe,  but  criminal. 
The  man  who  knowingly  communicates  a 
difeafe  to  another,  which  proves  fatal,  cannot, 
^ in  my  opinion,  be  confidered  in  any  other 
light  than  that  of  a murderer.  Nor  is  the 
crime  much  lefs  where  the  conftitution  is 
ruined.  A perfon  had  better  be  killed  at  once, 
than  left  to  drag  out  a life  of  pain  and  mi- 
fery,  under  the  influence  of  a loathfome  dif- 
eafe. 

The  man  who  flops  another  on  the  high- 
way, takes  a trifle  from  him,  and  puts  him 
in  fear  of  his  life,  is  hanged  ; while  the  ma- 
rauder on  the  public  health  efcapes  with  im- 
punity, is  looked  upon  as  a man  of  gallantry, 
and  makes  fport  of  that  which  proves  fatal 
to  another.  But  fporting  with  difeafe  is 
fporting  with  human  life,  a thing  of  the  mod 

ferious  nature,  though  too  little  regarded  ei- 
ther 
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tlier  by  thofe  who  communicate  this  malady 
to  others,  or  by  many  of  thofe  who  pretend 
to  cure  it. 

As  regular  trads  on  this  fubjedl  abound, 
I have  contented  myfelf  with  throwing  toge- 
ther fome  loofe  obfervations,  chiefly  by  way 
of  caution,  without  much  attention  to  compo- 
fltion  or  arrangement.  Indeed  the  whole  was 
the  amufement  of  fome  leifure  hours  in  a 
coffee-houfe,  where  I thought  my  time  might 
be  worfe  employed,  than  in  furnifliing  fuch 
hints  to  my  readers  as  I have  often  had  caufe 
to  wifli  my  patients  had  been  acquainted 
with.  Though  a flight  degree  of  knowledge 
will  not  make  a man  a phyfician,  it  may 
teach  him  to  know  when  he  has  occafion  for 
one  ; and,  what  is  of  no  lefs  importance,'  it 
will  inform  him  when  he  has  fallen  into  bad 
hands  : nor  will  any  one  queftion  its  utility, 
where  no  regular  afliftance  of  any  kind  can 
be  obtained. 

Every  attempt  at  theory  has  been  carefully 
avoided,  as  it  is  apt  to  miflead  the  weak 
mind,  and  draw  off  the  attention  from  fa6ts, 
the  knowledge  of  which  is  our  fureft  guide 
in  the  cure  of  difeafes.  The  fpeculative 
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phyfician  may  amiife  himfelf  with  plaufiblc 
theories,  and  even  believe  that  he  can  cure  all 
difeafes  by  his  favourite  fyftem  ; but,  when 
he  comes  to  realpradice,  he  will  find  that  his 
art  can  only  be  learned  at  the  patient’s  bed- 
fide.  The  knowledge  of  difeafes  is  acquired, 
like  that  of  men,  by  obfervation.  Reading, 
no  doubt,  has  its  ufc,  but  it  will  never  make 
a phyfician,  any  more  than  it  will  an  expert 
mechanic,  or  a complete  feaman.  I would  ra- 
ther trufl  myfelf  in  the  hands  of  an  expe- 
rienced nurfe,  than  of  a theoretical  phyfician. 

I have  known  more  inflances  than  one  of  a | 
phyfician  falling  a facrifice  to  his  own  theory. tI 
Although  my  motive  in  publifliing  the  fol-  | 
lowing  Trad  is  to  lefTen  the  fum  of  human  I 
evils  ; yet  I lay  my  account  with  all  the  ob- 
loquy and  abufe  that  the  faculty,  and  their, 
emiffaries,  can  beftow  on  me.  I have  expe-  ? 
rienced  a liberal  fhare  of  it  already,  and  this 
attempt  is  not  likely  to  lefTen  their  malice,  or 
conciliate  their  efleem.  It  is  a real  misfor- 
tune to  an  author,  to  anticipate  the  age  in 
which  he  lives.  All  who  cannot,  or  who 
dare  not,  think  for  themfelves,  are  fure  to  be 
his  enemies  : while  the  fordid  part,  who 
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think  their  trade  in  danger,  allow  him  no 
(quarter.  Little  do  thcfe  malevolent  fpirits 
know,  that  their  condudl  is  the  diredt  way  to 
eftablilh  what  they  wifh  to  fupprefs.  Ureful 
works  will  force  their  way  in  fpite  of  all  op- 
pofition,  and  are  often  aided  by  it. 

The  man  who  attempts  any  thing  out  of  the 
common  road,  has  not  only  the  ignorant  and 
interefted  to  contend  with,  but  has  all  the 
prejudices  of  pad  ages  to  overcome.  Men 
are  tenacious  of  eftabliflied  opinions,  and 
quit  with  reludlance  the  paths  in  which  they 
have  been  accuftomed  to  tread.  The  moft 
abfurd  cuftoms  gain  a fandtion  from  time, 
and  it  is  deemed  a kind  of  facrilege  to  attempt 
to  overturn  them.  In  this  predicament  ftands 
medicine  at  prefent ; and  the  author,  who 
endeavours  to  free  it  from  trarnmels,  and  ex- 
tend its  utility,  is  fure  to  create  an  hoft  of 
foes. 

In  other  branches  of  fcience  men  confider 
themfelves  as  entitled  to  have  an  opinion. 
But  whoever  has  dared  to  think  for  himfelf, 
in  matters  relating  to  health,  and  was  not  of 
the  faculty,  has  been  looked  upon  as  an  in- 
truder, and  held  up  to  ridicule.  Even  in  di- 
4 . vinity. 
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vinity  fome  excellent  books  have  been  writ- 
ten by  laymen  ; but  phyfic  is  ftill  engrolTed 
by  the  faculty,  and  has  fucceeded  accordingly. 
While  the  fcience  is  confined  to  a fet  of  men 
■who  live  by  it  as  a trade,  it  never  will  be  on 
a liberal  footing.  The  little  arts  ufed  to  dif- 
guife  and  conceal  it,  only  render  it  fufpici- 
ous,  and,  infiead  of  gaining  refpedt  to  its  pro- 
fefiTors,  ferve  to  hold  them  up  to  contempt. 
While  phyficians  affed  myfiery,  they  are  fair 
o-ame  for  men  of  wit,  and  their  art  will  con- 

o 

tinue  to  be  the  fianding  butt  of  ridicule  and 
burlefque. 

To  bring  medicine  out  of  the  fchools,  to 
lay  open  its  hidden  treafures,  and  to  teach  men 
how  to  make  a proper  ufe  of  them,  have  been 
referved  for  the  prefent  age.  Something  in- 
deed has  been  done,  but  much  ftill  remains 
undone,  and,  in  all  probability,  many  years 
will  elapfe  before  mankind  in  general  become 
acquainted  with  the  extenfive  utility  of  the 
medical  art.  Legiflators  have  not  availed 
themfelves  of  its  ufe,  becaufe  they  did  not 
know  it  ; -and  thofe  who  fiiould  have  taught 
them  have’  taken  away  tke  key  of  know- 
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ledge*,  Profeffional  men  have  been  afraid  to 
deviate  from  the  paths  of  their  predecelTors, 
left  they  fliould-  draw  cenfure  upon  them- 
felves,  and  incur  the  hatred  and  refentment  of 
their  cotemporaries. 

Thofe  who  have  attempted  to  extend  the 
benefits  of  medicine  to  mankind,  have  been 
few  in  number,  and  ill  requited  for  their  la- 
bour. This,  however,  fhall  not  difeourage 
me  from  endeavouring  to  render  medicine 
more  extenfively  ufeful.  While  I entertain 
a full  perfuafion,  that  men  may  derive  many 
and  folid  benefits  from  a more  general  ac- 
quaintance with  medicine,  I fhall  never  ceafe 
to  give  them  all  the  information  in  my  power, 
both  with  regard  to  the  prevention  and  cure 
of  difeafes.  I know  the  confequence  will  be 
frefti  torrents  of  abufe  from  the  faculty,  but  I 
am  prepared  for  the  worft  they  can  do.  While 
the  reft  of  mankind  are  on  my  fide,  I can 
laugh  at  the  malice,  and  defpife  the  refent- 
ment of  the  faculty. 

After  the  death  of  my  worthy  friend  and 
collegiate,  the  late  Dr.  John  Gregory  of 

* A code  of  laws  for  the  prefervation  of  health,  pro- 
perly digefted,  and  duly  executed,  would  be  of  more  ufe 
to  mankind  than  all  the  efforts  of  the  faculty. 

Edinburgh, 
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‘ ^They  have' narrow^ Conceptions,  not  only 
of  the  divine  goodnefs,  but  of  the  gradual 
progrefs  of  knowledge,  who  fuppofe  that 
all  peftilential  difeafes,  lhall  not,  like  the 
fmall  pox,  fooner  or  later,  ccafe  to  be  the 
fcoLirge  and  terror  of  mankind. 

‘ For  a long  while  air,  water,  and  even 
the  light  of  the  fun,  were  dealt  out  by  phy- 

hcians  to  their  patients  with  a fparing  hand. 
They  poiTelTed  for  feveral  centuries  the  lame 
monopoly  over  many  artificial  remedies.  But 
a new  order  of  things  is  riling  in  medicine, 
as  well  as  in  government.  Air,  water,  and 
light,  are  taken  without  the  advice  of  a phy- 
lician,  and  Bark  and  Laudanum  are  now 
prefcribed  every  where  by  nurfes  and  mif- 
trelTes  of  families,  with  fafety  and  advantage. 
Human  reafon  cannot  be  ftationary  on  thefe 
lubjedts.  The  time  mull,  and  will  come, 
when,  in  addition  to  the  above  remedies, 
the  general  ufe  of  Calornel,  Jalap,  and  the 
lancet,  lhall  be  confidcred  among  the  moll; 
elTential  articles  of  the  knowledge  and  rights 
of  men. 

‘ It  is  no  more  nccelfary  that  a patient 
lliould  be  ignorant  of  the  medicine  he  takes 
{0  be  cured  by  it,  than  that  the  bulinefs  of 
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government  fhould  be  conduded  with  fecrecy 
in  order  to  infure  obedience  to  juft  laws. 
Much  lefs  is  it  neceflary  that  the  means  of 
life  fhould  be  prefcribed  in  a dead  language, 
or  didated  with  the  folemn  pomp  of  a Ne- 
cromancer. The  effeds  of  impofture  in 
every  thmg  are  like  the  artificial  health  pro- 
duced by  the  ufe  of  ardent  fpirits.  Its  vigor 
is  temporary,  and  is  always  followed  by 
mifery  and  death. 

‘ There  are  many  things  which  are  now 
familiar  to  women  and  children,  which  were 
known  a century  ago  only  to  a few  men  who 
lived  in  clofets,  and  were  diftinguifhed  by 
the  name  of  Philofophers. 

‘ We  teach  a hundred  things  in  our  fchools 
lefs  ufeful,  and  many  things  more  difficult, 
than  the  knowledge  that  would  be  neceftary 
to  cure  a yellow  fever  or  the  plague. 

‘ I would  as  foon  believe  that  Ratifia  was 
intended  by  the  author  of  nature,  to  be  the 
only  drink  of  man,  inftead  of  water,  as  be- 
lieve that  the  knowledge  of  what  relates  to 
the  health  and  lives  of  a whole  city,  or  na- 
tion, fhould  be  confined  to  one,  and  that  a 
fmall  or  priviledged  order  of  men.  But 
what  have  phyficians  ? What  have  univer- 
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iities  or  medical  focieties  done,  after  the  la- 
bours and  fludies  of  many  centuries  towards 
lelfening  the  mortality  of  peftilential  fevers? 
' They  have  either  copied  or  contradided  each 
other  in  all  their  publications.  Plagues  and 
malignant  fevers  are  ftill  leagued  with  war 
ahd  famine  in  their  ravages  upon  human  life, 
‘ Botallus  in  France,  and  Sydenham  in 
England,  it  is  true,  long  ago  ufed  the  proper 
jemedies  for  thofe  diforders  with  univerfal 
fucccfs,  but  they  were  unable  to  introduce 
them  into  general  pradice.  The  reafon  is 
obvious.  They  recommended  them  in  their 
■writings  only  to  phylicians.  At  the  expence 
of  an  immenfe  load  of  obloquy,  I have  ad- 
drelTed  my  publications  to  the  people.  The 
appeal,  though  hazardous,  in  the  prefent 
ftate  of  general  knowledge  in  medicine,  has 
fucceeded.  The  citizens  of  Philadelphia  are 
delivered  from  their  fears  of  copious  evacua- 
tions, of  cold  air,  and  cold  water,  and  above 
all  of  a fore  mouth  from  mercury,  in  the 
cure  of  the  yellow  fever,  and  the  pride  and 
formalities  of  medicine,  as  far  as  they  relate 
to  this  difeafe,  are  now  as  completely  difeard- 
ed,  in  our  city,  as  the  deceptions  of  witch- 
craft were,  above  a century  agq. 

Wha 
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What  Dr.  Rufli  thinks  a bold  meafure,  at 
this  time,  I undertook  above  thirty  years  ago, 
and  have  ever  fince  been  the  butt  of  medical 
malice.  The  period  is  not  yet  arrived  when 
medical  publications  may  be  addreffed  to  the 
people  with  impunity.  The  fame  fpirit  of 
perfecution  has  been  excited  againft  Dr.  Rufli 
beyond  the  Atlantic  ocean,  which  I have  ex- 
perienced on  this  fide  of  it.  In  all  probability 
fome  ages  will  elapfe  before  phyficians  can 
be  convinced  that  their  art  will  never  be  truly 
honourable,  nor  extenfively  ufeful,  till  its 
dodrines  are  laid  open,  and  candidly  fubmit- 
ted  to  the  examination  of  all  men.  While 
difguife  of  any  kind  is  pradifed,  quackery 
will  prevail,  and  medicine  will  be  little  bet- 
ter than  a piece  of  mummer}^ 

There  is  not  a greater  milfake  than  to  fup- 
pofe  that  diffufing  medical  knowledge  en- 
courages quackery.  Quackery  is  founded 
on  ignorance.  The  man  who  writes  a me- 
dical prefcription,  couched  in  mydical  cha- 
radlers  and  in  an  unknown  tongue,  counte- 
nances quackery,  the  very  exigence  of  which 
depends  on  difguife.  If  the  faculty  wifli  to  fup- 
prefs  thefe  peRs  of  fociety,  the  advertifing 
quacks,  they  mtiR  lay  afidc  all  manner  of  dif- 
guife 
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j;uife,  and  adllikehoneft  men.  While  quacks, 
and  ignorant  retainers  to  phyfic,  engrofs  the 
largefl  fliare  of  thepradlice,  medicine  will  not 
be  ableffing  to  mankind.  But  this  will  always 
be  the  cafe  till  men  become  fo  enlightened,  in 
medicine,  as  to  be  able  to  diflinguifh  between 
the  real  phyfician  and  the  mere  pretender. 

As  my  former  publication  has  been  garbled 
and  ferved  up  in  a variety  of  forms,  I make 
no  doubt  but  this  will  fhare  the  fame  fate.  It 
is  my  duty  therefore  to  inform  the  public 
that  no  medical  book,  bearing  my  name,  ex- 
cept this,  and  the  domeftic  medicine,  print- 
ed by  Mr.  Strahan  of  London,  is  genuine. 
This  caution  is  the  more  necelTary,  as  the  fize, 
type,  paper,  title,  and  matter  .of  my  book 
have  been  fo  clofely  imitated,  that  whole 
fpurious  editions  have  been  fold. 

Men  have  been  emboldened  to  commit 
thefe  frauds,  from  a perfuafion  that  I was 
dead.  A report  to  this  purpofc  was  circu- 
lated, by  the  faculty,  foon  after  the  publica- 
tion of  my  book  ; no  doubt  with  a view  to 
hurt  my  practice.  It  had  a tendency  how- 
ever to  promote  the  fale  of  the  book*,  and 

* The  works  of  dead  authors  are  generally  more 
eflecmed  than  thofe  of  the  living. 
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has  been  to  me  a perpetual  foiirce  of  amiife- 
ment.  I have  feldom  gone  into  mixed  com- 
pany without  hearing  many  things  which 
never  could  have  reached  the  ears  of  an  au- 
thor fuppofed  to  be  alive.  This  will  enable 
me  to  tell  the  faculty  many  things  they  little 
think  I know;  and,  by-and-by,  I fhall  ten- 
der them  fome  whofefome  ADVICE,  with- 
out a fee.  At  pfefent  I fhall  content  myfelf 
with  givingthem  one  hint,  which  is,  to  ad- 
here a little  moreclofely  to  truth.  The  mif- 
reprefentations  which  have  been  circulated 
concerning  the  Domeftic  Medicine,  and  its 
author,  would  fill  a folio  volume;  and,  what 
to  fome  will  appear  furprifing,  it  confifls  with 
his  knowledge,  that,  by  thefe  mifreprefenta- 
tions,  even  Royal  Ears  have  been  abufed. 

I am  forry  to  obferve,  that  of  all  thofe 
who  have  attempted  to  imitate  my  book,  no 
one  has  been  fo  fortunate  as  to  improve  upon 
it.  This,  however,  I confideras  very  practi- 
cable. It  was  a juvenile  performance,  and  is, 
in  many  things,  defective.  Thefe  defeCts  I 
have,  from  time  to  time,  endeavoured  to  fup- 
ply,  as  the  frequent  editions  afforded  me  op- 
portunities. But,  as  the  book  is  now  become 
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too  bulky  to  admit  of  any  farther  additionsj 
they  muft  appear  in  a feparate  volume*. 

As  medical  treafures  of  immenfe  value  llill 
lie  concealed  from  the  public  eye,  it  is  my 
fupreme  vvifb  to  bring  them  to  light,  for  the 
benefit  of  my  fellow  men.  Should  I live  to 
accomplifh  this  important  purpofe,  I hope  it 
will  be  thought  that  I have  not  lived  altoge- 
ther in  vain.  If  mankind  is  benefitted,  my 
end  is  anfwered.  The  faculty  may  then  vent 
their  fpleen  in  what  manner  they  pleafe* 
Their  cenfure  will  always  confiitute  my  high- 
efi;  praife. 

* I intend,  as  foon  as  leifure  will  permit,  to  publifli  a 
fecond  volume  of  the  Dometlic  Medicine,  by  way  of  Ap- 
pendix. This,  befide  many  new  articles,  will  contain  the 
pradlical  obfervations  of  above  thirty  years,  which  have 
dapfed  fince  the  firfl:  part  was  written;  When  that  is 
completed,  I hope  it  will  render  the  work  not  altogetlier 
unworthy  of  the  favourable  reception  with  which  it  has 
been  honoured  by  the  public. 
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^r^HE  venereal  difeafe  has  for  jnany 
year's  proved  the  fcourge  of  Europe. 
When  and  how  it  was  introduced  into  this 
part  of  the  globe,  are  queftions  of  very 
^ little  importance.  To  check  its  progrefs 
however,  and  prevent  the  ravages  it  makes 
on  the  human  fpecies,  are  objeds  of  the 
firft  confideration.  Thefe  ravages  are 
more  extenfive  than  is  generally  imagined. 
Though  few  die  under  the  difeafe,  yet  its 
effeds  prove  fatal  to  many.  Number- 
lefs  conftitutions  are  inevitably  ruined, 
even  before  the  patient  is  aware  of  his 
danger,  or  the  proper  ileps  have  been 
taken  to  prevent  it. 

Nor  do  thefe  fulferings  affed  the  guilty 
alone ; the  innocent  are  often  involved 
in  them  : Even  the  infant  unborn  is  pu- 
nilhed  for  the  vices  of  its  parents.  Society 
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itlelf  is  a fufFerer.  Inilead  of  a robull 
and  healthy  race,  men  become  weak  and 
puny  ; are  eaten  up  with  the  fcrophula  and 
other  difeafes,  till  at  length,  become  un- 
fit for  fuftaining  the  common  fundlions 
of  life,  they  dwindle  off  the  face  of  the 
earth. 

It  has  long  been  my  opinion  that  much 
of  the-  mifchief  occafioned  by  the  vene- 
real difeafe  might  be  prevented  ; and  that 
whoever  effeds  this  purpofe  will  be  one  ' 
of  the  greateft  benefadors  to  fociety,- 
This  important  purpofe  can  only  be  ef- 
feded  by  teaching  men  how  to  avoid  ther 
malady  j and,  when  they  have  been  fi> 
unfortunate  as  to  catch  the  infection,  ta 
point  out  the  means  by  which  its  bad  con- 
fequences  may  generally  be  obviated,. 
And  here  I will  venture  to  fay,  that  if 
men  were  taught  to  do  what  is  in  their 
ov/n  power,  and  had  refolution  to  put  it 
in  practice,  there  would  feldom  be  occa- 
fion  for  the  phyfician,  and  little  reafon  to 
dread  the  confequences  of  the  venereal' 
infedioiio- 
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While  men  are  kept  in  the  dark,  and 
told  that  tliey  are  not  to  ufe  their  own 
underftanding,  in  matters  that  concern 
their  health,  they  will^be  the  dupes  of 
defigning  knaves  ; and  a difeafe,  the  moft 
tradtable  in  its  nature,  and  almoft  the  only 
one  for  which  we  poffefs  a fpecific  reme- 
dy, will  be  fuffered  to  commit  its  ravages 
on  the  human  race,  and  to  embitter  the 
moft  delicious  draught  that  Heaven 
has  beftowed  for  the  folace  of  human 
life. 

. In  the  firft  edition  of  my  Domeftic  Me- 
dicine the  venereal  difeafe  was  not  in- 
ferted.  The  reafons  which,  at  that  time, 
induced  me  to  leave  it  out  were  of  a de- 
licate nature.  Though  time  and  expe- 
rience have  long  convinced  me  that  they 
were  groundlefs  ; yet  there  are  not  a few 
who  have  exprelfed  a wifh  to  fee  this 
difeafe  treated  of  at  more  length,  and  in 
a feparate  volume..  With  this  wilh  I am 
inclined,  on  many  accounts,  to  comply. 
Several  circumftances  attending  this  dif- 
order,  which  do  not  apply  to  any  other, 
render  it  highly  neceflary  that  every  one 

B 2 fhould 


i 


4 


INTRODUCTION^. 


fhould  be  acquainted  both  with  its  fyrnp’«- 
toms  and  method  of  cure. 

The  venereal  difeafe  arifes  from  the 
gratification  of  the  ftrongcft  palTion  which 
Nature  has  implanted  in  the  human breaft ; 
a paflTion  which  has  often  acquired  its  full 
ftrength  before  reafon  has  alTumed  her 
throne,  and  which  not  unfrequently  fets 
reafon,  even  in  the  full  plenitude  of  her 
power,  at  defiance.  Nature  never  in- 
tended that  the  propagation  of  the  fpecies 
fhould  be  left  to  the  cool  didlates  of  reafon. 

Though  the  power  of  this  paflion  is 
acknowledged  by  all,  yet,  in  moft  coun- 
tries, a degree  of  turpitude,  unlefs  under 
certain  circumftances,  is  annexed  to  its 
.gratification.  This  lays  the  foundation 
'of  concealment,  which  too  often, both  in 
a moral  and  medical  view,  produces  tragi- 
cal confequences. ' Shame,  fear,  or  falfe 
modefty,  have  induced  many  a young 
man  to  conceal  his  fituation,  till  the  dif- 
.eafehas  become  incurable,  which,  if  taken 
in  the  firft  ftage,  would  not  have  occa- 
fioned  the  fmallefi;  degree  of  danger,  or 
done  the  leaft  injury  to  his  conftitution. 

What 
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What  pity  that  a young  man,  the  hopes 
of  his  country,  and  the  darling  of  his 
parents,  fhould  be  fnatched  from  all  the 
profpedts  and  enjoyments  of  life,  by  the 
folly  of  one  unguarded  moment,  and  by  a 
<lifeafe  which  is  not,  in  its  own  nature,  fa- 
tal ; and  which  never  proves  fo,  unlefs 
from  negledt  or  improper  treatment ! Yet 
thefe  diftrelTing  fcenes  occur  every  day, 
while  the  afflifted  parents  often  remain 
in  ignorance  with  regard  to  the  real  caufc 
of  their  misfortune. 

When  the  unhappy  fufferer  by  this 
difeafe  perceives  his  fituation,  the  fame  in- 
clination to  conceal  it,  too  often  induces 
him  to  apply  to  thofe  pefts  of  fociety, 
the  advertifing  quacks,,  who,  while  they 
promife  a fudden  and  fecret  cure,  gene- 
rally difappoint  him.  Every  man  con- 
verfant  in  the  cure  of  this  difeafe  will 
readily  own,  that  the  moft  deplorable 
cafes  he  meets  with  are  thofe  which  have 
been  under  the  care  of  quacks  j till  the 
patient,  convinced  of  their  ignorance,  had 
recourfe  to  proper  advice. 
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The  quack  not  only  holds  out  the  lures 
of  expedition  and  concealment,  but  of 
cheapnefs.  To  fome  patients  this  is  a’ 
matter  of  great  importance : In  this  ex- 
pectation, however,  they  are  fure  to  be 
difappointed.  When  the  quack  finds 
that  the  patient’s  pocket  will  hold  out  no 
longer,  he  generally  difmiffes  him,  telling 
him  he  is  cured,  or  leaving  him  to  find  a 
remedy  where  he  can.  No  doubt  the 
moft  ignorant  pretender  may  fometimes 
fucceed ; but  as  untoward  circumflances 
will  frequently  occur,  it  is  fafer  to  be  in 
the  hands  of  one  who  knows  how  to 
treat  them,  than  of  him  who  praCtifes  at 
random,  and  treats  every  cafe  alike. 

We  daily  fee  a pill,  a powder,  or  a drop 
advertifed,  to  cure  the  venereal  difeafe. 
It  would  be  equally  proper  to  advertife  a 
pill  or  drop  to  cure  all  difeafes.  The  dif- 
ferent fymptoms  of  the  venereal  diforder 
require  as  different  a method  of  treatment 
as  any  two  difeafes  whatever.  Indeed, 
properly  fpeaking,  it  is  two  difeafes  ; or, 
at  leaft,  appears  under  two  fuch  different 
I ’ forms, 
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forms,  as  to  require  a totally  difFerent  mode 
of  treatment.  Whoever  advertifes  any 
one  noftrum  for  the  cure  of  this  difeafe, 
evidently  knows  nothing  about  it:  The 
different  forms  under  which  it  appears, 
not  only  require  different  medicines,  but 
even  the  fymptoms,  at  different  periods  of 
the  fame  fpecies,  differ  widely  from  one 
another,  and  are  not  to  be  treated  in  the 
fame  manner. 

The  whole  art  of  medidne  confifts  in 
diferimination.  Any  man  may  know 
drugs,  but  few  know  how  to  apply  them,  ‘ 
When  a man  tells  us  that  mercury  will 
■cure  the  venereal  difeafe,  he  informs  us  of 
nothing,  unlefs  he  points  out  the  fymp- 
toms in  which  mercury  is  proper,  and  alfo 
the  manner  in  which  it  ought  to  be  ad- 
miniftered.  Mercury  adminiftered  at  ran- 
d.om,  which  I fear  is  too  often  the  cafe, 
muft  do  more  mifehief  than  good. 

One  great  misfortune  attending  thofe 
who  are  afflided  with  this  malady  is  the 
neceffity  of  difguife.  In  many  fituations 
of  life  a man  may  be  ruined  by  its  being 
known  that  he  laboured  tinder  the  vene- 
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real  difeafe.  The  , peace  of  many  a fas? 
mily  has  been  broken  by  the  miftake  of 
an  unguarded  moment,  when  all  the  im 
jury  might  have  been  repaired,  and  the 
' matter  kept  an  abfolute  fecret,  had  the 
unfortunate  perfon  known  how  eafy  a 
thing  it  is  to  remoye  this  malady  on  its 
firft  appearance.  Were  any  apology  ner 
ceflary  for  extending  the  knowledge  of- 
this  difeafe,  the  above  would  be  more 
than  fufficient. 

In  all  difeafes  it  is  of  importance,  ag 
. foon  as  pollible,  to  know  the  nature  and 
tendency  of  the  complaint ; But  in 
none  more  fo  than  in  the  venereal,  Thi§ 
dreadful  malady,  which,  in  its  advanced 
ftages,  commits  fuch  ravages  on  the  hu-; 
man  fyftem,  as  to  deftroy  even  its  moil 
folid  parts,  may  be  difarmed  of  all  its  vi- 
rulence by  fome  gentle  applications  on  it^ 
firft  appearance.  I’o  negligence,  or  to  tri- 
fling w'th  the  firft  fymptoms,  we  owe 
all  the  mifehief  arifingfrom  the  venerea^ 
difeafe. 

Other  difeafes  often  attack  men  una- 
wares j but  this  is  leidom  the  cafe  with 
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the  venereal  difeafe.  It  is  generally  the 
effedl  of  an  overt  ad:,  of  which  the  pa- 
tient mull  have  been  confcious,  and  has 
confequently  reafon  to  exped  it.  Thus 
warned,  he  is  prepared  to  meet  the  difor- 
der  in  its  moft  early  Ihape,  and  to  ufc 
fuch  means  for  preventing  its  further  pro-^ 
grefs,  as  will  be  pointed  out  in  the  fequel. 

A 'truly  diftrefsful  fituation  frequently 
occurs,  which  makes  an  acquaintance  with 
the  early  fymptoms  of  this  diforder  ne- 
cefTary.  It  may  be  communicated  in  a. 
variety  of  ways,  and  is  often  caught  by 
nurfes,  and  by  married  women,  whofe 
hufbands  lead  dilTolute  lives,  but  who 
either  want  honefly  or  refolution  to  warn- 
them  of  thejr  danger.  The  deplorable 
fituation  to  which  fuch  innocent  perfons 
are  often  reduced,  before  they  'are  ap-r 
prifed  of  their  danger,  makes  fuch  com- 
munications as  this  highly  neceflary. 

Though  in  nineteen  out  of  twenty 
Oafes,  where  this  difeafe  occurs,  the  pa-r 
tient  may  be  his  own  phyfician  ; yet,  from 
peculiarity  of  conilitutipn,  or  fome  un-^ 
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known  caufe,  fymptoms  of  an  untoward 
kind  will  fometimes  appear,  which  may 
render  it  neceflary  to  take  advice.  Thefe 
fituations  will  be  marked,  and  I would 
advife  the  patient  always  to  apply  to  a 
man  of  charadter  and  (kill  in  his  profef- 
fion,  but  never  truft  himfelf  in  the  hands 
of  a quack.  It  will  be  faid,  why  not  ap-  ' 
ply  to  a man  of  Ikill  from  the  beginning? 
When  this  is  in  the  patient’s  power,  it 
ought  to  be  done ; but  in  many  fituations 
men  of  Ikill  are  not  to  be  found,  and 
where  they  are,  it  is  not  always  in  the 
patient’s  power  to  obtain  their  affiftance. 
It  is  chiefly  for  men  fo  fituated  that  the 
following  pages  are  compofed.  They  are 
not  intended  to  fuperfede  the  phyfician, 
but  to  Ihow  the  patient  what  is  in  his 
own  power  in  fituations  where  better 
. . affiftance  cannot  be  obtained. 

It  is  acknowledged  on  all  hands  that 
the  venereal  difeafe  is  lefs  fatal  than  it 
was  formerly.  This  does  not  feem  to 
arife  from  any  change  in  the  nature  of 
the  diforder.  Cafes  every  day  occur, 
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-where  it  dlfplays  all  the  virulence  it  ever 
pofleffed,  and  the  miferable  victims  to  its 
rage  die  in  a condition  too  horrid  to  be 
named.  Thank  Heaven,  however,  thefe 
are  few ; and,  if  proper  attention  were 
paid  to  the  firft  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe, 
they  would  be  ftill  lefs  numerous : In- 
deed I am  inclined  to  think  they  would 
hardly  exift.  During  a longpra£tice  I have 
not  known  one  patient  die  where  due  at- 
tention had  been  paid  to  the  diforder  from 
its  commencement. 

There  is  no  difeafe  which  exhibits  fuch 
ftriking  proofs  of  the  advantages  of  dif- 
fuling  medical  knowledge  as  this.  When 
men  were  totally  ignorant  with  regard  to 
the  nature  and  fymptoms  of  this  difeafe, 
they  confidered  it  as  a plague,  and  gave 
themfelves  up  for  loft  whenever  they  were 
afflided  with  it : Their  friends  and  rela- 
tions abandoned  them,  and  they  were  not 
only  denied  all  medical  affi fiance,  but 
often  left  to  perifh  for  want  of  the  necef- 
faries  of  life. 

It  was  held  in  fuch  difgrace,  that  whole 
families,  where  it  was  fuppofed  to  be  here- 
ditary, 
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ditary,  were  derpiled,  and  all  connexions 
with  them  avoided.  Individuals  v^^re 
not  allowed -to  come  into  company,  nor 
' would  any  one  eat,  drink,  or  deep  with- 
them.  People  were  even  afraid  to  live 
under  the  fame  roof  with  the  patient,  left 
they  fhould  catch  the  infedion.  Nor  was 
this  all ; a degree  of  moral  turpitude  was 
annexed  to  this  malady,  which  rendered 
the  unhappy  fufterer  an  objed;  of  religious 
abhorrence. 

While  fuch  opinions  prevailed  concern- 
ing this  difeafe,  the  confequences  may  be 
eafily  inferred.  The  unhappy  patient 
would  conceal  his  fituation  with  all  pof- 
ftble  care,  and  would  fuffer  every  thing 
rather  than  become  an  objed  of  difgrace 
and  ridicule.  I have  adually  heard  peo- 
ple fay,  that  rather  than  it  fhould  be 
known  they  had  this  malady  they  would 
lofe  their  lives.  While  fuch  fentiments 
.as  thefe  prevailed,  it  is  no  wonder 
the  difeafe  fhould  often  have  proved 
mortal. 

In  a fever  or  rheumatifm,  even  when 
by  the  patient’s  impru- 
dence. 
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<lence,  he  is  efteemed  an  object  of  com* 
paffion,  and  meets  with  general  commi- 
feration  : While  the  unhappy  fufferer  un* 
der  the  venereal  difeafe  is  feldom  pitied  ; . 
nay,  fome  are  even  fo  cruel  as  to  think  he 
fliould  be  fulfered  to  perilh  without  affift- 
ance.  Widely  different  is  the  language 
of  humanity,  which  bids  us  do  all  we  can 
to  relieve  our  fellow-creatures  in  diftrefs^ 
from  whatever  caufe  it  may  arife. 

People  now,  who  are  able  to  pay  for 
it,  generally  apply  for  affiftance  on  the 
firft  appearance  of  the  difeafe,  and  feldom 
allow  it  to  proceed  till  it  becomes  incura- 
ble. Unhappily,  however,  this  defcrip- 
tion  of  people  is  not  numerous.  For 
one  that  is  able  to  obtain  proper  advice, 
ten  have  either  no  advice  at  all,  or,  what 
is  worfe  than  none,  bad  advice.  What 
was  formerly  called  the  gentleman’s  ^dif- 
eafe  is  nqv^  equally  common  among  the 
lowed  ranks  of  fociety.  It  is  here  the 
poifon  lurks,  which,  1 fear,  will  never  be 
eradicated.  Though  gentlemen  feldom 
fuffer  the  difeafe  to  remain  imcured  ; yet, 
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when  the  infedlion  has  been  caught,  per- 
haps in  its  mod  virulent  form,  by  an  arti- 
ficer, a common  fervant,  or  a day  labourer, 
it  is  more  than  an  equal  chance  againft 
his  ever  obtaining  a radical  cure. , 

i 

There  is  one  clafs  of  fociety  among  whom 
this  difeafe  maybe  faid  to  have  its  ftrong 
hold : I mean  that  defcription  of  females 
commonly  called  'women,  of  the  io'wn. 
However  thefe  unhappy  perfens  were 
brought  into  this  fituation,  they  are  cer- 
tainly entitled  to  our  pity,efpecially  when, 
t©  all  their  other  misfortunes,  this  loath- 
fome  and  cruel  difeafe  is  added.  . 

Very  few  of  this  clafs  qf  patients  ever 
get  thoroughly  well.  They  generally  ap- 
ply to  the  mod  ignorant  retainers  to  the 
medical  art,  and  even  to  thefe  they  never 
do  judice.  They  feldom  take  the  medi- 
cines prefcribed  to  them,  and,  when  they 
do,  they  are  unable  to  obferve  a proper 
regimen.  Their  necedities  oblige  them 
to  go  out  in  all  weathers,  and  their  didb- 
lute  mode  of  living  is  fuch  as  to  counteract 

the  operation  even  of  the  bed-laid  plan 

for 
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for  efFedting  their  cure,  and  to  defeat  the 
endeavours  of  the  ableft  phyiician. 

Though  unable  to  pay  for  advice,  they 
have  much  in  their  own  power,  both  with 
refpedl  to  the  prevention  and  ture  of  the  * 
diforder.  By  a thorough  attention  to 
cleanlinefs  they  may  often  avoid  the  in-  * 
fedlion  ; and,  by  obferving  the  directions 
contained  in  the  following  pages,  they 
will  be  able  to  prevent  the  difeafe  from, 
going  fo  far  as  to  endanger  the  conftitu- 
tion.  It  is  not  very  material  whether  a 
difeafe  is  eradicated,  or  rendered  fo  mild 
as  not  to  endanger  life  or  injure  the  health. 

It  is  my  fixed  opinion  that  thofe  two 
fcourges  of  mankind,  the  great  and  the 
fmall  pox,  might  both  be  difarmed  of 
their  malignity,  fo  far  as  to  be  no  longer 
■ ' the  dread  and  terror  of  the  human  race. 

If  this  is  in  the  power  of  medicine,  who 
will  dare  to  fay  that  the  art  is  not  of  the 
greatefi:  importance  to  focicty  } 

In  a former  work  I have  endeavoured 
to  fhow  that  the  fmall  pox  may  be  ren- 
dered alnjoft  hartnlefs  by  inoculation ; 

and. 
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and,  in  the  following  pages,I  fhall  attempt 
to  prove  that  the  venereal  difeafe  may  be 
difarnied  of  all  its  fling,  by  a due  atten- 
tion to  its  firft  fymptoms.  When  I have 
done  fo,  I fliall  allow  the  Faculty  to  cen-^ 
fure  my  condudl  as  much  as  they  pleafe, 
'and  fhall  truft  to  thofe  who  reap  the  be- 
nefit of  my  writings  to  vindicate  their 
author. 

If  the  venereal  difeafe  has  become 
milder  than  it  formerly  was,  this  change 
is  not  owing  to  the  fKill  of  the  Faculty,' 
but  to  the  general  knowledge  diffufed 
among  mankind,  concerning  this,  as  well 
as  other  difeafes.  Though  almoft  afliamed 
to  own  it,  I am  old  enough  to  remember 
a method  of  treating  this  difeafe  taught 
in  the  imiverfities,  which  to  an  apothe- 
cary’s apprentice,  of  the  prefent  times^ 
would  appear  trifling. 

The  progrefs  made  in  the  knowledge 
and  cure  of  this  difeafe,  fince  the.publica™ 
tion  of  the  Domeftic  Medicine,  is  a fuffi- 
cient  apology  for  treating  it  here  at  more 
length  j efpecially  as  the  opportunities  I 

have- 
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have  lately  had  .of- feeing  the  diforder, 
under  every  form,  have  been  far  more 
numerous  than  during  .the  early  period 
of  my  pradfice.  My  knowledge  ot  the, 
difeafe  then,  was  chiefly  taken  from 
books.  1 fliall  now  do  little  more  than 
tranfcribe  my  own  obfervations,  adding, 
from  other  authors,  fuch  as  have  not  oc- 
curred to  myfelf.  I fliall  not  wantonly 
rejedt  the  fentiments  of  other  writers; 
neither  fliall  I implicitly  adopt  them,  uii- 
lefs  where  I have  reafon  to  think  they 
are  well  founded. 

I am  forry  to  fay  that  .the  coiidudt  of 
one  clafs  of  the  faculty,  who  claim  a 
kind  of  exclufive  right  to  the  treatment 
of  the  venereal  difeafe,  is  a flrong  in- 
ducement to  me  to  make  mankind  in 
general  more  acquainted  with  it.  The 
delicate  fituation  in  which  fome  perfons 
who  have  received  the  iiifedtion,  are 
placed,  puts  it  in  the  power  of  thofe 
whom  they  entrufl  with  their  cure,  to 
make  very  extravagant  demands,  as  they 
know  few  people  would  chufe  to  liti- 
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gate  a claim  of  this  nature.  I am  far 
from  faying  that  this  is  the  condud  of 
furgeons  in  general  ; but  that  fome  are 
guilty  of  it  I well  know  ; and  Lcannot 
help  confidering  it  as  the  moll;  infamous 
fpecies  of  impolition  that  can  be  prac- 
tifed  on  any  man. 

It  is  far  from  my  intention  to  write  a 
complete  treatife  on*  the  venereal  difeafe. 
This  has  been  very  fully  accompliflied  . 
by  others ; neither  would  it  fuit  the  na- 
ture of  my  performance,  which  only 
aims  at  exhibiting  fuch  a view  of  that 
malady  as  will  enable  any  perfon  of  com- 
mon fenfe  to  know  when  he  has  caught 
the  infedion  ; and,  at  the  fame  time,  to 
fnggeft  the  proper  means  for  preventing 
its  progrefs,  or  removing  it  in  the  early 
flages.  ' 
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C H A P i. 

OF  PREVENTING  THE  VENEREAL 
DISEASE. 

' ^ r ' ' 

f 

‘*^0  prevent  difeafes  mufi  be  of  more 
importance  than  to  cure  them.  Lit- 
tle attention,  however,  has  been  paid  to 
this  branch  of  the  medical  art,  efpecial- 
ly  with  regard  to  the  venereal  difeafe. 
Here  the  prophylaxis  has  been  generally 
left  to  quacks,  who,  by  puffing  their  pre- 
tended antidotes,  have  amalTed  fortunes, 
while  credulous  men,  by  truRing  to  their 
lies,  have  been  tricked  out  of  their  mo- 
ney and  their  lives.  I have  known  a 
dignified  noRrum -monger  inRR  that  a 
gentleman  had  not  the  lues,  merely  be- 
caufc  he  had  ufed  his  lotion  according 
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to  the  printed  diredions.  In  this  opi- 
nion he  perfifted  till  the  patient  had 
nearly  loft  his  life^. 

Men  feldom  give  themfelves  any  trou- 
ble about  a difeafe  till  they  have  it. 
They  think  it  is  foon  enough  to  apply  the 
remedy  when  they  feel  the  diforder. 
Hence  the  bufinefs  of  prevention  is  neg- 
leded,  and  authors  complain  that  little 
can  be  done  to  effed  this  p'urpofe ; while 
the  fad  is,  that  the  proper  means  are 
feldom  ufed. 

That  both  the  clap  arid  pox  may  be 
often  prevented,  by  due  attention  to 
cleanlinefs  alone,  does  not  admit  of  a 


* Some  years  ago  I was  requefted  to-aft  as  umpire  be- 
tween a furgeoh  and  his'patient.  The  furgeon  infifted  that 
the  patient  was  poxed,  while  the  other  denied  it,  and  re- 
fufed  to  take  the  proper  medicines,  I,  at  firfl:  fight,  de- 
clared the  difeafe  to  be  a confirmed  pox  ; on  which  the 
gentleman  produced  a letter  from  a titled  quack,  defiring 
him  to  make  himfelf  eafy,  for  that  he  could  not  poflibly 
be  poxed,  if  he  had  made  ufe  of  his  walk  according  to 
the  printed  direftions.  I told  him  I knew  nothing  of  the 
wafti,  but  was  certain  that  no  walh,  if  ufed  according  to 
his  direflions,  would  ever  prevent  the  infection  from  tak- 
ing place,  and  that  his  fituation  exhibited  ^n  evident  proof 
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doubt  : and  even  where  the  pocky  ih- 
fe(5tion  has  been  communicated,  its  ban^i-’ 
ful  effects  oh  the  fyftem  may  be  obviated 
by  the  jimely  and  proper  application  of 
mercury.  ■ * - " ‘ 

I do  not  mean  to  quibble  about  ham'eS,' 
but  I rhaintain  that  a man  who  has  a 
chancre’  only,  cannot  with  propriety  be 
faid  to  be  poxed.  If  the'  difeafe  can  'be 
Hopped  in  this  Hate,,  which,  in  moll 
cafes  it  may,  furely  the  pox  is  to- all  in- 
tents and'  purpofes  prevented ; or  what 
is  nearly  equivalent  to'^preverition;'  the 
difeafe  is  rendered*  fo  mild  as  to  be  inof- 
fenfive  to  the  fyftem.  -When  a difeafe 
cannot  be  eradicated,  which  I am'. con- 
vinced is  the  cafe,  both  with  regard  to 
the  great  and  fmall  pox,  our  bufinefs 
furely  is  to  render  it  as  mild  as  poftibie ; 
and  thank  Heaven,  it  is  > now  in'  the 
power  of  medicine,  to  difarm  thefe  her- 
culean maladies  fo  aS  to  render  their  in- 
fluence on  the  human  conftitution  very 
incorifiderable. 


The 
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The  bufinefs  of  prevention  arrange? 
kfelf  under  the  three  following  heads ; 
namely,  the  moral,  political  and  medi- 
cal means  of  obviating  this  malady. 

To  the  firft  of  thefe,  as  far  as  my  re- 
colledlion  goes,  very  little  attention  has 
been  paid  ; the  fecond,  iinlefs  in  fomp 
fmal-1  flatfis,  has  been  whplly  negledted^^ 
and  the  third,  as  has  been  already  ob- 
ferved,  is  geiierally  left  in  the  hands  of 

A ypung-  map  of  good  morals  is  cer- 
tainly lefs  apt  to  fall  into  thofe  fnares 
ivhich,  too  often,  }?ad  to  deflrudtion, 
thap  one  \vbo  has  never  been  warned  of 
his  danger,  but  is  left  to  follow  the  bent 
of  his  pwn  inclinations.  No  faying  is 
more  true  than,  “ that  the  wicked  dral| 
not  live  half  his  days.' —I  have  feldom 
known  a.  young  man,  whofe  morals  had 
been  negledted,  who  did  not  daflr  into 
every  vice  as  fopn  as  he  was  capable  of 
it,  apd  whofe  life  was  not,  by  that 
means  contraaed.  If  parents  knew  how 

neceffary  a moral  education  is  for  pro- 
longing 
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lonffinff  the  lives  of  their  offspringj,  they 

00  ^ . 

would,  perhaps,  pay  more  attention  to  it, 
than  when  they  confider  it  as  merely 
fubfervient  to  their  happinefs  in  a future 
ftate. 

. An  attention  to  health,  which  ought 
to  be  a primary  obje£l  in  the  education 
of  children,  is  feldom  confidered  as  even 
a fecondary  one  ; while  trifling  accom- 
plifhments,  of  little  importance  in  the 
purfuits  of  life,  generally  engrofs  the 
attention  both  of  mafler  and  fcholar. 
I am  happy,  however,  to  find  that  an 
attempt  has  lately  been  made  by  Dr. 
Fauft,  a German  phyfician,  to  imprefs 
the  minds  both  6f  teachers  and  their 
pupils,  with  an  idea  of  the  importance 
of  health  ; and  that  this  attempt  has  met 
with  the  warmeft  approbation  of  his 
ferene  highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wirzburg. 

Young  men  are  prodigal  of  life.  They 
throw  it  wantonly  away  at  the  very  time 
it  is  moft  worth  preferving ; nor  do 
they  know  the  value  of  health  till  it 
is  IqH,  Many  a painful  hour  might  be 

prevented 


H ' OF  PRE'9'ENTING 

prevented  by  a few  cautions  duly  im- 
preffed  on  the  young  rnind.  Early  irn- 
preffions  are  feldom 'eradicated . They 
generally  form  the  condud;,  and  become 
the  rules  of  life.  Were  a young  man 
taught  to  believe  that  the  paths  of  plea- 
fure  lead  to  deftrudion  j that  if  he  pur- 
fues  them,  he  will  never  arrive  at  ma- 
ture age,  but  fall  the  early  vidim  of 
loathfome  difeafe  j he  would  fiiun  plea- 
fure  more  than  the  gates  of  hell.  The 
genuine  confequences  of  vice  need  only 
to  be  painted  in  their  true  colours,  in 
order  to  make  it  an  objed.  of  horror  to. 
the  youthful  mind.  < 

Young  men  ought  not  only  to  be 
taught  to  fliun  the  allurements  of  vice; 
but,  if  they  fliould  be  fo  unfortunate  as 
to  contrad  the  venereal  difeafe,  by  no 
means  to  conceal  it.  Candor  is  a virtue, 
and,  as  the  poet  fays,  the  firft  fault  is 
eafieft  to  avow.  The  complicated  mif- 
chief  afiling  from  concealment  of  this 
malady  is  only  known  to  thofe  who  have 
an  opportunity  of  feeing  it  in  every  fhape 
and  form  under  which  it  appears.  A 

young 
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young  man  ought  certainly  to'ftand  in 
awe  of  parents  and  guardians  ; but  by  no 
means  to  be  fo  over-awed  as  to  lofe  bis  life 
rather  than  difclofe  his  fituation.  ‘ This, 
however,  is  no  uncommon  thing.  ' < 
Though  the  heft  guardian  of  virtue  is 
a good  moral  education ; yet  a young  man 
who  has  had  every  advantage  of  this  kind 
may  go  wrong  ; he  will  feldom  however 
■ perfift  in  error  j whereas  a youth,- void  of 
principle  will,  not  only  run  headlong 
into  vice  and  folly,  but  will  feldom  ftop 
till,  he  has  ruined  both  his  fortune  'and 
conftitution. 

As  example  hlis  more  influence  than 
precept,  it  might  be  of  ufe  fo  young 
men  were  they  occafionally  taken  to  places 
where  the  unhappy  fuflferers,  under  the 
venereal  difcafe,  are  congregated.  They 
would  there  fee  the  WTetched  condition 
to  which  thoLightlefs  youth  may  be  re- 
duced by  the  atl  of  one  unguarded  mo- 
ment. I have  known  the  firfl;  miRake 
made  by  a young  man,  in  this  way,  coR 
him  his  life  ; and  have  feen  others,  who, 
from  a fingle  unhappy  connection,  were 

rendered 
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rendered  incapable,  ever  after,  of  enjoy- 
ing connubial  happinefs. 

Though  parents,  tutors,  and  guardians, 
were  to  ufe  every  endeavour  to  keep 
youth  from  the  fnares  laid  for  them  by 
bad  women  j yet,  owing  to  the  want  of 
police  in  moll:  great  cities,  they  wmuld 
find  their  efforts  frequently  fruftrated.  It 
is  there  the  corruption  of  youth  is  almoft 
unavoidable ; and  their  deftrud:ion,  alas! 
is  but  too  often  the  confequence. 

Much  might  be  done  towards  leffening 
the  ravages  of  this  baneful  malady  by  the 
exertions  of  the  public  magiflrate.  But 
to  affedl  this  purpofe  would  require  more 
{kill  and  attention  than  one  magiflrate  in 
a hundred  is  equal  to.  Undue  interfer- 
ence in  thefe  matters  does  mifehief,  and 
to  put  them  under  proper  regulations 
would  require  the  mofl  confummate  wdl-^ 
dom.  This,  however,  is  no  reafon  why 
lewd  women  fliould  be  fuffered  to  prowl 
about  in  the  public  flreets  without  the 
leafl  reflraint. 

Were  men  to  be  feen  at  the  corner  of 
every  flrcct  in  a great  city,  armed  with 

fwords 
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fwords  and  bludgeons  to  put  every  one  in 
fear  of  bis  life,  who  would  not  comply 
with  their  demands;  the'  public  mind 
would  be  quickly  rou fed,  and  properraea-^ 
fures  taken  to  fupprefs  them;  yet  the  dan- 
ger is  nearly  equal  from  thofe  unhappy 
females  who  lie  in  wait  to  enfnare  the  un-^ 
wary  youth  as  he.palfes  along.  The  young 
man  muft  have  uncommon  refolution  in- 
deed, who  car.  ahvays  refill  thefe  tempta- 
tions; yet  by  yielding,  in  a fingle  initance, 
he  may  bp  undone.  One  dep  leads  on  to 
another,  till  the  unhappy  youth,  im- 
mured in  vice,  finds  it  impodibleto  retreat. 
It  fignifies  very  little,  if  a man  is  robbed 
pf  his  health  or  property,  whether  it  is 
done  under  the  influence  of  fear  or  love. 

• Nor  is  youth  alone  in  danger;  even  age 
^nd  experience  are  not  always  fufficient 
protediions  againfl  the  allurements  of  beau- 
ty, and  folicitation.  Numbers, who  would 
not  go  in  quell  of  an  amour,  are  not  able 
to  refifl;  the  temptation  when  thrown  in 
their  way  with-all  its  embellilhments,  ef- 
pecially  after  the  focial  humour  has  been 
excited  by  wine  and  agreeable  company. 

It 
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It  is  then  the  profHtuted  beauty  becomes 
dangerous,  .-and  the  health,  happinefs  and 
peace  af  families  are  facrificed  . 

: Even  the  delicacy  of  modeft  women  is 
hurtby  the  number  of  common  proffitutes 
which  they  daily  fee  in  the  open  dree ts ; 
and  their  example  muff  have  an  unfavour- 
able influence  on  the  younger  part  of  the 
fex. 

-I  fliall  be  told  there  are  laws  in  this 
country,  forpunifliing  fuch  women. True; 
but  are  any  meafures  taken  to  prevent  the 
evil  ? the  means  ufed  to  fupprefs  them  arc 
at  once  cruel  and  ineffedfual.  There  is  no 
want  of  good  laws  in  this  country  for  pu- 
nifhing  crimes  ;.but  there  are  few,  or  none 
Tor  preventing  them.  Preventing,  crimes, 
like  preventing  difeafes^  would  be  of  in- 
finitely more  importance  than  punifliing 
the  criminal.  . ..) 

1.  .Were  it  my  province  here  to  dip  into 
affairs  of  police,  I fliould  think  it  an  eafy 
matter  to  fuggefl:  a plan  by  which  the  pub- 
lic flreets  of  great  cities  might  be  freed 
from  thofe  women,  who,  by  night  and  by 
day,  infeft  them,  without  laying  any  un- 

neceffary 
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necelTary  or  improper  reftraints  on  the 
intercourfe  between  the  fex,  dictated  by 
nature  and  reafon.  Indeed  all  undue  re- 
ftraints  on  that  intercourfe  do  mifchief. 
They  lead  to  the  commiffionof  unnatural 
Crimes,  andtotheforniationof  connexions 
which  prove  injurious  to  the  dearefl:  in- 
terefts  of  fociety. 

Proper  laws  for  the  prefervation  of 
health,  do  not  exifl;  in  any  country  with 
which  I am  acquainted ; but  it  does  not 
from  hence  follow  that  they  are  not  of 
great  importance.  Even  thofe  laws  which 
are  made  for  the  protection  of  property 
are  not,  in  my  opinion,  more  neceflary, 
for  the  happinefs  of  fociety,  than  thofe 
which  relate  to  health;  though  every 
man  thinks  he  can  take  care  of  the  latter, 
but  willies  the  former  to  be  fecured  by 
penal  flatutes. 

With  the  legiflators  of  ancient  Hates 
health  feems  to  have  been  a primary  ob- 
ject of  conlideration  : nor  do  we  think  it 
would  derogate  from  the  honour  of  mo- 
dern legiflators  were  they  to  follow  the 
example.  Mofes,  who  was  certainly  one 
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ot  the  moll;  antient  legiflators  of  whom  Wc 
have  any  account,  has  evidently  employ- 
ed a great  part  of  his  excellent  code  of 
lawSj  in  laying  down  rules  both  for  the 
prevention  and  cure  of  difeafes. 

I know  the  w^afliings,  feparatiOns,  and 
purifications  enjoined  by  Mofes,  arefup^ 
pofed  to  be  religious  inftitutions,  and  to 
have  a reference  to  inward  purity.  Be  that 
as  it  may,  they  were  certainly  well  calcula- 
ted to  preferve  health  in  that  country,  and 
among  the  people  for  whom  they  were  in- 
tended. Indeed  I know  no  country  where 
cleanlinefs  can  bedifpeiifed  with,  or  is  not 
neceflary  to  the  prefervation  of  health. 

Nor  is  Mofes  fingular  in  this.  Many  of 
the  laws  of  antient  Egypt  related  to  healthy 
and,  as  we  are  told,  that  he  was  infirud;ed 
in  all  the  learning  of  that  country,  there  is 
little  doubt  that  he  availed  himfclf  of  this 
information  in  framing  his  code  of  laws^ 
many  of  which  are  fo  excellent  as  to  have 
been  adopted  by  the  mod:  enlightened 
European  nations. 

As  impure  connexions,  however,  will 
take  place  in  fpite  of  all  precautions  that 
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can  be  given,  we  diall  next  proceed  to 
point  out  fome  of  the  medical  prepara- 
tions which  have  been  recommended  by 
way  of  preventives. 

Preventives,  as  might  naturally  befup- 
pofed,  confifl  chiefly  of  waflies  varioufly 
prepared,  and  compofed  of  detergent  in- 
gredients. Here  however  I muff  beg  leave 
to  premife  that  all  fpecijic  wafhes  are  im- 
politions  on  the  public.  They  not  only 
pofTefs  no  fpecific  virtues  for  the  preven- 
tion of  the  difeafe  j but  they  divert  the  at- 
tention from  the  main  objed;,  which  is 
wailiing,  by  holding  up  the  idea  of  their 
being  pofTeffed  of  fome  peculiar  qualities 
calculated  to  counterad  the  poifon,  and 
prevent  its  taking  effed. 

Much  may  be  done  by  walking,  if  pro- 
perly performed.  We  have  been  told 
it  fometimes  fails  ; it  would  be  wonderful 
indeed  if  this  fliould  never  happen.  The 
wonder  is,  that  it  happens  fo  feldom, 
conlideringthe  circumftances  under  which 
it  is  generally  performed.  What  other  peo- 
ples patients  do  I do  not  know;  but  mod 
ot  mine  tell  me  that  when  they  caught 
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the  diforder  they  werefo  concerned  in  lU 
<^uor  as  not  to  be  capable  of  paying  proper 
attention  to  the  bufinefs  of  waflring. 

Another  caufe  of  failure  is  the  propen- 
iity  moflpeople  have  to  defpife  every  thing 
they  know,  or  that  is  plain  and  fimplci 
Give  them  any  difguifednoflrum,  and  they 
will  life  it ; but  they  have  no  faith  in  the 
virtues  of  plain  water,  and,  if  they  have 
notfomefecret  wadi  at  hand,  the  bufinefs 
is  negledted.  Even  when  patients  have 
what  they  efteeni  proper  wafhes  by  them, 
they  are  feldom  properly  ufed,  Immeriion 
alone  is  deemed  lufficientjbutnolotion,let 
its  powers  be  what  they  may,  can  prevent 
the  venereal  difeafe  by  fimple  immerfion. 
Such  is  theeffea:  of  wafhing  alone,  that 
a gentleman  told  me  he  had  tried  to  com- 
municate the  difeafeto  a lady,  with  a view 
to  afcertain  a point  of  jealoufy,  but  could 
not  effedt  it.  This  he  attributed  folely  to 
her  extraordinary  attention  to  cleanlinefs. 

I have  known  men  who  for  many  years  had 
jived  freely,  with  regard  to  the  fex,  yet 
never  caught  the  venereal  infedtion, owing 
to  their  dridl  attention  to  ablution. 
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In  all  cafes  cleanllnefs  is  a virtue  ; but, 
in  the  commerce  between  <the  fexes,  it  is 
indifpenfable,^and  thofe  who  negled  it 
are  little  better  than  beafts.  There  is  a 
merit  in  praaifirig  this  virtue,  even  froni 
the  fear  of  difeafe ; but,  to  a perfon  tho- 
roughly clean,  this  ftimul'us  will  not  be 
neceffary.  If  any  virtue  prove  its  own 
reward,  it  is  cleanlinefs. 

Nor  would  I have  the  modeft  matron 
lefs  attentive  to  it  than  the  impure.  Men 
often  apply  to  me  who  think  themfelves 
injured  by  their  wives.  They  have 
inflammations,  artd  often  flight  exco- 
riation of  the  parts,  which  would  never 
happen  if  their  wives  were  fufficiently 
attentive,  even  to  the  ufe  of  cold  water. 

As  a great  number  of  different  wafhes 
have  been  recommended  for  preventing 
infedion,-  I fhall  infert  a few  of  them, 
premifmg,  at  the  fame  time,  that  all  their 
virtues  amount  to  little  more  than  thofe 
of  plain  water  properly  applied;  or  wa- 
ter impregnated  with  fuch  ingredients  as 
may  render  it  more  detergent,  or  cleanf- 
ing,  as  foap  lees,  and  fuch-like. 
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Some  recommend  vvater  that  has  been 
impregnated  with  the  virtues  of  quick- 
lime ; while  others  prefer  the  cauftic  al- 
kali, or  even  the  cauftic  .volatile  alkali, 
properly  diluted.  Thefe,  we  have  reafon 
- to  believe,  are  the  adive  ingredients  in 
moft  of  the  wafhes  commonly^  kept  as 
fecrets,.  and  fold  at  a high  price  to  en- 
hance their  value^  We  have  no  objec- 
tion to  their  being  ufed,  provided  the  ac- 
tive ingredients  are  fo  diluted  as  not  to 
hurt  or  excoriate  the  parts. 

Many  life  Goulard’s  extrad  of  lead  as 
a wafti : It  is  not  fo  much  a detergent  as- 
a dryer  ; and,,  thaugh  it  makes  a good  in- 
jedion  in  the  gonorrhoea,  wm  cannot  in^ 
fer  from  hence  that  iti  is  proper  as  a pre:r 
ventive  lotion.  It  may  be  ufed  of  dif- 
ferent degrees  of  ftrength.  What  I com- 
monly .employ,  both  externally  and  inter- 
nally, conhfts  of  a tea-fpoonful  of  the 
cxtrad  to  a tea-cupful'^  of  common  water. 
The  . corrofive  fublimate  of  mercury, 
diflblved  in  water,  has  been  recommended 

* A tea-cup  is  fuppofed  to  contain  about  four 
ounces. 
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a&  a proper  preventive  wajli.  . It  may  no 
doubt  be  iifed,  but  requires  great  caution, 
Dtherwife  it  will  coi'rode  the  parts.  Two 
or  three  grains  to  a tea-cupful  of  water 
is  as  much  as  can  He  ufed  with  fafety. 
Thej  fublimate  is  doubtlefs  a po\verful  re- 
medy in  the  lues  ; but  how  far  its  fpecific 
virtues  may  operate  as  ai  wafh,  I cannot 
fay,  as  I never  made  trial, of  it  in  this 

* i I . . • 

Way.  ■ 

, Even  .the  crude  mercury  is"  by  foin^ 
ufed  as  a wafh  : It  m^ft  be  well  triturated 
with  honey  and  turpentine,  and  after- 
wards mixed  with  a quantity  of  water 
fufficient  to  dilute  it.  It  is  a clumfy  pre- 
paration. If  mercury  is  to  be  ufed  for 
this  purpofe,  we  would  recommend,  the 
fublimate. 

I am  inclined  to  think  that  a folution 
of  foap,  or  a little  of  the  flraving  pow- 
der, made  into  a lather,  would  anfwer  this 
purpofe  as  well,  if  not  better  than  any 
Cither  wafh  whatever.  It  muft,  however, 
be  ufed  immediately,  and  applied  proper- 
ly. People  often  blame  the  \vafli  when 
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the  fault  Is  their  own.  No  wafh  will 
fucceed  unlefs  it  is  applied  early,  and  with 
due  care. 

I know  a number  of  gentlemen,  who, 
inftead  of  trufting  to  any  particular  wafh, 
make  ufe  of  whatever  liquor  is  at  hand, 
as  beer,  wine,  punch,  negus,  brandy  and 
■water,  rum  and  water,  &c.  Indeed  fome 
recommend  brandy  alone  in  preference  to 
any  thing  elfe.  I have  reafon  to  believe 
it  is  a good  wafh,  but  cannot  think  it  the 
worfe  for  being  diluted  with  water,  efpe- 
cially  with  warm  water,  if  at  hand  ; but' 
it  ought  rather  to  be  ufed  cold  than  time 
loft  by  waiting  till  it  is  made  warm.  Any. 
liquor  may^  be  fufficiently  warmed  by 
holding  it  for  a fhort  time  in  the  mouths 
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OF  THE  VIRULENT  GONORRHCEA, 
OR  CLAP.'' 


JT  is  not  my  intention  to  enter  Into  a 
critical  inquiry  concerning  the  diftinc- 
tion  between  fyphilis  and  gonorrhoea.  It 
would  only  tend  to  embarrafs  and  be- 
wilder my  readers.  My  aim  is  to  mark 
the  fymptoms  peculiar  to  each,  and  to 
point  out  the  method  of  cure.  It  is  not. 
material  to  know  whether  the  gonorrhoea 
ever  produces  the  pox ; or  if  the  pocky 
matter  can  excite  gonorrhoea;  fo  long  as 
^ we  know  that  each  is  attended  with  fymp- 
toms  peculiar  to  itfelf,  and  that  they  re- 
quire a totally  different  method  of  treat- 
ment. 
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Many  who  pretend  to  cure  the  vene- 
real dil'eafe,  treat  every  fymptom  in  the 
fame  way.  The  very  name  with  them 
implies  the  ufe  of  mercury,  which  they 
throw  into  the  fyftem,  with  a liberal  hand, 
upon  all  occafions.  I have  feen  conftU 
tutions  totally  ruined  by  the  ufe  of  mer- 
cury, where  there  was  not  occafion  for  a 
fingle  grain.  Indeed  mercury  generally 
does  mifchief  in  a gonorrhoea ; but  feldom 
any  good. 

The  term  gonorrhoea  is  improper:  It 
fignifies  a difcharge  of  femen.  Whereas 
the  true  gojiorrhcea  virulenta  is  only  a dif- 
charge of  mucus  from  the  urethra,  with- 
out any  feminal  evacuation  whatever. 
When  this  difcharge  is  accompanied  with 
a fenfation  of  heat,  and  fome  degree  of 
pain  in  palfing  water,  which  the  patient 
has  frequently  an  inclination  to  void, 
there  is  little  reafon  to  doubt  that  he  la-  . 
hours  under  the  gonorrhoea  virulenta. 

It  is  impoffible  to  afcertain  the  precife 
period,  after  impure  coition,  at  which  the 

Tunning  will  appear.  Sometimes  it  takea 
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-place  In  a few  hours ; at  other  times  it 
requires  feveral  days ; and  in  fome  cafes 
the  difcharge  does  not  appear  for  feveral 
weeks.  This  variety,  however,  does  not 
feem  to  have  any  confiderable  influence 
either  on  the  duration  or  virulence  of  the 
difeafe.  In  moft  cafes  the  running  makes 
its  appearance  from  the  third  or  fourth, 
to  the  feventh  or  eighth  day. 

The  appearance  of  the  difcharge  varies 
in  diflerent  patients.  It  is  generally  thin, 
and  of  a yellow  colour,  with  a greenilh 
■caft ; though  fometimes  it  is  white,  and 
nearly  of  the  confiftence  of  purulent  mat- 
ter. In  fome  cafes  the  difcharge  is  brown, 
and  in  others  bloody,  owing  to  the  ero- 
iion  of  the  veflTels  in  the  urethra.  In 
common  cafes  the  difcharge  from  the 
urethra  and  heat  of  urine  are  the  only 
fymptoms  which  occur : Though  fome- 
times thefe  are  accompanied  with  painful 
and  involuntary  erections,  uneafinefs'of 
the  tefticles,  and  of  the  abdominal  vifcera. 

Though  in  a gonorrhoea  fome  degree  of 
uneafmefs  is  generally  felt  along  the 
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whole  courfe  of  the  urethra ; yet  the  pa!n 
is  commonly  feated  about  an  Inch  from 
the  point  of  the.  penis.  In  fome  cafes 
indeed  the  difeafe  fpreads  backwards,  fo 
as  to  extend  over  the  whole  length  of 
the  urethra,  and  even  to  the  bladder  it- 
felf.  Nor  are  the  proftate  glands  and  in- 
ternal coat  of  the  bladder  alone  affedfed. 
Sometimes  the  pains  ftretch  from  th  efe  parts 
along  the  ureters,  even  to  the  kidneys. 

It  is  impoffible,  at  the  beginning,  to 
fay  precifely  m what  manner  any  cafe  of 
gonorrhoea  will  terminate.  Symptoms 
of  the  mildeft  kind  will  occalionally  fuc- 
ceed  to  a violent  difcharge;  while,  in 
other  cafes,  the^  contrary  takes  place.  It 
is  generally  fuppofed  that  the  difeafe  will 
prove  mild,  and  of  fhort  duration,  when 
the  running  is  white  or  yellow;  and  that, 
when  it  is  at  firfl;  green,  or  tinged  with 
blood,  the  running  will  prove  obftinate  : 
But  though  this  may  be  generally  true, 
it  is  by  no  means  univerfally  fo. 

It  is  reckoned  a favourable  fymptom  in 
gonorrhoea  when  the  difcharge  becomes 
f]  thick 
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thick  and  ropy.  Though  this  is  unquef- 
tionably  one  of  the  moft  favourable  oc-' 
currences  in  every  clap,  yet  it  is  by  no 
means  a certain  proof  that  the  difcharge 
will  foon  terminate.  In  certain  conftitu- 
tions  the  running  will  prove  obftinate, 
even  where  the  fymptoms  are  all  favour- 
able. 

When  the  running  does  not  foon  be- 
come ropy,  but  continues  thin,  and  of  a 
pale  colour,  there  is  reafon  to  fear  that  it 
will  terminate  in  a gleet.  This,  though 
by  no  means  a dangerous  fymptom,  is  one 
of  the  moft  unpleafant  that  attends  the 
venereal  difeafe,  and  in  many  cafes  proves 
very  obftinate. 

There  is  a kind  of  fpurious  gonorrhoea, 
commonly  called  go7iorrhoea  fimplex^ 
which  in  many  refpedls  refembles  the  leal 
one.  Married  people  are  often  alarmed 
at  the  appearance  of  this  complaint,  and 
medical  men,  who  are  not  lufficiently  ac-^ 
quainted  with  this  diforder,  may  do  much 
mifchief.  No  man  fhould  declare  any 
running  from  the  urethra,  in  either  fex, 

to 
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to  be  venereal  from  the  appearance  only. 
In  this  cafe  his  opinion  muft  be  guided  by 

circumftances,  otherwife  he  will  be  apt  to 
go  wrong. 

A married  man  has  applied  to  me  f&- 
. veral  times,  thinking  himi'elf . injured,  at 
the  fame  time  affuring  me  that  he  had  not 
been  guilty  of  any  deviation  from  his 
wife,  whom  I knew  to  be  an  amiable  and 
virtuous  woman.  I only  advifed  him  to 
wafli  the  parts  with  Goulard’s  extradl  and 
water  | and  occafionally  to  throw  up  a 
little  of  it  diluted,  as  directed  in  the  go- 
norrhcsa.  This  was  all  that  I ever  found 
necelfary  to  remove  the  complaint,  which 
generally  difappeared  in  a few  days. 


METHOD  OF  CURE. 

It  has 'already  been  obferved  that  mer- 
cury is  not  necelfary  for  the  cure  of  a 
clap.  Some  people  imagine  that  as  foon 
as  the  infection  is  caught  the  fyltem  is 
tainted  ; but  this  is  by  no  means  the  cafe  : 
The  clap  is,  at  firll,  perfectly  a local  dif- 
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eale,  and  may  be  cured  by  local  applica- 
tions. Thefe  are  generally  of  the  aftrin- 
gent  kind,  and  may  be  varied  in  a variety 
of  'Ways.  Many  people  are  afraid  to  ufe 
aftringent  medici,nes,  left  they  ftiould  drive 
the  difeafe  into  the  habit ; but  this  is  ow- 
ing to  their  want  of  experience.  I have 
ufed  aftringent  injedlions  in  the  cure  of 
clap  for  many  years,  and  cannot  fairly  fay 
I ever  faw  any  difagreeable  confequences 
that  could  juftly  be  imputed  to  them  ; un- 
lefs  in  fuch  cafes  as  will  b?  afterwards 
pointed  out. 

As  foon  as  the  running  appears,  and 
there  is  no  inflammation,  ftridture,  or 
fwelling  of  the  parts  to  forbid  it,  my 
practice  is  immediately  to  ufe  an  aftrin- 
gent injedion.  Of  thefe  there  is  great 
.variety.  What  I prefer  is  the  white  vi- 
triol diflblved  in  water : This  may  be 
ufed  in  various  proportions,  from  half  a 
dram  of  vitriol  to  a whole  dram,  to  the 
pint  of  water:  But,  for  the  conve- 
niency  of  my  patients,  I generally  give  it 
in  the  following  manner ; 
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That  they  may  not  have  any  trouble  in 
preparing  the  medicine,  I diOblve  an  ounce 
of  white  vitriol  in  four  ounces  of  water, 
and  defire  the  patient  to  put  a tea-fpoon- 
ful  of  It  to  a common  fized  tea-cupful 
of  water.  Of  this  he  is  to  throw  up  two 
or  three  fmall  fyringe-fuls,  five  or  fix  times 
a day,  keeping^  in  the  injedion  for  fome 
time,  by  grafping  the  fore-part  of  the  pe- 
nis with  his  hand.  This  operation  is 
cafier  performed  than  defcribed,  and  can 
be  better  done  by  the  patient  himfelf  than 
by  any  one  elfe. 

» The  above  quantity  Is  feldom  all  riecef- 
fary : Indeed  the  half  is  generally  fuffi- 
cient ; but  it  is  better  to  have  fome  to 
fpare  than  to  have  too  little,  as  the  injedt- 
ing  ought  alv7ays  to  be  continued  for  fome 
time  after  the  running  has  flopped.  I 
have  known  this  quantity,  not  only  cure 
the  patient-,  but  alfo  feveral  of  his  acquaint- 
ance ; and,  as  it  will  keep  for  a length 
of  time,  it  may  be  carried  to  fea,  or  on  a 
pourney  of  any  length.  Several  patients 

have 


have  told  me,  that,  after  curing  themfelves, 
on  a voyage  to  America,  they  had  enough 
left,  out  of  the  above  quantity,  to  cure 
one  or  two  of  their  neighbours. 

If  the  injedion  occafion  great  pain,  I 
order  it  to  be  weakened,  by  adding  fome 
water  to  it,  fo  as  to  lower  it  to  the  pa- 
tient’s‘feelings.  If  the  running  does  not 
Hop  in  a few  days,  I defire  him  to  make 
it  ftronger,  by  adding  a little  more  of  the 
folution,  till  it  is  as  ftrong  as  he  can  bear. 
In  this  way  the  medicine  can  always  be 
adapted  to  the  patient’s  feelings,  and  to 
the  exigencies  of  the  cafe. 

The  preparation  of  lead,  which  com- 
monly goes  by  the  name  of  Goulard  s 
Extrad,  may  be  ufed  in  the  fame  manner 
as  the Tolution  of  vitriol,  and  will  have 
nearly  the  fame  efTefts.  Where  the  one 
does  not  fucceed  to  my  wifh,  I commonly 
try  the  other;  but  am  more  partial  to 
the  vitriol,  as  I think  lead  ought  always 
to  be  applied  with  caution  to  interior  fur- 
faces. 

As  one  or  other  of  thefe  inje<Slions, 
made  ftronger  or  weaker  according  to  cir- 

cumftances, 
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cumftances,  generally  fucceeds,  I feldoni 
find  occafion  for  any  of  a different  na-^ 
tiire ; but,  that  patients  may  have  it  in 
their  power  to  make  a choice,  I have  fub- 
joined  various  forms  of  injedlion  at  the 
end  of  the  book. 

This  injedlion  generally  cures  a clap  in 
n.  few  days,  provided  no  untoward  fymp- 
toms  appear.  I rhake  it  a rule,  however, 
to  keep  the  body  gently  open  during  the 
ufe  of  the  injedion.  This  may  be  done 
various  ways,  but  gentle  purgatives  are 
the  bed.  What  I generally  ufe,  for  this 
purpofe,  is  a eooling,  opening  powder, 
compofed  of  eream  of  tartar  and  gum 
arabic,  in  powder,  each  an  ounce ; jalap 
in  powder,  two  drams ; Thefe  are  to  be 
mixed,  and  a tea-fpoonful  taken  at  bed- 
time in  a cup  of  gruel  or  any  other  weak 
drink.  Should  this  have  no  effed,  ano- 
ther tea-fpoonful  may  be  taken  in  the 
morning,  and  a third  at  noon,  if  found 
neceflary  to  keep  the  body  open.  If  a 
tea-fpoonful  of  the  powder  gives  more 
than  Diie  motion,  it  will  be  fufficient  to 
ufe  it  every  fecond  or  third  day. 
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The  patient’s  body  is  not  only  to  be 
kept  open,  but  he  ought  to  avoid  all  food 
and  drink  of  a heafmg  or  ftimulating  na- 
ture. He  is  likewlfe  to  avoid  violent  ex- 
ercife,  and  every  thing  that  may  heat  or 
inflame  the  parts,  as  hard  drinking,  run- 
ning, w'reftling,  riding,  and  fuch-like. 
Cold  is  alfo  to  be  guarded  againft,  efpecial- 
ly  expofure  to  wet,  fitting  in  damp  places, 
fleeping  in  damp  beds,  keeping  on  wet 
clothes,  and  the  like. 

Sometimes  untoward  fymptoms  will 
occur,  in  fpite  of  all  our  care  ; but  thefe 
would  be  lefs  frequent  were  due  attention 
paid  to  the  patient’s  diet,  and  the  other 
articles  mentioned  above.  It  is  to  be  re- 
gretted that  patients  have  not  this  always 
in  their  power ; and  when  they  have, 
they  are  often  very  negligent. 

Though  ijijediions  will  be  found  by 
far  the  moll  agreeable,  fafe,  and  expedi- 
tious method  of  cure ; yet  they  are  not 
to  be  indilcriminately  ufed  in  all  cafes, 
.and  in  every  ftage  of  the  gonorrhoea. 
By  not  diftinguirhing  between  tho^  cafes 

where 
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where  injedions  may  or  may  not  be  ufed, 
much  mifchief  is  done,  and  the  pradice 
brought  into  difcredit. 

There  are  particular  habits  of^body 
where  injedions  do  hurt ; fuch  as  the 
highly  inflammatory,  or  perfons  of  a very 
irritable  nerve.  In  fuch  habits  injedions 
are  either  not  to  be  ufed  at  all,  or  to  be 
' begun  in  a very  diluted  fl;ate,  gra- 
dually increafed  in  flrength  till  they  {^'o- 
duce  their  effed.  If  any  fymptom^  of 
inflammation  or  fwelling  appear,  they  are 
immediately  to  be  difcontinued. 

While  the  inflammation  is  confined  to 
the  lower  part  of  the  urethra,  and  does 
not  extend  upwards  toward  the  root  of 
the  penis,  or  neck  of  the  bladder,  it  is  fafe 
to  injed  ; but  when  the  inflammation  ex- 
tends upwards,  and  feems  to  threaten  the 
proflate  glands,  the  bladdeiv  and  parts  ad- 
jacent, injedions  would  prove  hurtful. 

In  the  firfl;  ftage  of  gonorrhoea  the  dif- 
charge  proceeds  from  a part  of  the  ure- 
thra not  above  an  inch,  or  at  moil  an  inch 

and  a half,  from  the  point  of  the  penis. 

, , While 
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While  tills  Is  the  cafe,  even  though  a con-' 
liderable  heat  of  urine and  fome  degree 
of  chordee  takes’ place,  injections  may- 
be ufed*with  great  advantage  ; and  thefe 
fymptoms,  inftead  of  being  aggravated, 
ivill  by  their  mCans  be  alleviated. 

What  is  called  the  inflammatory  diathe- 
fis  is  fo  ftrong  in  fome  patients,  that  I 
hav^  feen  a large  tumoiif  rife  in  the  groifi* 
merely  from  the  application  of  cold,  wa- 
ter externally  to  the  parts  of  "generation^ 
during  the  progrefs  of  a gonorrhoea,' 
vvhich  was  fo  gentle,  that  the  patient  mif- 
took  it  for  a gleet,  and  took  this  methoct 
of  removing  it.  . . • / 

The  true  criterion  with  regard  to  in- 
jedting  is  the  ftate  of  the  inflammationi 
W'hen  this  runs  high,  with  great  tenfion, 
pain,. and  fwelling  of  the  parts,  it  would 
be  wrong  to  injedt.  Indeed,  when,  this 

T*--  Vf;  - 

* Ardor  vrirue,  or  heat  of  urine,  as  It  is  ufually  callcd> 
IS  an  improper  name  for  a fymptom  which  depends,  not 
on  the  heat  of  the.  urine,  but  the  tenderfieTs  of  that  part 
of  rthe  urethra  wliere  the  inflammation  is.  feated,  and  over 
which  the  urine  paffes. 
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is  the  cafe,  the  running  ought  rather  to 
be  encouraged  than  checked,  and  the  pa- 
tient put  upon  a cool  and  diluting  regi- 
men, ajOifted  by  bleeding  and  other  eva- 
cuations. 

When  the  inflammation  is  confiderable, 
it  fometimes  terminates  in  fuppuration,  a 
circumftance  by  all  means  to  be  guarded 
againfl: ; as  it  not  only  proves  highly  dif- 
ti*efl[irtg  to  the  patient,  but  is  frequently 
dellfudtive  to  the  parts  of  generation.  In 
this  cafe  every  effort  is  to  be  made  to 
ward  off"  the  impending  danger,  by  lef- 
fening  the  inflammation. 

To  check  the  progrefs.of  inflammation, 
befides  the  means  already  mentioned,  I 
would  recommend  poultices,  made  with 
the  fugar  of  lead,  or  Goulard’s  extradf, 
to  be  conftantly  applied  to  the  parts,  and 
bleeding  with  leeches.  This,  which  has 
been  my  practice  for  many  years,  now 
begins  to  become  general.  In  almofl; 
every  local  inflammation,  leeches  may  be 
applied  with  advantage,  but  in  none  with 
greater  benefit  than  thofe  of  the  genitals. 

I have 
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have  often  been  a witnefs  of  their  good 
effe(Ss  in  fuch  cafes,  and  would  recom* 
mend  a re-application  of  them  as  often  as 
the  fymptoms  may  render  it  neceflary ; 
or,  till  the  inflammation  is  abated. 

The  gonorrhoea  in  women  differs  fb 
little  from  the  fame  difeafe  in  men,  both 
in  its  fymptoms  and  methgd  of  cure,  that 
it  hardly  merits  particular  notice.  The 
fymptoms,  however,  are  milder  in  women 
than  in  men  ; and,  from  fome  of  the  moft 
difl;refling,  they  are  wholly  exempted:  But 
the  feat  of  the  difeafe  being  nearer  the 
bladder  in  women,  that  organ  is  more 
liable  to  inflammation  than  in  the  other 
fex  ; nor  do  they  fufler  lefs  from  what  is 
called  the  heat  of  urine. 

As,  women  are  fubjedl  to  other  dif- 
charges,  which  have  a great  refemblance 
to  the  gonorrhoea,  it  is  more  difficult  to 
afcertain  the  exiftence  of  the  difeafe  in 
them  than  in  men.  It  may,  however,  be 
known  from  the  heat  of  urine,  which 
rarely  occurs  except  in  gonorrhoea^  and 
likewife  from  the  colour  and  confiftence 
' ? 2 ©f 
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of  the  dlfcharge,  which  is  thinner  and  more  ^ 
pale  in  the  jiuor  alhus  than  in  the  gonor- 
rhoea. 

The  difeharge  is  to  be  removed  in  the 
fame  manner,  and  by  the  fame  means,  as 
in  men  : And,  if  the  inflammation  runs 
high,  the  fame  cooling  medicines  will  be 
necelfary ; likewife  bleeding  and  gentle 
purges.  It  is  fortunate  that  the  fame  af- 
tringent  injedtions  which  are  ufed  for  the 
gonorrhoea  are  equally  proper  in  the 
whites.  The  only  circumftance  that  can 
forbid  their  ufe  is  a high  degree  of  in- 
flammation, efpecially  when  the  inflam-  - 
mation  extends  to  the  coats  (5f  the  blad- 
der, which  may  be  known  by  the  -pain 
affedling  that  very  fenfible  organ  in  a high 
degree. 


OF  THE  CPIORDEE. 

A .paiiifuh  fymptom  which  often  at- 
tends the  virulent  gonorrhoea,  is  called  a 
chordee.  ' This  is  peculiarly  troublefome 
in  the'  night,,  or  when  the  patient  has  an 

erection. 
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erection.  In  habits  liable  to-  inflamma- 
tion, or  where  the  pain  is  violent",  bleed- 
ing and  other  evacuations  are  necelTary. 
Some  recommend  emollient  injedtions, 
with  laudanum,  and  rubbing. the  parts 
with  mercurial  ointment. 

I generally  order  the  parts  to  be  fre- 
quently rubbed  with  camphorated  oil,  or 
fonie  emollient  ointment ; and  the  patient 
to  take  from  thirty  to  forty  drops  of  lau- 
danum in  a draught,  at  bed-time.  As 
this  fymptom  is  connedted  with  inflam- 
mation, the  patient  ouglit  to  live  fparing- 
ly,  and  to  avoid  the  fight  of  fuch  objedls 
^is  may  excite  lafcivious  ideas. 


^3 
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CHAP.  III. 

CONSEQUENCES  OF  THE  VIRULENT 
GONORRHCEA. 

Although  gonorrhoea  virulenta 
is  only  a.  local  difeafe,  and  does  not 
feem  to  affecSt  .the  fyftem ; yet  it  often 
occafions  fymptoms  which  prove  both 
tedious  and  troublefome : Symptoms 
which,  though  not  always  dangerous,  are 
very  vexatious,  and  fometimes  continue 
during  tjie  patient’s  life.  Of  thefe  the 
moft  common  are,  obftrudtions  in  the 
urethra,  fwellings  of  the  tefticles,  and  of 
the  lymphatic  veffels,  gleets  and  feminal 
weakneffes,  warts,  excoriations,  and  othey 
ftffe<^ioris  of  the  glans  and  prepuce, 

>1.  ... 
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OF  OBSTRUCTIONS  IN  THE  URETHRA. 

Of  all  the  fymploms  fubfequent  to  a 
virulent  gonorrhcea,  the  moft  painful  and 
dangerous  are  ftridtures  of  the  urethra, 
or  urinary  paffage.  Thefe  not  only  en- 
danger, but  often  deftroy  life;  and,  when 
the  patient  falls  into  unfkilful  hands,  he 
may  be  deprived  of  his  virility.  When 
thefe  fymptoms  do  not  yield  to  bleeding, 
cooling  purges,  emollient  fometitations, 
and  the  ufe  of  bougies,  the  affiftance  of 
an  able  furgeon  fhould,  if  poflible,  be 
procured.  He  will  generally  find  occa- 
fion  for  all  his  fkill  in  removing  thefe  un- 
toward affections,  which,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  mod  fkilful  treatment,  will  fome- 
times  occur. 

ObftruCtions  in  the  urethra  may  he 
occafioned  by  fpafmodic  affeCtions  of  the 
part,  tumours  in  the  fubftance  of  the 
urethra  and  neighbouring  parts ; flefliy 
excrefcences ; carruncles,  &c.  In  all 
thefe  affections  the  patient  is  to  expeCt 
relief  chiefly  from  the  proper  ufe  of  bou- 

^ 4 gies. 
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gies.  Though  a degree  of  fcience  might 
feem  neceffary  for  the  proper  management 
of  bougies,  I have  always  found  patients, 
with  a very  little  inftrudion,  able  to  make 
a proper  ufe  of  them,  without  any  trou- 
ble or  danger  to  themfelves.  Indeed,  if 
a patient  does  not  know  how  to  intro- 
duce a bougie  himfelf,  it  will  often  be  of 
no  ufe  to  him.  A man  may  be  feized 
with  an  obftrudion  of  urine  on  a journey, 
or  in  many  fituations  where  he  can  neither 
procure  a b6ugie,  nor  hnd  a perfon  to  in- 
troduce it.  Patients  have  often  told  me 
that  they  muft  have  loft  their  lives  on  a 
'journey,  if  they  had  not  carried  bougies 
-alone:  with  them,  and  knovm  how  to  ufe 
'^thera.  Indeed  every  perfon  fubjecft  to 
obftru6Hons  of  urine  ought  to  carry  bou- 
gies in  his  pocket, 

It  is  not  here  neceffary  to  give  any  in- 
•.ftruTions  concerning  the  making  of  bou- 
gies, as  they  can  always  be  had  ready 
made,  of  a fuperior  conftriuftion  to  any 
that  men,  not  pra^ifed  in  the  art,  can 
pretend  to  make  themfelves.  They  ought, 

however, 
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however,  to  be  made  with  care.  Should 
a bougie  break  in  the  urethra,  it  miglit  be 
attended  with  very  ferious  confequences. 
Nor  is  care  lefs  neceflary  in  introducing 
them,  otherwife  much  raifehief  may  be 
done  by  wounding  and  irritating  the  ten- 
der parts  about  the  neck  of  the  bladder. 

In  uling  bougies  it  will  be  proper  al- 
ways to  begin  with  a fmall  one,  and  gra- 
dually to  ufe  them  of  a larger  fize,  as  the 
urethra  becomes  dilated,  and  is  accuftomed 
to  bear  them.  They  ought  alfo  to  be 
gently  introduced,  avoiding  force  as  much 
as  polTible,  and  humouring  the  palTage  fo 
as  not  to  give  pain  or  fetch  blood. 

A knowledge  of  the  force  that  may  be 
necelTary  in  paffing  a bougie  cannot  be  ac- 
quired but  by  pradlice.  Indeed  the  whole 
art  of  furgery  is,  in  a great  meafure,  ac- 
quired in  this  way.  A man  will  learn’ 
more  from  feeing  the  operation  once  per- 
formed, or  from  having  it  done  upon  him- 
ielf,  tiian  fiom  twenty  pages  of  defeription. 

The  time  that  a bougie  fliould  remain, 
in  the  urethra  muft  be  regulated  by  the 

patient’s 
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• patient’s  feelings.  Few  people  at  firft  can 
bear  to  keep  them  in  above  half  an  hour ; 
but,  by  cuftorh,  they  come  to  be  able  to 
let  them  continue  for  feveral  hours,  and 
fome  flecp  with  them  in  all  night.  Walk- 
ing  and  other  exercife,  while  a bougie  is 
in  the  urethra,  ought  to  be  avoided,  as  it 
is  apt  to.  hurt  and  inflame  the  parts. 

Another  mode  of  regulating  the  time 
for  keeping  a bougie  in  the  urethra  is  the 
intention  for  which  it  is  ufed.  If  it  is  in- 
troduced only  with  a view  to  draw  off 
the  water,  there  is  no  occafion  for  its  re- 
maining in,  as  the  urine  generally  follows 
as  foon  as  it  is  withdrawn,  When  the 
intention  is  to  remove  carruncles  or  ftric- 
tures,  it  ought  to  be  kept  in  for  feveral 
hours,  or  all  night,  if  the  patient  can 
bear  it. 

, In  ufing  a bougie  great  care  fhould  be 
taken  to  prevent  its  flipping  into  the  blad- 
der, otherwife  a painful  and  dangerous 
operation  would  be  neceflary  for  extradl- 
ing  it.  This  may  always  be  prevented  by 
bending  about  half  an  inch  of  the  thicker 

end 
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end  of  the  bougie,  and  tying  a piece  of 
narrow  tape  or  pack-thread  round  it,  of  a 
fufficient  length  to  prevent  its  getting  in- 
to the  b ladder ; or,  if  it  fhould  flip  in,  to 
draw  it ’out  again. 

A bougie  ought  always  to  be  tried  be- 
fore it  is  introduced,  V by  bending  it  the 
whole  length  with  the  finger,  fo  as  to  be 
fatisfied  that  it  is  elaflic  and  tough  at  eveiy 
part.  Whether  they  had  been  impro- 
perly formed,  or  kept  till  they  were  rot- 
ten, I do  not  know;  but  I have  feen  bou- 
gies, when  attempted  to  be  bent,  fnap  like 
a bit  of  glafs.  The  bell  way  to  have 
them  genuine  is  to  apply  to  a perfon  of 
character  who  makes  them  himfelf,  and 
to  pay  the  belt  prices,  as  they  are  fold  at 
very  different  rates ; but  cheap  articles  of 
' this  kind  are  never  to  be  trufled.  In- 
deed, in  every  thing  belonging  to  medi- 
cine, whatever  is  fold  low,  is  generally 
doubtful.  , 


OF 


[ So  ] 

OF  THE  SWELLED  TESITCLE. 

A Iwelling  of  the  tefticle  is  not  pecu- 
)Ifir  to  the  gonorrhoea.  I have  feen  it 
where  no  fuch  difeafe  ever  had  exifted: 
But  as  it  frequently  occurs  during  the 
progrefs  of  this  difeafe  ; and  is  a very 
troublefome  fymptom,  we  fhall  mark  its 
progrefs,  and  point  out  the  mod;  likely 
means  for  leffening  the  pain,  and  remov- 
ing the  diforder. 

Sometimes  both  tefticles  fwell ; but  It 
more  frequently  happens  only  to  one  j 
though  occalionally  they  are  affected  in 
turus.  The  firft  attack  is  very  painful^ 
but  afterwards  the  pain  is  inconfiderable. 
Thefwelling  at  fird  is  chiefly  confined  to 
one  part  of  the  tefticle  ; afterwards,  how- 
ever, and  fometimes  in  a very  fhort  fpace, 
it  affedts  the  whole.  In  the  progrefs  of 
the  difeafe  the  tefticle  becomes  hard,  the 
fldn  which  covers  it  puts  on  an  inflarn- 
matory  appearance,  and  the  pain  is  ac- 
companied with  a fenfation  as  if  the  tefti-^ 
do  was  moving  or  rolling  about. 

When  the  tefticle  fwelis,  the  running 
generally  abates.  This  leads  people  to 

imagine 
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imagine  tha-t  tlie  fwelling  is  occa.iioned  hy  ^ 
the  matter  falling  on  the  tehicle  ; but  it 
evidently  proceeds  trom  a transfer  of  the 
inflammation  from  the  one  part  to  the 
other,  arifing  from  iympathy,  or  from  ir- 
ritation. Witatcver  is  the  caufe,  it  ought 
to  be  removed  with  all  poflible  fpeed,  as 
it  has  many  d if  agreeable  conlequcnces, 
fome  of  which  continue  for  life,  and  even 
tend  to  dcftroy  the  power  of  procreation. 

As  the  confequences  arifing  from  an 
inflamed  tefticle  are  dangerpus  in  propor- 
tion to  the  degree  of  inflammation  that: 
takes  place,  our  great  aim  muft  be  to 
.keep  the  inflammation  as  much  under  as 
poffible.  This  .will,  be  bcfl:  effected  by 
keeping  the  body  gently  open,  applying 
anodynes  and- repellents  to  the  parts  afFedt- 
ed,  ufing  opiates  internally  and  lecch^ 
-externally.  ' 

It  has  been  already  obferved  that  in  ail 
'local  inflammations  one  of  the  beff:  reme- 
dies is  bleeding.  In  full  habits  blood  may 
• be  taken  fiom  the  arm  j ’.but  it  will  have 
■a  bettei  eiicct  if  taken  from  the  part,  or 
as  near  to  it  as;  pollibje.  This  niay.  be 

done 
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done  by  applying  leeched  to  the  fcrotum, 
1 fhall  be  told  that,  as  the  bite  of  a leech 
cannot  reach  the  tefticle,  it  will  be  of  no 
ufe:  But  reafoning  is  of  little  weight 
againft  daily  obfervation.  Long  expe- 
rience has  taught  me  the  benefits  of  this 
practice ; and  I will  venture  to  fay,  it  is 
both  the  fafeft  and  befl:  remedy  for  the 
inflamed  tefticle,  with  which  we  are  yet 
acquainted. 

What  firft  led  me  to  try  this  pradlice 
was  the  cafe:  of  an  ofiiccr  of  the  army, 
who  had  the  misfortune  toi  get  a fwelled 
tefticle,  a few  days  before  he  was  obliged 
to  embark  with  his  regiment  for  the  Weft 
Indies.  Something  was  to  be  done  im- 
mediately : I ordered  as  many  leeches  as 
conveniently  could  to  be  applied  to  the 
fcrotum,  and  to  be  renewed  occafionally, 
as  circumftances  might  require.  By  this 
means  the  fwelling  and  inflammation  had 
fo  far  fubfided,  in  three  or  four  days,  that 
he  was  able  to  attend  to  his  duty. 

When  the  bleeding  is  properly  cpndudl- 
ed, there  will  be  little  occafionforany  Other 
medicine.  It  will  be  neceflfary,  however, 
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to  keep  the  body  gently  open,  by  fueb 
things  as  are  recommended  in  the  go- 
norrhoea. When  the  pain  is  very  intenfe, 
from  twenty-five  to  thirty,  or  thirty-five 
drops  of  laudanum  may  be  taken  in  a lit- 
tle of  the  patient’s  drink,  twice  a day,  or 
oftener,  if  necefiary  to  eafe  the  pain. 

Repellent  applications  are  recommend- 
ed, and  may  have  their  ufe.  Some  apply 
cloths  dipped  in  brandy,  others  ufe  a mix- 
ture of  Goulard’s  extrad  and  water,  a 
tea-fpoonful  to  a tea-cupful,  or  fo  : While 
many  prefer  poultices,  made  with  the 
extrad  or  fugar  of  lead.  I think  a poul- 
tice of  oat-meal,  or  of  rye-meal  and  vi- 
negar, equal  to  any  of  them. 


OF  GLEETS. 

In  the  gonorrhoea  a difeharge  from  the 
urethra  will,  in  fome  cafes,  continue  after 
the  fymptoms  of  inflammation  have  dif- 
appeared.  This  is  commonly  known  by 
the  name  of  a gleet,  and  often  proves 
very  obftinate.  While  the  difeharge  is 
capable  of  communicating  the  infedion, 

it 
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it;  cannot  properly  be  called  a gleet;  but 
it  is  difficult  to  determine  the  precife  time 
when  this  takes  place : Some  fuppofe, 
\yhen  the  difcharge  becomes  tranfparent 
and  vifcid,  like  mucus,  that  it  ceafes  to 
be  infedlious,  while  others  affirm,  that, 
notwithftanding  thefe  appearances,  the 
infedlion  may  flill  remain. 

While  the  inflammation  which  pro- 
duced the  running  continues,  there  is  rea- 
fon  to  fufped:  that  the  infection  is  not  fub- 
dued,  and  that  the  matter  then  difcharged 
is  equally  capable  of  communicating  the 
difeafe  as  at  the  beginning.  Till  there- 
fore the  difcharge  becomes  clear  and  tranf- 
parent, and  the  pain  which  accompanied 
the  inflammatory  flate  of  the  difeafe  has 
entirely  ceafed,  we  can  never  be  certain 
that  the  gonorrhoea  is  radically  cured. 

Sometimes  the  difcharge  will  entirely 
difappear,  and  the  patient  think  himfelf 
well,  when,  from  irregularity,  violent 
exertions,  riding  on  horfeback,  too  early 
Commerce  with  women,  or  fuch-like, 
the  running  will  break  out  again,  with 

every 


OF  GLEETS.  ' 

'every  mark  of  a fr-efli  infedioh : But 
when  the  patient  has  no  reafon  to  luf- 
ped  that  he  has  caught  the  difeafe  aneWj 
he  has  no  occafion  to  be  uneafy  at  this 
appearance  ; as  it  will  foon  ceafe  on  a 
re-application  of  the  medicines  which 
flopped  it  before. 

When  people  find  that  this  'difeharge 
does  not  communicate  infedion,  they  are 
apt  to  be  indlflerent,  and  to  let  it  run  on 
without  ufing  any  means  to  put  a flop  to 
it.  This,  however,  is  wrong,  as  a long 
continuance  of  the  running,  not  only 
weakens  thefyflem,but  lays  the  founda- 
tion of  fome  affedions  of  the  urethra  and 
neighbouring  parts j which  may  prove 
very  troublefome  and  obflinate; 

This  complaint  furniflies  a flrong  ar- 
gument in  favour  of  aflringent  injedions^ 
as  it  is  often  the  confequence  of  a long- 
continued  gonorrhoea.  Indeed  the  befl 
method  of  cure,  in  its  mofl  obflinate  flate^ 
is  by  injedions.  Aflrihgents  taken  by  the 
mouth  have,  no  doubt,  their  life  ; but  the 
mofl  efficacious  medicines,  after  all,  are 

F thofe 
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. thofe  which  belong  to  the  clafs  of  aftrin., 
gent  injections.'  > 

I hough  ailringents  taken  internally  are 
uleiul,  yet  they  are  notfolely  to  be  relied' 
upon.  Among  tliefe  we  reckon  the  bark 
and  fleel,  either  taken  feparately  or  con- 
junctly.  They  may  be  uled  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner ; 

Take  Hiixliam’s  tindure  of  the  bark,, 
three  ounces. 

Tindure  of  fteel  two  drams.  Mix,, 
and  take  a tea-fpoonful  in  a glafs  of  red 
wine,  three  or  four  times  a day. 

Or,  if  the  patient  prefers  a pill — 

Take  filings  of  fleel  prepared,  one  dram. 

Extrad  of  Peruvian  bark,  two  drams. 

Oil  of  caraway  feeds,  twenty-five  drops- 

Let  thefe  be  made  into  thirty  pills,  one 
of  which  may  be  taken  three  or  four  times 
a day. 

External  aftringents  have  likewife  their 
life,  which,  by  the  bye,  ought  rather  to- 
be  called  tonics.  The  principal  of  thefe 
is  the  cold  bath  ; but  what  I chiefly  re- 
commend is  fea-bathing.  This  is  not  on- 
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ly  more  fafe  than  the  frelh-water  bath,  as 
the  patient  is  not  fo  apt  to  take  cold  ; but 
as  obftinate  venereal  complaints  are  often 
accompanied  with  a fcrophuious  taint,  it 
may  prove  doubly  ufeful. 

We  have  fewbetter  tonics  than  theTun-*' 
bridge  waters.  As  they  prove  beneficial 
to  women  affiidted  with  the  whites,  we 
may  conclude  that  they  would  be  of  ufe 
in  gleets.  They  ought,  however,  to  be 
drunk  with  caution,  as  thpy  prove  heatings 
if  taken  in  large  quantities.  Thofe  who 
drink  them  ought  likewife  to  live  regu- 
larly. I 'have  known  much  mifchief  done 
by  ufing  thefe  waters^  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  making  free  with  wine. 

The  ftimulating  alfringent  balfams  are 
likewife  recom^mended  in  the  gleet ; as 
the  balfam  of  Capaiba,  the  Canada  bal- 
fam,  &c.  From  tv/enty  to  thirty  drops 
bf  either  of  thefe  may  be  taken  on  a bit 
of  fugar  four  or  five  times  a day.  'But 
what  I have  found  to  anfwer  ftill  better  than 
the  balfams  i^  the  tindlure  of  Catechu. 
A tea-fpoonful  of  it  may  betaken  in  a glafs 
of  red  wine  three  or  four  times  a day. , 

F 3 When 
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When  tonics  and  injeaions  fall,  fome^ 
times  bougies  will  fucceed.  They  anfwer 
nearly  the  fame  purpofe  as  Simulating  in- 
jeai&ns,  and  are  more  fafe.  Bougies 
compofed  of  the  moft  fimple  ingredients 
will  often  effea  the  purpofe  of  exciting 
a fufficient  degree  of  inflammation  ; But, 
if  they  iliouldfail,  they  are  eafily  rendered 
more  aaive  by  dipping  them  in  oil  of 
turpentine,  in  a thin  liniment  of  wax  and 
oil,  with  a fmall  proportion  of  red  preci- 
pitate, or  in  common  bafilicon,  reduced 
with  oil  of  turpentine,  to  the  confiftence 
of  a liniment. 

There  is  reafon  to  believe  that  the 
moll  efficacious  medicine  for  this  com- 
plaint is  the  cold  bath  j but  few  pa- 
tients have  refolution  to  perfifl;  in  the  ufe 
of  it  for  a fufficient  length  of  time.  I 
flave  been  told  by  a gentleman  who  had 
been  afflidfed  with  a gleet  for  above 
twenty  years,  that  he  had  often  put  a 
flop  to  it,  for  fome  time,  by  bathing  in 
cold  water ; but  that  not  having  fufficient 
refolution  to  perfift'  in  it,  the  complaint 
had  always  returned.  This  gentleman, 

though 
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though  very  diffipated,  had^,at  the  time  I 
faw  him,  a wife  and  fomc  healthy  chil- 
dren ; which  fhews  that  the  difeafe  does 

% 

not  prevent  procreation. 

♦ 
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Warts  lometimes  alfedt  the  glans  and 
prepuce  on  the  terminatioiT  of  a gonor- 
rhoea. They  are  more  troublefome  than 
dangerous,  and  may  generally  be  removed 
by  the  application  of  cauflics : Of  thefe 
the  moft  gentle  are  firft  to  be  tried,  and, 
if  they  fail,  recourfe  muft  be  had  to  the 
more  adUve.  I have  often  cut  them  off 
with  a pair  of  fharp  fciffars,. 

When  excoriations  happen,  they  only 
^ . require  the  application  of  fome  aftringent 
wafh.  Bathing  the  parts  frequently  with 
a folution  of  white  vitriol,  or  a mixture 
of  Goulard’s  extradf  in  water,  of  the 
fame  ftrength  as  that  recommended  in 
■the  gonorrhoea,  will  anfwer  every  pur» 
pofe. 

F 3 
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HIS  dreadful  diforder,  which  makes 


filch  havock  of  the  human  fpecies, 
when  neglefted,  is, generally  fo  gentle  at 
its  firft  appearance,  and  fo  very  tradlable, 
that  there  is  no  difeafe  where  the  pradi- 
tioner  gets  fo  nmch  money  and  credit  for 
doing  fo  little : But  that  little  mull  be 
done  in  due  tinie,  otherwife  the  difeafe 
acquires  a force,  which  the  moft  fkilful 
phyfician  is  not  always  able  to  overcome. 

The  lues  venerea  is  generally  intro- 
duced into  the  fyftem  by  means  of  a chan- 
cre. If  this  is  properly  treated,  the  dif- 
eafe feldom  proceeds  any  farther;  but, 
where  it  is  negleded,  it  will  produce  the 
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pox,  and  a train  of  dreadful  confequences. 
If  all  thefe  confequences  can  be  prevented 
by  a proper  treatment  of  the  chancre,  on 
its  firft  appearance, it  will  amount  to  nearly 
the  fame  as  eradicating  the  lues  venerea 
altogether.  How  far  this  is  practicable 
■will  appear  from  the  following  obferva- 
tions: 

For  the  laft  tw'^enty  years,  1 do  not 
think  one  day  has  palTed  on  which  I have 
not  feen  the  venereal  difeafe,  in  one  lhape 
'or  other ; yet  during  all  that  period  I do 
mot  recollect  one  inftance  of  a patient, 
who  applied  to  me,  on  the  firfl;  appear- 
ance of  a chancre,  becoming  poxed. 
Though  a chancre  is  the  origin  of,  and 
will  feldom  fail  to  produce  a pox,  if  buf- 
fered to  take  its  courfe;  yet  it  cannot 
with  propriety  be  called  a pox,  any  more 
than  the  perfon  w'^ho  has  been  inoculated 
for  the  frhall  pox,  can  be  faid  to  labour 
under  that  difeafe  before  it  appears  on  the 
habit. 

Though  chancres  are  not  confined  to 
any  particular  part  of  the  body  ; yet  they 
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generally  appear  on  the  glans  or  prepuce, 
and  frequently  on  the  frenum  which 
joins  the  two  together.  Sometimes  I have 
feen  them  on  the  back  of  the  penis,  and 
even  on  the  fcrotum  and  pubis.  When 
chancres  appear  on  other  parts,  as  the  fin- 
gers, lips,  &c.  the  infection  has  not  been 
received  in  the  common  way,  but  by 
means  of  a wound,  or  by  fome  of  the 
fofter  parts  coming  into  contact  with  a 
venereal  ulcer. 

The  period  at  which  chancres  appear, 
after  impure  connexion,  is  uncertain. 
They  generally  make  their  appearance  in 
a few  days;  though  fometimes  weeks 
elapfe  before  the  patient  is  informed,  by 
a chancre,  that  he  has  received  the  in- 
fection. This  may  depend  on  the  irrita- 
bility of  the  parts  to  which  the  poifon  is 
applied,  on  the  degree  of  acrimony  with 
which  the  matter  is  endued,  or  on  the 
quantity  lodged  on  the  part. 

Though  chancres  afliime  different  ap- 
pearances, a perfon  accuftomed  to  look  at 
thern  will  feldom  be  deceived.  To  others  a 

defi- 
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definition  would  be  of  little  ufe.  Every 
perfon  muft  know  when  he  has  been  in 
danger  of  catching  the  infedion.  If,  in 
a few  days  after  a fufpicious  connexion, 
he  perceives  a fmall  fpeck  of  a pale  red- 
difh  . colour  on  the  parts  where  chancres 
commonly  appear  ; and  if  this  fpeck  gra- 
dually becomes  a fmall  boil,  which  after- 
wards burfts  into  an  ulcer  ; he  has  reafon 
to  believe  that  the  infedtion  has  taken 
place,  and  that  he  has  been  inoculated  * for 
the  greater  pox.  . , 

Sometimes  there  is  only  one  chancre, 
but  they  more  frequently  come  in  cluf- 
ters,  and  often  run  into  one  another,  fo 
as  to  cover  almoft  the  whole  prepuce,  and 

* There  Is  a wonderful  fimilarlty  In  the  progrefs  of 
the  Infeftion  In  the  lues  venerea  and  Inoculated  fmaU  pox. 
If  a fmall  quantity  of  matter  taken  from  apuftule  on  the 
point  of  a lancet  Is  Introduced  under  the  cuticle,  In  two 
or  three  days  a fmall  fpeck  of  a reddifli  colour  appears, 
which  gradually  becomes  a pock.  The  matter  of  this 
pock,  taken  up  the  lymphatics,  and  carried  into  the  fyf- 
^cm,  communicates  the  dlfcafe. 

I 

give 
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give  the  appearance  of  a foul  fp reading 
ulcer.  Thefe  ulcers  generally  have  callous 
edges,  and  difcharge  a thin  ichor.  In 
this,  however,  as  well  as  in  their  fize,  they 
differ  widely  from  one  another.  The 
mofh  certain  criterion  of  a venereal  ulcer 
is,^that,  inftead  of  healing  like  another 
fore,  it  fpreads  and  grows  worfe,  unlefs 
where  mercury  is  adminiftered.  If 
under  the  ufe  of  this  medicine  the  fore 
fhows  a difpofition  to  heal,  there  is  little 
reafon  to  doubt  of  its  being  venereal. 

Though  chancres,  under  proper  treat- 
ment, foon  put  on  a healing  appearance ; 
yet,  in  fome  cafes,  owing  perhaps  to  the 
patient’s  conftitution,  or  the  peculiar  viru- 
lence of  the  matter,  they  will  fpread,  be- 
come phagedenic  ulcers,  and  deflroy,  not 
only  the  glans,  but  even  the  whole  penis. 
As  this  never  happened  to  any  patient 
who  had  been  under  my  care,  from  the 
commencement  of  the  difeafe,  I am  in- 
clined to  think  it  is  owing  either  to  im- 
proper treatment  or  negledt 


Some 
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Some  authors  think  that  thefe  corrod- 
ing chancres  are  »owiHg  to  the  peculiar 
acrimony  of  the  matter  by  which  the  in- 
fedion  was  communicated ; but  to  me 
diis  matter  appears  doubtful.  I have 
found  thefe  chancres,  even  where  they, 
had  deftroyed  a part  of  the  penis,  yield  to 
a proper  treatment  as  readily  as  any  other. 
That  the  matter  which  produces  the  lues 
may  poflefs  different  degrees  of  acri- 
mony, I will  not  pretend  to  deny ; but 
that  this  will  not  account  fairly  for  its  ef- 
fects on  different  habits,  is  prefumable 
from  what  happens  in  other  difeafes. 
Twenty  patients  inoculated  for  the  fmall 
pox  with  matter  taken  from  the  fame  per- 
fon,  fliall  each  of  them  have  the"  difeafe 
in  a different  degree,  and  to  fome  one  of 
them  it  fhall  prove  fatal. 
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The  firft  caution  which  I fhall  give  con- 
perning  chancres,  is,  to  keep  them  eafy, 

and 
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and  free  from  all  irritation.  The  cure  of 
a chancre  may  be  greatly  retarded  by 
walking,  riding,  or  violent  exercife  of 
any  kind.  Thefe  not  only  tend  to  fret 
the  fore,  but  to  increafe  the  inflammation, 
and  promote  the  abforpion  of  the  virus, 
to  diffufe  it  more  quickly  over  the  fyf- 
tem,  and  to  render  the  difeafe  both  more 
dangerous  and  difficult  of  cure. 

The  next  caution  concerns  the  patient’s' 
mode  of  living.  There  is  no  occafion  for 
ftarving  a patient  during  the  cure  of  a 
chancre  ; but  fome  reftraint  fhould  be  put 
upon  his  appetite.  No  perfon  fhould  in- 
dulge in  wine  and  a luxurious  diet,  during 
a courfe  of  mercury ; otherwife  he  will 
not  only  retard  the  cure,  but  endanger  a 
hemorrhage,  by  keeping  up  too  great  a 
plethora,  or  fulnefs  of  the  veffels. 

An  important  rule  with  regard  to  the 
treatment  of  chancres  is,  to  keep  them 
clean.  This  alone  would  go  far  to  pre- 
vent all  the  mifchief  done  by  what  are 
called  corroding  chancres.  The  difcharge 

from 
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from  a wound  adts  as  a kind  of  balfam, 
and  promotes  the  cure ; whereas  the  mat- 
ter thrown  out  by  a chancre  is  generally 
of  an  acrid  nature,  and  corrodes  the  parts 
with  which  it  comes  into  contact.  -The 
more  frequently  therefore  this  matter  is 
removed  the  better. 

I have  often  found  the  penis  fo  corroded 
by  thefe  eating  chancres  as  to  be  almoft 
deftroyed.  In  fuch  cafes  I order  the  fores 
to  be  walked  feveral  times  a day  with 
milk  and  water  a little  warm,  applied  by 
means  of  a fyringe;  and,  when  walked, 
to  be  filled  with  dry  lint.  After  the  lint 
has  flayed  in  for  fome  hours,  and  has  be- 
come moifl  by  abforbing  the  matter,  I or- 
' der  it  to  be  taken  out,  the  fores  again 
walhed,  and  the  lint  to  be  applied  as  be- 
fore. By  this  treatment,  and  the  ufe  of 
mercury,  I have  always  been  able  to  flop 
the  progrefs  of  any  corroding  chancre  that 
came  under  my  care,  and  I have  reafon  to 
think  it  always  might  be  done. 

To  a patient  who  has  got  a chancre  my 
firfl  advice  is,  to  keep  it  clean.  This  he 


can 
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can  eafily  do  by  means  of  a fyringe,  ortak- 
ing  water  in  his  mouth,  andholdingittill  the 
chill  is  off,  then  pouring,  or  fpouting  it,  on 
the  fore  with  as  much  force  as  he  can  bear. 
The  part  may  afterwards  be  dried  by  preff- 
ing  it  gently  with  a foft  rag.  1 never  apply 
any  healing  falve  to  a chancre  ; it  will  al- 
ways heal  of  itfelf,  provided  a fufficient 
quantity  of  mercury  is  thrown  into  the 
lyh’^m.  Should  it  be  healed  by  any  other 
means,  the  confequences  might  be  dan- 
gerous'. 

When  the  chancres  are  dried  up  fud- 
denly,  there  is  always  reafon  to  dread  fome 
bad  confequences.  , Inftead  of  fkinning 
over  the  chancre,  and  malcing  the  patient 
believe  he  is  cured,apradtice  but  too  com- 
mon, I generally  endeavour  to  keep  it 
open,  efpecially  when  it  feems  difpofed  to 
heal  quickly,  I think  it  is  fafer  pra'dlice 
not  to  life  any  efcharotics,  as  they  tend 
to  heal  the  chancres  too  foon,  and  to  ex- 
cite buboes.  When  the  chancres  feem 
difpofed  to  fpread,  I generally  orderthem 
Xo  be  fprinkled  with  calomel,  which 


OF  CHAJ^CRES. 


79 

is  one  way  of  throwing  mercury  into  the 
fyftem. 


On  the  very  firft  appearance  of  the 
chancre  I begin  to  throw  in  the  mercury 
in  whatever  form  is  moft  agreeable  to  the  ' 
patient.  If  he  prefers  a pill,  I order  him 
to  take  two  grains  of  calcined  mercury, 
made  into  a pill  with  crumb  of  bread, 
evening  and  morning.  If  his  mouth  is  not 
fore,  in  a few  days,  he  may  take  two  pills  at 
night  and  one  in  themorning;  and,  ifthefe 
do  not  excite  fome  degree  of  falivation, 
two  may  be  taken  morning  and  evening.. 

I feldom  find  more  than  four  grains  in 
the  day  neceflary  to  make  the  mouth  fore, 
and,  after  it  has  been  made  fore,  one  grain 
or  two  a day  will  generally  be  fufficient 
to  keep  it  fo.  I fay  keep  it  fo ; for  what- 
ever boafting  quacks  may  pretend,  if  the 
mercury  does  not  make  the  mouth  fore, 
and  if  the  forenefs  is  not  kept  up  for 

fome  time,  the  cure  is  not  to  be  depend- 
ed on. 


Should  the  pills  gripe  or  run  off  by 
ftool,  it  will  be  neceffary  to  correa  them 
by  adding  the  <iuarterof  a grain  of  opium 


to 
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to  each  pill.  If  the  bowels  are  fo  tender 
as  not  to  retain  them  even  when  correded, 
the  mercurial  ointment  muft  be  ufed  in 
their  (lead.  It  is  fortunate  for  thofe  who 
cannot  take  mercury  by  the  mouth,  or 
whofe  bowels  will  not  bear  it,  that  it  can 
be  adminiftered  by  the  Ikin,  with  equal, 
if  not  greater  effect. 

The  patient  may  begin  Vvith  a dram^ 
of  the  ointment  every  day,  which  is  to 
be  rubbed  into  the  inner  fide  of  the  thigh 
with  a warm  hand  before  the  fire.  Should 
the  fkin  become  inflamed  and  tender,  the 
part  muft  be  changed  ; and,  if  the  patient 
is  not  able  to  rub  it  in  fuffieiently  himfelf^ 
he  muft  employ  fome  other  perfon  to  do 
■ it  for  him.  If  the  ointment  is  pure,  it  will 
almoft  entirely  difappear ; but,  if  the 
mercury  is  adulterated,  it  will  leave  a 
quantity  of  black  fluff  on  the  fkin  that 
will  not  difappear  by  any  degree  of  fric^ 
tion.  The  quantity  of  ointment  may  be 
gradually  incieafed  to  two  drams  a day : 
One  half  to  be  ufed  at  night,  and  the 
other  in  the  morning. 

*Tn  the  apothecaries  ounce  there  arc  eight  drams.  • 


bF  CHANCRES.  ' 8i 

It  is  impoffible  to  afcertaln  beforehand 
the  exa<$I:  quantity  of  -ointment  that  will 
be  neceffary  to  perform  a cure.  It  ought, 
however,  to  be  continued  till  the  fymp- 
toms  difappear,  and  for  fome  time  longer, 
as  it  is  better  to  go  a little  beyond  the 
mark  than  to  leave  any  remains  of  the 
diforder  in  the  fyftem.  It  is  feldom  we 
can  trull  to  fewer  than  thirty  or  fort^ 
drams  j and,  in  many  cafes,  double  that 
number  will  be  necelTary,  before  the  fymp- 
toms  difappear. 

Though  the  mouth  ought  to  be  kept 
tender  for  fome  time,  it  is  not  the  fore 
mouth  that  cures  the  difeafe  ; that  is  only 
a mark  of  the  fyftem’s  being  impreg- 
nated with  the  medicine.  tJrider  thefe 
circumftances,  if  the  fymptoms  difappear, 
we  have  reafon  to  conclude  that  the  pa- 
tient is  cured ; but,  for  the  greater  fecu- 
rity,  the  medicines  ought  always-  to  be 
perfifted  in  for  fome  time  longer. 

Though  a chancre  will  generally  pro- 
duce a pox  ; yet,  if  the  preceding  courle 
is  duly  perfifted  in,  this  will  feldom  be  the 

cafe 
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cafe;  at  leaft  I have  feen  few  inftances’of 
its  having  happened.  I muft  therefore 
conclude,  that  when  a pox  is  the  confe- 
quence  of  a chancre,  it  is,  generally  fpeak- 
ing,  either  the  fault  of  the  patient,  or  of 
his  phyfician ; as  this  dreadful  malady 
may  in  moft  cafes  be  prevented  by  proper 
medicines,  duly  perfilled  in,  during,  what 
F call,  the  chancred  fate.  Improper 
treatment,  or  neglect,  during  this  period 
of  the  difeafe,  does  moft  of  the  mifchief. 


OF  THE  PHYMOSIS  AND  PARAPHYMOSIS. 

When  the  forefkin  is  fo  contradted,  that 
the  glans  cannot  be  uncovered,  the  dif- 
eafe is  called  a phymofis  ; , and,  when  the 
contradtion  is  formed  behind  the  glans,  fo 
as  the  Ikin  cannot  be  brought  forward,  it 
goes  by  the  name  of  a paraphymofis : 
Though,  generally  fpeaking,  thefe  fymp- 
toms  accompany'  a venereal  taint,  yet 
they  may  both  exift  where  there  is  no  in- 
fedtion  of  that  kind ; but,  when  this  is 

the  cafe,  they  are  not  fo  dangerous. 

I have 
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I have  feen  the  phymofis  in  fuch  a de- 
gree, where  there  was  not  the  lead;  fymp- 
tom  of  infedlion,  that  it  was  neceffary  to 
lay  open  the  prepuce,  to  enable  the  patient 
to  pafs  his  urine.  This  patient  had  fymp- 
toms  of  the  gravel,  and  fuch  a continual 
itching  in  the  point  of  his  penis,  that  he 
could  not  refrain  from  rubbing  it.  This 
feemed  to  be  the  caufe  of  the  contra£lion, 
which  was  fo  great,  that  he  could  not 
pafs  one  drop  of  water  without  ufmg  a 
knitting-needle  to  remove  the  foeculent 
matter  that  flopped  up  the  pafTage. 

Thefe  parts  are  lo  differently  formed, 
in  different  men,  that  fome  may  be  faid 
to  have  a natural  phymofis  ; while  others 
have  the  reverfe.  I have  feen  the  fore- 
fkin  fo  long,  that  above  three  inches  of  it 
were  amputated,  in  order  to  difcover  the 
glans : In  others,  the  glans  never  is  co- 
vered, but  remains  expofed  during  life. 
Neither  of  thefe  is  attended  with  any 
confiderable  degree  of  inconvenience, 
imlefs  in  a difeafed  flate.  When  inflam- 
mation occurs,  in  fuch  a conflruaion  of 

G 2 the 
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the  parts,  flridtures  are  more  likely  to  be 
formed,  and  are  likewife  with  more  dif- 
ficulty removed,  than  in  patients  where 
the  prepuce  moves  eafily  over  the  glans. 

There  is  a fpecies  of  phymofis,  owing 
to  conftrudlion,  which  I have  found  it 
ileceffary  to  remove,  though  not  accom- 
panied with  any  difeafe  : I mean,  where 
the  frenum  adheres  to  the  glans  from  the 
bottom  to  the  top.  This  not  only  im- 
pedes the  bufmefs  of  generation,  but, 
when'difeafe  takes  place,  it  proves  highly 
inconvenient,  as  the  fimple  operation  of 
feparating  it  from  the  glans  cannot  then 
be  performed,  on  account  of  the  inflam- 
mation and  fwelllng : Nor  can  the  glans 
be  completely  uncovered  while  this  ad- 
hefion  remains. 

Cafes  of  paraphymofis' likewife  occur 
without  infection.  A feeble  old  man  had 
drawn  back  the  prepuce  behind  the  glans, 
and  not  being  able  to  return  it,  was  luf- 
fered  to  remain  in  this  fituation  for  above 
a week,  though  daily  vifited  by  a country 

furgeon.  Notwithftanding  a confidera- 
- ble 
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ble  degree  of  inflammation  and  fwelling 
had  taken  place,  I was  able  to  remove  the 
eomplaint,  without  an  incifion,  in  lefs  than 
a quarter  of  an  hour.  Had  the  ftric- 
ture  continued  much  longer,  a mortifica- 
tion muft  have  enfued;  yet  the  patient 
was  never  apprized  of  his  danger 

I have  known  fome  young  men  bring 
on  a violent  paraphymofis,  by  acting  on  a 
wrong  principle.  One  who  had  pulled 
back  the  fkin,  and  kept  it  there  till  it  could 
not  be  returned  without  making  incifions 
■on  both  fides,  faidhe  did  it  on  purpofe, 
to  keep  the  glans  cool.  In  this  cafe, 
though  the  ftridture  was  removed,  yet  the 
glans  was  never  completely  covered,  and 
the  forefkin  remained  thickened,  which, 

* Boys  frequenlly  bring  cm  a diforder  fimilar  to  this 
t)y  flipping  rings  aver  the  glans  : Not  being  able  to  Bring 
them  back,  a violent  inflammation  enfiies,  which  cannot 
be  removed,  unlefs  the  ring  is  cut  or  broken,  a thing  not 
eafily  effedted  when  it  Is  deep  funk  In  the  flelh.  'I'he 
boy,  either  from  fear  or  fhame,  is  generally  deterred  from 
inaking  his  fituation  known  till  the  cafe  becomes  ex- 
.trdmely  dangerous.  ' • 
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in  all  probability,  will  be  the  cafe  during 
the  patient’s  life.  / 

Though  every  method  is  to  be  ufed  to 
keep  the  glans  clean  by  injections,  and 
cool  by  fomentations,  poultices,  &c. ; yet 
no  attempt  fhould  be  made  to  draw  the 
flvin  forcibly  back,  till  the  inflammation 
has  abated  ; otherwife,  in  all  probability, 
a ftridure  will  be  formed  behind  the  glans, 
v/hich  will  be  more  dangerous  and  diffl* 
cult  to  remove  than  the  former. 

A phymofis  frequently  occurs  in  go- 
norrhoea ; but  the  mod  dangerous  is  that 
which  arifes  from  a chancre  concealed 
under  the  prepuce.  This,  if  neglected, 
will  not  only  keep  up  the  inflammation 
and  thickening  of  the  prepuce,  but  will 
corrode  the  glans,  and  even  the  body  of 
the  penis,  fo  as  totally  to  deftroy  the 
powers  of  generation,  and  of  connubial 
happinefs. 

As  a phymofis  from  a venereal  caufe  is 
always  accompanied  with  inflammation, 
our  great  aim  muft  be  to  remove  that,  or 

to  prevent  its  running  too  high.  To  ef- 
fect 
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thefe  important  purpofes,  the  patient 
ought  to  avoid  all  violent  exertions,  to  live 
temperate,  or  rather  low,  to  bleed,  and  ufe 
cooling  purges,  with  emollient  applica-i 
tions  to  the  parts  alFeded.  The  genitals 
fhould  be  fufpended  in  a proper  bandage, 
and.  the  penis  frequently  foaked  in  warm 
milk  and  water : The  glans  ought  like- 
wife  to  be  cleaned,  by  throwing  up  fome 
warm  milk  and  water  with  a fyringe  be- 
tween it  and  the  prepuce  feveral  times  a 
day. 

Where  thefe  things  are  duly  perfifted 
in,  the  inflammation  may  generally  be 
kept  under,  and  in  time  removed  ; but,  if 
' neglected,  and  the  inflammation  fuifered 
to  run  on,  much  mifchief  may  enfue. 
Mofl;  of  the  cafes  which  have  come  un- 
der my  eye,  where  the  penis  was  mate- 
rially injured,  belonged  to  this  clafs,  and 
the  injury  had  been  occafioned  either  by 
the  improper  condudl  of  the  patient,  or 
the  inattention  of  thofe  who  had  the  care 
of  him. 
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A man  of  an  inflammatory  habit,  and 
very  irregular  in  his  mode  of  living,  while 
afflided  with  a virulent  gonorrhoea,  went 
to  a feaft  in  the  country,  where  fome  ath-! 
letie  games  were  celebrated : He  excelled 
in  running,  wreftling,  and  playing  at  foot-. 
ball.  Not  contented  with  coming  off  con- 
queror at  aU  of  thefe,  he  muft  likewife  be 
the  hero  of  the  bottle,  to  accomplifh 
which  he  fat  up  all  night,  and,  according 
to  the  vulgar  phrafe,  laid  all  his  compa-r 
nions  under  the  table.  The  confequence 
was  a violerit  inflammation,  which  did 
great  injury  to  the  parts,  and  had  nearly 
coft  him  his  life, 

For  the  confequences  of  fuch  condud, 
men  have  themfelves  only  to  blame  : But 
fometimes  the  Faculty  are  in  fault.  A few 
days  ago  I attended  an  operation,  which 
evinced  the  danger  of  fuffering  chancres, 
to  lie  concealed  under  the  prepuce.  A 
young  man  who  had  been  eight  months 
under  the  care  of  a furgeon,  and,  during 
all  that  time,  had  been  fwallowing  mer- 

ciiry 
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cury  for  the  cure  of  a phymofis,  was  fo 
far  from  getting  better,  that  he  grew  daily 
worfe.  Night  and  day  he  was  racked 
with  extreme  pain,  till  at  length,  worn 
down  to  a fhadow,  he  was  advifed  to  ap- 
ply to  me. 

Convinced  that  his  pain  was  occafioned 
by  chancres  lurking  under  the  glans,  I de- 
fired  a furgeon  to  lay  open  the  prepuce  to 
the  very  bottom  of  the  glans,  when  all 
that  appeared  of  this  part  of  the  penis 
was  about  the  fize  of  a common  pea. 
The  patient,  in  lefs  than  a fortnight,  with- 
out taking  one  grain  of  mercury,  was  per- 
fectly well.  Had  this  operation  not  been 
performed,  the  young  man  mull  have  been 
totally  deprived  of  his  virility,  and  pro- 
bably of  his  life.  This  is  not  the  only 
time  I have  feen  the  operation  attended 
with  equal  fuccefs.  '' 

Whenever  a patient  finds  a phymofis 
prove  obftinate,  and  is  tortured  with  pain, 
he  has  reafon  to  fiifpeCt  that  fome  bad 
work  is  going  on  under  the  prepuce.  It 
is  then  time  to  take  further  advice ; and, 

if 
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if  an  iiiclfion  is  recommended  by  a man 
of  experience  and  obfervation,  it  ought  to 
be  performed  without  delay.  I am  no 
friend  to  operations  where  they  can  be 
avoided  ; but  in  fuch  cafes  delays  are  dan- 
gerous. 

I am  inclined  to  think,  if  due  attention 
were  paid  to  fomentations,  poultices, 
emollient  injedtions,  &c.  incifions  would 
feldom  be  neceflary ; but  people  are  very 
apt  to  negledl  things  that  are  in  their  own 
power,  and  truft  to  medicine,  which  they 
think  pofieffes  a fpecihe  virtue  to  remove 
this  complaint,  under  whatever  form  it 
may  appear.  This,  however,  is  a great 
miftake:  The  parts  of  generation  are  of- 
ten deftroyed  where  immenie  quantities 
of  mercury  have  been  taken. 

If,  after  all  endeavours,  the  prepuce 
cannot  be  drawn  back,  and  if  livid-co- 
loured fpots  fliould  appear  on  the  outfide, 
the  forelkin  ihould  be  immediately  cut 
afunder,  and  the  ulcers  laid  open.  Many 
people  think  the  very  name  of  an  in- 
cifion  implies  mutilation  j in  this  cafe, 

how- 
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■^lowever,  mutilation  feldom  takes  place, 
-but  from  the  negled  of  incifions. 

' The  paraphymofis,  during  the  ftate  of 
inflammation,  mufl:  be  in  all  refpeds  treat- 
;ed  as  the  phymofis.  The  prepuce  muft, 
-if  poflTible,  be  brought  over  the  glans,  by 
-pulling  it  forward  with  the  hand,  and,  at 
the  fame  time,  comprelfmg  the  glans,  and 
pufhing  it  backwards  with  the  fingers. 
This  operation  will  be  greatly  aflTifted  by 
tbeufe  of  fome  oil  or  foft  liniment. 

To  lelTen  the  inflammation,  low  diet, 
bleeding,  foft  poultices,  and  emollient  fo- 
mentations, are  to  be  ufedin  thefame  man- 
ner as  for  the  phymofis.  In  both  cafes 
I have  always  experienced  the  greatefl: 
advantage  from  the  application  of  leeches: 
Nor  do  I recoiled  to  have  feen  any  bad 
confequences  from  them. 

Should  all  attempts  to. bring  the  fore- 
fkin  over  the  glans  fail,  and  there  is  dan- 
ger of  a mortification  taking  place,  it  will 
be  necelfary  to  ‘make  incifions  quite 
through  the  folds  of  the  prepuce,  in  or- 
der to  prevent  a ftrangulatioii  and  confe- 
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qiient  mortification  of  the  part.  In  fome 
cafes  of  ftrangiilation,  theglans  abfolutely 
drops  off,  and  the  patient  is  cured  by  an 
effort  of  nature  without  an  operation. 

I am  inclined  to  think  that  moft,  if 
not  all,  the  baneful  confequences  arifing 
from  the  paraphymofis,  might  be  prevent- 
ed, by  a fufheient  attention  to  the  difeafe 
in  its  firft  flages.  Were  the  patient  care- 
ful to  avoid  cold,  hard  drinking,  and  vio- 
lent exertions,  during  the  inflammatory 
ftate,  he  would  feldom  have  occafion  to 
regret  the  mangling  and  maiming  which 
may  afterwards  be  neceffary  to  fave  his 
life. 

I have  dwelt  the  longer  on  thefe  fymp- 
toms  becaufe  they  are  rather  flightly  paff- 
ed  over  by  moft  writers  on  this  fubjedt ; 
and  likewife  becaufe  I have  feen  more 
mifehief  occafioned  by  neglecting  them, 
than  any  other  fymptoms  of  the  venereal 
difeafe.  Thefe  occur  in  the  early  ftages 
' of  the  diforder,  and  the  novus  in  vene- 
real practice  fulfers  them  to  run  oi\  till 
they  become  not  only  more  than  a match 
r for 
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, for  his  {kill,  but  fometiines  fufficlently 
formidable  even  to  the  moft  experienced 
veteran  of  the  Faculty. 

It  is  neceffary  to  obferve,  that  \vhere 
fymptoms  of  fyphilis  prevail,  which  is 
generally  the  cafe  both  in  the  phymofis 
and  paraphymofis,  it  will  be  proper  to 
adminifter  mercury  in  the  fame  manner 
as  is  recommended  under  the  treatment 
of  Chancre. 
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CHAP.  V, 

OF  THE  INSTRUMENTS  OF  CURE. 


Many  medicines  have  been  recom- 
mended in  the  cure  of  lues  vene- 
rea, fome  of  which  have  been  deemed 
fpecifics  ; but  none  of  them,  except  mer- 
cury, is  entitled  to  that  appellation,  or  has 
Hood  the  teft  of  time.  This  medicine 
may  be  truly  called  a fpecific.  When 
duly  adminiftered  in  the  lues  venerea,  it 
will  be  found  almoft  infallible.  When 
mercury  fails  in  making  a cure,  it  is  either 
owing  to  its  being  badly  prepared,  or  im- 
properly adminiftered.  A cure  Is  not  to 
be  expected  from  the  ufe  of  mercury,  af- 
ter the  parts  neceflary  for  carrying  on  the 
functions  of  life  have  been  deftroyed. 
Thefe  cannot  be  reftored  by  mercury,  and 

the 
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the  patient  muft  die.  I have  been  con- 
fulted  for  a man  the  half  of  whofe  face 
v^’^as  eaten  away  by  the  pox,  and  part  of  the  ■ 
brain  laid  bare.  No  one  would  blame 
mercury  if  it  did  not  fucceed  in  fuch  a 
cafe. 

When,  by  repeated  poxes,  the  confti- 
tution  has  been  deftroyed,  and  the  pow- 
ers of  life  exhaufted,  mercury  cannot  be 
expedted  to  reftore  them  ; but  while  there 
is  a conftitution  to  work  upon,  this  me- 
dicine will  do  wonders.  I have  known 
it  fucceed  even  where  a confumption,  arif- 
ing  from  a venereal  taint,  had  made  grek 
progrefs  ; and  Mr.  Bell  fays,  he  has  feen 
the  afthma,  rheumatifm,  epilepfy,  and  lu- 
nacy itfelf,  when  induced  by  the  venereal 
taint,  yield  to  mercury. 

It  is  now  a common  pradice  to  ad- 
minifter  mercury  as  an  alterative.  This 
manner  of  taking  mercury  muft  meet 
the  willies  of  moft  patients;  but,  to 
ufe  an  old  faying,  there  is  reafon  to  fear 
“ it  is  fliutting  the  door  while  the  thief 
remains  in  the  houfe.”  It  is  a pleafant 

thing 
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thing  for  a man  to  hear  that  he  may  go 
about  his  bufmefs,  may  eat  and  drink 
what  he  pleafes,  go  abroad  in  all  wea- 
thers, and  be  radically  cured  of  a con- 
firmed pox. 

The  delicate  beau,  who  would  not  for 
the  world  have  his  breath  fmell,  will  grafp 
at  a method  of  cure  without  affedfing 
the  mouth.  Such  a method  may  fucceed 
now  and  then,  but  I would  not  advife 
any  one  to  trufi;  to  it.  Till  the  mouth  is 
affedted  we  can  never  be  certain  that  the 
mercury  has  entered  the  fyftem  ; and,  un- 
lefs  the  fyftem  is  faturated,  the  effedts  are 
feldom  permanent. 

I do  not  mean  to  recommend  the  old 
and  juftly  exploded  pradtice  of  exhibiting 
mercury,  fo  as  to  raife  a violent  falivation. 
This  was  produdtive  of  many  bad  confe- 
quences,  and  is  by  no  means  necelfary. 
All  the  purpofes  of  mercury  may  be  an- 
fwered  in  a much  milder  way  : 1 mean, 
by  a gentle  falivation ; or  a moderate  de- 
cree of  forenefs  of  the  mouth,  being  kept 
up  for  a confiderable  length  of  time. 


If 
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If  man  could  keep  a medium  he  would 
be  perfed; ; but  this  is  not  in  his  nature 
He  flies  from  one  extreme  to  another,  and 
is  equally  wrong  in  both.  This  has  been 
ftridly  the  cafe  with  regard  to  the  exhi- 
bition of  mercury.  Many  conftitutions 
were  ruined  by  pufhing  it  too  far ; and 
now  effeds  equally  hurtful  are  produced, 
from  its  being  too  fparingly  adminitlered. 
We  are  therefore  to  follow  a middle  courfcj 
and,  if  poflible,  to  avoid  the  bad  confe- 
quences  arifing  from  either  of  the  ex- 
tremes. 

All  attempts  to  afcertain  the  precife 
mode  of  operation  of  mercury,  in  the 
cure  of  lues  venerea,  have  hitherto  prov- 
ed abortive : Nor  would  it  be  of  much 
importance  were  it  known*  To  eftablifh 
the  charader  of  a medicine,  it  is  fuffi- 
cient  to  know,  that,  exhibited  in  a given 
quantity  for  a certain  length  of  timcj  it 
will  remove  a diforder,  which,  without  it, 
would  prove  deftrudive  to  the  patient. 

There  is  no  ftandard  by  which  we  can 
fix  the  exad  quantity  of  mercury  necef- 
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faiy  for  effedling  a cure.  The  difference 
of  conftitutions  is  fuch,  that  what  will 
cure  in  one  cafe  will  not  be  fufficient  in 
another ; belides,  there  are  many  other 
circumlfances,  as  age,  fex,  climate,  confti- 
tution,  fituation  in  life,  and  fuch  like, 
that  muff  be  taken  into  confideration  in 
the  adminiftration  of  mercury. 

Mercury  is,  notwithftanding,  the  mofl 
certain  medicine  with  which  we  are  ac- 
quainted. Even  the  bark  is  not  fo  fure 
to  fucceed  in  intermitting  fevers  as  mer- 
cury in  the  cure  of  the  venereal  difeafe : 
But  the  fuccefs  of  both  depends  on 
the  mode  of  exhibition.  Bark  may 
be  taken  for  a twelvemonth  without 
curing  an  ague ; yet,  the  fame  quantity 
taken  in  the  courfe  of  one  month  will  re- 
move the  dileafe. 

The  fame  rule  holds  with  regard  to 
mercury:  Its’ effects  cannot  be  eftimated 
by  the  quantity  given,  without  attending 
to  the  time  in  which  it  was  adminiftered. 
Indeed  this  rule  applies  to  mofl  medicines. 
If  the,  patient  begins  with  fmall  doles, 

even 
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even  of  poifons,  he  may  ufe  them  till  they 
lofe  their  effed:,  fo  as  hardly  to  have  any 
influence  on  the  conftitutio'n. 

Mercury,  as  a mineral,  or  taken  in  its 
crude  ftate,  is  almoft  inert : If  it  ads  at 
all  as  a^medicine,  in  this  ftate,  its  adion 
depends  chiefly  on  its  weight  and  fluidity. 

’ Its  virtues  as  a medicine  muft  therefore 
depend  on  the  modes  of  preparing  it. 
Thefe,  indeed,  are  manifold ; but,  as  my 
pradice  is  confined  to  a very  few,  I ftiall 
only  take  notice  of  thofe,  and  fhall  add  a 
few  obfervations  relative  to  the  modes  of 
preparing,  and  of  adminiftering  them  in 
the  different  ftages  of  the  diforder. 

The  preparations  ' of  mercury  chiefly 
employed  by  me  are,  the  ointment,  the 
calcined  mercury,  the  mild  muriated  mer- 
cury, the  calomel,  and  the  corrofive  fub- 
limate  : But,  as  I do  not  mean  to  inftrud 
my  readers  in  the  chymical  proceffes  for 
preparing  medicines,  but  to  recommend 
thofe  already  prepared  ; all  I have  to  ob- 
ferve  is,  that  they  Ihould  be  careful  to 
purchafe  them  from  men  of  reputation, 
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as  no  art  affords  more  opportunities  of 
fophiftication  than  chymiftry. 

Even  the  crude  mercury  is  feldom  to 
be  obtained  pure.  It  pofTefTes  the  power 
of  difl'olving  other  metals,  and  keeping 
them  fufpended  j for  which  reafon  it 
ought  always  to  be  purified  before  it  is 
prepared  into  any  form  of  medicine : 
But,  fuppofmg  the  mercury  to  be  pure, 
even  the  moft  fimple  preparation  of  it  is 
apt  to  be  improperly  made.  Both  the 
common  pill  and  the  ointment  are  pre- 
pared merely  by  trituration  ; but,  as  their 
whole  virtue  depends  on  the  complete  fe- 
paration  of  the  globules,  unlefs  the  tri- 
turation is  continued  for  a very  confider- 
able  length  of  time,  the  medicine  is  good 
for  nothing'^. 

Though  the  mercurial  ointment  pof- 
fefTes  many  advantages . over  any  other 

* i ai-h  convinced  that  no  mode  of  preparing  mercury 
•is  pfeferable  to  fimple  trituration ; but,  to  feparate  the 
paYtieles  of  this  mineral  fufficiently  by  trituration,  efpe- 
cially  in  a dry  form,  vrould  require  more  labour  than  I 
fear  any  chymift.  will  be  difpofed  to  bello,w  upon  it. 


prepa- 
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preparation  of  mercury;  yet  the  mode 
of  applying  it  is  fo  troublefome  and  difa- 
greeable,  that  nioft  patients  wilh  to  avoid 
it.  No  other  mode  of  application  how- 
ever has  yet  been  thought  of,  which  ef- 
fectually anfwers  the  fame  purpofe.  For 
this  reafon  we  muft  continue  the  ufe  of 
the  ointment,  till  time  or  obfervation 
lhall  difcover  a better  mode  of  throwing 
mercury  into  the  fyftem. 

One  of  the  greateft  inconveniences  at- 
tending the  adminiftration  of  mercury  b 
the  effed:  it  often  has  on  the  ftomach  and 
bowels.  The  bowels  of  many  patients 
are  quite  unable  to  bear  the  mercury  in 
fuch  quantity  as  is  necelfary  to  cure  the 
difeafe.  Indeed,  when  mercury  runs  off 
by  ftool,  it  is  very  apt  to  difappoint  the 
expectations  of  the  phyfician ; and  the 
quantity  of  opium  neceffary  to  eorreCt 
this  tendency,  is  often  fo  great  as  to  ren- 
der the  patient  ftupid  and  uncomfortable. 
Mercury  will,  no  doubt,  fometimes  affeCt 
the  bowels,  even  when  ufed  externally; 
but  this  is  not  near  fo  apt  to  happen 
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as  when  the  medicine  is  taken  by  the 
mouth. 

Though  the  mercurial  ointment  has 
many  advantages,  and  will  fucceed  in 
moll  common  cafes  ; yet,  in  obftinate  ve-r 
' nereal  affedtions,  I never  trull  to  it  alone. 
I have  feen  nodes  of  long  Handing  yield 
to  the  calcined  mercury,  after  an  im-? 
mepfe  quantity  of  the  ointment  had 
been  applied  without  any  apparent  be- 
uefit.  A patient  who  had  loft  a great 
part  of  genitalia  told  me,  that,  by  the 
advice  of  an  eminent  phyfician,  he  had 
ufed  above  fixty  drams  of  mercurial  oint- 
ment, without  any  benefit ; yet  this  gen- 
tleman was  perfedly  cured  by  the  cor- 
rofive  fublimate,  accompanied  with  the 
Lifbon  diet  drink,  in  lefs  than  fix 
weeks,  and  continues  well  to  this  day.  I 
had  reafon,  however,  to  fufpedl,  that,  he 
had  not  done  juftice  to  the  ointment,  be- 
ing a -diflipated  man  and  a very  irregular 
liver. 

Though  the  corrofive  fublimate  pof- 
fefles  great  powers  as  a medicine,  it  is 

not 


OF  THE  INSTRUMENTS  OF  CURE.  103 

not  fo  much  in  ufe  as  formerly.  The 
' tafte  is  highly  difgufting,  and  it  is  rather 
hurtful  tothe  ftomach  and  bowels.  Where 
thefe  elfe£ts  can  be  obviated,  it  is  an  ex- 
cellent medicine,  particularly  in  venereal 
affedrions  of  the  fkin.  The  heft  way  to  > 
prevent  its  hurting  the  ftomach  or  bowels 
is,  to  accompany  its  ufe  with  fome  foft 
decoction  made  of  farinaceous  fubftances, 
as  the  deco6Hon  of  farfaparilla,  or  what 
is  called  the  Lifbon  diet  drink. 

The  moft  common  preparation  of  mer- 
cury now  in  ufe,  for  the  cure  of  the  ve- 
nereal dlfeafe,  is  calomel.  Though  in- 
ferior to  the  calcined, or  the  muriated  mer- 
cury, yet,  in  common  cafes,  it  feldom 
fails  to  perform  a cure.  Being  perfedly 
infipid,  it  excites  no  naufca,  and  may  be 
given,  even  to  infants,  with  great  fafety. 
As  it  is  a cheap-inedicine,  there  is  lefs 
danger  of  its  being  adulterated  than  thofe 
which  are  ten  times  the  value.  It  does 
not  however  follow,  that  calomel  is  ne- 
ver adulteiatcd,  though  it  might  be  im- 

' - 4 prudent 
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prudent  here  to  mention  the  modes  in 
which  it  is  done. 

I know  no  venereal  taint  that  will  not 
yield  to  one  or  other  of  thefe  preparations, 
when  applied  in  due  time  : But  there  are 
fome  auxiliaries,  which,  though  they  will 
not  cure  the  dileafe,  may  neverthelefs  be 
of  ufe,  as  either  aiding  the  operation  of 
the  grand  fpecific,  or  preventing  its  doing 
injury  to  the  ftomach  and  bowels.  The 
chief  of  thefe  are,  antimony,  guiaeum, 
farfaparilla,  mezereon,  and  opium. 

Guiaeum  has  been  highly  extolled  for 
the  cure  of  lues  venerea ; hut,  fince  the 
powers  of  mercury  were  better  known, 
it  has  loft  much  of  its  reputation,  and  is 
now  ufed  chiefly  as  an  ingredient  in  the 
Liihon  diet  drink.  Some  pretend  to  have 
had  experience  of  its  good  effedls  in  ul- 
cers and  blotches  of  the  Ikin  ; but  never 
having  ufed  it  alone,  I cannot  vouch  for 
its  effeds ; nor  would  I advife  any  one  to 
truft  to  it  for  a cure,  unlefs  when  ac- 
companied with  mercury. 

Sarfa- 
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*■  Sarfaparilla  has  alfo  been  faid  to  have 
cured  the  venereal  difeafe.  It  is  given 
in  powder,  extradt,  and  decodlion.  The 
laft  of  thefe  is  the  rnoft  common  form 
in  which  it  is  adminiftered,  and  is  gene- 
rally found  to  anfwer  the  heft.  I will 
not  affert  that  it  has  any  confiderable  ef- 
fed;  on  the  cure  of  lues  venerea ; but  I 
think  it  is  friendly  to  the  ftomach  and 
bowels  ; and  fome  think  it  proves  fervicc- 
able  where  mercury  is  found  to  have  too 
great  a tendency  to  run  off  by  the  mouth. 

Of  mezereon  I can  fay  little,  never  hav- 
ing  ufed  it  but  in  combination  with  the  two 
former  articles.  It  is,  however,  an  ac- 
tive, pungent  medicine  ; and,  when  com- 
bined with  things  of  a milder  nature, 
may  no  doubt  have  its  ufe.  The  root 
and  bark  are  both  employed,  efpecially  the 
latter,  which  is  by  far  the  moft  adive 
part^.  It  is  generally  fuppofed  to  be  an 
ingredient  in  Velno’s  Syrup ; but  this 

* A decoaion  of  the  bark  is  faid  to  have  proved  fuc- 
tefjful  in  the  cure  of  ulcers  in  the  throat. 
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being  fold  as  a noftrum,  I can  fay  nothing 
about  it.  It  is  likewife  believed  to  have 
entered  into  the  compofition  of  Dr.  Ken- 
nedy’s Decodion,  which  is  now  fuppofed 
to  have  been  nearly  the  fame  as  the  Lif- 
bon  diet  drink:  To  which,  judging  from 
its  effeds,  I fhould  think  a little  mercury, 
under  fome  form,  had  been  added. 

In  a decodion  which  I have  long  ufed, 
as  an  accompaniment  to  mercury,  all 
thefe  ingredients  are  combined,  and  I 
think  form  a better  medicine  than  can  be 
extraded  from  any  one  of  them  fepa- 
rately.  I have  occafionally  ufed  anti- 
mony in  the  crude  ftate ; but,  as  this 
gives  the  decodion  a very  dirty  appear- 
ance, of  late  r have  added  to  each  quart 
of  the  decodion  a tea-fpoonful  of  the 
antimonial  wine,  more  or  lefs,  as  the  pa- 
tient’s ftomach  could  bear. 

Opium  has  likewife  been  recommended 
as  an  aid  to  mercury,  in  the  cure  of  lues 
venerea,  and  fome  have  gone  fo  far  as  to 
fay,  that  it  poffelTes  powers  as  an  antify- 
philitic.  I have  not,  however,  been  able 

to 
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to  tlifcover  them  : All  the  ufe  I have  ever 
found  in  opium  was  from  its  fedative 
quality,  in  preventing  the  mercury  from 
running  off  by  the  bowels.  When  the 
bowels  are  too  irritable  to  retain  mercury, 
it  will  not  cure  the  difeafe.  In  this  cafe 
opium  may  a£t  as  an  auxiliary,  by  detain- 
ing the  mercury  in  the  fyftem. 


OF  THE  PROPER  REGIMEN  DURING  A 
COURSE  OF  MERCURY. 

The  fiiccefs  of  mercury  is  often  fruf- 
trated  by  an  improper  regimen.  Few 
men  have  fufficient  refolution  to  break  off 
their  former  habits  of  living,  while  un- 
der a courfe  of  mercury.  They  will  take 
the  medicine,  but  cannot  refrain  from 
their  ufual  luxuries.  I have  often  feen  the 
cure  protraded  to  twice  the  ufual  time, 
when  no  other  reafon  could  be  affigned 
but  the  patient’s  luxurious  manner  of  liv- 
ing- 
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As  any  one  ftimulus  may  counteract 
another,  why  may  not  the  ftimulus  of 
wine  counteract  that  of  mercury  ? I do 
not  mean  that  a patient  under  a courfe 
of  mercury  is  to  live  too  low : Neither 
do  I approve  of  very  copious  evacuations 
prior  to  the  patient’s  entering  on  fuch  a 
courfe ; nor  indeed  of  any  at  all,  pro- 
vided the  patient  is  not  of  a full  or  in- 
flammatory habit.  When  that  is  the  cafe, 
bleeding  and  purging  may  be  neceffary, 
as  well  as  other  evacuations.  As  far  as 
my  recolledion  goes,  I think  the  cure  of 
lues  venerea  goes  on  more  flowly  in  fat 
than  in  lean  patients. 

Though  the  patient  is  not  to  be  ftarved 
' under  a courfe  of  mercury,  yet  there  are 
fome  things  that  will  difagree  with  the 
ftomach,  and  ought  therefore  not  to  be 
ufed : For  example,  all  raw  vegetables, 
and  whatever  is  apt  to  turn  four  or  ran- 
cid on  the  ftomach,  ought  to  be  avoid- 
ed. When  the  mercury  is  rubbed  in, 
thefe  cautions  are  lefs  neceflary;  but  at 
all  times  crude,  acid  vegetables,  ufed 

freely, 
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freely,  are  injurious  to  the  .ftomach  and 
bowels. 

Few  things  are  more  injurious  to  a 
patient  under  a courfe  of  mercury  than 
expofure  to  cold.  In  a mild  climate  I 
fhould  think  there  was  no  occafion  for 
any  confinement,  under  a courfe  of  mer- 
cury ; but  with  us,  who  have  all  the  fea- 
fons  in  a few  days,  and  often  even  in  one 
day,  this  is  a matter  of  the  greatefi;  im- 
portance. Patients  get  well  under  every 
kind  of  treatment,  but  circumftances  of 
a very  untoward  nature  are  often  occa- 
fioned  by  cold.  I am  fully  convinced 
that  one  half  of  the  medicine  generally 
ufed  for  curing  the  lues  venerea  would 
fucceed,  were  patients  confined  to  the 
houfe  during  a courfe  of  mercury^. 


* I am  fufficiently  aware  that  many  patients  cannot 
keep  the  houfe  while  they  are  ufing  mercury  for  curing 
the  lues  -;,enerea ; but  thefe  patients  muft  lay  their  account 
wtth  many  inconveniences,  and  thofe  fometimes  of  a very 
fenous  nature.  Indeed  moft  of  the  bad  confequencea 
imputed  to  mercury,  are.  in  my  opinion,  owing  to  taking 
cold.  Some  fpeculative  writers  have  thought  other 
wife;  but  a lohg  feries  of  obfervation  has  convinced  me 
that  Ws  fevers,  and  even  madnefs,  may  be  produced 
by  cold  under  a courfe  of  mercury. 

It 
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It  has  already  been  obferved  that  orie 
of  the  moft  difagreeable  effedts  of  mer- 
cury is  its  tendency  to  run  off  by  the 
bowels.  No  doubt  this  may  be,  in  fome 
meafure,  correcSied  by  opium  ; but  as  few 
patients  like  to  take  that  drug,  I would 
again  beg  leave  to  recommend  a due  at- 
tention to  warmth.  While  a fufficient 
degree  of  perfpiration  is  kept  up,  mer- 
cury will  feldom  fall  on  the  bowels.  No 
fooner,  however,  is  this  evacuation  check- 
ed, than  the  bowels  are  affected.  All  the 
patient’s  food  and  drink  ought  to  be  a 
little  warm,  and  rather  of  eafy  digeftion. 
When  I recommend  warmth,  I do  not 
mean  that  the  patient  is  to  be  kept  in  a 
profufe  fweat.  This,  inltead  of  promot- 
ing, would  retard  the  cure,  and  weaken 
the  patient  to  no  purpofe. 

Few  things  are  of  more  importance, 
during  a courfe  of  mercury,  than  to  re- 
gulate the  patient’s  clothing.  If  linen 
is  worn  next  the  Ikin,  it  is  not  only  cold 
and  chilly  ; but,  when  moiftened  by  the 
perfpiraton,  it  becomes  damp ; and  the 
moifturc  is  taken  up  by  the  ablorbent  vef* 
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fels  which  open  on  the  fkin.  It  would 
be  a good  rule,  if  every  perfon  labouring 
under  lues  venerea  were  to  wear  flannel 
next  the  fkin  during  the  whole  time  of 
the  cure. 

It  is  not  only  neceffary,  during  a'courfe 
of  mercury,  to  avoid  every  thing  that  is 
highly  ftimulating,  as  hot  fpices,  high- 
feafoned  difhes,  and  fuch-like ; but  alfo 
all  violent  exertions  of  bodily  ftrength, 
as  running,  wreftling,  hard  riding,  &c. : 
Nor  is  tranquillity  of  mind  lefs  neceffary. 
All  the  bodily  fundions  may  be  diforder- 
ed  by  violent  paflions  ; and  when  that  is 
the  cafe,  the  moft  powerful  medicines 
will  not  have'  their  proper  effects  on  the 
fyftem. 


OF  BUBOES. 

Buboes  may  arife  from  different  caufes  j 
but  we  mean  only  to  treat  of  the  vene- 
real bubo : Xhis  is  generally  feated  in  the 

groin, 
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groin,  and  is  attended  with  fwelling,  pain, 
and  inflammation  of  the  part.  The  true 
fyphilltic  bubo  is  commonly  preceded  by 
a chancre  on  the  glans  or  prepuce,  though 
a chancre  is  not  necelTary  to  the  produc- 
tion of  a bubo : It  is  fometimes,  though 
feldom,  the  firfl;  fymptom  after  impure 
coition.  The  bubo  is  generally  Angle, 
though  fometimes  both  groins  are  at  once 
affected. 

There  is  no  occafion  to  defcribe  the 
whole  abforbent  fyftem  to  explain  the 
theory  of  buboes.  It  is  fufficient  to  fay, 
that  every  part  of  the  body,  both  exter- 
nal and  internal,  is  repleniihed  with  ab- 
forbent veflels,  whofe  open  mouths  take 
up  more  or  lefs  of  every  fluid  that  is  ap- 
plied to  them.  Thefe  veflels  carry  the 
venereal  poifon  into  the  fyftem,  and  ferve 
likewife  to  convey  its  antidote. 

Whether  the^bubo  arifes  from  an  im- 
mediate abforption,  without  any  previous 
local  eruption,  or  from  an  abforption  from 
chancres,  or  a virulent  gonorrhcea,  the 

fymptoms  are  nearly  the  fame.  Some, 
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indeed,  filppofe  that  the  bubo  may  arife 
from  the  poifon  being  conveyed  from  the 
mafs  of  blood,  when  univerfally  tainted 
with  the  infedlion  ; but  this  opinion  is  by 
no  means  well  founded.  From  whatever 
caiife  buboes  proceed,  they  commonly 
hold  the  following  pro’grefs  : 

A fmall  hard  tumour  is  felt  in  one  or 
both  groins,  accompanied  with  fome  de- 
gree of  pain,  though  not  acute  j this  tu- 
mour gradually  increafes,  till  it  has  arriv- 
ed at  maturity.  When  matter  begins  to 
be  formedj  the  bubo  becomes  very  pain- 
ful, and  fometimes  excites  a flight  degree 
of  fever,  which  fubfides  when  the  fuppu- 
ration  of  the  bubo  is  completed.  The 
fize  of  buboes  at  the  time  of  their  fuppu^ 
ration  is  very  different ; fome  of  them 
are  not  larger  than  a walnut,  while 
others  exceed  the  bulk  of  an  hen’s  egg. 
The  fuppuration  of  the  bubo  will  be 
quick,  if  it  is  attended  with  much  pain  ; 
but,  if  not  accompanied  with  great  pain, 
its  progrefs  will  be  flow. 
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Buboes,  ill  their  firft  ftage,  may  gene- 
rally be  difperfed  j by  which  much  trou- 
ble, pain, and  inconvenience  to  the  patient, 
will  be  prevented.  But  this  method  of 
treatment  is,  by  fome,  believed  to  be 
dangerous  : They  fuppofe  that  a bubo  is 
an  effort  of  nature  to  carry  off  what  they 
call  the  morbific  matter  of  the  difeafe ; 
and  that,  by  difcuffing  it,  the  venereal 
poifon  is  repelled,  and  thrown  into  the 
fyftem.  On  this  fuppofition,  it  was  for- 
merly deemed  good  practice  always  to 
promote  fuppuration,  and  bring  the  bubo 
to  difcharge  matter  as  foon  as  poffible. 
But  this  pradlice  is  not  founded  on  found 
reafoning,  and  is  by  the  more  enlighten- 
ed practitioners  rejected. 

In  fome  of  the  molt  obflinate  venereal 
cafes  which  have  fallen  under  my  ob- 
fervation,  the  buboes  have  fuppurated, 
and  foinetimes  in  fucceffion  ; but  I 
could  never  perceive  that  the  fuppura- 
tion tended  to  promote  the  cure,  or  to 
render  mercury  lefs  neceffary.  Befides, 
the  fores  occafioned  by  the  breaking  or 
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laying  open  of  the  buboes,  prove  often 
extremely  troublefome  and  difficult  of 
cure.  For  thefe  reafons,  I always,  in 
the  firfh  inftance,  attempt  the  difperfion 
of  a bubo* 

To  effe(£t  this  purpofe,  evaciiants  are 
in  the  firft  place  to  be  ufedj  as  bleeding, 
purging,  vomiting,  &c.  I have  known 
one  brilk  purge  carry  off  a bubo  and 
local  bleeding  has  often  had  the  fame 
efie<ff.  This  may  be  done  by  cupping  or 
leeches  : I generally  prefer  the  latter. 
The  fbres,  indeed,  occafioned  by  the  bite^ 
are  fometimes  flow  in  healing ; but  this 
is  a flight  inconvenience,  when  compared 
to  the  advantages  derived  from  the  bleed- 
ing. In  full  and  inflammatory  habits, 
the  patient  may  lofe  blood  from  the 

' J- 

* When  a bubo  difappears  m a few  days,  the  quack 
imputes  it  to  his  great  llcill ; and  when  it  proves  obfti- 
nate,  which  will  happen  under  the  beft  treatment,  the 
phyllcian  is  blamed,  when  he  is  not  in  fault.  Random 
cures  often  eftablifh  the  reputation  of  medicines  which 
poffefs  no  real  virtues,  and  fill  the  pockets  of  pretenders 
to,  phyflc,  who  are  totaUy  ignorant  of  that  fcience.  ^ 
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but, 'in  general,,  local  bleeding- liic* 
eeeds  better.  BloocI  taken  from  or-  near 
the  part  afFefted,  will  relieve  the  patient 
more,  while  it  weakens  him  lefs,  than  a 
much  greater  quantity  taken  from  the 
general  mafs. 

Some  ' local  applications  ought  to  ac- 
company the  bleeding  and  purging,  which 
are  to  be  repeated  according  to  circum- 
ftances.  I generally  ufe  repellent  poul- 
tices, made  with  Goulard’s  extract,  or 
the  fugar  of  lead  ; though  fome  prefer  the 
following  ointment,  as  being  lefs  trouble^ 
fome  : 


- ! i 


i.1  .-::j 


1 rr-  • 


^ • Take  of  mercuriah^  'blntiTieht,  one 

; ■:  . * > '? r>'l uc /" b B -Utt  ot 

ounce  ; ‘ '=■ 

•^^GoUr^d^s  extra^a,  fifty  drops';'- 
^ 'Powder  of ^opiurii-,  one  fcriiple : M ilx 

them  together  according  to  art. 

•""''A  little  of  thisbnitment  may  be  rufibed 
on  and  near  to  the  part  affedlsd,  feveral 

times^a  day.; ; . ' • ' 

■•':Whiie  thefe  ‘ attempts  are  making,  to 

difpeiPe,;thrbi^^  inuft  ufe 

an  abftemious  regimen,  avoiding  all  ftrong 

nnd 


OF  BUBOfX.  11-7 

and  fermented  liquors ; alfo  food  -of  a 
heating  or  ftimulating  nature.  The  l^ody 
inuft  be  kept  gently  open,  and  all  violent 
exertions  are  to  be  avoided,  as  riding,  run- 
ning, wreftling,  and  fuch-like.  This  rule 
is  of  more  importance  than  is  generally 
imagined,  as  mufcular  motion  of  every 
kind  tends  to  increafe  inflammation. 

During  thefe  attempts  to  difperfe  the 
bubo,  the  ufe  of  mercury  is  not  to  be 
omitted  It  may  be  adminiftered  nearly 
in  theTame  manner  as  for  The  chancre  : 
only  ;thgt,  in  this.^c^e, . Tome  prefer  the 
ointment  to  every  other,-  prepararipn  of 
mercury.  ■ Their  reafon  for, giving  ft  the 
preference  is,  that  it  can’  be  applied  near 
to  the  gpa|j:s  . gffe.Qiedj  ^ and  im  fuck  a 
manner  as  tOjbe  j t^kep  up  by  thofe  lym- 
phatic veflels  which  carry  it  immediately 
to  the  difeafed  glands 

■,■  ■■  •'  ' -jr" 

II; 

‘ -‘‘n  • '/r.  ,n.f;iL)  a TO  ; :ui  r 

* The  quantity  ofnncrcuny  ineceflary  for  the  rQfolu- 
tlon  of  a bubo  will  be  in  proportion  to  its  obftinc^cy;  "but 
care  mull  be  taken  not  to  hurt,  the  conllitution.  Mr, 
Jfunter  recommends  half  a dnjm  of  m.ercurlal  ointment, 
•m^ack  with  equal  parts  of  quickfilvcr  and  hog’s-lard,  to 
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If  the  means  ufed  for  dlfperfing  the 
bubo  fliould  not  fucceed,  and  the  inflam- 
matory fymptoms  run  high,  fo  that  the 
fuppuration  feems  unavoidable,  they 
fliould  be  difcontinued,  and  proper  medi- 
cines applied  for  promoting  the  fuppura- 
tion. For  this  purpofe,  emollient  fo- 
mentations and  ripening  poultices  are 
proper ; Thefe  may  be  foftcned  with 
fweet  oil  or  frefh  butter,  and  applied  to 
the  bubo  evening  and  morning.  If  it  is 
found  neceffary  to  haften  the  fuppuration, 
raw  onions  may  be  bruifed,  and  mixed 
with  the  poultice. 

To  promote  the  fuppuration,  the  pa- 
tient may  indulge  in  a more  nourifhing 
diet,  and  drink  a moderate  quantity  of 
wine.  If  the  pain  is  very  great,  to  alle- 

be  ufed  every  night.  If  the  mouth  is  not  affcfted  in  fix 
or  eight  days,  and  the  gland  does  not  readily  refolve, 
two  fcruples,  or  a dram,  may  be  applied  every  mght ; 
and  if  there  be  no  amendment,  more  muft  be  rubbed 
in  : In  fhort,  if  the  reduaion  proves  obftinate,  the 

tneicury  mud  be  puflied  as  far  as  can  be  done,  withoyt 
rnifing  a violent  falivation.  ' 

viate 
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viate  the  irritation  and  procure  'red:,  he 
may  take  from  half  a grain  to  a grain  of 
opium  in  a pill  at  bed-time.  This  will 
likewife  tend  to  haften  the  formation  of 
matter,  and  to  fliorten  the  inflammatory 
ftage. 

When  the  bubo  has  arrived  at  maturity, 
and  matter  is  formed,  the  common  prac- 
tice is  to  open  the  abfcefs  with  a lancet, 
or  by  means  of  cauftic ; but  it  often 
happens,  when  the  bubo  is  opened  by 
thefe  methods,  that  it  is  not  perfectly 
ripe ; but  when  nature  is  left  to  nvake 
the  opening  in  her  own  way,  it  always 
happens  when  it  ought,  and  generally 
heals  much  fooner,  and  with  lefs  incon-? 
venience,  than  when  opened  either  by 
incifion  or  cauftic.  , 

As  foon  as  the  abfcefs  is  broken,  the 

patient  ought  gently  to  prefs  out  the 

matter,  endeavouring,  at  the  fame  time, 
to  enlarge  the  orifice.  If  the  difeharge 
. is  thick,  and  the  fuppuration  has  not 
been  tedious,  there  will  be  every  reafon 
to  exped  that  the  abfcefs  will  foon  heal  ; 

^ 4 but 
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but  if  the  fore  difcharges  a thin,  fliarp 
ichor  of  a greenifh  *^colour,  and  its  lips 
are  ragged,  and  of  a loofe,  flabby  appear-^ 
ance,  the  cure  will  prove  both  tedious  and 
troublefome. 

After  fqueezing  out  the  matter,  a little 
of  any  digeftive  ointment  may  be  applied 
to  the  fore,  on  a bit  of  lint  or  foft  rag, 
and  the  whole  covered  with  a foft  poul? 
tice.  This  may  be  renewed  twice  a day, 
prefling  out  the  matter  very  gently,  be- 
fore it  is  applied.  The  fore  ought  to  be 
kept  clean  by  wafliing  it,  every  time  the 
poultice  is  renewed,  with  milk  and  water 
a little  warm.  The  time  that  may  be 
neceflTary  for  healing  the  bubo  cannot  be 
afcertained,  as  it  de'pends  entirely  on  the 
patient’s  conftitution. 

It  fometimes  happens,  - after  feveral 
weeks  trial  of  the  above  method  of  treat- 
ment, that  the  fores  grow  worfe,  and  the 
patient’s  health  and  firength  decline.  In 
this  cafe  it  will  be  neceflTary  to  difcontinue 
the  mercury,  and  to  put  the  patient  on  a 
light  and  nourifhing  diet,  with  an  allow- 
ance 
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ance  of  three  or  four  glafles  of  found  red 
port  wine  in  the  courfe  of  the  day.  The 
hark  muft  alfo  be  taken  in  as  large  quan- 
tities as  the  ftomach  will  bear  it. 

I have  feen  a patient  fo  much  weaken- 
ed by  the  ufe  of  mercury,  that  he  was  not 
able  to  walk,  or  even  to  hand ; yet,  by 
going  into  the  country,  living  on  a light 
nourifhing  diet,  and  drinking  the  decoc- 
tion of  farfaparilla,  with  equal  parts  of 
new  milk,  he  got  well  in  a few  weeks. 
If  any  fymptpms  of  the  diforder  remain 
after  this  courfe,  it  will  be  neceflary  to 
refume  the  ufe  of  the  grand  fpecific,  mer- 
cury, as  foon  as  the  patient  is  able  to  bear 
it. 

Though  mifchief  is  no  doubt  done  by 
pufhing  the  mercury  too  far,  yet  I am 
fully  perfuaded  that  ten  times  more  pro- 
ceeds from  leaving  it  off  too  foon.  The 
patient  tires  of  taking  medicine,  and  the 
tloaor,  willing  to  indulge  him,  gives  him 
permiffion  to  defift  before  the  bufinefs  is 
completed.  Of  this,  I am  forty  to  fay, 
one  meets  with  too  mt^ny  proofs  to  quef- 
tionthe  fad. 
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A venereal  ulcer  may  appear  on  any 
part  of  the  body,  and  is  a fure  fign  that 
the  poifon  has  pervaded  and  infec^ted  every 
part  of  the  fyftem.  Thefe  ulcers  are 
ufually  preceded  By  blotches,  which  ap- 
pear firft  about  the  roots  of  the  hair,  or 
on  the  forehead,  where  they  go  by  the 
name  of  a corona  veneris.  They  gradu- 
ally fpread  all  over  the  body,  and  are 
attended  with  itching  and  fome  degree  of 
pain.  A venereal  ulcer,  though  not  very 
painful,  quickly  becomes  deep,  and  even 
reaches  the  bone,  which  it  renders  foul. 
It  difeharges  a thin,  foetid,  corrofive  mat- 
ter ; and  cannot  be  cured,  but  by  a com- 
plete and  well-condudted  courfe  of  mer- 
cury. 

It  is  of  importance  to  diftinguilh  the 
venereal  from  the  common  ulcer,  as  mif* 
takes  in  this  matter  may  have  ferious  con- 
fequences,  both  with  regard  to  the  cha- 
racter of  patients,  and  the  method  of 

cure. 
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cure".  If  tlie'patient'has  reafon  to  fufpe^l 
thaf'the  ulcfef  may  be  ^eiiefeal ; if  its 
margin  is  hard'  the  furroumding  Ikiii 
preternaturally  red,  and  thev  bottom  co- 
vered with  a white  Hough ; there  is 
ground  to  believe  it  is  venereal.  But  the 
moft  certain  conclufion  may  be  drawn 
from  the  ufe  of  mercury : - If  the  ulcer 
either  appears,  or  grows  worfe  during  the 
ufe  of  mercury,  it  is  probably  not  vene- 
real ; but  if ‘it  gets  better  under  a proper 
courfe  of  mercury,  there  is  little  doubt  of 
its  belonging  to  that  clafs. 

Though  a chancre,  '^'hich  is  a venereal 
ulcer,  generally  appears  oh  the  genitals, 
yet  thofe  ulcers  which  proceed  from  a 
contaminated  ftate  of-  the  whole  fyftem 
feldom  affect  the  parts  of  generation. 
Indeed,  there  is  no  part'  of  the  furface  of 
the  body  where  they  occur  fo  feldom. 
This  clearly  proves,  what  we  have  before 
afferted,  that  the  chancre  is  a local  af- 
fedfion,  and'  affords  no  proof  that  the 
fyftem  is  contaminated.  Almoft  every 
'■  chan- 
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chancre  may  be  traced  to  a local  applica*. 
tion  of  the  venereal  poifon  ; and  when 
the  poifon  can  be  arrefted  in  its  progrefs, 
the  fyftera  will  not  be  generally  affedted. 

Though  venereal  ulcers  .are  often  pre- 
ceded by  blotches,  yet  this  is  not  always 
the  cafe  : Sometimes  they  come  without 
any  previous  eruption  ; and  at  other  times 
a number  of  fmaU  pimples  rife  upon  the 
fkin,  previous  to  the  appearance  of  an 
ulcer.  Nor  is  it  uncommon  for  a flight 
degree  of  itchinefe  only  to  be  felt  on  the 
part,  before  the  ulcer  is  perceived. 

Venereal  ulcers  are  generally  ^pretty 
tradable,  and  heal  almoft  as  foon  as  other 
fores,  unlefs  there  is  fome  fault  in  the  pa- 
tient’s conftkution.'  When  this  is  the 
cafe,  they  often  prove  very  obftinate  ; 
and  fometimes  even  bid^  defiance  to  the 
great  antidote  mercury.  The  habits, 
where  venereal  ulcers  prove  mofl  obftj- 
nate,  are,  the  fcrofulous,  and  perfons 
deeply  affedted  with  the  fcurvy.  As  both 

th,efe  habits  are  very  common  in  this 

coun- 
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country,  it  is  no  wonder  that  venereal 
complaints  fhould  fo  often  prove  tedious 
and  difficult  to  cure; 

There  feems  to  be  fome  affinity  be- 
tween the  pox  and  fcrofula,  that  has  nut 
yet  been  defined  : Where  the  fyffiera  is 

deeply  affedted  by  the  latter,  the  former 
will  always  be  found  obftinate.  I have 
known  even  a bubo,  in  fuch  a habit, 
continue  for  years  before  it  could  be 
cured,  notwithftanding  the  liberal  ufe  of 
mercury  ; and  fometimes  ulcers,  which 
feem  to  i rife  from  a venereal  taint,  and 
will  not  yield  to  mercury,  may  be  cured 
by  fea  bathing,  which  is  almoli  a fpecific 
in  fcrofula,  . i. 

Venereal  ulcers  often  affedt  die  throat 
Sometimes  an  ulcer  in  this  part  is  the 
firft  fymptom  of  the  difeafe  ; and,  being 
miftaken  for  a cornmon  fore  throat,  it  is 
often  improperly  treated.  The  ulcer  ge- 
nerally makes  its  appearance  on  the  glands 
called  amygdala^  from  their  rcfemblance 
to  almonds,  with  an  eryfipelatous  or  red- 
difh  colour  in  the  parts  adjacent,  and  a 

buffy 
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buffy  colour  at  the  bottom.  It  is  not, 
however,  confined  to  thefe  glands,  but 
fometimes  attacks  the  uvula^  tonfils, 
roof  of  the  mouth,  and  other  adjacent 
parts.  , ■ j-,. 

It  is  of  the  greateft  importance  to  be 
early  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  thefe 
ulcers,  as.  they  often  fpread  rapidly  ; and, 
if  not  checked  by  mercury,  they  will  cor- 
rode the  parts  on  which  they  fix,  and 
deftroythe  organs  of 'deglutition.  Where 
there  is  the  leaft  reafon  to  fufped  that 
ulcers  of  the  throat  may  proceed  from  a 
venereab taint,  the  patient  ought  immedi- 
ately to  have  fecourfe  :to  the  heft  advice. 

The  firfi:  ftep  towards  the  cure  of  an 
ulcer  in  the  throat  is,  to  afcertain  its  caufe. 
One  often  meets  .with  ulcerous  throats  in 
married  women,  which  have  been  under 
the  care  of  the  family  apothecary  for 
many  months,  without  any  progrefs  hav- 
ing i been  made  itowiirds  a.cure;  the  at- 
tendant either,  not  fufpeCUng  the  real  caufe 
of  the  complaint,  or  not  daring  to  inquire 

into  it.  The  hulhand,  who  takes  care 

V to 
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to  get  cured  himfelf,  and  leaves  his 
wife  to  find  out  her  diforder,  and  to  get 
cured  as  flie  can,  is  at  once  cruel  and 
unjufl.  * 

A venereal  ulcer  fometimes  affeds  the 
> vvomb.  This  too  is  apt  fo  be  miftaken, 
I and  treated  as  a cancer.  As  it  cannot  be 
examined,  like  the  fore  throat,  the  bed 
and  fafeft  way  is  to  confiderit  as  venereal, 
and  to  treat  it  accordingly.  If  it  fhould 
not  yield  to  mercury  and  its  accompani- 
ments, the  caufe  becomes  doubtful,  I 
would  then  reccmimend  fea  bathing,  or 
the  waters  of  Bareges,  as  mod  likely 
to  perform  a cure. 

In  whatever  part  of  the  body  a vene- 
real ulcer  appears,  its  cure  mud  be  at- 
tempted by  mercury.  Where  this  fails, 
theie  is  reafon  to  fufpetd  either  that  the 
ulcer  is  not  truly  venereal,  or  that  it  has 
affumed  a different  character,  and  requires 
a different  mode  of  treatment.  In  this 
cafe,  the  patient’s  drength  mud  be  re- 
ftorecl  by  nourifliing  diet  and  generous 
ines.  The  ufe  of  tonic  medicines,  as 

3 the 
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the  bark  and  fteel,  will  like  wife  be  prc^ 
per  ; and  above  all,  we  would  recom- 
mend cold  fea  bathing. 

A variety  of  ointments,  &c.  have  been 
recommended  in  the  cure  of  venereal 
ulcers,  but  we  lay  no  great  ftrefs . upon 
them^  The  chief  bufinefs  is  to  keep  the 
fore  clean,  and  to  throw  in  the  antidote 
as  freely  as  the  patient  s conftitution  wilt 
bear  it.  A Ua  of  the  moh  approved  me- 
dicines for  local  application  will,  how- 
ever, be  given  in  the' Appendix,^  with 
directions  for  ufing  them. 


It  has  been  obferved,  that  venereal  ul 


Tfhere  is  no  part 

I 


of  the  body  exempt 
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from  their  attack,  though  they  appear 
more  frequently  on  fome  parts  than  on 
others.  Some  ingenious  attempts  have 
been  made  to  account  for  this ; but  they 
are  more  fpecious  than  folid. 

Though  blotches  are  fometimes  a pri- 
mary fymptom,  yet  I have  moire  fre- 
quently found  them  a fecondary  one,  and 
generally  the  effe<5t  of  cold,  "when  the 
body  was  charged  with  mercury,  and  the 
difeaie  not  totally  fubdued.  The  erup- 
tions, in  this  cafe^  have  a Very  unfeemlv 
appearance ; but  there  is  reafon  to  believe* 
if  the  difeafe  were  not  thrown  upon  the 
ikin,  that  the  confequences  might  be 
worfe. 

A few  years  ago,  a patient  of  mine, 
who  had  for  fome  time  been  under  a 
courfe  of  mercury,  refufed  to  take  it  any 
longer,  becaufe  it  made  his  mouth  fore, 
and  was  attended  with  other  inconveni- 
ences : Contrary  to  my  advice,  he  went 

down  to  the  fea-fide  ; and,  as  it  was  the 
feafon  for  bathing,  like  many  others, 
'without  any  precaution,  he  plunged 

K headr 
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headlong  Into  the  water,  and  fwam  about 
for  his  ainufement.  How  often  this  was 
repeated  I.  do  not  know  ; but,  on  his  re- 
turn to  town,  he  came  to  me  with  a face 
fo  covered  with  blotches,  as  hardly  to 
refemble  the  human  figure.  As  thefe  had 
every  mark  of  venereal  blotches,  I was 
Induced  to  put  him  undei*  a frefh  courfe 
of  mercury,  and  to  continue  it  till  they 
difappeared. 

At  prefent  I have  a gentleman  under 
3Tvy  care,  who,  during  the  fevere  froft  of 
iaft  winter^,  was  taking  mercury.  I 
could  not  perfuade  him  to  keep  the  houfe : 
He  not  only  went  abroad,  but  was  very 
irregular  in  his  manner  of  living.  The 
confequence  was,  an  univerfal  eruption, 
or  blotches  all  over,  but  particularly  on 
the  face.  They  are  now  going  off  by 
the  ufe  of  mercury  ; but  at  oneTime  they 
exhibited  the  appearance  of  a confluent 
fmall  pox,  a little  after  the  turn,  fo  ex- 
aifly,  that  any  one,  at  firft  fight,  would- 
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have  fuppofed  the  patient  was  juft  reco- 
vering from  that  loathfome  difeafe.  From 
this  refemblance  I am  inclined  to  think 
the  difeafe  took  its  name. 

Venereal  blotches  are  Hot  attended 
with  much  pain  ; they  excite,  however, 
an  itchinefs,  which  makes  the  patient 
reftlefs  and  uneafy.  They  often  attack 
the  points  of  the  fingers,  efpeclally  under 
the  nails,  and,  when  fulfered  to  proceed, 
a feparation  takes  place,  and  the  nails  as 
well  as  the  cuticle  fall  off ; Indeed,  what^ 
ever  feparates  the  cuticle  will  take  off  the 
nails.  When  they  attack  the  parts  co- 
vered with  hair,  they  not  only  prevent 
its  growth,  but  frequently  it  falls  off. 

There  are  other  cuticular  eruptions,  as 
the  herpes,  &c.  which  may  be  miftaken 
for  the  venerkl,  by  people  Hot  accuftom- 
ed  to  fee  thefe  things.  Herpetic  erup- 
tions generally  appear  in  a circular  form, 
from  whence  they  get  the  name  of  ring- 
worms. They  are  broader  than  the  vene- 
real blotches.  Befides,  the  herpes  is  more 
focal  than  venereal  eruptions^  which  often 
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cover  the  greater  part  of  the  body.  But 
they  are  heft  known  from  the  clrcum- 
Ifances  of  the  cafe,  and  the  patient’s  man- 
ner of  life. 

Thefe,  like  other'  venereal  affedfions, 
generally  yield  to  a proper  courfe  of 
mferciity  ; though  fometimes  it  is  found 
necelkiry  to  call  in  the  aid  of  antimony. 
This  m'ay  either  be  done  by  adminiftering 
Plummer’s  pill,  or  by  adding  fuch  a quan- 
tity of  the  antimonial  wine,  or  of  crude 
antimony,  to  the'  Lifbon  diet  drink,  as 
will  be  direded  in  the  Appendix. 

Some  have  fuppofed,  and  not  without 
^eafon,  that  the  corrofive  fublimate,  in 
affeaions  of  the  Ikin,  is  preferable  to  the 
other  preparations  of  mercury.  In  ob- 
ftinate  cafes,  where  the  other  mercurial 
medicines  have  tailed,  it  has  often,  in' 
my  pradice,  fucceeded : Indeed,  I have 

feldom  known  it  to  fail.  It  ought,  how- 
ever,. to  be  adminiftered  with  care  ; and 
k will  be  more  fafe,  if  accompanied  with 
the  decodion  of  farfaparilla. 


Some 
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Somo  recommend  mercurial  ointment, 
.or  lotions,  to  be  applied  externally  ; but 
1 am  no  friend  either  to  wet  or  greafy 
■applications  to  the  fl?;in.  When  the  erup- 
-tions  are  hot  or  uneafy,  I treat  them  ia 
'the  fame  manner  as  the  eryhpelas,  by 
dprinkling  them  with  fine  flour  or  hair- 
rpowder.  Should  the  eruption,  however, 
prove  very  obftinate,  an  appropriated 
♦ointment  may  be  applied,  as  directed  iu 
(the  Appendix. 


OF  THE  VENEREAL  NODE. 

The  veneieal  virus,  when  fuffered  to 
remain  in  the  fyflein,  fallens  at  laft  on 
the  bones  ; and,  what  is  very  remarkable, 
It  commonly  feizes  on  the  moll  folid  parts 
of  the  bones,  and  where  they  are  moll  thin- 
ly covered  with  flefli,  as  thelhin-bones,tho 
bones  of  the  head,  of  the  arm,  &c.  Nor 
is  it  lefs  worthy  of  remark,  that  wherever 
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it  fixes  there  it  remains,  and  is  never 
known  to  leave  the  part  till  it  is  deftroyed, 
or  the  poifon  conquered. 

The  true  node,  which  is  a hard  tumour 
rifing  on  a bone  afFe£ted  v/ith  the  vene- 
real virus,  does  not  appear  at  an  early 
period  of  the  difeafe  ; but,  in  cafes  where 
patients  are  expofed  to  cold,  or  in  damp 
fituations,  fwellings  of  the  mufcles,  lig3-~ 
ments,  and  tendons,  will  appear  foon 
after  the  infedion  has  been  received  into 
the  fyftem.  Thefe  however  are  not  to 
be  confidered  as  genuine  venereal  nodes. 

In  the  early  ftage  of  the  difeafe,  a ve- 
nereal-node occafions  little  pain,  and  is, 
for  that  reafon,  often  negleded  : But  as 

the 'tumour  increafes,  fo  does  the  pain, 
till  it  fometimes  becomes  quite  excruciat- 
ing. I had  a patient,  who  , was  fo  tor- 
mented with  a node,  that  he  ufed  to  get 
out  of  bed,  almoft  every  night,  and 
fit  for  hours  together  with  his  leg  im- 
. merfed  in  a pail  of  cold  water.  ^ In  fuch 

cafes,  fome  recommend  an  incifion  to  ® 
’ made 
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made  as  deep  as  the  bone  for  the  whole 
length  of  the  node;  but  few  patients  Vv^ill 
fubmit  to  thk  operation,  and  I have  al- 
ways fucceeded  without  it. 

Sometimes  thefe  pains  are  miftaken  for 
the  rheumatifm,  but  they  may  eafily.be 
diftinguilhed  i The  rheumatifm  gene- 
iMlIy  aSed:^  the  joints,  while  the  node 
riles  in  the  middle  of  the  bone,  Befides, 
the  rheumatifm  often  changes  its  place, 
and  even  Ihifts  from  one  joint  to  ano- 
ther ; but  the  node,  as  has  been  already 
obferved,  is  permanent. 

The  cure  of  nodes  evinces  the  wonderr 
ful  powers  of  mercury  as  a medicine. 
That  it  Ihould  be  able  to  purfue  the  ene- 
my into  his  laft  retreat,  and,  when  he 
has  feized  on  the  moft  folid  parts  of  the 
fyftem,  which  he  is  fure,  if  negleded,  to 
deftroy  ; I fay,  that,  in  this  cale,  a few 
grains  of  mercury  fhould  dillodge  the 
foe,  and  reftore  the  patient  to  perfed 
health  and  foundnefs,  is  a thing  fcarcely 
credible. — Yet  it  is  fo  certain,  that  I do 
5iot  recoiled  ever  to  have,  feen  mercury 
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fail  in  the  cure  of  a node  ; and,  even 
where  the  bones  have  become  carious 
and  have  exfoliated,  the  patient  has  re- 
ceived  a complete  cure,  and  has  not  only- 
enjoyed  perfect  health  himfelf,  but  been 
able  to  tranfmit  a found  conftitution  to  his 
progeny. 

In  the  cure  of  nodes,  it  is  of  the 
greateft  importance  to  apply  the  antidote 
as  foon  as  polTible  : Delay  not  only  ren- 

ders a. greater  quantity  of  mercury  necef- 
fary,  but  endangers  the  bone.  1 do  not 
recolledt  to  have  feen  a bone  become  ca- 
rious, or  an  operation  neceffary,  yvhere 
the  mercury  had  been  applied  in  due  time 
and  quantity. 

The  miftake  is  generally  made  in  this 
way  : The  patient  puts  himfelf  under 

what  he  thinks  proper  care  ; the  fymp^ 
toms  difappear,  and  he  is  declared  to  be 
cured.  Some  months,  and  fometim.es 
years,  afterwards,  a flight  pain  is  felt,  and 
perhaps  fome  degree  of  fwelling  appears 
on  the  fhin-bone  : This  is  fuppofed  to 
be  rheumEtticj  ^nd  is  of  courfe  negle<fl:ed, 
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till  the  poifon  has  rendered  the  bone  foul, 
and  perhaps  carious. 

Every  perfon  vi’^ho  has  had  the  lues 
venerea,  ought  to  be  on  his  guard  with 
refpedt  to  the  appearance  of  nodes  ; and, 
if  he  feels  pain,  or  perceives  any  fwelling 
on  thofe  parts  of  the  bone  where  nodes  are 
known  to  rife,  he  ought  to  have  immediate 
recourfe  to  the  antidote.  Some,  in  this 
cafe,  prefer  the  ointment,  and  even  rub 
it  on  the  part  affedted  ; but  this  I confider 
as  bad  pradtice.  The  ointment  wdll  have 
the  fame  effedt  if  rubbed  on  the  found 
parts,  and  the  fridtion  is  apt  to  hurt  the 
difeafed  one.  ' The  ointment,  however, 
in  thisjcafe,  is  not  my  favourite  remedy  ; 
at  lead;  I n«ver  truft  to  it  alone.  I have 
feen  great  quantities  of  the  ointment  ufed 
for  the  difcuffion  of  a node,  with  little  or 
no  apparent  benefit ; where  pills,  made 
of  the  calcined  mercury,  effedted  a com- 
plete cure.  In  nodes  of  long  ftanding, 
more  mercury  will  be  necelfary,  than  in 
Any  other  fyphilitic  affedlion, 


As 
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As  the  true  node  is  never  an  early 
fyinptom,  there  is  reafon  to  fufpea;  that 
it  is  owing  either  to  improper  treatment  or 
negled. — A married  gentleman,  either  to. 
fave  his  money  or  appearances,  put  him- 
felf  under  the  care  of  an  apothecary  in  the 
environs  of  London,  who,  after  fomc 
months  atteiKiance,  told  him  he  was 
cured.  Some  time  after,  he  came  to  me, 
with  a large  node  on  one  of  his  legs,  for 
which  I put  him  under  a courfe  of  mer- 
cury. Lie  had  fent  his  wife  into  the 
country,  to  live  with  her  friends,  till  he 
fhould  get  well  ; but  unfortunately  £hc 
had  carried  the  infedlion  along  with  her. 
Finding  herfelf  unwell,  Ihe  applied  to  a 
country  apothecary,  who,  being  a mere 
goffip,  blabbed  the  matter  among  her 
friends  : They  took  the  alarm,  abufed  the 
hufband,  and  had  very  near  effeded  a fe- 
paration.  I advifed  him  to  bring  her  up 
to  town,  and  put  her  under  the  fame 
courfe  of  medicine  as  himfelf.  In  a few 
months  they  were  both  well,  and  have 
fmce  had  feveral  line  children. 


Any 
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Any  man  may  have  a misfortune,  or  be 
oft' his  guard  at  one  time  or  another. 
When  this  happens,  and  he  has  reafon 
to  think,  or  even  to  fufped',  that  he  has 
injured  his  partner,  he  ought  immediately 
to  acquaint  her  with  his  fituation,  and  to 
take  the  fame  advice  for  her  as  for  hiin- 
felf ; otherwife  he  may  have  reafon  to  re- 
pent  of  his  condud  as  long  as  he  lives. 
She  will  impute  all  her  future  complaints 
to  this  difeafe,  and  will  never  believe  that 
ilie  has  been  thoroughly  cured, 

/When  the  matter  of  the  venereal  dif- 
eafe falls  upon  the  tendons,  mufcles,  or 
ligaments,  lo  as  to  produce  tumours,  which 
have  a refemblance  to  nodes,  we  mufl 
depend  entirely  on  mercury  for  the  cure; 
and.  If  ulcers  fhould  appear,  they  muft; 
be  treated  in  the  fame  manner  as  other 
venereal  ulcers. 


OF 
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07  EXCRESCENCES  ABOUT  THE  SEAT. 

We  have  already  taken  notice  of  thofe 
warty  excrefcences  which  occur  in  gonor- 
rlioea,  and  of  their  proper  method  of 
treatment  : They  are  always  local,  and 
require  only  topical  applications.  But 
the  flefhy  excrefcences,  which  appear 
about  the  feat,  generally  mark  a con- 
firmed lues.  They  fliow  that  the  whole 
fyllem  is  contaminated,  and  will  only 
yield  to  a complete  courfe  of  mercury. 

Sometimes  thefe  excrefcences  appear 
along  with  the  blotches  in  other  parts  of 
the  body  : Nor  do  they  imfrequently 

fall  into  ulcers  which  difcharge  a very 
offenfive  matter.  Thefe  ulcers  are  not 
always  fuperficial ; They  often  run  to  a 
confiderable  depth,  and  I have  once  and 
again  feen  them  degenerate  into  fiftulous 
fores. 

Thefe  excrefcences  may  be  cut  off 
tvith  a knife,  or  eaten  away  by  caiiftic  j 
but,  unleis  the  caufe  is  removed  by  a 

mer^ 
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^iercutial  conrfe,  duly  pcrfifted  in,  t!iey 
will  return  with  as  much  virulence  a-s  be- 
fore. If  once  fubdued  by  a proper  courfe 
of  mercury,  they  are  feldom  known  to 
appear  again  on  the  fame  parts.  But  it 
does  not  follow,  wlien  the  excrefcences 
difappear,  that  the  poifon  is  eradicated  ; 
The  difeafe  will  often  break  out  again 
with  great  virulence.  When  this  hap- 
pens, recourfe  muft  again.be  had  to  the 
grand  fpecific.  Whatever  aid  may  be  de- 
rived from  other  medicines','  they  are  only 
to  be  confidered  as  auxiliaries.  In  this 
way  they  may  have  their  ufe  ; but  who- 
' ever  trufts  to  them  for  a radical  cure,  in 
a confirmed  lues,  will  be  miferably  dUhp- 
pointed. 

When  the  furfaces  of  thefe  excrefcences 
difcharge  matter,  fome  employ  aftringent 
lotions  to  heal  them,  left  the  matter  fliould 
be  abforbed,  and  diftlifed  over  the  fyftem. 
I am  no  great  friend  to  repellents  in  any 
cafe  ; they  are  apt  to  deceive  the  patient, 
and  to  make  him  believe  he  is  - cured, 
when  the  cafe  is  otherwife.  -•  But  to  clean- 

linefs 
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llnefs  I can  have  no  objedHon.  It  has  aU 
ready  been  recommended  in  the  treat- 
ment of  venereal  ulcers  ; and  when  thefe 
excrefcences  difcharge  matter,'  it  fhould 
be  frequently  walhed  ofT  with  a piece  of 
fpunge  dipped  in  milk  and  water,  and 
dry  lint  applied  to  abforb  it.  When 
fmuou^  ulcers  appear,  they  fliould  be 
. cleaned  by  injeding  the  milk  and  water 
with  a fyringe. 


EFFECTS  OFTFIE  VENEREAL  DISEASE  ON 
THE  EYES  AND  EARS. 

All  the  organs  of  fenfe  are  liable  to 
be  affeded  by  the  venereal  difeafe,  but 
particularly  the  eyes  and  ears.  Some  of 
the  mod  obftinate  inflammations  of  the 
eyes  that  I have  met  with,  arofe  from 
a venereal  taint.  A repelled  gonorrhea 
is  by  fome  fuppofed  to  be  the  caufe  of 
this  fpecies  of  opthalinla.  But  the  moft 
dangerous  affedion  of  the  eyes  is  that 
which  proceeds  from  a confirmed  lues* 

This, 
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This,  though  not  attended  with  much 
pain  or  inflammation,  frequently  ends  in 
total  blindnefs. 

When  an  inflammation  of  the  eyes 
fucceeds  to  a fudden  ftoppage  of  the  dif- 
charge  in  a gonorrhoea,  means  fhould  be 
iifed  to  reftore  the  running.  This  may 

I 

be  done  by  flimulating  injedfions  fre- 
quently thrown  up  the  urethra  by  means 
of  a fyringe.  The  manner  of  preparing 
and  ufing  thefe  injections,  as  well  as  fti- 
mulating  bougies,  will  be  taken  notice  of 
in  the  Appendix. 

The  treatment  of  this  Is  nearly  the 
fame  as  the  common  opthalmia.  The 
inflammatory  fymptoms  mufl:  be  taken 
off  by  bleeding,  purging,  and  other  eva- 
cuations. If  leeches  are  ufed,  they  mufl: 
be  applied  as  near  to  the  eyes  as  can  be 
clone  with  fafety.  The  fame  obfervation 
applies  to  bliftering-plafliers.  Slips  of 
bliftering-plafter  may  be  applied  on  the 
temples,  or  behind  the  ears,  and  kept 
running  by  converting  them  into  ilTues.  • 
3 I have 
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I have  known  fome  people,  who. were 
apt  to  have  their  eyes  inflamed,  reap 
great  benefit  from  wearing  threads  of 
. worfled,  fmeared  with  the  ilTue  ointment, 
behind  the  ears. 

W hat  is  called  the  chronic  opthalmia  ia 
often  a fymptom  of  the  pox,  'and  can 
only  be  cured  by  mercury.  In  this  cafe, 
mercury  miifl;  not  only  be  given  in  as 
large  quantities  as  the  patient  can  bear, 
but  muft  be  continued  for  a conliderable 
length  of  time — fome  fay,  for  eleven  or 
twelve  weeks  ; but  this  muft  be  regulated 
by  its  e£Fe(fts,  as  well  as  the  nature  of  the 
difeafe  ; for  the  lues  venerea  induces  dif- 
ferent diforders  of  the  eyes,  any  of  which 
may  end  in  blindnefs.  Sometimes  the 
patient  is  affedted  with  a gutta  ferena  j at 
other  times  with  a catarad  ; and  not  un- 
frequently,  with  what  is  worfe  than 
either,  a fuffufion  of  the  humours,  or  an 
opacity  of  the  cornea.  A catarad:  may 
be  extracted,  and  fometimes  mercury  will 
cure  a gutta  ferena ; but  when  the  hu- 
mours 
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. moursbecome  confufed,  or  the  cornea  lofes 
its  tranfparency,  very  little  is  to  be  done. 

Befides  throwing  mercury  into  the 
fyftem  in  general,  feme  local  applications 
are  recommended.  When  the  eye-lids 
are  affected,  they  may  be  frequently 
anointed  with  the  mercurial  ointment ; 
or,  what  is  more  adive,  with  an  oint- 
ment compofed  of  three  or  four  parts  of 
hogs-lard  to  one  of  the  ungue7itum  citi~i- 
mm  of  the  common  difpenfatories.  This 
may  be  made  ftronger  or  weaker,  as  the 
parts  can  bear  it.  Some  recommend 
bathing  the  eyes  five  or  fix  times  a day, 
with  a weak  folution  of  the  corrofive 
fiiblimate : This  muft  hkewife  be  adapt- 
ed to  the  patient’s  feelings. 

^bere  is  one  affedion  of  the  eyCj 
which,  though  truly  venereal,  is  fome- 
times  miftaken  for  a JiJiida  lacrymalis* 
It  is  feated  in  the  interior  angle  of  the 
eye,  and  is  attended  with  an  alm'oft  con- 
ftant  difeharge  of  tears,  which  keep  trick- 
ling down  the  cheek.  Th'efe  tears  are 
prevented  from  finding  their  way  into  the 

h nofe 
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nofe  through  the  lacrymal  fac,  by  the 
vifcid  matter  that  clofes  up  what  are  called 
the  pundia  lacrymalia.  This  matter  may 
be  Iqueezed  out,  by  preffing  the  part 
with  the  finger. 

I had  a patient  fome  time  ago,  who 
had  long  laboured  under  this  complaint : 
He  was  attended  by  a fea-furgeon  of  no 
great  experience,  who  had  not  the  leaft 
fufpicion  of  what  was  the  real  caufe  of  his 
patient’s  diforder,  and  propofed  curing 
him  by  the  operation  for  the  JiJlula  lacry- 
mails.  As  I took  it  to  be  a venereal  fymp- 
tom,  I advifed  him.  to  try  a courfe  of 
mercury,  by  which  the  complaint  was 
entirely  removed,  If  I remember  right, 
Mr.  Bell  mentions  this  as  a new  cafe.  In- 
deed I have  feldom  met  with  it  in  prac- 
tice, and  do  not  recoiled  to  have  feen  it 
iri  any  book  except  his  own. 

The  ears,  as,  well  as  the  eyes,  are  fome- 
tlmes  the  feat  of  the  vehereal  difeafe  j and, 
in  fome  inftances,  it  deftroys  the  fenfe  of 
hearing  altogether.  When  the  external 
parts  of  the-ear  ?ojiJty  are  affeded,  it  is  not 
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fb  dangerous  ; though,  in  fome  inllancesj 
the  external  paffage  is  fo  ftufFed  up  with 
a dry,  fcurfy  matter,  as  to  obftrud  the 
hearing*  But  the  greateft  danger  arifes 
from  the  venereal  difeafe  fixing  on  the 
bones.  When  t|jis  is  the  cafe,  a difcharge 
of  ill-coloured  matter  enfues,  which  is 
followed  by  an  exfoliation  of  the  bones, 
and  a total  lofs  of  hearing. 

It  is  obferved,  that  no  fymptom  of  the 
venereal  difeafe  proves  more  obflinate 
. than  deafnefs.  External  affeaions  of  the 
ear  may  be  removed  by  a courfe  of  mer- 
cury ; and  fo  may  deafnefs,  occafioned 
by  an  ulceration  or  fwelling  of  the  eufta- 
chian  tube,  where  it  opens  into  the  throat ; 
but  when  the  difeafe  has  fixed  upon  the 
membrane  or  bones  of  the  ear,  no  advan- 
tage is  to  be  expeded  from  mercury,  or 
any  other  medicine  with  which  we  are 
acquainted.  The  virus,  however,  may 
be  totally  removed  from  the  conftitiition 
by  the  ufe  of  mercury,  though  the  local 
fymptom  of  deafnefs  ftill  remain. 


[ 148  ] 


t 


C H A P.  VI. 
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OF  INFANTS,  MOTHERS,  AND 
NURSES. 


SOME  fpeculative  writers  have  af-  - 

ferted  that  a child  cannot  bring  the  ' 

venereal  diieale  into  the  world  with  it,  ] 
- nnlefs  it  contrads  it  in  the  birth  : I am 

forry  to  fay,  however,  that  proofs  of  the 
contrary  are  too  numerous  to  admit  of  a 
doubt*.  A man  mull  have  had  little 

prac- 

* We  have  frequently  had  occafion  to  mark  the  rc- 
fcmblance  between  the  great  and  fmall  pox,  efpecially 
with  refpeft  to  the  mode  in  which  the  infeftion  may  be 
communicated.  But  we  have  the  moil  unequivocal 
proofs  of  pregnant  women  communicating  the  fmall  pox 
to  the  infant  in  the  womb.  Children  have  not  only  been 
born  marked  with  the  fmall  pox,  but  with  puftules  on  the 

lliin  thefe  puftules  have  CQme  to  maturity  ; matter  has 

bcea 
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pradice,  who  has  not  feen  children  born 
'vvith  fymptoms  of  the  lues  venerea,  which 
could  not  be  contracted  in  the  birth. 
Fortunately, indeed,  when  an  infant  comes 
into  the  world,  with  the  moft  unequivo- 
cal fymptoms  of  this  difeafe  on  its  body, 
it  can  be  cured.  The  great  fpecific  can 
be  adminiftered  to  infants  as  well  as  to 
adults ; and,  what  is  very  remarkable, 
the  former  often  bear  it  better  than  the 
latter. 

An  infant  born  with  the  venereal  dif- 
eafe is  commonly  very  delicate.  Its  flelh 
is  foft,  and  its  joints  are  feeble.  But  the 
moft  certain  marks  of  the  difeafe  appear 
on  the  fkin,  which  is  generally  covered 
with  blotches,  refembling  thofe  of  the 
venereal  kind  in  adults.  Sometimes,  in- 


bccn  taken  from  them  for  moculatlon,  which h»s  produced 
the  genuine  fmall  pox  ; and  thefe  again  have  produced 
others,  &c.  No  theory  can  fet  afide  fadls  : They  are 
ftubborn  things  ; and  will  force  their  way,  in  fpite  of  the 
moft  ingenious  reafoning.  No  argument  can  be  brought 
againft  a mother’s  infedling  a foetus  in  utero  with  the 
Jues  venerea^  that  does  not  apply  with  equal  force  againft 
ter  communicating  the  fmall  pox. 


I’d 


deed, 
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deed,  the  child  appears  as  if  it  had  beea 
flayed,  or  had  the  cuticle  taken  off  with 
fcalding  water  : In  this  cafe,  the  fingers 

nnd  toes  feem  as  if  the  nails  had  been 
taken  off  along  wnth  the  fcarf-fkin. 

Occafionally  the  difeafe  does  hot  ap- 
pear till  fome  days  after  the  birth,  when 
the  fymptoms  are  fomewhat  different 
from  the  above  ; although,  in  general, 
there  is  a refemblance.  The  eruptions 
are  at  firft  local,  but  afterwards,  if  not 
prevented  by  mercury,  they  fpread  fo  as 
to  cover  a great  part  of  the  body  ; nor 
are  inftances  wanting,  v/here  they  dlf- 
charge  a thin  ichor  of  a very  acrimonious 
nature.' 

When  the  difeafe  does  not  appear  till 
fome  time  after  the  birth,  its  firfl;  fymp- 
toms are  generally  perceived  about  the 
feat  and  parts'  adjacent.  Thefe  are  co- 
vered with  irregular  blotches,  of  a rcd=* 
difh  caft,  rifmg  fomewhat  above  the  fur- 
face  of  the  {kin,  and  covered  wnth  moif- 
ture;  Though,  in  other  parts  of  the 

body,  the  eruption  has  a crufly , appeair; 

ance. 


OF  INFANTS,  MOTHERS,  AND  NURSES.  151 

ance,  and  often  falls  oif  in  dry  fcalesi 
On  the  forehead,  eye-lids,  &c.  it  gene- 
rally affumes  the  form  of  fcabby  excre- 
fcences. 

For  curing  the  venereal  difeafe  in  in- 
fants, fome  recommend  giving  mercury 
to  the  mother  or  nurfe  : As  the  mother 

generally  has  occafion  for  medicine  as 
well  as  the  child,  there  can  be  no  impro- 
priety in  this  practice  ; but  we  would 
not  advife  any  one  to  truft  to  it  alone  for 
completing  the  cure.  The  infant  ought 
to  take  mercury  at  the  fame  time  with  the  ' 
mother,  regard  being  had  to  the  differ- 
ence of  age  and  conftitution.  It  is  wor- 
thy of  remark,  however,  that  an  infant 
will  require  more  mercury  to  affedt  its 
mouth,  in  proportion  to  its  apparent 
ftrength,  than  an  adult.  Indeed  I have 
always  found,  iri  exhibiting  mercury  for 
the  hydrocephalus,  that  it  was  difficult  to 
excite  a falivation  by  any  quantity  that 
one  could  venture  to  give  to  a child. 

• The  fkin  of  an  infant  is  fo  tender,  that 
it  can  hardly  bear  fridion  with  the  mer- 

L 4 curia! 
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curial  ointment ; otherwife  this  mode  of 
application  would  be  a relief  to  the  fto- 
mach  and  bowels.  But  as  the  dofe  is  very 
fmall,  and  the  tafte  can  be  difguifed  by 
fugar,  there  is  no  difficulty  in  adminifter- 
ing  the  mercury  internally.  The  fimrth 
part  of  a grain  of  calomel,  or  of  calcined  J 
mercury,  may  be  rubbed  with  a fmall  ^ 

quantity  of  fugar,  and  given  in  a little  | 
pap  three  or  four  times  a day. 

Some  give  as  much  of  the  common 
mercurial  pill,  as  contains  the  fourth  part  - 
of  a grain  of  mercury,  four  times  a day. 
Others  prefer  the  mefxurius  alkaUfatus^ 
which  they  adminifter  in  the  dofe  of  half  ' 

I 

a grain.  Whichever  of  thefe  is  given,  it 
muft  be  duly  perfifted  in,  otherwife  no  | 
benefit  is  to  be  expcded.  After  the  child  I 
has  taken  mercury  four  or  five  weeks,  it  i 
may  be  difcontinued  for  five  or  fix  days,  f 
but  not  longer,  as  the  adtion  of  the  mer-  | 
cury  fhould  never  be  fuffered  entirely  to  ’ 
ceafe  during  the  whole  time  of  the  cure*  ! 
How  long  that  may  be  mufl  depend  on 
circumftances ; but  the  medicine  fhould 

not 
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not  be  difcontinued  when  the  fymptoms 
difappear,  otherwife  they  will  return.  If 
the.conftitution  will  bear  it,  the  mercury 
may  be  adminiftered,  with  occafional  in- 
tcrmiffions,  for  two  or  three  months. 

Every  perfon  pofleffed  of  humanity 
will  agree  with  me  in  thinking,  that  a 
mother,  who  brings  an  infant  into  the 
world  infe£led  with  the  venereal  difeafe, 
ought  to  fuckle  it  herfelf : It  is  a cruel 
thing  to  communicate  this  difeafe  to  an 
innocent  nurfe,  who,  in  all  probability, 
will  give  it  to  her  hufband,  by  which 
means  the  contagion  will  be  tranfmitted 
to  a family  who  may  never  get  free  from 
it.  Though  people  in  genteel  life  gene- 
rally get  cured  of  this  malady,  it  is  not 
the  cafe  with  the  lower  clafles  of  man- 
kind; they  can  feldom  obtain  good  ad- 
vice ; and  when  they  do,  they  are  not  in 
a condition  to  follow  it. 

When  the  mother  cannot  fuckle  the 
child,  which,  I admit,  is  fometimes  the 
cafe,  it  ought  to  be  brought  up  by  the 
hand.  Though  I by  no  means  approve 

of 
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of  this  mode  of  niirfmg,  yet  the  life  of 
an  infant  is,  in  no  cafe,  to  be  put  in  com- 
petition with  that  of  the  mother  of  a fa- 
mily. I fay  life',  for  the  cafes  are  by  no 
means  uncommon,  where  the  fuckling 
an  infected  child  has  proved  fatal  to  the 
nurfe,.  and  deftrudtive  to  her  whole  fa- 
mily. 

It  is  common  for  genteel  families  to 
have  a nurfe  examined  by  a phyfician  her 
fore  they  employ  her  to  fuckle  a child. 
There  can  be  no  ‘harm  -in  this  ; but  it  is 
more  neceffary  that  the  infant  fhould  be 
examined  before  the  nurfe  undertakes  the 
tender  office  of  giving  it  the  breaft.  In- 
deed, I think,,  every'  nurfe,  before  fhe 
engages  to  fuckle  the.  child  of  a ftranger, 
efpecially  .in  a great  city,  ought  to  have  a 
certificate  under  the  hand  of  a fkilful 
phyfician,  that  it  is  clean. 

Though  I do  not  know  a more  iniqui- 
tous act,  than  wilfully  to  communicate 
an  infectious  diforder  to  an  innocent 
family ; yet  I fufpedt,  in  fuch  a cafe, 
that  our  law>  gives  no  redrefs  j and,  if  it 
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tlid,  what  compenfation  can  be  made  for 
ruining  the  conftitutions  of  a whole  fa- 
mily ? Nor  does  the  evil  flop  here : I 
have  known  the  infedion  from  one  child 
communicated  to  feveral  families.  Some 
children  have  two  or  three  nurfes,  and 
give  it  to  them  all ; while  they,  in  their 
turn,  give  it  to  others,  and  fometimes  to 
their  own.  So  there  is  no  faying  where 
the  mifchief  may  end. 

Some  people  think  that  all  the  mifchief 
may  be  prevented  by  giving  medicine  to 
the  nurfe,  without  letting  her  know  for 
what  it  is  intended.  I never  knew  this 
fucceed.  A nurfe  will  never  do  juftice  to 
medicine,  if  flie  thinks  fhe  ails  nothing, 
and  does  not  know  for  what  purpofe  it  is 
given;  and,  if  the.  is  told,  it  is  ten  to 

t 

one  if  ihe  continues  to  fuckle  the  child 
finy  longer.  Indeed,  it  is  more  than  pro- 
_ bable,  that,  by  fretting  and  vexation, 
fhe  will  lofe  her  milk,  or  turn  it  intp 
a poifon  ; fo  that  the  poor  infant,  infteail 
of  one  enemy,  has  tvyo  to  combat. 

■ On 


I5«  OF  INFANTS,  MOTHERS,  AND  NDRSES. 

On  thefe  and  other  confiderations,  I 
would  advife,  where  there  are  figns  of 
infedion,  and  the  mother  cannot  give 
fuck,  that  the  infant  fhould  always  be 
brought  up  by  the  hand.  Some  recom- 
mend this  method  of  nurfmg  till  the  child 
is  cured,  and  then  to  give  it  the  breaft. 

But  to  this  plan  there  are  feveral  objec-  ; 
tlons.  Few  children  will  fuck  after  they 
have  been  two  or  three  months  without  ^ 
the  breaft;  befides,  it  is  almoft  impoflible  i 
to  afcertain  the  time  when  the  infant  is  ^ 
completely  cured.  Many  nurfes  have  1| 
- been  infecfted  by  giving  the  breaft  to  ■ | 
children,  after  the  doctor  had  announced 
them  clean. 

But  in  thefe  matters  guilt  does  not  at- 
tach to  parents  alone ; nurfes  are  often  to 
blame : Nor  can  parents  be  too  careful  in 
inveftigating  the  charaders  of  thpfe  wo- 
men whom  they  employ  to  fuckle  their 
offspring.  An  innocent  woman  may 
communicate  the  infedti-on  by  not  know- 
ing fhe  is  injured ; but  when  a woman, 
who  has  reafon  to  fufpe<ft  that  ffie  has 

re- 
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received  the  infedllon,  conceals  it,  and 
undertakes  to  fuckle  a found  child,  I 
hardly  know  any  punifliment  too  fevere 
for  her.  This,  however,  to  my  know- 
ledge, is  no  uncommon  practice. 

Married  people,  or  people  about  to  be 

married,  cannot  be  too  cautious  in  their 

% 

condud;  refpeding  this  diforder.  What 
a dreadful  inheritance  is  the  lues  venerea 
to  tranfmit  to  pofterity  ! yet  many  men 
are  wonderfully  inattentive  to  this  mat- 
ter. I have  often  been  applied  to  for  a 
quick  cure,  as  the  party  was  going  to  be 
married.  In  this  I always  refufed  to  be 
concerned ; knowing  that  the  patient 
would  either  take  the  medicine  too  quick- 
ly, or  leave  it  off  too  foon  j both  of  which 
might  have  ferious  confequences.  But 
there  are  abundance  of  undertakers  for 
this  difeafe  in  London,  who  will  make 
no  fcruple  of  promifmg  a complete  cure 
in  three  days. 

No  doubt,  an  apparent  cure  may  be 
performed  in  three  days ; but  woe  be  to 
him  who  trulls  to  it.  It  is  an  eafy  matter 

to 
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to  dry  up  a fore ; but,  if  the  poifon  has 
been  taken  into  the  fyftem,  it  is  only 
Jlmttmg  the  door  while  the  thief  is  in  the 
houfe.  It  would  be  difficult  to  afcertain 
the  extent  of  the  mifchief  done  by  pre- 
tenders to  quick  cures  : Indeed,  when 
the  fylieni  is  infedled,  the  thing  is  im- 
poffible.  • Nor  is  it  eafy  to  fettle  the  pre- 
cife  time  at  which  the  poifon  has,  or  has 
not,  entered  the  fyftem. 

■ As  the  pox  generally  proceeds  from  a 
local  affedlion,  fome  truft  for  a cure  to 
burning  out  the^  part  with  cauftic.  It 
may  fometimes  fucceed,  but  the  rilk  is 
too  great.  Should  the  poifon  have  en- 
tered the  fyftem,  this  painful  operation 
will  be  of  no  ufe  ; the  infedion  will  ffiow 
itfelf  in  one  flrape  or  another,  and  the 
cure  will  be  more  difficult  than  if  it  had 
been  taken  in  time.  Even  in  pregnant 
women  the  antidote  is  not  to  be  neglect- 
ed ; otherwife  the  mother  and  child  will 
both  be  fufi'erers. 

When  it  is  nece.ftary  to  give  mercury 
■to  pregnant  women,  it  ought  always  to 

be 
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be  done  with  caution ; iliould  it  run  ofF 
by  the  bowels,  there  will  be  danger  of  an 
abortion.  have  known  one  draftic 
purge  caufe  an  abortion,  and  coft  the 
woman  her  life  ; indeed,  when  an  abor- 
tion is  occafioned  by  violent  means  of 
any  kind,  the  mother’s  life  is  in  danger. 
Mercury  ought  therefore  always  to  be 
adminiftered  to  pregnant  women  in  form 
of  ointment.  --  This  mode  of  application, 
will  effedually  cure  the  difeafe,  without 
endangering  the  life  of  the  mother  or 
foetus. 

One  common  confequence  of  venereal 
infedtion  lurking  in  the  habit,  is  abortion. 
This  fhould  make  breeding  women  very 
careful  to  avoid  the  contagion,  and  when 
they  have  the  misfortune  to  catch  it,  no 
'means  fhould  be  left  uneflayed  to  get 
thoroughly  cured.  By  frequent  abor- 
tions, women  not  only  lofe  their  progeny, 
but  ruin  their  health.  A woman  is  more 
•hurt  by  one  abortion,  than  by  bringing 
feveral  children  to  the  full  time : Befidcs, 
every  abortion  paves  the  way  to  another, 

. till 
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till  at  length  the  conftitutlon  Is  ruined.  I 
hardly  recoiled  one  inftance  of  a woman 
who  had  had  this  misfortune  often,  that 
was  not  broken  down  by  fome  particular 
difeafe,  of  laboured  under  a train  of  ner- 
vous alfedions,  which  were  more  than 
iiifficient  to  render  life  completely  mi- 
ferable. 

Abortions  from  this  caufe  generally  * 
happen  about  the  fixth  or  feventh  month ; J 
and  we  have  reafon  to  believe  they  are  r 
more  numerous  than  is  commonly  ima-  ’ 
gined.  Mr.  Bell,  of  Edinburgh,  conh-  ; 
ders  the  lues  as  one  of  the  moft  fre-  ' j 
quent  caufes  of  abortion  ; and  adds,  that 
a well-Gonduded  courfe  of  mercury  will 
feldom  fail  to  prevent  it.  The  mode  of 
adminiftering  mercury  to  pregnant  wo- 
men has  already  been  pointed  out.  The 
courfe,  however,  muft  be  continued  for 
a confiderable  length  of  time  ; otherwife 
the  fuccefs  will  be  doubtful.  In  this  dif- 
eafe nothing  is  done,  while  any  thing  is 
left  undone. 

u 
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CHAP.  VII. 

OF  SOME  IRREGULAR  SYMPTOMS^ 


T THOUGH  few  difeifes  are  betteji 
underftood,  or  have  had  their 
fymptoms  more  accurately  defcribed,  than 
the  lues  venerea;  yet  it  fornetimes  ap- 
pears in  fuch  a queftionable  fhape,  that 
the  moft  experienced  praditioner  may 
miRake  it  for  fome  other  malady.  This 
indeed  feldom  happens,  unlefs  where  the 


difeafe  has  lodged  long  in  the  conftitu-* 
tion,  or  has  aflumed  a character  diiferent 
from  its  real  one* 

It  is  of  great  importance  to  know  when 
a difeafe  proceeds  from  a latent  venerea^ 
taint ; as,  in  fuch  cafe,  no  medicine  ex- 
cept mercury,  can  be  depended  on  for  a 
cure.  One  often  fees  fymptoms  where 
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'mercury  would  feem  to  be  highly  Im- 
proper, yet  they  ^dll  not  yield  to  any 
other  medicine.  When  the  real  caufe  of 
thefe  fymptoms  is  not  fufpedted,  the  pa- 
tient is  fuffered  to  linger  out  a miferable 

i 

exiftence  till  he  dies. 

Ifi  dubiis  fufplce  luem — in  doubtful 
cafes  fufpedt  a pox — was  a maxim  with 
the  great  Dr.  Boerhaave,  and  ought  to 
be  fo  with  every  praditioner  in  phy- 
fic,  efpecially  in  a great  town.  When 
fymptoms  appear,  for  which  an  obvious 
caufe  cannot  be  alTigned,  the  phyfician 
ought  to  make  the  ftrideft  inquiry  con- 
eerning  the  patient’s  charader  and  man- 
ner of  life ; particularly,  if  at  any  ^time 
he  has  had  the  venereal  difeafe  ? what 
were  its  fymptoms ; and  how  were  they 
treated,  &c.  \ If  he  has  reafon  to  fufped 
a lurking  lues,  the  fpecilic  muft  be  admi- 
nillered  in  fuch  manner  as  is  befc  fuited 
to  the  patient’s  conftitution. 

When  doubtful  fymptoms  appear,  it 
will  fometimes  be  difficult  to  fay  whethei 
they  proceed  from  the  remedy,  or  the 

diffi 
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clifeafe.  The  only  way  in  which  this 
can  be  afcertained^  is  to  try  if  the  fymp- 
toms  will  yield  to  mercmy.  If  they 
grow  worfe  under  the  ufe  of  this  medi- 
cine, it  ought  to  be  difcontinued ; but  when 
a cough,  hectic  fever,  or  other  dangerous 
fymptoms,  feem,  in  any  meafure,  to  give 
way  to  mercury,  it  ought  certainly  to 
be  continued  till  they  difappear. 

Affedlions  of  the  Ikin,  which  pafs  for 
fcorbutic,  are  not  unfrequently  of  the 
venereal  kind  ; as  the  dry  fcurfy  chaps 
on  the  feet  and  palms  of  the  hands,  the 
thickening  of  the  fkin  in  feveral  parts  of 
the  body,  &c.  All  tbefe  require  the  ufe 
of  mercury  both  externally  and  inter- 
nally. The  beft  external  application  is 
the  unguentum  citrinum,  or  yellow’’  oint- 
ment, w’^hich  muft  be  reduced  by  hog’s- 
lard,  as  diredted  in  the  Appendix.  I 
know  no  better  medicine  for  internal  ufe, 
than  pills  made  of  calcined  mercury. 

Sores,  which  aflume  a cancerous  ap- 
pearance, are  fometimes  occahoned  by 
the  venereal  poifon  lurking  in  the  habit ; 
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and  fome  are  of  opinion,  that  it  will  pro- 
duce the  real  cancer.  Be  this  as  it  may, 
thefe  fores  require  the  ufe  of  mercury; 
nor  will  fores  of  a venereal  kind  yield  to 
any  other  medicine.  Sometimes,  indeed, 
external  applications  are  neccffary;  nor 
can  the  fores  be  healed  without  the  ufe 
of  cauftics  and  efcharotics  of  the  moft 
adive  kind. 

Pains  which  rcfemble  the  rheumatic, 
are  often  bccafioned  by  a venereal  taint 
lurking  in  the  habit ; and  fome  think 
thofe  fharp,  flying  pains,  which  affed 
the  jaws,  neck,  and  parts  adjacent,  arife 
from  the  fame  caufe.  When  thefe  pains 
are  excruciating,  it  will  be  necelfary  to 
adminifler  opiates  along  with  mercury 
for  their  relief.  Some,  in  this  cafe,  re- 
commend Dover’s  powder,  which  is  far 
from  being  an  improper  medicine.  It 
adts  both  as  an  anodyne  and  fudorific. 

It  has  been  alleged,  that  fevers  of  the 
intermittent  kind  have  fometimes  been 
induced  by  the  venereal  poifon  lurking 
in  the  habit.  I can  only  fay,  that  thefe 

have 
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have  not  occurred  in  my  pradlice ; not 
do  I think  it  follows,  that  a fever  was 
excited  by  the  venereal  poifon  becaiife  it 
is  cured  by  mercury.  If,  however,  there 
is  ground  to  fufped;  that  the  intermit- 
tent fever  proceeds  from  this  caufe,  the 
antidote  ought  certainly  to  be  admi- 
niftered.  ,r 

Whether  intermittents  occur  or  not, 
there  is  no  doubt  that  fever  is  often  ex- 
cited by  the  venereal  poifon.  The  fever 
which  occurs  in  the  early  periods  of  the 
difeafe  is  fymptomatic,  and  generally  goes 
off  with  the  buboes,  and  other  fymptoms, 
that  gave  rife  to  it.  But  the  fever  which 
comes  on  in  the  advanced  periods,  with- 
out any  apparent  caufe,  yet  owes  its  ex- 
iftence  to  the  venereal  infeftion,  is  of  an 
obftinate  nature,  and  fometimes  will  not 
yield  to  any  medicine. 

This  fever  is  generally  accompanied 
with  a quick  pulfe,  lofs  of  appetite,  decay 
of  ftrength,  wafting  of  the  flefh,  colliqua- 
tive fweats,  and  other  fymptoms  of  a con- 
fumption  : Nor  are  anxiety,  reftlefliiefs, 

M 3 and 


1 


^6  OF  SOME  irregular  SYMPTOMS, 
and  extreme  irritability,  uncommon  fy  mp- 

toms.  Even  here,  where  there  is  reafon  to  ' 

fitfpedl  that  the  fever  arifes  from  the  ve-  '• 
nereal  contagion,  the  fpecific  muft'be  ad- 
miniftered.  It  Ihould,  however,  be  given 
with  the  greateft  caution,  and  difconti-  :1 
nued  if  the  fymptoms  grow  worfe,  or  the  i 

patient,  is  unable  to  bear  it.  ^ J 

What  is  called  the  alterative  courfe  a 
muft  here  be  ftridfly  obferved,  beginning 
with  the  very  fmalleft  dofes,  as  half  a 
gr-ain,  and  enlarging  them  by  degrees, 

If  the  fever  abates  by  the  ufe  of  mer-  | 
cury,  and  the  fweats,  &c.  grow  better, 

\ it  oui;ht  of  courfe  to  be  continued.  It 
may  be  allifted  either  by  the  Lifbon  diet- 
drink,  or  the  farfaparilla  in  powder,  a tea-  ■ ■ 
fpoonful  of  which  may  be  taken  in  a 3 
’little  of  the  patient’s  drink  four  or  five  . r' 
times  a day. 

The  patient’s  diet  in  this  cafe  muft  be  j 
light,  but  rather  of  a nourilhing  nature, 
Some  recommend  a milk  diet:  but,  when 
the  powers  of  digeftion  are  weak,  milk 

feldom  agrees  with  the  ftomach.  To  j 

affes’ 
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afTes’  milk,  however,  I have  no  objec- 
tion. This  feldom  difagrees  even  with 
the  weakeft  ftomach,  and  has  the  double 
advantage  of  ferving  both  for  food  and 
medicine.  It  may  be  taken  from  a gill, 
evening  and  morning,  to  a pint,  or  a pint 
and  a half  in  the  day. 

When  the  venereal  dlfeafe  has  fo  far 
changed  its  nature,  as  to  refill  the  powers 
of  mercury  in  every  fhape  in  which  it 
can  be  adminiftered,  I would  advife  the 
patient  to  difcontinue  its  ufe  for  fome 
time,  to  go  into  the  country,  take  gentle 
exercife  in  the  open  air,  and  change  his 
low  diet  for  one  that  is  generous  and  in- 
vigorating. This  may  be  aififted  by  tak- 
ing, three  or  four  times'  a day,  a tea- 
fpoonful  of  Huxham’s  tincture  of  the 
bark  in  a glafs  of  generous  wine. 

When  the  patient  has  fufficiently  reco- 
vered his  ftrength  and  fpirits,  if  there  is 
any  peafon  to  fufped;  that  the  poifon  hill 
lurks  in  the  conftitution,  recourfe  muft 
be  had  to  mercury  for  its'  expulfion.  But 
as  this  is  a' very  difficult  ^ quellion  to  ro- 
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folve,  I would  advife  the  patient,  in 
this,  and  every  doubtful  cafe,  to  take  the 
opinion  of  an  able  and  experienced  prac-- 
titioner. 


OF  DISEASES  WHICH  RESEMBLE  THE 
LUES  VENEREA. 

It  is  of  great  importance  to  be  able 
to  diftinguifh  the  venereal  difeafe  from 
others  which  bear  a refemblance  to  it. 
Where  due  attention  is  not  paid  to  this, 
great  errors  may  be  committed  in  prac- 
tice. The  medicines  neceffary  for  the 
cure  of  lues  venerea  will  often  do  mif- 
chief  when  adminiftered  in  cafes  which, 
though  they  may  refemble  the  venereal, 
yet  do  not  belong  to  that  clafs. 

Nor  is  the  danger  lefs,  when,  in  cafes 
truly  venereal,  the  fpecific  is  omitted.  I 
have  often  occalion  to  fee  patients,  who 
had  been  told  that  their  difeafe  was  not 
venerea],  and  had  been  negledled  or  tam- 
pered with,  till  their  fituation  was  truly 

de- 
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deplorable.  It  is  certainly  true,  that 
many  who  pretend  to  cure  this  difeafc, 
do  not  know  all  the  forms  under  which 
it  appears  in  different  patients.  Thefe 
indeed  are  various,  and  will  fometimes 
deceive  even  the  moft  experienced  prac- 
titioner. 

A difeafe  can  only  be  known  from  Its 
fymptoms,  and  even  thefe  will  fometimes 
miilead  an  inattentive  obferver.  It  Is  the 
aggregate  of  fymptoms  which  conftitutes 
the  difeafe,  and  not  any  fingle  one.  There 
is  hardly  one  fymptom  of  the  venereal 
difeafe,  which  may  not  exift  where  the 
infection  had  never  been  received : But 
where  all  the  leading  fymptoms  are 
found,  and  the  circumftances  of  the  cafe 
concur  to  prove  it  is  venereal,  we  may 
almoft  arrive  at  a certainty. 

There  are  certain  modifications,  how- 
ever, of  the  venereal  difeafe,  which, 
though  they  differ  in  fome  fymptoms, 
are  fo  fimilar  in  their  effeds  on  the  fyf- 
tem,  that  they  require  nearly  the  fame 
method  of  treatment,  Thefe,  in  dif- 
ferent 
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ferent  countries,  are  known  by  different 
names;  as  the  Yaws  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
Mai  Anglois  in  Canada,  and  in  Nortli 
•Britain,  Sivvens  or  Sibbens.  As  this  dif- 
order  has  never  come  under  my  infpec- 
-tion,  in  any  ftiape,  I fhall  here  infert 
Mr.  Bell’s  account  of  it,  who  fays  he 
lias  had  many  opportunities  of  feeing  it, 
and  1 believe  him  to  be  a man  of  can- 
dour and  obfervation. 

“ He  fays  it  never  appears  in  the  form 
of  a gonorrhoea,  and  feldom  at  firft  in 
any  form  on  the  genitals,  owing  to  the 
manner  in  which  it  is  moft  frequently 
communicated.  The  infedion  being  for 
the  moft  part  received  by  eating  or  drink- 
imr  out  of  the  fame  utenfils  v/ith  thofe 
labouring  urHer  the  difeafe,  it  often  ap- 
pears at  firft  in  the  throat,  or  fome  part 
of  the  mouth.  In  the  mouth  the  fores 
have  the  ufual  appearances  of  venereal 
ulcers.  This  is  likewife  the  cafe  in  the 
throat  when  the  difeafe  has  been  of  fome 
duration  ; but  at  firft,  and  often  for  the 

fpace  of  feveral  weeks,  although  the  patient 

com^ 
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complains  of  a good  deal  of  uneafmefs 
in  iwallowing,  and  a conllant  hoarfenefs, 
there  is  nothing  perceived  upon  infpec- 
tion  but  a degree  of  tendernefs,  accom- 
panied with  an  eiyfipelatous  rednefs  of  the 
amygdala?,  uVula,  and  velum  pendulum 
palati.  If  not  prevented,  however,  by 
the  ufe  of  mercury,  ulcers  at  laft  form 
upon  thefe  parts,  and  commonly  fpread 
more  quickly  than  venereal  ulcers  ufually 
do  in  other  parts  of  the  body  ; infomuch, 
that  the  uvula  and  amygdalse  will  fome- 
times  be  entirely  deftroyed  in  the  courfe 
of  a few  days,  and  a degree  of  hoarfe- 
nefs and  lofs  of  voice  produced,  from 
which  the  patient  never  afterwards  re- 
covers. 

“ It  is  particularly  apt  to  affed;  the  in- 
ternal parts  of  the  nofe  ; and  when  the 
fores  penetrate  to  the  offa  fpongiofa,  thefe 
foon  become  carious,  and  come  away  in 
fmall  pieces  along  with  the  matter,  which 
is  always  exceedingly  foetid.  When  not 
prevented  by  mercury,  the  ulcers  fpread 
' to  the  hard  bones  of  the  nofc,  and  from 

thefe 
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thefe  to  the  bones  of  the  cheeks.  In  this 
manner  the  whole  face  becomes  ulcei- 
ated  ; for  when  thefe  bones  are  affefted, 
the  contiguous  foft  parts  likewife  become 
foon  difeafed.  It  is  not  uncommon  for 
thefe  ulcers  to  attack  the  eyelids. 

“ When  the  infedlion  is  not  received 
by  the  mouth,  the  difeafe  appears  in  a 
variety  of  forms  in  different  parts  of  the 
furface  of  the  body.  When  the  virus  has 
entered  the  fyftem,  the  parts  upon  which 
it  fil'd  commonly  breaks  out  are  the  ge- 
nitals, the  parts  contiguous  to  the  anus, 
the  anterior  parts  of  the  thighs  and  legs, 
the  under  part  of  the  abdomen,  the 
breaft,  arms,  fingers  and  toes,  and  hairy 
Icalp.  It  does  not  fo  readily  fix  upon  the 
fleiliy  parts  of  the  legs  or  thighs,  or  on 
the  back.  In  fome,  the  parts  become  co- 
vered with  an  infinite  number  of  fmall 
puftules  ; and,  as  they  are  itchy,  the  dif- 
eafe is  at  firft  often  midaken  for  the  itch. 
7diis  happens  the  more  readily,  from  its 
prevailing  almod  entirely  among  the  com- 
mon people  j who,  from  want  of  clean- 

linefs, 
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liners,  frequently  labour  under  itch ; and 
fo  much  is  fibbens  confined  to  this  fet  of 
people,  that,  excepting  children,  who  arc 
more  particularly  expofed  to  receive  in- 
fection from  fervants,  thofe  in  the  higher 
ranks  of  life  are  fcarcely  ever  attacked 
with  it ; at  leaft,  few  inftances  of  their 
being  fo  have  fallen  within  my  obferva- 
tion. 

“ This  eruption,  however,  foon  af- 
fumes  appearances,  which  fufficiently 
diftinguifli  it  from  itch  ; the  fkin,  upon 
which  it  is  feated,  becomes  thickened^ 
and  fomewhat  elivated,  and  acquires  the 
charaCteriftic  mark  of  venereal  blotches, 
a peculiar  copper-coloured  appearance. 

“ The  late  Dr.  Gilchrift,  of  Dumfries, 
in  a paper  upon  this  fubjeCt  in  the  Phy- 
fical  and  Literary  ElTays  of  Edinburgh, 
remarks,  ‘ that  thefe  fcabby  eruptions  are 
‘ often  met  with  on  the  fcalp,  forehead, 
‘ infide  of  the  thighs,  groins,  and  parts 
‘ contiguous.  Inflammation  and  excref- 
‘ cences  about  the  fundament  are  fre- 
‘ quentj  and  it  fometimes  appears  in  the 

‘ form 
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^ form'  of  a herpes  exedens,  healing  in 
‘ one  part,  and  breaking  out  in  another.’ 
“ Some  have  fmall  tubercles,  or  hard 
elivated  knots,  upon  the  face,  arms,  and 
breaft,  fomewhat  refembling  fmall  pox  at 
the  height,  but  of  a red  or  copper  colour, 
and  accompanied  with  a painful  degree 
of  heat.  If  mercury  is  given  early,  thefe 
tumours  gradually  fubfide,  otherwife  they 
become  large,  and  difcharge  a foetid, 
vifcid  matter,  which  forms  into  crufts  or 
flakes,  and,  on  their  falling  off,  the  part* 
beneath  are  red,  tender,  and  in  fome 
cafes  in  a ftate  of  iilceration. 

> “ Inftead  of  this  more  numerous  erup- 
tion, fome  are  attacked  with  fmall  in- 
flammatory boils,  which  do  not  readily 
fuppurate,  but  remain  for  a confiderable 
time  hard,  and  of  a copper-colour,  and 
at  laft:  difcharge  a thin,  bloody  ichor. 
Thefe  at  firft  refemble  the  common  an- 
thrax, or  carbuncle,  but  foon  after  burft- 
ing,  they  afliime  all  the  appearances  of 
the  true  venereal  ulcer. 
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But  the  moft  cliaraderiftic  fymptoni 
of  this  variety  of  Ijphilis,  is  a foft  fpongy 
excrefcence,  in  fize  and  colour  refembling 
a common  rafp,  which  is  apt  to  appear' 
on  all  fuch  parts  as  either  be'come  ulcer- 
ated, or  that  are  attacked  with  any  kind 
of  eruption  ; fivvin  or  .fibben  being  in 
many  parfs  of  the  Highlands  the  name 
of  a wild  rafp ; and  this  being  a very 
frequent  fymptom  of  the  difeafe,  is  the 
caiife  of  its  being  diflinguiflied  by  this 
appellation.  In  fome  inftances  this  fpongy 
fubftance  rifes.  to  a confiderable  height ; 
nor  can  it  be  kept  down  by  any  of  the 
common  efcharotics  ; for,  although  en- 
tirely removed,  if  the  vims  of  the  dif- 
eafe be  not  eradicated  by  the  ufe  of  a full 
courfe  of  mercuiy,  it  foon  returns  to  a 
greater  extent  than  before  ; but  as  mer- 
cury is  commonly  given  as  foon  as  this 
fymptom  becomes  evidently  marked,  the 
excrefcence  is  feldom  fo  much  elivated  as 
it  otherwife  would  be. 

■“  Thefe  fungOus  produdions  are  oc- 
cafionally  met  with  in  every  part  of  the 

.3  body ;; 
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body ; but  they  are  particularly  apt  to 
form  on  fuch  parts  as  have  become  ten- 
der, whether  from  previous  eruption,  or 
from  the  cuticle  having  feparated  and 
come  off  from  the  fkin  beneath ; a cir- 
cumftance  which  fometimes  takes  place 
in  this  difeafe,  and  when  to  any  conh- 
derablc  extent/ always  with  much  incon* 
■venience  and  diftrefs. 

“ In  the  treatife  which  I have  men- 
tioned, Dr,  Gilchrift  obferves,  that  this 
difeafe  does  not  attack  the  large  and  folid 
bones,  and  very  rarely  any  of  the  others. 
I have,  however,  feen  feveral  inftances 
of  the  contrary,  in  which  both  the  bones 
of  the  legs  and  arms  have  been  affeded; 
and  it  is  by  no  means  uncommon  to  find 
this  difeafe  fix  upon  the  bones  of  the 
head.  I have  feen  it  indeed  in  every 
part  of  the  body,  and  in  every  form 
under  which  lues  venerea  ufually  ap- 
pears, except  in  chancres  on  the  genitals. 
I have  feen  it  produce  fores  refembling 
chancres  on  the  lips,  and  on  the  nipples 
of  nurfes ; and  where  an  infedion  has 

been 
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been  of  long  duration,  I have  knowri  ul- 
cers form  upon  the  penis ; but  I have 
not  known  an  inftance  of  its  producing 
chancres  either  in  men  or  women  from 
coition;  owing,  I imagine,  to  all  who 
are  attacked  with  ulcers  upon  thefe  parts 
from  this  caufe,  avoiding  venereal  inter- 
courfes,  which  they  very  univerfally  do» 
till  a cure  is  obtained  by  a courfe’of  mer- 
cury. But  although  fibbens  is  not  ufually 
met  with  in  the  form  of  chancres  upon 
the  penis ; this,  as  well  as  other  parts 
•of  the  genitals,  are  particularly  apt  to  be 
attacked  with  fuch  ulcers  as  appear  from 
the  virus  having  entered  the  conftitution. 
In  different  inftances  I have  known  the 
whole  penis  and  ferotum  deftroyed  with 
it ; but  this  has  commonly  happened 
from  the  patient  having  negleded  too 
long  to  call  for  medical  affiftance,  or 
from  mercury  being  given  in  too  fmall 
quantities. 

“ Thefe  ulcers,  like  the  ufual  form  of 
Venereal  ulcers  proceeding  from  the  con- 

^ flitu- 
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ftitiitional  form  of  the  difeafe,  do  noi? 
commonly  produce  buboes.  This,  how- 
ever, is  not  univerfal ; for  buboes  fome- 
times  take  place  in  fibbens,  not  only  from 
the  primary  ulcers  of  the  difeafe,  as  I 
have  in  more  than  one  inftancc  per- 
ceived in  the  arm-pit,  from  fores  pro- 
duced upon  the  nipple  in  nurfing  an 
infected  child,  but  alfo  from  thofe  which 
appear  upon  the  penis  and  other  parts  of 
the  genitals,  from  the  virus  having  en- 
tered the  fyfcem ; and  the  appearance  of 
buboes  produced  by  fibbens,  whether  in 
their  fwelled  or  ulcerated  dates,  is  in 
every  refpedf  the  fame  with  that  of  the 
ordinary  form  of  venereal  bubo. 

“ Syphilis,  in  whatever  way  the  in- 
fedion  is  communicated,  is  readily  tranf- 
mitted,  as  I have  already  had  occafion  to 
fee,  from  parents  to  the  foetus  in  utero, 
and  this,  is  particularly  apt  to  happen  in 
fibbens.  Sibbens,  therefore,  proves  a 
frequent  caufe  of  abortions,  although  in 

fome  inftances  children  are  born  with  it 
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at  the  full  time,  and  in  a few  it  breaks 
out  in  the  courfe  of  the  firft  month  after 
delivery. 

“ In  the  treatment  of  fibbens,  as  of 
every  variety  of  lues  venerea,  mercury 
is  the  only  remedy  upon  which  we  can 
place  dependance.  Sarfaparilla,  guaiacum, 
and  mezereon,  have  occafionally  proved 
ufeful ; but  we  truft  to  mercury  alone  for 
a radical  cure.  The  obfervations  we  have 
already  had  occafion  to  oifer  on  the  em- 
ployment of  mercury,  apply  with  equal 
propriety  to  the  treatment  of  every 
fymptom  of  fibbens*  It  is  therefore  un- 
neceflary  to  confider  the  fubjed;  farther 
at  prefent ; but,  while  we  refer  for  this 
purpofe  to  different  parts  of  the  precede 
ing  pages,  I think  it  right  to  obferve, 
that  a greater  quantity  of  mercury  is  in 
moft  inftances  required  for  the  cure  of 
fibbens,  than  we  ufually  find  to  be  ne- 
ceffary  in  the  ordinary  form  of  the  dif- 
eafe.  Relief  is  obtained  with  perhaps 
equal  eafe,  and  a flop  may  be  put  to  the 
farther  progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  by  the 
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fame  quantity  that  we  employ  for  the 
common  fymptoms  of  pox  ; but  it  is  more 
apt  to  return  if  the  medicine  be  not 
given  in  larger  quantities,  and  conti- 
nued for  a confiderable  time  after  every 
appearance  of  infe<flion  is  removed.  When 
the  difeafe  has  been  of  long  duration, 
nxercury  ought  to  be  continued  for  feven 
or  eight  weeks  after  every  fymptom  has 
difappeared. 

“ A practitioner  of  experience  and  ob- 
fervation,  and  who  had  many  opportu- 
nities of  feeing  every  fymptom  of  fib- 
bens,  informed  me,  that  mercurius  fub- 
iimatus  corrofivus  frequently  proves  fuc- 
cefsful  in  the  cure  of  the  more  inveterate 
fymptoms  of  the  difeafe,  when  the  milder 
preparations  of  mercury  fail.  He  gave 
it  in  the  form  of  drops  : Sixteen  grains 
were  diflblved  in  an  ounce  of  water,  with 
the  addition  of  eight  grains  of  crude  fal 
ammoniac;  and  of  this  ten  drops  were 
given  three  or  four  times  a-day. 

“ When  ulcers  in  the  throat  and  other 

parts  do  not  readily  yield  to  the  ufe  of 

mer- 
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mercury,  we  have  recourfe  to  cauftic  and 
cfcharotics,  and  they  prove  equally  ufeful 
here,  as  in  every  variety  of  lore  proceed- 
ing from  lues  venerea.  In  various  in- 
ftances  they  have  been  rendered  clean, 
and  brought  into  a healing  condition,  by 
fumigating  with  cinnabar,  when  they 
had  previoully  refilled  every  other  re- 
medy. 

“ The  public,  however,  are  equally  in- 
terelled  in  the  prevention  of  this  difeafe 
as  in  the  cure  of  it ; particularly  in  thofe 
dillrids  where  it  has  long  prevailed ; 
and  with  proper  attention  there  is  much 
reafon  to  fuppofe  that  it^  might  foon  be 
eradicated.  In  fome  parts  of  Scotland 
this  has  already  indeed  been  accomplilh- 
ed  ; and  the  means  by  which  it  has  been 
done  are  fimple,  and  eafily  pradlifed. 
They  confift  entirely  in  a due  attention 
to  cleanlinefs,  and  in  preventing  nurfes 
and  other  fervants  from  being  employed, 
where  there  is  the  leall  reafon  to  imagine 
that  they  are  infected.  In  the  choice  of 
a nurfe,  this  is  a point  of  the  utmoft  im*» 
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portance  ; for  in  fibbens,  as  in  every  fornni, 
of  fypbilis,  I have  ha'd  many  proofs  of 
the  difeafe  being  communicated  by  the 
milk  alone ; and  as  this  is  almoft  the 
only  way  by  which  it  has  found  accefs  tp 
families  of  rank,  they  are  particularly  in- 
terefted  in  preventing  it, 

“ The  chief  difficulty  which  occurs 
to  the  prevention  of  this  difeafe,  pro- 
ceeds frorn  thofe  who  ought  moft  anxi- 
oufly  to  wifh  for  it.  The  infected  are  fp 
much  afraid  of  a difcovery  being  to  in- 
jure their  reputation,  that  they  do  all  in 
their  power  to  conceal  it ; by  which  they 
are  often  prevented  from  taking  mercury 
in  that  complete  manner  by  which  alone 
a cure  can  be  accomplifhed.  I know,^ 
however,  that  this  anxiety  for  conceal- 
ment may  be  removed  ; and,  wdth  pro- 
per attention,  that  thofe  poor  people, 
who  otherwife  would  fall  yidlims  to  the 
baneful  effeds  of  the  difeafe,  may  be 
eafily  induced  to  apply  for  medical  af- 
fiftance.  The  clergy  have  this  fo  much 
in  their  power,  that  through  their  inter- 
ference 
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t"erence  the  fibbens  might  foon  be  eradi- 
cated. In  one  parifli  this  was  actually  done. 
The  difeafe  had  I'pread  to  fuch  an  alarm- 
ing height,  that  above  three-fourths  of  the 
■inhabitants  were  infected,  and  many  of 
the  more  delicate,  particularly  young 
■children  and  females,  died  under  it.  This 
had  gone  on  for  many  years,  when,  by 
■the  exertions  of  the  clergyman  of  the 
parifh,  it  was  entirely  removed  in  the 
courfe  of  a fhort  time.  He  went  per- 
fonally  to  every  individual  of  his  parifh, 
and  convinced  them  of  the  propriety  of 
applying  for  medical  affi fiance  immedi- 
ately on  the  difeafe  breaking  out,  which 
they  agreed  to  the  more  readily,  from' 
their  being  fenfible  that  all  of  them  had 
•got  the  difeafe  in  the  mofi  innocent  man- 
ner. In  this  way  it  was  foon  carried  off, 
and  by  due  attention  to  cleanlinefs,  and 
avoiding  all  kind  of  intercourfe  vritb. 
thofe  whom  they  fufpeded  to  labour  un- 
der it,  the  difeafe  has  now  for  a con- 
siderable time  been  entirely  fubdued. 
This  has  in  fome  degree,  indeed,  been 
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the  cafe  in  every  diflrid;  of  Scotland 
where  fibbens  ever  prevailed.  In  fomc 
fituadons  it  has  been  nearly  eradicated, 
and  in  none  is  it  now  fo  frequent  as  it 
was  fome  years  ago.  There  is  much 
caufe  therefore  to  hope,  that  by  the  fu- 
perior  attention  to  cleanlinefs,  which  of 
late  years  has  prevailed  among  our  com- 
mon  people,  it  will  foon  become  every- 
where unknown. 

“ If  the  difeafe,  as  it  prevails  in  Ca- 
nada, is  the  fame  with  the  fibbens  in 
Scotland ; and  from  all  that  I have  heard 
of  it,  there  is  no  caufe  to  doubt  of  its 
being  fo ; the  fame  method  of  cure  will 
prove  effedual,  and  the  fame  means  of 
prevention  muft  be  obferved.” 

I have  inferted  this  article  at  full 
length,  becaufe  it  throws  confiderable 
light  on  the  nature  of  the  venereal  poi- 
fon,  and  the  means  of  preventing  its 
progrefs,  Another  reafon  is,  that  the 
fibbens  prevails  chiefly  among  a clafs  of 
people,  who,  from  their  circumftances 
aPfd  fituation,  are  either  deprived  of  all 
* q re- 
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regular  medical  advice,  or  are  obliged  to 
put  up  with  that  of  the  very  worft 
kind. 

Mr.  Bell  feems  to  think,  that  this  fpe- 
cies  of  the  venereal  difeafe  might  be  era- 
dicated by  due  attention  to  cleanlinefs.  1 
am  entirely  of  his  opinion  ; but  do  not 
fee  why  the  advantages  of  fuperior  clean- 
linefs fhould  be  confined  to  one  fpecies 
of  the  venereal  difeafe.  I have  already 
re'commended  it  as  the  beft  preventive  in 
every  fhape  under  which  that  diforder 
appears,  and  think  a due  regard  to  it 
would  go  a great  length  towards  extir- 
pating the  contagion  altogether. 

The  fame  author  obferves,  that  the 
clergy  might  be  of  great  ufe  in  eradicat- 
ing this  malady,  in  which  I likewife  cor- 
dially agree  with  him  ; but  do  not  fee 
why  their  ufefulnefs  fhould  be  confined 
to  the  extirpation  of  one  diforder.  It 
confifts  with  my  knowledge,  that  the 
Itch,  and  other  difeafes  arifing  from  ne- 
gledb  of  cleanlinefs,  may  be  extirpated  in 
any  pariflx  by  the  exertions  of  the  cler- 
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gyman.  Of  this  I have  feen  inftanteSv 
and  therefore  know  it  to  be  pradU 
cable. 

But  there  is  another  difeafe  which 
proves  more  fatal  to  mankind  than  the 
lues  venerea,  that  it  is  in  the  power  of 
the  clergy  almoft  wholly  to  difarm  of  its 
fling — I mean  the  fmall-pox.  The  clergy 
alone  have  it  in  their  power  to  render 
inoculation  univerfal,  which  would  fave 
the  lives  of  many  thoufands  of  innocent 
babes,  who  annually  perifli  in  this  coun^ 
try  by  the  ravages  of  that  baneful  ma-f 
lady.  Some  of  the  clergy,  to  their  im-^ 
mortal  honour,  have  effeded  this  in  their 
own  parifhes ; and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
many  others  will  follow  fo  noble  an  ex>^ 
ample,  Though  I think  a clergyman 
cannot  be  better  employed  than  in  pre^ 
ferving  the  health  and  lives  of  thofe  un- 
der his  care  j yet  I do  not  mean  to  over*? 
load  him  fo  much  as  to  recommend  the 
drudgery  of  attending  the  fick : This 
might  be  both  difagreeable  and  danger- 
ous : But  the  pallor  of  a parilli  has,  ge- 
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nerally  fpeaking,  great  influence  over  his. 
flock,  and  may  almofl:  induce  them  to 
do'  what  he  pleafes,  merely  by  giving 
them  good  and  wholefome  advice. 

It  is  obferved,  that  the  fibbens  prevails 
chiefly  among  the  lower  clafs  of  people  | 
but  thefe  people  can  feldom  afford  to 
have  any  good  advice ; for  this  reafon 
the  clergyman,  who  is  always  a man  of 
reading  and  knowledge,  ought  to  give 
them  fuch  inftrudions  as  will  enable 
them  to  be  their  own  phyficians.  The 
mofl;  ignorant  peafant  of  that  country 
where  the  fibbens  prevails,  knows  how 
to  cure  the  itch ; but  I will  venture  to 
fay,  that  the  one  is  as  eafily  cured  as  the 
other.  People  are  alarmed  at  the  name 
of  mercury,  and  think  it  requires  to  be 
adminiflered  with  the  greatefl;  fkill  and 
attention.  No  doubt,  mifchief  is  done 
by^  adminiftering  mercury  at  random ; 
but  with  common  care  and  prudence, 
this  will  not  be  the  cafe. 

People  of  more  zeal  than  knowledge 
^re  apt  to  think  that  thofe  who  fuffer  by 
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tlie  venereal  difeafe  deferve  no  com  ml- 
fei'ation,  and  ought  not  to  be  pitied  nor 
relieved.  Though  this  is  an  illiberal 
idea,  yet  it  may  have  fome  foundation 
■where  guilt  is  connected  with  pimifh- 
ment.  But  this  can  never  apply  to  pa- 
tients afflidled  with  fibbcns.  Their  com- 
plaints do  not  proceed  from  any  illicit 
commerce,  but  are  generally  the  clFedt 
of  that  intereo'urfe  in  families,  which 
muft  fu'bfift  among  children,  fervants, 
and  nuiTes,  and  which  renders  the  choice 
of  both  the  latter  an  objed  of  confider- 
able  importance. 

Some  doubt  if  the  fibbens  is  the  fame 
difeafe  as  the  lues  venerea,  as  they  do 
not,  in  all  their  fymptoms,  exadly  agree; 
be  this  as  it  may,  their  effeds  on  the 
fyftem  are  fo  fimilar,  that  we  may  ven- 
ture to  recommend  the  fame  mode  of 
treatment,  and  have  reafon^to  believe  it 
will  feldom  fail  to  accomplifh  a cure. 

The  different  forms  that  this  difeafe 
affuines,  give  reafon  to  fufped  that  the 
poifon  has  exifted  much  longer  among 

man- 
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mankind  than  is  generally  imagined.  At 
its  firft  appearance  in  Europe,  it  bore  a 
greater  refemblance  to  the  fibbcns  than 
to  the  lues  as  it  now  fhows  itfelf.  If  we 
can  believe  the  firft  writers  on  the  fub- 
jedt,  this  was  the  cafe.  If  it  has  changed 
once,  it  may  change  again ; and,  as  the 
inhabitants  of  Europe  live  in  a much 
more  elegant  manner,  and  are  more  at- 
tentive to  cleanlinefs,  than  at  the  time 
this  dlforder  firft  appeared,  we  have  rea- 
fon  to  hope  that  it  will  become  milder. 
The  change  of  living  has  almoft  banifhed 
the  leprofy ; and  why  may  it  not  have 
the  fame  effedt  on  the  lues  ? Thefe  two 
difeafcs  do  not  differ  fo  effentially  from 
one  another  as  fome  may  imagine.  The 
life  of  mercury  in  curing  the  leprofy, 
led  to  its  application  in  the  lues  venerea. 
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CHAP.  VIII. 

SOME  SINGULAR  EFFECTS  OF  MElt- 
CURT  ON  THE  MOUTH, BOWELS,&c. 


HE  effects  of  mercury  vary  fo  much 


in  different  patients,  arifing  either 
from  a peculiarity  of  conftitution,  or 
fome  morbid  affe<^fion  of  the  fyftem, 
that,  previous  to  the  adminiftration  of 
this  medicine,  particular  inquiry  ought 
always  to  be  made  concerning  the  pa- 
tient’s habit  of  body,  manner  of  life,  &c.  j 
otherwife  fome  very  unpleafant  circum- 
fiances  may  occur  in  the  prpgrefs  of  the 


A quantity  of  mercury  that  will  not 
have  the  leaft  effecfi  on  one  patient,  will 
throw  another  into  a violent  falivation, 


cure. 


and  even  endanger  his  life.  There  is  no 
rvile  by  which  we  can  judge,  before-hand, 


of  ^ 


SOME  EFFECTS  OF  MERCURY,  See.  191 

of  the  effeds  that  mercury  will  produce 
on  any  individual.  The  fafeft  method, 
therefore,  as  has  already  been  obferved, 
is  to  begin  with  fmall  dofes,  and  to  in- 
creafe  them  gradually  as  circumftances 
may  fuggeft.  A phyfician,  in  many 
cafes,  mull  feel  his  way ; and  this  is  not 
more  neceffary  on  any  occafion  than  in 
the  exhibition  of  mercury. 

It  has  been  obferved,  that  thofe  who 
have  their  mouths  fooneft  affeded  with 
the  mercury  are  'eafieft  cured.  This  is 
certainly  true ; but  it  is  alfo  true  that  fome 
will  receive  a complete  cure,  where  little 
or  no  falivation  is  excited.  To  effed  this 
purpofe,  however,  the  fyftem  muft  be 
fully  impregnated  with  the  mercury ; and 
its  ufe  fhould  be  continued  for  fome 
weeks  after  all  the  fymptoms  difappear. 
This  ought  to  be  an  invariable  rule  *. 

Though 

* An  attention  to  this  rule  cannot  be  inculcated  too 
often.  I am  at  this  moment  called  upon  by  a young 
gentleman,  who,  in  a few  days,  intended  to  fail  for  the 
Weft  Indies.  About  four  months  ago  he  applied  to  a 
furgeon,  of  fome  celebrity  in  this  line  of  praaicc,  for  the 
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Though  the  lues  venerea  proves  mod 
obftinate  in  perfons  of  a fcrofulous  habit ; 
yet  the  adminiftration  of  mercury  is  more 
difficult  where  the  patient  is  alfeded  with 
a deep  fcurvy.  I have  met  with  feveral 
cafes  where  it  was  almoft  impoflible  to 
cure  the  difeafe  without  endangering  the 

cure  of  a common  chancre,  who  advifed  him  to  waih  it 
frequently  with  Goulard’s  Extraft,  and  rub  in  the  mer- 
turial  ointment.  In  three  weeks  the  fymptoras  difap- 
peared,  and  he  was  confidered  as  cured.  He  had  occa- 
fion  to  go  a pretty  long  journey  into  the  country ; but 
before  he  reached  the  end  of  it,  he  was  feized  with  a fore 
throat,  and  blotches  appeared  in  feveral  parts  of  his  body. 
A pradlitloner  of  phyfic,  in  the  town  to  which  he  went, 
advifed  him  to  go  through  a courfe  of  mercury.  To 
this  he  agreed,  and,  during  its  ufe,  the  fymptoms  again 
difappeared.  But,  on  his  return  to  London,  the  blotches 
appeared  again,  and  he  complained  of  his  throat  being 
fore.  Though,  firft  and  laft,  he  has  taken  medicine  for 
about  feven  weeks,  yet  it  is  evident  he  is  not  cured, 
and  I have  advifed  him  to  go  through  a frefli  courfe  of 
mercury,  accompanied  with  the  decodliori  of  farfaparilla. 
This  gentleman  is  convinced  if  he  had  gone  to  fea  after 
he  was  dirmlffcd  by  his  firfl.  attendant  as  cured,  that  he 
would  have  loft  his  life ; and  I am  convinced  if  he  had 
married,  which  was  likely  to  have  hajiperied,  that  he 
would  have  injured  his  wife,  and  had  a rotten  progeny, 
if  any.—Such  are  the  bleflings  of  hajly  cures  ! 
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jDatient’s  life  by  an  excefQve  falivation. 
I would  therefore  advlfe  thofe  who  have 
been  long  at  fea,  and  on  their  return 
have  had  the  misfortune  to  contrad  this 
I malady,  to  be  extremely  cautious  how 
they  ufe  mercury  ; otherwife  they  may 
have  caufe  to  repent  of  their  rafhnefs. 

I faw  a remarkable  inftance  of  this 
fome  years  ago,  in  a young  man  who 
belonged  to  the  fleet,  but  was  at  that  time 
on  his  way  to  his  friends  in  the  country, 
having  been  difmilfed  from  an  hofpital  as 
incurable.  When  I faw  him  he  was  al- 
mofl;  in  the  agonies  of  death.  His 
countenance  was  pale  as  afhes,  his  pulfe  , 
feeble,  and  his  voice  faultering.  But 
the  moft  remarkable  fymptom  was  a con- 
tinual dripping  of  blood  from  every  out- 
let of  the  body.  Though  I fay  blood,  it 
hardly  deferved  that  name,  for  it  was  fo 
thin  as  juft  to  be  perceivable  upon  a white 
cloth.  I did  not  learn  how  long  this  dif- 
charge  had  continued  ; but  it  had  reduced 
him  from  a remarkably  fine  young  man, 
by  all  accounts,  to  a mere  fkeleton.  I tried 

to 
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to  throw  in  aflringents  ind  cordials,  but 
n vain.  The  powers  of  life  were  too  far 
cxhaufted  for  medicine  to  take  any  effect. 

All  I could  iearn  of  this  young  man 
was,  that  he  had  been  long  at  fea ; that  on 
his  return  to  England  he  had  the  misfor- 
tune to  be  injured,  and  had  been  fent  to 
an  hofpital.  I neither  know  how  he  was 
treated,  nor  how  long  he  had  been  ill  5 
but  from  feveral  cafes  which  have  fmce 
fallen  under  my  obfervation,  I am  con- 
vinced that  he  owed  his  premature  death 
to  the  improper  ufe  of  mercury.  Of  this 
the  following  cafe  will  leave  little  room 
to  doubt. 

A young  failor,  who  had  made  four 
voyages,  in  fucceffion,  to  the  Eaft  Indies, 
and  who  was  too  complete  a tar  to  pay 
any  attention  to  his  health,  was,  foon 
after  his  arrival  from  the  fourth  voyage, 
fo  unlucky  as  to  get  injured.  He  con- 
cealed his  fituation  from  his  uncle,  who 
was  his  guardian,  till  he  was  completely 
poxed.  I was  then  confulted,  and  found 

it  necelTary  to  put  him  immediately  un- 
der 
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d«r  a courfe  of  mercury  ; but,  not  being 
aware  of  the  ftate  of  his  body,. I had  well 
nigh  loft  my  patient.  Before  he  had  taken 
half  the  quantity  of  mercury  neceflary  to 
cure  his  diforder,  he  was  feized  with  fuch 
a violent  difcharge  of  faliva,  mixed  with 
blood,  as  required  all  my  fkill  an.d  exer- 
tions to  check.  It  run  in  a continued 
Bream  from  his  mouth,  fo  as  to  fill  feve- 
ral  wafh-hand  bafins  in  the  courfe  of  a 
day. 

By  the  application  of  opiates  and  af- 
tringent  medicines  this  difcharge  was  got 
the  better  of,  but  not  before  the  patient’s 
life  was  in  imminent  danger ; and  I am 
convinced,  if  it  had  happened  at  fea,  or 
iii  any  fituation  where  he  could  not  have 
had  proper  nurfing,  and  every  kind  of 
medical  alfiftance,  he  muft  have  loft  his 
life.  He  was  indeed  an  irregular  patient, 
and  could  not  be  induced  to  keep  himfelf 
warm,  even  when  the  falivation  was  at 
the  higheft  ; but  I imputed  the  exceffive 
difchaige  chiefly  to  the  effecft  of  mercury 
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on  a habit  deeply  tainted  with  the  fea 
fcurvy.  ' 

When,  from  .the  patient’s  manner  of 
life,  or  other  circumftances,  there  is  rea- 
fon  to  fufped;  a lurking  fcurvy,  every  me- 
thod jflrould  be  taken  to  remove  it,  previ- 
oufly  to  his  entering  on  a courfe  of  mer- 
cury. This  may  be  effected  by  a vege- 
table diet,  and  the  ufe  of  antifcorbutic 
medicines  duly  perfifhed  in.  It  will,  how- 
ever, be  neceflary  in  'fuch  cafes  to  ad- 
minifter  thofe  preparations  of  mercury 
w^hich  are  leaft  apt  to  alfed  the  mouth, 
and  to  give  them  in  very  fmall  dofes. 

Some  with  this  view  recommend  the 
Plummer’s  Pill,  which,  being  a combina- 
tion of  mercury  and  fulphur,  is  rendered 
very  mild  in  its  operation.  But  I prefer 
the  corrolive  fublimate  in  fmall  quantities, 
which,  while  it  is  lefs  apt  to  run  off  by  the 
falivary  glands  than  the  others,  is  one  of 
the  moft  adtive  preparations  of  mercury, 
and  feldom  fails  to  remove  the  lues  when 
properly  adminiftered. 


When; 
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When  mercury  runs  too  much  to  the 
mouth,  it  is  common  to  have  recourfe  to 
purgatives  ; but  thefe  wijl  feldom  be 
found  to  -anfwer  the  expectations  of  the 
practitioner.  They  weaken  the  patient, 
already  too  much  exhaufted,  and  feldom 
put  a flop  to  the  difcharge.  I would 
therefore,  in  preference  to  thefe,  recom- 
mend opiates,  and  aflringent  medicines,  to 
be  applied  to  the  parts  affeCted  in  form  of 
waflies,  gargles,  &c. 

Though  opium  may  be  employed  as  a 
gargle,  it  will  be  of  more  fervice  taken 
inwardly.  A fufficient  dofe  of  this  footh- 
ing  cordial  feldom  fails  to  take  off  the 
irritation  and  pain,  fo  diftreffing  in  a pro- 
fufe  falivation,  and  to  procure  reft,  fo 
much  wifhed  for  by  the  patient.  A pill, 
containing  from  half  a grain  to  a grain  of 
opium,  may  be  given  evening  and  morn- 
ing, or  oftener,  if  the  pain  and  reftleffnefs 
make  it  neceffary. 

Waihes  maybe  made  of  an  infufion  of 
red  rofe  leaves,  tormentil  root,  willow 
bark,  Peruvian  bark,  oak  bark,  galls,  or 

o 3 any 
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any  other  aftringent  vegetable.  But 
what  I generally  employ  is  powdered 
borax  rubbed  up  with  honey,  and  held 
in  the  mouth  ; or  it  may  be  made  into  a 
wafh  by  diffblving  it  in  boiling  water, 
and  afterwards  adding  the  honey.  An 
ounce  of  borax  and  two  ounces  of  honey 
to  a pint  of  water  is  the  ufual  propor- 
tion. 

It  has  been  common  to  adminifter  ful- 
phur  to  check  a falivation ; but  this  idea 
has  originated  in  theory  more  than  from 
practice.  Though  fulphur  combined  with 
mercury  ielTens  its  activity,  it  does  not 
follow  that  it  will  have  the  fame  effedl 
when  taken  into  the  fyftem.  J am  in- 
clined to  think,  if  it  has  any  effedt  at  all, 
it  is  owing  to  its  purgative  quality,  and 
not  to  its  action  upon  the  mercury. 

A variety  of  medicines,  combined  with 
mercury,  have  been  recommended  to 
prevent  its  affecting  the  mouth ; but  as 
thefe  only  tend  to  leffen  its  activity,  the 
fame  purpofe  may  be  anfwered  by  dimi- 
iaifhing  the  dofe.  Where  due  attention 
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Is  paid  to  this,  and  the  patient  is  kept 
fufficiently  warm,  there  will  feldom  be 
reafon  to  fear  his^  being  thrown  into  an 
exceffive  falivation,  unlefs  his  conftitu- 
tion  is  peculiarly  irritable,  has  been 
broken  down  by  repeated  falivations, 
or  is  deeply  affeded  with  the  fcurvy. 

When  the  faliva  is  mixed  with  blood, 
as  in  the  cafe  related  above,  and  the  dif- 
^ charge  is  very  copious,  the  patient  s 
ftrength  muft  be  fupported  with  red  wine 
and  light  nourifhing  diet ; and  he  may 
take  frequently  from  twenty  to  thirty 
drops  of  the  oil  of  turpentine  in  a glafs  of 
cold  water.  In  difcharges  of  blood  from 
any  part  of  the  body  I have  found  this 
to  be  an  excellent  medicine. 

Mercury  fometimes  occafions  a dif- 
charge  of  blood  from  the  bowels,  as  wd\ 
as  from  the  mouth.  This  fymptom  is 
not  without  danger,  and  ought,  as  foon 
as  poffible,  to, be  removed.  The  patient^s 
diet  ought  chiefly  to  confift  of  mild  farina- 
ceous  fubftances,  as  flower  boiled  in 
milk,  rice  boiled  or  baked,  animal  jellies, 
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and  fucli  like.  Opium  may  be  given  as 
recommended  above,  with  the  addition 
of  fiO.m  five  to  ten  grains  ot  gum  kino  to 
every  grain  of  the  opium.  If  the  kino 
is  not  at  hand,  a tea-lpoonful  of  the  tinc- 
ture of  Catechu  may  be  taken,  in  any 
liquid,  thiee  or  four  times  a day,  and  a 
clyfier  of  thin  fiarch,  with  a tea-lpoonful 
of  laudanum  in  it,  may  be  thrown  up 
every  night  at  bed-time,  or  oftener  if  it 
is  found  necefiary. 

Few  things  tend  more  to  injure  the 
conftitution  under  a courfe  of  mercury 
than  profufe  fweating.  On  the  old  plan 
of  adminiftering  mercury  it  was  impoffi- 
ble  to  avoid  this.  ' The  patient  was  Ihut 
up  in  a fmall  apartment ; his  bed  was 
placed  by  the  fide  of  a large  fire,  and  of- 
ten between  two  fires ; while  every  me- 
thod was  taken  to  prevent,  even  the 
fmalleft  particle  of  frelli  air  from  having 
accefs  to  him.  Profufe  fweats  will  never 
affedt  the  patient,  if  he  is  kept  in  a proper 
temperature.  His  apartment  ought  to 
be  large,  and  he  may  go  from  one  room 

to 
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to  another,  unlefs  the  weather  be  uncom- 
monly fevere,  or  his  conftitution  very 
delicate.  The  moft  likely  way  to  avoid 
taking  cold  is  to  keep  the  body  in  an 
even  temperature,  and  never  fuffer  it  to 
be  too  much  heated.  In  fhort,  the  fafeft 
way  is,  to  avoid  all  extremes. 

Should  the  patient,  however,  be  feized 
with  profufe  fweats,  he  muft  not  only  be 
kept  cool,  but  put  on  a nourifliing  diet, 
with  a moderate  allowance  of  wine,  and 
take  two  tea-fpoonfuls  of  Huxham’s 
tindure  of  the  bark  in  a glafs  of  red  port, 
three  times  a day.  This  medicine  will 
be  improved,  by  adding  to  every  ounce 
of  the  tindure,  a dram  of  the  acid  elixir 
of  vitriol.  ' ■ 

Mercury  fometimes,  though  rarely, 
runs  to  the  kidneys.  When  this  hap- 
pens, the  patient  muft  be  kept  warm,  to 
promote  the  perfpiration ; and  he  may 
take  fuch  aftringent  medicines  as  have 
been  already  recommended  in  exceftive 
difcharges  from  the  bowels  or  mouth. 
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who  have  been  afflicted 
with  the  venereal  difcafe,  although 
they  have  received  a complete  cure,  are 
apt  to  be  alarmed  at  every  trifling  fymp- 
tom  which  they  think  bears  any  re- 
femblance  to  that  malady.  Under  this  im- 
preflTion  I have  known  fome  go  through  a 
complete  courfe  of  mercury  for  a pimple 
on  the  nofe  ; and  others  ruin  their  confti- 
tutions,  by  fwallowing  drugs,  fold  by  ad- 
vertifing  quacks  as  infallible  remedies  for 
^ difeafe  under  which  they  did  not  labour.. 

It  is  the  misfortune  of  hypochondriacs 
to  be  continually  haunted  by  one  difeafe 
or  another.  If  a perfon  of  this  defcription 
has  the  misfortune  to  get  poxed,  he  fel- 

^lom  lofes  fight  of  it,  or  leaves  oft  taking 

medicine 
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medicine  till  his  conftitution  is  deftroyed. 

A young  man  belonging  to  this  clafs, 
after  a flight  infedtion,  kept  teafing  me 
for  above  a twelvemonth,  from  a per- 
fuaflon  that  his  nofe  was  daily  growing 
thicker.  At  laft  I refufed  to  fee  him, 
when  he  went  to  a quack,  who  indulged 
him  in  his  whim,  till  he  drained  him  of 
his  laft  guinea,  and  then  difmifled  him 
for  a fool. 

Women  are  ftill  more  apt  to  be  alarm- 
ed in  this  fituation  than  men.  Many  of 
them  believe  that  a perfon  once  tho- 
roughly infeded,  can  never  he  radically 
cured.  Under  this  perfuafion  they  im- 
pute every  ach,  pain,  or  pimple,  to  the 
venereal  poifon  lurking  in  the  fyftem, 
and  lead  both  themfelves  and  hufbands 
moft  miferable  lives.  Humanity  fhould 
induce  medical  men  to  do  every  thing  in 
their  power  to  eradicate  thefe  hurtful 
notions.  But  this  is,  to  my  knowledge, 
not  an  eafy  tafk.  The  lady  whofe  cafe 
was  mentioned  in  a former  chapter,  made 
herfelf  and  hufband  both  fo  unhappy, 
^ notwith^ 
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notv\^ithftanding  all  I could  fay  to  her, 
that  I advifed  her  at  laft  to  go  to  the  late 
Mr.  John  Hunter,  and  take  his  opinion 
of  hei  cafe.  Xde  told  her  fhe  was  per- 
fectly well.  But  even  this  did  not  fully 

fatisfy  her,  till,  fhe  brought  forth  at  a 
birth,  two  of  the  mofl  healthy  babes  1 
ever  faw. 

Women,  however,  are  more  apt  to 
have  relics  of  this  difeafe  lurk  about  them 
than  men.  Their  .conftitutions  are  not 
fo  able  to  undergo  a thorough  courfe  of 
mercury ; neither  have  they  fo  much  re- 
folution  as  men,  to  perfift  in  its  ufe  for  a 
fiifhcient  length  of  time.  It  is  here  the 
female  patient  generally  miffes  her  cure. 
A few  days  ago  a man  brought  his  wife 
to  me  to  fee  if  I thought  her  perfectly 
cured.  On  afking  fome  quellions,  I told 
him  I had  every  reafon  to  believe  fhe  was 
well  ; but,  according  to  my  cuflom, 
laid  fhe  had  better  continue  to  take 
medicine  for  a few  weeks  longer,  that  no 
ground  of  fufpicion  might  remain.  At 
this  fhe  began  to  cry  j faid  fhe  had  been 
I taking 
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taking  mercury  for  above  three  years, 
and  defired  to  know  when  flie  flrould  have 
done  taking  it.  On  inquiry,  I found 
what  fhe  faid  was  true,  but  that  Ihe  had 
never  perfifted  'in  its  ufe  above  three  or 
four  weeks  at  onetime;  but  as  foon  as 
her  mouth  grew  a little  fore,  fhe  left  it 
off,  and  when  the  fymptoms  reappeared 
returned  to  its  ufe  again. 

I told  her  flie  might  keep  taking  m^er- 
cury  for  twenty  years  in  that  way,  and 
not  be  cured  : That  the  only  certain  way 
to  get  cured  was  by  perfifting  in  the  ufe  of 
the  fpecific,  not  only  till  all  the  fymptoms 
difappeared,  but  for  feveral  weeks  after. 
It  is  here  the  quack  fails ; and  the  hafty 
cure  turns  out  to  be  no  cure  at  all.  Nor 
are  the  Faculty  themfelves  always  fufh- 
ciently  aware  of  this  trap.  The  idea  of 
a quick  cure  is  very  foothing ; and  when 
the  patient  fays.  Why  'fhould  I take  me- 
dicine after  I am  well?  the  phyfician  often 
fuffers  him  to  go  from  under  his  care  too 
foon.  If  the  fmalleft  fpark  is  left,  it  will 
kindle  up  into  a flame.  Flere  it  may  be 

truly 
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truly  faid,  a little  leaven  leaven^ 

ETH  THE  WHOLE  LUMP.” 

When  the  patient’s  condud,  or  any  ‘ 
doubtful  fymptoms,  give  the  leaft  ground’ 
to  fufpea  that  the  poifon  ftill  lurks  in  the 
fyftem,  the  beft  plan,  both  for  the  fatif- 
fadion  of  the  phyfician  and  the  fafety  of 
the  patient,  is  to  put  him  through  a com- 
plete courfe  of  mercury,  taking  care  at 
the  fame  tirne  that  his  conftitution  re- 
ceives no  injury.  What  will  greatly  tend 
^ to  prevent  the  conftitution  from  being 
hurt  by  the  mercury,  and  likewife 
promote  its  beneficial  effeds  on  the 
fyftem,  will  be  a liberal  ufe  of  the  de- 
codion  of  farfaparilla,  or  Lifbon  diet- 
drink. 

The  venereal  difeafe  has^  by  fomCj 
been  fuppofcd  to  induce  a variety  of  other 
complaints;  while  others  deny  that  this 
ever  happens.  The  truth  is,  that  this, 
like  other  maladies  which  weaken  the 
conftitution,  certainly  predifpofes  it  to 
difeafe.  But  it  doth  not  follow,  that  the 
lues  venerea  will  produce  the  fmall  pox, 
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or  any  other  difeafe  that  originates  from 
a fpecific  infedion.  The  fmall  pox  or 
mealies  do  not  engender  the  rickets  or 
fcrofula;  yet  every  praditioner  knows 
that  the  latter  often  fucceed  to  the  for^ 
mer,  efpecially  if  they  are  of  the  malig- 
nant, or  what  are  called  the  bad  kind. 

When  the  venereal  difeafe  feems  to  in- 
duce other  maladies,  there  is  generally 
reafon  to  fufped  that  there  has  exifted  in 
the  conftitution  a predifpofition  to  fuch 
diforder^  and  that  the  venereal  taint^  by 
weakening  the  conftitution,  might  ad  as 
a predifpofing  caufe,  in  exciting  the  other 
malady.  Every  one  knows  that  people 
afflided  with  the  fcrofula  are  more  liable 
to  difeafes  of  the  lungs  than  thofe  who 
have  no  tendency  that  way ; and  that  if 
fymptoms  of  a confumption  appear  in 
fuch  perfons,  they  feldom  recover. 

Mr.  Bell,  of  Edinburgh,  mentions  a 
number  of  cafes,  and  fays  he  is  in  poffef- 
fion  of  many  more,  where  the  fymptoms 
were  occafioned  by  the  venereal  poifon 
lurking  in  the  fyftem,  though  the  difeafe 

afl'umed 
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affumed  an  appearance  very  different  from 
that  of  the  fyphilis.  In  all  the  cafes  how- 
ever which  he  mentions,  fymptoms  of  a 
fufpicious  nature,  fooner  or  later,  feem  to 
have  made  their  appearance,  as  blotches 
on  the  fkin,  obftinate  fores,  or  ill-condi- 
tioned ulcers,  fwelling  of  the  joints,  tu- 
mours, with  a fluduation  of  ihdter  in 
them,  &c.  When  fuch  fymptoms  as 
thefe  appear,  and  no  adequate  caufe  can 
be  affigned  for  them,  there  is  certainly 
ground  to  fufped  a lurking  lues  ve- 
nerea. 

In  cafes  where  no  fufpicious  fymptomk 
appear,  but  which  do  not  yield  to  the 
ufual  methods  of  treatment,  the  ftrideft 
inquiry  ought  to  be  made  concerning  the 
patient’s  former  manner  of  life  ; and  if  it 
is  found  that  he  has  ever  been  unfortu- 
nate in  the  venereal  line,  and  has  re- 
% 

ceived,  what  is  called  an  expeditious 
cure,  there  will  be  reafon  to  fufped  a 
lurking  lues  as  the  caufe  of  his  diforder, 
and  the  cure  muff  be  conduded  accord- 
ingly. 


It 
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It  feems  to  be  a queftloit,  wbetber  of 
no  a fpecific  poifon  introduced  into  the 
fyftem  can  produce  any  other  difeaie,  ex- 
cept that  from  which  the  poifon  is  taken. 
It  is  not  my  intention  to  go  into  difficult 
difquifltions  on  obfcure  fubjedls;  but  ham 
inclined  to  think  that  a fpecific  poifon 
may  induce  morbid  affedions  very  differ- 
ent, in  their  appearance,  from  the  difeafe 
which  gave  rife  to  them.  I have  more 
than  once  feen  affedions  of  the  fkin  follow 
the  inoculation  of  the  fmall  pox,  which 
ho  one,  unacquainted  with  the  circum- 
flances,  \vould  have  fuppofed  to  have  any 
connexion  with  that  difeafe. 

Any  one  cohverfant  in  the  bufinefs  of 
inoculation,  muft  know  that  an  eryfipela- 
tous  inflammation  often  fucceeds  to  that 
operation,  and  goes  regularly  off  before  the 
fmall  pox  make  their  appearance.  Nay, 
I have  known  the  mealies  make  their  ap- 
pearance about  the  time  when  the  fmall 
pox  were  expeded,  go  through  their 
courfe,  and  the  fmall  pox  feem  to  wait 

till  they  had  done  fo,  and  then  appear. 

p I do 
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i do  not  fay  the  matter  of  the  fmall  pox 
adually  produced  the  meafles,  but  it 
would  feem  to  have  predifpofed  the  body 
to  that  difeafe. 

It  is  well  known  that  nurfes  who  at- 
tend patients  in  the  fmall  pox  are  often 
much  difordered  by  it,  efpecially  if  they 
fleep  in  the  fame  bed  with  them.  I 
have  once  or  twice  feen  a putrid  fever 
which  feemed  to  me  to  have  been  occa- 
fioned  by  the  nurfes  lying  night  and  day, 
for  three  weeks,  in  bed  with  children, 
who  died  of  a very  bad  kind  of  fmall 
pox.  This  condudf  alfo  hurts  the  patient. 

A medical  man  of  my  acquaintance,  in 
taking  matter  to  inoculate  a number  of 
children  for  the  fmall  pox,  happened  to 
cut  his  finger  with  a lancet  covered  with 
the  matter.  He  wrapped  it  up,  and 
thought  no  more  of  it,  till  about  eight  or 
nine  days  after,  when  he  began  to  feel  an 
unufual  fenfation,  or  rather  an  irritation, 
about  his  heart,  which  he  could  not  ac- 
count for.  Some  degree  o'f  ficknefs  and 
naufea  enfued,  and  he  was  feized  with  a 

fainting 
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fainting  fit.  On  recovering  from  this  he 
had  fome  warm  drink,  and  was  put  to 
bed.  Next  morning  a rafii  appeared  all 
over  him,  that  had  fome  refemblance  to 
the  meafles;  but  he  thinks  it  kept  out 
rather  longer  than  the  meafles  ufually  doi 

Though  one  would  not  venture  to 
aflfert  that  this  rafli  was  occafioned  by  the 
pocky  matter  abforbed  from  the  wound, 
yet  fo  many  cifcumftances  concurred  to 
make  the  gentleman  think  fo,  that,  to 
this  day,  he  cannot  be  perfuaded  to  the 
contrary.  This  gentleman  had  the  fmall 
pox  in  the  natural  way,  when  young, 
hut  has  no  recolledion  of  having  had  the 
meafles. 

Whether  or  not  a fpecific  poifon  taken 
into  the  fyftem,  at  a time  when  it  is  not 
difpofed  to  take  on  the  difeafe,  will 
produce  another,  or  induce  any  morbid 
alfeftion  whatever  ? are  queftions  that 
we  fhall  leave  to  the  difcuflion  of  future 
phyfiologifts. 

Mr.  Bell  is  of  opinion,  that  where  the 
poifon  of  the  fyphilis  exifts  in  the  fyftem, 
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but  not  in  fufEcient  force  to  fhow  Itfdf 
by  the  ufual  and  more  obvious  fymptoms 
of  the  difeafe,  it  may,  notwithftandingj 
in  various  inftances  be  capable  of  exciting 
a great  deal  of  derangement,  and  even 
many  difeafes  which  otherwife  might  not 
take  place,  and  that  it  will  more  efpe- 
cially  be  apt  to  produce  thofe  difeafes  to 
which  the  conftitution  is  predifpofed,  or 
thofe  to  which  the  patient  is  rendered 
liable  by  expofurc  to  particular  occafional 
caufes.  The  difeafes  induced  by  the  ve- 
nereal poifon,  of  which  he  gives  in- 
ftances, are  pthifis,  afthma,  rheumatifm, 
dropfy,  head-ach,  epilepfy,  and  mad- 
nefs. 

Difeafes  fucceeding  to  the  lues  venerea 
are  not  always  occafioned  by  the  poifon 
lurking  in  the  fyftem ; they  are  fometimes 
the  effect  of  the  means  ufed  to  expel 
that  poifon.  Medicines  poffeffed  of  fuch 
adive  powers  as  moft  preparations  of 
mercury  are,  cannot  be  thrown  into  the 
ftomach  in  large  dhfes,  for  any  confider- 
able  length  of  time,  without  materially 

affedt- 
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affe£ling  that  organ  fo  neceflary  to  the 
cxiftence  of  every  animal. 

Mercury  will  occalionally  hurt  the 
ftomach  and  bowels,  even  when  it  is  ad- 
miniftered  with  the  greateft  care  and  at- 
tendon,  and  it  muft  be  ftill  more  perni- 
.cious  where  thefe  are  neglected.  We 
may  venture  to  aflert,  that  not  one  in  a 
liundred  of  thofe  who  take  mercury  have 
it  in  their  power  to  obferve  a proper  re- 
gimen. 

All  adive  ftimulants  frequently  applied 
to  the  organs  of  digeftion  deftroy  their 
power;  hence  the  ^wine-bibber,  and  ftill 
more  the  dram-drinker,  generally  lofes 
his  appetite,  and  falls  the  early  vidim  of 
indigeftion.  Few  ftimulants  are  more 
adive  than  many  of  the  preparations  of 
mercury ; indeed,  fome  of  them  are  fo 
acrid  as  to  be  juftly  ranked  among  poi- 
fons.  Such  edge-tools  as  thefe  can  fel- 
dom  be  long  ufed  with  impunity.  I have 
known  few  people  who  had  taken  great 
quantities  of  mercury  free  from  com- 
plaints of  the  ftomach  or  bowels. 
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The  lungs,  as  well  as  the  ftomach,  are 
often  hurt  by  means  of  mercury.  The 
number  of  young  men  who  die  every 
year  in  Lon4on  of  confumptions,  brought 
on  by  the  improper  ufe  of  mercury,  is 
a fufficient  proof  of  the  baneful  effeds 
of  that  mineral  on  the  lungs.  But  it  is 
not  the  diredt  effedt  of  mercury  on  the 
lungs  that  does  the  mifchief ; it  is  owing 
to  the  uncertainty  of  our  climate,  and  to 
the  neceffity  many  patients  are  under  of 
expofing  themfelves  to  all  weathers,  even 
when  the  body  is  fully  charged  with 
mercury. 

The  effedls  of  mercury  on  the  nervous 
fyftem  are  more  diredl ; I have  often 
feen  paralytic  affedtions  brought  on  by 
the  imprudent  ufe  pf  mercury,  by  which, 
even  young  men,  have  been  rendered  lame 
and  miferable  for  life.  But  the  flow  and 
lefs  perceptible  effedts  of  mercury  are 
more  frequent  and  likewife  more  hurtful ; 
by  them  the  beft  conftitution  may  be  un- 
dermined, and  the  moft  robuft  man  re- 
duced to  an  abfolute  invalid,  fhivering  at 

a breeze, 
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a breeze,  and  dragging  out  a wretched 
exiftence  under  a load  of  nervous  ma- 
ladies, for  which  medicine  knows  no 

cure. 

To  obviate  the  ill  'effeds  of  mercury- 
on  the  ftomach  and  bowels,  it  will  be 
proper  always  to  ufe  the  milder  prepara- 
tions, where  they  will  fucceed,  in  pre- 
ference to  the  more  acrid  and  flimulating. 
Where  the  more  adive  preparations  are 
found  neceflary,  they  ought  to  be  admi- 
niftered  in  fmall  dofes ; and  when  they 
excite  fever,  or  occafion  great  pain  in  the 
firft  paffages,  they  ftiould  be  difcontinued 
for  fome  time,  and  their  ufe  refumed  af- 
ter thefe  affedions  are  removed. 

Few  things  are  better  calculated  to 
prevent  mercury  from  hurting  the  fto- 
mach and  bowels,  than  the  proper  ufe  of 
Peruvian  bark  : It  may  either  be  taken 
in  fubftance,  tindure,  or  infufion,  and 
ought  to  be  alternated  with  the  mercury 
in  fuch  a manner,  as  to  prevent  that  mi- 
nerfil  from  tearing  thofe  tender  and  deli- 
cate organs  to  pieces.  The  way  in  which 
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I commonly  give  it,  is  in  the  dofe  of  two 
tea-fpoonfuls  of  the  compound  tindlure 
m a glafs  of  the  Tunbridge  or  Pyrmont 
water,  three  or  four  times  a day;  or 

it  may  be  taken  in  common  water  or 
wine. 

For  alFedions  of  the  nerves  occafioned 
by  mercury,  we  would  recommend,  be- 
fides  tonic  medicines,  the  cold  bath,  pro- 
vided there  is  no  particular  weaknefs  of 
the  bread  or  bowels  to  forbid  its  ufe. 
Whenever  cold  bathing  is  recommended, 
it  is  always  to  be  underftood  that  we  give 
the  preference  to  fait  water,  where  it  can 
be  obtained.  Indeed  in  all  cafes  of  ner- 
vous debility,  where  the  patient  is  able 
to  bear  the  fhock,  fea  bathing  is  the  beft 
medicine  with  which  we  are  yet  ac- 
quainted. 

Though  it  mud  be  acknowledged  that 
mercury  frequently  hurts  the  conditu- 
tion,  yet  it  is  often  blamed  where  it  is 
not  111  fault.  People  who  have  had  oc- 
cafion  to  take  mercury,  are  apt  to  impute 
all  the  aches  and  pains  they  feel  after- 
wards, 
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wards,  to  this  medicine  lying  in  the  body : 
I remember  fince  the  fame  prejudice 
prevailed  with  refpe£t  to  bark,  and  be- 
lieve them  both  to  be  equally  unfounded. 
Some,  indeed,  are  weak  enough  to  ima- 
gine that  the  mercury  lies  in  the  bones, 
and  never  leaves  .them  while  the  patient 
lives.  This  opinion  the  late  Mr.  John 
Hunter  has  taken  fome  pains  to  refute : 
_He  fays,  the  mercury  never  enters  the 
bones  ; and  no  man  ever  had  more  op- 
portunities of  inveftigating  that  matter 
than  himfelf. 

That  mercury  muft  either  kill  or  cure, 
is  another  vulgar  error  which  does  con- 
fiderable  mifchief.  Men  are  afraid  to 
take  a medicine  that  may  terminate  their 
exiftence,  and  chufe  rather  to  endure  a 
lingering  difeafe,  than  rilk  a fu^den  death. 
By  this  groundlefs  prejudice  many  have 
been  deterred  from  taking  mercury  when 
it  was  the  only  medicine  that  could  be 
of  any  fervice  to  them.  This  prejudice, 
however,  dies  apace — Moft  people  now 

know 
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know  that  mercury,  when  properly  ad-* 
miniftered,  is  both  a fafe  and  an  effica-*- 
cions  medicine. 

■ Many  afte<3:  to  decry  the  powers  of 
mercury  while  they  are  making  fortunes 
by  ufmg  it.  This  is  a fhameful  practice 
and  a dangerous  one  ; mercury  fhould 
never  be  concealed  from  the  patient. 
This  conduct,  which  even  phyficians  too 
often  affed,  has  fometimes  ferious  con- 
fequences.  I have  known  it  more  than 
once  prove  fatal.  A medicine  which, 
to  be  ufed  with  fafety,  requires  a parti- 
cular regimen,  fhould  never  be  concealed ; 
and  the  praditioner  who  does  fo,  what- 
ever his  motives  may  be,  muft  excufe  me 
for  faying,  that  he  fports  with  his  pa- 
ti/ent’s  life.' 

Though  fome  inconveniences  may  at- 
tend the  adminiftration  of  mercury,  yet 
I know  no  medicine  of  equal  value. 
It  is  ufeful  in  a great  variety  of  dif- 
orders  befides  the  lues  venerea  ; and 
here  every  Tiro  knows,  that  nothing  can 
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be  done  without  it.  From  the  infant 
of  a week  old  to  the  veteran  of  four- 
fcore,  it  may  be  given  with  fafety  and 
advantage  ; nor  do  I conceive  how  any 
man,  at  this  day,  could  pradife  phyfic 
if  he  were  deprived  of  its  ufe. 
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CHAP.  X. 

OF  IMPOTENCE,  OCCASIONED  BY 
THE  VENEREAL  DISEASE,  &c. 


There  is  no  idea  more  deprefling 
to  the  human  mind  than  that  of 
not  being  able  to  propagate  the  fpecies. 
I have  known  men  actually  criminate 
themfelves  rather  than  lie  under  the  im- 
putation of  impotence,  and  fome  will 
even  rilk  'the  peace  of  their  families  to 
prove  that  the  fault  is  not  on  their  fide  ; 
yet  numbers  hazard  the  lofs  of  virility 
for  a moment’s  gratification,  with^  an  ob- 
ject whom  they  neither  love  nor  efteem. 

Were  the  moft  avowed  libertine  to 
contemplate  the  victims  of  illicit  love,  as 
they  are  often  feen  by  the  Faculty,  he 
would  Hand  appalled  at  the  view,  and 
flirink  from  the  tranfient  enjoyment, 

which 
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wKich  too  often  entails  debility  and 
ioathfome  dlfeafe  on  its  votaries,  and  dif- 
qualifies  them  for  ever  from  exercifing 
the  fundions  of  manhood. 

That  impotence  may  proceed  from  de- 
bility there  can  be  little  doubt,  and  that 
this  is  often  induced  by  excefs  of  venery, 
few  will  be  difpofed  to  deny  ; but,  as  far 
as  my  obfervation  goes,  debility  is  more 
frequently  the  effed  of  another  vice  in- 
cident to  youth,  which,  while  it  is  lefs 
natural,  proves  more  deftrudive  in  its 
confequence  than  even  excefs  of  venery. 
Men  feldom  go  far  wrong  while  they  fol- 
low nature,  but  every  deviation  from  her 
laws  is  pregnant  with  danger. 

That  the  generative  powers  may  be  In- 
jured by  obftinate  gleets,  or  what  is  called 
feminal  weaknefs,  is  highly  probable;  but 
I have  known  men  who,  for  more  than 
twenty  years,  had  laboured  under  thij 
malady,  yet  had  large  families  of  feeming- 
ly  healthychildren.  This,  however,  holds 
out  no  encouragement  to  others ; w/iat 
will  not  impair  the  generative  facultieti  of 


one 


OF  IMPOTENCE,  &c. 


one  man  may  totally  deftroy  tliofe  of 
another,  and  even  tend  to  cut  Ihort  his 
life. 

Not  only  the  powers,  but  even  the 
parts  of  generation,  are  frequently  de- 
ftroyed  by  the  venereal  difeafe.  When 
this  misfortune  happens,  they  cannot  be 
reftored  by  medicine.  In  curing  the  ve- 
nereal diforder  mercury  will  do  wonders, 
but  it  cannot  reftore  a loft  part : Such  lofs, 
indeed,  would  feldom  happen,  if  this 
medicine  were  properly  applied  in  due 
time. 

In  moft  of  the  cafes  that  have  come 
under  my  eye,  where  the  powers  of  pro- 
creation had  been  deftroyed  by  difeafe, 
there  had  either  been  total  negled  or 
very  improper  treatment.  Some  years 
ago  a feafaring-man  called  on  me,  on  his 
return  from  a long  voyage,  to  afk  my 
opinion  of  his  cafe.  He  had  few  fymp- 
tomsof  the  venereal  difeafe,  and  thefc  were 
eafily  cured ; but  his  penis  and  fcrotum 
formed  only  one  mafs,  and  had  coalefced 

in  fuch  a manner  as  to  appear  to  me  to 

be 
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be  infeparable.  I advifed  him  to  confult 
Mr.  Pott  and  Ibme  other  able  furgeons  ; 
which  he  did;  and  their  opinion  was,  that 
nothing  could  be  done. 

The  ftory  he  told  me  was,  that  when 
he  left  England  he  had  a running,  for 
which  he  had  taken  fome  medicine,  and 
had  carried  as  much  out  with  him  as 
was  thought  neceffary  for  his  cure.  What 
ufe  he  made  of  it  I do  not  know ; but 
underftood  that  during  his  voyage  to 
North  America  he  encountered  much 
hard  weather,  and  was  expofed  to  great 
cold  and  fatigue  ; that  on  his  return  to 
Europe,  he  landed  in  Spain,  w’^here  he 
was  advifed  to  apply  to  a furgeon  for 
fome  obllriuftions  in  the  urinary  paf- 
fages.  This  furgeon,  inftead  of  having  re- 
courfe  to  the  ufe  of  bougies  and  'other 
mild  methods  for  removing  the  obftruc- 
tion,  laid  open  the  urethra,  and  then  left 
the  frefh  wound  and  fcrotum  to  grow 
together. 

The  only  comment  I fhall  make  upon 
this  cafe  is,  to  point  out  the  danger  of 

going 
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going  to  fea  with  the  venereal  difeafe  un- 
cured. Had  this  gentleman  ftaid  at  home, 
or  been  fo  fortunate  as  to  fall  into  Ikilful 
hands  abroad,  in  all  probability  he  would 
not  have  been  deprived  of  his  powers  of 
procreation  : What  he  did,  however,  is 
done  every  day,  and,  we  have  reafon  to 
fear,  too  often  with  fimilar  confequences. 
Surgeons  are  often  too  free  with  the 
knife ; it  fhould  never  be  ufed  but  in 
cafes  of  abfolute  neceflity,  and  then  only 
by  ikilful  hands.  I have  often  heard  of 
the  penis  being  amputated,  but  never  met 
with  a cafe  where  this  operation,  or  that 
mentioned  above,  was  neceffary. 

I have  indeed  known  the  penis  very 
nearly  deftroyed  by  erofion ; but  when 
the  fores  were  kept  thoroughly  clean,  and 
the  mercury  thrown  in  in  fufficient  quan- 
tities, the  erofion  of  the  penis  was  flopped, 
and  what  remained,  though  fometimes 
not  above  an  inch,  became  perfedtly  found, 
and,  for  any  thing  I know,  remained  fo 
during  the  patient’s  life. 
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Iiiflances  of  impotence  occur  where 
the  perfon  never  was  afilidted  with  the 
venereal  difeafe,  and  where  it  fs  very 
difficult  to  affign  any  cauie  for  the  decay ^ 
of  thofe  parts  deftined  for  the  propagtttion 
of  the  fpecies.  The  late  Mr.  John  Hunter 
mentions  feveral  cafes  where  the  tefticles 
had  gradually  wafted  away,  without  any 
apparent  caufe.  This  generally  began 
in  one  of  the  tefticles,  and  after  that 
was  deftroyed,  it  feized  the  other,  which 
melted  away  in  the  fame  manner,  with- 
out aftedting  the  health  of  the  patient,  or 
admitting  of  any  relief  from  medicine. 

The  fame  author  mentions  the  cafe  of 
a very  young  gentleman,  one  of  whofc 
tefticles  wafted  entirely  away  after  a 
Gonorrhea,  which  was  attended  both 
with  a fwelled  tefticle  and  bubo.  Thj^ 
evidently  proceeded  from  the  venereal 
aftedtion. 

The  ingenious  author  mentioned  above, 

« 

gives  feveral  examples  of  impotence  from 
aftedtioits  of  the  mind ; ai)d  it  muft  be 
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acknowledged,  that  the  mind  has  much 
to  do  in  this  bufmefs.  Fear,  lhame, 
anxiety,  dillike  of  the  objedl,  and  many 
other  affections  of  the  mind,  will  take 
away  the  venereal  appetite,  and  produce 
a temporary  impotence.  I was  once 
conlulted  in  a cafe  of  fuppofed  impo- 
tence, by  a healthy-looking  gentleman, 
who,  to  fulfil  the  dying  requefi;  of  his 
brother,  married  his  widow.  I had  fuf- 
ficient  reafon  to  believe  that  this  gen- 
tleman’s impotency,  as  he  was  pleafed 
to  call  it,  did  not  proceed  from  want  of 
, power,  but  want  of  love  to  the  object. 
As  the  cafe  was  delicate,  all  I could  do 
was  to  advife  him  to  perfiff  in  his  endea- 
vours to  make  the  lady  happy,  and  to 
affure  him,  that  I had  no  doubt  but  time, 
w'ould  accomplifh  his  wifhes. 

Impotence  arifing  from  natural  defects, 
or  the  deftruction  of  the  parts  by  difeafe, 
feldom  admits  of  any  alliffance  from  me- 
dicine. When  it  px^-oceeds  from  debility, 
occafioned  by  excefiive  evacuations,  the 
..  ..  , ufe 
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fife  of  tonics,  as  the  Peruvian  bark  and 
fleel  are  indicated,  and  they  may  be  ad- 
miniifered  in  various  forms  with  advan- 
tage. The  chalybeate  waters,  as  thofe 
of  Tunbridge,  Pyrmont,  &c.  will  like- 
wife  prove  beneficial;  but  what  we  would 
chiefly  recommend  is  the  cold  bath, 
efpecially  bathing  in  fait  water. 

When  the  fyflem  is  exceflively  imta- 
ble,  and  the  conflitution  is  wafted  by  in- 
voluntary emifsions,  during  the  night,  I 
would  recommend  opium ; from  half 
a grain  to  a whole  grain  may  be  taken  at 
bed  time.  If  this  has  not  the  defired 
effed;,  the  dofe  may  be  increafed  to  a 
«;rain  and  a half,  or  two  grains.  Its  ufe 
ought  to  be  accompanied  with  tonics, 
and  corroborating  medicines. 

For  the  cure  of  unnatural  pollutions, 
I always  recommend  matrimony.  This, 
with  regular  living,  and  the  ufe  of  the 
cold  bath,  feldom  proves  unfuccefsful. 
But  when  I recommend  matrimony,  I 
would  advife  every  man  to  marry  the 
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^voma^  he  loves.  When  this  is  not  the 
‘Cai'e,  fatiety  and  difguft  will  fucceed,  and 
the  unhappy  hufband,  in  the  vigour  of  life, 
may,  by  miftake,-  impute  his  want  of 
ardour  for  the  connubial  enjoyments  to 
impotency. 
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A Summary  View  of  the' most  important 

DoSirmes  contained  in  the  preceding; 
Pages, 

I.  Few  things  would  have  a more  direct 
tendency  to  render  the  venereal  difeafe  ’ lefs 
frequent  than  a ftridlly  moral  education. 

II.  It  would  be  of  great  importance,  not 
only  in  the  prevention  of  this, "'but  of  many 
other  difeafes,  to  impreis  the  young  mind 
with  a due  fenfc  of  the  value  of  health. 

III.  Though  a good  conllitution  ought  to 
be  the  firft  obje£l  in  the  education  of  youth, 
it  is  generally  made  the  lafl;,  and  is  often 
totally  difregarded. 

IV.  A young  man  fhould  be  taught  that 
all  his  profpefls  in  life  -depend  upon  health, 
and  that  every  view  of  happinefs  vanilhes 
with  the  lofs  of  this  valuable  treafure. 

V.  The  importance  of  cleanlinefs  ought 
likewife  to  be  ftrongly  imprefled  on  the 
young  mind.  This,  though  not  ranked 
among  the  cardinal  virtues,  is  nearly  allied 
to  them, 

VI.  Nor  ought  lefs  attention  to  be  paid 
to  fobriety.  Men  are  moll:  apt  to  gp  aflray, 

3 when 
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when  leafl  able  to  condua  thenifelves,  fo  as 
to  avoid  danger. 

. VII.  A vegetable  diet,  an  open  body, 
and  the  free  ufe  of  diluting  liquors,  will 
often  carry  off  a gonorrhoea  without  the  ufc 
of  medicine. 

VIII.  Where  the  above  regimen  does  not 
fucceed,  recourfe  may  be  had  to  aflrlngent 
injeaions,  taking  care,  during  their  ufe,  to 
keep  dovvn  rthe  inflammatory  fyraptoms  by 
cooling  purges  and  diluting  diet. 

IX.  Obftruaions  of  the  urinary  paffages 
are  generally  relieved  by  the  ufe  of  bougees. 
If  properly  made,  they  may  be  applied  by 
any  perfon  of  common  underflanding. 

X.  A buboe  will  generally  be  relieved  by 
emollient  fomentations,  foft  poultices,  and 
bleeding  with  leeches. 

XI.  A fwelled  teflicle  requires  nearly  the 
fame  method  of  treatment,  unlefs  where  the 
intention  is  to  difeufs  both,  in  which  cafe  re- 
pellents ought  to  be  ufed. 

XII.  A gleet  ufually  yields  to  aflrlngent 
Injefllons,  tonic  medicines,  and  the  cold 
bath.  When  thefe  do  not  fucceed,  recourfe 
inufl  be  had  to  ftimulating  injefllons,  fuch  as 
are  recommended  in  the  Appendix. 
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XTII.  A chordee  requires  diluents  and  the 
ufe  of  opium. 

XIV.  Warts  and  excreffences  require  the 
application  of  mild  cauftics  and  cfcaioticSj  as 
the  powder  of  Savin,  &c. 

XV.  The  pox  is  generally  introduced  by 
means  of  a chancre,  which,  if  properly  treat- 
ed, will  feldom  infeft  the  fyflem. 

XVI.  The  only  method  to  prevent  a chan- 
cre from  communicating  the  poifon  to  the 
fyflem,  is  the  timely  and  proper  ufe  of  mercury: 

XVII.  Chancres  ought  never  to  be  haflily 
dried  up,  but  rather  kept  open,  till  the  poifon 
is  extinguifiied  by  mercury. 

XVIIL  The  mouth  fhould  be  made  fore 
with  mercury,  and  kept  fo  for  fome  time  ; 
but  it  never  ought  to  be  given  in  fuch  quan- 
tities as  to  excite  a violent  falivation. 

XIX.  A chancre,  concealed  under  the 
prepuce,  is  often  produ61ive  of  much  mif- 
chief.  When  it  cannot  be  kept  clean,  it 
ought  to  be  laid  open. 

XX.  A chancre,  when  laid  open,  will  of- 
ten heal  in  a few  days  without  the  ufe  of  mer- 
cury, though  it  would  not  before  under  its 
uf§. 
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XXI.  The  glans,  if  poffible,  fliould  be 
uncovered  every  day,  and  the  chancres 
waflied  with  milk  and  water  a little 
warm. 

XXII.  Expofure  to  cold,  and  improper 
regimen,  under  a mecurlal  courfe,  tend 
greatly  to  retard  the  cure,  and  often  endan- 
ger the  patient’s  life. 

XXIII.  As  the  fuppuration  of  buboes  does 
not  feem  to  accelerate  the  cure  of  the  vene- 
real dlfeafe,  it  is  proper  always  to  difcufs 
them  when  It  can  be  done. 

XXIV.  Venereal  ulcers  and  blotches  can- 
not be  cured  without  mercury,  which  muft 
be  applied  according  to  the  urgency  of  the 
fymptoms. 

XXV.  When  venereal  fores  grow  worfe 
under  the  ufe  of  mercury  it  mull  be  dlfcon- 

tlnued 

* A case  at  present  under  my  care  shews  the  propriety 
of  this  rule  in  the  strongest  point  of  light.  A young 
gentleman,  in  a provincial  city,  had  been  seventeen  weeks 
under  a course  of  mercury  for  chancres  on  the  glans  and 
prepuce.  He  was  reduced  so  low  that  his  life  was  de- 
spaired of  5 and  he  was  thought  unable  to  bear  a jour- 
ney to  town.  He  was,  however,  broug’ht  vip  by  short 
stages,  and  I was  consulted.  My  advice  was  to  leave  cfl. 
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tinued,  and  the  patient  put  on  a courfe  of 

bark  and  reftorative  diet. 

XXVI.  When  the  venereal  virus  fallens  on 
the  bones,  and  produces  nodes,  &c.,  it  may 
Hill  be  removed  by  perfifting,  for  a fufficient 
length  of  time,  In  the  nfe  of  fome  a6live 

preparation  of  mercury. 

XXVII.  When  the  venereal  difeafe  alfefts 
the  organs  of  fenfe,  as  the  eyes,  ears.  See. 
it  cannot  be  removed  without  the  ufe  of 
mercury. 

XXVIII.  When  children  are  born  with 
fymptoms  of  the  venereal  difeafe  upon  them, 
they  may  be  cured  by  the  proper  application 
of  mercury,  both  to  the  infant  and  nurfe. 

XXIX.  Difeafes  which  refemble  the  lues 
venerea,  as  the  fivvins  or  liboins,  &c.,  may 
be  cured  by  mercury  applied  in  the  fame 
manner  as  for  the  lues. 

the  use  of  mercury,  to  take  a tea-spoonfiib  or  the  com- 
pound tincture  of  Peruvian  bark  four  times  a daj,  to 
drink  daily  a wins  bottle  of  the  Lisbon  diet-drink,  to 
take  nourishing  diet,  and  to  drink  a few  glasses  ot  gene- 
rous wine  every  day.  Lhe  consequence  is,  that  in  less 
than  six  vyeeks  his  appetite,  health,  and  spirits  are 
restored,  and  his  sores,  which  liave  only  been  kept  clean, 
are  nearly  all  healed. 
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XXX.  Opium  Is  of  great  fervice  in  appeaf- 
ing  many  of  the  mofl  urgent  fymptoms  of 
lues  veneiea,  as  well  as  in  making  mercury 
fit  more  eafily  on  the  ftomach. 

XXXI.  When  a nurfe  gives  the  difeafe  to 
an  infant,  or  the  infant  to  the  nurfe,  both 
may  be  cured  by  the  proper  application  of 
mercury. 

XXXII.  Perfons  about  to  be  married, 
ought  to  be  very  clrcumfped  with  regard 
to  their  fituation,  otherwife  they  may  tranf- 
mit  this  baneful  difeafe  to  their  progeny. 

XXXIII.  Women  labouring  under  the  ve- 
nereal difeafe,  are  very  liable  to  have  abor- 
tions, to  prevent  which  mercury  is  the  proper 
medicine. 

XXXIV.  In  conflitutlons  deeply  affeded 
with  the  feurvy,  mercury  ought  to  be  adrai- 
niftered  with  the  greatefl;  caution.  Where 
that  is  not  attended  to,  fome  very  untoward 
fymptoms  may  enfue. 

XXXV.  In  fcrofulous  habits  the  lues 
always  proves  obflinate,  and  requires  more 
mercury  than  in  conftitutions  free  from  that 
taint. 

XXXVI.  Mercury  may  be  given  for  any 
length  of  time  without  curing  the  l.ues,  if  it 

is 
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is  not  given  in  fuch  a way  as  thoroughly  to 

impregnate  the  fyftem. 

XXXVII.  Complaints  fucceeding  to  the 
venereal  difeafe  are  not  always  owing  to  that 
malady,  but  to  the  means  uled  to  expell  it. 
XXXVIII.  That  mercury  lies  in  the  bones, 

is  denied  by  Mr.  John  Hunter,  and  Is,  I be- 
lieve, a vulgar  error. 

XXXIX.  That  mercury  hurts  the  flo- 
mach  and  bowels,  when  improperly  ufed,  is, 
I am  afraid,  often  too  true. 

XL.  When  impotency  is  the  effedl  of 
the  lues  venerea,  it  is  generally  owing,  either 
to  the  ignorance  of  the  practitioner,  or  the 
irregularity  of  the  patient. 

XLI.  The  greatefl  clrcumfpeclion  is  ne- 
cefl'ary  in  the  choice  of  a wet-nurfe  in,  and 
near,  great  towns. 

XLII.  There  is  reafon  to  believe  that  com- 
plaints of  the  womb,  which  pafs  for  cancers, 
are  often  venereal- 

XLllI.  A woman  may  have  her  health  ru- 
ined by  giving  fuck  to  an  infant  born  of  dif- 
lipated  parents. 

XLIV.  The  fibbens,  as  well  as  the  Ities* 
may  be  communicated  to  the  foetus. 
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'^HE'  different  forms  and  preparations^  of 
medicine,  referred  to  in  the  preceding 
pages,  are  here  brought  together,  fo  as  to 
appear  in  a narrower  point  ot  view.  Several 
others,  not  mentioned,  are  alfo  added,  that 
the  patient  may  have  an  opportunity  of  fe- 
leding  fuch  as  he  thinks  befl:  fuited  to  his 
cafe.  Some  prefcriptions,  inferted  in  the  body 
of  the  book,  are  again  brought  forward  here, 
either  that  they  may  appear  at  more  length, 
or  be  inferted  under  the  refpeftive  heads  to 
which  they  belong,  as  Injections,  Decoc- 
tions, &c. 

Phyficians  ftlll  perfifting  In  the  praftice  of 
writing  their  prefcriptions  in  Latin,  affords  a 
ftrong  proof  of  the  difficulty  with  which  old 
cuftoms  are  left  off.  Thofe  who  write  books 
•in  plain  Engliffi,  ftill  give  their  prefcriptions 
in  an  unknown  tongue  ; as  if  a fcrap  of  Latin 
could  operate  like  a talifman,  or  have  the 
power  of  a charm.  This  conduCt  is  not  onl^y 
ridiculous,  it  is  dangerous.  The  perfons 
employed  in  maldng  up  medical  prefcriptions, 
are,  generally  fpeaking,  very  idle,  and  very 
ignorant.  By  this  I do  not  mean  to  throvif 
any  refleCtipn  on  apothecaries^  I fee  no  rea-^ 


APPENPIX. 

£on  "u  liy  311  3pothec3i'y  may  not  be  as  learned 
it  man  as  a phyfidan  ; but  I know  this,  that 
a man  may  go  to  his  fliop  a hundred  times 
before  he  finds  him  there.  The  apothecary 
generally  a£ls  as  a phyfician,  and  leaves  the 
ikop  to  the  care  of  his  boy. 

Did  patients  know  who  compofe  the 
draughts  they  fwallow,  they  would  take 
them  with  fear  and  trembling.  I feldom 
give  a medicine  without  feeing  it  made  up, 
;i4id  never  to  a venereal  patient ; becaufe  I 
know  that  here  the  cure  depends  folely  on 
the  quality  of  the  medicine,  and  not  on  the 
patient’s  imagination.  Were  phyficians  in 
general  to  follow  this  plan,  their  art  would 
jn'ov-e  more  beneficial  to  mankind.  The 
dodor  would  not  be  the  tool  of  the  apothe- 
cary, nor  the  patient  the  dupe  of  both. 
While  the  apothecary  can  recommend  the 
phyfician,  the  infamous  trade  of  cramming 
patients  with  drugs  will  be  carried  on,  to 
the  difgrace  of  medicine,  and  the  deffruclieri 

«f  mankind. 


. DvJJlJCTIpNS  FOR  THE  CURE  OF 
GONORRHCEA. 

« 

I.  Take  of  vitriolated  zinc,  commonly 
called  white  vitriol,  hadf  a dram  : Diflolve 
it  in  a pint  of  water. 


In 
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In  the  -early  ftage  of  a gpnorrlicea,  we 
linow  oF  no  better  injedioii  than  this.  If 
uied  fufiiciently  often,  not  lefs  than  five  or 
fix  times  a day,  it  will  generally  remove  the 
difeafe  very  fpeedily.  It  is  not,  however,  fo 
proper,  in  the  more  advanced  periods  of  the 
complaint.  A flight  degree  of  pain  ought 
to  follow  its  ufe ; but  if  it  produces  much, 
it  fhould  be  diluted  with  water.  Five  or  fix 
drops  of  Goulard’s  extract,  added  to  a tea- 
cupful  of  this  folution,  renders  it  more  feda- 
tive,  and  confequently  a better  medicine, 
where  there  is  great  irritation,  or  the  parts 
are  inflamed. 

II.  Take  fugar  of  lead,  half  a dram: 
Diflblve  in  half  a pint  of  water. 

III.  Take  extrad  of  lead,  thirty  drops : 
Mix  with  half  a pint  of  water. 

When  there  is  great  pain  and  irritation,  it 
is  fometimes  neceflary  to  ufe  opiate  injedions, 

IV.  Dilfolve  a dram  of  purified  opium  in 
half  a pint  of  water  ; Or,  add  to  the  fame 
quantity  of  water,  half  an  ounce  of  the 
tindure  of  opium. 

When  the  difcharge  appears  to  be  contir 
nued  from  relaxation,  or  flaccidity  of  the 
vefl'els,  the  following  injedion  will  be  found 
ufeful ; 

V.  Take  balfam  of  capivi,  half  an  ounce  ; 
Rub  with  the  yolk  of  an  egg,  and,  by  de* 
grees,  add  half  a pint  of  rofe  water. 

A flimulant  ipjedion,  for  difgharges  of 
long  continuance,  and  gleets  j 

. Vb 
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^ I.  T.  aJce  murlated  mercury,  commonly 
called  corrofive  fublimate,  one  grain : Dif- 
Iblve  in  halt  a pint  of  rofe  water. 

Ihe  powers  of  this  medicine  may  be 
licigjiteiied  or  diminiflied,  by  lelTening  or  in- 
creating  the  quantity  of  water  in  which  it  is 
ditfolved.  But  the  above  proportion  is  as 
Itrong  as  mott  patients  are  able  to  bear. 

VII.  lake  of  acetated  copper,  or  verde- 
greafe,  two  drams  ; BitToIve  in  volatile  alkali, 
one  ounce. 

This  is  an  excellent  form  of  inje6Iion 
but  tome  care  is  requifite  in  the  application  of 
it.  hrom  twelve  to  twenty  drops  may  be  put 
into  hall  a pint  of  water. 

Where  internal  allringents  are  required, 
the  following  will  be  found  ufeful : 

VIII.  dinclure  of  Catechu,  or  compound 
tincl'ure  of  the  Peruvian  bark  : Of  either  of 
thefe,  a t^a-fpoonful  may  be  taken  in  a glafs 
of  wine,  three  or  four  times  a day.  Should 
the  patient  prefer  pills,  I know  of  none  better 
than  thofe  made  of  equal  parts  of  prepared 
iron,  and  extrafl  of  bark,  with  a fuflicient 
quantity  of  oil  of  carrui.  One  may  be  talien 
three  or  four  times  a day. 

When  it  is  neceflary  to  keep  the  body  open 
and  cool,  which  is  always  the  cafe  in  a 
virulent  gonorrhcea,  efpecially  during  the  ;ife 
of  injeflions,  I would  recommend  the'elec- 
iuary  mentioned  in  the  Domeftic  Medicine. 
•But  what  I chiefly  ufe  now,  wdth  that  inten- 
tion, is  the  following  powder  : 
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IX.  Take  powdered  gum  arabic,  and 
cream  of  tartar,  each  an  ounce  and  a half ; 
jalap,  in  powder,  two  drams : Mix  them, 
and  give  a tea-fpoonful  in  any  liquid,  as  often 
as  is  found  necelfary  to  keep  the  body  gently 
open. 

When  the  pain  and  irritation  in  palling 
water  is  very  great,  the  patient  will  find  re- 
lief from  drinking  plentifully  of  linfeed  tea. 
It  may  be  infufed  with  liquorice  root,  and 
drank  a little  warm. 

A very  common  and  troublefome  fymptom 
of  the  gonorrhoea,  is  a chordee.  This  the 
following  pill  commonly  relieves,  probably 
by  taking  olf  the  general  tendency  to  fpafm  : 

' X.  Take  powdered  opium,  one  grain  ; 
powdered  antimony,  four  grains  ; crumbs  of 
bread,  as  much  as  will  make  them  into  a 
pill : To  be  taken  at  bed-time. 


MEDICINES  USED  IN  THE  CURE  OF 
THE  LUES  VENEREA. 

Mercury,  the  only  fpecific  * hitherto  dif- 
covered  for  the  cure  of  this  difeafe,  is  ad- 

* We  every  day  hear  that  the  lues  venerea  has 
been  cured  by  medicines  that  did  not  contain  a single 
grain  of  mercury.  There  is  reason,  however,  to  suspect 
that  these  cures  are,  like  those  of  the  bite  of  a mad  dog., 
only  performed  where  the  infection  had  never  been  com- 
municated. Among  the  medicines  puffed  off,  at  pre- 
sent, for  curing  the  lues  venerea,  is  Velno’s  Vegetable 
Syrup  : I have  seen  sufficient  proofs  of  the  inefficacy  of 
this  medicine,  to  be  able  to  declare,  that  it  will  not  cure 
tlie  lues  venerea. 
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.fexternally  and  ' mtemallv 
The:  fei^-mer,  whklv  ihy  far  the'  Meft  aDd 
th'e  -beft,  'tvhen  it  can  be  admimfl'e^ed  with 
cohveDiency,  cQhfifts  -in-  the  ap|)H*cat'bn.  of 
the-fpeeifiC'-iD  forinv-of^ ointment -to  fdtne  tjaTt 
of  the  furface  of  the  body;  or  .in  form  oi 
^rapoDl-, ' to  'the  'whole  of^  it  ^at  once.  ■ For  in- 
ref  rilalnfe 'a  variety 'of  preparations' hb'eb'een 
•devifed,  of  which  lofne  of  the  inoft  Approved 
^ibalbbe  here  ihfertedt-'-  • r t 

XL  Of  the  ftrong  rhercurial  ■orntthenf, 
'from  half  a drani  to  a dram,  may^  be  bubbed 
-every  evening  hri-'th^'  iriner  fide  of  the‘'%  of 
'thig-hy-for  half  ah  hPuf,  or  t-ijl  it  is  abfofbed. 
:The  fridions  muft'be  coritinueH  till  th^hibuth 
'becomes  fore,  and  efeh  - for  Tome  tthie  after 
'the  fymptdms  of  ‘the  diforder  hirve  .^tlap- 
• J)eared.  -The  part  into  which  the  ’ni^chry 
is  rubbed,  flroiild  -be' waffied-  warfr^’lbap  mid 
water,  and  carefully  dried,  each  time,  before 
the  friction  is  commenced. 

XIL  Whelie  'el'egahde'is  aii  bbjeft,  -ah  oint- 
Tuent  withou-t-ColonY  may -be-trfade,  by  rub- 
_ bing  two  drams.of  ^e  ■ white  ■ precipitate,  or 
of  calomel,  wjth  an, ounce  of  hog’s  lard,  and 
niingb  as  the  former. 

When  merchry  is  Taken  'in'fefrialiy,  it  is 
Idua'lly  given  inToi-m  of  pill: The, heft  way 
feems  te  be, 't, 6 fake“the  whole  quantity,  for 
, the.,day, -at  .bed-tim'e it  then  paifes  along 
wdth  the  food,  and  feems  to  difturb  the  bowels 
lefs  than  when  laketi. at  differeht'times  through 
the  day.  ' , 

.5  ..  -*  ■ ■ • 

The 
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The,  common  mercurial  pill  of  bpUi  the 
London  and  Edinburgh  difpenfatories  are 
made  of  the  crude  mercpry, ’or  quicldilver, 
.comminuted  or  rubbed, up  with  various  m- 

•gredients,  as  conferve  of  rofes^-^  &c.,  ana 
^Iven  from  three  to  four.ijr  five, ordinary  fized 
pills  in  the  courfe  of  the  day.  Some  prac- 
titioners prefex.thefe  pills  to  .every  other  pre- 
Lparation '.of  mercury ; but  ^ybat  I more  fie., 
•xiuently  ufe,  are  pills  niade  of,  one  or  oth^ 
of  the  following  preparations  of  inercury,  and 
-correaed  with  opium  as  circuraftances  may 

require.  j 

XIII.  Take  of  calomel,  properly  prepared, 

one  dram  ; conferve  of  . hips,  or  rofes,  a fufr 
ficient  quantity.;;  Make  into  forty  pills.  Two 
or  three  may  be  taken  at  bed-time.-  Should 
they  gripe,  ten  grains  of  opium  may  be  added 

to  the  raafs  when  prepared. 

XIV.  Take  of  mild  muriated  mercury, 

.one  dram  ; aromatic  confedlion,  or  confec- 
tion of  opium,  a fufficient  quantity  to  form 
a mafs  .of  proper  confiftencf  for  pills : lo 

, be  divided  as  above,  and  taken  in  thejfame 

manner^  There  is  not  any  preparation  of 
niercury,  that  I have  tried,  feems  to  poflefs 
more  adlive  antivenereal  powers,  or  tp,dlf- 

turb  the  conflitution  lefs-than  this. 

• XV.  Take  . of  calcined  mercery,  half  a 
dram.;  .powdered  opium,  ten,.grains  ; extract 
of  liquorice, '^•:a  fufficient  quantity  ; Divide 
into  twenty-fqur  pills.  Take  one  at  bed-time. 
Lew  conftitutions  will,  .bear;  inore  than  typ. 

R 3 ■ ' This 
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This  was  the  favourite  preparation  of  the  late 
celebrated  John  Hunter. 

The  following  coinpofitlon,  which  is  well 
'known  by  the^  name  of  Plummer’s  Pill,  is 
reckoned  peculiarly  ufeful  in  venereal  affec- 
tions of  the  fkin,  as  well  as  cutaneous  com- 
plaints arifmg  from  other  caufes. 

XVr.  Take  of  calomel,  and  the  golden 
fulphur  of  antimony,  each  one  dram  ; extract 
of  liquorice,  enough  to  form  a mafs  for  pills: 
Divide  into  forty-elght  pills.  Two  may  be 
taken  at  nigh’f,*  and  one  next  morning,  in- 
creafing  the  dofe  according  to  circumftances. 

Wheii  the”  more  active  preparations  of 
mercury  are-  deemed  neceflary,  the  corrofive 
fublimate  may  be  ufed  in  the  following 
manner  : 

XVII.  Take  of  muriated  mercury,  or  cor- 
rofive fublimate,*  ten  grains  : Diffolve  in  a 
pint  of  proof  fpirits.  Of  this  folution,  two  or 
three  table-fpoonfuls  may  be  taken  daily.  It 
ought  never  to  be  given  on  an  empty  ftomach. 

Some  adminifler  the  fublimate  in  form  of 
'pill;  but  as  it  is  apt  to  hurt  the  bowels, 
when  taken  in  this  way,  I always  give  it  in 
folution. 

As  decodions  of  various  kinds  have 
been  fuppofed  to  afiift  in  the  cure  of  lues 
' venerea,  or,  at  lead,  to  prevent  the  mercury 
from  hurting  the  ftomach  and  bowels,  fome 
of  the  mod  approved  forms  are  fubjoined  : 

XVIII.  Take  of  farfaparilla,  bruifed,  three 
ounces ; infufe  by  the  fire,  in  three  pints  of 

w'ater. 
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water,  for  twelve  hours  ; then.  ’ gently  boil 
away  to  about  one  half : A little  lliced 
liquorice-root  may  be  added,  juft  before  the 
boiling  is  finiflied. 

This  fimple  decodtion  feems  to  a£t  chiefly 
by  affording  a mild  nourifliment.  Even  in 
that  point  of  view  it.  is  of  great  ufe  during 
a mercurial  courfe.  The  whole  quantity  here 
mentioned  may  be'  ufed  in  the  courfe  of  a 
day,  and  it  fhould  be  prepared  frefh  daily. 

The  decoflion  of  guaiacum  may  be  made 
as  follows  : 

XIX.  Take  of  guaiacum  rafpings,  fix 
ounces ; fhavings  of  faffafras,  four  ounces  : 
Boil  in  fix  quarts  of  water  to  four,  adding, 
towards  the  end,  an  ounce  of  fliced  liquorice- 
root, ' 

Two  pints  of  this  decoGion  may  be  ufed 
daily.  By  fome,  guaiacum  is  fuppofed  to 
aflift  greatly  in  the  cure  of  lues  venerea. 
The  luperior  effeds  of  mercury,  however, 
have,  in  a great  meafure,  caufed  it  to  be  laid 
afide.  In  fome  peculiar  conftitutions,  indeed, 
it  feems  to  aflift  the  powers  of  mercury. 

The  decodion  of  mezereon  may  be  made 
as  follows  : 

XX.  Take  bark  of  mezereon-root,  one 
ounce  : Boil  it  in  three  quarts  of  water  to 
two,  adding,  towards  the  end,  a little 
liquorice. 

This  is  a warm  ftimulating  medicine,  of 
which  from  a pint  to  a quart  may  be  taken 
daily. 


For 
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Itor  ’ making  Ifihe  idririk^  it-ber-e 

are ' wany  ’ 'fockis ; lithe  raoft 'Commem  ^-s  a,^ 

j -'h-t  « cci  Y":.:  :t. : 

XXL  Take  of  farfaparllli,  '''  • : ' • ' 

Whit&aaKid  iiiTe:^  ri^ifiitiieriS,!  ceach  three 
oufic-es^  f.Iira  a t -L;.  : : yd 

Liqu  oVkeV  wd  oniazer  eonirod  t, " ; Qach 

Jial^  ^ti'.qtMJice'ioii.y  t»fl  i'  . ■■’“n-.D  r.nua. 

' Wood  of  rhbdiuri,"'''and  faipifEas:,  .each  enc 

OlHVdC'-J  ■ • 20  ■■■I  .1  t 

1 GFvkie  ^^TUiraony^*,  /i^ivix)onnc.es .:  ' ' o c 'T 
Xlix  apd  infufe  the  whole  in  foiiy  quarts 
■hoilmg  water,  for ' tW^hty^fbur;  hours  ; then 
htdxL'to'  ha-l'f  the  'iquantiA^, 

-thtsYTroin  foPf  a-pint  Tb-^^^'cihart^  iuay  >b‘e 

When  the  mouth  is  affefted#  and 

-tery'  pamfiil,  hrom^a'- \db1ent>  falivatton,- the 

folio\vlhg%adi  ma^-he^ 

Take  bf  botakJyOi^  pmkte’:  T)if- 
folye"  it  ‘in . a pint-bf 'water^  land  add 
two  ounces  of- honey • ' ‘'  J''-  " ^ ; V, 

-The  mouth  ^may  be  Trequdntlv^  with 

tjns  a httle  warm.  - •■  •■’  

To' temove  thofe  warts  %hich- forftetimea 
remain  after  gonorrhoea,  1 have  generally 

found  one  of  fhe  folloying'fhc'ceed . h.  j 

XXllL  Take  of  corfofive- Tublimate,  aftq 
crude  “fal  armoniac,"^- each'^  half  aii  ouneet? 

..Piffolve  in  four  ounces. of  water,  -'  • ■ ^ 

' ^ The  antimony  aught  Vo  be  made  Into  M 

a NoduU.  or  tied 'in  a-tag.  otherw,«e  the  dAtoct.oa  w.l! 
Vc  pf  a disag.-ecaWe 
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...The  warts'to  be  o£cariona%  toiiched'with 

, r . ••  I • r\  ' ' * 

'^n'xxIV.  ' Take  of  ^powdered  favin,  two 

drSs;  red  precipitate,  and  corrofive  fubh- 

™''AVl!itle?S  powder  ma^  be- applied 

•^°Tx^v!'^Take''of  bafillcpn  olntment.'.iwo  . 
iounces;  red  precipitate, ‘dwo  drams  : Mik 

Take  of  baTilicon  ointmetif,  two 
'ounces  ; powdered -verdigt^fe,"  one  fcru'plc  : 

Mix  them.  . , ‘ ' 

XXVIl.  Ointment  of  muriated  meremy, 

commonly  called  unguentuni  ri/n/tw;//,  nnxed 

with  three  or  four  times  its  weight  of  hog  s 

lard,  generally  anfvvers  this  purpofc  very 

well. 


OF  PREVENTIVES. 

It  has  been  already  obferved,  that  the 
fafeft  preventive,  and  the  inoft  to  be  de- 
pended on,  is  a folution  of  foap  properly 
r A 

Spirits  are  preferred  by  fome,  and  all  kinds 
of  fpirits  anfvver  equally  well.  , , ^ 

The  following  forms  have  been  thought 

ufeful  as  preventive  lotions  ; 

XXVIII.  Take  of  corrofive  fublimate,  one 

dram  ; Mix  gradually,  by  rubbing  in  a mor- 
tar, 
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tar  with  two  pints  of  freih-made  lime  water 

for  uVe^“^  'he  clear  liquor 

flopped.’'  carefully 

f lime  water.  ' ' 
AAX.  A few  drops  of  cauftic  alkali  or 
frit  • . ith  common  water.  * 

This  fhould  always  be  applied  to  the 
ongue  before  .t  .s  ufed,  to  determine  its 
ftrength,.  which  1^5  known  by  its  removing 
the  mordure,  without  occafioning  pain.  This 
form  is  the  moft  convenient,  as  a quantity 
flifficient  to  ferve  for  a confiderable  time 
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INTRODUCTION. 


O freely  examine  and  corredf  pad  and  prefent  errors. 


and  to  prevent,  if  potdble,  future  delation  in  the  treat- 
ment of  venereal  complaints,  has  thefubtequent  Work  been 
written.  A difcordance  of  opinion  long  prevailed  amongtl 
pradlitioners  of  the  fird  eminence  in  Europe  concerning 
powerful  falivatious.  Adruc  and  Boerhaave  were  its  advo- 
cates, and  mod  of  the  fuperintendants  of  the  principal 
hofpitals  in  France,  Italy,  Germany,  Holland,  &c.  im- 
plicitly adhered  to  the  dodtrine;  though  many  of  the  fame 
furgeons,  in  their  private  practice,  were  lefs  violent  in  the 
adminidration  of  mercury,  and  yet  etfedlually  'cured  the 
generality  of  patients  *. 

The  irregularities  in  diet  of  the  inferior  cladcs  of  people, 
their  expofure  to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  and'  va- 
rious irrational  conduct,  have  been  produced  as  a plea  for 
continuing  the  drong  falivating  modes,  to  prevent  difap- 
pointment.  The  reafons  are  forcible;  but  yet  the  condi- 
tion of  the  afdi6ted  indigent  maybe  meliorated;  efi modus  hi 
rebus.  The  following  produ6Uon  inculcates  milder  modes 
of  treatment,  with  numerous  prefcriptions,  in  fome  retpedts 
different  from  any  fuggeded,  and  fevercly  arraigns  the 
hazardous  pradlices  of  udng  adringcnt  injcdtions,  or  omit- 
ting the  adminidration  of  mild  mercurials,  in  the  frefh-con- 
tradled  venereal  poifon,  when  fituated  in  the  urethra.  Such 
dyptic  applications,  and  irrational  omidions,  have  been 
irrefutably  proved  to  be  productive  of  the  confirmed  lues, 

* 111  fome  places  on  the  Continent,  within  thcfe  lall  forty  years,  many 
furgeons  and  phyficians  have  entirely  rejeded  powerful  falivations.  To 
their  improved  and  fuccefsful  praftice  I have  been  an  eye-witnefs. 


and 
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and  of  fome  of  the  mod  afflidting  complaints  man  can 
fufFer,  namely,  dreadful  obflru6lions  in  the  evacuation  of 
urine,  fooner  or  later  in  life.  Extra6ls  from  the  writings 
of  the  moll  learned  pra6litioners,  that  ever  appeared  in  the 
world,  are  produced,  to  the  number  of  for-ty,  many  of 
whom  have  reprobated,  in  the  ftrongefi;  terms,  the  enter- 
prifing  and  injurious  treatment;  a treatment  which  has  been 
the  adlual  fource  of  numerous  bougie  cafes,  fo  highly  dlf- 
troliing  and  difficult  of  cure  *. 

An  exitting  evil  is  rarely  cured  by  an  evil  of  greater 
magnitude. — Cauftic  bougies,  burning  the  acutely  fenhble 
urinary  canal,  have  not,  in  general,,  anfwered  the  inten- 
tions of  the  praditioners,  who  have  lately  revived  or 
adopted  the  cruel  application  ; but,  on  the  contrary,  as 
might  have  been  forefeen,  have  caufed,  in  too  many 
in  fiances,  irreparable  mifchief.  The  method  is  irrational  in 

* I was  confulted  by  a married  gentleman  within  thefe  few  days,  for 
whom  an  ajiringait  injeftion  was  prefcribed  by  a refpedfable  furgeon,  to 
Ipeedily  cure  a clap;  a contradtion  of  the  neck  of  the  bladder  followed  its 
life,  and  a dreadfully  painful  inflammation  and  fupprefliou  of  urine,  and 
other  confequences  fimilar  to  the  cafe,  page  129.  After  much  mifery,  blood 
ifllied,  which  the  artifl:  pretended  was  a happy  circumflance,  for  it  would 
remove  the  inflammation  and  flridfure.  The  fame  artful  pretext  has  been 
ufed  by  the  urethral  eaujlicators  when  large  bleedings  have  happened.  What ! 
are  inflammations  in  thofe  tender  parts  to  be  raflily  produced,  that  haemorrhage 
may  remove  the  mifchiefs  of  bad  pradtice  ? In  the  foregoing  cafe,  half  an 
ounce  of  faccharum  faturrii  was  ordered  to  be  diflblved  in  eight  ounces  of 
. diftilled  water— half  an  ounce  of  what  is  called  cerujfa  acetata!  Ought 
not  a medical  Board  of  Control  to  be  inftituted,  to  examine  and  reflraiii 
fuch  frightfully  dangerous  preferi[?tions?  The  parties  do  not  feem  to  know 
the  diflerence  between  the  living  and  dead  penis;  nor  that  the  urethra 
will  fcarcely  bear  one  grain  of  corrofive  (nblimate,  or  eight  grains  of  vitrio* 
ium  alburn,  to  eight  ounces  of  water.  The  urethra  is  nearly  as  fenfible  as 
the  eye ; which  Plenck,  Ilalkr,  and  others  have  jirovcd.  I have  the  pre- 
fcriptipn,  and  many  others  fimilar,  in  my  poiTeflion,  or  I could  not  have 
fuppofed  fuch  pradlice  poffible.  The  life  of  the  above  patient  will  be  faved ; 
tut  he  may  long  feel  the  effedts  of  tiie  rafli  ire.atrnent. 

2 ' ^ principle, 
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principle,  and  often  deftru6live  in  confeqiicnces.  This 
may  be  eafily  accounted  for,  by  tbofe,  who  will  accurately 
refle(ft  on  the  membranous  flrudlure  of  the  urinary  canal, 
corpjis  Jpongio/uni^  et  corpora  cavernof a pmh  \ the  pendulous^ 
relaxed  and  fhortened,  or  the  eredl  and  extended  ftate  of 
the  membrum  virile  \ the  exquitite  fentibility  and  fundlions 
of  all  the  procreative  and  adjacent  parts,  their  nervous 
fympathy,  that  cicatrices  from  burns  commonly  leave  a 
contradion,  &c.  &c.  Anatomy,  phytiology,  pathology,, 
ditTe6lions  poji  mortem,  experience  and' clear  conclutive  rca- 
foning,  all  militate  againft  the  violent  remedies  adopted  *. 

The  application  of  the  cautlic  is  proved  not  to  have 
originated  with  the  late  celebrated  Mr.  John  Hunter;  but 
with  others,  at  dilFerent  periods,  for  above  two  centuries; 
and,  they  have  always  been  condemned  by  fkill  and  fcience. 
The  proofs  are  evident,  by  quotations  from  the  writings 
of  many,  with  the  deleterious  effects  of  the  pra61ice,  as  a 
warning  to  future  adventurous  caulticators  I 

The  inildeft  and  inoft  fuccefsful  plans  of  treatment  are 
. ne;it  produced,  for  cafes  of  urethral  Jlridur^,  with  the 
compotition  of  the  celebrated  bougies  of  M.  Daran,  ia 
the  words  of  the  author ; to  enable  every  humane  fur- 
geon  to  relinquifli  the  hazardous  cauftic  pra (Slice,  in  favour 
of  the  communicated  modes,  in  which  there  is  neither 
ritk,  danger,  nor  fatality! 

In  SjcIwIh  Medicma^  TJniverJalis  Nova  ■J'  the  anatomy, 

phytiology, 

* How  can  any  man,  converfant  in  praiflice,  rationally  expcft  that  exco- 
riation, or  nicer  produced  by  the  fiery  cauftic,  fliould  be  more  eafily  cured,  or 
lefts  liable  to  contradion  or  callofity  than  from  any  other  caufte?  What 
magic  charm  can  make  the  cauftic  ad  only  on  the  dileafte  caufing  the  impedi- 
ment? Anatomical  fads  after  death  prove  the  contrary;  for  frightful  and 
fatal  devaftation  of  parts,  never  intended  to  have  been  injured,  has  been 
perceived,  when  too  late  to  be  remedied. ' 

t Schola  Mediciux  Univsrfalis  Nova;  contlncns  Hiftoriam  Medicinae, 

Anatorftiam, 
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phyfiology,  and  pathology  of  each  particular  part  are  C3C- 
liibitcd  in  an  cntiiely  new  and  compendious  viewj  to 
abridge  medical  fludles ; the  trcatlfes  on  female  nervous, 
putrid  dlfeafer,  eye,  gout,  &c.  &c.  In  the  Rational  Prac- 
tice of  Phyfic  j|,  are  founded  on  dedudllons  from  anatomi- 
cal fadls  and  lucccfsful  cures  ; In  the  whole  of  which,  un- 
proved atlertlons  are  excluded,  and  little  admitted,  except 
abfolute  truths.  The  fame  fentiraents  pervade  the  whole 
of  the  prefent  performance.  Not  only  jthis  treat  Ife,  but  the 
other  more  elaborate  works  arc  levelled  againft  all  hypothefis 
nnfupported  by  the  mptl  determined  and  fuccefsful  cure  of 
diteates.  T.  he  flights  of  a warm  imagination  may  pleafe, 
attradf,  and  delude  credulous  minds  ; but  they  have  always 
produced  mifchief  in  the  art  of  medicine,  and  frequently 
dettruv?iion  to  fociety. 

The  different  fubjccts  abound  with  numerous  refledllons, 
obfervatlons,  and  fentiments,  which  may  be  of  ufe  to  all 
junior  pradfitioners,  who  are  dlfpofed  to  receive  inflrudtion 
from  thole  fldlful  fenlors  and  predecefTors,  whofe  long 
experience,  ripened  judgment,  learning,  and  integrity,  have 
enabled  them  to  warn  the  unwary,  and  to  inculcate  the 
fafeft  modes  of  treating  various  dileafes. 

The  art  of  phytic  is  not  narrow  and  contradled  ; nor  Is 
it  to  be  founded  on  a few  jejune  principles,  as  fome  have 
pretended;  it  is  copious  and  extentive,  includes  almotl 
every  branch  of  fcience,  and  all  the  innumerable  varieties 
to  be  found  in  human  nature.  A learned,  a very  learned 
education  in  the  art,  thevetore,  is  ftrcnuoufly  recommended, 
in  dircdl  contradidtion  to  lliole  narrow  precepts,  that  have 

y\ilatoniiam,  PhyTiologigm  atque  Pathologicmi  fpecialem,  cum  6S  Tabulis 
a;ne;s.  Au-ftore  Glulielmo  Rowlcv,  M.  D.  UniverPtatis  Oxon.  Colleg.  Re<>:al. 
?Jedicorum  Lonclincnfis,  S:c.  &c. — iN’ewbery.  A work  of  twenty -fix  years 
labour  and  ftucly,  in  two  quarto  La;in  volumes. 

II  The  Rational  Pradice  of  Phyfic,  in  four  volumes  otflavo,  publiHied  by 
Nfvybery,  and  all  bookfcllers. 
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[ jately  bewildered  the  intelledtuals,  without  informing  or 
[ fatisfying  the  judgment.  It  is  proved,  that  a knowledge 
in  the  art  of  medicine  is  as  ufeful  in  furgery,  and  particu- 
larly in  treating  venereal  complaints,  as  'the  mofl  fkilful 
modes  of  performing  manual  operations. 

Many  profeffional  truths,  expreffed  with  afperity  of 
language,  will  appear  in  different  parts  of  the  work  ; in 
which,  however,  no  perfonal  offence  is  intended.  It  is 
the  age  of  infane  projedts  and  poifonous  experiments,  and 
the  augmenting  evils  ought  to  be  fpiritedly  oppofed.  It  is 
enough  to  excite  the  mofl  lively  indignation  in  the  breafi; 
of  every  experienced  medical  obferver,  pofrefiing.fenfibilit}", 
to  fee  human  beings  become  the  devoted  vicSlims  to  wanton 
projedls,  unneceflary  barbarity,  and  fometimes,  to  the  idle, 
vifionary  conceits  of  youthful  inexperience,  pride,  and  ob- 
ftinacy  ! 

May  the  prayer  of  the  immortal  poet,  in  future,  ever  be 
iippermofl,  and  pervade  the  mind  of  all  profeffors  and  prac- 
tifers  in  the  humane  art  of  medicine : 

“ Teach  me  to  feee  another’s  woe!” 

It  may  be  reafonably  afked,  \yhat  claim  has  the  prefent  au- 
thor to  attention  ? What  right  has  any  individual  to  cenfure 
errors,  and  to  dictate  to  the  faculty  the  indifpenfable  duties 
they  owe  to  fociety  ? None  ! except  a warm  affedlion  and 
regard  for  the  honour  of  the  healing  art,  an  impulfive  zeal 
to  alleviate  human  fufferings,  and  abundant  opportunities  in 
many  parts  of  the  world,  befides  Great  Britain,  of  obfervlng 
the  mofl  extenfive  practice,  in  all  branches  of  medicine  for 
above  forty  years ; a conftant  pradtice,  that,  perhaps,  few 
individuals  evef  enjoyed  for  fo  long  a period 

As 
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^ After  being  tea  years  in  the  unconfined  and  diligent  ftiidy  and  praftice 
of  anatomy,  furgery,  phyfic,  &:c.  in  many  parts  of  the  world;  in  i;66  I 
fettled  in  London,  and,  in  imitation  of  many  excellent  praftitioners  of  that 
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As  to  right,  every  profeffional  individual  has  aii  un- 
doubted right  to  detedl,  expofe,  and  remove,  if  poffible, 
all  errors  and  dangerous  treatment  from  the  art,  efpecially 
if,  at  the  fame  time,  milder  and  more  fuccefsful  modes  be 
communicated.  How  far  thefe  intentions  have  been  ac- 
complifhed,  in  the  former  works,  or  on  the  prefent  occa- 
lion,  muft  be  left  to  the  confideration  of  the  learned  andl 
candid;  or  perhaps  to  futurity,  when  the  author,  the* 
promoters  and  abettors  of  the  cenfured  practices,  and  the 
illiberal  private  oppofers  of  interefting  public  truths,  ihall 
be  no  more  ! 

Saville  RoWy  St.  James's, 

March  24,  1800. 

day,  opened  my  houfe  without  any  reftriftion  for  giving  profeffional  afliftance* 
to  all  the  poor  w'ho  applied,  for  about  twenty-two  years.  Some  thoufandsi 
were  relieve^sumially.  About  twelve  years  ago  I relint^uiflied  this  pradtice;,; 
but  not  before  I caught  a putrid  fever  that  had  nearly  proved  fatal.  Nearr 
twelve  years  I have  been  phyfician  to  that  excellent  inftitution  the  St.  Mary- 
le-bone  Infirmary ; where  are  feen  more  patients,  in  every  diforder  incident  to) 
the  hurhan  body,  of  all  ages,  fexes,  &c.  than  at  any  fingle  hofpital  in  London. 
How  that  place  is  conduced,  the  profefiion  well  know.  It  is,  therefore,, 
noton  flight  grounds,  nor  on  trifling  information,  that  fuch  fieedom  is  ufed. 
in  differing  from  many  other  praftitioners,  of  perhaps  lefs  experience.  'It  is5 
not  on  the  plea  of  very  old  age,  but  on  the  plea  of  extenfive  obfervation: 
and  unremitting  application  to  praftical  faas,  that  the  prefent  doftrines  are- 
promulgated  ; for  it  is  poffible  for  a phyfician  to  grow  old  without  the  benefitt 
of  experience,  ifhispraaice  and  opportunities  be  contrafted,  or  if  his  mind 
be  biaffed  with  prejudices,  which  neither  reafon,  refledipn,  nor  ill  fuccefs 
in  praaice,  can  eradicate. 
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putrid  difeafes;  but  by  the  Author’s  mode  of  treatment  not  above  6 in  100,  as  hath 
been  fhown  at  the  St.  Mary-le-bone  Infirmary,  how  the  horrid  accidents  from  the  bite 
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&c.  See.  The  whole,  the  roult  oflong/ludy  and  ei;tenlive  experience. 
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CHANGE  OF,  CONSTITUTIONS  AND  DISORDERS  SINCE  ITS  A?» 

I 

PEARANCE,  AND  ITS  COMBINATION  WITH  THE  SEA 
SCURVY,  AND  SCROFULA,  OR  KJNG’s  EVIL, 

N 

difcoveries  of  great  inlportance  to  the  commercial  wofld, 
the  life  of  the  magnet  in  diredling  the  mariner’s  compafs,  and 
the  tranfatlantic  regions  of  America,  were  fucceeded  by  two  evils  of 
great  magnitude,  the  fea  fcurvy  and  the  venereal  dfeaje*.  Thefc 
diforders  fingly,  or  combined,  and  other  phyfical  effedls  of  extenfive 
commerce,  have  prevailed,  in  a certain  degree,  through  moft  parts 
of  Europe,  changed  the  face  of  many  difeafes,  as  defcribed  and  cured 
by  the  ancients  t,  and  have  given  rife  to  a more  extenfive  ufe  of 
mineral  remedies;};. 

The  venereal  difeafe  appeared,  originally,  in  Europe  foon  after 
the  return  of  Chriftopher  Columbus  from  the  difcovery  of  America, 
about  the  year  i'493. 

* The  land  fcurvy  had  been  feen  anciently  in  camps,  and  mentioned  even  by 
Pliny  others;  but  this,  though  fimilar  in  many  fymptoms,  was  not  what 
we  now  ftriftly  call  the  fea  fcurny,  which  arifes  from  long  fea  voyages,  fait  pro- 
vifions,  &c,  &c.  Inflammatory  difeafes  are  lefs,  low  nervous,  more  frequent. 

t To  thofe  difeafes  may  be  added,  that  chronic  complaint  of  the  lympha- 
tic  or  abforbent  vfflels  and  glands,  called  the  fcrofula  or  Vmg^s  evil-,  which, 
though  not  a modern  affedlion,  yet  has  been  more  frequent  fince  the  venereal 
ww  has  fo  univerfally  prevailed,  and  fince  the  ftnall-pox  has  been  communU 
cated  by  inoculation,  without  regarding  the  fuhjedb,  or  being  particularly  ac- 
quainted  with  the  conftitiition,  from  which  the  matter  of  infedtion  was  taken 
Whoever  refledis  on  the  venereal  infection  being  conveyed  to  the  conflitutioa 
by  the  abforbent  fyflem,  and  fees  that  the  virus  often  attacks  the  lymphatic 
glands  m the  groin,  axilla,  and  other  parts,  will  eafily  conceive  that  the  fea 
fcurvy,  fcrofula.  and  venereal  difeafe,  in  tin-  fame  conftitution,  mufl'  make  fad 
havoc,  and  impede  the  cure  of  venereal  fymptoms : thefe  circumflances  I have 
frequently  fecn  very  embarrafling  to  the  nioft  fkilful  pr.iftition*fS., 
t As  mercury,  antimony,  chalybeates,  vitriolics,  &c. 
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The  diforder  is  communicated  from  infedled  perfons  to  others 
untainted,  in  various  modes ; but  principally  by  the  commerce  of  th« 
fexes  during  the  adl  of  coition. 

DESCRIPTION  AND  DREA-DFUL  CONSEQUENCES  TO  THE 

SUFFERERS, 

On  the  firft  appearance  of  this  horrid  diforder  in  Europe  the  phy- 
ficians,  as  ufual  on  all  fimilar  occafions,  entered  into  violent  difputes 
Concerning  its  nature,  analogy  to  other  morbid  affedlions,  and  claflx- 
fication.  Surprifed  at  the  defolating  effeds  of  this  novel  deftroyer 
of  human  tranquillity  and  pleafure,  this  alarming  curb  to  the  free 
enjoyment  of  fenfual  gratification,  the  phyficlans  and  the  unfortunate 
vidims  to  its  cruel  ravages  were  thrown  into  the  utmoft  confterna- 
tion,  difmay,  and  mifery.  The  venereal  infedion  was  confidered 
with  fo  much  abhorrence  and  deteftation  by  fociety,  fo  difgraceful  to 
human  decency  and  charader,  that  thoufands  perifhed  through  con- 
cealment, and,  perhaps,  millions  by  t|ie  affedion  itfelf,  before 
adequate  remedies  were  invented,  or  applied  fufficiently  powerful  to 
lepel  the  invading  and  ravaging  enemy  The  unfortunate  fufferers 
were' frequently  abandoned  to  their  wretched  fate,  the  recital  of  whofc 
prefling  and  various  afflidions  would  ftrike  fenfibility  and  humanity 
■\vith  horror,  and  fill  the  world  with  tragic  feenes,  far  above  the 
fublimefl;  pathos  of  all  poetic  fidion.  Numbers  were  cut  down  in  the 
prime  of  life,  others  lingered  through  inexpreflible  woe  and  mifery, 
were  deferted  by  their  neare ft  relatives  and  the  reft  of  mankind  t.  No 

balm 

• For  particular  accounts  and  deferiptions  fee  Laurentius  Frifius,  i494r 
Jacob.  Catineus  dc  Morbo  Gallico,  1494.  Exortus  efl  (fays  this  author)  in 
Italia  monftrofus  morbus,  nullis  ante  feculis  vifus  totoque  orbe  terraruiu 
incognitus. 

Nic.  Leonicenus.  Novam  banc  luem  nunquam  a veteribus  vifam ; et  ideo  a 
nullo  medico  vel  Gra:co  vel  Arabe  inter  alia  morborum  genera,  tadam.  See 
Ekewife  Pjofp.  Borgarutius,  who  fays,  Partes  obfeena:  afficiuntur,  hoc  ed  n)irga, 
glans,  preputium,  coles,  ciinnus,  anus,  primps  aggrelTus  patiuntur;  delude  fen- 
lim  in  omne  corpus,  virus  perreptat,  faevilque.  The  diforder  has  continued  iii 
a fimilar  manner  to  this  very  day. 

t The  period  when  the  venereal  difeafe  was  known  in  Europe  is  well  eda- 
'blUlied  by  the  ad  of  the  parliament  of  Parts,  dated  6th  Marcli  1496  ; in  which  all 
the  poxed  fubjeds  were  ordered  to  quit  the  city  of  Paris,  under  pain  of  deaths 

or  capital  punijhwm.  JBecawir,  fays  the  preamble,  for  two  years  has  been 
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baTtfi  of  comfort  was  afforded  to  many  wretched  objects  of  venerejA 
contagion ; they  were  lligmatized  with  the  bitt'ereft  reproach ; without 
a fympathizing  friend  to  clofe  their  eyes,  they  died  in  obfcurity,  un- 
pitied. Is  it  poffible  to  conceive  a greater  accumulation  of  humaa 
affliction  ? . . 1 


MERCURY  ifs  OrtLY  TRUE  SPECIFIC. 

In  the  courfe  of  many  years*  of  horrid  hniifery,  violent  difputation, 
and  induflrious  inveftigation,  ai  mod  important  difcovery  checked  the 
deffruClive  progfefs  of  the  venereal  difeafe  ; this  was  the  grand  fpecific 
MERCURY.  Without  the  ufe  of  this  valuable  and  generous  mineral, 
miferable  mufl:  have  continued  the  flate  of  ihan  5 for  vaft  regions 
rfmft  have  been  partially  depopulated,  and  rhany  of  the  .'remaining 
human  beings  might  have  become  the  devoted  viflims  to  painful  ap- 
prehenfion,  difeafe,  ahdmifery*.  There  are  few' of  the  male  fex, 
efpecially  in  large  cities,  who  efcape  this  common  ihfeCtion,  at  one 
time  of  life  or  other.  Millions,  perhaps  myriads,  of  fives  have  been 
preferved  by  the  application  of  mercury,  and  many  have  perilhed 
from  the  illiberal  oppofition  to  its  falutary  ufe;  for,  like  all  other 
laudaible  inventions,  it  was  violently  oppofed  and  rejeCled  by  many 
eminent  pralClitioners  on"  its  firft  introduction.  Even  now,  its  ap- 
plication is  forbid  by  fome  novices  in  the  art,  more  attached  to  fpe- 
culatiohs  than  found  and  fuccefsful  praClice  ; in  cafes  too,  that  require 
its  prorh'pt  and  excellent  affiftance.  Time  ailone,  the  clearer  of  all 
doubts,  will  Ihow  the  fhocking  effeCls  of.  their  temerity  and  per- 


fpreading  a contagious  diforder,  called  grojfe  <v^ole^  therefore  it  was  fit  to  make 
provifion,  &:c.  Thus,  the  diforder  had  been  fpreading  for  two  years,  fince  it 
made  its  firft  appearance  in  1494,  fo  as  to  oblige  the  niagiftrates  to  frame  laws 
for  thfe  prefervation  of  the  people. 

Laurentius  Frifmi  de  Morbo  Galileo.  Anno  Chrifii  1496  efferbuit  quidem 
morbus  atrocilfiirms,  irruens  in  homines  fifevo  morfu  Ulcerum  glandularum 
et  durifiimorum  dolorum,  adeo  notabili  cruciata,  quod  finguli  videntes  obfiu* 
puere:  nam  incognitos  et  invifus  erat  hie  pefiifer  morbus,  non  tantum  vuigo, 
verum  etiamdoflis,  et  in  facra  mcdicina  cruditis.  Ingruit  et  tarn  mira  tumuU 
tuatio  in  pldbe,  qiiod  leproli  nolebaht  habitare  cum  hoQ  morbo  infedis.  Pau~ 
feres,  hoc  malo  laborantes,  exfcllebantur  ab  hominum  conw,fatio?ie,  tanquam  furJ. 
Lemursi  cadaver,  dcrelidtum  a medicis;  et  habitabaiit  in  ar^h  et  fyl^\s.~\\tx&  we 
fee  the  wretched  fate  ot  the  poor,  afflidted  with  this  diforder,  difearded  by  all 
fociety ; even  lepers  avoided  the  afflidled  as  though  they  were  a peftilence  The 
unfortunate  were  configned  to  dens,  woods,  and  mountains  ; even  their  parents 
and  funuly  would  have  no  commerce  with  tliem,  through  fear  of  infedfion. 
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fevering  prefamption ; but  it  is  to  be  lamented,  that  the  unfortunate, 
credulous  patients,  who  become  the  dupes  to  many  novel  inlatuations, 
are  to  be  the  injured  fufFerers  thrcugh  life*, 

Artifice  and  effrontery  may  raife  a clamour  againfl  this  OPTIMUS 
GENERIS  hUmani  CONSERVATOR ; but  it  maybe  depended  on, 
that  all  the  pretenfions  of  curing  venereal  infedions.  without  mer- 
cury, are  the  fedudive  delufions  of  defigning  men,  who,  whilll 
they  promulgate  their  fpecious  deceptions,  are  fecretly  diffolving  thjs 
drug  in  different  compofitions.  This  is  no  new  trick,  for  it  has 
been  the  fineffe  ofbbafters,  pretenders,  and  deceivers,  for  above  two 
centuries  ; but  to  fee  the  unfufpicious  part  of  the  faculty  run  full 
fpeed  after  thefe  abfurdities,  and  cruelly  fuffer  their  patients  tolofe  that 
precious  time,  in  the  purfuit  of  crafty  deceit  oy  whimfical  projeds, 
which  might  be  much  better  employed  in  refloring  them  to  perfed 
health,  is  fuffipient  to  excite  the  moft 'lively  indignation  in  the  breaft 
of  every  honourable,  experienced,  and  humane  pradiiioner. 

Three  ages,  almoft,  have  confirmed  the  great  utility  of  the  all- 
POWe;rfui,  mineral,  even  while  its  application  was  not  well 
<:omprehended.  The  improved  and  refined  adminiftration  of  mer- 
cury, to  the  great  variety  of  cafes  that  continually  occur,  was 
gradually  introduced,  and  particularly  referved  for  the  prefeni  and 
future  race.  The  accurate  ufe  of  this  grand  fpecific  is  clearly  and 
pradically  determined,  though  perhaps  not  univerfally  known. 

FORMER  INJUDICIOUS  ROUGH  PRACTICES. 

In  recent  infedions,  formerly,  violent  aloetic  and  colocynth 
purges,  gamboge,  elaterium,  hellebore,  fcammony,  &c.  were  united 
with  calomel,  turbith  mineral,  white  or  red  precipitated  mercury, 
and  mercurials  to  the  enormous  dofe  of  ten,  twenty,  or'thirty  grains 
alterno  quoque  wane.  Incurable  gleets  and  fliattered  conftitutions  were 
among  the  leafl:  ill  confequences  of  thefe  pradices.  The  moft 
violent  fluxing  falivations  were  excited  by  fimilar  remedies,  fome- 
times  with,  an^,  at  times,  without  mercurial  fridions.  The  lofs  of 

« It  feems,  by  varipus  authors,  that  cmpif'cs  firh  pfed  argentum  njivum.  I 
have  Nicolaus  Leonicenus,  Ulricus  de  Hutten,  Petrus  Andreas  Matheolo 
Sinenfie,  Laiirentiiis  Frifips,  Joannes  Ahnenar  Hifpanus,  Angdus  Bologniniis, 
Nicolaus  Poll,  Joannes  Antonins  Bologniniis,  all  in  one  volume,  publiflied  at 
Venice  1535.  Poll  is  dated  1517.  Argentum  ntimm  was  well  known  in  oint- 
ments, called,  by  fome,  remedium  emjiincorutttf  and  its  ufe  oppofcd. 
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"the  teeth,  gums,  and  even,  fometimes,  the  eyes,  nofe,  uvula  an<i 
palate,  accompanied  with  horrid  ftinking  breath,  foul  fetid  ulcers  of 
the  mouth  and  tongue,  throat,  &c.  incurable  diarrhoea,  dyfentery,  or 
bloody  flux,  were  among  the  gentled  evils  qf  the  rough  and  coarfe 
modes  of  treatment  ufually  adopted  in  the  confirmed  lues  venerea 
by  many  eminent  pradlitioners. 

FATALITY  OF  VIOLENT  TREATMENT. 

Many  perlfhed  under  the  torturing  courfes,  or,  if  they  furvived, 
their  lives  were,  frequexnly,  fufpended  only  to  breathe  the  remainder, 
of  a wretched  exiftence  in  continual  excruciating  torture  and  dire 
vexation,  until  death,  welcome  death,  put  a final  period  to  the  ut- 
moft  bounds  of  accumulated  mifery. 

THE  treatment  OF  VENEREAL  AFFECTIONS  GRADUALLY  ' 

IMPROVED. 

■ The  rational  cure  of  venereal  complaints  has  been  gradually  me-  ^ 
liorating  for  half  a century;  and  the  united  labours  of  the  mod; 
celebrated  phyficians  and  furgeons  in  Europe  have  tended  to  extinguifh 
the  venereal  virus,  without  injury  to  the  condituiions  of  the  fufferers. 
To  this  lad,  important  objedt,  have  the  dudies  of  the  Ikilfulled; 
praflitioners  been  cliredled,  and  they  have  fucceeded,  as  far  as  cafes, 
climates,  and  conditntions  will  admit:  thus  has  their  indefatigable 
indudry  been  rewarded.  Mankind  reap  the  benefit.  Recourfe  is 
not  had,  now,  to  many  draflic  and  violent  remedies,  with  which  all 
the  profeluonal  works  of  our  ancedors  abound.  Pad  experience  and 
pad  misfortune  had  awakened  fenfibility,  and  the  art  of  treating  the 
venereal  difeafe  had  arrived  at  a great  degree  of  perfedlion  under  the 
diredfion  of  the  learned  and  experienced  of  the.  profeflion.  If  prac- 
titioners had  been  contented  with  fuccefs,  or  had  judicioudy  and 
gradually  engrafted  any  new  materials  on  the  old  and  experienced 
(lock  of  fcience,  without  attempting  to  dedroy  the  refpedlable  fabric, 
all  would  have  continued  fafe  and  fecure : the  diforder,  annually, 
would  have  been  rendered  milder,  and  its  mod  ravaging  fymptoms 
might  in  time  be  extinguidied,  by  avoiding  thofe  injudicious  projeAs, 
lately  adopted,  that  have  revived,  or  laid  the  foundation  of  the  con- 
firmed lues,  or  other  dreadful  evils,  which  daily  make  their  appear- 
ance, Every  laudable  endeavour  to  acquire  excellence  in  the  healing 
5 ' art 
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art  demands  the  gratefullefl:  acknowledgments  of  all  human  foclety  ;; 
but  it  has  ever  been  the  fate  of  medicine,  in  every  age,  to  fuffer 
temporary  diftiirbance  and  injury  from  the  vain,  chimerical  conceits 
of  infatuated  vifionifts,  or  daring  projedors,  who,  by  plaufible  arts,, 
obtain  the  ear  and  attention  of  an  abufed  public.  When  mankind 
grant  unlimited  faith  to  the  workers  of  wonders,  they  are  often, 
brought  to  fmcere  and  forrowful  repentance. 

SUCCESSFUL  PRACTICE  NOT  TO  SE  CHANGED  ON  SLIGHT 

grounds. 

\ f 

It  Is  highly  commendable  to  remedy  the  defeds  of  an  improveable; 
art  j but  it  is  equally  reprehenfible  to  fap  the  foundation  of  all  true 
knowledge  eftablifhed  by  experience,  to  make  way  for  the  pradical 
application  of  futile  fpeculations  and  untried  experiments.  An  igno- 
rance of  the  fecurefl  and  fafeft  rhodes  of  treating  the  venereal  infec- 
tion, wlien  recent,  or  a reliance  on  many  modern  pretenOons  of 
men  who  wi(h  to  appear  fingular,  are  the  principal  caufes  of  innu- 
merable evils,  which  daily  follow,  and  render  human  beings  permai- 
nently  miferable.  New  projeds  frequently  produce  new  evils.  If 
the  recent  infedion  be  judicioufly  managed,  the  confirmed  pox,  with 
all  its  dreadful  concomitants,  would  rarely  appear;  but  feme,  by 
irrational  pradices,  feem  determined  to  promote  the  continuance  of 
the  lues  venerea  conjirmaia  from  age  to  age,  as  thoiigli  it  were  an  here- 
ditary efiate  entailed  on  man  from  generation  to  generation.  This 
does  not  appear  fo  much  to  originate  in  a defire  of  promoting  fo 
lucrative  a branch  of  the  profeffion,  as  in  a determined  and  perverfe 
obflinacy  in  error,  and  a blind  credulity  in  temporary  prejudices. 
Wifdom  fuffers  felf-examination,  and  corrects  miftakes ; pride  and 
arrogance  never  fnppofe  the  polfibility  of  defeds  ! 

It  is  much  more  congenial  to  every  liberal  mind  to  praife  extraor- 
dinary excellence,  or  even  to  acquiefee  in  the  narrow  limits  of 
indolent  mediocrity,  than  to  have  the  difagreeable  neceflity  of  ex- 
prefiing  difapprobation,  and  fevere  cenfure,  on  dangerous  prejudices 
and  fatal  prefumption.  The  demon  of  hypothefis  Units  forth  with 
fuch  gigantic  and  deadly  flrides,  in  various  departments  of  medicine; 
that  it  becomes  the  duty  of  every  honourable  man  in  the  profeffion 
to  affilt  in  crufhing  the  hydra-headed  monflcr.  Nothing  but  the 
Herculean  club  of  truth  can  totally  yanquifli  the  variegated  colours  and 

wild 
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ivild  pretenfions  of  daring  innovation  ; plaufible  in  appearance,  but 

deleterious  in  confequences.  Morality  demands  the  attempt,  but  the 
event  muft  be  left  to  time,  refledion,  and  circumftances.  The 
reafons  tor  this  exordium  will  be  amply  manifefted  in  the  fublequent 
animadverfions,  dedicated  to  humanity,  and  to  the  ufe  of  the  pre- 
fcnt  and  rifing  generation. 


On  the  properties  of  the  venereal  virus,  and  oenerai, 

MODES  OF  REMOVING  IT  FROM  THE  HUMAN  BODY. 

THE  fpecific  principles,  or  particles,  of  the  venereal  poifon,  have 
eluded  all  the  refcarches  of  chemical  or  phyliological  induftry.  The 
difeafe  is  only  known  to  be  in  the  habit  by  its  elfeds,  audits  cure 
by  mercury  has  been  acquired  by  long  experience  : for  no  hypothefis, 
hitherto  publifhed,  explains,  in  a fatisfadory  manner,  how  mercury 
extinguilhes  the  venereal  infedion.  The  poifonous  particles  arc 
different  from  all  other  contagion,  and  the  affedion  is  nuajma  Jui 
generis.  It  is  extreipely  fubtile  and  penetrating,  for  it  enters  the 
minuteft  poreS  of  our  body,  and,  from  contad,  is  conveyed  by  the 
lymphatics  into  the  habit.  It  is  acrid  and  irritating,  and  has  an 
affinity  with  oleous  and  mucal  fluids  ; from  hence  it  afieds,  particu- 
larly, the  muciparous  and  lymphatic  glands.  It  is  neither  determined 
to  be  acid,  alcaline,  putrid,  nor  faline.  In  the  night  ir  rages  moft, 
and  cannot  be  deftroyed  by  any  other  means  than  mercury.  It  is  not 
generated  fpontaneoufly  in  the  body,  but  always  acquired  from  pre- 
vioufly  infeded  perfons.  It  is  communicated  by  the  mother  to  the 
feetus  before  birth,  or  received  by  ladation,  coition,  or  by  con- 
tad,  if  the  (kill  be  chapped  or  abraded  ; by  killing,  drinking ; by 
infeded  linen  or  clothes  ; touch,  or  by  an  infeded  lancet,  &c. 

The  effe^s  of  venereal  poifon  are,  irritation,  from  whence  inflam- 
mation, mutation  and  perverfion  of  parts,  caufing  a puriform  efflux, 
indurations  of  glands,  abfeefs,  difeafes  of  the  periofteum,  or  larda- 
ceous  ulcers,  &c.  &c. 

The  miajrna  may  be  abforbed  from  the  part  firft  infeded,  and 

* See  the  celebrated  Van  Swicten,  Comment.  I.  v.  p.  378. 
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conveyed  into  the  eonftitutloh.  'I’he  direafe  may  be  aptly  divided' 
imp  topic,  or  local,  univerfal,  larvated,  and  complicated. 

/ The  cure  requires  the  removal  of  the  venereal  poifon^  and  a repa- 
ration  of  the  parts,  as  much  as  poffible,  depravated  by  its  poifonous 
and  devaftating  powers.^ 

Numerous  are  the  remedies  that  have  been  ufed,  applauded,  and, 
frequently  excluded  from  their  violence  of  a£lion,  or  inefficacy  ; 
fome  former  celebrated  medicines  are  only  applied  now  as  auxiliaries, 
zsfarfaparilla,  ligmm  guaiacum,  radix  chince,  JaJJ'afras,  &c.  &c. 

Millions  of  experiments  prove  that  mercury  is  the  only,  the  beft, 
and  fafefl:  antidote  for  venereal  infedlion.  The  modes  of  applying 
mercury  are  external  and  internal. 

Tne  external  methods  arc  by  mercurial  frI£lion,  fumigations  of 
Cinnabar,  warm  baths,  compofed  of  aqueous  folutions  ot  hydrargyrut 
7tiut iatuSy  which  lalf  few  ufe.  The  internal  are,  fimple  mercuiy,  ert 
mixed,  or  prepared  with  acids,  &c.  The  anointing  with  mercury  is 
divided  into  two  modes  of  treatment — by  powerful  Jalivaiioji,  or  by 
exttndlion  of  the  difeafe  without  falivation,  or  with  a very  flight 
ptyalifm  ; warm  baths  to  the  number  of  thirty,  with  light  friaions 
every  other,  or  every  third  day;  and  by  aperients,  occafionally  pre- 
feribed,  to  prevent  the  fore  mouth,  &c.  This  laft  plan  fuits  beft  the 
fouth  of  France,  Italy,  and  warmer  climates  ; but  is  not  fo  fuccefsful 
in  England,  anfi  much  lefs  fo  in  very  cold  countries. 

Strong  fluxing  Jalivatlons  I have  always  thought  unneceffary,  except 
in  very  Itrong  robuft  habits,  not  eafily  moved,  and  very  particular 
cafes;-  tjiey  are  too  violent,  often  injurious  through  life  to  delicate 
habits  ; and  as  frequently  unfuccefsful,  as  feveral  other  modes,  in 
cafes  difficult  of  cure. 

The  extinSlion  of  the  difeafe  by  light  friclions,  and  by  giving  irt- 
tcrnally  very  /mail  dofes  of  mercurials  at  proper  diflances,  with  or 
without  antimonials,  is  perhaps  the  bell  mode  of  treating  the  lues  ve- 
nerea conflrmaia.  It  may  be  flow,  but  it  is  gentle,  and  fully  as  certain,  or 
perhaps  more  certain  in  curing  than  any  methods  yet  devifed,  which 
my  own  pradlice,  in  thoufands  of  cafes,  has  fully  confirmed.  It  is 
the  art  of  giving  mercurials  as  alteratives,  not  as  cvacuants,  by  which 
no  violent  commotion  is  excited  in  the  body.  The  mild  modes  of 
treatment  adbpted  tvill  be  fully  explained  in  the  fubfequent  pages  : 
tj.iey  differ,  in  fome  refpc6ls,  from  all  others  yet  pradlifed,  and  they 

leave 
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leave  the  confutation,  afterUe  cure,  lefs  injured  by  the  courfe  than 
is  ufually  experienced  in  the  more  rough  lalivating  methods. 

Different  praditioners  purfue  the  mode  of  cure  to  which  they  ave 
been  moft  accuftomed;  thofe,  who  think  no  other  pradtice  effeaual, 
except  falivations  excited  by  fridions,  cenfure  the  methods  by  alter- 
atives ; thofe,  who  purfue  the  middle  courfe,  or  depend  on  mercu- 
rials and  antimonials  as  alteratives,  will  equally  reprobate  violent 
diftreffing  falivations,  fo  much  in  vogue,  in  moft  of  the^hofpitals 

in  Europe. 

Both  methods,  and  likewife  others,  perfeaiy  cure  the  difeafe  ; but 
every  method  has  failed  and  will  fail,  in  fome  few  inftances,  which 
experienced  and  candid  praaitioners  readily  acknowledge.  In  fome 
cafes,  and  in  particular  conftitutions,  the  venereal  virus  attaches  itfelf  • 
fo  firrnly,  that  it  is  difunited,  or  extinguilhed,  with  the  greateft  dif- 
ficulty. Repeated  falivations  have  been  frequently  known  to 
fail  ; and  it  may  be  alferted  with  truth,  that  every  purpofe  of  fali- 
vation  may  be  effeaed,  without  that  deftroyer  of  teeth,  gums,  and 
producer  of  ulcerations  of  the  mouth,  throat,  &c.  by  the  mild  altera- 
tive courfes  adopted  and  recommended  in  this  treatife*. 

Different  are  the  preparations  of  mercury,  but  few,  except  thofe 
advifed,  can  be  given  a fufficient  length  of  time  to  conquer  the 
difeafe,  and  effeauate  a perfea  cure,  without  injuring  the  ftomach, 
inteftines,  and  debilitating  the  conftitution.  Many  have  de-. 
ftroyed  the  tone  of  the  ftomach  and  laid  the  foundation  of  chronic 
complaints,  by  a long  continuance  of  calomel,  in  large  dofes,  tur- 

♦ Mankind,  who  know  not  the  difficulties  medicine  has  to  encounter  in  fome 
inftances  of  venereal  infection,  ftiould  be  very  cautious  how  they  cenfure  prac- 
titioners in  medicine,  for  not  affording  that  relief  which  they  expefl,  and  which 
it  muft  be  tlie  wifti  of  every  honourable  phyfician  or  furgeon  to  accomplifh. 
Every  one  pradtifes  to  the  beft  of  his  judgment;  but  every  man,  as  in  other 
profeftions,  cannot  be  equally  experienced  and  Ikilful.  The  moft  learned  and 
fkilful  may  fail  it)  fome  cafes,  owing  to  the  perverfenefs  of  the  difeafe,  and  fome 
peculiarity  or  morbid  affedtion  in  the  patient’s  conftitution,  who  may  not  be 
able  to  bear  the  moft  decided  and  proper  remedies.  In  fome  of  thefe  in- 
ftances the  utmoft  bounds  of  medical  (kill  are  requifite  to  perceive  conftitutions, 
indications,  and  contra-indications,  and  judicioufly  to  accommodaCe  the  pradtice 
to  all  the  peculiarities  of  the  cafe,  for  which  it  is  impoffible  to  give  written  rules, 
as  they  muft  depend  on  the  difeerninent  and  well-eftabliflied  experience  of  the 
pradlitioner. 
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bith  mineral,  he.  See.  yet  thefe  preparations  may  be  fafely  given  in’ 
very  fmall  dofes,  if  well  prepared. 

In  preparing  for  the  alterative  courfe,  bleeding  and  an  aperient 
are  firft  neceffary;  the  diet  Ibould  be  light  and  innocent,  not  fat  nor 
acid,  and  the  drink  only  decoSiuifi  JarJaparillce^  with  or  without 
milk,  if  the  patient  be  plethoric,  and  of  an  inflammatory  habit;  if 
of  a pale,  frigid,  lax  conftitution,  lignum  giiaiacurrij  or  JaJfafras,  may  be  ■ 
added,  or  ufed  alone  in  decoflions,  he.  Wine,  conviviality,  and 
exceffes  of  every  kind,fhould  be  avoided. 

The  air  fhould  be  mild,  for  cold  does  irreparable  mifehief  during 
the  CQiufe.  A north  or  north-eaft  wind  is  very  inimical  to  the  cure 
of  lues  venerea.  Heat,  on  the  contrary,  relaxes.  A medium  fhould 
be  obfervecl.  Flannel  or  calico  fhould  be  worn  next  the  fkin.  If  the 
mouth  become  heated  or  fore,  or  the  face  fwell,  the  mercurial  is  to 
be  fufpended  for  a few  days,  and  an  aperient  given. 

Tepid  baths  are  ufeful  in  fome  cafes,  xefpecially  wh^re  the  fkin  Is 
dry  and  the  pores  doled;  but  after  bathing,  cold  is  to  be  avoided. 

If  diarrhoea  or  dyfentery  happen,  aflringents  and  opiates  are  to  be 
preferibed  according  to  circumftances ; if  gangrene  appear,  bark, , 
vitriolic  acids,  wine,  &c.  are  neceffary. 

Thefe  are  the  general  rules  of  pradice  to  be  obferved  in  the  vene- 
real difeafe  ; the  brief  defeription  and  management  of  all  the  differ- 
ent fpeciesfh^l  follow  in  fucceffion. 
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JpfECTIom, 

URETHRITIS  VENEREA. 

^HE  URETHRITIS  VENEREA  iS  ah 

inflammation  of  the  urethra,  arif- 
ing  from  recent  venereal  infection, 
with  a difcharge  of  morbid  fluid 
from  the  urethra. 

It  is  neither  a difcharge  of  femen, 
which  its  former  name  gomirhcea  * 
implies,  nor  of  purulent  pus  from  an 
ulcer,  as dhTefliohs  prove;  butferum 
from  the  mouths  of  irritated  exhalent 
arteries,  and  a morbid,  yellow,  or 
greenifh-coioured  mucus,  from  the 
muciparous  glands,  irritated  and  dif- 
eafed  by  the  venereal  virus  f. 

It 


remedies  andTREATME'^T. 
^HERE  are  two  methods  of  treating 
urethritis  venerea:  the  one  fpeedy, 
by  ajlringent  drying  injeBionsi  but  ha- 
zardous and  frequently  dangerous  in 
its  corifequences ; the  other  flower, 
bv  internal  medicines,  but  certain,  fafe, 
and  fecure  from  all  future  evils. 

In  the  commencement  of  the  dif- 
ordei-,  if  the  mercurial  mucilaginous 
injeftion  be  fkilfully  applied,  the  cure 
is  often  accompliflied  in  a few  days, 
with  very  little  medicine ; but  after 
that  early  period  all  injeftions  may  be 
hazardous. 

By  this  mode  of  cure  it  frequently 

happens 


* The  word  gonorrhoea  is  an  improper  name,  and  conveys  no  juft  nor  ade- 
quate  idea  of  the  difeafe  : for  means  femen,  or  the  feed,  and  to  flow  ; 

» therefore  the  word  gonorrhoea  means  nothing  but  a difcharge  or  efflux  of  the 
femen  or  feed.  The  virulent,  or  venereal  gonorrhoea,  as  it  has  been  injudi- 
cioufly  called,  is  an  increafed  difcharge  from  the  minute  veffels  &nd  mucal 
glands  of  the  urethra,  tainted  with  the  venomous  venereal  infeftion.  Can  any 
thincr  in  nature  be  more  dilflmilar  than  an  involuntary  efflux  of  femen  and  the 
difcLrge  and  inflammation  created  by  venereal  infection  ? This  diflimilanty 
demands  a change  of  nomen,  or  name,  to  convey  a precife  idea  of  the  diforder 
here  treated;  and  the  prefent  name  is  more  rational  than  the  former. 

t Some  have  boldly  aflerted  that  the  venereal  difcharge  from  the  urethra 
was  quite  and  barmlefs,thdit  the  cure  only  required  common  anfiphlogiftic 

remedies,  as  other  Ample  inflammations.  See.  It  is  fo  innocent,  that  it  is  com- 
monly caught  from  impure  perfons,  already  infefted  ; and  it  is  fo  harmlefs,  that 
moft  infedted  perfons  communicate  the  poifon  to  others  not  infctfled,  by  the  aiSt 
of  coition.  It  is  not  a fimple  inflammation,  'but  an  inflammation  and  increafed 
glandular  fecretion  compounded  with  the  ^venereal  ’virus.  Is  there  not  a fpecific 
difference  between  inflammation  from  cold,  &c.  and  inflammation  from  vene- 
real poifoaf  This  ftippofed  innocence  and  liinplicity  of  venereal  inflammation 
has  ruined  the  peace  of  many  families;  for  hnlbiuids,  on  this  innocent  fimple 
fuppofition,  have  infe6ted  their  wives  or  favourites,  and  females  their  hufbands 
or  frierrds,  &c.  Such  are  the  effects  ofwhinifical  falle  conceits  when  admitted 
into  the  practice  of  medicine.  Nothing  in  nature  can  be  more  diflimilur  than 
inflammation  from  venereal  virus  and  inflammation  from  other  caufes. 
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AffeBions,  ^c. 

It  is  acquired  generally  by  the  a£l 
of  coition  with  an  infefted  woman. 

The  virus  of  urethritis  venerea 
fltould  not  be  diftinguifhed  frorn  vene- 
real virus,  according  to  the  celebrated 
Tode ; fonfuch  diftinftion  and  its 
confequent  injudicious  treatment  have 
been  produftive  of  great  calamities  to 
human  beings.  It  is  diftinguifltable 
from  a fimple  gleet,  and  from  an  in- 
voluntary emiffion  of  femen,  by  the 
violence  of  its  fymptoms  and  its  power 
of  infefting  a non-infe£led  female. 

The  feat  of  the  diforder  is,  chiefly, 
hi  lacunis  Morgagnianis  of  the  ure- 
thra. 

In  refpeft  to  its  nature,  it  is  Jlmple, 
when  recent  and  without  any  other 
diforder;  inveterate,  when  it  remains 
a long  time:  complicated,  when  com- 
bined with  ulcers  of  the  penis,  &c. 
in  which  cafe  the  virus  is  more 
eafily  abforbed  and  conveyed  to  the 
habit,  than  where  no  venereal  ulcers 
cxift.  - 

The  Symptoms  or  Signs. 

I.  The  firft  fign  or  fymptom  is'  a 
titillation,  or  fenfation  of  itching  in 
' the  urethra. 

II.  A 


Remedies  and  Treatment, 
happens  that  patients  never  experience 
the  fymptoms  common  to  fubfequent 
ftages  *. 

If  the  difeafe  fliould  have  been 
negledled  on  its  firft  appearance,  a 
judicious  treatment  of  membranous 
and  mucal  glandular  inflammation, 
arifing  from  venereal  poifon,  fliould 
be  adopted  ; for  on  this  la  11;  idea  de- 
pends the  fafeft  cure  and  future  fecu- 
rity  of  the  patient. 

In  the  third  and  fourth  ftages  of  the 
urethritis  venerea,  the  grand  objeds ; 
of  cure  are ; 

I.  To  diminifh  inflammation  by 
depleting  the  vcfTels.  II.  To  render 
the  urine  paffing  through  the  urethra 
milder,  by  changing  the  particles  of 
urine,  and  rendering  the  periods  of' 
its  evacuation  more  diflant ; thus  oc-  ■ 
calioning  the  pain  and  fcalding  to  be* 
\tis  frequent. 

By  adminiflering  the  grand  fpecific: 
MERCURY,  in  its  fimpleft  form,  ini 
very  fmall  dofes,  as  an  alterative,  at ' 
the  proper  feafon,  after  the  firft  in-  ■ 
flammatory  fymptoms  have  fubfided. . 

Urethral  inflammation  is  dimmifh- 
ed,  in  full  habits,  by  bleeding,  by 
nitrous,  or  by  various  neutra:!  or  ca-  ■ 

thartic ' 


* I have  had  reafon,  in  innumerable  inftances,  to  fuppofe,  that  the  recent 
poifonous  particles  of  the  infeftion  have  been  immediately  deftroyed  in  the 
urethra,  by  means  of  th?  fpecific  thus  adminiflered.  A great  many,  with 
Tode,  have  pretended  to  believe,  that  the  minis  in  the  urethra  does  not  re- 
quire dinj  mercurials’,  I have  known  numerous  inftances  of  confirmed  poxes, 
and  other  calamities  fucceeding  this  unfounded  fuppolition,  or  belief,  when  ap-  ■ 
plied  to  practice.  It  is  likewife  one  of  the  decoying  and  leading  principles, 
of  empirics,  or  quacks,  to  aftert  that  they  perform  all  their  nvonderful  cures. 
Tvithout  rnercury,  in  their  miracle-working  compofitions ; thefe  artful  ftratagems . 
fucceed  with  perfons  ignorant  of  our  profeflion ; but  all  honeft  phyficians  not 
only  acknowledge  the  utility  of  the  fpecific,  but  are  happy,  beyond  exprellion, , 
in  the  permanent  fuccefs  of  a judicious  and  mild  mercurial  pradice. 
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AffeSfionh 

IT.  A very  thin  or  feroiis  running 
fucceeds,  which  ftains  the  linen, 
leaving,' when  dry,  a dark-coloured 
margin : this  is,  generally,  a charac- 
teriftic  of  the  commencing  Ibge  of 
the  diforder.  It  feems  to  arife  from 
irritation  and  increafed  aftion  of 
the  exhalcnt  arteries,  ftimulated  to 
augmented  excretion  by  the  venereal 
poifbri. 

III.  The  difcharge  becomes  rather 
thicker,  increafes  in  quantity,  .the 
urethral  external  orifice  fwells,  looks 
red,  is  heated  and  gapes,  and  an  acute 
fmarting  pain  is  felt  in  voiding  urine, 
like  the  pricking  of  pins  or  needles, 
efpecially  after  evacuation,  called  ar- 
dor urina^  or  fcalding  of  water. 

The  mucal  glands  are  now  ftimu- 
lated to  an  increafed  difeafed  action, 
and  pour  forth  abundance  of  purulent 
mucus,  contaminated  with  the  vene- 
real infeftion. 

IV.  The  difcharge,  or  running, 
fbon  becomes  more  purulent,  has  a 
yellowifh,  or  greenifli  colour ; the  heat, 
inflammation,  and  pricking  pains  in- 
creafe,  and  are  often  accompanied 
with  a painful  nodlurnal  ere£fion, 
called  chordee.  ^ 

Thefe, 


Remedies  and  Treatment. 
thartic  falts,  with  or  without  manna, 
rhubarb,  infufions  of  fenna,  &c. 

The  particles  of  urine  are  rendered 
lefs  irritating  by  avoiding  all  ' failed 
food  and  falts,  by  mucilaginous  and 
^ emollient,  demulcent  and  farinaceous 
drinks,  refrigerant  emulfions, taken  m 
fmall  quantities;  for  copious  draughts 
of  any  liquids  may  dlftend  the  veftels 
and  increafe  urinary  fecretion,'  occa- 
fioTi  a more  frequent  difcharge  of 
urine,  and  confequently  augment  ure- 
thral irritation  *. 

The  moft  Ample  forms  of  exhibit- 
ing mercury  are,  by  the  union  of 
hydrargynis  Jmrificatus  with  mucila- 
ginous, or  other  fubftances  : thefe 
are  applicable,  with  or  without  cam- 
phor, to  all  delicate,  nervous,  female, 

or  debilitated  habits. 

To  the  robuft  and  lefs  irritable  the 
ynercuriu:  dnlcisjcxies  vel  decks fubU- 
7natus,  et  aqua  vndtotks  lotus,  from  half 
a grain  to  one  or  two  grains,  formed 
into  a pill,  with  a grain  of  fu gar  and 
mucilage  of  giim  arabic,  is  to  be  gj^en 
every  night,  or  night  and  morningi 
whilft  emollient,  demulcent,  mucila- 
ginous remedies,  and  cooling  ape- 
rients, are  exhibited  f. 

The 
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. Thefe  modes  of  treatment,  though  they  may  appear  diametrically  op- 
pofite  to  the  ^oerhaaa^Un  plan  of  diluung,  as  it  is  called,  have  yet  been  - 
tended  with  the  moft  decided  fuccefs  ; and  whoever  would  know  more  of 
principles  may  confult  the  third  volume  of  my  National  Prague  ^ 
taining  the  modes  of  treating  all  difeafes  of  the  Cy,s,  &c.  but  particularly  that 
chapter  on  inflammation  of  the  eyes  called  ophthalmia,  fpccies  chemofis,  &c.  &c 
where  the  rationale  of  the  uon-diluting  pradice  is  amply  confidered,  on  fclf- 
evident  principles.  In  the  introdudion  this  fubjed  is  hkewife  difcuftc  - 
t The  mercurius  dutch,  fexies  <vel  decks  fubliruatus,  prxparaius  et  Ictus,  which 
formerly  recommended  under  the  name  olaquila  alba,  is,  next  lo  ptl.  hydrarg.  one 
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Affe^tons,  lAc. 

Thefe,  conjointly^  may  be  denomi- 
nated the  pumlent  Jlage  of  recent 
venereal  infedfion. 

All  the  recited  fymptoms  are  more 
or  lels  violent,  continue  for  longer  or 
fliorter  periods,  according  to  feafons 
of  the  year,  climate,  age,  fex,  and 
conftitutions. 

V . As  the  inflammatory  fymptoms 
and  painful  fenfations  diminifli,  the 
greenifh  or  yellow  difcharge  difap- 
pears,  the  heat  in  voiding  urine  ceafes, 
and  the  matter  ifluing  through  the  ure- 
thra becomes  gradually  more  vifcid  and 

white,  lefs  in  quantity,  daily  attended 
Avith  a flight  fenfation  of  itching  in 
the  urethra,  and,  finally,  ceafes  to 

flow. 


Remedies  and  Treatment.  . 

The  venereal  poifon  is  much  mortf 
eafily  attacked  and  defeated  when  re- 
cent in  the  urethra,  glans  penis,  &c. 
than  when,  by  fatal  omiflTions  in  this 
early  period,  it  is  fuffered  to  ravage 
at  large  in  the  conflitution,  which 
often  happens  from  the  furgeon 
and  patient  thinking  too  lightly  of^l 
frefli-contrafted  venereal  infeftion,  | 
and  fuppofing  it  cured  when  the 
fymptoms  have  only  been  mitigated. 

Great  cleanlinefs  is  neceffary  to 
prevent  repeated  mifehief  from  the 
venereal  venom,  during  the  virulent 
Ifage  of  the  urethral  difcharge;  for 
frefli  infeftion  has  been  repeatedly  re- 
newed by  fiiffering  the  infedious 
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of  the  mildefl  mercurials,  when  its  particles  are  divided  by  facchamm  album,  and 
foi  med  into  pills  with  mucilage  of  gum  arabic.  This  mercurial,  ad  gr.  fj,  vel  gr.  j, 
rarely  affedts  the  fiomach  or  inteftinal  canal,  and  never  requires  opium,  as  the 
common  calomel  does,  to  counteradits  irritating  qualities.  Whether  direding 
the  calomel  to  be  only  three  times  fublimed  may  have  given  a greater  latitude  to 
thoie  ingenious  artlfls,  the  laboratory  chemifls  (who  fometimes  con/ider  the 
cheapeft  mode  of  preparing  medicines,  without  any  regard  to  the  confequences 
to  patients),  to  fophiflicate,  or  ill  prepare  that  medicine ; is  a queftion  worthy 
of  attention. 

For  an  explanation  of  the  remedies  recommended,  and  particularly  for  the 
ufe  of  junior  praditioners,/crW^e  of  preferiptions  are  added,  as  a general  plan 
of  cute  ; which,  however,  Ihouidbe  altered  according  to  circumftances  of  cafes, 
conflitutions,  ages,  fexes,  &c.  ; tor  the  fuccefs  of  all  medicine  mull  ever  depend 
on  the  difci  imination  and  judgment  of  the  praditioner.  The  molt  excellent 
remedies,  improperly  applied,  do  mifehief. 

Above  thirty  years  ago,  when  I had  an  extenfive  pradice  in  the  art  of  fur- 
gery,  I publiflied  a fliort  trad  on  the  recent  njenereal  infeSlion,  and  was  one  of 
the  firfl  who  reprobated  in  the  flrongefl  terms,  the  ufe  of  violent,  draftic,  aloetic 
and  colncynth  purges,  lai'ge  dofes  of  calomel,  and  all  rough  pradices,  as  likewife 
afiringent  injeaims,  which  I had  then  feen  do  irreparable  mifehief.  I had,  at  that 
time,  acquired  as  many  opportunities  as  molt  praditioners  in  Europe  for  obtain- 
ing, facts  in  venereal  alTedions,  not  only 'in  England,  but  in  moft  parts  of  the 
continent,  and  whilfl  in  his  Majefly’s  fervice  at  Btlleijle,  1761,  1763,  and  1763  ; 
the  Han)amiah,  moft  of  the  Weft  India  illands,  'America,  &c.  Very  extenfive 
obfervations  have  fully  confirmed  and  eftablifiied  the  truth  of  thofe  former 
dodrines,  in  many  hundreds  Of  cafes,  ‘ 
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' AffiSilonSf  ^c. 

I flow.  This  is  the  laft  and  healing 
ftage,  when  the  cure  has  been  (kil- 
, fully  managed. 

1 PROGNOSTIC,  OR  CONSEQUENCES 
i OF  THE  SYMPTOMS  OF  URE- 
1 THRITIS  VENEREA. 

I.  According  to  the  violence  of  the 
fymptoms,  and  their  judicious  or  in- 
judicious treatment,  thefe  ftages  of 
the  diforder  fooner  or  later  terminate. 

II.  The  matter,  if  not  interrupted 
by  ajiringent  mjeSiions  and  other  mal- 
praftices,  changes  to  a light  yellow, 
and  afterwards  to  a white  colour, 
growing  daily  thicker,  as  the  irritation 

-and  difcharge  diminifli,  and  as  the 
veneyeal  vh  us^  which  gave  caul'e  to  all 
the  fymptoms,  is  extinguillied:  then 
all  appearances  gradually  vanifh ; and 
thus  the  cure,  if  properly  conduced, 
is  permanently  completed, 

III.  The  cure  of  the  urethritis  ve- 
perea  likewife  depends  much  upon  the 
length  of  time  the  infedlion  may  h^e 
been  received. 

IV.  The  mildnefs  or  virulence  of 
the  fvmptoms. 

V.  The 


Remedies  and  Treatment. 
running  to  remain  long  on  the  linen 
in  one  fituation 

To  the  flrongeft  conftitutions,  and 
athletic  habits,  to  foldiers  and  failors, 
not  eafily  moved  by  light  remedies, 
calomel,  as  prepared  according  to  the 
prefent  Pharmacopoeia,  may  be  given 
in  larger  dofes,  with  more  aflive  ca- 
thartics. In  the  painful  ereftion  of 
the  penis,  called  chordee,  venaefedtion 
is  fometim^  necelfary,  and  anodyne, 
emollient,  and  nitrous  licmhvia.  In- 
ternally, folution  of  nitre  in  almond 
emulfion,  cathartics,  camphor  in  large 
dofes,  with  opium,  &c.  If  much  ill- 
coloured  purulent  matter  iffue,  then. 
foluth  antimonialis  mercurialis.^  inftead 
of  other  mercurials,  may  be  admlni- 
ftered,  until  the  purulency  of  the  mat- 
ter be  diminiflied  in  quantity,  and 
changed  in  quality,  and  the  chordee  no 
longer  moleft  or  caufe  nofturnal  in- 
quietude. In  longTContinned  puru- 
lency, the  cure  is  greatly  facilitated 
by  Jolutio  antimonialis  mercurialis^ 
or  by  hydrargyrus  ?nuriatus  in  the 
eighth  of  a grain  three  times  a-day, 
dijjolved  and  diluted. 

Whllfl 


• It  (hould  be  obfervcd,  that  I am  always  fpeaking  as  an  accurate  obferver, 
and  an  experienced  practical  phyfician,  not  as  an  idle  fpeculator  ; from  a mind 
conllantly  occupied,  above  forty  years,  in  the  mod  extenfive  duties  of  the  pro- 
feffion.  Innocent  and  harmlefs  as  the  venereal  running  has  been  pronounced 
to  be,  numbers  have  reinfedted  themfelves  by  fuffering  their  penis  to  remain 
foaking  in  their  own  envenomed  venereal  matter,  iffuing  from  the  urethra. 
This  has  long  preferved  the  inflammatory  and  purulent  fymptoms,  and  has 
given  reafon  to  the  furgeon  to  fuppofe  the  patient  had  received  a frelh  infeffion. 
If  the  venereal  virus  (hould  be  abforbed,  a confirmed  pox  may  be  the  confe- 
quence,  many  years  after  the  fuppofed  cure.  The  matter  is  proved  to  be  in- 
feftious  by  its  eafy  communication  by  coition,  and  by  a bougie  fmeared  with 
the  running,  and  applied  to  another  urethra.  In  Schola  Medicine:  \\\ere.  is  a cafe 
of  a young  nobleman  who  poxed  himfelf  by  only  examining  the  running,  to  fee. 
if  it  roped,  preffing  the  penis  between  his  finger  and  thumb,  having  received  a 
previous  punflure  on  the  finger,  by  which  the  infc6lion  was  communicated. 
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AffeSitonSf  iA c. 

V.  I’be  age,  fex,  and  general  ha- 
bit of  the  perlbn  irifefted. 

VI.  The  feafon  of  the  year ; for  it 
is  cured  with  greater  facility  in  warm 
than  in  cold  weather. 

VII.  If  the  diforder  be  not  judi- 
clonfly  treated  in  the  commencement, , 
■or  during  its  progrefs,  on  which  greatly 
depends  the  confirmed  cure  of  recent 
venereal  infeflion ; or  if  patients  be 
obftinateand  negligent,  and  do  not 
avoid  cold,  excefTes  in  diet,  or  violent 
exercifes,  the  prefent  and  future  confe- 
quences  may  be  very  ferious ; amongft 
the  former  are,  fwelled  teflicles,  bu- 
boes, inflammation  of  the  proflate 
gland,  abfcefTes  in  perinaio,  and  fif- 
tula  in  ano,  long  - continued,  and 
fometimes  incurable  gleets^  '&c.  &c. 
Amongft  the  latter,  from  the  abforp- 
tion  of  the  venereal  poifon,  by  means 
of  the  lymphatic  or  abforbent  fyftem, 
the  conftitution  becomes  contami- 
nated, very  often,  when  neither  phy- 
fician  nor  patient  fufpeft  the  evil ; 
the  venereal  poifon  lies  dormant  for 
months,  or  years,  and  then  fliows 
itfelf  in  unequivocal  fymptoms,  as 
ulcers  in  the  throat,  nofe,  and  palate; 
venereal  blotches  in  different  parts  of 
the  body ; in  fwelling  and  affedflon  of 
the  per  toft  non  and  bones  ^ dreadful 
nightly  fains  in  the  parts,  &c.  caries, 
or  rottennefs  oi  bones;  lofs  of  uvula, 
nofe,  palate,  genital  and  other  parts. 
Such  are  the  prognoftics,  if  the  pa- 
tients be  inattentive  to  flvilful  advice 
when  the  difeafe  is  recent;  and  fucli 
may  be  the  dreadful  effefls  of  injudi- 
cious treatment  by  ajlringent  injcc- 
^ons,  or  by  depending  on  any  method 
of  cu  re  witboxit  mercury. 


Remedies  and  Trealment, 
Whilft  the  purulent  difeharge  con- 
tinues, the  fame  remedies  are  expe- 
dient, and  fhould  be  repeated  until 
the  matter  ifluing  from  the  urethra 
become  white,  vifeid,  or  tenacious, 
and  fmalTin  quantity:  in  this  laft, 
oi-  healing  fage  of  the  difeafe, 
little  medicine  is  neceflary,  fince  the 
powers  of  nature  reftore  the  parts  to- 
their  priftine  ftate.  The  abraded  fur- 
face  of  the  lining  membrane  of  the 
urethra  is  healed,  a bland  mucus 
ilfues  from  the  mucal  glands,  defend- 
ing the  paflage  from  the  fharpnefs  of 
urine,  and  flight  tjckling  fenfation  is 
felt  in  the  urethra.  If  gleet  remain, 
recourfe  may  be  had  to  terebinthinate 
balfams,  tonics,  cold  bath,  and  fimi- 
lar  remedies.  If  injeeftions  be  ap- 
plied, which  are  hazardous,  nothing 
fliould  be  ufed  ftronger  than  thof^ 
given  in  the  formulas  ibr  gleets. 

Thus  the  cure  is  perfectly  accom- 
pliflied,  without  any  apprehenfion  of 
future  ill  confequences.  If  recent 
infetftion  be  thus  treated,  Jiribiures 
of  the  urethra,  or  confirmed  poxes., 
with  all  their  train  of  horrid  fymp- 
toms, would  feldom  be  experienced.  - 
It  muft  be  confeffed  that  thefe 
modes  of  treatment  are  more  tedious 
than  fome  which  have  been  adopted' 
by  many  pretenders  to  fifeedy  cures; 
but  with  every  phyfician  of  inte- 
grity and  fkill,  the  future  fecurity  of 
the  patient  fhould  weigh  down  all 
other  confiderations.  It  is  the  duty 
of  phyfic  to  perfedl  cures,  not  merely 
to  pleafe  patients  at  the  expenfe  of 
their  future  health. 

If  bv  accident  the  mouth  fliould 
become  heated  during  this  light  exhi^ 

• bitioi\ 
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AffeSiions,  &c. 

VIII.  A fuddeii  ftoppage*  of  the 
running,  either  by  accident  or  art,  is 
a bad  fign ; for  this  difeharge  is  the 
natural  effort  the  difeafe  takes  to  allift 
in  effedhing  a cure;  it  always  con- 
tinues in  proportion  to  the  malignity 
of  the  difeafe  ; it  is  firnllar  to  thofe 
mucal  evacuations,  fo  elTentially  bene- 
ficial in  the  cure  of  catarrh,  inflam- 
mation of  the  lungs,  &c.  which  no 
wife  phyfician  would  fuppre'fs  or 
coimteraft.  , 

Profluvium  mucofum  glandis  pmis ; 
or  a difeharge  from  the  glans  penis, 
caufed  by  the  matter  of  the  urethritis 
•venerea  infinuating  itfelf  between  the 
glans  and  penis. 

Projluvium  niucofiitn  innocuum  of  the 
fame  part  happens  udithout  •venereal  in- 
fediion,  from  fridlion  and  heat  in  tlie 
adl  of  coition. 

Projluvium  chrmicum  urethrale,  called 
gleet,  whether  from  laxity  of  the 
vefFels,  or  an  ulcer  of  the  urethra. 

P rojluvium  feminis  involuntarium 
arifing  from  debility,  or  a vice  too 
common  to  youths. 


Remedies  and  Treatment, 
hiiion.  oi hydrargyrus,  aperients  are  to 
be  repeated,  and  the  ufe  of  mercury 
fufpended.  It  is  not  intended  to 
make  the  mouth  fore,  much  lefs  to 
excite  falivation  in  the  cure  of  the 
urethitis  venerea,  but  tO  extinguifii 
the  venereal  virus  by  the  gentleft 
means;  byadminifteringfmaller  dofes 
of  mercurials  than  are  ufualiy  pre- 
feribed,  and  continuing  them  for  a 
longer  time. 

It  ig  cured  by  the  fame  means  as  the 
urethritis  venerea. 


Cured  by  faturnine  lotions  and 
unguents.  i 

Jn'^the  former,  corroborants ; in  the 
latter,  mercurials,  are  neceflary,  and 
fometimes  medicated  bougies. 

Is  cured  by  tonics,  cold  bath,  and 
abftaining  from  the  vicious  a£l. 


It  patients,  dilTatisfied  with  the  judicious,  fafe,  and  fuccefsful 
modes  of  praflice  already  deferibed,  and  which  have  been  firmly 
eflablifhed  by  (he  moft  fkillul  pradlitioners,  dre  determined  to  have  the 
difeharge  checked  by  ailringents,  or  to  have  what  running  may  flow 
fupprefled  by  art,  before  the  infection  is  entirely  removed;  it  is  better, 
after  coolly  reafoning  on  the  confequences,  and  mildly  advifing  them 
not  to  perfifl;  in  fo  hazardous  a treatment,  to  fufFer  them  to  follow 
their  own  machinations.  Medicine  may  advife,  but  it  cannot  coerce.  It 
IS  poffible  fuch  unruly  patients  may  receive  prefent  confolation  by 
ajiringent  applications  to  the  urethra,  and  they  may  meet  with  fome 
arlifts  ready  to  gratify  their  unreafonable  defires  on  fueb  occafions ; 
but  what  are  frequently,  if  not  always  the  future  con/equences,  either 

^ immediate 


( i8  ) 

immediate  or  remote?  If  ftridures  do  not  foon  follow  in  ftie  . 
thra,  and  awaken  the  patient’.s  fenfibility  to  his  danger ; yet  when  ^ 
the  expulfive  powers  of  the  bladder  in  advanced  life  become  weaken- 
ed,  and  cannot  overcome  the  refiftance  of  the  oldcontraftion,  formed  | 
by  drying  or  deficcative  inje£lions,  applied  to  the  urethra,  then  the  : 
miferable  efte6ls  of  impeded  urinal  evacuations  are  wofully  expe-  , 
lienced.  How  many  young  men  likewife  have  been  rendofed  impo- 
tent all  the  remaining  parts  of  their  lives,  from  the  impolTibility  of 
ejedling  the  feinen  in  the  aft  of  coition,  origiirating  in  the  mal- 
praftice  of  aftringent  injeftions  ? Thoufands  of  the  aged  have  fuf- 
fered  alarming  difficulties  in  voiding  urine,  from  thefe  irrational 
fources  of  juvenile  impetuofity ; thoufands  are  now  fufteiing  frorr^  the 
fame  caufes;  and  mankind  will  continue  to  fuffer  not  only  dreadful 
affeftions  of  the  urethra,  but  fubfequent  confirmed  poxes,  as  long  as 
a vicious  complaifance  to  the  irrational  defires  of  patients  aftuates* 
many  of  the  faculty  more  than  found  judgment  and  integrity*. 


* I remember  a phyfician,  who  got  immenfe  riches,  being  atked,  in  company 
with  a few  of  the  profeffion,  to  communicate  his  fecret,  or  to  impart  by  what: 
contrivances  he  acquired  fuch  confiderable  praftice  and  wealth;  for  he  was- 
known  not  to  be  a conjuror  as  to  profeffional  fkill.  The  arch  accumulator  oft 
riches  anfwered,  “ I do  not  pretend  to  the  deeped  profeffional  (kill,  but  I have- 
dudied  how  to  accommodate  my  manners  to  the  extravagant  abfurdities  off 
mankind  ; I am  to  oH  and  watch  for  the  weak  fide  of  every  one 

and,  in  fliort,  I never  coAtradiiied  a laxly  in  my  life.  Goje,  and  do  Itke’wife,  ’ 


A SHOUT  VIEW  OF  THE  EXTENSIVE  B AVAGES  OF  THE  VENEREAL 
DISEASE,  IN  different  PARTS  OF  THE  HUMAN  BODY,  WILL! 

be  exemplified  by  the  subsequent  arrangement;  to 
WHICH  are  added  GENERAL  MODES  OF  TREATMENT. 


AFFECTIONS. 
Diseases  of  the  fexis. 
urethritis  venerea,  with 
running,  heat  in  rnaking  water, 
Cjtlled  dy/uria,  &C. 


REMEDIES'  and  TREATMENT. 

EY  cooling  diet,  by  peniluvia,  mticila-- 
ginous  drinks,  emollients  and  refrigerants,- 
faline  purges,  and  nitre,  afterwards  by  mer- 
curials f-  If  a gleet  remain,  by  tonics,, 
cold  bath,  See. 


■ + Ith-,s  been  a fingnlar  charaaerldic  n,  ,he  Writing. of.he  learned 

l,..e  r.:-ur  and  fo.ne  of  l.i,  followers,  .o  r,.fe 
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Affe^lions. 

Partial  or  total  sup- 
pression OF  URINE,  OR  IS- 
CHURIA, frequently  originating 
in  the  hazardous  ufe  ot  aftrin- 
gent  injeftions. 


Crystalline  vesi»cles, 
which  precede  chancres. 


Tubercles,  or  fmall  hard 
fwellings  on  the  penis, 

Ulcers  on  the  g lans  and 
prepuce,  .called  com- 

monly fucceeding  veficles. 


Retnedies  and^y'eatment. 

By  difcovering  and  removing  various 
caufes,  by  medicated  bougies,  &c.  whether 
it  be  caufed  by  enlarged,  indurated  ^)i-o- 
ftate  gland,  contraftions  of  the  paflage,  tu- 
bercles, callous  ulcers,  and  fwelhngs  m 
the  tuba,  or  from  an  old  cicatrix,  fiom 
repealed  venereal  infeclion. 

By  removing  the  veficles  by  incifion, 
and,  afterwards,  drefling  the  fuperficial 
nicer  with  precipitate  digeftive,  and  pro- 
Tnoting  a difcharge ; by  mercurials,  &c. 

To  be  refolved  by  mercurial  fomenta- 
tions, and  by  mercurials,  internally. 

By  mercurial  alteratives;  as  folutio  anti- 
monialis  mercurialis,  by  mercurial  lo- 
tions, and  digeftive  unguent;  but  never 
by,  caujlics^  left  the  venereal  virus  be 
driven  into  the  habit,  which  has  often 


Ulcers  in  the  urethra, 
known 


happened. 

By  mercurial  alteratives  internally,  by 

the 


induce  the  profefllon  to  enter  into  ufelefs  difputations,  and  very  often  on  fubjefts 
that  have  been  determined  by  the  moft  accurate  obfervation,  and  praftical  fadts : 
this  has  been  detrimental  to  the  art  in , various  inttances,  which  young  prac- 
titioners (hould  be  apprifed  of.  Such  is  the  doubt,  whether  nitre  be.  benefi- 
cial in  removing  urethral  inflammation  arifmg  from  venereal  infeaion.  If  the 
joint  teflimony  of  all  ages,  and  of  the  greateft  praaical  phyficiansof  all  countiies 
and  times,  long  before  tlie  venereal  difeafe  was  known  in  Kurope ; if  the  doc- 
trines and  obfervations  of  the  greateft  phyficians  amongft  the  moderns  be 
admiflible,  nitre  muft  be  admitted  One  of  the  ny^ft  excellent  antiphlogiftics  in 
the  whole  catalogue  of  refrigerants.  That  great  man,  Hoffman,  wrote  an 
entire  treatife  on  its  ufe.  Hippocrates,  Celfus,  Ar^teus,  Galen,  and  all  the  an- 
cients ufed  this  remedy.  Roerhaave,  Hoffman,  and  all  the  modern  furgeons  of 
eminence  who  have  writKfnon  venereal  complaints,  have  exhibited  and  reconir 
mended  nitre,  and  I have  been  witnefs  to  its  great  utility  for  above  forty 
years,  both  in  my  own  pra6lice  and  that  of  my  cotemporaries;  and  I can  pro- 
nounce it,  when  joined  with  the  pulvis  c tragacanth.  comp,  to  be  one  of  the 
moft  efficacious  remedies  ufed  in  tjie  cure  of  the  heat  of  urine,  in  the  go- 
norrhoea. will  never  overturn  this  faft';  and  in  proportion  as  it  is 

ufed  judicioully,  according  to  the  ftate  ot  dift'erent  ftomuchs,  it  muft  always 
Hand  uniivallcd  as  an  excellent  anti plilogi flic  in  urethrifu  venereqy  and  in  many 
•ther  cafes,  d z 


( 20  ) 


Affelllons. 

known  by  an  urethral  difcharge 

of  purulent  pus. 

/ 

Par APHYMosis,  or,  impoffi- 
bility  to. draw  forward  the  pre- 
puce. 


Phymosis,  or  impoffibility  to 
draw  back  the  prepuce. 

Involuntary  erection, 
or  priapifm. 


Increased  .DESIRE  of  ve- 
NERY,  or  fatyriafis. 

Chordee,  or  painful  erec- 
tio{i. 

Impotence,  from  diminiflied 
energy  in  the  nervous  or  mufcu- 
lar  powers,  or  from  contradled 
urethra, 

diseases  of  the  testicles. 

Thefe  frequentlyarife  from  the 
ufe  of  afiringent  tnjefiions",  from 
cold,  from  immoderate  exercife. 
Inflammation, 

■ Induration,  or  hard- 
ness OF  the  testicle,  epi- 
didymis, and  cancer,  &c. 


Remedies  and  ‘Treatment. 
the  folutio  penetrans  applied  to  the  ulcer 
by  means  of  a machine,  by  medicated  ‘ 
bougies.  ' ^ 

By  oiling  the  part,  or  by  applying  fim- 
pie  ointment,  then  covering  the  part  with 
a piece  of  linen,  and  gently  drawing  it 
down,  by  flight  pninftures,  if  there  be 
cryflallines;  but  this  can tiou fly  in  bad  ha- 
bits, left  gangrene  enfue. 

By  fomentations,  by  faline  cathartics, 
if  inflammatory  ; by  mercurials,  by  mer- 
curial and  nitrous  peniluvia. 

By  removing  the  caufes  of  irritation,  by* 
camphor  joined  with  opium,  and  hydrargy- 
ric  pills,  folutio  gummofa  hydrargyri,  by 
folutio antimonialis  mercurialis,iwid  opium, 
camphor,  &c. 

By  camphor,  opium,  and  by  removing 
evident  caufes,  by  cathartics,  &c, 

By  emulfions  of  camphor,  opium,  and 
folutio  hydrargyri  gummofa,  by  penilu- 
viuna  of  poppy-heads,  camphor,  &c. 

By  removing  the  caufes  of  debility,  by 
increafing  mufcular  power,  by  bark,  zinc, 
and  tonics;  if  from  obftruftion  in  the 
urethra,  in  confequence  of  former  ajlrm- 
gent  injefiions^  by  medicated  bougies,  &c. 

By  repeated  venefeftipn,  by  a quarter  of 
a grain  of  antimonium  tartarifatum  and 
half  a grain  of  calomel,  given  everv  fix 
hours;  by  folutions  of  nitre,  faline  ca- 
thartics, by  fomentations  of  nitre  and  wa- 
ter, by  a fufpending  trufs,  and  low  diet. 

By  ungueniuin  hydrargyri  niitius,  with 
camphor  and  oil  as  a liniment,  by  mercu- 
rial and  nitrous  fomentations  and  poultices, 
hy  pilulse  fortiflimae,  mitiores,  and  pulvis 
^Iterans  purificans,  by  folutio  antimonialis 

inercurialis, 
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AffeSilons. 


Ulcers  of  the  scrotum 
fuc.ceed  inflammation,  abfcefs, 
iiicreafed  quantities  of  fluid  in 
the  cellular  ftrufture,  &c. 

} 


Remedies  and  ’Treatment, 
mercuriftlis,  by  mercury  and  antimony, 
nitre,  &c.  * 

By  cinnabarine  fumigations  hh  dc  die, 
by  folutio  antirrionialis  mercurialis,  folutio 
hydrargyri  gummofa,  dreflTings  of  hydrar- 
gvrus  nitrati.is  ruber  and  fome  ointment, 
by  pilulae  alterantes;  if  with  flaccid  edges 
and  livid  in  colour,  by  cort.  Peruvianus, 
vitriolic  acid,  zincum  vitriolatum,  and 
tonics. 


DISEASES  OF  THE  PROSTATE  Such  cafes  require  a fpeedy  and  fpirited 
GLAND.  antiphlogiflic  treatment,  or  abfeefles,  and 

Thefe  moft  frequently  happen  incurable  ulcers,  follow, 
from  mal-treatment ; but  parti- 

t 

cularly  by  aftringent  injedions.  • 


INFLAMMATION. 

This  is  known  by  intenfe 
pain  of  the  part,  difliculty  in 
voiding  the  urine,  or  total  fup- 
preflion. 


By  bleeding,  reproducing  the  running, 
by  a medicated  bougie,  by  antiphlogiftics, 
cooling  cathartics,  by  bathing  the  perinaeuia 
and  anus  in  a warm  nitrous  bath. 


* A gentleman  who  laboured  under  a cancerous  afFe6tion  of  the  tefticle,  and 
who  had  taken  that  inefficacious  drug  hemlock,  &c.  was  ftrenuoufly  advifed 
by  a mofl  eminent  ariatomifl,  in  confijltation  with  the  late  celebrated  and  excel- 
lent furgeon  Mr.  Percival  Poit,  to  undergo  caftration,  and  the  patient  had  cou- 
fented.  Underftanding  that  the  operation  might  put  a period  to  his  exiftence, 
he  was  making  his  will,  when  a friend,  accidentally  coming  in,  recommended 
him  to  have  my  opinion.  On  examining  the  cafe,  I found  it  cancerous,  with 
an  enlarged  and  hardened  fpermatic  chord.  Dr.  Kieunedy,  in  Great  Queea 
Street,  was  the  gentleman  who  met  me  in  confiiltation.  I delivered  my 
opinion:  r.  That  there  was  no  urgent  neceffity  for  the  operation.  2.  That  by 
an  alterative  mineral  courfe  there  was  fome  probability  of  curing  the  complaint, 
which  had  happened  in  many  fimilar  inftances.  3.  That  if  the  means  I wiflied 
to  recommend  failed,  yet  he  might  live,  like  many  others,  feveral  years,  with- 
out any  great  inconvenience  from  a fchirrous  tefticle.  Dr.  Kennedy  agreed  to  the 
plan  of  cure  propofed,  wliich  was  to  give  pilula;  alterantes  fortiores  ad  gf.  ij.  ter 
die,  and  pulvis  alterans  purifiesns  ad  9ij.  after  each  dofe.  Thefe  large  dofes 
the  patient  bore  well,  and  was  perfedlly  cured  in  about  three  months,  by  perfe- 
yerance  in  the  remedies,  and  by  the  application  of  ungentum  hydrargyri'eam- 
phoratum.  It  is  fifteen  years  ago;  the  gentleman  is  now  living  and  in  excel- 
lent health.  Thus  was  a human  being  fnatched  from  a cruel  operation,  which 
luight  have  bereaved  the  wprld  and  his  friends  of  a valuable  life. 


\ 
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Jlffe^ionS, 

ABSCESS  AND  ULCERS. 

This  is  kriown  by  the  abfcefs 
burflingin  the  urethra,  and  dif- 
chatge  of  purulent  pus,  by  pain, 
or  by  fuppu  ration  hi  jierinao^  of 
jibout  the  anus. 

ScHIRRUS,OR  INDURATION. 


Remedies  and  Treatmenf. 

By  mercurials,  a proper  regimen,  tcre* 
binthinate  remedies,  gum  olibanum,  and, 
fometimes,  by  medicated  bougies,  accord- 
ing to  circumftances. 

By  piluhe  altcrantes  mitiores,  fortioresy  . 
fortijjhnce  ■,  by  mercurial  ointments  with  ) 
camphor  applied  to  the  perineum ; by ' 
fumigations  of  cinnabar  to  the  fame 
part ; by  folutio  mercurialis,  and  nitre  *, 


DISEASES  OF  THE  PERINAiUM 
AND  ANUS. 

Fistula  of  the  peri- 
neum commonly  arifes  from 
abfcefs  fuc9eeding_/a/>/>?-^^/  run- 
ning. Sometimes  the  urine  palTes 
through  two  or  three  openings : 
dreadful  fituation ! 


f 


By  caiiJHcum  camphoratum^  opening; 
the  external' orifice;  by  the  immillion  of 
fponge  tent,  repeatedly  and  long  continued, 
armed  with  precipitate  digeftive;  by  bou-- 
gies,  or  by  flexible  catheters,  to  prevent t 
injuries  of  the  cellular  ftrufture ; by  cin-- 
nabarine  fumigations,  camphorated  mer- 
curial ointments,  and  by  mercurials  inter-* 
nally,  and  alteratives,  as  folutio  antimo-j- 
nialis  mercurialis,  &c. 


• Inoculation  of  the  venereal  infection,  by  means  of  a bougie,  with  matter: 
ef  a perfon  labouring  under  recent  venereal  urejhrhls,  has  been  pradlifed  in  the: 
cure  of  hardened  teljicles,  by  reproducing  the  fupprelfed  running;  but  I do) 
not  think  fuch  pradlice  moral  or  juftifiable. 

Tliis  has  been  done  and  piiblilhed  by  Hirfchcl,  at  Berlin,  jt66.  A bougie 
was  introduced  into  the  uretliraof  a man  infected  with  tlie  venereal  gonorrlusea 
f urethritis  'venerea ),  wliich  remained  in  the  urethra  fome  hours,  until  the  bougie 
was  well  covered  with  matter.  Then  being  withdrawn,  it  was  immediately' 
introduced  into  the  urethra  of  a man  wlio  iiad  fuffered  under  a fiipprefled 
gonorrhoea,  and  was  kept  in  the  uretlira  five  or  fix  liours,  until  the  fcalding 
and  running-,  with  the  other  fymptoms  of  gonorrlicea,  re-appeared.  The 
militarv  furgeon  Odenkirchen  this  mode  to  a foldier,  wlio  had  laboured 

under  an  indurated  tefliclc,  enlarged  to  the  fize  of  two  fills,  as  haid  as  wood, 
from  a fupprefled  gonorrhoea  of  four  years  (landing ; and  repeating  the  plan,, 
he  cured  the  foldier.  Inoculation  from  gonorrhoea  benigna  did  not  fucceed. 
This  experiment,  though  fuccefsful,  will  rarely  be  repeated;  but  it  proves, 
how  barmlefs  and  innocent  the  'venereal poifon  in  urethra  is;  for  this  innocent  maj- 
tdr  Can  communicate  tlie  ‘u/Var  without  coition:  kence  the  neceflity  of  keeping, 
the  cjid  of  the  p.eiua,  clean  in  the  difordcr,  &c. 


Affeffions, 

tlSTULA  OF  THE  ANUS 
wore  frequently  arifes  from  ve- 
nereal atfeaions  ill  cured,  than 
from  any  other  caufe.  That 
excellent  furgeon,  Mr.  Samuel 
Sharp,  obferves,  that  there  are 
few  he  could  not  trace  to  arife 
from  the  venereal  virus. 


CONTRACTION  OF  THE  ANUS. 

This  arifes  fpontaneoufly  from 
the  venereal  virus,  but  is  not 
frequent,  and  is  commonly  fpaf- 
modic  from  nervous  confent  of 
parts. 


Venereal  warts  and  ex- 
cREscENc  Es. — Thcfc  are  fome- 
times  proofs  of  venereal  infec- 
tion, fomctimes  not. 


Buboes,  or  swellings  of 
THE  lymphatic  glands  OF 
T rt  E G R o I N . — Thefe  commonly 
originate  from  fuppreffing  the 
running  by  ftyptic  injections. 
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Remedies  ond  ‘Trecttiniftt. 

By  attention  to  circumftances ; if  exter- 
nal, by  the  modes  already  recited;  and  to 

be  cautious  about  a too  free  ufe  of  the 
knife,  unlefs  preffing  fymptoms  render  it 

neceflary. 

Fiftultc  copnefted  with  difeafed  profbite 
gland,  or  veficulse  feminales,  are  difficult  of 
cure,  but  ffiould  be  attempted  by  the  means 
recommended  in  fiftula  of  the  perina^um, 
with  attention  to  circumftances. 

Internal  fiftula  fliould  be  attempted  by 
injefting  folutio  hydrargyri  muriati,  by  ^ 
fumigations  and  mercurial  alteratives ; by 
which  means  many  have  been  cured  with- 
out cutting,  or  greatly  relieved. 

Firft  by  bougies  with  unguentam  hy- 
drarg.  camphoratum,  afterwards  large 
fponge  tents  with  the  fame  nnguentum ; 
but  if  dilatation  be  imprafticable  by  thefe 
means,  fcarifications  are  to  be  made,  ac- 
cording to  the  plan  of  Brambilla,  joined, 
to  the  internal  ufe  of  the  above  medicinesj 
with  mercurials  and  camphor,  internally.. 

By  caufticum  camphoratum  /lenlctllo 
ajiplic'andum^  whether  in  the  vagina,  on 
the  prepuce  or  glans-  penis,  or  near  the 
anus,  &c.  Frorh  their  variety  of  figure 
they  have  acquired  many  names.  I have 
known  them  fometimes  drop  off  under  a 
mercurial  courfe;  at  other  times  repeated 
falivations  fail  of  removing  them. 

if  inflamed  and  tending  to  abfeefs,  fup- 
purating  cataplafms  are  to  be  applied,  and 
afterwards  opened  by  incifion ; if  indurated, 
unguentum  hydrargyri  camphoratum  is  to 
be  well  rubbed  on  the  under  part  of  the 
penis,  groins,  and  inner  part  of  the  thighs. 
In  both  cafes  mercurial  alteratives  are  ne- 
ceffarv,  not  only  during,  but  after  the 
cure,  left  any  ffiint  of  the  venereal  poifon 
remain,  or  be  conveyed  to  the  conftitution. 


/ 


jfffeSltons..  , 

tTTANEOUS  DISEASES. 

Copper  - coloured  venereal 
fpots,  fcabs,  fiflures,  or  cracks 
in  the  palms  of  the  hands,  puf- 
tuies,  ferpentine  eruptions,  tinea 
or  fcald  head,  falling  off  of  the 
Iiair  and  nails,  itching,  fpots  re- 
fembling  ieprofy,  cutaneous  iil- 
terations,  commonly  accompa- 
nied with  other  figns  of  chronic 
venereal  infeftion. 


IN  THE  EYES. 

tlfFLAMMATION,  OR  OPH* 
THALMIA. 

This  is  foraetimes  conveyed 
by  the  fingers  rubbing  the  eyes 
during  a venereal  running,  or 
occafioned  by  a fupprefied  nm- 
Dtng. 

Exudation  of  pus  from 

THE  EYE-LIDS. 

Spots  or  specks  on  the 
CORNEA,  from  inlpiflation  of 
iuld  in  the  laminae,  &c. 


Ulcers  of  the  cornea.’ 

Pus,  OR  MATTER  IN  THE 
EYE-BALL. 

Fistula  lachrymal’is. 


Remedies  and  Treatment.  * 

# ^ 

, All  thefe  varieties,  as  they  fpring  from 
one/burce,  are  to  be  treated  in  a fimilar 
m/nner  j by  mercurial  alteratives,  as  pilulsi 
alterantes  fortiffimie,  fortiores,  mitioresy 
and  by  mercurial  friftions,  every  fecond 
or  third  night,  without  exciting  falivatioii,  •; 
or  by  folutio  antimonialis  mercurialis,  efpc'* 
dally  if  the  periofteum  of  bones  be  affed-  , 
ed,  caufing  nigh.Iy  pains  in  the  fliins,  ' 
arms,  &C. ; and  by  mercurial  lotions,  by 
light  falivatioii,  if  accompanied  with  dif- 
eafes  of  the  periofteum,  or  bones,  &c. 

By  mercurial  alteratives  and  the  lotio 
penetrans.  I have  known  opacities  oftha 
cornea,  and  blindnefs,  to  enfue  belpre  the 
caufes  were  known.  See  third  volume  of 
the  Rational  PraBice  (f  Phyjic. 


To  be  treated  on  a plan  fimilar  to  the 
foregoing,  and  with  aqua  ophthalmicagum- 
mofa,  ever  ?i'Jo\A\ng pottltices,n\  alldifeafes 
of  the  eyes,  left  fuppuration  happen  *. 

By  the  external  ufe  of  t^iC  lotto Jiaietrans ; 
internally,  hy  Jolutio  antimotiialis-merturialh 
cum  iiltfo,  or  other  mercurial  alteratives; 
folutio  hydrargyri  gummofa;  pilulie  alte- 
rantes, Scc. ; according  to  cafes  and  con- 
ftitutions. 

By  fimilar  methods,  or  with  aqua 
ophthalmica  gummofa- 

If  formed  under  the  cornea,  the  eye 
fometimes  burfts,  the  humours  are  eva- 
cuated, 5nd  an  incurable  blindnefs  muft 
be  the  coiifequence. 

According  toart  and'circumftances,  by 


• See  third  volume  of  Rational  Prailict  oJPhyfic,  on  eye  difeafes,  particularly 
apbtbalmia  aoenerea,  &c. 


I 


the 


< 

AffeSitons'. 

Arlfuig  from  obftru£Hon,  or 
difeafe  of  the  diiftus  lachrymalis, 
and  known  by  tears  or  matter 
flowing  down  the  cheek,  &c. 

Lepra  venerea,  or  vene- 
real leproiy,  when  the  two  evils 
are  joined  with  falling  off  of  hair, 
crufted  eruptions,  &c. 

Tumours  on  the  margin 
OF  THE  EYE-LIDS  are  various, 
as  hordeolum,  &c.  See  vol.  iii. 
Rational  Praftice* 


Loss  OF  SIGHT  fometimes 
arifes  from  violent  fallvations, 
from  cold,  from  internal  difeafe, 
from  flopping  the  running  by 
aftringents,  &c. 

' AFFECTION  OF  THE  EARS,  OR 
COPHOSIS. 

This  is  a perfeft  or  imperfeft 
deafnefs  from  the  venereal  poi- 
fon,  ariling  either  from  fup- 
prefled  runnings  caries  of  the 
bones,  of  the  ear,  from  fome 
venfreal  vice  of  the  fauces,  or 
anorbid  effefr  of  the  flruclure  of 
the  ear,  ulcer,  &c. 

OF  THE  f^OSE. 

Ulceration,  known  by  fnu  filing, 
a difcharge  of  fetid  matter,  or 
is  vifible. 


Remedies  and  Treatment. 
the  lotio  penetrans,  by  mercurial  altera- 
tives, and,  in  fome  cafes,  by  an  operation 
to  liberate  the  obftrufted  nafal  duft.  See 
third  volume  of  Rational  Prailice  of  Phyfc. 

• Cured  by  folutio  hydrarg.  7nuriati  * ; or 
by  Ward's  White  Drop,  which  prepara- 
tion being  long  publiflied,  is  not,  as  for- 
merly, a quack  medicine.  ^ 

To  be  deftroyed  by  the  cauflicum  cam- 
phoratum,  if  indurated  and  troutlefome ; 
if  fuppurating  or  encyfted,  to  be  opened 
at  a proper  time,  add  by  deflroying  the 
cyft,  or  they  return  ; by  mercurial  altera- 
tives. 

By  various  remedies,  according  to  caufes, 
whether  in  the  cornea  tranfparens,  from 
turbid  aqueous  humour,  from  opacity  of 
the  cryflalline  lens,  or  its  capfule ; from 
contrafred,  of  from  immoveable  pupils,  . 
catarafr,  gutta  ferena,  &c. 

Internally,  by  mercurial  alteratives ; ex- 
ternally, by  cinnabarihe  fumigations,  lotio 
penetrans,  &c.  The  fumigation  to  be 
conveyed  by  an  inftrument,  that  I invented 
many  years  ago,  which  is  quite  fuperior 
to  the  common  fumigating  machine.  It  is 
an  iron  funnel,  about  eighteen  inches  long, 
curved  at  the  top,  to  which  is  added  a 
quill  or  ivory  ttibe,  to  diminifli  the  heat  of 
the  iron,  whilft  the  fume  is  paffing. 

By  cinnabarine  fumigations,  by  folutio 
antimonialis  mercUrialis,  mercurial  frifrions 
at  proper  diflarices,  fo  as  not  to  falivate ; 
by  injedlions  of  hydrargyruS  muriatus  dif- 
folved  in  aqua^  caution lly  applied. 


* I have  had  an  inftance  of  a woman  in  Davies  Street,  where  (lie  eruption 
fcaled  in  a furprifing  quantity.  See  likewife  Raymond,  Traite  des  Maladies 
qii’il  eft  dangereux  de  guerir ; and,  Dijertatlone  fopra  Ic  Malatic,  que  fi  curano  net 
,regio  Spedale  di  S.  Eusebio  in  Fiorcnze.  Nihil  frequentius  oft  connubio  leprofi 
ct  venerei  dicit  Schilling  in  fiio  libro  de  Lepra,  p.  39. 


£ 
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AffeElions,  Remedies  and  Treattfrent. 

LOSS  OR  deformity  OF  THE  It  is  incurablc ; but  if  accompanied  willi 
NOSE.  ulceration,  fumigations  fliould  be  ufed; 

This  is  pccafioned  by  the  de-  and  afterwards  the  only  remedy  is  an  artifi- 
ftrudfion  of  the  feptum  and  nafal  cial  nofe : miferable  recourfe ! 
bones.  It  makes  a man  appear  Before  the  misfortune  happens,  every- 
like  a monkey,  or  ape ; miferable  method  art  can  fnggelt  (hould  be  fldlfully 
elFeft  of  venereal  poifon,  negledl,  applied,  according  to  the  various  circum- 
or  ill-treated  recent  infeflion  ! I fiances ; for  fometimes  the  uvula,  palate, 
have  known  fome  inflances  and  fauces,  are  complicated  in  the  dread- 
where  I could  trace  the  lofs  of . ful  cafe,  the  treatment  of  which  requires 
the  nofe  to  the  improper  ufe  of  the  utmofl  circumfpeflion. 
ajlrlngent  hijeHions^  or  by  treat-  The  venereal  deformities  have  been  ac- 
ing  the  venereal  virus  without  curately  fupplied  by  the  ingenious  M.  De. 
its  grand  fpecific,  mercury,  when  Chemant^  now  in  London. 

' recent.  ' 

OF  THE  MOUTH. 

APHTH.E,  OR  LITTLE  ULCERS.  By  folutio  hydrargyri  gummofa  faccha- 
Thefe  arife  from  fucking  in-  rata,  in  children,  and  by  the  general  me- 
fedled  nurfes,'or  from  confirmed  thods  in  other  inflances, 
lues. 

VENEREAL  ULCERS  OF  THE  By  fiimigations  of  cinnabar  bis  dc  die, 
LIPS,  MOUTH,  AND  PALATE.  by  mercurials,  or  alteratives,  until  the 
Thefe  have  arifen  from  merely  ulcers  be  healed,  and  the  venereal  poifoii 
kifling,  lafcivioufly,  an  infefled  extinguiflied ; and  by  a continuance  of 
perfon  with  ulcers  of  the  venereal  the  remedies  for  forhe  time  after  all  the 
kind  in  the  mouth,  &c.  fymptoms  have  difappeared.  The  fame 

fliould  be  obferved  in  all  chronic  venerccd 
cafes. 

OF  THE  NECK  AND  FAUCES. 

Scrophulous  fwellings,  or  By  mercurial  alteratives ; as  pilulas  alte- 
king’s  evil  of  the  neck,  throat,  rante's,  mercurial  courfes ; and  when  it 
or  of  aijy  lymphatic  gland,  from  happens  to  infants,  from  infefted  parents, 
venereal  caufes.  by  fimilar  means. 

SORE  THROAT.  By  antiphlogiflics  joined  with  mercuHals, 

This  is  known  by  difficulty  if  inflamed;  if  tending  to  gangrene,  in  bad 
in  fwallowiilg,  with  or  without  habits,  by  antifeptics  ai;d  tonics,  as  bark, 
venereal  ulcers,  or  inflammation,  vitriolic  acid,  &c.  The  virus  of  the  dif- 
hocarfenefs,  &c.  and  is  generally  eafe  remaining  mull  be  treated  with  the 
vifible,  by  examining  the  fauces,  mildefl  mercurial  alteratives,  until  the  lues 

be  perfedlly  extinguiflied. 
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Affelllm.  TrmlmenU 

As  iiodes  or  tophs,  thickened  Externally,  by  perpetual  veficatones,  or 
periofteum  of  the  middle  part,  blifters,  applied  to  the  fwelhngs,  to  pi  event 
or  extremities  of  bones,  &c.  formation  of  matter,  and  detachment  of 
They  happen  in  the  tiiia,  or  the  perto/leum,  which  aie  geneia  y o ow 
fhin  bone,  forehead,  and  other  ed  by  caries,  or  rotten  bones.  Interna  y, 

bones,  fternum,  &c.  which  if  folutioantimonialismercunahs;  externally, 

the  periofteum  be  detached,  a mercurial  friftions,  by  falivanons,  ju  i- 
caries  is  the  confequence.  cioufly  raifed  and  gently  continue 

CARIES,  OR  ROTTENNESS.  By  Waiting  the  exfoliation  of  bones,  by 

This,  fometimes,  arifes  from  a diminiftiing  or  fufpending  the  ufe  of  mer- 
too  long  continued  ufe  of  mer-  cury,  by  the  ufe  of  bark,  deqoaion  of 

curial  friaions,  and  from  too  farfaparilla  and  milk,  with  attention  to  the 

fevere  falivations.  exifting  circumftances. 

SPINA  VENTOSA.  If  not  ulcerated,  by  mercurials,  freely 

This  is  the  corruption  of  ufed  internally  and  externally ; by  friaions 
bones,  beginning  internally,  and  with  camphor;  or  by  applying  unguentum 
pafting  through  the  whole  fub-  hydrarg.  camphorat.  in  a poultice.  If 
ftance,  enlarging  the  bone,  and  greatly  enlarged,  ulcerated,  and  incurable, 
appearing  externally ; fometimes  by  other  means,  amputation  of  the  part,  if 
ulcerated,  fometimes  not.  poflible,  is  neceflary. 

SOFTNESS  OF  THE  BONES,  OR  Thefe  cafes  are  generally  incurable. 

BRITTLENESS.  Mercurv  fometimes  aggravates  all  the 

The  former  is  known  by  a fymptoms,  and  thefe  affeftions  fometimes 
decreafe  of  ftature,  curvature  of  arife  from  too  fevere  falivations ; or  too 
bones;  the  latter  by  frafture,  on  long  continued  ufe  of  mercurv. 

ftight  occafions. A more  By  applications  and  remedies,  accord- 

wretched  fituation  for  a human  ing  to  circumftances ; by  bark,  vitriolated 
being  can  rarelv  be  conceived.  zinc,  tonics,  and  ftmilai  remedies,  which 
In  the  Salpetriere  at  Paris,  help  to  repair  the  broken  conftitution,  and 
amoiigft  the  incurables,  thefe  by  chirurgical  affiftance,  fufpending  the 
dreadful  calam.'.ies  are  fee n,  the  ufe  of  mercury, 
cffefts  of  bad  pra£fice,  &c. 

OF  THE  JOINTS,  ASGANGH-  Thefe  dcep-featcd  complaints  are  gene- 
ONS,  ANCHYLOSIS  VENE-  rally  irremediable  ; for  not  Only  the  boiies 
REA,  OR  IMMOBILITY  OF  aiid  perioftcum  are  affeftcd ; but  cartilages 
THE  JOINT.  covering  the  heads  of  bones,  concretions 

Thefe  may  arife  from  difeafed  of  joints,  are  the  confequence. 
fynovial  glands,  from  depofition  Antivenereal  fomentations  and  baths, 
of  fluid,  when  abforption  is  im-  the  moft  penetrating  mercurials,  perpetual 
peded,  or  from  the  abfeuce  of  blifters,  &c.  are  proper, 
fccrction.  E z 


AffeBions. 

White  swellings  are 
more  common  in  the  knee  than 
any  other  joint ; they,  however, 
happen  in  the  elbow,  and  even 
in  thejvrift?. 

CONTRACTIONS 

Chiefly  arife  from  difeafed 
tendons  and  nervous  obfl:ruc- 
dons,  &c.  chronic  fpafms,  &c. 

diseases  peculiar  to  wo- 
men. 

OF  THE  genital  PARTS. 

Leucorrhcea  venerea  is 
a difcharge  from  the  vagina, 
arifing  from  venereal  infeflion, 
with  heat  in  the  urine,  &c. 

Swelling  and  inflam- 
mation OF  the  labia  pu- 

DENDI  AND  OTHER  PARTS, 

% • 

ABSCESS,  WITH  SCIRRHUS, 
&C. 

Induration.-— Sometimes 
the  feirrhi  of  the  labia  are  in- 
curable, except  by  operation — 
dreadful,  alternative ! 

Ulcers  of  the  vulva  are 
flmilar  to  chancres  of  the  glans 
penis  of  men,  which  fliould  never 
.be  treated  with  caullics,  as  I 
have  known  them  to  produce 
future  poxes. 

Ulcers  of  the  vagina: 
flmilar  to  the  former,  in  which 
cauflical  applications  fliould  be 
avoided,  and  a difcharge  pro- 
moted. 

Affections  of  the  ute- 
rus.—Inflammation,  fcirrhiis,  or 

ulcer 

' » 
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Remedies  and  Treatment, 
Frequently  incurable;  but  fliould  be 
attempted  by  blifters,  long  continued,  by' 
powerful  mercurial  courfes,  yet  managed 
fo  as  not  to  produce  violent  efFeiS-s  on  the 
conflitution,  by  alteratives,  &c.  mercu- 
rial fomentations  and  cataplafms,  &c. 

Thefe  are  rarely  ciired;  but  caufes,  as 
far  as  poflible,  fliould  be  inveftigated  and 
removed  by  mercurial  fomentations,  oint-. 
ments,  folutio  antimonialis  mercurialis,  by 
pilulte  alterantes,  &c.  &c. 


By  means  fimilar  to  thofe  recommended 
in  the  urethritis  venei'ea  of  men,  only  in 
fmaller  dofes  and  the  mofl:  gentle  remedies, 
yet  always  fufficient  to  exterminate  the 
poifonous  venereal  infedlion. 

By  antiphlogiflics,  light  faline  aperients, 
by  fomentation  of  nitrous  folutions  and 
cataplafmata  emollientia,  by  removing  ori- 
ginal caufes,  and  the  judicious  application 
of  mercurials,  by  a feton. 

To  be  treated  in  a method  fimilar  to 
that  recomntended  in  the  affedlions  of  tef- 
ticles  in  men,  but  by  milder  preparations, 
and  in  fmaller  dofes. 

By  wafliing  the  affefted  parts  with  folutio 
hydrargyri  muriati,  and  drelfing  them  with 
ung.  digeftiv.  prscipitat.  rubr;:  if  difficult 
of  cure,  by  cinnabarine  fumigations,  by 
folutio  antimonialis  to  the  ftrong,  and  fo- 
lutio hydrargyri  gummofa  to  the  delicate 
of  conflitution. 

By  wafliing  the  affefted  parts  with  fo- 
lutio hydrargyri  muriati,  and  drelfing  them 
with  precipitate  digeftive;  by  fumigation.^ 
and  internally  mercurials. 

If  either  feirrhus,  or  ulcer,  veiy  difficult 

of  cure,  or  incurable;  but  to  be  attempted 

by 


JffcJfions. 

ulcer  of  the  os  uteri,  happen  from 
venereal  virus. 

In  feme  few  inftances,  but 
very  rarely,  have  I been  able  to 
cure  ulcus  uteri.  See  my  Xrea- 
tife  on  Cancers,  to  prevent  im- 
pofitions  of  pretenders. 

OF  THE  BREASTS. 

Inflammation.  —The 
breafts  of  women  have  been  in- 
flamed by  infants  fucking,  who 
have  had  from  birth  hies  venerea. 

Ulceration  fucceeds  to  in- 
flammation and  abfeefs;  and  in- 
curable feirrhi,  and  cancer  to 
thefe,  are  fubfeqiients. 

The  feirrhus  in  the  firft  ftage 
is  fometimes  curable ; operations 
in  the  feirrhi  fucceed  for  a 
time,  but  the  difeafe  after,  often 
breaks  out  with  redoubled  vio- 
lence. See  Treatile  on  Cancers, 
&c. 
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Remedies  and  Treatment. 
by  mercurial  alteratives,  as  piUil®  altc-» 
rantes  fortiores,  &c.  by  injeaions  of  fo- 
lutio  hydrargyri  muriati,  and  attention  to 
circumftances;  by  opiates.  In  fliefe  cafes 
a complete  knowledge  of  midioifery  is  ne- 
ceflary,  particularly  the  touch. 

By  bleeding,  antiphlogiftic  apeiients* 
and  faline  remedies,  by  fuppurative  poul- 
tices, if  tending  to  abfeefs,  by  mercurbl 
alteratives  afterwards,  if  induration  remain, 
by  pilulae  alterantes  fortiores,  &c. 

By  pledgets  of  precipitate  digeftive  with 
mercurials,  internally,  as  alteratives,  &c- 
There  are  varieties  of  female  difeafe  that 
arife  from  venereal  infedlion,  difficult  to 
difeover;  therefore  penetration,  caution, 
and  prudence,  are  very  neceffiary  in  pradli- 
tioners,  left  they  be  deceived.  The  deli- 
cacy of  the  fex  frequently  compels  them  to 
conceal  what  the  mcdica)  art  muft  com- 
prehend. 


internal  affections  of 
the  venereal  disease, 
common  to  both  sexes, 
fevers. 

In  the  inflammatory  ftage  of  By  venaefectioa,  antiphlogiftics,  and  fa. 
the  from  fwelled  fme  purges,  with  mercurials,  as  fo  utio 

and  inflamed  proftate,  tefticles,  antimonialis  mercurialis  cum  nitro,  folutio 
prepuce,  glans,  or  groin,  throat,  ' hydrargyri  gummofa,  with  nitre  and  tai> 
and  fauces;  arifing  from  the  tarifed  antimony,  faline  draughts,  and 

venereal  virus  caufinginflamma-  camphor,  with  antimonial  diaphoretics, 

tion,  or  thefudden  vanifliing  of  continually  preferving  a moderate  perfpi- 
buboes,  or  other  venereal  fymp-  ration  through  the  whole  cure.  By  well 
toms,  from  impure  coition,  not  comprehending  indications,  contra-indica- 
■ aifefting  the  genital  parts,  from  tions,  fymptoms,  and  curative  intentions, 
the  running  fupprefted,  and  ab-  By  reproducing  the  running,  by  means  of 
t forption  of  the  virus  into  tlie  medicated  bougies,  which  fee  hereafter, 

' conftitutlon,  exciting  fevers, 

3 


Affe£iions. 

. Eruptive  fevers,  if  not 
putrid-tending. 


Nervous  slow  fevers. 

Bi  LrOUS  FEVERS, 

I 

Hectic. — This  arifes  from 
(concealed  or  open  ulcers,  cauling 
abforption  and  confumption  of 
the  body,  coughs,  See. 

Intermittent. They 

happen  in  moift  places,  in  cold 
air, from  long-continued  eaft  and 
north-eaft  winds.  They  are  either 
quotidian,  tertian,  or  quartan. 

SPASMODIC  AFFECTIONS. 
TETANUS,  OR  SPASMODIC 
RIGIDITY. 

This  is  an  univerfai  rigidity 
of  the  niufcles  of  the  whole 

Epifthotonos  and  emproftho- 
tonos  are  partial  contraftions  of 
the'mufcles  of  the  neck. 

Trifmus,  or  locked  jaw  : this 
happens  fometimes  from  too 
Ifrong  falivations. 

Epilepsy,  or  convulsed 
Fits,  arife  from  various  caufes 
pf  irritation,  caries  of  bones,  &c. 


OF  THE  SENSES. 

Languor,  commonly  arifing 
from  debility,  diminilhed  oerv- 
ous  powers,  See. 


Remedies  and  Treatment. 

By  means  fimilar  to  thofe  reconimended 
above,  or  by  pilulae  alterantes  cum  hauftu 
falino,  by  volatile  faline  draughts,  cum  an- 
timonio  tartarifato,  camphor,  fnakeroot, 

&CC. 

By  bark,^  vitriolated  zinc  ad  gr.  I vel  ^ 
didblved,  by  alteratives  mane  et  node. 

By  fapo,  pilulas  hydrargyri  and  rhubarb, 
by  kali  acetatum,  fal  polychrefl.  &c.  See.  ^ 

By  folutio  hydrarg.  gummofa,  camphor, 
antimon.  tart,  and  faline  remedies;  pilula 
hydrarg.  cum  pilula  fcillitica  et  pilula  e 
ftyrace,  &c. 

If  idiopathic  from  venereal  virus,  by 
mercurials  and  antimonials ; if  accelToria, 
arifing  from  its  own  caufe  in  venereal 
patients,  by  cortex,  zincum  vitriolatum 
during  the  intermiffions  and  mercurials, 
with  antimonials  during  the  febrile  pa- 
roxyfm. 

By  mulk,  camphor,  mercurial  altera- 
tives, warm  nitrous  baths,  opium,  ‘and  all 
antifpafmodics;  but  they  frequently  fail.  I 
have  given  an  account  of  fix  remarkable 
cafes  of  tetanus  and  locked-jaw,  cured  by 
pilula  alterantes  fortiores,  and  camphor, 
See.  See  vol.  ii.  of  Rational  Prallice  of 
Phyfc,  wher^  may  be  feen  numerous  prac- 
tical remarks  and  prefcriplions  for  all 
nervous  affeftions,  jpnadnefs,  &c.  and  a 
treatife  on  fuicide. 

By  bleeding,  foetid  gums,  cathartics, 
camphor,  opium,  mercurials ; if  with  de- 
bility, bark,  flowers  of  zinc,  bitters,  and 
tonics,  Hoffman’s  anodyne  liquor,  in  cam- 
phor-julep, cinnabar  and  camphor,  &c. 

By  zincated  and  vitriolic  preparations ; 
bark,  chalybeates,  bitters,  volatiles,  and 
cardiacs ; and  by  removing  caufes,  bliflers, 
cledlricity,  See. 


. ( 

, AffiBlonSt 

Palsy. — Partial  or  total  abo- 
lition of  mufcular  powers.  See 
’ ’alfy,  in  the  Treatife  on  N ervdns 
Oifeafes,  &c.  At  the  St.  Mary- 

3,e-bone  Infirmary  many  cafes 
‘lave  been  cured  from  various 
baufes. 

' Painful  affections, arife 
ifrom  various  caufes,  irritating 
itbc  nervous  fyftem,  &c.  ^ 

Violent  head-ach. 

f jNIore  violent  at  night  than  in  the 
day^  and  often  veiy  fevere. 

Want  of  sleep  at  night, 

WITH  OR  WITHOUT  PAIN. 
Perfons  affefted  with  lues^  of  de- 
licate, nervous,  and  irritable  ha- 
bits, often  fuffer  great  inquietude 
from  mental  and  corporeal  irri- 
tation. 

C o L I c.' — This  may  arife  from 
checked  runnings  or  latent  vene- 
real afteftion,  from  obftinate 
conftipation,  flatus,  violent  ef- 
fects of  mercurials  on  the  nerv- 
ous inteflinal  canal,  or  nervous 
fenfibility. 


Rheumatism,  ischiatica. 
-^The  former  pains  in  the  muf- 
cles,  between  the  joints,  the  lat- 
ter in  the  hip  joint. 

Difficulty  of  breath- 
ing.— From  cold  during  a mer- 
curial courfe,or  by  fudden  change 
pf  air,  from  pulmonic  and  other 
caufes,  a iiorth-eaft  wind,  &c. 
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Refnedles  cmd  Treatfnefit • 

By  blifters  and  liniments,  to  be  applied  ^ 
not  only  where  the  lamenefs  appears,  but 
on  or  near  the  nerve,  or  nerves,  that  fend 
branches  or  furculi  to  the  part,  if  poflible ; 
by  pilulae  alterantes,  mercuriales,  common 
fait  and  warm  water  baths,  tonics,  vola- 
tiles, &c. 

By  removing  caufes,  if  difcoverable ; if 
from  inflammation,  by  bleeding,  &c-;  if 
from  great  irritation,  by  camphor,  opium, 
and  other  narcotics. 

'By  blifters,  applied  to  the  neck,  between 
the  flioulders,  folutio  antim.  mercurialis, 
by  mercurials  as  alteratives,  or  light  fe- 
livants. 

By  removing  immediate  or  accidental 
caufes,  by  folutio  antimonialis  mercur. 
camphor,  and  opium ; if  from  tophs  on  the 
ribs,  pain  in  the  fide,  fternum,  or  peiiof- 
teal  affeftion,  mercurials,  or  falivants, 
blifters  to  the  parts,  removing  caries,  or 
difeafed  part  of  bones,  and  by  applying 
medicines  according  to  circumftances. 

Bv  bleeding,  eccoprotic,  or  lenient  pur- 
gatives of  kali  tartarifat.  manna,  fenna, 
oleum  ricini,  rhubarb,  calomel,  and  bitter 
cathartics,  in  obftinate  coftivenefs;  by  fo- 
lutio hydrargyri  gummofa. — The  arthritic 
ftomach  cannot  bear  mercurials  united 
with  mineral  acids,  but  hydrargyric  gum- 
pills,  of  friftions,  fltould  be  ufed,  in  a very 
gentle  manner,  and  with  great  caution. 

Thefe  are  curable  only  by  mercurials 
or  mercurial  alteratives ; folutio  antimoui- 
alis  cum  campliore  et  opio,  mercurial  pe- 
"diluvia,  and  univerfal  warm  baths. 

By  bleeding,  blifters  to  the  fcrobiculus 
cordis,  nitre,  antimony,  and  camphoi, 
folutio  antimon.  mere,  w'iih  camphor, 
&c.  If  chronic,  by  pilulae  e fcilla  cum 
pil.  hydrargyri,  lac  aiiimon.  and  volatiles, 
according  to  prefent  circumftances. 


AffeSilons, 

C o u G H. — F rom  fimilnr  caufes 
to  the  former. 

Hoarseness.— — This  arifes 
from  ulceration  of  the  larynx,  or 
from  latent  venereal  infedion. 

Fluxes  from  various 
PARTS. — Venereal  saliva- 
tion. 

Frequent  desire  of  go- 
iNG  to  stool,  or  tenes- 
mus.  This  is  attended  with 

inucal  difcharge,  arlfing,  fome- 
times,  from  confent  of  parts, 
in  inflammations  of  the  proftate, 
neck  of  the  bladder,  about  the 
verumontanum,  from  abfcefs, 
or  ulcers  of  thofe  parts,  &c. 
The  mofl:  frequent  caufes  are 
checking  the  venereal  running 
by  ajhingent  injc^ions^  and  other 
mal-praftices,  from  ulcer  in  the 
reflum,  condylomata,  &c. 

Flowing  of  purulent  matter 
with  the  urine,  from  ulcers  of 
the  kidneys,  bladder,  or  urethra. 
Thefe  have  followed  the  ufe  of 
ajlringents^  and  are  fometimes 
incurable. 

Emaciations,  or  wafHng  of 
the  body,  called  venereal  con- 
fumptions. 

Thefe  arife  from  various 
caufes : from  venereal  profufe 
difcharges;  from  induration  of 
the  mefenteric  glands ; from  la- 
tent lues  venerea;  from  nodlur- 
nal  pains ; venereal  ulcers  of  the 
uterus,  or  of  the  lungs;  ulcers 

of 
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Remedies  and  Treatment, 

By  methods  fimilar  to  the  laft,  by  light 
opiates  joined  with  mercurials,  paregoric 
elixir,  and  tinaura  fcillse. 

By  cinnabarine  fumigations,  lightly  re- 
ceived,  mercurial-gum  folution,  folutio  : 
antimon.  mere.  &c. 

When  to(?  copious,  to  be  reftrained  by  • 
abftaining  from  mercury,  and,  according  ; 
to  circumllances,  by  fulphureous  prepara-- 
tions,  crude  antimony  in  honey,  &c. 

By  unguent,  hydrarg.  camphorat.  applied 
to  the  perineum,  fitting  in  warm  mercurial 
baths,  clyfters  of  folutio  hydrarg.  gum-  • 
mofa,  camphor,  warm  water  and  opium. 
Internally,  mild  cathartics : in  inflamma- 
tion, the  running  fliould  be  reproduced  by 
medicated  bougies^  and  |^ery  method  ufed 
to  cure  by  refolution : for  no  phyficiart 
can  forefee  the  ill  confequences  of  ulcers 
of  the  proftate,  perinaeum,  ur  reiftum. 
Opiates  and  oleaginous  remedies  are  fome- 
times ufeful.  Ulcers  of  the  retftum  are 
freq^uently  curable  by  jmlv.  alter  an  s putt- 
Jicans,  long  continued. 

If  from  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  it -is  at- 
tended with  excruciating  pain ; if  from  the^ 
urethra,  lefs  pain  is  felt,  frequently  none. 

By  removing  the  caufes  of  ulcers,  as  in 
other  venereal  cafes:  this  is  afflfted  by 
mercurial  detergent  injeftions,  folutio  an- 
timonialis  mercurialis,  &c.  if  in  theurethra. 

All  thefe  fpecies  are  to  be  fkilfully 
treated,  acco'rding  to  circumftances,  cli- 
mate, feafons  of  the  year,  ages,  fexes,  and 
conftitutions  of  patients,  as  in  all  other 
affefHons. 

By  antivenereal  remedies,  either  light 
mercurials,  or  alteratives,  with  camphor, 
antimony,  peftol’als,  &c.  and  tonics ; 
where  there  are  no  contra-indications,  or 
fymptoms  iliat  prevent  their  ufe.  To  well 

com- 
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of  the  medulla  of  bones;  vene- 
real induration,  and  tubercles  of 
the  lungs,  &c.  &c. 

OF  THE  VENEREAL  DISEASE 
IN  PREGNANT  WOMEN. 

f Under  this  head  are  conllder- 
ed  thole  who  conceive,  and 
■:  often  -contaminate  the  foetus  with 
f the  venereal  virut ; either  From 
local  infection  in  the  genitals, 

' or  chronic  venereal  difeafe  of 
i the  conlHtution.  1 have  feen 
many  fliocking  cafes  of  this  na- 
ture, and  fome  wherein  neither 
father  nor  mother  knew  they 
had  the  difeafe,  until  it  appeared 
in  their  offspring.  Some  of  thefe 
inllauces  have  been  fo  intricate, 
that  thev  could  fcarcelv  be  ac- 
counted  for;  but  there  are  many 
fimilar  and  inoontrovertible 
faffs,  that  cannot  bealwayrex- 
plained  1 

) 

OF  TfiE  VENEREAL  DtSEASE 
OF  INFANTS. 

Children,  whofe  parents  were 
infeffed,  are  frequently  born 
with  the  moll  evident  and  une- 
quivocal marks  of  the  diforder, 
many  inftances  of  which  1 have 
ohfervcd  at  the  hofpitals  and  in 
private  praftice. 

They  are  born  with  copper- 
coloured  fj)ots  about  the  anus, 
perinaeum,  vulva,  fcrotum,  and 
fometimes  in  every  part  of  the 
body ; excoriations  and  fuperfi- 
cial  lardaceoiis  ulcers  fucceed  in 
a few  weeks,  or  months ; the 
fauces  ajid  lips  are  cracked  and 

eroded ; 
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Retnedtes  and  Tfcainiciit, 
comprehend  contra-indications  in  all  dif- 
eafes,  is  one  of  the  moll  elfential  attributes, 
and  fublimelt  perfeflion  of  the  fcience  of 
medicine. 

I 

/ 

in  all  the  methods  of  cure  applied  during 
prfgnancy,  the  contra-indications  to  com- 
mon methods  of  cure  lliould  be  well  con- 
fidered,  and  the  moll  gentle  courfes  adopt-  - 
ed.  If  mercurial  friftions  be  preferred, 
they  lliould  be  very  mild,  and  ufed  at  the 
dillance  of  two  or  three  days.  The  pilulae 
hydrargyiT,  pilulte  hydrargyri  gummofae, 
folutio  hydrargyri  gummofa,  fyrupus  hy- 
drargyri gummofus,  are  the  moll  excellent 
remedies  during  pregnancy,  iii  fmalldofes,^ 
at  proper  intervals. 

By  thefe  means  I have  cured  many  preg- 
nant women,  and  have  feen  infants,  under 
fuch  circumllances,  born  without  the  hor- 
rid  difeafe,  W'ho  are  now  living  inllances 
of  the  utility  of  midwifery  fcience  in  treat- 
ing the'/tfa  of  pregnant  women ; otherwife 
abortions  might  have  happened,  &c. 

In  all  tliefe  miferable  inllances  of  human 
alHiftion,  the  fcience  of  medicinally  treat- 
ing children’s  difeafes  ihould  be  well  com- 
prehended, left,  in  attempting  to  cure  tha 
difeafe,  an  injudicious  application  of  re- 
medies kill  the  innocent  babes,  whofe  birth 
to  misfortune  merits  the  moll  humane 
commiferation. 

The  methods  appropriate  to  the.  cure, 
after  well  confidering  the  contra-indi- 
cations, are,  the  ufe  of  gentle  fric- 
tions applied  to  the  mother,  if  the 
child  lliould  fuck ; or  the  lighteft  anti- 
venereal  remedies  may  be  given  to  the 
wet-nurfe,  i^  fuch  can  be  procured.  If 
r tlie 
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AffeBion't. 

Eroded : hoarfenefs  of  voice, 

nightly  cryings,  difficulty  of 
fwallowing,  wallings,  and  a mi- 
ferable  death ! 

This  rs  called  lues  venerea  con- 
nata  infantum;  to  dillinguiffi  it 
from  lues  latens^  which  lliows 
itfelf  after  birth,  with  lijipitudo 
2fnd  other  fymptoms  of  lues;  and 
alfo  from  lues  acquifta^  or  that 
which  is  acquired  by  fucking  an 
infedled  nurfe.  In  the  Treatife 
on  Difeafes  of  the  Eyes  there  is 
a remarkable  cafe  of  a nurfe  in- 
fefting  the  infant,  and  the  infant 
the  mother,  &c. 

OF  THE  LATENT  LUES  VE- 
NEREA. 

The  venereal  virus,  orpoifon, 
may  lie  concealed  in  the  conlli- 
tution,  without  any  manifell 
ligns  of  the  difeafe,  ahd  yet  fome- 
times  infedt  by  the  adl  of  coi- 
tion. It  is  uncertain  how  long 
the  venereal  poifon  may  lurk  in 
the  habit  before  it  breaks  forth 
in  evident  fymptoms ; but  in  the 
courfe  of  my  extenfive  and  long 
pradlice,  I have  known  it,  from 
the  bell  information  I could  col- 
ledl,  in  various  inhanees,  where- 
in there  could  be  no  reafon  for 
deception,  or  duplicity  in  the 
patient,  to  have  remaiiied  lurk- 
ing in  the  conllitution  many 
months  or  years. 

OF  THE  LARVATED  LUES. 

This  is  a fpecies  of  venereal 
difeafe,  not  appearing  in  the 
ufual  form  in  the  genitals,  &c. 
i<c. ; but  under  the  malk  of  other 

diforders, 
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Retnedles  and  'Treatment. 
the  infant  ffiould  not  fuck,  or  be  prevented 
from  chaps  and  ulcerations  about  the  lips, 
or  mouth,  which  are  not  unfrequent,  then 
fridlions  of  unguenfum  hydrargyri  mitius 
reduced  by  adding  three-fourths  of  adejis' 
fuillee,  may  be  applied  to^the  extremities  ! 
every  fecond,  or  third  night,  as  circum-  { 
fiances  may  admit;  and  proper  internal 
remedies  are  to  be  applied,  to  prevent  or 
check  fluxes,  or  other  difaflrous  effedts  of  < 
the  difeafe,  or  its  remedies. 

Infants,  likewife,  may  take  fmall  dofesj 
of  the  fyrupus  hydrargyri  gummofus,  or 
hydrarg.  cum  creta;  but  moll  preparations 
of  mercury  combined  with  mineral  acids  are 
too  powerful  for  both  mothers  and  infants. 

By  methods  already  deferibed,  alwaj'S  • 
adling  according  to  circumllances,  age, , 
fex,  conllitution,  &c.  &c. 

When  the  lues  venerea  may  be  reafon- 
ably  fuppofed  to  be  lurking  in  the  habit, . 
without  any  manifell  tokens,  the  admini- 
llration  of  antimonv  with  mercury  will  i 
fometimes  expel  the  virus  towards  the  Ikin#. 
and  produce  venereal  blotches  or  erup- 
tions. In  fome  inllances  I have  difeo* 
vered  the  venereal  virus  to  be  in  the  con- 
llitution, by  givdng  pilulse  alterantes,  fo-  • 
lutio  antimon.  mere.  &c. 

Thefe  remedies  determining  the  difeafe 
to  the  cutis,  manifelled  the  caufes  that 
before  were  undifeovered. 


By  means  already  mentioned  under  the  ' 
particular  heads  of  Fevers,  Colic,  Lan- 
guor, &c.  Thefe  cafes  are  very  difficult 
to  diferiminate;  but  by  accurate  examina- 
tion 
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Jiff  colons.  Remedies  and  Treatment. 

idiforders,  as  fever,  cough,  colic,  tion  of  patients,  they  are  fometimes, 
r, languor,  palfy,  &c.  though  not  alw'ays,  dif:overable. 

Of  the  lues  venerea  com-  In  the  lues  complicated  with  fea  and 
: plicated  with  other  Difeafes,  land  fcurvy,  in  debilitated  habits,  mercti- 

, as  the  Scurvy,  Scrophula,  Le-  rials  cannot  be  admitted,  except  in  the 
,7  profy,  or  with  acute  Difeafes,  gentleft  manner,  and  joined  with  antimonial 
j as  Fevers  inflammatory  and  fulphurs,  until  the  conftitution  be  reftored 
it  bilious,  or  with  Difeafes  from  by  a lldlful  adminiftration  of  the  remedies 
(t  exceflive  Venery.  and  diet  appropriate  to  thofe  diforders. 

Perfons  affliaed  with  the  lues  When  complicated  with  fcrophula,  fymp- 

venerea  are  not  preferved  from  toms  of  which  fometimes  arife  from  colds, 
the  plague,  as  fome  have  imagin-  during  a mercurial  courfe,  or  with  leprofy, 
ed,  more  attached  to  idle  fpecu-  pilula  alterantes  aremoft  proper,  and  they 
t lations  than  a fcrutinizing  atten-  fliould  be  long  continued  night  and  morn- 
i tion  toabfolute  fads  in  praaice,  ing;  if  the  fcrophulous  Uimours  be  hard, 
on  which  alone  phyficians  fliould  nitre  and  camphor  may  be  taken,  in  addi- 
form  and  confirm  their  profef-  tion  to  the  pills;  ify^/ and  fpongeous,  witlx 
fional  judgment,  evident  relaxation  of  the  cellular  ftruaure. 

The  venereal  difeafe  is  fome-  a judicious  application  of  tonics  fliould  be 
times  complicated  with  chronic  adminifl:ered,intheiniddleoftheday,whilfl: 
dieumatifm,  exciting  noaurnal  the  refolvent  alteratives  are  taken  night  and 
mufcular  pains ; at  other  times,  morning.  If  complicated  with  fevers, 
with  the  gout,  with  fixed  pains  cooling  faline  remedies,  and  bleeding,  in 
in  the  joints : in  the  dura  mater  the  inflammatory  kind ; in  low,  nervous, 
it  caufes  dreadful  chronic  head-  and  putrid  fevers,  tonics  and  antifeptics 
achs,  are  proper.  See  Treatment  of  Fevers  in 

the  Rational  Practice  of  Phyfc,  vol,  iv. 

The  lues  venerea  is  fometimes  If  with  diforders  from  too  much  venery, 
complicated  with  difeafes  arifing  or  pollutions;  paflions  mufl:  be  reftrained, 
frorn  mercury,  &c.  Hence  fe-  and  proper  diet,  with  tonic  remedies,  in- 
vers,  haemorrhages,  fluxes,  ulcers  flituted,  according  to  circumftances,  con- 
of  the  mouth  and  fauces,  corrod-  ftitutions,  ages,  &c.  The  life  of  mercury 
ing  the  cheek  and  other  parts  mufl:  be  fufpended,  decodlions  of  bai'k, 
from  an  immoderate  ufe  of  mer-  fiirlaparilla,  tonics,  and  chalybeates,  in 
cury,  efpecially  from  too fevere  debility;  in  haemorrhages,  preparations  oF 
falivations  excited  by  mercurial  zinc  and  totiics,  not  irritating,  to  reftrain 
' friftions,  &c,  depofitions  of  mer-  the  blood  and  brace  the  habit.  Fevers 
I cury  in  various  parts,  but  parti-  mufl:  be  treated  according  to  their  fpecies. 

1 cularly  in  the  bones,  from  which  The  elfccfl’s  of  mercury  are  counterafted  by 
arife  direful  pains,  tremors,  rheu-  fulphureous  preparations;  as  baths  with 
matifms,  fpitting  of  blood,  Ian-  hepar  fulphuris ; flores  fulphuris,  lac  ful- 
! £»orj  F % phuris. 
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j^ffeSHons. 

giior,  epileptic  fits,  and  many 
^ chronic  atfeftions. 

Wejifer  and  others  have  found 
chide  mercury  in  the  head,  and 
in  different  parts  of  the  body, 
Difeafed  bones  ^re  very  common 
in  the  mufeurns  of  anatomifts, 
and  fome'  dreadful  to  behold, 
the  frightful  effedls  of  venereal 
contagion,  badly  treated ; or  they 
have  originated  in  the  negledl  or 
perverfenefs  of  [latients,  \v1m7,  in 
direft  oppofition  to  the  raofl: 
excellent  advice,  will  fly  to 
qutickery,  or  purfue  their  irre- 
gularities during  a mercurial 
courfe,  and  thus  bring  mifery 
and  deftrudfion  on  themfclves 
and  riling  generation. 

It  is- melancholy  to  refledl  that 
numbers  are  injured  by  mal- 
pradtices,  as  well  as  their  own 
perverfenefs  and  negligence,  and 
by  thinking  too  flightly  of  recent 
venereal  affedlions. 
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phuris,  crude  antimony,  prepared  and', 
mixed  in  fugar,  honey,  &c.  Chronic  af- 
fedllons  Ihould  be  treated  according  to 
cafesj  with  antimony,  guaiacum,  decodtion 
of  the  w'oods,  &c.  warm  fulphureous  baths, 
and  by  ever  avoiding  to  exhibit  remedies 
worfe,  or  ftronger  than  the  difeafe  that 
medicine  has  to  encounter. 

To  know  the  relative  powers  of  difeafe, 
the  Ilrengfh  of  confiitntion,  from  the 
countenance  and  form  of  body,  the  force 
of  medicines  to  be  preferibed  to  remove 
caufes  in  different  habits,  even  in  the  fame- 
difeafe,  are  araongft  the  rnofl;  important 
defitkrata  of  praiSHcal  medicine,  wifliout 
w hich  it  muff  be  often  vacuous,  or  un- 
fuccefsful.  Symptoms  fpecify  difeafe;  but 
the  moll  fenfible  indications  of  cure  are 
often  colledted  from  the  peculiar  com- 
plexion of  patients : therefore  phyficians 
fliould  poflefs  quick  penetrating  eyes,  to- 
difcriminaie,  and  the  cleareft  intelledluals,- 
to  reafon  and  decide.  The  phyfioguomy 
of  patients  indicates,  and  as  frequently  de- 
termines quid  efl  agendum,  as  the  mofl 
obvious  fymptoms  of  difeafe. 

/ 


OF  TREVENTIVES. 

'I^ANY  celebrated  pradlitioners  have  recommended  preventives  againfl 
venereal  infedtion.  Some,  who  have  conceived  the  diforder  to  be  of 
zn  alkaline  Jiahire,  have  ufed  acids,  or  lemon-juice  diluted  : others,  who  have, 
fuppofed,  with  as  little  regard  to  truth,  that  the  infedlious  particles  were  acid, 
or  only  entangled  in  the  urethral  mucus,  have  rccornmended  volatile  and 
other  rt/in/zr,  even  lixivihv!  fajio7iarium,  orcauftic  alkali  diluted,  asinjedlions 
and  lotions.  From  the  ufe  of  this  laft  I have  feen  dreadful  effedts,  as  violent 
Inflammations  of  the  penis,  fwelled  teflicles,  and  bloody  urine;  and  I have 
knowm  numerous  inflances,  wherein  the  other  pretended  preventives  have 
abfolutely  failed.  Uiidluous  or  oleaginous  fubflances,  united  with  cam- 
phor and  mucilages,  fimilar  to  the  injedtion  No.  I.;  or  unguentuni  album 
camphoratum,  combiiied  with  ung.  hydrarg.  applied  to  the  under  furface  of 
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the  prepuce  and  to  the  glans  penis;  a little  of  the  fame  ointment,  or  inje£Hon, 
introduced  by  a fine  hair  pencil,  about  <in  inch  or  two  up  the  urethra,  im-, 
ruecliatelv  before  coition,  and  wafiiing  afterwards,  have,  to  my  own  know-^ 
ledge,  prevented  venereal  infe<5tion  in  numerous  inftances;  for  which  very 
fenfible  reafons  might  be  given ; but  if  friftion  in  the  aft  of  coition  fliould 
rub  off  all  the  ointment,  or  expofe  the  abforbentsor  urethra  to  the  recej^tion, 
of  the  minute,  penetrating,  infeftious  particles  of  the  difeafe,  all  thofe  attempts; 
at  prevention  may  prove  abortive. 


FORMULA  MEDIC  AMENTORUM, 

NO.  I.  INJECTIO  H YDRARGYRI 
GUMMOSA. 

Ung.  hydrarg.  fort.  5u» 

Vitel.  ovoriim  duorum,  vel 
Mucilag.  gummi  arab.  ad  5vJ> 
Olei  amygdalae  lift, 

Aqii.-E  piirre  Fiat  injeftio. 

NO.  3.  INJECTIO  MERCURIALIS. 

Be  Mercurii  vivi  depurati  5j> 

Gummi  arab.  elefti 
Coiitere  in  mucum,  adde  fenfini 
conterendo  Aquae  purae  ftj. 

Mifeeantur,  fiat  injeftio. 

NO.  3.  INJECTIO  HYDRARGYRI. 

Be  Hydr.  muriati  gr.  j.  Solve  in 
j aqux  diftillatie  §vij{^. 

Mucilag.  gummi  arab.  5(5,. 

M.  fiat  injeftio,  ter  vel  quater  de 
I die,  ulenda  ope  fyphonis. 

The  elaftic  gum  machine,  witli  a 
I conic -formed  ivory  tube,  is  more 
' convenient  than  a fyringe.  I was  one 
of  the  firfl:,  above  thirty  years  ago, 
who  introduced  this  improvement. 
With  the  firft  of  thefe  injeftions  I 
have  cured  an  immenfe  number  of 
virulent  gonorrhoeas,  by  flieathing 
the  urinary  paflage,  and  applying  the 
fpecific  mercury  in  its  fimpleft  form, 
to  deftroy  the  poifonous  contaml- 
ftating  particles ; but  it  was  never  ufed 


OR  FORMS  OF  PRESCRIPTIONS, 

unlefs  the  difeaf^  were  very  recent, 
and  before  the  purulent  ftageappeared. 
It  has  been  feldom  recommeuded  for 
many  years,  though  an  excellent  re- 
medy, from  the  few  . opportunities 
offering  to  adminifter  it,  in  the 
firft  ftage  of  the  difeafe.  I always,  or 
moft  commonly,  preferibed  mucila- 
ginous drinks,  with  or  without  nitre 
during  its  exhibition,  and  gentle  anti- 
phlogiftic  eccoprotics.  The  fcalding, 
or  aidor  urina^  v^s  feldom  expe- 
. rienced,  the  purulent  ftage  of  the  dif- 
eafe was  flight  and  fhort,  the  7nucal 
difeharge  was  much  expedited,  and 
this  was  left  to  diminifli  daily,  until 
the  running  entirely  ceafed,  for  I 
never  ordered  ajlringent  injedions. 

To  fecure  the  patient  from  all  fu- 
ture ill  confequences,  I gave,  inter- 
nally, fome  Mercurial  for  two  or 
three- weeks ; but  never  fo  as  to  affeft 
the  mouth,  except  from  cold,  or  ac- 
cident. . 

The  feCond  and  third  injeftions  I 
never  ufed,  but  give  them  with  little 
alteration,  on  the  authority  of  that 
juftly  celebrated  phyfician,  Pcenck, 
of  Vienna,  to  whom  mankind  and 
the  medical  iirofeflion  arc  Angularly 
pbliged  for  many  learned  writings. 

INFLAM' 
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inflammations. 

It  is  neceiTary,  in  removing  moll  fpecies  of  inflammation,  not  only  to 
evacnate  the  contents  of  the  inteffinal  canal,  but  to  prevent  the  daily  food 
from  proving  nutritious,  dillending  the  vcflels,  and  increaflng  arterial  aaion 
Gentle  eccoprot.cs  are  appropriate  to  delicate  conffitutions,  and  more  aflive 
antiphloglftic  aperients  to  the  robnft,  and  to  all,  who,  in  oppofition  to  medical 
advice,  will  indulge  irt  their  ufual  excefles,  particularly  during  the  cure  of 
the  inflammatory  frage  of  the  urethritis  venerea,  or  any  other  venereal  inflam- 
mation. Regular  patients,  however,  may  be  frequently  cured  without  laxa- 
tives. All  aloelic  and  ftroiig  bitter  purgatives  fliould  be  avoided,  as  they  occa- 
£on  haemorrhoids  and  inflame  the  reaum,  the  contiguity  of  which  part  to 
the  perineum  and  urethra  forbids  all  flimulating  pradice. 

In  forming  plans  of  prefcuiption  for  venereal  complaints,  the  convenience 
of  the  patient,  for  the  purpofes  of  concealment,  is  more  frequently  con- 
fldered  than  the  mofl  accurate  modes  of  treatment.  As  to  laxative  remedies, 
they  are  no  longer  neceflary  than  during  the  firft  ftages  of  inflammation,  or 
occafionally  in  coflivenefs. 


APE-RIENTfA. 

NO.  I.  ELECTUARIUM. 

R Cinnab.  fad.  §j{^, 

Magnefis  alb.  qftaD  5vj, 

Syr.  fimp.  q.  f.  fiateleduarium,  cujus 
fumat  I ' 

Q^N.  M.  mane,  vel  mane  et  meri- 
die  quotidie. 

The  motive  for  prefcribing  laxa- 
tives morning  and  noon,  is  to  prevent 
patients  being  diflurbed  in  the  night. 

NO.  2.  HAUSTUS. 

. R Kali  tartarifati  Sqlve  in  lac- 
tisamygd.  §ij,  bis  de  die  fumendus. 

NO.  3.  MISTURA, 

R Kali  vitriolat. 

Mannas,  aa  Solve  in  ladisamygd. 
cujus  fumat  §ij  bis  vel  ter  de  die. 

NO.  4.  PULVIS. 

R Pulv.  falis  polyclireft.  5vj, 

. . . rhei  5ij- M.  f.  pulvisdivi- 
dendiis  in  partes  xvj,  quarum  fumat 
imam  in  pauxillo  aquae  bis  de  die. 

I 


NO.  5.  MISTURA. 

R Mannae  optima  5jft> 

Solve  in  aquae  purae  §vj, 

Olei  amygdalae  gift,, 

Mucilag.  gummi  arab.  5vj-  M.  cu- 
jus fumat  cochlearia  tria  ter  vel  quatcr 
de  die. 

In  fbme  conflitiitions,  where  ardvr 
urinep  is  violent,  thefe  almond  emul- 
flons  are  excellent,  as  likewife  in  that 
diftrefling  fymptom  chordee. 

It  fliould  be  remembered,  that  the 
fboner  inflammatory  fymptoms  are 
removed,  fo  much  the  fliorter  will  be 
the  purulent,  mucal  flages,  and  cure 
of  the  urethritis  venerea. 

Any  of  the  neutral  purgative  falts 
are  likewife  proper  in  plethoric  ha- 
bits, as 

Sal  catharticus  amarus, 

. . Glauberi, 

. . Rupellenfis  diflblved  in  afsa, 
with  or  without  manna,  of  which,  as 
^Ifo  of  the  former  prefcriptions,  may 

b,c. 
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be  made  draughts,  or  mixtures,  &c. 
according  to  the  will  of  the  prefer iber. 

NO.  6.  MISTURA. 

R Kali  tartar.  Solve  in  aquae 
purae  §viij. 

Piilv.  rhei  5j,  h'l. 

Ciyus  fiimat  coch.  iij  mane  et  meri- 
dic,  quotidie. 

NO.  7.  ELECTOARIUM. 

R Eledf.  fennae  (lenitiv.) 

Kali  tartarifati  5vj. 

M.  f.  eleduarium,  cujus  fiimat 
Q^N.  M.  vel  apiplius  mane  et  meri- 
dicj  quotidie. 

NO.  8.  PULVIS. 

R Pulv.  rhei  5j, 

Salis  Glauberi, 

Pulv.  crem.  tart,  ti  5hj. 

Fiat  pulvis  dividendus  in  partes  No. 
xvj,  quarum  fumat  unam  bis  de  die  in 
coch.  iij  aquae  purae. 

1 FOR  SOLDIEKS,  AND  ALL  ROBUST 
PERSONS.  ' 

NO.  9.  PULVIS. 

R Pulv.  falis  nitri 

...  jalapii  9ij.  M.  f.  pulvis  di- 
I videndus  in  partes  viij,  quarum  fumat 
■tinam  bis  vel  ter  de  die  cum  coch.  iij 
i aquae. 

NO.  10.  PILULA. 

R Calom.  ppr.  9j, 

Pulv.  jalapii  5j, 

....  rhei  M. 

Dcinde  adde  fyr.  e fpina  cervi  aliquot 
giittas,  fiant  pilulae  No.  40,  quarum 
capiat  No.  iij  veliv  bis  de  die. 

As  one  of  the  gentleft  eccoprotics, 
a tea-fpoonful  of  magnefia  may  be 
taken  in  water  twice  a day;  but  jf 
there  fliould  not  be  fufficient  acidity 
in,  the  flomach  to  aliift  its  operation, 


an  elegant  mode  of  promoting 'its  laxa- 
tive effed,  is  to  drink  a little  lemonade 
after  the  magnefia.  As  a more  power* 
ful  antiphlogiftic  cathartic,  the  fol^> 
lowing  may  be  fometimes  necefiary 
in  ftrong  habits.  Thefe  two  laft  re- 
medies are  the  extremes  of  mild  and 
powerful  pradice. 

NO.  II.  ELECTUARIUM, 

R Pulv.  crem.  tart.  Bij{h> 

. . . jalapii  §{^'. 

Syr.  fimp.  q.  f.  fiat  eleduarium,  de 
quo  capiat  quantitatem  nucis  juglandsc 
bis  de  die,  vel  pro  re  nata. 

This  eleduary,  with  a little  ginger 
added,  is  very  efficacious  in  evacuat- 
ing fenim,  in  dropfies;  by  direding 
a tea-fpoonful  to  be  taken  every  hour, 
with  a little  tindiire  and  infufion  of 
fenna  after  each  dofe,  donee  alvus  co~ 
piose  rejpondeat.  Thus  given,  it  has 
evacuated  many  quarts  of  fluid  in  the 
afeites^  anafarca,  and  even  in  hydrojis 
thoracis^  or  dropfy  of  the  cheft.  1 In 
fuch  cafes,  fome  have  been  effedually 
cured  of  the  afeites,  without,  and  even 
after  tapping ; others  greatly  relieved, 
and  their  lives  prolonged,  in  thofe 
defperate  and  dangerous  cafes.  This 
eleduary  is  repeated  every  third  or 
fourth  day  in  thofe  difeafes,  wh«-e 
there  is  no  contra-indication,  and  on 
the  intermediate  days  pilules  e Jcilld 
cum  pilula  hydrargyri  are  taken  morn- 
ing and  evening ; and  in  the  middle 
of  the  day,  tonics  of  zinciim  vitriola- 
tum,  or  preparations  of  fteel,  bitters, 
and  bark  are  exhibited.  See  Treatifc 
on  Jkuelkd  Legs^  Dyopjies^  and  on  re- 
tarding the  Decay  of  the  Conjliwion^ 
&rc. 
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♦ OMMOTt  DRtNKS  IN  THE  FIRST 
STAGES  OF  URETHRITIS  VENE- 
REA,# H IL  S T THE  A R D O R UR  INyE 
AND  OTHER  INFLAMMATORY 
SYMPTOMS  CONTINUE. 

NO.  12. 

R Deco61.  liordei  ftj, 

, Salis  nitri  5ifJ, , Solve  pro  potu  ordi- 
nario. 

I 

NO.  13. 

R La£tis  amygd.  ftj, 

Salis  nitri .M.propotucommuni. 

NO.  14.. 

R Rad.  altlieae  incifas  §ijft, 

...  glycyrrhizae 

, Coque  in  aquae  purae  ftijft,  ad  ftij, 
et  cola. 

This  may  be  drank  with  or  without 
nitre.  1 have  known  this  decoftion 
alone  apparently  cute  a gonorrhoea 
' 'uirulenta^  as  it' was  called,  when  drank 
in  large  quantities  and  the  patient 
obferved  a ftridl  regimen ; but  it  is 
apt  to  leave  great  rela^tation  about  the 
neck  of  the  bladder,  and  caufe  an 
incontinence  of  urine. 

To  any  of  the  above  drinks,  in 
cafe  of  chordee,  may  be  added  fome 
tindl.  opii,  according  to  confiitutions 
and  circumftances,  or  the  followino- 
forms  may  by  ufed. 

NO.  15, 

R Camphorae  5J, 

, Ainygd.  decort.  3hj> 

Saccliari  alb.  5>j. 

Contere  bene,  dein  adde  gradatiin 
Aqua:  pur;e  ftj, 

Salis  nitri  3jlS> 

Tindt.  opii 

M.  fuinat  coch.  iv  ter  Vel  quater  de 
-die  : or 

NO.  16. 

R Camphortc  pulv. 

Fulv.  opii  gr.  iv, 

Sacchar.  alb,  gr.  vj, 


Miicilag.  gum.  arab.  q.  f.  flan?  j 
pilukexij,  quarum  fuinal  ijvel  iij  omni  j 
no61:e,  vel  fepius  in  priapifmo  dolorifico. 

Nitre  and  barley-water,  and  gum 
arable,  or  linfeed  tea,  and  fimilar  mu  ■ ! 
cilaginous  refrigerant  drinks,  are  pro-  , 
per;  but  all  fermented  wine  and  ’ 
lirong  liquors  fhould  be  as  much  as  ’ 
poflible  avoided.  ; 

The  mofi  convenient  remedies  for  ; 
allaying  inflammation  of  the  urethra  * 
are  the  following  mucilaginous,  de- 
mulcent, and  antiphlogiftic  powders. 

NO.  17. 

R Pulv.  tragac.  comp.  §iij, 

. . . falis  nitri  5{^ . M.  f.  pulvis 
dividendus  in  xxiy  partes,  quarum 
fumat  j quater  de  die  vcl  faepius  in 
cochlearibus  iij  aquae  purte. 

NO.  18. 

R Pulv.  gummi  arab.  §ij, 

. . . rad.  liquorit.  3'U6» 

. . . falis  nitri  3y{i* 

M.  f.  pulvis  dividendus  in  xxiv-  : 
partes,  quarum  fumat  imam  faepe  in  1 

coch.  iij  aquae  purae.  j 

I 

Infufions  of  linfeed,  quincefeed, 
leaves  of  marflimallows,  decoftioiis  j 
of  liquorice  and  marflimallow  roots  j 
with  poppy  heads,  or  orgeat,  frorfi  the  : 
confedlioner's,  are  all  ufeful  drinks  ! 
during  the  inflammatory  and  jDUru-  , 
lent  ftages  of  urethritis  ve7ierea.  with.  ; 
or  without  nitre:  in  fliort,  fo  long  as  , 
the  heat  or  pain  of  urine  remain,  thefe 
remedies  fliould  be  continued.  Cam- 
phor is  known  to  be  excellent  in 
ftrangury  from  bliflers,  and  It  is 
equally  efficacious  in  ardor  urina^  and 
particularly  \w chordee.  It  may  eafily 
be  formed  into  pills,  with  blanched 
Almonds,  &:c.  for  convenience,  andj 

if  iieceflitry,  pulv,  opii  may  be  added. 

NO. 


NO.  19, 

R Camphora  5j, 

Amygd.  decorr.  5Jj 
Saccliar  alb.  9ft.  Conterebene,  fiant 
pilulce  No.  xxxx,  qiiarum  fiimat  iij  vel 
iv  ler  quaterve  de  die. 

NO.  20. 

R Camphorae, 

Amygd.  dccort.  aa  3J» 

Piilv.  opiigr.  V.  Conterebene,  fiant 
pllulae  No.  xxxx,  quariim  fiimat  iij  vel 
iv  omni  nodle. 

Thefe  remedies  are  proper  during 
the  inflammatory  ftage  of  the  urethritis 


venerea.  Delicate  ftomachs,  how- 
ever, cannot  bear  nitre,  as  I have 
obferved  in  the  Treatife  on  the  Cure  of 
ulcer-ated  Les^s  iiuf/nut  Ref,  vol.  iv.  of 
the  Rational  Prague  of  Phyfc.  In 
which  cafe,  the  pulv.  tragacaiith. 
comp,  alone,  or  equal  parts  of  pulv. 
gum.  arab.  and  pulv.  rad,  glycyrrhizse, 
form  a very  pleafant  powder,  two  tea- 
fpoonfuls  of  which  may  be  taken  in  a 
little-water,  very  often,  in  the  courfe 
of  the  day,  whilft  the  heat  of  urine 
may  remain.  1' 


While  the  urethritis  venerea  is  thus  treated,  in  a mild  manner,  with  anti- 
phlogifHc  aperients  and  mucilaginous  flieathers  againfl:  urethral  inflammation 
and  urinal  acrimony ; it  fliould  be  remembered,  that  the  caufe  of  the  evil  con- 
fifts  in.  venereal  virus,  \yhich  cannot,  with  certainty,  be  removed  without  mer~ 
xury ; therefore,  after  the  firfl  few  evacuations,  that  mineral  fliould  be  adml- 
niftered  in  the  mildefi:  forms,  tiot-^as  an  evacuant,  but  as  an  alterative,  - This 
plan  conlifts  in  giving  the  preparations  in  fmall  dofes,  and  at  proper  diflances, 
fo  as  never,  unlefs  by  accident,  to  prove  purgative  or  falivant.  As  thefe 
methods  are  not  well  known,  and  mercurials  are  commonly  preferibed  in 
too  large  dofes,  which  may  be  feen  in  pradlice  and  in  moft  prefeription- 
books,  and  the  intention  of  repelling  the  virus  is  often  defeated,  it  will 
be  neceflary  to  deliver  a fliort  explanation  of  the  alterative 'plan  of  cure, 
which,  in  thoufands  of  inftances,  has  been  fuccefsfully  adopted. 

I.  There  is  a marked  and  pofitive  diftinftioii  between  the  venereal  hiflam~ 
mation  of  the  urethra  and  the  inflammation  of  other  parts,  arifing  from  differ- 
ent and  other  various  caufes ; hence  the  neceflity  of  diflimilar  treatment. 

II.  The  mofl:  fubtile  poifonous  particles  of  venereal  contagion  may  not, 
in  all  cafes,  be  abforbed  and  conveyed  into  the  conftitution  from  recent 
urethral  affedfion ; chancres  ill  treated  by  cauftics,  deflccatives,  &:c. : yet  it  is 
impoflible  for  the  moft  fagacious  and  experienced  phyfician  to  be  quite 
certain,  when  it  may  or  may  not  have  happened ; it  muff  be  fafeft,  therefore,  to 
guard  againfl  future  ill  confequences,  by  a judicipus  and  mild  adminiftration 
of  the  caufe- removing,  fpeqific,  mercury.  It  is  a difgrace  to  the  art,  not  to 
perfedlly  cure  the  primary  afthaion,  when  in  the  genitals,  fo  that  no  future 
venereal  fymptoms  may  appear,  unlefs  in  very  extraordinary  cafes. 

III.  It  is  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  and  innumerable  fha's  prove,  that  not 
only  the  venereal  virus,  but  iafedljous,  and  particularly  putrid  difeafes,  are 
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bcft  oppofcd  and  mofl  eafily  cured,  when  attacked  at  the  moft  early  period, 
by  well-adapted  and  adequate  remedies.  A night  local  afFeaion  is  with 
greater  facility  cured  than  a difeafe  of  great  magnitude:  a clap,  and  primary 
fymptoms,  much  more  eafily  than  a confirmed  univerfal  pox  *.  By  giving 
mercurials  early,  abforption  of  the  venereal  virus  is  prevented';  by  negledl*- 
ing  this  fafe  and  fecure  mode  of  treatment,  the  foundation  of  a future  luti 
venerea  is  promoted. 

mull  appear  evident  that  the  venereal  virus,  when  received  and 
conveyed  into  the  conftjtution,  does  not  always  fliow  its  efFedls  in  a few  days, 
like  acute,  infcftioiis,  putrid -tending  fevers,  orfmall  pox,  &c.;  but  is  often 
flow  in  its  progrefs,  and  very  frequently  not  fufpefted  to  be  in  the  habit, 
until  dreadful  fymptoms  fhow  that  the  folids  and  fluids  are,  in  certain  degrees* 
contaminated  with  the  penetrating  mic^ma^  or  venereal  poifon. 

V.  Immediately  after  the  virus  may  have  been  abforbed  and  carried 
through  the  thoracic  du(ft,  left  or  right  fubclavian  vein,  into  the  blood,  the 
minute  venereal  particles  mu  ft  be  very  few  in  comparifon  to  thofe,  which, 
after  long  circulation  and  diffufion  in  the  habit,  produce  fuch  direful  effefts* 

VI.  When  there  be  but  few  particles  in  the  conftitution,  which  muft  be 
the  cafe  whilft  the  difeafe  be  recent,  thofe  few  particles  muft,  as  millions  of 
indubitable  faifts  prove,  certainly  be  more  fpeedily  extinguiflied  by  mercury, 
at  that  early  period,  and  by  lighter  means,  than  when  the  particles,  producing 
the  effect  of  univerfal  lues,  have  been  multiplied  by  daily,  monthly,  or  annual 
accumulation,  until  the  greater  patt  of  the  body  feems  a feries  of  venereal 
taint.  The  powerful  methods  of  cure,  often  required  under  fiich  cii'cum-’ 
ftances,  incontrorertibly  prove  this  fail. 

VII.  When  the  venereal  poifonous  particles  may  be  abforbed,  the  remedies 
ftiould  be  applied  fo  as  not  to  purge;  but  to  penetrate  tl>e  inmoft  and  moft 
minute  recefles  -of  the  habit,  to  exterminate  not  only  the  prefent  feeds  of  the 
difeafe;  but  likewife  the  minuteft  parts  of  the  human  body  fliould  be  fo  we4 
faturated  with  the  effeils  of  mercury,  that  the  baneful  and  deftruilive  cau0 
may  be  perfeitly  extinguiflied. 

* With  regard’to  the  utility  of  attacking  putrid-tending  difeafes  fpiritedly  in 
their  comniencertient,  the  fuccefsful  prailice  I have  fo  long  adopted  at  the  St. 
Mary-le-bone  Infirmary,  and  in  private,  has  fully  confirmed  it.  In  malignant 
putrid  infedtious  fevers,  malignant  putrid  fore  throat,  fcarlet  fever,  with  angin* 
putrida  of  children,  in  the  confluent  fmall-pox,  it  has  ever  been  my  practice  to 
immediately  apply  the  tinilura  rofarum,  as  drink,  and  to  give  in  tJie  find  dages 
of  the  difeafe  the  moft  powerful  antifeptics,  by  which  I have  moft  aflinedly 
faved  thoufands  of  lives,  who  would  have  fallen  viflims  to  thofe  difeafes  by  the 
common  treatment  of  giving  antifeptics  when  too  late  to  be  ufcful.  Sec  treatiies, 
«n  thofe  fubjeits  ia  the  Rational  Prailice  of'Phyfic,  &c. 

Vdll- 


( 43  ) 

VIII.  As  the  accumulation  of  venereal  particles,  when  abforbed,  often 
feems  How  in  its  progrefsj  though  perhaps  daily  acquiring  additional  force; 
fo  lliould  remedies  be  applied,  that  aft  on  the  habit  and  effeftually  counteraft 
venereal  /loifon  by  Jlotu  degrees^  with  or  without  opiumy  according  as  the 
ftomach  and  inteftines  are  irritable,  or  non-irritable.  Violent  praftices  often 
have  failed,  and  will  fail,  in  eradicating  the  virus.  From  hence  the  principle 
of  adminillering  mercury  in  a mild  manner,  either  by  the  mouth  or  friftions, 
or  by  both,  that  fliall  be  efficacious ; yet  not  excite  thofe  violent  commotions 
of  the  body,  that  former  fevere  falivations  and  other  rough  methods  pro- 
duced, and  rendered  the  remedy,  at  times,  worfe  than  the  difeafe, 

IX.  In  this  fiiccefsful  mode  of  treatment,  there  are  no  vain  pretenfiorts  of 
afeertaining  what  are  the  component  principles  or  particles  of  venereal  virus; 
nor  how  mercury  fo  wonderfully  exterminates  the  difeafe;  there  is  no  unin- 
telligible jargon  of  morbid  difpofition  and  aftion,  aftion  and  difpofition,  &c. 
Thefe,  and  a number  more  curious  but  ufelefs  and  dangerous  fpeculations,  are 
left  for  thofe  who  continually  puzzle  themfelves  and  others  with  what  thev 
may  never  comprehend,  who,  often  when  they  havepurfued  the  ftiadow  of 
fcience,  vainly  think  that  they  have  obtained  the  fubftance.  It  is  the  bulinefs 
of  praftical  phyficians  and  furgeons  to  aft  and  cure  difeafes,  not  to  lofe 
the  precious  moments  of  life  in  ufelefs  purfuits,  nor  in  vain  attempts  to 
acquire  what  may  for  ever  remain  incomprehenfible  *.  It  fliould  be  re- 
membered 

* If  phyficians  were  to  halt  until  the  modus  operand!  of  cither  difeafes  or  reme- 
dies were  perfeftly  underfiood,  except  thofe  which  are  irrefutably  evident,  tlicir 
patients  would  languiffi  in  mifery,  or  die  for  want  of  aflifiance.  Some  of  the 
i medical  dealers  in  fables,  in  all  ages,  have  pretended  toaccountfor  every  pheno 

! nienon  in  nature.  Their  eternal  wranglings,  contradiftions,  and  refutations,  bed 

I determine  the  truth  of  their  jarring  tenets,  and  may  be  fecn  in  the  hiftorical  part 
: of  Schola  Medicha.  The  medical  inventors  and  fupporters  of  fiftions,  in  every 
• age,  like  tlie  mad  enthufiafts  and  violent  feftarics  in  religion,  philofophy,  and 
politics,  always  modelUy  prefume  that  they  are  alone  right,  and  all  the  rell  of 
: tlie  world  in  error.  Wretched  unfortunates!  not  to  be  enlightened  by  the 
I penetrating  rays  of  fuperftition,  liypothefis,  and  hypocrify,  wliicli,  like  meteors, 

; frequently  blaze  for  a time,  then  vaniffi  like  fmoke,  and  liicie  their  Ihort-livcd 
dazzling  heads  in  thofe  dark  clouds  from  whence  they  ilfued.  It  is  a happinefs 
^ for  fociety,  tliat  the  moll  fenfible  and  experienced  feniorsof  the  faculty  play  no 
I part  in  tlie  fldiciilous  comedies  of  chimera;  they  clofely  adhere  to  that  fimnd 
praftice,  Which  fiiccefs  has  long  caablUhedl  and  which  tliey  daily,  vith  hu- 
manity and  fobriety  of  thinking,  endeavour  to  improve  ; they  fee  with  concern 
the  fiaugliteis  that  are  ever  the  confequences  of  rafii  inexperience,  medical, 
temporary,  fanciful  excurfions,  and  daring  attempts  to  revolutionize  that  art, 
winch  thefe  Icit-Oifficicnt  artifts  have  not  given  themfelves  time  to  comprehend. 

It  would  be  uielul  for  all  protefiional  vifionills  attentively  to  read  Lode  o»v 
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fncmbered  by  the  fenfible,  that  bold  aflcrtions  and  mete  opinions  are  no  ' 
proofs,  unlefs  uniformly  fupported  by  fads  of  fuperior  cures,  in  practice: 
the  former  pretenfions  may  create  the  admiration  of  the  weak-minded  and  ! 
credulous,  the  latter  command  the  approbation  of  the  learned. 

X.  The  fuppofition  that  a confirmed  lues  venerea  requires  anv  particular 
quantity  of  mercury,  applied  to  all  fubjeds,  in  exadly  the  fame  ratio,  to 
exterminate  infedtion,  is  very  erroneous.  A fmall  portion  effedts  a cure  in 
fome,  whilfi:  an  immenfe  quantity  will  fcarcely  operate  on  others.  The  rule 
in  pradtice  Ihould  be,  whether  by  light  falivation,  or  any  otlier  mode  of  cure, 
to  continue  the  remedies  a confiderable  time  after  the  fymptoms  have  entirely 
difappeared;  as  the  only  means  of  preventing  their  reprodudtion. 

XL  No  one  method  of  cure  nor  remedy  can  be  adapted  to  the  cure  of  the 
venereal  virus  in  all  cafes,  as  quacks  and  impoftors  pretend  with  their  pills, 
drops,  fyrups,  &c. ; for  moft  conflitutions  require  different  treatment,  accord- 
ing to  circumflances,  ages,  and  fexes,  which  it  is  the  duty  and  office  of 
diferiminating  fkilful  medicine  to  difeover,  that  adequate  remedies  may  be 
applied  toall  the  lingular  cafes  that  occur;  or  failure  of  fuccefs  mull  be* 
frequently  the  confequence. 

XII.  Thofe  who  affert  \}sxsX  argentum  vlvum  furificatum^  rsthiops  mlneralis^ 
cinnabar  faftltium^  are  infignificant  remedies,  and  entirely  inadllve,  have 
certainly  never  refledted  that  faliva,  the  fluids  in  the  ftomach,  the  acid  fer- 
ment in  the  firfl  procefs  of  digeflion,  the  pancreatic  juice  palling  into  the 
duodenum,  fimilar  to  faliva,  the  bile,  dcc.  may,  in  fome  meafure,  afradt  the 
limple  particles  of  anercury,  and  other  mercurial  preparations  *,  by  which 

means, 

the  Extent  of  Human  Underflanding : that  great  man  and  profound  reafoner 
fays, 

“ If  by  this  inquiry  into  the  nature  of  the  underflanding,  I can  difeover  the 
powers  thereof;  how  far  they  reach,  to  what  things  they  are  in  any  degree 
proportionate, -and  where  they  fail  us;  I fuppofe  it  may  be  of  ufe  to  prevail 
with  the  bufy  mind  of  man,  to  be  more  cautious  in  meddling  with  tilings  ex- 
feeding  Us  contprehenjion  \ to  flop,  when  it  is  at  the  utmofl  extent  of  its  tether; 
and  to  lit  down  in  a quiet  ignorance  of  thofe  things,  wliicli,  upon  examination, 
are  found  to  be  beyond  the  reach  of  dur  capacities.  We  Ihould  not  tlien  perhaps 
be  fo  forward,  out  of  affeilation  of  an  unlnjerfal  hnoiulcdge,  to  raife  queJUonSf 
and  perplex  ourfelves  and  oiliers  with  difputes  about  things,'  to  which  our 
underflandings  are  not  fuited,  and  ofwliich  we  cannot  frame  in  our  minds  any 
clear  or  diflindt  perceptions,  or  wliereof  (as  it  has  perhaps  too  often  itappened) 
we  have  not  any  notions  at  all.  If  we  can  find  out  how  far  the  underflanding 
can  extend  its  view;  how  far  it  has  faculties  to  attain  certainty  ; and  in  what 
cafes  it  can  only  judge  and  guefs,  we  may  learn  to  content  ourfelves  with  what  is 
attainable  by  us  in  this  ftate.’’ 

• Thofe,  who  will  be  at  the  trouble  of  examining  the  writings  of  the  firfl 
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, n>eans,  in  fome  inftances,  from  mercurial  particles  being  conveyed  into  tbe< 

3 habit,  thofe  infignificant  remedies,  as  they  have  been  called,  have  been. 

: known  to  falivate,  from  the  pradlical  obfervatlons  of  the  author  and  others. 

They  are  the  lightejl  fpecies  of  mercurial  alteratives,  and  are  not  to  be  Je/iehded 
m in  venereal  affecfrions,  except  occafionally  as  mild  auxiliai-ies,  when  more 
I powerful  remedies  cannot  be  judicioufly  prefcribed,  and  when  mercu- 
rials are  obliged  to  be  fufpended.  I have  perfeiftly  cured  feveral  ulcers  of 
the  reSlum,  not  venereal,  which  had  refilled  all  other  methods,  under  the 
i direflion  of  the  moll  Ikilful  praftitkmers,  by  along  continuance  of  the  pulyu 
\ iilterans  purific^am,  or  by  cinnabar  and  powdered  purified  nitre,  joined  with 
! pulv.  e tragacanth.  comp;  and  fimilar  compolitions. 

XIII.  The  main  objects  of  cure,  then,  are  the  prevention  of  the  vhuj 
\ attaching  itfelf  to  the  conllitution,  by  meeting  the  contaminating  particles  in 
the  early  ftages  of  venereal  infeftiop,  and  by  attempting  its' utter  extiuftion, 
if  confirmed,  without  injuring  the  mouth,  teeth  and  gums,  llomach,  or  in- 
j tellines,  &c.  by  fmaller  dofes,  and  by  a longer  continuance  of  the  generous 
mineral,  mercury,  combined  or  uncombined  with  antimonials. 

I XIV.  The  virus  is  fuppofed  to  be  conveyed  by  the  fame  velfels  as  the 
I antidote  mercury^  namely,  by  the  abforbent  lymphatics,  into  the  conftitution. 

7 When  there  may  be  caufe  for  apprehending  the  abforption  of  venereal  poifon 
in  any  part,  as  from  gonon  /ieea  viruknta,  or  ur  ethritis  venerea,  from  chancres, 
treated  with  caullics  or  preparations  of  aqua  calcis,  See.  from  any  ferateb 
or  abrafion  of  the  fivin  coming  into  contaft  with  the  venereal  poifon,  it  is  a 
rational  pradlice,  if  pollible,  to  ufe  mercurial  fridlions,  baths,  peniluvia,  Sec. 

adminillrators  of  mercury,  will  find  they  always  extinguilhed  mercury  with 
fal.<va,  when  they  formed  their  firfl  rude  unguents  of  that  mineral  for  the  vene- 
real difeafe,  'compounded  commonly  with  litharge,  fulpluir  vivum,  See. 

Foreftus,  who  died  old  in  1597,  fays,  De  Lue  Venerea,  113  oh.  lib.  xxxii.  that 
■ the  cure  by  ointments  prepared  from  argentum  viivutn,  or  quickfilver,  was  firfl: 
attempted  by  quacks,  who  having  feen  fcabby  eruptions,  achor,  and  fuch  dif- 
eafes  cured  by  mercury,  were  not  afraid  of  applying  it  by  the  bell  rcafon- 
ing  'and  with  the  mod  happy  fuccefs  to  the  lues  venerea,  &c. — Curatio  autein 
per  unguenta  ex  argento  vivo  ab  empincis  primum  tentata  fuit,  qui  cum  fcabici, 
et  ilii  gencri  tumoris  quod  kyao  diciiur  ct  aliis  hujufmodi  conferre  vidiffent, 
eoque  fcabiem  capitis  et  totius  cutis  curavi;  huic  morbo  idem  accommodarc  non 
vciiti  flint,  eoque  deinceps  ralione  optima,  utque  adco  feliciflimo  fuccelTu  uli 

flint,  &rc. Cafe  117.  De  ruflico  quodam  Nanta,  et  robuflo,  curato  per  Suffi- 

tum  ex  Cinnabari,  a Lue  venerea.  The  difeafe,  it  feem^,  at  that  early  period, 
was  cured  by  cinnabaiine  fumigations,  and  empirics  were  the  firfl  who  ufed 
mercury.  A tonfor  cured  the  difeafe,  according  to  the  fame  author,  by  piluba; 
. mercuriales.  Ihc  Arabians  likewife  ufed  mercurial  ointments,  as  may  be  feen 
in  Mefue  and  others,  in  leprofy,  &c.  long  before  the  venereal  difeafe  made  iu 
appearance  in  Europe, 
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rrompti)-,  fo  dial  tfie  mercury,  (1, all  attack  It, at  ferfes  of  veflHs  tl.at  mav  be 
fuppofed  to  be  firft  affeaed,  and  that  are  in  the  ad  of  conveying  the  invif.ble 
poifonous  particles  to  the  Gonftitution. 

XV,  Such  are  the  principles  on  which  the  alterative  mode  of  exhibiting/ 
mercury  has  been  founded and  however  they  may  appear  in  theory,  they 
have  been  univerfally  beneficial  in  praftice,  if  thou fands.  of  cafes,  pirfeaiy 
«nd  permanently  cured,  may  be  admitted  as  proofs. 


MEiecURIALX-A. 

^ERCURTAL  pfik  fiiould  be  formed  with  thofe  fubffances  that  are  gra- 
dually  fohible  in  the  ftomach,  and  which  do  not  decompofe  or  change 
their  antivenereal.  properties;  therefore  f^edarum  and  mnal^^o guwwi 
arabici  have  been  preferibed  as  proper  for  calomel ; and  if  thofe  were  not 
readily  procurable,  confeflw  ojiiata^  or  dn^nocratis,  have  been  preferred  to 
tonferva  cynojbati,  vel  rofarum  but  not  from,  the  leaft  expeftation  of  the 

* Every  anatomift  knows  there  are  different  feries  of  lymphatics,  feme  Aiper. 
ficiai,  others  deep-feated  : tlieir  direction  may  be  feen  in  one  of  the  plates  to  my 
Schola  Medidna,  with  all  the  lymphatic  and  abforbent  veflels  and  glands  of  the 
* wliole  human  body  at  one  view.  Tlie  minute  origin  of  thefe  veffels,  fo  far  as 
injeftions  and  reafoning  ]>rove,  proceed  from  all  extremities  and  internal  fur- 
faces,  towards  the  tlioracic  du6t;  and  what  they  convey  enters  the  Aibclavian. 
Vein,  &c.  The.ladfeal  fyftem  terminates  In  the  fame  manner.  The  venereal 
poifonous  particles  are  abforbed  if  by  a fcratch  or  fore,,  for  example,  on  tlic 
fingei,  by  which  midwives  attending  venereal  patients  have  fo  frequently  re- 
ceived the  difeafe,  by  the  Aiperficial  lymphatics  proceeding  and  contaminating 
the  blood,  by  firA  pafTing  through  the  thoracic  duft.  It  has  been  feen, 
both  by  myfelf  and  others;  the  marks  of  the  virus  proceeding  from  abforption, 
by  the  finger  up  the  infide  of  tlie  arm,  in  thedireCHon  of  the  Aiperficial  lympha- 
tics, the  brachial  and  axillary  lympliatic  glands  have  fltown  evident  figns  of 
inflammation,  tumor,  &c.  Perfons  fliould  be  cautious  how  they  even  touch 
with  the  finger  the  vagina  of  an  infedled  woman.  Now,  in  fuch  inftances,  the 
mercurial  ointment,  or  mercurial  bath,  fliould  be  immediately  applied  to  the 
finger,  hand,  ^kc.  fo  that  the  mercury'  fliould  be  abforbed  by  the  fame  vefTels 
that  conveyed  tlie  poifon,  if  poflible,  before  the  lymphatics  be  inflamed;  the 
penis  likewife  may  be  foaked  frequently  in  a mercurial  penilimium,  on  the  fame 
principle,  wlien  wwirtf  or  chancres  are  prefent,  not  omitting,  at  the 

fame  time,  tlie  more  jiowerful  methods  of  exterminating  the  poifonous  particles 
by  mercury,  which  may  Jiave  made  their  way  into  the  funguif'eroiis  fyfieni;  by 
conveying  mercury  by  the  abforbents  of  the  ffomach  and  inteftincs,  called 
laCleals,  whicli  may  probably  counteract  the  poifon  at  its  firif  entrance  into  the 
Wood,  and  before  it  becomes  diffufed  in  the  coiiAitution. 
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|cpla,te  corifc<5Hons  afting  as  narcotics,  in  the  fmall  quantity  ufed ' for 
forming  pills,  as  fome  have  imagined,  who  have  feen  thofe  prefcriptions 
■in  my  Rational  Practice  of  Phylic,  in  that  part  wherein  alteratives  are 
) recommended  in  the  cure  of  ulcerated  legs  without  'reft,  'Cancerous,  or 
•chronic,  or  nervous  cafes.  I have  rather  objeffed  to  the  addition  of 
opium  with  mercurials,  tmlefs  the  cafe  particularly  required  its  admini- 
ffracion,  as  in  irritable  inteftines,  chordee,  &c.  A decided  fimple  practice, 
direfted  to  eradicate  the  diforder,  is  always  to  be  preferred  to  complexity 
l{  la  compohtion.  There  are  fome  reafons,  which  I may  hereafter  explain, 
for  fuppofing  that  opium  retards,  or  in  fome  meafure  diminidies  the 
i ■ a£tive  mercurial  powers  in  curing  many  venereal  complaints.  'Camphor 
ii  united  to  mercury  increafcs  its  power  as  an  alterative,  a<fl:s  as  a llgliit 
diaphoretic,  and  very  ofteA  fpecifically  on  tlie  urinary  pafiages  in 
abating  inflammation  and  Irritation,  particularly  in  violent  ardor  urin^^ 
and  in  the  Jwrdee,  with,  or  frequently  without  opium.  Camjihor^  calomel, 
•and  antimony^  are  likewife  extremely  efficacious  in  all  membranous  in- 
flammation, efpecially  if  joined  with  nitre  ciilfolved,  as  in  the  pleurift;, 

>.  peripneumonia,  or  inflammation  ■of  the  lungs;  tela  cell ulofa  of  mufcles^ 
it  or  acute  rheumatifm,  hepatitis  peritonitis,  the  inflamnjation  of  the  lungs 
1 fuperadded  to  an  afthmain  cold  winters,  &c.  &c.  ^ 

NO* 

* I Iiave  never  attempted  the  cure  of  thefe  complaints  from  the  time  of  the 
capture  of  Belleitle,  1761,  where  numerous  cafes  of  this  nature  happened, 
in  the  autumnal  feafon,  without  thofe  excellent  and  efficacious  remedies  in 
• conjunction  with  bleedings,  velicatories,  occafional  antipidpgiftic. aperients 
‘ -and  w'arm  bathings,  &c.  This  is  a decided  manly  practice,  which  numbers 
of  the  faculty,  for  fears,  in  this  metropolis,  have  feen  attended -with  ithe 
utmoft  degree  of  fuccefs.  In  pleuritic  and  peripneumonic  cafes,  it  prevents 
fuppurations  and  ulcerated  lungs,  pulmonary  confumption,  &c.  It  is  quite 
oppofite  to  that  feeble  mode  of  treatment,  wliicli  the  fediatores  naturx,  or  of 
^thofe  who,  with  folemn  faces  and  plaufible  tongues,  have  fung  iforth,  .and. 
continue  to  fing  forth,  in  exulting  or  canting  tones,  the  praifes  of  their 
-invifible  imaginary  agent,  <vis  medicatrix  natura;,  which  is  oftenern;;V  necatr't» 
natuTit.  What  fatality  attends  difeafes,  when  left  to  the  powers  of  nature,, 
may  be  feen  in  the  Treatife  on  putrid,  ulcerated,  and  infectious  Sore-throat: 
Tvhere  the  medical  exemplifications  of  receiving  undefinable  expreffion^ 
■for  things  or  fads  muft  ftrike  every  human  mind  with  conviction  and  horror! 
The  notion,  that  mercurial  preparations  are  only  applicable  to  venereal 
•complaints,  and  that  difeafes  cured  by  mercury  are  all  vcttereal,  are  amongll 
the  grofieft  errors  and  fallacia  of  the  profeffion.  I have  cured'thoufands 
of  ulcerated  legs,  >wUhout  reft,  by  calomei.,  in  fmall  dofes  every  .othcir 
-night,  with  nitre,  camphor,  bark,  &c.  in  perlons  vviio  never  had  venereal 
complaints.  See  treatife  on  -this  fubjeCt,  with  llie  rationale,  in  volume  iv. 
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fra.  2t.  FitULM  PCROANTES  OR- 
PINARFiE.  PLENCKII. 

R MafTae  pilularum  Riifi  5(?>> 
Rezin.  jalap. 

Aquilae albas, "aa  gr.iv.M.  f,  pikilae 
gr.  iij  f.  airumaiUiir  pro  una  dofi, 
Plenck  fays,  His  pilulis  omni  decinio 
die  alvum  moveoUlis,  qiii  mercurio 
xitiintur;  hac  piliilae  fcpties  vel  fepius 
alvum  facile  et  certo  movent,  mille- 
nis  aegrotis  prcefcriptae  hypercathar- 
lin  non  caufariint.  ^ 

NO.  22.  SYRUPUS  HYDRARGYRI. 
Be  Merciirii  vivi  depuratiflimi  9j, 
Gummi  arabici  pulverifati  9h], 
Syr.  fimp.  q.  f.  M.  Conterantur  in 
^ortario  vitreo  donee  mercurius  abiit 
m mucum  ; adde  infup'er  conteren- 
do  fyrupi  limp.  Bjft.  M.  Mane 
stt  vefperi  detur  infantibus  cochleare 
parvum  ligneum,  dofis  fenfim  au- 
^catur. 

This  is  proper  for  the  venereal 
affections  of  pregnant  women,  in- 
fants, or  perfons  of  delicate  habits. 

Ho.  23.  SOLUTIO  HYDRARGYRI. 

R Mercurii  viv.  depuratilTimi  3j> 
Gum.  arabici  pulverifati  5i'jj 
Syr.  fimp.  q.  f.  Conterantur  in 
mortario  vitreo,  fenfim  atfundendo 
aliquantum  fyrupi,  donee  mercurius 
©mnis  abiit  in  mucum.  His  fatis 
fubaClis  adduntur  fenfim  conterendo 
Aquae  rofac  §xij. 

aNO.  24.  SOLUTIO  HYDRARGYRI 
CAMPHORATA. 

Be  Argentivivi  5J, 

Gum.  arabic.  pulverifat.  5>'j> 
Sacchari  albi  3'j-  Contcre  bene, 


affundendo  fenfim  pauxillum  aqure 
plirae,  donee  mercurius  omnis  abiit.  ! 
m mucum  perfeCte  milium;  deinde  J 
adde  gradatim  ! 

Mifiurae  camphoratae  §viij,  cujus  { 
fumat  coch.  j bis  vel  ter  de  die,  prius  | 
agitata  phiala.  To  this  may  be  added  ■ 
one  grain  of  tartar,  emetic. 

NO.  25.  PILULA  HYDRARGYRI 
GUMMOSA  PLENCKII. 

Be  Hydrargyri  purificati  3j, 

Gum.  arab.  pulverif.  5iij, 

Syrup,  fimp.  cj.  f.  Conterantur  ‘ 
bene  in  mortario  marmoreo  vel  vitreo- 
donee  hydrargyriis  in  mucum  abiit;  ■ 
huic  adde  micae  panis  albiflimt  ; 
fubigantur  bene  in  malT^m  pilularem,  ^ 
f.  pilulae  gr.  iij  mane  et  vefpeVi  -j 
affumuntur  x.  ' 

NO.  26.  PILUL,A  HYDRARGYRI. 

Be  Pil.  hydrarg.  Pharmac.  Lond- 
5ij,  f.  pilulas  No.  xxxx,  quarum  fu.  | 
mat  j Vel  ij  mane  et  noCte. 

NO.  27.  PILULA  HYDRARGYRI 
CAMPHORATA-. 

R Pil.  hydrarg. 

Camphor,  in  pulv.  redaCtae  ope 
fpiritus  vini  reCiificati  Con-  i 

tundebene,  f.  pilulae  ^o.  lx,  quarum 
fumat  ij  vel  iij  mane  ac  node. 

NO. 28.  PILULA  HYD  jtARGYRI  CUM 
, OPIO.' 

R Pil.  hydrarg.  3j^, 

Kxtrad.  opii  5ft.  M.  accurate,  f.  - 
pilulae  No.  xxxx,  quarum  capiat  y | 
yel  iij  omne  node.  - , I 

NO.  29.  PILULA  HYDRARGYRI  j 
CUM  CRETA.  I 

R Hydrargyri  cum  creta.  5'i,  t 


«f  the  Rational  Pradice  of  Phyfic,  and  in  the  treatifes  on  putrid  fevers, 
dropfies,  &c.  &c.  &c.  where  mercurials  are  recommended  from  long  ex- 
perience, and  numerous  fads  in  various  chronic  and  acute  diforders. 
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Confecl.  opiat.  q.  f.  f.  pilulae  No._ 
XXX,  quarumfumatj  mane  et  no6le. 

flO.  30.  PILULA  HYDRARGi'RI 
ACETATI. 

Be  Hydrargyri  acetati 
Sacchar.  alb. 

Mucilag.  giimmi  tragacanth.  q.  f. 
f.  pilulasNo.  lx,  quarum  capiat  j vel 
ij  mane  ac  no6le. 

Thefe  are  fimilar  to  the  famous 
Keyfer’s  pills,  which  Dr.  Cooper 
formerly  vended  in  London. » 

NO.  31.  PILULA  AQUIL.®  ALB.E. 

R Aquilae  alba;  (Merc,  diilc.  de- 
cies  fublimat.  etbene  praeparat.)  5'j» 
Sacchar.  alb.  9j  M. 

Mucilag.  gummi  arab.  q.  f.  f.  pi- 
kilae  No.  ccxi,  quarum  fumat  j vel 
ij  Omni  nofle. 

NO.  32.  PILULA  CALOMELANOS. 

R Calomel,  ppt.  Jij, 

Sacchar.  alb.  9j.  M.  deinde  adde 
mucilag.  gum.  arabici  q.  f.  f.  pilulse 
No.  ccxl,  quarum  fumat  j vel  ij  omni 
nodfe. 

In  flrong  habits,  three  or  four  of 
the  above  pills  may  be  taken  every 
night.  A larger  dofe  would  aft  too 
powerfully  on  the  ftomach  and  in- 
teflines,  unlefs  retrained  by  opium. 

NO.  33.  PILULA  CALOMELANOS 
CAMPHORATA. 

R Calomel,  ppt.  5j, 

Camphor,  in  pulverem  redaftae 
ope  fpiritus  vini  reftificati  5ij, 
Mucilag.  gum.  arab.  q.  f.  f.  pihilse 
No.  exx,  quarum  fumat  ij  vel  iij 
omni  nofte,  vel  nofte  ac  mane. 

NO.  34.  PILULA  CALOMELANOS 
CUM  OPIO. 

R Calomel,  ppt,  3j, 

U 


Pulv.  opii  gr.  XX, 

Sacchar.  alb.  , M.  deinde  adde 
mucilag.  gum.  arabici  q.  f.  f.  pilulae 
No.  exx,  quarum  capiat  j vel  ij  omni 
nofte. 

NO.  35.  PILULA  CALOMELANOS 
CAMPHORATA  CUM  OPIO. 

R Pil.  calomelan.  camphorat.5jft» 
Extraft.  opii  9j.  M.  accurate,  f. 
pilulae  No.  lx,  quarum  fumat  j vel  ij 
omni  nofte,  vel  mane  ac  nofte. 

NO.  36.  PILULA  CALOMELANOS 
CUM  ANTIMONIO. 

R Sacchar,  alb. 

Calomel,  ppt.  5j, 

Pulverls  Jacobi  vel  antimonialis 
3iij.  M.  accurate  ; deinde  adde  mu-, 
cilag.  gum.  arab.  q.  f.  f.  pilule  No. 
exx,  quarum  fumat  j vel  ij  oftava 
quaque  hora. 

Thefe  are  proper  in  acute  rheu- 
matifm,  pleurify,  peripneumony,  or 
in  any  membranous  inflammation, 
with  faline  antiphlogillics,  cam- 
phor,  &c. 

NO.  37,  PILULA  CALOMELANOS 
OPIATA  CUM  ANTIMONIq; 

R Calomel,  ppt.  5j, 

Pulv.  Jacobi  vel  antimonialis  ^iij, 

• • • opii  3ft, 

Sacchar.  alb.  9j.  M.  accuratilTime, 
deinde  adde  mucilag.  gum.  arab.  q. 
f.  f.  pilulae  No.  clx,  quarum  fumat  j, 
vel  ij  fexta  vel  oftava  quaque  liora, 
vcl  omni  nofte. 

Thefe  are  proper  in  chronic  rheu- 
matifqi, without  difficulty  of  breath- 
ing, 3rc.  and  in  fome  complicated 
venereal  cafes. 

NO. 38.  PULVIS  CUM  CALOMELANO 
ET  ANTIMONIO  TARTARISATO. 

R Calomel,  ppt.  gr,  iv, 

Antimoa^ 
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Antimon.  tartarifat.  gr.  viij, 
Sacchar,  alb.  5ft  • M.  accurate  f. 
piilvis,  dividendus  in  xxiv  partes, 
quarumfumat  j vel  ij  fexta  vel  pftava 
quaque  bora,  fuperbibendo  hauftum 
fequentem : 

R Amygdal.  decort.  No.  ij, 
Camphor,  gr.  viij, 

Sacch.  alb.  5ft*  Contere  bene; 
deinde  adde  gradatim 
Aq.  pur.  §ij. 

Sails  nitr.  9j  vel  5ft  ; f.  hauftus. 

Thefe  two  laft  prefcriptions  are 
very  powerful,  and  proper  in  dan- 
gerous pleurifies,  peripneumony, 
paraphrenitis,  and  fuch  like  cafes, 
that  require  prompt  and  efficacious 
affiftance,  left  they  prove  fatal. 
Salutary  perfpiration  is  fpeedily 
promoted,  by  determining  the  fluids 
copioufly  through  the  Ikin,  and 
internal  furface  of  the  bronchial 
canals,  &c. ; a caufe-removing  ex- 
peftoration  is  foon  obtained,  and 
inflammation  diminifhed;  by  which 
the  vital  organs  are  liberated  from 
the  impending  danger  of  thofe  com- 
plaints, in  conjunction  with  previ- 
ous and  repeated  bleedings  (accord- 
ing to  ftate  of  blood  and  violence  of 
fymptoms) : laxatives,  blifters,  warm 
bathings,  &c.  are  likewife  not  to  h€ 
omitted.  It  is  an  additional  force, 
on  well-known  praCtice.  It  is  like- 
wife a prompt  mode,  with  venae- 
feClion,  of  removing  the  moft  vio- 
lent inflammations  of  the  tefticles, 
by  refolution,  joined  with  previous 
aperients  and  nitrous  fomentations, 
lying  in  bed,  &c. 

In  violent  and  acute  rheumatifms 
' *f  robuft  perfons,  to  foldiers  and 


failors  in  the  vigour  and  prime  of 
life,  thefe  modes  of  treatment  are 
appropriate.  The  energy  of  medi- 
cine fhould  always  be  proportioned 
to  the  danger  of  cafes  and  force  of 
difeafe.  Plugged  up  as  the  bron- 
chial veflTels  are,  in  fome  of  thofe 
cafes  threatening  fuffocation,  from 
the  great  load  of  infpiftated  mucus 
conftantly  accumulating,  from  the 
effects  of  very  cold  air  in  the  depth 
of  winter,  with  dyfpnoea  and  fre-> 
quently  orthopncea,  from  impeded 
circulation  in  the  lungs,  &c.  de- 
ftruCiion,  inevitable  deftruCtion, 
flares  medicine  in  the  face;  nor  will 
it  be  averted  by  the  flow  move- 
ments of  vis  fnedicatrtx  natures.  It 
is  the  time  to  aft,  as  in  putrid  dif* 
eafes,  not  to  wait  on  the  feeble 
efforts  of  dame  Nature  to  cure 
the  difeafe,  Whoever  expefts  mi- 
racles will  be  puniflied  with  death 
for  his  credulity;  bqt  fpirited  prac- 
tice ftiould  always  be  tempered  with 
caution. 

NO.  39.  PILULA  HYDRARGYRI 
CAI.CINATI. 

R Hydrargyri  calcinati  (Merc,  cal, 
cinat.  bene  praeparati)  5j, 

Sacchar.  alb.  9ft.  M. 

Confeft.  opiat.  q.  f.  f.  pilulae  No. 
exx,  quaruin  capiat  ij  vel  iij  mane  et 
nofte. 

Inftead  of  Saccharum,  to  divide 
the  powerful  and  aftive  mercurial 
particles,  Pulvis  opii  may  be  ufed, 
which  prevents  the  remedy  afting 
on  the  canal  of  the  inteftines.  This 
was  a favourite  remedy  of  the  late 
Dr.  Hugh  S?nith^  of  Blackfriars, 
and  it  is  certainly  efficacious  in  pri- 
mary, 
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mary,  but  not  to  be  depended  on 
in  fecondary  afFedlions  without  fric- 
tions. 

NO.  40.  PILULA  HYDft.ARCyRI 
VITRIOLATI. 

R Hydrargyri  vitriolat.  (Turbith. 

min.)3f?>> 

Piilv.  opii  Bft, 

Sacchar.  alb.  gr-  xv.  M.  accuratif- 
fime,  deinde  adde  Confect,  opiat.  q. 
f.  f.  pilule  No.  lx,  quariim  fumat  j 
mane  et  noite,  vel  ter  de  die. 

This  is  a very  powerful  remedy, 
and  ufed  by  many  as*a  great  fecret, 
in  venereal  cafes.  It  is  apt  to  nau- 
feate  the  ^ftomach  ; but  in  robufl 
habits,  robufl;  remedies  are  fome- 
times  expedient. 

NO.  41.  PILULA  HYDRARGYRI 
CALCINATI  CAMPHORATA. 

R Hydrarg.  calcinat.  3 ft,, 

Pulv.  camphor.  3ij, 

. . . opii  9ft).  Contere  bene,  de- 


inde adde  Confeft.opiat.  q.  f.  f.  pilulae 
No.  cxx,  quarum  fumat  ij,  hj,  vel 
iv  mane  et  nofte. 

This  is  likewife  a powerful  anti- 
venereal,  and  proper  in  dry  fkins, 
&c, 

NO.  42.  PILULA  HYDRARGYRI  VI- 
TRIOLATI CAMPHORATA. 

R Hydrargyri  vitriolat.  3ft,, 
Pulv.  camphor.  3'j> 

. . . opii  Bf?,.  Contere  bene,  de. 
inde  adde  Confedl.  - opiat.  q.  f.  f. 
pilulae  No.  cxx,  quarum  fumat  j vel 
ij  ter  de  die. 

Camphor  admirably  correfts  the 
more  violent  properties  of  mercury 
in  thefe  latter  formed  pills,  which 
are  very  efficacious  in  all  primary 
affedlions.  By  thus  difperfing,  like- 
wife, the  very  adive  particles  of 
mercury,  the  mercurial  effeds  are 
flower  and  more  certain,  even  in 
clironic  cafes. 


alterantia  mineralia. 

jyjINERAL  alteratives,  flridly  fpeaking,  are  generally  combinations 
of  fulphureous  preparations  w'ith  mercury,  which  ad  on  the  human 
conftitution  without  exciting  any  very  fenfible  evacuation,  and  yet  remove 
many  difeafes  incurable  by  any  other  methods. 

Though  mercuriak  given  in  the  fmall  and  mild  dofes  I have  ever 
recommended,  may  be  confidered  alteratives ; yet  they  are  more  likely,  ' 
from  cold  or  accident,  to  excite  purging,  ptyalifm,  &c.  than  thofe  whigh 
; are  introduced  in  the  following  formula^  w'hich  ought  never  to  excite 
vomiting,  purging,  falivation,  or  even  profufe  fweating.  Their  utmoft 
limits  of  adion  fliould  be  to  penetrate  the  minutefl  fyflems,  and  never 
apparently  to  ftimulate  more  than  by  increafing  infenfible  perfpiration. 

Though  the  prefent  formula  is  calculated  for  the  lues  venerea  as  a 
powerful  and  fafe  auxiliary,  generally  in  conjundion  with  mercurial 
fridions;  yet  the  prefcrlptions  have  been  known  to  eradicate  many 

K * fymptoiu^ 
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fymptoms  of  that  diforder  alone.  When  it  has  been  ncceHary  to  fuipendi 
the  ufe  of  mercury,  either  becaufe  it  afted  too  powerfully  on  the  falivary 
glands,  or  on  the  conftitution  in  general  of  delicate  patients,  alteratives 
become  excellent  fubftitutes. 

Th^  mineral  alteiatives  are  very  iifeful,  likevvife,  li  ivell /ire/iared 
long  continued^  in  moft  chronic  dlfeafes ; they  are  what  1 have  always  pre- 
feribed  as  powerful  agents,  afting  by  imperceptible  degrees,  in  gont, 
chronic  rheumatifms  between  the  paroxyfms,  fcirrhofities  of  the  liver, 
fpleen,  lymphatic  glands,  ferophu la  or  king’s  evil,  indurations,  callofities, 
jor  in  infpilTated  or  coagulated  fluids  of  any  parts,  feirrhous  breafts,  whe- 
ther arifing  from  lying-in,  or  from  occult  cancerous  induration,  in  ulcers 
of  the  legs,  or  womb,  whether  cancerous  or  arifing  from  venereal  caufes; 
in  all  chronic  eniptions  difficult  of  cure ; in  locked  jaw,  palfies,  in  various 
fpecies  of  blindnefs,  as  gutta  ferena,  cataraft,  and  opacities  of  the  cornea, 
&c.  joined  with  camphor,  nitre,  and  other  remedies;  in  dropfies,  and, 
in  fliort,  in  all  obfeure,  deep-feated,  chronic  difeafes,  which  refift  the  ac- 
cuftomed  remedies.  Obftinate  difeafes  are  thus  fometimes  cured  *. 

The  chief  life  intended  at  prefent  of  thefe  compofitions,  is  in  cafes 
of  complicated  lues  venerea ; whether  it  be  with  fcrophula,  feurvy,  cancer- 
ous affefHons,  or  leprofy,  &c.  The  mineral  alteratives  are  likewife 
excellent  as  powerful  auxiliaries  in  all  venereal  eruptions;  but  it  mu  ft  be 
obferved,  though  they  apparently  remove  m.any  fymptoms,  yet  they 
lliould  not  be  entirely  depended  on  in  venereal  affeftions,  without  the 
jundlion  of  mild  friftions.  How  they  operate,  would  require  a longoc 
freatife  to  explain  than  the  prefent ; but  thofe  who  are  beft  acquainted 
with  the  minute  funiftions  of  the  exhalent,  inhalent,  and  lymphatic 

f * See  myTreatifes  on  the  Gout,  nervous  and  biliary  Difeafes  from  harden- 
ed or  feirrhous  Liver,  Jaundice,  feirrhousand  cancerous  Breafts  and  Womb, 
old  Ulcers  of  the  Legs  and  other  Parts.  See  Tetanus,  and  fix  cafes  cured  of 
?lie  locked ja^,  five  of  which  came  into  the  St.  Mary-le-bone  Infirmary,  and, 
tyere  perfectly  cured  by  the  alterative  pills,  camphor,  &c.  likewife  in  Ob- 
fervations  on  the  putrid,  yellow,  and  other  Fevers  of  hot  Climates,  in  the 
Medical  Advice  to  the  Army  and  Navy,  which  was  prefented  to  his  prefent 
Majefty,  at  the  levee,  1776  ; wherein  feirrhous  livers  of  hot  climates  are  con- 
Ifidered.  In  the  Treatife,  volume  the  third,  of  the  Rational  PraClice  of 
jPhyfic,  are  one  hundred  and  eighteen  difeafes  and  operations  of  the  eyes 
conlidered,  and  fome  fuccefsfully  treated,  in  many  cafes,  by  mineral  altera- 
tives, &c.  Many  palfies  have  been  cured  at  tlie  St.  Mary-le-bone  Infir- 
mary by  tlie  fame  means,  &c.  See  the  Treatife  on  fwelled  Legs,  Dropfies, 
retarding  the  Decay  of  the  Conftitution,  and  on  the  Neceflity  of  encouraging 
the  Study  of  Anatomy ; addrefled  and  fent  to  every  noble  member  of  Lords 
and  Commons,  &c,  &c. 


fyftems,. 
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A'ftems,  and  all  the  experiments  of  Mrahani  Kaaiu,  and  others,  dt  ptr- 
ffirMi  externa  et  mterna,  will  eafily  perceive  how  they  aft  on  the  human 
bodv.  If  they  likewife  read  with  attention  what  is  advanced  in  Schola 
Medicince,  volume  the  fecond,  on  this  and  fimilar  fubjefts,  and  well 
coufider  that  the  tela  celhdofa  forms  almoft  every  part  of  the  body,  and 
that  the  cells,  large  or  moft  minute,  univerfally  communicate,  whicli 
has  been  irrefutably  proved  by  Haller  and  others,  with  the  external  and 
internal  continual  infenfible  perfpiration,  and  irroration  of  vapours,  fluids, 
and  the  fenfible  aftion  of  odorous  fulphurs,  garlic,  onion,  camphor, 
turpentines,  &c.  through  the  minuteft  ofcula  of  exhalent  arteries,  &c. 
their  inquiries  may  be  rewarded  with  a gratifying  fatisfaftion  ; but  this  U 
tire  time  to  ad  pradically,  not  to  fpeculate  *. 

The  mineral  alterative  plan  of  treating  many  chronic  difeafes,  it  appears, 
is  little  underftood,  even  by  the  moft  learned,  in  other  mfpefts,  of  the 
profeffion.  Though  the  remedies  have  been  fuccefsfully  preferibed  above 
thirty  years,  and  the  preferiptions  publiflied  in  various  parts  of  the 
Rational  Pradice  of  Phyfic,  for  that  period,  in  the  moft  open  manner; 
in  fliort,  all  that  has  been  known  or  obferved,  has  been  already  fincerely, 
and  without  the  leaft  difguife',  communicated  ; yet  it  has  happened  tliat 
the  remedies  have  not  been  fo  univerfally  applied  as  it  was  hoped,  and 
their  great  efficacy  merited.  Mankind,  therefore,  have  not  received 
the  important  benefits  intended.  Pride  and  envy,  ignorance  and  illibe- 
ralitv,  have  too  often  interpofed  their  pernicious  officioufnefs  to  tlie  injury 
of  fociety,  and  have  frequently  prevented  the  falutary  ufe  of  alteratives  in 
die  moft  important  cafes  of  difeafe.  This  fad,  and  the  parties  who 
formed  illiberal  cabals  againft  what  they  would  not  comprehend,  are  well 
known  to  the  profeffion ; but  the  trifling  opinions  of  little  minds  and  left 
fcience  were  always  difregarded  by  the  author.  Engaged  as  he  has  been, 
and  it  is  well  known,  through  life,  in  a continual  and  induftrious  endea- 
vour to  improve  the  healing  art,  a love  of  peace  and  harmony,  and  the 
diligent  attendance  of  extenfive  pradice,  did  not  afford  time  to  liften  to 
the  detrading  underhand  whifpers  of  calumny,  nor  to  the  more  daring 
violations  of  honour  and  integrity,  concerted,  without  reafon  or  any  regard 
to  truth,  by  the  adlivity  of  malevolence,  inveteracy  of  malice,  or  grofs 
errors  and  perverfeuefs  of  ignorance  f. 

* In  the  intended  third  volume  of  Scbola  Medicince,  containing  the 
rationale  and  pradice  of  all  the  branches  of  medicine,  founded  on  the  truths 
advanced  in  the  two  volumes  already  publiflied,  I may  more  elaborately 
explain  the  operation  of  alteratives  from  tlie  numerous  fads  in  my  pofleffion. 

t It  has  been  infinuated,  that  though  extraordinary  cures  were  fometimes 
performed  (for  fads  cannot  be  denied),  yet  it  could  not  liave  been  by  the 
methods  the  author  publiflied;  for  other  praditioaers  ufed  the  fame  reme- 
dies. 
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, eics,  and  failed.  In  aftfwer  to  the  illiberal  a(Teftion,  that  the  authofvifcd 
any  other  methods  than  thofe  communicated,  it  is  in  the  mod  folemn  man- 
ner denied.  The  remedies  prefcribed  having  been  prepared  by  many  emi- 
nent apothecaries  in  this  metropolis,  who  attended  conjointly  the  patients* 
and  who  were  witneffes  to  the  fuccefs,  fometimes  in  feirrhous  bread,  ulcerat- 
ed womb,  venereal  cafes,  &c.  &c.  they  are  ready  and  willing  to  refute  that 
untruth,  fo  injurious  to  fociety  and  the  feelings  of  humanity.  In  \\\q  formula: 
medicamentorim\n  public  ufe  at  the  St.  Mary-le-bone  Infirmary,  where*  the 
author  has  been  phyfician  many  years,  all  the  alterative  remedies  have  been 
introduced  from  the  time  he  entered  on  that  important  office,  and  fuccefs, 
as  IS  well  known  in  many  indanecs,  proved  the  reffitude  and  veracity  of  the 
doClrinfes  advanced.  In  anfwer  to  the  fame  remedies  having  been  ufed  without 
fuccefs ; pradlitioners  might  have  been  often  difappointed  from  want  of  accu- 
racy in  the  preparations,  or  owing  toadulterations;  or  from  not  rubbing  the 
eompofitions  the  length  of  time  prefcribed,  they  mud  have  been  frequently 
adminidered  without  fuccefs,  particularly  in  cancerous  cafes.  Nothing  but 
an  ignorance  of  anatomy,  phyfiology,  and  pathology,  could  fuppofe  any 
means  devifed  by  man  capable  of  curing  certain  dages  of  cancer.  If  the 
authors  of  underhand  detradtion  will  look  into  the  Tr^atife  on  cancerous 
Difeafes,  and  the  Letters,  publiflied  in  1773,  on  medical  Vanity,  and  againd 
Hemlock,  in  volume  the  fird  of  the  Rational  Pradlice  of  Phyfic,  they  will 
find  that  work  rather  calculated  to  fhow  the  impojjibility  of  curing  cancerous, 
cafes  from  anatomical  reafoning,  except  in  the  fird  dages;  though  fome- 
times it  has  happened,  that  very  delperate  cafes  have  been  cured,  and  in 
many  indances  the  ravaging  and  frightful  difeafe  has  been  greatly  relieved 
and  retarded  in  its  progrefs.  That  treatife  was  written  as  an  improvement 
in  the  treatment  of  bread  a,nd  womb  cafes,  &c.  to  prevent  the  dangerous 
impodure  of  pretenders  to  the  cure  of  cancers ; which,  while  it  often  de- 
droys  the  afflidted,  is  a difgrace  to  the  profeffioii  to  fuffer.  One  of  the  con- 
cluding paragraphs  of  the  work  is  as  follow's;  after  indudrioufly  invedigating 
and  enumerating  all  that  has  been  done  in  cancers  for  above  tnuo  thoufand- 
years,  it  iS  faid,  “ The  learned  reader  will  perceive,  that  the  modes  oftreat- 
ment  I have  adopted  and  communicated  are  new  ; and,  if  theyfnatch,  now 
and  then,  an  unfortunate  vidtim  from  death,  or  even  palliate  the  fymptom.s 
of  the  incurable,  it  will  not  only  requite  the  author  for  his  unremitting  re- 
fearches,  but  perhaps  point  out  new  paths  to  other  abler  pradlitioners,  and 
promote  a fpirit  of  emulation  for  accomplilhing  future  improvements.” 

This  is  a proof  pofitive,  that  indead  of  pretending  to  cure  cancer,  as  fome, 
rcgardlefs  of  truth,  have  afferted,  the  reverfe  is  announced,  and  reafons 
for  the  caiifes  of  difficulty  and  impoflibility  of  cure,  under  certain  circum- 
dances,  are  fully  explained.  No  part  of  the  work  holds  out  falfe  hopes  to 
the  afflidled,  or  irrational  expe8ations  of  cure  to  the  profeffional  inexpe- 
rienced. The  whole  writing  is  calculated  to  decry  all  violent,  and  recom- 
mend mild  pradlices;  to  caution  mankind  againd  the  deluding  boadings  and 
fallacious  promifes  of  daring  and  ignorant  empiricifm;  and  to  inculcate 
the  neceflity  of  the  patients’  fubmillion  in  bearing  temporary  inconvenience, 

rather 
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rather  than  fly  inconfiderately,  and  believe  in  the  glaring  impolTibiriues, 
which  generally  excite  additional  excruciating  pain,  permanent  mifery,  and 
finally  terminate  in  certain  and  inevitable  dellrudlion.  Every  fentence  in 
the  book  has  been  the  refill t of  accurate  obfervation  and  long  experience, 
and  tends  to  fliow  in  the  cleared  manner,  that  no  opprobrium  is  attaclied  to  ’ 
the  art  of  medicine,  or  pradlitioners,  for  not  being  able  to  cure  feveral 
fpecies  of  cancer,  &c.  which  knaves  and  deceivers  pretend  to,  and  honour- 
able men  avoid  promifing.  Similar  fentiments  and  reafonings  will  be  found 
in  the  Treatife  on  Gout  and  many  other  difeafes.  The  firft  thing  a phyfician 
has  to  do,  is  to  comprehend  clearly  what  is  prailically  probable  or  pof- 
> fible,  and  the  bed  mode  of  applying  medicine;  and,  fecondly,  to  as  well 
underdand  what  is  inipradlicable  or  impodible,  and  the  rationale  of  both. 
Such  acquidtions  are  the  ultimate  refult  of  long  dudy  and  experience, 
guided  by  found  fenfe  and  integrity;  and  didinguiflt  true  learning  and 
fcience  from  hypothefis,  unreafonable  expeifation,  and  ignorance. 

. Another  palpable  error,  which  many  pradlitionerS’  have  fallen  into,  is 
a fuppofition  that  mercurials  and  antimonial  fulphurs,  combined  even  by  lon^ 
trituration  (for  on  this  their  efficacy  greatly  depends),  were  not  diffimilar  to 
mercury  alone.  When  they  have  feen  from  a quarter  of  a grain  to  a grain 
of  calomel,  &c.  united  with  an  equal  quantity  of  truly  prepared  kermes 
mineral,  or fulphur  auratum  antimonii  (now  called  fiilphur  antimonii  praecipi- 
tatum),  they  have  expreded  their  furprife  and  fears,  when  it  has  been  pro- 
pofed  to  give  fuch  dofes  three  or  four  times  a day,  with  the  pul-sis  alterans 
purificans,  in  dofes  from  twenty  to  thirty  grains,  with  camphor  mixtures,  or 
folutions,  in  cancerous,  fcrophulous,  or  complicated  venereal  cafes.  This 
apprehenfion  mud  have  entirely  arifen,  either  from  not  knowing  the  nature 
of  thefe  compofitions,  or  from  not  having  feen  them  adminidered.  When 
thefe  fubdances  are  truly  prepared,  and  the  articles  obtained  from  Apothe- 
' caries’  Hall  (and  none  other  dtould  be  depended  on),  theiraftion  in  the  human 
4 body  is  quite  different  to  mercury  in  any  form  alone;  and  abundance  of  expe- 

irience  proves,  in  many  thoufands  of  indances,  that,  to  produce  falutary  effects, 
they  ffiould  be  given  every  fix  or  eight  hours  in  the  day.  Dofe  diould  fucceed 
dofe  uniformly,  that  the  mild  adtion  of  one  (hould  fcarcely  expire  before 
i another  continually  fucceeds,  and  a very  dridt  regimen  fiiould  be  obferved. 
j In  this  mode  of  prefepibing  confids  the  whole  efficacy  of  the  alterative  plan. 

4 Mercury  is  correfted,  and  its  falivant  properties  dedroyed  by  antimonial 
t)  fulphurs  ; the  preparation  is  no  longer  to  be  confldered  mercurial  nor  anti- 

n monial,  dridtly  fpeaking,  but  a neutralized  medicine,  containing  the  gene- 

1 ral  properties  of  both  thofe  generous  minerals.  Though  thefe  compodtions 
1 rarely  excite  any  commotion  in  the  human  body,  if  jud  dofes  be  afeertained,  " 

I according  to  cafes,  circumdances,  and  conditutions,  and  by  warm  clothing 

I and  prudent  precautions,  cold  be  avoided  in  this  changeable  climate;  yet  in 

i fame  very  rare  indances,  naufea  and  other  effefts  have  been  oblerved,  con- 

trary to  their  intentions  as  alteratives;  to  prevent  which,  it  is  an  excellent 
' method  to  take  them  after  breakfad,  dinner,  and  fupper,  and  always  toavo'd 

''  atids,  fruits,  'vegetables,  falads,  &c.  during  the  wliole  time  of  their  admi- 

^ nidrution; 
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nitration  ; left  the  particles  of  the  compofitions  be  fo  thoroughly  decom- 
pofed  as  to  defeat  all  their  alterative  intentions. 

The  formula  commences  with  the  mildeft,  and  finifties  with  the  moft 


powerful  mineral  alteratives. 

NO.  43.  HYDRARCYE.US  SULPHU- 

RATUS  NIGER,  VEL  iETHIOPS 

J4INERALIS  ROWLEII. 

R Sulphuris  praecipi'tati  (Ladl. 
fnlplutris), 

Fydrargyri  purificati,  aa"  ftj. 

Mifceantiir  intime  in  mortario  vi- 
treo  vel  lapideo  cum  piftillo  fimili, 
aut  ligneo  miindo,  donee  mercurius 
difparuerit. 

This  athiops  mlneralis  is  fuperior 
to  the  common  of  the  fliops.  It  is 
one  of  the  mildeft  alteratives,  and 
enters  the  compofition  of  pulvis  al- 
terans  purificans.  It  is  not  inert 
and  inadlive,  as  fome  have  ima- 
gined, and  is  adapted  for  delicate 
conftitutions,  and  is  ufeful  in  fumi- 
gations; but  care  muft  be  taken  to 
have  it  always  prepared  by  tritura- 
tion. 

NO.  44.  HYDRARGYRUS  SULPHU- 

RATUS  RUBER,  VEL  CINNABAR 

FACTXTIUM. 

The  cinnabar  is  fimilar  in  its 
properties  to  the  aethiops  mineral ; 
but  rather  more  powerful.  Its  ufe 
is  a mild  alterative  with  or  without 
nitre,  camphor,  or  pulvis  e traga- 
canth.  compofitus;  but  with  thefe 
ingredients  it  is  a ufefiil  remedy  in 
the  gonorrhoea^  or  urethritis  vene- 
rea,  particularly  in  thofe  peculiar 
habits  wherein  more  adlive  remedies 
are  contraindicated.  It  is  likewife 
proper  when  the  life  of  mercury  is 
fufpended  from  various  caufes.  A 


dram  or  dram  and  a half,  applied 
twice  a day,  is  very  excellent  in 
promoting  the  cure  of  venereal  ul- 
cers of  the  throat  or  nofe,  in  the 
form  of  a fumigation ; and  thus  ex- 
hibited it  has  cured  the  lues,  but  it 
is  with  difficulty  fome  bear  thefe 
fumes,  efpecially  if  the  lungs  be 
very  irritable. 

JEthiops  mineral^  applied  exter- 
nally, purifies  forbid  venereal  ulcers, 
and  mixed  with  fugar  and  often  put 
on  the  tongue,  and  gradually  fwal- 
lowed,  cures  venereal  ulcers  of  the 
mouth,  throat,  and  fauces,  and  is  an 
ufeful  fubftitute  where  fumigation 
is  contraindicated. 

NO.  45.  PILULAE  ALTERANTES 
MITIORES. 

R PulverisalterantismitiorisRovv. 

leii  5i. 

Confefl.  opiat.  q.  f.  f.  pilulas  No. 
Ix,  quarum  j vel  ij  ter  vel  quater  de 
die. 

This  is  the  lighteft  alterative  after 
aethiops. 

NO.  46.  PILUL.E  ALTERANTES 
FORTIORES, 

R Pulveris  alterantis  fortioris 
Row  leii 

Confect,  opiat.  vel  Damocratis  q. 
f.  f.  pilulac  No.  lx,  quarum  fumat  j 
ter  vel  quater  de  die  cum  regimine, 
fine  omnibus  acidis. 

It  is  neceflary  in  very  delicate 
habits  to  begin  with  half-grain  pills, 
and  gradually  increafe  the  dofe  to 

onq 
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i cne  or  two  grains,  accordhig  to  tlie 
;)  ftate  of  the  ftomach.  This  is  not 
Plummer’s  pill,  as  fome  have  ima- 
I gined,  but  very  fimilar.  It  is  effi- 
cacious in  many  chronic  difeafes, 
in  recent  induration  of  the  breafts 
after  lying-in,  or  in  recent  cancer- 
ous affeftions.  Numerous  inftances 
of  its  efficacy  are  well  known  to 
’ feveral  of  the  profeffion.  It  may 
' be  ufed  in  cafes  where  mercury 
cannot  be  exhibited,  and  in  mofl: 
complicated  venereal  affeftions,  &c. 
&c. 

NO.  47.  PILULE  ALTERANTES 
fortissimo:. 

R Pulveris  alterantis  fortiflimi 
i Rowleii 

Confedf.  opiat.  vel  Damocrat.  q. 
f.  f.  pilulae  No.  lx,  quarum  fumat  j 
ter  de  die  cum  regimine,  line  omni- 
bus acidis. 

Thefe  pills  are  powerful  in  cu- 
taneous venereal  eruptions,  in  glan- 
dular or  other  indurations  and 
callofities,  and  are  ufefiil  auxiliaries 
in  venereal  complicated  cafes.  Both 
this  and  the  laft  are  ufeful  in 
fcirrhous  liver,  fo  common  in  hot 
climates,  and  in  a variety  of  chronic 
complaints ; but  in  adfual  venereal 
cafes  light  diftant  friftions  lliould 
be  added. 

I NO.  48.  PILULiE  ALTERANTES 
MERCURII  CALCINATI. 

R Hydrargyri  calcinati  (Merc, 
^calcinat.) 

I Sulpluiris  antimonii  priEcipitati,  Uli 
5ij.  Contere  bene  in  niortario  lapi- 
deo  vel  vitreo;  f.  pnlvis. 

' R Hujus  pulveris  5j, 

Confcdt.  opiat.  vel  Damocrat.  q. 


f.  f.  pikilas  No.  lx,  quarum  fiimilt ; 
ter  vel  qiiatcr  de  die  cum  regimine, 
et  fine  acidis. 

If  any  of  the  foregoing  pills 
fliould  occafion  a laxncfs  of*  the 
infeftines,  which  they  feldom  do 
unlefs  the  patients  eat  vegetables,, 
fruits,  or  ufe  acids  in  falads  or 
other  foods,  which  are  always  im- 
proper in  thefe  mercurial  courfes, 
a little  tmSlura  olid  may  be  given  in 
mift.  camphorat.  Camphor  may 
likewife  be  added  to  the  pills,  or 
taken  in  any  other  form,  particular- 
ly in  dry  Ikins.  ■ 

NO.  49.  PULVIS  ALTERANS  PUR*1- 

fican.s. 

R Pulveris  falis  nitri  puriffimi, 
.^thiopis  mineralis  Rowleii,  aa 

Contere  ben?  in  mortario  lapideo, 
f.  pnlvis. 

R Hujus  pulveris  5(5),  dividend,  in 
X partes,  quarum  capiat  j ter  vel 
quater  de  die  in  coch.  ij  aquae  hord. 
vel  mill,  camphorat. 

This,  in  conjunflion  with  pilulae 
alterantes  fortiores,  is  what  I have 
generally  preferibed  in  glandular 
indurations' of  the  breafts,  and  in 
ulcerous  womb  cafes.  An  extra- 
ordinary inftance  of  fuccefs  is  given 
in  the  Letter  againft  Hemlock  in 
vol.  i.  of  the  Rational  Prafti^e  of 
PItyfic.  This  powder  has  cured, 
in  rather  larger  dofes,  ulcers  of  the 
internal  furface  of  the  redtum,  piles, 
&c.  without  pills. 

NO.  50.  PULVIS  ALTERANS  ANTA- 
CIDUS.  i 

R Magnef.  alb.  .^j, 

Hydrarg.  fulph.  Tub.  Jiij.  M.  dofie 
9jad  3J.  . Un-  j; 

This 
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This  and  moft  of  the  other  pre- 
fcviptions  are  amongft  my  Formula 
Medicamentorum,  written'  for  that 
excellent  inftitution,  the  St.  Mary- 
le-bone  Infirmary. 

The  pulvis  alterans  antacidus  is 
chiefly  for  children,  as  a corrector 
of  acidity  and  light  alterative ; it 
may  likewife  be  ufeful  for  adults  in 
larger  dofes. 

no. 51.  PULVIS  ALTERANS  CINNA- 
BARIS  NITROSUS. 

B:  Hydrargyri  fulphurati  rubris 
(cinnab.)  3vj, 

Pulveris  falls  nitri  puriflimi, 

e tragacanth.  c.  aa 

f.  pulvis,  dividendus  in  xvj  dofis, 
cjuarum  capiat  j ter  vel  quater  de  die 
in  coch.  iij  aquae  purae,  vel  mifiurae 
camphoratae.  , 

This  is  ufeful  in  urethritis  ve- 
nerea, or  in  many  cafes  wherein  a 
light  and  miljl  alterative  is  necef- 
fary.  Both  this  and  the  pulvis  al- 
terans purificans  have  cured  inve- 
terate ulcers  of  the  legs,  &c.  in  many 
inftances,  and,  joined  with  pilulae 
alterantes  and  fumigation,  they  have 
removed  callofities  of  theperinapum, 
jiflulous  ulcers,  &c. 

51.  PULVIS  ALTERANS  CIN- 
NABARIS. 

jfi  Cinnabaris  fadt.  . '' 

Pulveris  e tragacanth.  c.  aa 
M.  f.  pulvis  dividendus  in  xvj  partes, 
quarum  fumat  j ter  vel  quater  de  die 
in  coch.  ij  aquae. 

This  is  a light  alterative,  and 
adapted  to  the  yfe  of  pregnant  wo- 
men, children,  and  perfons  of  de- 
licate cotiftitutions.  It  is  proper 
when  the  ufe  of  mercury  is  fufpend- 


ed,  and  is  ufeful  in  various  erup* 
tions  not  of  an,  inveterate  nature, 

All  alteratives  fliould  be  con-» 
tinued  many  months. 

NO.  54.  PULVIS  ALTERANS  ANTl- 
MONIALIS. 

Be  Antimon.  crudi  beneppt. 
dividend,  in  xvj  partes,  quarum 
fuvnat  j bis  vel  ter  in  die  cum  aliquo. 
fyrupo. 

With  or  without  nitre  this  pow- 
der is  proper  when  mercury  has 
adled  too  powerfully  on  the  falivary 
glands,  to  refirain  its  force. 

Flores,  or  lac  fulphur.  are  like- 
wife proper  under  fimilar  circum- 
ftances,  magnefia,  &c. 

NO.  55.  PULVIS  ALTERANS  ANTI- 
MONIALIS  NITROSUS. 

Be  Antimon.  crud.  bend  ppt. 

, Sacchar.  alb. 

Pulveris  nitri  purifTimi, 

e tragacanth.  c.  aa"  3iij- 

M.  f.  pulvis  dividendus  in  xvj  partes, 
quarum  capiat  j ter  vel  quater  de  die 
in  coch.  ij  aquae  hordeatae. 

This  is  fimilar  in  ufe  to  the  for^ 
mer,  and  more  adapted  to  inflam- 
matory habits.  It  is  likewife  ufe- 
ful as  an  alterative  and  purifier  in 
many  cutaneous  aflfeftions. 

NO.  56.  PULVIS  alterans  MITIOR 
ROWLEII. 

Be  Argenti  vivi  dcpuratilTimi  5')f 

Sulph.  antimon.  praecip.  3vj. 

Contere  bend,  donee  mercuriira 
dirparuprit,  f.  pulvis. 

NO.  57.  PULVIS  ALTERANS  FOR- 
TIOR  ROWLEII. 

Be  Merc,  dulcis  fexies  fub.  prae- 
parat.  triturationc  cum  aqua  repetita, 

Sulph- 


Sulph.  antimon.  prsecipitat.  aa  §ij. 
( Contere  ben^  xx  qiiatuor  horis  in 
mortario  vitreo,  f.  piilvis. 

: NO.  58.  PULVIS  ALTERANS  FOR- 

TISSIMOS ROWLEIL, 

I 

R Hydrarg.  vitriolat.  (Turbith. 
min.)  5ij, 

Sulph.  antimon.  priecipitat.  ^{5,. 
I M.  accufatinime,  diu  terendo  in 
mortario  vitreo,  f.  pul  vis. 

; Thefe  powders  fliould  always 
be  compofed  of  the  preparations 
from  Apothecaries’  Hall;  for  none 
other  can  be  depended  on.  The 
. ' adulterations  and  fophiftications  of 
medicines  will  be  hereafter  fully 
confidered  and  expofed  in  the  third 
volume  of  Schola  IMedicinae,  where 
the  black  catalogue,  and  the  means 
of  detedion,  will  appear  in  parallel 
< columns,  in  the  manner  the  phyfio- 
;l  logy,  fcholia,  &c.  and  pathology, 

iare  arranged  in  the  fecond  volume 
of  Schola  Medicine.  The  beft 
I intentions,  and  the  moft  Ikilful 
» prefcriptions  of  the  phvfician,  may 
i be  defeated  by  ill-prepared  reme- 
f <lies ; therefore,  thofe  gentlemen 
f who  have  all  their  chemical  and 
I mineral  preparations  from  the  Hall 
1 are  moft  worthy  of  confidence. 

Another  remark  is  neceflary. 
Unlefs  the  trituration  of  the  altera- 
tive powders  be  long  continued, 
the  intimate  union  of  the  fulphure- 
ous  antimonial  with  the  hydrargy- 
r;c  particles  will  not  be  complete, 
and  the  remedy,  confequently,  will 
not  be  an  alterative.  The  criterion, 
that  the  medicine  in  general  is  well 
prepared,  is,  that  it  has  no  fenfible 


aftion  on  the  human  frame,  which 
likewife  determines  the  proper  dole. 
Medicine  ought  to  be  always  ad- 
jufted  more  to  the  patient’s  feel- 
ings than  to  any  preconceived  opi- 
nion of  certain  dofes,  which  muft 
ever  vary  in  praftice,  as  every  fkil- 
ful  phyfician  well  knows. 

The  next  preparation  is  one 
of  the  moft  important  inven- 
tions in  the  healing  art  for  various 
purpofes  of  venereal  infedrion ; it  is 
tnercurius  corrojivus  fubllmatus^  now 
called  hydrargyrum  muriatus ; the  for- 
mer is  the  moft  proper  name,  be- 
caufe  it  may  make  praftitioners 
refledl  a little  on  the  power  of  the 
medicine,  before  they  preferibe. 
This  preparation  has  been  applaud- 
ed, fufpefted,  and  in  fome  inftances 
condemned  by  thofe  who  have  not 
been  particularly  exaft  ^s  to  its 
preparation^  or  who  have  given  it  in 
too  large  dofes;  but  the  moft  im- 
proper and  moft  dangerous  form  of 
giving  this  medicine  has  been  in 
pills;  and  it  is  with  concern  I fee 
fuch  an  able  and  learned  phyfician  as 
the  juftly  celebrated  Plenck,  of  Vien- 
na, venture  to  give  corrofive  fubli- 
mate  in  any  form  except  in  folution. 

Theieaft  negligence  in  the  pre-  - 
parer  of  corrofive  fublimate  pills, 
inftead  of  curing,  may  prove  fatal 
to'tlie  patient ; and  certainly  no  fage 
nor  humane  phyfician  will  rifk  the 
reputation  of  the  art  in  promoting 
hazardous  praftices,  that  may  be 
. fafely  prevented  by  changing  the 
mere  form  oftheprefeription. 

It  has  been  known  that  one  grain 

I 2 taken 
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taken  into  tlie  flomatb,  in  the  form 
of  a pill,  or  undiflblved,  has  corroded 
the  ftomach,  and  proved  fatal;  and 
I had  lately  an  inftance  where  an 
ignorant  perfon  threw  in  two  or 
three  grains  of  corrolive,  in  Head  of 
difTolving  it  by  rubbing  in  a glafs 
mortar  with  the  liquid,  and  it  nearly 
deftroyed  the  patient:  I faved  his 
life  by  giving  him  diluted  volatile 
alkali.  On  infpedtion  after  death, 
the  ftomach  has  been  found  vio- 
lently inflamed,  and  ulcerated  in 
the  fpot  where  it  was  reafonably 
fuppofed  the  corroftve  fublimate 
afted.  If  an  accident  of  this  fort 
happen, volatile  alkali  and  water  foon 
convert  it  into  a precipitate,  only 
produftive  of  naufea  or  vomiting. 

It  is  neceflary  to  apprize  practi- 
tioners, again,  that  they  cannot  be 
too  cautious  in  being  perfectly  fure 
of  the  exaCt  preparation  of  this  me- 
dicine ; for  it  has  been  known,  and 
proved,  that  fome  of  the  cunning 
chemical  artifts,  abroad  and  in 
England,  to  increafe  their  profit, 
in  the  wholefale  way,  have  united 
and  fublimed  arfenic  with  this  pre- 
, paration.  The  punifliment  of  death 
is  too  favourable’  for  thefe  un- 
feeling preparers  of  fuch  deftruc-' 
tive  materials ; but  it  is  faid,  with 
great  regret,  that  many  other  mer- 
curial and  antimonial  remedies  are 
equally  adulterated,  from  fimilar 
motives. 

The  laws  hitherto  invented  have 
not  been  adequate  to  the  iniquity, 
and  nothing  but  the  dread  of  capital 
punifliment,  or  perpetual  banifti- 
ment  and  confifcation  of  property, 


would  awaken  the  barbarous  ope- 
rators, venders  of  fuCh  ftrong  poi- 
fons,  to  a fenfe  of  their  moral 
duties;  but  this  muft  be  left  to  the 
wifdom  of  the  legiflature,  fome 
honourable  member  of  which  mav 
interpofe^  rife  up,  and  put  an  end  to 
thefe  nefarious  and  abominable 
practices,  as  well  as  many  others  of 
greater  notoriety  in  the  articles  of 
diet,  particularly  in  bread,  beer, 
fpirits ; which  latter,  inftead  of 
ftrengthening,  prey  upon  the  vitals 
of  the  indiiftrious  poor,  and  pro- 
duce w'eakened  habits  and  prema- 
ture death.  Commerce  is  the  very 
foul  of  Great  Britain  : but  medical 
and  dietetic  articles  of  traffic  fliould 
not  be  fuffered  to  injure  or  deftroy 
the  conftitutions  of  human  beings 
in  any  country. 

The  mercurius  corrojivus  fublima~ 
tus^  now  hydrargyrus  muriatus, 
given  in  the  ufual  dofes,  has  difap- 
pointed  the  expectations  of  the 
faculty,  as  w^ell  as  the  mal-prepara- 
tion  of  the  remedy.  Some  have 
reported,  that  it  will  not  cure  a 
confirmed  lues,  fo  that  the  cure  fhall 
remain  pern;ianent ; others  have  ob- 
ferved,  that  it  occafions  naufea, 
vomiting,  and  purging;  and  thus  its 
mercurial  intentions  are  defeated. 

Thefe  obfervations  may  be  true, 
fome  of  which  I have  been  wdtnefs 
to.  The  chief  caufes  of  thefe  effeCls 
have  either  arifen  from  too  great 
dofes  of  the  mercurius  corrojivus  fubli- 
matus,  or  from  its  fophifticated  pre- 
paration. In  order  to  preferve  the 
ufe  of  fo  valuable  a medicine,  and 
having  feen  its  excellent  antivene- 
A real 


j real  efFe£ls  between  tkirty  and  forty 
years  ago,  as  prefcribed  by  Van 
^ Swieten,  who  gave  too  large  dofes, 

I even  for  robuft  foldiers  or  failors; 
I diminiflied  the  dofe,  and  united  it 
in  aqueous  folution  of  camphor 
I with  tart  arum  emeticum,  now  called 
antimonium  tartarijatum.  I never 
; gave  above  the  fixteenth,  twelfth, 
i or  eighth  of  a grain  of  each,  always 
dilTolved  and  diluted,  fo  that  it  never 
difturbs  the  ftomach  with  naufea, 
j nor  irritates  the  inteftines.  The 
. antimonial  adds  to  its  penetrating 
( powers,  and,  thus  adminiftered,  it 
j is  exceedingly  efficacious  in  prompt- 
I Jy  removing  chancres,  venereal  ul- 
’ cers  of  the  throat,  nofe,  palate, 
i nodurnal  pains  in  the  bones,  and 
I mod  violent  venereal  fymptoms, 

I old  ulcers  of  the  urethra  cccaSon- 
'■  gleets,  and,  in  fliort,  in  every* 

fpecies  of  lues  venerea. 

Other  prcfcribers  have  given  from 
a quarter  of  a grain  to  a whole 
grain,  once  or  twice  in  the  day ; 
few  ftomachs  will  bear  thefe  dan- 
gerous dofes : but  nearly  the  ffime 
remedy,  adminiftered  in  my  mode, 
has  excellent  effefts,  without  in  the 
leaft  didurbing  the  conftitutiou. 

Numerous  praftitioners  in  this 
metropolis,  who  have  prepared  the 
remedy  from  my  prefcription,  have 
feen  the  excellent  antivenereal  effeifts 
of  the  mercurius  corrojiuus  fublimatus^ 
joined  with  tartarum  cmeticum  and 
camphor,  in  the  following  forms ; 

KO.  59,  SOLUTIO  MERCURII  COR- 
ROSIVI  SUBLIMATI  ANTIMONIA. 
LIS  MITIOR. 

. ik  Mercur.  corrofiv.  fublimat. 


) 

Tart.  emet.  aa.  gr.j.  Solve  in  mid., 
caniphorat.  sviij,  accurate  terendo  iH 
mortario  viireo  cum  fiiuili  piffiUo, 
fenfim  addendo  mid,  campliorat.  fiat 
folutio,  cujus  fuinat  oft  (a  wooden 
table  fpoonful),  ter  de  die  in  codi. 
iv  infuf.  I'afFafras. 

This  fil'd  prefcription  contains 
the  Jixteenth  of  a grain  of  each  of 
the  materials  in  a dofe.  A wooden 
fpoon  is  recommended,  bec^jfe  all 
metallic  fubdances  would  be  im- 
proper; a glafs  meafure  however 
would  be  much  better,  and,  as 
exaiflnefs  is  neceftary,  it  might  be 
fafed  to  order  the  remedy  in  a 
draught. 

NO.  60. 

Be  Solutionis  mercur.  corrofiv- 
fublimat.  aiitimonialis  mitioris 
exacle, 

camphorat.  5jf5>.  M.  f.  hauC- 
tus  bis  yel  ter  de  die  fumendus. 

If  the  patient  may  be  fuppofed  to 
well  bear  the  eighth  of  a grain,  two 
or  three  tinles  a-day ; then  the  fol- 
lowing form  may  be  adminideredL 

NO.  61.  SOLUTIO  MERCURII  COU- 

ROSIVI  ,ANTIMOMAL,IS  FOR- 

TIOR. 

Be  Mercur.  corrof.  fiib. 

Tart.  emet.  ^ gr.  ij.  Solve  in 
miflur.  camphorat.  §viij;  terendo  5a 
mortario  vitreo,  cum  fimili  piflillo, 
fenfim  addendo  mid.  camphorat.  f. 
acciiratiHime,  folutio. 

NO.  f)2. 

Be  Hujus  folntionis  gfj,, 

Spt.  lavend.  c.  5j, 

Mid.  camphorat.  gijft.  F.  hauf- 
tus,  mane  ct  node  fumendus. 
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The  folution  may  be  taken  in 
faflafras  tea,  decodlum  Hgnorum, 
• farfaparilla,  or  Lilbon  diet-drink, 
according  to  the  will  of  the  pre* 
feriber.  The  main  force  of  me- 
dicine is  in  the  folution,  and  what- 
ever it  may  be  diluted  with  is  only 
/ intended  to  divide  and  difperfe  its 
aflive  particles  (fo  that  it  may  aft 
infenfibly  on  the  ftomach),  and 
to  dif^iife  its  tafte. 

I Thofe,  who  would  give  the  mer- 
eurlus  corrofivus  alone,  may  ufe 
the  following  form : 

NO.  63, 

R Mercur.  corroliv.  fub.  gr.  ij. 
Solve  in  mift.  cainphorat.  §viij,  te- 
rendo  in  mortario  vitreo,  fenfim  ad- 
dendo  miduram  cainphoratani,  f. 
folutio  perfeftiflima. 

NO.  64. 

R Hujus  folutionis  3'j, 

Decoft.  farfaparillac  §j{^.  F.  hauf- 
tus,  mane  et  nofte,  vel  ter  de  die 
fumendus. 

MORE  POWERFUL. 

R Hujus  folutionis 

Decoft.  farfaparillae  F.hauf. 
tus  mane  et  nofte,  vel  ter  de  die 
fumendus. 

In  irritable  inteftines  opiates  may 
be  added;  but  it  muft  be  obferved, 
that  all  mercurial  courfes  are  apt  to 
aft  on  the  ftomach  or  inteftinal 
canal,  whether  friftioiis  alone,  or 
I alterative  courfes,  be  adopted. 

Conjointly  with  thefe  folutions, 
in  all  chronic  venereal  affeftions,  I 
recommend  mercurial  friftions  two 


or  three  times  a week;  but  fel* 
dom  to  affeft  the  mouth,  or  very 
nightly  fo.  When  the  mercurial 
halitus  is  perceived,  which  is  well 
known  to  all  experienced  prafti- 
tioners,  it  is  advifable  to  Hacken 
the  ufe  of  the  remedies  by  diminilli- 
ing  the  dofes,  or,  for  a few  days, 
ichblly  to  decline  them,  and  ufe  an 
aperient.  Many  of  the  extraordi- 
nary cures  by  Ward's  White  Dixji 
were  performed  by  a finiilar  plan. 
That  fubtle  empiric  gave  his  drop 
three  evenings  ‘in  fucceffion,  and 
then  I'efted  three  evenings : that 
preparation  and  a number  of  others, 
by  which,  as  fecrets,  puffed  off  in 
newfpapers,  the  artifts  have  accu- 
mulated immenfe  wealth,  are  fimi- 
lar  to  the  folutions  juft  preferibed, 
or  to  the  pills  with  turbith  mineral, 
calcined  mercury,  &c.  or  are  folu- 
tions of  mercury  in  nitrous  acid, 
diluted.  It  is  a faft,  not  to  be 
denied,  that  great  cures  have  been 
performed  by  the  mild  alterative 
methods  which  qtiacks  have  adopt- 
ed, and  which  regular  praftitioners 
have  neglefted  dr  defpifed.  The 
whole  fecret  confifts  in  giving  fuch 
fmali  dofes  of  mercurials,  &c.  as 
never  to  affeft  the  mouth,  nor 
create  any  violent  aftion  in  th.e 
habit.  Let  regular  praftitioners 
take  this  hint,  apply  fuch  plans 
with  their  fuperior  judgment  in 
praftice,  and  empiricifm,  often  fo 
injurious  to  fociety,  through  w^ant 
of  diferimination,  would  be  chafed 
away  from  the  face  of  the  earth  in 
moft  venereal  and  other  cafes. 
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In  addition  to  the  above  folutions 
another  may  be  introduced,  which 
has  formed  the  bafis  of  the  pre- 
tended vegetable  fyrups  of  empirics, 
which  is  the  acidum  nitrofiim  fu- 
mans;  or  Glauber’s  fpiritus  nitri 
fumans,  or  ftron^  nitrous  acid,  in 
argentuin  vivum  is  difTolved. 

NO.  65.  SOL.UTIO  HYDRARGYRI 
NITRATI. 

Be  Argent,  viv.  (Hydrarg.  puri- 
ficat.)  3ij, 

Acid,  nitrof.  fumantis  Solve 
fecund  urn  artem,  f.  foliitio. 

NO.  66. 

R Hujus  folutionis  gut.  x, 

Aq.  diftillat.  ftj.  F.  miftura. 

NO.  67. 

Be  Hujus  midurae 

Syrupi  fimp. 

Aq.  pur.  Bijft.  M.  f.  hauftus  bis 
yel  ter  de  die  fumendus. 

This  compofition  I have  feen 
yfed;  but  it  muft  be  remembered, 
(hat  unlefs  the  folution  of  hydrargy- 
rus  purificalus  in  acido  nitrofo  be  di- 
luted very  much,  it  is  a cauftic; 
but,  thu^  mixed,  it  is  a fafe  and 
efficacious  medicine,  and  has  been 
long  given  by  the  pretenders  of  cure 
without  mercury,  to  their  deluded 
patients,  mixed  with  l^-rups,  &c. 

Thefe  are  fome  of  the  arts  of 
phemiftry,  and  are  fimilar  to  the 
alchemiftical  deceptions  and  preten- 
fions  of  converting  bafer  metals 
into  gold;  which,  by  fome  leger- 
demain trick,  has  been  palmed  upon 
^he  credulity  of  mankind  as  a faft. 
The  Univerftty  of  Oxford,  and  the 


Royal  Society,  have  not  forgotten 
the  myfterious  and  fuccefsful  ftra- 
tagem  of  a Mr.  Price,  who  obtained, 
the  degree  of  dodtor  in  medicine  at 
Oxford,  and  afterwards  committed 
fuicide.  I knew  his  operator,  Philip 
Garden,  and  other  wild  alchemifts, 
who  were  always  pretending  to  won- 
ders, but  produced  nothing;  all 
their  chemical  boaftings,  as  ufual, 
evaporated  for  ever  in  fumo. 


Thus  has  been  delivered  the  chief 
of  all  that  has  hitherto  been  ob- 
ferved  relative  to  mercurials  and 
mineral  alteratives.  The  latter  is^ 
dch  and  produftive  field,  ftill  ca- 
pable of  improvable  cultivation. 
Let  the  plans  be  applied  with  can- 
dour, and  attention  equal  to  that 
with  which  they  are  communicated, 
and  fociety  at  large  may  reap  the 
benefit.  Let  not  preconceived  opi- 
nions, hypothefis,  nor  radical  pre- 
judices, militate  againft  fails  efta- 
blifhed  and  founded  on  long  expe- 
rience. Let  thofe  who  are  warm 
advocates  for  mercurial  fridlions 
and  powerful  falivations  only,  not 
fliut  their  eyes  to  truth,  and  fuppoie 
no  other  method  capable  of  remov- 
ing the  lues  venerea  conjirmata,  but 
by  thofe  dillreffing  and  powerful 
mercurial  courfes ; for  falivations, 
even  repeated,  often  fail,  as  every 
candid  and  experienced  prailiti;)ner- 
muft  have  obferved.  In  many  fuch 
inftanpes  the  cafes  are  complicated, 
or  the  falivation  excited  has  been 
too  powerful  for  the  diforcler  and 
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the  patient’s  conftitution.  A vio- 
lent commotion  is  excited  in  the 
body  without  curing  the  difeafe, 
and  the  rough  efFefts  of  mercury 
have  produced  more  mifehief  than 
the  lues.  Different  remedies  cure 
in  different  countries.  Plenck,  of 
Vienna,  fucceeds  with  the  fimple 
argentum  vivum  and  mucilaginous 
gums,  &c.  Van  Swieten,  at  the 
Arne  place,  cured  immenfe  numbers 
by  the  folution  of  corrofive  fubli- 
mate;  and  Colombier,  who  wrote 
La  Medechie  Militaire^  by  order  of 
the  French  government,  applauds, 
in  very  expreffive  language,  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  the  fame  remedy,  and  gives 
many  liundteds  of  fuccefsful  in- 
ftances.  In  this  changeable  climate 
of  Great  Britain,  what  has  effectu- 
ally cured  the  difeafe  in  other  coun- 
tries, has  not  fo  well  fucceeded ; the 
caufe  of  which  may  be  attributed 
lometimes  to  the  indolence,  or 
careleffnefs  in  preparing  remedies 
that  require  long  trituration ; as 
Plenqk’s  union  of  hvdrargvrus  with 
mucilage  of  gum  arabic,  &c.  at 
other  times  to  the  fudden  changes 
of  the  weather  clofing  the  pores, 
retarding  the  operation  of  medica- 
ments by  repeated  colds,  &c. : for 
warmth  promotes  and  cold  retards 
the  opera-tion  of  mercurials,  or  al- 
teratives. In  hot  climates,  I have 
feen  the  diforder  apparently  re- 
moved by  the  heat  of  the  weather 
and  conffant  perfpiration  j yet,  on 


I'etiirning  to  a cold  country,  the 
venereal  fymptoms  have  reappear- 
ed; fo  that  profufe  perfpiration  has 
only  fufpended  and  checked,  not 
eradicated,  the  lues  venerea. 

Numerous  venereal  cafes  are 
very  often  complicated  with  other 
chronic  difeafes,  as  fcrophula,  or 
difeafed  lymphatic  veffels  and 
glands,  feurvy,  leprofy,  and  various 
eruptive  complaints;  rheumatifm, 
gout,  &lc.  &c.  In  fuch  inftances, 
mercury  alone  and  falivation  often 
fail ; but  mineral  alteratives  cure. 
It  fhould  be  recollected,  that  no 
one  plan  of  cure  is  infallible. 
Confined  practice,  and  contracted 
notions,  either  of  the  difeafe  or  its 
remedies,  therefore,  are  by  no  means 
adequate  fo  the  variations  of  cafes, 
conftitutions,  and  climates.  He 
who  difcriminates  moft  accurately, 
and  applies  remedies  moft  judi- 
cioufly,  will  beft  fucceed  in  curing 
all  difeafes. 

Though  many  hints,  obferva- 
tions,  and  admonitions,  introduced, 
may  be  fuperfluous  to  the  learned 
and  experienced ; yet  they  may 
prove,  in  feveral  inftances,  of  the 
utmoft  utility  to  thofc  lefs  informed 
junior  practitioners,  who  have  fuf- 
ficient  modefty  and  good  fenfe  to 
fuppofe  they  ftand  in  need  of  iii- 
ftmetion  from  thofe,  whofe  oppor- 
tunities and  long  practice  enable 
them  to  judge  of  the  perfections  and 
imj)erfc(tions  of  the  art, 
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OTH-ER  REMEDIES  MENTIONED  IN  THE  TREATISE. 


LOTIO  PENETRANS. 

t R Merc,  corrofiv.  fub.  gr.  j.  Solve 
in  aq.  diftillat.  §viij,  terendo  in  mor- 
) tario  vitreo  cum  fimili  pifHllo,  f. 
I folutio. 

This  is  ufeful  in  chronic  difor- 
ders  of  the  eyes,  whether  venereal 
' or  not,  in  gutta  ferena,  opacities 
■ of  the  cornea,  obflimdlions  of  the 
i nafal  duft,  lillula  lachrymalis,  and 
as  a tepid  fomentation  in  thofe  cafes 
! wherein  fiipprefled  running,  See. 
( has  caufed  the  venereal  ophthalmia. 

(Neither  the  eye  nor  the  penis,  from 
tbeir  fenfibility,  can,  in  general, 
bear  a:bove  a grain  of  the  corrofive 
to  eight  ounces  of  water. 

PENILUVIA. 

Peniluvia  are  applications  to  the 
; penis,  commonly  warm,  in  w'hich 
that  part  is  foalted  or  bathed. 

PENILUVIUM  EMOLLIENS. 

R Flor.  fanibuci 
Aq.  bullientis  ftj.  F.  peniliivium, 
peni  applicaiidum  tepidum  ter  vel 
qiiater  de  die. 

Though  the  relaxing  or  emollient 
powers  are  chiefly  in  the  warm 
water  alone;  yet  the  addition  of  die 
florc's  fambuci  makes  it  a pleafant 
application  in  the  inflammatory 
phymofis,andparaphymofis.  Milk 
may  be  added,  or  milk  and  water  anr 
fwer  thefe  purpofes,  or  even  warm 
water. 

PENILUVIUM  CAMPHORATPM, 

R Camphor.  5{t,, 

Amygdal.  decort.  3ij.  Conterft 
bene,  deinde  adde  gradatim 
Aq.  j^ur.  ftj.  F.  peniluvium. 


This  is  more  refolving  than  the 
foriDer,  and  is  ufeful  for  fimilar  pur- 
pofes ; it  is  likewife  lightly  antifep- 
tic,  and  is  proper  in  ulcers  of  the 
penis  that  are  inflamed,  or  have  a 
tendency  to  gangrene,  &c.  or  for 
keeping  the  penis  clean  in  urethritis 
venerea. 

PENILUVIUM  MERCURIALE- 

R Hydrarg.  purificat.  5j, 

Piilv.  gum.  arab.  5'U-  Contere 
bene  cum  aliquot  guttis  aquse  piirai 
donee  abiit  in  mucum  perfeftum ; 
deinde,  adde  fenfim 
Aq.  pur.  ftj.  Ff  peniluvium  peni 
applicandum  tepidum  ter  vel  quater 
de  die. 

This  mercurial  peniluvium  may 
be  ufed  in  urethritis  venerea,  or  in 
thofe  nodes,  or  little  knots,  which 
may  be  felt  in  the  corpus  fpongio-- 
fum  penis  on  the  under  part  of  the 
urethra,  in  cafes  of  clap,  with  or 
without  chordee;  in  difeafes  of  the 
urethra,  and  particularly  of  the  pro- 
ftate  gland  and  perineum,  arifing 
from  aftriugent  injections,  and  in 
all  cafes  wherein  the  running  fud- 
denly  flops;  or  in  thofe  urethral 
ulcers  that  difeharge  purulent  pus, 
and  are  difficult  of  cure.  If  half  a 
dram  of  camphor  be  added,  being 
firfl  dipped  in  Jpiritus  vini  reBiJica^ 
tus,  and  rubbed  and  united  fecundum 
artem  to  the  other  ingredients,  the 
remedy  is  rendered  more  effica- 
cious as  a refolyent,  and  may  be 
called 

FENILUVIUM  MERCURIALE  CAM- 
THORATUM. 
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Thefe  diiFerent  mercurial  and 
camphorate  preparations  may  be 
ufed  as  baths  in  proftate  and  peri- 
neal difeafes,  in  callofities  and  ul- 
cers about  the  anus,  in  indurated 
tefticles  and  epidydiniis,  under 
which  circumftances  the  patient 
may  fit  on  a bidet,  properly  filled 
with  the  warm  liquid.  In  difeafes 
likewife  of  the  periofteum,  nodes 
in  the  arms,  fhins,  &c.  the  fame 
mercurial  and  camphorate  remedies 
may  be  ufed  as  pediluvia,  baths, 
fomentations,  &c.  as  rational  and 
ufeful  auxiliaries  to  any  other  mode 
of  treatment  adopted;  and  to  render 
them  more  refolvent,  penetrating, 
and  efficacious,  a dram  of  nitre 
may  be  diffolv^d  in  each  quart  of 
the  liquid,  for  mercurial  baths.  See. 
Solutio  hydrargyri  nitrati,  thirty 
drops  to  a quart  of  liquid  or  tepid 
water,  likewife  makes  a very  pow- 
erful folution  for  pediluvia.  It 
deterges  the  fcaly  cuticula  of  dry 
Ikins,  renders  the  inhalents  more 
pervious  ; and  its  mercurial  pene- 
trating particles  may  be  in  fome 
meafure  abforbed. 

Whether  corrofive  fublimate,  or 
the  lafl:  folution,  be  preferred  for 
thefe  complaints;  it  fi)ould  be  re- 
collefted,  the  cutis  can  only  bear  a 
very  fmall  portion  for  the  purpofes 
of  abforption ; for,  if  the  prepara- 
tions be  too  ftrong,  inflead  of  ab- 
forption, they  crifp  up  the  minute 
lymphatic  and  other  returning 
velTel",  See.  contraft  the  ofcula,  and 
inflame  the  fkiii ; by  which  their 
jjitentions  are  defeated. 


FOTUS  RESOLVENS. 

R Sails  nitri  5j.  Solve  in  infuf. 
flor.  fambuc.  ft].  F.  fotus. 

This  fomentation  is  ufeful  in  all 
inflammations  without  excoriation, 
and  is  proper  in  paraphymofis,  phy- 
mofis,  fwelled  teflicles,  inflamed 
perineum  or,  proftate,  atiie  fuppu- 
rationem^  and  any  other  cafe  of  ex- 
ternal inflammation ; or  as  a pedi- 
luvium,'  bath,  &c.  whilft  internal 
antiphlogiftics  and  regimen  are  pre- 
feribed,  for  attempting  the  cure  of 
inflammation  by  refolution.  If 
camphor  be  added  to  this  fotus,  its 
curative  intentions  are  augmented. 
Four  grains  of  corrofive  fublimate, 
diflblved  in  every  quart  of  the  above 
liquid,  render  it  powerfully  anti- 
venereal,  as  a pediluvium, 


INJECTIONS,  LOTIONS,  LINIMENT S* 

unguenta,  Sec. 

Though  I have  rarely  ufed  dn- 
jeiftions  of  the  deficcative  or  aftrin- 
gent  kind  ; yet  it  may  be  proper  to 
give  fome  formula  of  thofe  that  are 
moft  ufeful,  and  leaft  likely  to  do 
mifehief. 


INJECTIO  DESICCANS. 

R Extract,  faturni  Goulardi  gtt. 
XX, 

Aq.  flor.  fambuc.  5viij.  F.  in- 
jeCtio  parum  cujus  applicetur  ope 
fyphonis  jn  pruritu  urethrae  poll 
gonorrhoeam. 

The  fame  may  be  ufed  as  a 
lotion  for  the  excretion  that  hap- 
pens between  the  glans  and  pre- 
puce, which  very  often  is  not  vene- 
real; but  fometimes  arifes  from 
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) toltioh  with  a female  labouring  un- 
1 der  an  acrid  fluor  albus.  It  may 
I be  applied  fafely  in  many  other  cafes 
1 of  light  cutic.ular  irritation,  &c, ; 

I but  for  faturnine  applications  the 
! celebrated  Goulard  may  be  con- 
. .fulted,  with  this  caution,  that  pal- 
1 fies  have  been  the  confequence  of 
1 too  free  a ufe  of  the  preparations  of 
‘ lead,  called  faturnine. 

LOTIO  VITRIOLATA  ZINCATA. 

R Zinci  vitriolat.  gr.  viij.  Solve 
, in  Aq.  rofas  §viij.  F.  lotio. 

This  is  proper  in  ophthalmia  after 
the  inflammation  has  fubflded,  and 
is  ufeful  for  the  fame  purpofes  as 
I the  lafl.  Vitriolic  folutions,  either 
for  the  eyes  or  urethra,  fliould  never 
exceed  the  ftrength  of  the  above; 
left  they  crifp  up  the  very  minute 
Veftels,  caufe  a ccntra<fted  cicatrix 
in  the  urethra,  and  lay  die  founda- 
tion of  future  ftridures. 

LOTIO  DETERGENS  PRO  ULCERI- 
BUS. 

Be  Hydrarg.  muriat.  gr.  iv.  Solve 
in  aquae  flor.  fambuc.  § viij.  F.  lotio. 

This  is  proper  to  cleanfe  chancres 
and  ukers,  &c. 

LINIMENTUM  saturninum. 

Extradl.  falnrni  Goulardi 

Ol.  amygdal.  5xiv.  M.  f.  linimen- 
Uim. 

This  is  ufeful  in  various  cuticu- 
lar  and  other  inflammations,  in 
burns,  fcalds,  for  parts  that  may  be 
chafed  by  friaion,  &c.  &c. 

All  preparations  of  mercury  with 
•aqua  calcis^  though  much  in  vogue, 
are  hazardous,  and  had  better  be 
never  applied. 


LINIMEitTUM  CAMPHORATUMi  , 

Be  Camphorse  5>j*  Solve  in  Ob 
amygdal.  §ij.  F. linimentum. 

Ufeful  in  indurations  ofthe  breaft 
of  lying-in  women,  in  painful  in- 
flammatory tumours,  feirrhus,  &c. ; 
and  if  two  drams  of  unguentum 
hydrargyri  fortius  be  added,  it  be- 
comes an  ufeful  amivenereal  lini- 
ment in  perineal  fwellings;  or  as 
a light  frieftion  for  pregnant  or 
delicate  women,  children,  &c.  and 
is  then  called  linimentum  camphorae 
mercuriale. 

UNGUENTUM  HYDRARGYRI  MI- 
TIUS. 

UNGUENTUM  HYDRARGYRI 
FORTIUS. 

Care  fhould  be  ftri(5tly  taken  that 
thefe  unguents  be  accurately  pre- 
pared, or  the  purpofes  of  the  moft 
Ikilful  preferiber,  which  has  often 
happened,  may  be  not  only  defeat- 
ed, but  the  healing  art  difgraced. 

UNGUENTUM  MERCURIALE  CAM- 
PHORATUM. 

Be  Camphor,  in  ol.  amygd.  im- 
butae  5ij, 

Ung.  hydrarg.  mit.  §ij.  M.  accu- 
rate terendo  in  mortario.  F.  un- 
guentiim. 

This  ointment  is  ufeful  on  vari- 
ous occafions;  but  particularly  in 
recent  tumefaction  of  the  proftate 
oj  perineum,  from  the  hazardous 
ufe  of  ajhingent  inje^liom ; in  fwell- 
ed  tefticies  to  be  added  to  poultices ; 
in  lymphatic  indurations,  or  little 
knots  obfervable  in  the  urethra; 
in  fciirhi,  not  of  the  cancerous 
kind;  for  there  mercury  is  impro- 
per ; but  in  cafes  complicated  with 
^ . lues 
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lups  this  ointment  may  be  advan- 
tageoufly  applied.  Camphor  affifts 
in  promoting  the  abforption  of  the 
mercury,  as  may  be  eafily  conceived 
bythofe  whocomprehendthe  adlion 
of  terebintbinates,  &c.  on  the  ab- 
forbent  fyftem ; and  it  prevents 
thofe  vef  cations  and  cuticular  affec- 
tions, obfervable  from  mercurial 
unguents.  Some  of  thofe  effects, 
however,  may  be  juftly  attributed 
to  the  addition  of  Venice  turpentine 
in  preparing  the  unguenta,  to  fave 
labour,  or  to  the  addition  of  balfam. 
fuljth.  terebinth,  which  fome  artifts 
have  pradfifed  for  the  fimilar  pur- 
pofes  of  extinguiftiing  fpeedily  the 
mercurial  globules. 

It  is  beft  for  furgeons  to  attend 
to  the  preparation  of  thefe  un- 
guents, and  to  never  fuffer  any 
rancid  axungia  to  be  ufed ; to  take 
fpecial  care,  that  the  trituration  be 
completed,  and  that  the  argentum 
vivum  be  perfeftly  pure,  as  direfted 
by  the  Difpenfatory  of  our  Royal 
College  of  Pbyficians  in  London. 
The  refpeftable  apothecaries,  who 
have  their  principal  remedies  from 
Apothecaries’  Hall,  or  who  can  be 
depended  on,  are  moft  to  be  con- 
fided in,  not  only  in  thefe,  but  all 
other  medicinal  preparations  of  im- 
portance. , 

UNGUENTUM  HYDRARGYRI  NI- 
TRATI  RUBRI. 

Hydrarg.  nitrat,  rub.  laevigat. 

3^j. 

Cerat.  fpermat.  ceti  §ij.  M.  f.  un- 
guentum. 

This  is  proper  for  dreffing  and 
promoting  a difcharge  from  chan- 


cres, and  mofi:  ulcers  that  require 
deterging,  Inftead  of  the  ceratum 
album,  yellow  bafilicon,  or  marlh- 
mallow  ointment,  may  be  ufed ; but 
thefe  laft  are  too  ftimulating  in 
general  for  chancres,  though  pro- 
per for  opened  buboes. 

It  is  a dangerous  praftice  to  apply 
caufiics  to  chancres;  for  there  is 
great  reafon  to  conclude,  from  many 
inftances,  that  the  cauftic  pra^lice, 
inftead  of  deftroying  the  local  dif- 
eafe,  has  driven  the  minute  particles 
of  the  venereal  virus  into  the  con- 
ftitution,  and  has  abfolutely  been 
produftive  of  many  of  thofe  poxes, 
that  within  thefe  few  years  have 
appeared  after  fuch  treatment;  or 
the  fame  has  happened  by  calomel 
w'ith  aqua  calcis,  and  fuch  like 
compofitions.  The  incongruity  of 
thefe  praftices  might  be  eafily  ex- 
plained by  folid  reafons. 

The  moft  fecure  mode  of  treat- 
ing the  chancre.,  is  to  promote  a dif- 
charge  by  a weak  detergent  wadi, 
and  by  the  laft-mentioned  or  fbinc 
fuch  ointment,  and  to  continue  its 
ufe,  with  proper  internals,  until 
thefe  little  ulcers  be  perfedlly  healed. 

If  they  be  evil-conditioned,  and  not 
difpofed  todigeft,  and  do  not  appear 
clean,  with  jixis  lauilabile,  then  cin- 
nabarine  fumigations  are  neceflary. 
If  they  be  foul,  flaccid,  and  fpread- 
jDgj  powdered  bark  and  camphor 
becomes  a proper  dreffing,  anti  the 
cortex  and  vitriolated  zinc  ftiould 
be  often  given,  according  to  con- 
ftitution  and  the  preffiire  of  circum- 
ftances. 

Another  hazardous  praflice  in 

the. 
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very  little  anatomical  and  phyllolo- 


i the  treatment  of  the  inflammatory 
I liage  of  the  phymolis  or  paraphy- 
j mofis  has  been  prodndtive  of  mor- 
t tificatioir.  This  is  the  inconfider- 
) ate  ufe  of  leeches  in  bad  habits. 

..  Some  have  loft  the  major  part  of 
1 their  penis,  and  even  their  lives,  by 
1 this  praftice;  others  have  fuffered 
I under  large  fpreading  ulcers,  de- 
f ftroying  the  glans  penis,  &c. ; others 
I have  been  obliged  to  undergo  cir- 
; cumcifion ; others  have  fuffered 
I from  dangerous  haemorrhages, 
i which  the  greateft  fkill  could  with 
[ difficulty  remedy.  In  many  fuch 
cafes,  the  phyfician  is  obliged  to 
I lofe  all  fight  of  the  venereal  com- 
: plaint,  and  diredl  his  mind  and 

pradtice  fpiritedly  to  the  prefent, 
and  highly  dangerous  fymptoms. 
The  whole  force  of  medicine  fliould 
be  applied  to  prevent  the  fpreading 
of  the  mortification,  fo  deftrudtive  to 
: the  future  happinefs  of  the  afflidted 

patient,  if  he  flionld  efcape  with  life. 

The  medical  world  have  been 
leech  mad  lately,  and  have  done  no 
fmall  mifchief  by  depending  on  fuch 
, practice,  even  in  fame  putrid-tend- 
ing difeafes,  when  more  important 
1 methods  of  cure  prefented  them- 
felves.  It  fliould  be  remembered, 
that  caution  is  neceflary  wherever 
tliere  may  be  the  leaft  apprehenfion 
of  gangrene;  for  if  they  be  applied, 
they  are  fure  of  promoting  it.  To- 
pical bleedings  may  be  fometimes 
ufeful;  but,  if  mifapplied,  often  do 
irreparable  injury. 

As  to  the  application  of  leeches 
to  the  fcrotum,  which  is  not  the 
feat  of  the  difeafe,  in  inflammation 
and  induration  of  the  tefticlesj  a 


gical  refleftion  muft  demonftrate 
the  abfurdity  of  fuch  a trifling 
pradlice,  in  fo  in;iportant  a difeafe. 
Large  bleedings,  aftive  aperients, 
antivenereal  and  nitrous  baths,  fo- 
mentations, emollient  poultices  of 
real  linfeed  meal,  with  the  linimen- 
tum  camphorse  raercuriale,  calomel, 
camphor,  antimony,  &c.  internally^ 
and  a fufpending  bandage,  prompt- 
ly remove  that  complaint.  It  fliould 
be  remembered,  that  fwelled  tef- 
ticles  arife,  in  general,  from  the 
venereal  virus  in  the  urethra,  being 
flopped  in  its  running  off  by  afir in- 
gent  inje^ioKs,  &c.  and  thus  tvanf- 
ferred  from  its  original  feat  to  the 
teftes.  When  the  diforder  is  thus 
energetically  treated,  there  is  lefe 
likelihood  of  any  induration  re- 
maining in  the  epidydimis,  than  by 
the  inadequate  practice  too  com- 
monly adopted  on  the  fallacious 
hypothetical  opinions,  that  it  is  a 
Jimple  inflammation  unconiiefled. 
with  venereal  inflexion,  which,  like 
many  other  wild  fpeculations  of  pre- 
tended reafoners  on  venereal  com- 
plaints, have  amufed  the  authors  and 
influenced  tlie  credulous,  but  have 
terribly  injured  fociety. 

LOTIO  COSMETICA. 

Be  Aniygdal.  deCort.  No.  iv, 
Miicilag.  gum.  arab.5ij.  Contere 
bene?,  deinde  adde  fenfiin 
Aq.  flor.  fambuc.  §viij, 

Mercnrii  corrofiv.  fublimat.  gr. 
viij.  Solve  terendo  in  mortario  vi- 
treo  cum  piflillo  fimili.  F.  lotio  cof- 
metica. 

This  is  anexcellent  lotion  for  thofe 
eruptions  that  happen  in  the  face, 

from 
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from  furfeits  or  from  morbid  vene- 
real caufes,  and  are  incurable  by  any 
other  means.  The  febaceous  glands 
of  the  cheeks,  in  fonre  inftances, 
feem  to  be  the  feat  of  thofe  dif* 
agreeable  pimples  and  eruptions  iii 
tlie  face,  which  in  many  cafes  be- 
come habitual.  They  have  always 
been  confidered  very  difficult  of 
cure ; but  with  the  pilule  alterantes 
internally,  and  this  lotion  applied 
with  a fponge  three  or  four  times  a 
day,  many  extraordinary  cures  have 
been  effected;  and  fome  amongft 
females,  who  had  been  long  ren- 
dered miferable  by  thofe  complaints, 
which  by  the  fair  fex  are  confidered 
fcrious  drawbacks  upon  beauty. 

CAUSTICUM  CAMPHORATUM. 

R Spt.nitri  fumantisGIauberi  §vj, 

Camphor,  tritae  §iij. 

Digerantur  in  vafe  probe  obturate. 
Fafta  folutione,  oleum  fupernatans 
feparetur. 

CAUSTICUM  MERCURIALE. 

Be  Argent,  viv.  5ij-  Solve  in  acidi 
tiitrofi  fiimantis  fecundum  artem 
in  vafe  vitreo  aperto. 

Either  of  thefe,  applied  by  a 
fponge  fixed  in  a quill,  or  reed,  or 
by  a glafs  pen,  on  different  fpecies 
of  excrefcences,  warts,  &cc.  aft  very 
powerfully  in  their  prompt  deftruc- 
lion.  They  are  likewife  ufeful  on 
various  occafions  as  cauftics,  for 
purpofes  that  require  great  accura- 
cy, left  adjacent  parts  be  injured, 
which,  in  general,  fliould  be  co- 
vered with  defenfive  plafters  be- 
fore the  cauftic  be  applied,  in  many 
cafes,  for  fecurity. 

pERFElUAI,  BLISTERS  atC  Iie- 


ceffary  for  venereal  difeafes  of  thfr 
joints,  for  tophs,  nodes,  and  in 
thickened  periofteum  of  bones, 
whilft  other  remedies  are  applied  to 
eradicate  the  difeafe.  Their  con* 
tinned  ufe  frequently  prevents  cari- 
ous bones,  which  my  long  experi- 
ence has  fully  confirmed.  Whoever 
reflefts  on  the  univerfal  connexion 
of  the  cellular  ftrufture,  or  tela 
cellulofa  of  the  whole  body,  and  the 
communication  of  the  cells,  will 
eafily  perceive  how  blifters,  fetons, 
&c.  aft  in  many  local  complaints, 
accompanied  or  not  with  univerfal 
affeftion.  It  is  by  perpetual  blifters 
that  I have  fucceeded  chiefly  in 
curing  a new  fpecies  of  watery 
head  of  infants  and  children,  which 
I call  hydrocephalus  medtus^  and 
w’hich,  by  numerous  difleftions,  has 
been  difeovered.  The  fluid  is  not 
in  the  ventricles  of  the  brain,  but 
between  the  pia  mater  and  tunica 
araeJmoidea,  and  fometimes  extends 
all  down  the  fpecus  vertebral!^. 
— .All  that  has  been  obferved  6n 
this  important  fubjeft  will  be  here- 
after communicated,  as  innyme* 
rable  infants  fall  viftims  to  this 
obfeure  and  fatal  difeafe,  if  not 
timely  difeovered,  or  remedied. 

Punctures  are  fometimes  ne- 
ceffary  in  the  glaiis  penis,  ferotum, 
&c.  to  evacuate  fluid,  filling  and 
diftending  the  cells  of  the  cellular 
ftrufture;  but  thefe  operations 
ftioukl  be  performed  with  thegreateft 
circumfpeftion  and  caution  in  de- 
praved or  debilitated  habits,  left 
gangrene  enfue. 

Thefe  punftures  are  what  I have 
fo  fuccefsfully  recommended  in 

ana- 
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anafarcous  dropfies;  but  with  all 
i due  caution.  I have  feen  many 
; gallons  of  water  iflue  from  a Ample 
and  Angle  punfture  of  the  legs,  by 
; which  the  bloated  face  and  whole 
body  have  been  evacuated  of  the 
dropAcal  ferum.  A remarkable  in- 
! A:ance  of  this  fort  occurred  in  a me- 
dical gentleman,  aged  feventy-Ave, 
; who  had  previous  jaundice,  fucceed- 
. ed  by  hydrops  thoracis,  and  anafarca 
I univerfalis,  in  the  moft  imminent 
danger  from  orthopncea  and  afthma. 
That  eminent  anatomift  Mr.  Cruik- 
Aiank  performed  the  punftures, 

1 and,  notwithAanding  the  advanced 
age  of  the  patient,  accompanied 
with  numerous  untoward  circum- 
flanccs,  after  immenfe  quantities  of 
water  were  evacuated,  by  the  addi- 
tion of  tonics,  preparations  of  fcilla 
and  hydrargyrus,  &c.  &c.  the  cure 
was  completed,  and  the  patient  now 
remains  perfeftly  well. 

Thefe  punftures  are  not  always 
fafe ; but  if  gangrene  Atould  happen, 
•either  in  the  penis,  fcrotum,  or  ad- 
jacent parts,  after  punftu  res,  leeches. 


or  from  the  depraved  ilate  of  tlie 
Auids,  and  debility  of  the  folids; 
then  a Ipirited  antifeptic  treatment 
can  alone  fave  the  parts  of  genera- 
tion, or  the  patient’s  life.  Hitherto 
a mixed  inconAAent  practice  has 
been  adopted,  and  is  even  now 
continued,  by  others  who  are  either 
unacquainted  with  the  improve- 
ments publiAied  in  the  Rational 
Pradlice  of  PhyAc,  or  by  thofe  who, 
in  oppoAtion  to  all  found  reafoning 
and  the  moA  Ariking  fafts,  will 
not  depart  from  their  fatal  preju- 
dices. If  any  medical  praditioner 
Aiould  Aill  doubt  the  efficacy  of  the 
conAAent  pratAice  already  pub- 
liflied,  he  may  viAt  the  febrile, 
fmall  pox,  and  other  wards  of  the 
St.  Mary-Ie-bone  InArmary;  and,  a 
convi(Aion,from  innumerable  fafts, 
muA  eAabliAi  the  uniform  admini- 
Aration  of  the  oppoAng  powers  to 
devaAating  putrid  affecAions,  be- 
yond tlie.  poffibility  of  fufpicion  or 
refutation  *. 

In  venereal  cafes,  accompanied 
with  putrid-tending  or  gangrenous 


* An  extraordinary  inflance  happened  fome  few  months  Ance.  A female 
who  came  into  the  houfe,  about  the  eighth  month  of  pregnancy,  was  infefted 
with  a fevere  confluent  fmall-pox.  On  the  third  day  of  the  fuppuratint*- 
Aage,  fhe  was  delivered  of  a child,  who  had  the  fmall-pox  in  a Aate  of  fup- 
puration  one  day  later  than  the  mother.  The  foetus,  therefore,  had  gone 
through  the  llagcs  of  the  fmall-pox  in  the  mother’s  womb.  The  child  lived 
fome  days,  but  diedconvulfed,  and  is  preferved  in  fpirits.  The  mother  per, 
feaiy  recovered,  is  now  living  in  good  health,  and  is  anotlier  confirmation 
of  the  great  utility  of  preferibing  antifeptics  in  the  carlieA  Aages  of  putrid- 
tending  difeafes,  without  any  regard  to  beat,  quick  putfe,  &c.  which  arc  fome- 
of  the  rocks  others  continually  Iplit  on,  to  the  deArudlion  of  the  human 
fpecies.  This  patient  took  bark,  vitriolic  acid,  tintkura  rofarum  as  drink, 
and  wine.  This  is  the  only  fuccefsful  mode  of  treating  all  putrid-tendin<^ 
difeafes,  now  confirmed,  by  thoufands  of  cafes,  and  would  be  very  ufeful  in 

^cllmv /covers,  wluch  I formerly  experienced,  when  In  the  IFcJl  Indies  Ante 
ricu,  See.  ’ 
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affcftions,  the  exaft  method  ufed 
fitccefsfully  in  fevers,  cannct  be 
always  applied ; for  that  divine  acid, 
the  vitriolic,  cannot  always  be  pre- 
fcribed,  particularly  if  the  ftomach 
or  inteftines  be  irritated  by  mercu- 
rials, or  be  difpofed  to  diarrhea,  or 
dyfentery;  fym,ptoms  not  uncom- 
' moil  in  mercurial  courfes.  If  the 
vitriolic  acid  and  cortex  may  be 
prudently  prefcribed,  they  are  the 
moft  efficacious ; the  next  in  force 
are  cortex  and  viiriolated  zinc ; and, 
thirdly,  ftrong  folutions  of  canijihr 
with  decorticated  almonds,  and'the 
learned  Hoffman’s  anodyne  liquid. 
All  bleedings,  vomits,  relaxing  fu- 
dorifics,  faline,  neutralized  volatiles, 
or  foffile  or  vegetable  alkalis,  with 
acids,  are  feptic,  incongruous,  and 
injurious ; all  bitters,  bracers, 
coiToborants,  wine,  fpirits,  and 
vitriolics,  confonant  and  beneficial. 

SIISTURA  AUTISEPTICA  ACIDA. 
R Extra6l.  cort.  peruv. 

Solve  in  decoft.  ejufdem  Sxiv, 
Tinft.  ejufdem  §ij, 

Acid,  vitriolic,  dilut.  5U- 
niiflura,cujus  fumatcoch.iij  fecunda, 
tertia,  quarta,  vel  fexla  qiiaque  liora 
fecitndmn  violentiam  morbi. 

Eode  III  t e mp  o re,  Ti  n 6t  u ra  r ofa  ru  m 
bibenda  efi  pro  potu  ordinario,  cura 
vino  rubro. 

MISTURA  ANTISFPTICA  ZINCATA. 

R DccoiSl.  cort.  peruv.  §xiv, 
Tin6l.  ejufdem  comp.  §ij, 

Zinci  vitriolat.  gr.  iij.  Solve,  f. 
miftura,  de  qua  fumat  coch.  iij,  tertia 
quaque  hora. 

MISTURA  ANTISEPTICA  CAM- 
I PHORATA, 

R Camphorx  9*j, 


Amygdal.  decort. 

Sacchar.  alb.  Siij-  Conterc  bend, 
deinde  adde  gradatim 
Aq.  I3ur.  §xiv, 

tinnam.  gjffi, 

Liquor,  anodyn.  Hoff.  M. 

cujus  fumat  coch.  iij,  tertia  velquar-  'i 
ta  quaque  hora. 

To  the  firft  and  fecond  of  thefe 
prefcriptions,  if  diarrhaea  fucceed 
their  ufe,  confeifio  opiata  ad  5iij 
may  be  added,  to  prevent  their 
palling  too  fuddenly  through  the 
inteftines.  To  the  laft  mixture,  for 
the  fame  purpofe,  may  be  added 
from  one  to  two  drams  of  Tindtura 
opii. 

If  diarrhma  or  dyfentery  happen 
during  a mercurial  courfe,  or  fali- 
vation ; then  they  muft  be  reftrained 
bv  the  following ; 

j O 

. ! 

R ExtraiSl:.  ligni  Campechenf.  5u* 
Solve  in  Aq.  cinnam.  Biijffi, 

Miff,  crelaceas  §xj, 

Tinft.  cardamom,  c.  ^x, 

opii  5’j'  hi-  L mifiura,  de  ! 

qua  capiat  coch.  .iij  pro  re  nata,  ■ 
diarrhea  molelia  ; or,  1 

R Mill,  cretsceae  5xivft,,  j 

Confett.  opiat.  5'ij> 

Tinft.  ciraiam.  sjffi . M.  f.  miftura. 

From  a bad  habit,  the  cavern- 
ous and  fpongy  ftrufture  of  the 
penis  fometimes  mortifies,  and 
fpreads  rapidly.  In  which  jnftances, 
the  depending  on  o.pium,  as  too 
commonlv  pradlifed,  is  often  the  ■ 
caiife  of  the  la/s  of  the  penis,  or  ■ 
the  patient’s  l^'e.  Opium  fliould 
never  be  prefcribed  with  any  other 
view,  in  mortifications,  than  to  pre- 
vent the  antifeptics  paffing  through 
the  inteftiaes.  The  profufe  appli^^*^ 

catjon 
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cation  and  abufe  of  opium,  lately, 
like  many  other  wild  conceits  of  the 
prefent  day,  were  founded  in  erro- 
neous principles,  and  have  been, 
when  mifapplied,  deftrufUve  to 
thoufands.  A more  noble  medicine 
than  opium  is  not  known  in  the 
whole  nmteria  medica ; but  to  pre- 
fcribe  it  merely  to  appeafe  and  pal- 
liate, when  powerful  caufes  ought 
to  be  removed  by  more  appropriate 
and  decided  remedies,  is  to  haften 
an  eafy  dilTolution  of  the  patient, 
without  attempting  the  moft  fpecific 
means  of  recovery. 

In  fpafmodic  affeftions,  as  con- 
vulfions,  tremors,  &c.  from  either 
an  over-ufe  of  mercury,  or  the 
venereal  'virus  afting  powerfully 
on  the  nervous  fyftem,  camphor, 
inufk,  and  bark,  aflafoetida,  va- 
lerian, or  preparations  of  zinc,  are 
proper;  all  which  complaints  may 
be  found  in  the  fecond  volume  of 
the  Rational  Practice  of  I’hyfic,  and 
their  proper  treatment. 

In  venereal  affcdlions  of  the  lu  ngs, 
as  cough,  tubercles,  ulcerated  lungs, 
&c.  oily  emulfions  with  opiates, 
elixir  paregoric,  and  fquills,  ammo- 
iiiacum  and  volatiles,  pil.  ex  hy- 
drargyro,  e ftyrace  et  fcilla,  perpe- 
tual blifterg  to  the  fcrobiculus  cordis, 
according  to  circumflances,  are  to 
be  prefcribed.  .Ulcerated  lungs, 
and  the  confumption  arlfing  there- 
from, are  oftcner  fatal  than  curable, 

HAEMORRHAGES. 

Fatal  haemorrhages  fometimes 
arlfe  from  ulcers  or  gangrene  of  the 
penis...  ifi  which  cafp  llyptice  of 


powdered  burnt  alum,  lolutions  of 
white  or  blue  vitriol,  or  ftrong  aqua 
vegeto  - mineralis,  are  proper.  I 
have  checked  thefe  htemorrhages 
by  raifing  the  penis,  or  its  remains, 
againfl;  the  fymjihyjts  pubis,  and 
retaining  it  there  by  light  bandage, 
comprefs,  and  gentle  prelTure,  and 
have  fucceeded  in  checking  or  re- 
ftraining  haemorrhages  that  might 
otherwife  have  become  fatal. 

As  to  the  haemorrhages  arifing 
from  cruel  burning  cauJHc  bougies, 
introduced  up  the  urethra,  they 
have  lately  proved  highly  dangerous, 
and  even  fatal.  In  fuch  miferable 
cafes  the  vitriolic  ftyptics  are  pro- 
per; but  if  coagulated  blood  plug 
up  the  urethra,  a flexible  or  other 
catheter,  or  bougie,  gently  intro- 
duced up  the  paflage,  is  neceflary 
to  clear  the  way  for  the  paffing  of 
the  urine,  which  by  its  warmth 
frequently  produces  frefti  haemor- 
rhage. Internally,  in  fuch  cafes, 
vitriolated  zinc,  bark,  vitriolic  acid, 
and  fuch  remedies,  without  fpiritu- 
ous  ftimulants,  are  ufeful;  if  the 
patient  efcape  with  life  from  the 
dangerous  hsemorrhage.  The  ap- 
plication of  fiery  fpitits  of  turpen- 
tine, as  an  injeflion,  in  fuch  dan- 
gerous bleedings,  which  fome  have 
recommended,  muft  have  ariferc 
entirely  from  forgetting  the  exquijite 
feiifibility  of  the  urethra,  and  the 
very  pungent,  heating,  and  ftimu- 
lating  qualities  of  fuch  a violent  re- 
medy to  fuch  a tender  part.  It  is 
a dangerous  thing  for  men  to  write 
prefcriptions,  who  feem  unacquaint- 
ed with  the  powers  arid  qualities  of 

remedies ; 
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remedies;  but  it  is  to  be  ferioufly  fcriptlon.  Bajis^adjuvam^corrifenf^ 
lamented,  that  many  recent  works  con/Utuens,  dofis^  &c.  fhould  be  well 
in  furgeryare  extremely  defeaive  underftood  in  all  complexiormulae, 
in  the  ftriiaure  of  praAical  pre- 


RECAPITUtATlON,  ADMONITIONS,  AND  MISCELLANEOUS 

OBSERVATIONS. 

ON  friction's,  &c. 

I.  'J'HE  cure  of  every  fpecies  of  venereal  infe^ion  requires  mercury 
alone,  ot  combined  with  antimonial  fulphurs. 

II.  It  is  necellary,  for  every  perfoil  who  undertakes  the  cure  of  vene-  ' 
real  affeaionsj  to  previoufly  unde’rftand  anatomy,  phyfiology,  pathology, 
and  therapeutics ; for  without  the  three  former  it  is  impoflible  to  com- 
prehend the  itruaure  of  partSj  living  funaions  of  the  human  body,  or 
ravages  of  difeafes ; and  without  the  latter,  it  is  impoflible  to  fkilfully 
prefcribe  in  the  variety  of  cafes  con flantly  occurring  *.  Internally,  too 
large  dofes  of  mercurials  have  been  adminiflered ; which  it  is  hoped  this 
work  will  correa. 

III.  The  friaions,  with  unguentum  hydrargyri,  fo  as  to  faturate  the 
infeaed  body  with  mercury  without  exciting  falivation,  ifconduaed  with 
judgment,  will  cure  mofl:  fpecies  of  venereal  contagion ; but  in  compli- 
cated cafes,  antimonial  fulphurs  may  be  joined,  to  aa  as  alteratives. 

IV.  The  various  opinions  and  dlfputes  on  the  nature  of  the  venereal 

particles,  which  prove  infeaious,  fliow' that  the  difputants  know  nothing  ; 
of  its  real  nature.  I 

V.  The  lues  venerea  can  be  received  without  primary  local  infeaion ; 

but  fuch  inftances  rarely  happen.  I 

VI.  The  venereal  virus  may  be  in  the  fyftem  feme  years  before  it  | 
makes  its  appearance;  but  fuch  cafes  do  not  occur  fo  often  as  fome 

believe.  ^ ■ 

' VII.  There  are  three  kinds  of  affedion.  i.  Recent,  attended  with 
primary  local  fymptoms.  2.  Ccmfimicd^  when  received  into  the  habit, 
occafioning  general  contamination  of  the  fyftem,  w'hich  foon  fucceeds 
local  affe£Hon.  3.  Inveterate^  when  it  may  have  remained  long  in  the 
habit  without  producing  fymptoms,  or  when  reappearing  after  an  imper- 
fect: cure.  ' ' 

VIII.  The  fymptoms  that  may  be  judged  recent  arc,  the  urethritis  ve- 
nerea, chancres  or  buboes,  phymofis,  or  paraphymofis,  &c.  that  in  a few 

* It  is  a great  pleafure  to  find,  that  the  plan  I formed  in  Schola  Medicina, 

by  arranging  the  phyfiology,  pathology,  &c.  in  columns,  has  gicatly  facilitated 

and  abridged  the  moft  difficult  medical  Iludics. 


( 75  ) 

i3tiys  fucceed  cohlou.  Confirmed,  when  the  fymptoms  appear  many  weeks 
after  the  fuppofed  reception  of  the  infeftion,  obftinate  chancres,  &c.  tu- 
bercles, venereal  warts,  and  other  excrefences ; hidden  ftoppage  of  the 
difcharge  from  the  urethra  from  the  tmprudent  ufe  of  afir indents;  for,  in 
this  cafe,  the  primary  local  affeftion  frequently  degenerates  into  general 
difeafc.  ^ 

IX.  The  urethral  difcharge,  chancres,  buboes,  &:c.  arifing  a few  days 
after  coition,  though  apparent  local  affeflions;  yet  they  ought  to  be 
treated  with  mercury,  from  the  impollibility  of  being  certain  that  the 
fyftem  has  not  received  any  infedlion. 

X.  The  opinions  of  AJlruc,  Boerhaave,  and  others,  that  the  venereal 
virus  is  becoming  milder,  and  in  time  would  be  extimfl,  are  erroneous, 
which  pradlical  fafts  daily  prove;  but  there  are  few  incurables,  and  even 
the  moft  obftinate  cafes  can  be  palliated.  The  difficulty  of  curing  fome 
arifes  from  the  debilitated  ftate  of  patients,  and  the  complication  of  the 
•venereal  virus  with  other  difeafes. 

XI.  The  methods  of  cure  adopted  by  the  firft  pradfitioners,  by  puri- 

fiers, baths,  d^terfive  liniments,  fweating  in  ovens,  by  cauteries  &c 
failed.  ’ 

XII.  Mercury  was  fii-a  ufed  by  Theodore,  Villanova,  and  afterwards 
by  Fallopius,  Carpus,  and  Vigo,  with  many  others,  externally,  from  its 
known  effefts  in  cutaneous  difeafes. 

^ XIII.  Mercury  afterwards  fell  into  difufe  from  the  timidity  of  phyH. 
dans  not  applying  it  in  fufficient  quantity  to  etfed  a cure. 

XIV.  Recourfe  was  then  had  to  fuch  remedies  as  had  been  employed 
in  the  iflands  from  whence  the  difeafe  had  been  imported  into  Europe,  as 
guaiacum,  china  root,  farfaparilla,  fkflafras,  and  fuch  European  herbs  and 
roots  as  feemed  to  bear  the  greateft  analogy  to  thofe,  amongft  which  was 
mezereon,  &c.  &c.  They  are  faid  to  have  formerly  cured  the  difeafp; 
but  this  is  much  doubted,  except  in  hot  climates : now  they  are  preferibed 
as  auxiliaries.  They  never  in  European  climates  cure  the  diforder;  in 
the  Weft  Indies  and  America  they  generally  fail ; and,  though  ,in  thofe 
climates  they  feem  to  remove  fymptoms,  I have  known  many  iaftauces  of 
thefe  fuppofed  cures,  on  returning  to  Europe,  wherein  the  venereal 
fymptoms  have  reappeared  with  redoubled  violence. 

XV.  After  the  unfuccefsful  trial  of  thefe  remedies,  and  the  deftruaion 
of  thoufands,  mercury  was  again  employed,  which  had  hitherto  been 
confidered  a poifon,  more  from  its  injudicious  application  than  any  other 
caufe.  At  firft,  red  precipitate,  by  Mathiolus  and  others;  mercurius 
dulcis,  panacea  mercurialis,  ajthiops  miueralis,  violet  mercurv,  turbith 
jnmeral,  white  precipitate,  &c.;  but  their  effeas  \vcr?in  general  too  vio- 

^ ^ ' lent 


lent  or  irt efficacious  to  be  fuccefsful,  and  the  major  part  are  now  baniflicd 
pradlice  for  internal  ufe. 

XVI.  Mercurial  fri^lions  were  then  recommended  by  Fracantianus, 
1564.  Salivation,  however,  was  over-excited,  and  the  ingenuity  of  the 
contributors  to  alleviate  human  mifery  was  employed  to  invent  fafe  inter- 
nal remedies.  Corrojive  Jublmate  was  known  and  ufed  by  Cavalier  and 
others,  and  Louis  XIV.  that  great  proteftor  of  all  the  liberal  fciences,  \ 
arts,  and  ingenious  men,  through  theinflueace  of  that  greateft  of  minifters,  j 
the  immortal  Colbert,  purchafed  the  method  of  jrreparing  {lanacea  i 
mercurialise  for  the  benefit  of  all  his  people  and  the  whole  world.  'No  | 
prince  ever  exifted,  who,  on  numerous  occafions,  fo  diftinguiflied  him-  ^ 
felf  as  that  monarch,  for  encouraging  the  cultivation  of  fcience,  as  may  be  j 
feen  in  numerous  grand  inftitulions  for  fcience  and  literature,  in  the  city  ■ 
of  Paris,  where  I formerly  fludied  furgery,  &c.  1 

XVII.  The  rnodus  ojierandi  of  mercury  in  curing  venereal  affeftions  is 
unknown;  but  its  application  as  afpecific  for  the  difeafe  is  well  compre-  , 
bended  by  the  fkilful.  In  fome  preparations,  as  by  unguents,  a large  quan-  j 
tity  is  fometimes  neceflary  ; in  others  a few  grains  of  mercury,  Judicioufiy  : 
adminiftered,  completely  cure,  as  mercurius  corrofivus  fublimatus ; now  ^ 

called  hydrargyrus  muriatus.  I 

XVIII.  There  are  four  kinds  of  external  application  of  mercury;  by  { 
friiflions,  which  have  been  moft  univerfally  fuccefsful  ; by  plafters,  which  j 
are.  now  confidered  ufelefs,  unlefs  to  indurated  glands,  &c. ; by  lotions, 
which  are  not  now  depended  on;  and  by  fumigations  of  cinnabar,  which, 
though  ufeful  in  ulcers  of  the  nofe,  throat,  perineum,  &c.  are  not  alone 

fufficiently  powerful  to  remove  inveterate  venereal  affefHons.  ^ ■ 

XIX.  Though  faliv'ation  will  in  many  cafes  cure;  yet  it  is  impraflicable  . 
in  delicate  fubjefts,  as  they  cannot  bear  a fufficient  quantity  to  eradicate 
the  difeafe. 

XX.  Salivation  is  unneceflary  and  prejudicial,  except  in  particular 
cafes,  for  it  carries  off  the  mercury  fuddenly,  which  fliould  remain  long 
in  the  habit  to  remove  obftrudlions,  indurations,  &c.  caufed  by  the 
venereal  virus.  It  is  produdlive  of  violent  inflammations  ot  the  face, 

Fiidlions  were  employed  with  different  intentions;  i.  To  excite  no 
fcnfible  effedf,  as  firft  publifiied,  1512,  bvAlmenar,  and  lately  readopted  by 
Chicoineau  and  many  others.  2.  To  raife  a falivation.  3-  To  promote  a 
diarrlnca,  as  recommended  by  Default.  The  firft,  without  falivation;  d 
any  affcaion  of  the  mouth  appeared,  a fulpluir  purge  was  given,  as  an  anti- 
falivant,  and  the  friaions  omitted  a few  days.  The  fecond  was  adopted  by 
Boerhaave,  Aflruc,  and  Petit.  The  third  was  effcaed  firft  by  fria.ons,  • 
and  then  clylters  of  fenna  decoaion  were  adminifiered,  or  jalap,  &c.  i 
pcccff^ry. 


picers  ; 
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t vlcers  of  the  mouth,  tongue,  throat,  glands,  2cC.  which  are  light  efFefls 
( in  comparifon  of  others,  as  faintings,  lethargy,  continual  fever,  fufFoca- 
; tion,  lols  of  teeth,  and  rupture  of  the  falivary  dufts,  dangerous  hacmor- 
{ rhages,  bloody  flux,  &c.  which  are  the  more  lamentable  from  being,  at 
times,  above  the  reach  of  medicine.  This  violent  method  fnould  therefore 
be  exploded,  although  ftrongly  recommended  by  Aftruc,  Boerhaave,  and 
) Petit,  with  their  followers,  which  may  be  faid  to  be  the  prevailing  preju- 
,i  dice  of  their  time  rather  than  their  own  errors. 

XXL  Friftious  without  falivation,  if  fkilfully  conduced  and  fuflicieiitly 
I long  continued,  extinguilh  the  virus  without  any  increafe  of  the  excre- 
I tions,  and  confequently  do  not  impair  the  ftrength  of  the  patient,  nor 
I produce  the  mifchiefs  attendant  on  falivation.  The  addition  of  camphor 
■to  the  unguentum  is  proper;  but  fulphur  not,  as  it  may  fo  countcrafl:  the 
, intentions  of  mercury  as  to  prevent  its  efficacy.  Thi;  laft  method,  how- 
' ever,  has  fucceeded.  3j  vel  5ij,  every  other  night,  is.  fufficient  of  the  un- 
guent. hydrarg.  fort. 

XXII.  Bleeding,  a purge  firll,  and  warm  baths,  are  neceffiary,  not  only 
I before,  but  occafionally  during  friftions;  for  by  exciting  free  perfpiration 
I and  cleanfing  the  furface  of  the  body,  falivation  is  greatly  impeded,  and 
I the  cure  facilitated,  by  the  operation  of  mercury  through  the  minutcft 
cellular  ftruftures,  exhalent  arteries,  minuteft  lymj>hatics,  or  abforbents, 
&c.;  for,  as  Hiji/iocrates  fays,  and  Abraham  Kaa'M  proves,  ai,-  eWvooh 

VM-i  ocTTvoov  &?.oy  rd  cwiua.  QuOD  EXPIUANS,  ET  ISiSPIRANS,  UNIVEll- 
SUM  CORPUS. 

XXIII.  Warmth  is  abfolutely  neceffiary  to  promote  a cure;  the  room 
fliould  be  large  and  airy,  wdth  a fire  in  cool  weather ; and,  if  in,  an  hofpital, 
few  fliould  be  in  the  fame  ward. 

XXIV.  As  mercury  increafes  excretion  through  tlft  fkin,  cold  is  ini- 
mical, checks  the  neceffiary  mild  perfpiration,  and  occafions  diforders  in 
the  head.  Calico  under-lhirts  in  fummer,  and  flannel  or  Jerfev  fliirts, 
fliould  be  worn  in  winter,  during  a mercurial  coiirfe,  left  fudden  chills 
or  cold  retard  the  operation  of  medicine.  Patients  fliould  be  confined  to 
a room,  particularly  the  refracftory,  young,  and  inconfiderate ; or  the  ufe 
of  fricfions  for  extinguifliing  the  virus  will  be  defeated.  In  hofpital 
practice,  likewife,  it  is  abfolutely  neceffiary  to  confine  patients;  left  irre- 

. giilarities  and  expofure  to  cold  counteract  all  curative  intentions. 

XXV.  The  moderate  ufe  of  guaiacum  .and  faflafras,  in  pallid  languid 
habits,  and  the  farfaparilla,  in  deco£tions,  for  the  florid  and  plethoric, 
may  affift  the  extiiuftion  of  the  difeafe,  wdien  attempted  by  friction. 

■ They  may  beufed  with  or  without  milk,  as  ordinary  drink,  with  a little 
liquorice-root  boiled,  to  make  them  more  grateful.  Thefe  decoftions  of 
woods,  as  lliey  arc  called,  united  with  the  folutio  mercurialis  antiiiTOiiialls, 


or 
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or  lotio  penetrans,  in  fmall  dofes,  already  recommended,  mil  cure  many 
venereal  fymptoms;  but  in  important  cafes  friaions  fhould  be  added,  or 
permanency  of  cure  may  not  always  be  expeded. 

XXVI.  V-  heathe  mercurial  /laiitus  is  perceived  imiinp  from  the  mouths 
ofthefridioned,  by  the  olfadory  orgapsofthe  praditionef,  the  body  at 
that  time  is  faturated,  and  fridions  flrould  then  be  omitted  two  or  three 
days  or  more,  and  a laxative  given.  It  is  necdfary,  therefore,  for  the 
yn-aditioner  to  daily  vilit  the  patient,  and  to  be  very  vigilant,  left  a ftrong 
falivation  be  excited ; which  will  happen  in  fome  inftances  notwithftanding 
the  greateft  circumfpediori. 

XX\  II.  If  the  head  and  face  be  veiy  much  fwelled  and  painful,  with 
intlammaiion  of  the  eyes,  or  a fever  fliould  arife;  bleeding,  aperien'ts,  and 
laline  remedies,  are  proper,  as  likewife  in  fpitting  of  blood,  &c.  iinlefs 
there  be  a putrid-tending  diathefis;  then  antifeptics  and  tonics  are  to  be 
piefcribed.  In  fpafms,  opiates  or  narcotics  flrould  be  cautioufly  given, 
as  they  fometimes  prove  hurtful  and  occafion  delirium,  &c. 

XXVIII.  Fridions  flrould  be  continued  until  the  chief  fymptoms  be 
removed,  and  fome  time  afterwards.  Ulcers  and  caries  of  the  bones 
continue  longer  than  the  life  of  mercury  is  neceftary ; but  a proper  healthy  • 
difcharge'from  them  fliould  dired  the  praditioner,  when  to  leave  off  the 
fridions,  and  they  flrould  be  difcontinued,  not  fuddenly,  but  gradually. 

XXIX.  The  fudden  difappearance  of  ulcers  and  other  fymptoms  is 
fometimes  very  deceitful;  for  if  the  remedies  w'ere  then  difcontinued,  the 
difeafe  will  foon  reappear., 

XXX.  Mercury  continues  to  ad  on  the  fyftem  even  fome  months  i 

after  the  difcontinuance  of  the  fridions:  its  adminiftration,  therefore,  is  ' 
not  to  be,  carried  too  far.  Upon  an  average,  two  or  three  ounces  of  the  ! 
ftrong  ointment  ig  fuiilcient  for  the  generality  of  cafes;  but  this  mull:  j 

always  be  determined  by  circumftances : deviations  in  the  times  of  friction'  1 
and  kind  of  diet  nruft  be  made,  according  to  the  habit  of  the  patient. 

XXXI.  When  the  lues  venerea  be  combined  with  fea  feurvy,  the  latter 
fliould  be  firft  removed,  before  the  commencement  of  the  courfe,  or  very 
light  antivenerea!  alteratives  ufed.  Fridions  are  nor  fo  proper  in  thefe 
cafes  as  alteratives. 

XXXil.  The  phthifis  venerea,  or  venereal  confumption,  is  to  be 
treated  with  antivencreah ; but  extreme  camion  is  neccllary  not  to  piifl^ 
yhe  ule  of  mercury  too  far.  Plenck’s  Iblution  is  proper. 

ON  THE, CURE  HY  FUMIGATIONS. 

XXXIII.  The  method  of  curing  venereal  affedions  by  cinnabariiie 
fumigatii.ns  is  almoft  as  ancient  as  the  dileafe,  ai:^ was  known  by  Fallopius 
and  IMafta,  who  were  its  principal  advocates:  it  has  great  power  m re- 
moving 
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j moving  or  changing  the  ftate  of  venereal  and  cancerous  ulcers;  but  can* 
■(  not  be  depended  on  to  confirm  the  cure  of  venereal  affedlions,  though 
1 an  excellent  auxiliary  in  various  cafes;  but  not  now  fufficiently  in  ufe. 

: XXXIV.  Mr.  Lalouette  has  revived  the  pradice,  by  avoiding  fame  of 

the  inconveniencies  that  rendered  fumigation  hazardous  and  difagreeable, 
from  its  fuffocating  fulphureous  fumes,  &c.  affedling  the  lungs,  by  tire 
preparation  he  ufes,  &c. 

- LOTIONS. 

XXXV.  The  lotions  formerly  ufed  in  the  cure  of  lues  venerea  were 
dangerous;  being  compofed  of  corrofive fublimate'a.w^  arfenk : they  occa- 
fioned  dreadful  cutaneous  difeafes,  and  even  falivation;  they  therefore 
fell  into  difufe. 

XXXVI.  Baths,  penilu via,  and  pediluvia,  of  well-prepared  corrofive 
fublimate,  in  the  quantity  of  four  grains  to  a quart  of  water,  are  very 
ufeful  for  difeafed  joints,  nodes,  tophs,  and  various  lymphatic  and  other 
indurations,  or  as  fomentations,  &c.  in  various  venereal  alfeftions ; or  as 
lotions  for  deterging  venereal  or  other  ulcers.  Lotions  likewife  of  the 
i hydrargyrus  gummofus  are  proper  for  peniluvia,  pediluvia,  &c.  in  deli- 
i cate  conllitutions. 

PLASTERS. 

XXXVII.  Plafters  of  mercury,  with  proper  compofilions,  as  a cure, 
have  been  long  abandoned,  from  their  very  limited  powers : they  are  ufed 
'I  now  only  to  indurated  glands,  &c.  &c. 

, MERCURIUS  GUMMOSUS. 

XXXVIII.  This  invention  of  uniting  argentum  vivum  with  gum  arabic 
was  difcovered  and  pradfifed  by  That  very  learned  phyfician  Plenck,  of 
i!  Vienna,  It  cured  the  lues  venerea,  in  numerous  inftances,  in  that  coun- 
tiy  ; but  in  the  confirmed  lues,  in  this  ifland,  it  has  not  been  permanently 
- fuccefsful;  but  this  may  be  attributed  more  to  careleflhefs  in  preparing 

• the  remedy  than  any  other  caufe.  I have  fucceeded  in  curing  numerous 
venereal  a ffedlions,  in  delicate  conllitutions,  by  this  method ; but  in  order 
to  augment  its  powers,  one  eighth  or  fixth  of  a grain  of  antimmium  tarta- 
rijatum  (tart,  emet.)  gives  a powerful  energy  to  each  dofe.  Thefe  com- 
binations, however,  have  falivated,  and  require  the  fame  vigilance  as 
fridlions ; for  this  hydrargyrus  gummo/us  may  be  aptly  termed  an  internal 
friaion.  It  requires  very  accurate  trituration,  or  the  globules  of  the 

^rgentum  vivum  will  not  be  jierfedlly  extinguiflied  *. 

* M.  Horn  fays,  the  coinpofition  docs  not  equal  the  author’s  commend- 
ations. M.  Caflel  made  an  improvement  on  the  method  by  dividing  the 

• mercury  in  mucilage  of  gum  arabic ; and  drying  the  mafs,  reduced  it  into 
powder. 
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XXXIX.  Thefe  preparations  will  perfectly  cure  primary  affeftionsj 
but  in  very  inveterate  and  chronic  cafes,  they  fail  in  this  changeable,  cold 
climate;  it  is  but  juftice,  however,  to  the  celebrated  inventor,  to  fay, 
that  they  are  an  additional  and  ufeful  mild  relource  in  venereal  cafes  of 
delicate  conftitutions,  women,  and  children,  and  in  all  cafes  wherein  the  ■ 
compofitions  of  mercury  with  the  mineral  acids  are  too  violent. 

keyser’s  piles. 

XL.  The  dragies  of  Keyfer  have  been  fairly  tried  for  feveral  years, 
both  in  Paris,  London,  and  in  different  parts  of  Europe;  but  though  in 
many  cafes  they  cured,  yet  in  others,  to  my  own  knowledge,  they  pro- 
duced dangerous  etfefls,  as  falivation,  purgings,  relaxation  of  the  folids, 
&c.  In  London,  it  was  pretended  that  patients  might  purfue  their  ordi- 
nary bullnefs  during  tlieir  exhibition ; and,  I remember,  the  general  rule 
recommended  by  Dr.  Cooper,  of  John  Street,  was,  to  take  a fufticient 
quantity  to  prove  daily  laxative,  by  which  means  nutrition  was  impeded, 
and  debility  promoted,  and  the  ends  of  cure,  in  inveterate  cafes,  prevented. 
This  is  fimilar  to  hydra-, -gyrus  acetatus. 

XLI.  The  author  feemed  totally  ignoi'ant  of  chemiftry,  and  .deferibed 
feveral  proceffes,  unneceffarily  tedious,  to  purify  mercury,  which  may  be 
effected  with  much  lefs  trouble 

pressavin’s  mercurial  salt. 

XLII.  The  vegetable  mercurial  fait  of  M.  Preffavin  is  fimihir  toKey- 
fer’s,  except  its  combination  with  cremor  tartar,  and  its  being  given  in  j 
folution.  The  pilular  form  is  very  improper  in  aBive  folutmis  of  mercury, 
fince,  as  hath  been  obferved,  their  cauftical  effedts  are  likely  to  injure  the 
Itomach;  but  the  folution  of  Preflavin  is  far  fuperior,  by  being  diluted  fo 
as  to  avoid  all  fucli  danger. 

XLIII.  The  folution  of  mercury  in  vinegar  is  no  new  difeovery,  and  j 
may  be  found  in  Theatrum  Chemicum^  P^ge  654,  printed  at  Strafbourg, 
1615,  It  is  no  uncommon  thing  for  artifice  or  ignorance  to  introduce 
remedies  as  new,  which  have  been  long  obfolete  or  in  difufe.  The  nitric 
^dd  trick  will,  perhaps,  prove  of  this  nature. 

XI.IV.  Keyseu’s  pills,  and  many  other  fuch  myfterious,  queftionable  , 
compofitions,  which,  have  great  reputation  while  they  are  puffed  off  as 
fecrets,  at  aii  immenfe  expenfe,  in  newfpapers,  lofe  all  their  miraculous 
value  when  once  known.  All  the  advantages  of  fuch  compofitions 

* Upon  a review  of  his  unfcientific  formula,  the  compofitlon  Is  as  follows:  j 
“ Du  mcrcure  revivifit,  enfuite  calcine,  puis  dilTous  par  le  vinagre,  et  mel^  j 
avec  la  manne  et  la  farine,  poiu'donner  la  confillance  reqiiifc  acettc  compo-j| 

filioii.’’ — Coiombier.  I 

can  i\ 
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can  be  acquired  without  any  hazard,  by  various  other  remedies,  gentle 
fridions,  &c.  Sec.  - , 

ON  THE  STROP  DE  BELLET. 

XLV.  This  fyrup,  when  I was  in  France,  many  years  ago,  was  a 
fecret,  in  the  hands  of  the  author  and  government  only.  The  bafis,  from 
the  moft  accurate  analvfis,  proved  to  be  either  pure  mercury  diiTolved 
in  the  nitrous  acid,  to  which  is  added  fpt.  vini,  or  fome  precipitate  of 
mercury  diflblved  in  fpt.  n,itri  dulcis.  A certain  quantity  of  this  folutiou 
is  mixed  with  fome  fyrup,  and,  when  made,  a table-fpoonful,  diluted  in 
water,  is  to  be  taken  every  morning  for  a week;  afterw’^ards,  the  fame 
quantity  morning  and  evening,  gradually  increafing  the  dofe  to  tw'O/table- 
fpoonfuls,  and  rarely  beyond,  diluting  it  with  water  in  proportion  to  the 
dofe.  Its  adminiliration  was  continued  a fortnight  after  the  fymptoms 
were  removed,  and  a purge  was  given  at  intervals. 

XLVI.  It  was  tried  on  feveral  patients  in  the  hofpitals  of  Bre^  and 
Toulon^  as  the  nitric  acid  has  been  at  our  naval  hofpitals,  &c.  It  generally 
caufed  more  or  lefs  pain  in  the  head,  fometimes  uneafiriefs  in  the  ftomach, 
and  purging:  out  of  twenty  patients,  fifteen  were  apparently  cured,  three 
left  the  hofpital,  one  went  away  not  cured,  one  degenerated  into  cancer, 
(t  and  two  died.  It  has  fince  been  ufed  with  various  fuccefs,  by  perfons 
it  who  are  no  great  friends  to  fecrets. 

antivenereal  clysters. 

XLVII.  Antivenereal  clyfters  were  invented  by  M.  Royer,  furgeon 
'}  major  of  the  camps  and  armies.  The  analyfis  made  by  M.  de  Horne, 

, proves  its  bafis  to  be  corrcfive  fuhlimate^  united  with  camphor,  mucilage, 

: and  water. 

* 

OBJECTIONS.  ' 

' I.  Patients  difeharge  clyfters  too  foon  for  a fufficient  abforption  of 
mercury  to  cure  lues  venerea, 

: 2.  The  quantity  abforbed  cannot  be  determined;  hence  arifes  uncer- 

tainty and  a tedious  method  of  cure. 

OCCASIONAL  utility. 

Mercurial  clyfters  may  be  fometimes  ufeful,  where  patients  cannot 
bear  medicines  on  the  ftomach;  but  Plenck’s  folutions,  for  thefe  pur-i 
pofes,  are  much  fafer  than  mercury  fublimate.  Like  other  remedies, 
they  fliould  not  be  ufed  indifcriminately  on  every  patient,  fince  a variety 
of  methods  is  neceflary  to  cure  different  patients,  and  no  one  plan  will 
cure  all,  however  well  contrived. 
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ON  CORROsK^E  sublimate,  or  HYDRARCYKUS  MtTRIATUS. 

XLVIII.  This  excellent  remedy,  when  accurately  prepared,  and  judl- 
fhtifly  admlnijiered  in  folutlon,  in  dofes,  never  to  exceed  the  fixteenth^ 
twelfth,  GT  eighth  oi  z.  grain,  is  the  moft  efficacious,  fafe,  and  fuccefsful 
mercurial  yet  difcovered,  for  fpeedily  removing  the  moft  prelTing  and 
diftrelsful  fymptoms.  When  joined  with  antimonium  tartarifatum. 
(tart,  emeticum)  and  camphor,  it  is  rendered  ftill  more  penetrating,  ufe- 
ful,  and  gently  diaphoretic.  I have  cured  many  hundreds  of  various  cafes 
by  thefe  remedies  joined  with  fumigations;  they  even  fubdue  cancers,  &c. 

XLIX.  Boerhaave  firft,  and  Van  Swieten  afterwards,  recom- 
mended this  mercurial  fait  internally ; it  had  been  prefcribed  a long  time 
before  that  period  for  external  ufe  *. 

L.  On  its  firft  introduftion,  as  all  falutions  of  mercury  in  mineral  acid 
were  efteemed  violently  poifonous,  various  attempts  were  made  to  deftroy 
its  corrofive  qualities,  by  uniting  alkaline  folutions,  fpirituous  and  olea- 
ginous fluids,  &c.  Alkaline  additions,  however,  only  decompofed  the 
mercury ; a precipitate  fubfided,  more  or  lefs  aftive ; and  the  remain- 
‘ing  fluid  confequently  loft  its  antivenereal  properties.  Crude  fal  ammoniae 
does  not  add  to  the  efficacy  of  tiie  medicine,  as  fome  have  iniagined. 

LI.  The  perfcift  folution  of  corrofive  fublimate,  gr.  xij  to  a pint  of  malr 
fpirit,  was  made  and  recommended  by  Van  Swletcn,  of  which  a table- 
fpoonfiil  was  prefcribed,  In  barley  water,  morning  and  evening,  increaf- 
ing  thfc  dqfe  gradually,  according  to  circumftanees.  This  was  given  with 
great  fuccefs,  in  thoufitnds  of  cafes,  in  many  parts  of  Turope;  and  I gave  if 
at  Belleifle  in  1761;  but  the  fpirituous  medium,  though  it  agreed  well  with 
robuft  foldiers  and  failors,  yet  %vas  injurious  to  particular  co'nftitutions, 
and  octafiont-d  violent  naufea,  vomitings,  and  fometimes  diarrhaea,  dy- 
lentery,  &c.  like  turbith  mineral,  &:c, 

* Araongfi;  otiiers,  the  celebrated  and  learned  De  Haen,  of  Vienna,  fays, 
that  he  cured  the  lues  venerea*  in  the  moll  defperate  cafes,  of  moll  parts, 
by  fublimate.  He  dilTolved  fix  grains  of  mercurius  corrofivus  in  a pint  of 
brandy,  and  gave  two  table-fpoonftils  morning  and  evening,  &c.  He  pror 
ceeds;  “Jmo  diuturnus  ufushujus  remedii  percuravit  Corneam  ex  canfa  ve- 
nerea ortam,;  fie  anchylofes,  illinc  paralyfes,  variique  tuttioreset  ulcera  hoe 
xnodo  curabantur.’’  Every  fourth  day  he  gave  a purge.  It  is  certain  the 
Germans,  afld  other  people  on  the  continent,  bear  larger  dofes  than  can  b«  - 
given  here.  I have  fcldom  ventured  on  more  than  the  eighth  ot  a grain  as 
a dofe,  and  in  very  few  inftances,  and  where  the  ftomach  could  bear  if, 
above  a quarter  of  a grain,  and  always  dilfolved  and  diluted.  I have  cured, 
as  may  be  feen  in  the  Treatife  on  Dileafes  of  the  Eye»,  many  cafes  of  opaque 
corneaj  by  its  internal  and  external  ufe;  but  I never  gave  it  in  paralytic 
cafes;  IxU  have  cured  numbers  by  pilulie  alterantes  mitiores,  which  plants 
fiuiilar,  but  aot  lo  powerful.  See  pally  in  Ratiouai  Prafticc. 
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LIT.  Four  grains  of  the  corrofive  fublimate,  perfe£lly  diflbWed,  by 
rubbing  in  a glafs  mortar  and  peftle,  in  a pint  of  rain,  river,  or  diftilled 
r M'ater,  or  camphor  julep,  and  given  in  the  dofe  of  exaflly,  three 
1 'times  a day,  diluted  in  faflafras  tea,  decoftion  of  the  woods,  or  farfaparilla, 

I could  be  taken  without  inconvenience.  This  is  but  an  eighth  of  a graiii 
of  the  remedy  j but  half  that  quantity  is  fufBcient  for  delytate  conftitutions. 

I This  has  been  my  method  of  giving  it,  ever  fince  that  period;  fori  early 
1 difcovered  the  error  of  the  celebrated  and  learned  Van  Swieten,  and  others, 

' conlifted  in  giving  the  remedy  in  much  too  large  dofes,  which  often  afttd 
violently  on  the  ftomach  of  inteftines,  without  affefting  the  conftitutional 
! complaint.  In  this  manner  one  of  the  moft  efficacious  preparations,  in 
fome  degree,  loffi  its  credit  with  regular  prartitioners ; but  empirics,  by 
their  very  fmall  dofes,  have  cured,  under  the  form  of  a fecret  fyrup, 

; many  cafes  in  which  the  learned  regulars  have  failed. 

LIII.  It,  thus  adminiffered,  refolves  buboes,  relieves  phymolis,  para- 
pltymofis,  deterges  and  cures  chancres,  venereal  ulcers  of  the  urethra, 
proflate,  &c.;  foon  relieves- the  moft  excruciating  nocturnal  pains  in  the 
' bones,  &c. ; yet  notvvithftanding  its  excellence  and  efficacy,  it  ftiould  not 
be  depended  on  in  deep-feated  chronic  venereal  affeftions,  without  the 
addition  of  judicious  fri(ftions. 

LIV.  Little  preparation  is  neeeflary  before  taking  it;  bleeding  in 
plethora,  and  cleanfing  the  prirtue  vice^  are  previoufty  ufeful;  but  the 
remedies  ftiould  be  continued  a confiderable  time  after  the  fymptoms  have 
difappeared;  for  though  its  falutary  effedls  are  I'apid,  they  have  not  beeq, 
in  fome  inftancesj  permanent. 

LV.  During  the  exhibition  of  corrofive  fublimate,  whether  joined  with 
antimonium  tartarifatum,  or  not  (which  laft  mode  is  my  invention),  it  is 
peceflary  to  obferve  a ftrift  regimen ; the  drink  ftiould  be  chiefly  farina- 
ceous or  mucilaginous,  decodtion  of  farfaparilla,  &c.  Neither  wine, 
fpirits,  nor  beers  ftiould  be  drunk,  nor  any  thing  ufed  that  may  counfer- 
aift  or  decompofc  the  preparation : therefore,  all  volatiles  and  alkalies  are 
improper,  &c.  This  mode  of  curing  fev^ral  cafes  of  venereal  infe6tior^. 
is  fuperior  to  any,  if  the  patient  be  obliged  to  be  exjx>fed  to  the  open  at- 
niofpliere;  but  warm  clothing  is  always  neceilary,  dry  diet,  &c. 

In  the  French  armies,  for  many  years,  this  remedy  has  been  given  with 
extraordinary  fuccefs;  but  the  phyficians  commonly  have  ordered  too  large 
.dofes,  or  their  climate  is  certainly  more  benign  and  falutary  than  this  change- 
able, and  often  fuddenly  cold  ifland.  In  the  Weft  Indies,  and  on  the  con- 
tinent of  America,  in  France,  Italy,  and  Germany,  I have  feen  numerous 
cafes  cured;  and  from  the  authority  of  M.  Bercher,  firft  phyfician  of  the 
hofpital  at  Cologne,  and  o/  ma,ny  of  the  mqft  excellent  praftitioners  in 

^ i Europe, 


Europe,  It  may  be  recommended,  with  the  cautions  c^nd  obfervations 
already  enumerated  *.  It  is  a medicine' that  fliould  only  be  ufed  by  the 
[kilful  in  the  art;  for  it  fliould  be  remembered,  an  over-dofe,  as  in  other 
important  medicines,  may  prove  fatal  ■[■. 

^ ON  SECRET  REMEDIES.  -I 

LVI.  Every  pretender  to  fecret  remedies,  or  noftrum's,-  fays  his  com-, 
pofition  differs  from  others,  and  is  the  very  beft  in  the  w'orld.  ' 

LVII.  Much  mifehief  is  done  by  quack  remedies  from  their  indiferi- 
minate  ufe.  If  they  be  powerful,  thev  often  do  irreparable  evil ; if  in- 
^efficacious,  they  can  do  no  fervice.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted,  that  even 
feme  regular-bred  prafti doners  have  difguifed  mercury  in  various  forms,  ; 
and  ha,ve  become  fecret  mongers. 

LVIII.  The  pretenfions  of  M.  Nicole  and  Velnos,  in  aflerting  their 
preparations  contain  no  particles  of  mercury,  ought  not  to  be  credited ; ] 
an  analyfis,  made  by  M.  Marges,  furgeon,  of  the  medicines  of  the  for- 
mer, detedied  corroflve  fubliniate  in  the  qompofition  of  the  liquor,  diet- 
drink,  bifeuit,  and  ointment  of  Nicole. 

LIX.  Agironi  and  Velnos  pretended  they  had  a vegetable  fyrup,  by 
which  they  propofed  to  cure  the  venereal  difeafe. 

LX.  They  produced  a number  of  proofs  of  its  efficacy  in  curing  private 
patients;  but  the  trials  made  in  the  hofpital  of  French  guards,  it  feems, 
were  lefs  favourable,  according  to  Colombier. 

LXI.  The  mercury  that  enters  the  compofition,  fays  the  erudite  Co- 
lombier, is  very  fmall  in  quantity,  and  not  eafily  detedfed.  If  three  or 
four  grains  of  corroflve,  fublimate,  in  a quart  of  fyrup, 'were  combined,  i 
the  medicine  would  be  very  efficacious,  and  the  mercury  would  not  be 
eaflly  difcoverable.  • : 

LXIIf  The  comparative  good  fuccefs  of  the  fyrup,  in  their  own  prac- 
tice, exclufively,  renders  it  more  than  probable,  that  they  had  lonie 
fecret  mode  of  adding  the  mercury.  For,  if  the  mofl:  adfive  roots  and 
woods,  or  vegetables,  are  infufficient  to  cure  the  lueswenerea,  which  the 

* The  learned  author  of  La  Mededue  Milhalre,  M.  Colombier,  mentions 
pine  hundred  cafes  cured,  that  came  under  his  own  obfervation,  in  the  French 
military  hofpitals  : many  thoufands  of  inflances  betide  liave  made  their  ap- 
pearance in  favour  of  this  medicine,  when  judicioiitly  prepared  and  applied. 

t I have  given  a cafe  in  the  Rational  Pradtice  of  Ph)tic,  where  a young 
^nedical  gentleman  at  Mr.  Scarman’s,  tlicn  living  in  Bond  Street,  took  two 
drams  of  corroflve  fublimate,  in  its  faline  granulated  torm>  and  four  ounces 
of  laudanum.  I faved  his  life  by  giving  volatile  alkali  diluted  in  waiin 
water,  which,  forming  a precipitate,  produced  enormous  vomitings,  &c, 
jindthus  liberated  him  from  the  danger  of  the  adlive  poHon, 


! 
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I 'faireft  trials  have  proved  beyond  the  poffibllity  of  a.doitbt,  it  follows,  th« 
j a mercurial  fall,  as  fnblimate,  or  a folution  of  argentu?a  vtvum  in  nitrous 
i acid,  nuift  be  added.  With  regard  to  Vehios’  fynip,  there  have  been 
i inftances  of  its  falivating,  and,  at  the  time  I am  writing  this,  a patient  is 
i under  the  care  of  Dr.  Kennedy  and  myfelf,  who  has  been  decidedly  Dlivated 
( by  the  compofition,  without  obtaining  a cure;  though  now,  by  our  joint 

• endeavours,  recovering  from  one  of  the  moft  complicated  and  difficult  cafes 
I that  ever  happened.  Mundus  vult  dgcipi,  ergo  decipiatur,  fay 
the  artful  promulgators  of  wonder-working  fecrets.  Mankind  admire 
the  marvellous  and  impoffible;  and  while  perions  of  tlie  hignefl  lank, 

1 dukes,  lords,  and  titled  ladies,  whofe  education  fiiould  elevate  their  minds 
j above  vulgar  deceptions,  or  grofs  fuperftition,  will  countenance  ifiag- 
::  iietifm,  pretended,  infpirations,  windy  puff  nonfenfe,  and  a thoufand 

t . other  rogueries  and  fooleries;  it  is  not  lurpriuug  that'  inferioi  being?,  of' 

! little  learning  and  lefs  fenfe,  ffiould  become  the  moft  egregious  dupes  to 
every  fpecies  of  artful  impofture  and  impoftors 

NITROUS  ACID. 

LXIII.  A miraculous  difcovery  has  lately  led  the  medical  dance  through 
all  the  mazes  of  follv,  perplexity,  and  credulity.  Nitrous  acid  cures 
venereal  cornplaints  of  all  defcriptioiis;  thoufands  of  cafes  are  monthly 
publiflied,  and  as  many  thoufands  of  fabiicated  falfehoods  believed  by 
the  credulous,  and  trumpeted  forth  through  all  the  earth.  Like  the  wonder- 
working fyrup-mongers  and  drop-venders,  the  nitric  acid  fails  under  the 
direftion  of  men  the  moft  eminent  for  fkill  and  probity,  and  in  all  other 
• hands  except  thofe  in  the  fecret.  This,  alone,  is  a true  and  convincing  proof 
of  the  efficacy  and  veracity  of  the  powers  of  nitric  acid.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  they  life  nitrous  acid  ; but,  probably  owing  to  fonie  l:ttle  omiffion, 
they  may  have  forgotten  to  apprize  their  acid-ftruck,  aftoniftied,  and 
mortified  brethren,  that  a little  argentum  vivum  was  diffolved  in  that  very 
jiowerful  acid,  by  which,  indeed,  properly  diluted,  it  becomes  a very 
important  medicine  in  the  hands  of  fkilful  adepts.  Thefe  are  not  uncom- 
mon frolics  amongft  feveral  famous  chemifts  and  alchemifts ; there  are 
many  fpecimens  of  a variety  of  fimilar  tricks  on  record  in  the  annals  of 
fecret  chemiftrv  f . 

LX  IV. 

* I remember  a late  learned  and  pious  prelate,  who,  though  remarkably 
fenfiblein  other  rerpciSts,  was  lb  infatuated  in  favour  of  a quack  fyrup,  that 
' he  ran  full  gallop  tlirough  tliis  great  town  to  recommend  tlie  lurprifing  all- 
curing fyrup;  in  Ihort,  the  worthy  dignified  divine  was  lyrup  mad,  and  died 
fuddenly;  whether  from  tlie  efl'ctls  of  the  fyrup,  which,  fomc  faid,  ftruck  in 
a cutaneous  eruption,  or  not,  is  not  altogether  certain. 

t The  ingenious  Mr.  Blair,  furgeon  to  the  Lock  llofpital,  who  has  the  moft 

decided 
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LXIV.  L(?t  not  the  faculty  nor  fociety  be  any  longer  deluded  by  the 
JTo  formers  of  miracles  in  venereal  complaints  lukhout  mercu)y.  Thoufands 
of  lives  have  been  facrificed  at  the  llirine  of  credulity,  thoufands  more 
by  the  indiferiminate  ufe  of  quack  remedies,  and  pretended  pana- 
ceas.  Let  it  not  be  faid,  in  the  beginning  of  iSoo,  that  mankind,  after 
having  been  fo  repeatedly  deluded,  will  fuffer  delufion,  artifice,  and  de- 
ception, to  continue  their  daring  violations  of  honour,  truth,  and  integrity. 


i 

I 

THE  KNOWLEDGE  OF  PHYSIC  EQUALLY  NECESSARY  AS  SUR-  i 
GERY,  IN  THE  TREATMENT  OF  VENEREAL  AFFECTIONS.  , 

JF  a furvey  be  taken  of  all  the  preceding  venereal  fymptoms,  of  ' 
different  ages,  fexes,  confUtutions,  circumftances,  and  necef-  i 
fary  remedies,  it  muff  evidently  appear,  to  every  refle£fing  and  j 
candid  mind,  that  a complete  knowledge  in  the  art  of  phyjic  is  as  ^ 
neceffary  as  furgery,  to  combat,  with  fpirited  energy,  the  variety  1 
of  cafes  that  occur  in  an  extenfive  venereal  pratSfice.  It  is  the 
province  of  phyfic  to  preferibe  internal  medicine,  and  of  forgery  , 
to  perform  manual  operations;  but  both  branches  are  fo  intimately 
conneffed  in  the  treatment  of  venereal  complaints,  that  they  can-  i 
pot  be  feparated  without  manifeff  injury  to  fociety  *.  How  can 

any  ; 

I 

decided  opportunities  of  afeertaining  the  real  effedls  of  anti  venereal  remedies,  | 
has  not  only  tried  the  plan  under  his  own  immediate  diredlion,  but  has  endea-  | 
voiired,  with  a laudable  love  of  truth,  tocolledf  from  all  quarters  as  many  fadts 
aspodible  on  the  fubjedt.  Several  of  the  firft  I'urgeons  in  this  metropolis,  and  I 
piany  of  my  mod  intimate  friends,  have  tried  the  nitric  acid  ; but  with  what 
eSedf  Mr.  Blair's  work  fully  and  candidly  declares,  where  nothing  but  dif- 
pppointnient  flalks  in  every  page,  the  St.  Mary-le-bone  Infirmary  the 
remedy 'was  tried,  not  from  any  expedfation  of  fuccefs  on  my  part ; for  it 
will  be  well  remembered  by  the  gentlemen  of  the  Hofpital,  that  I foretold,  in 
a peremptory  manner,  that  it  was  impollible  to  cure  venereal  cafes  by  nitrous 
acid  ; but  rather  than  appear  obftinate,  I complied  with  tlie  requeft  for  trial. 
Seven  cafes  ^^c^t  under  tlie  courfe  without  any  fuccefs,  who  were  foon  after 
cured  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Pliillips,  the  fiirgeon,  by  fridlions.  Wc  liad,  as 
many  others  have,  of  tl)C  mod  refpeclable  of  the  faculty,  to  regret,  that  we 
loll  time  in  this  bubble,  and  prolonged  the  mifery  of  the  aflhdlcd  patients, 
almod  to  dcaili,  in  an  irrational  mifchievoiis  projedf. 

• Tlie  preferiber,  wlvo  well  comprehends  tiie  materia  mcdica,  chemidry, 
and  pliarmacy,  who  can  difeover  the  adulteration  of  medicines,  and  who 
has  been  pradfically  acquflomed  to  compound  and  obferve  the  effedls  of  dif- 
ferent 
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cny  peifon  not  well  acquainted  %vith  diemlftry,  pharmacy,  ani5 
the  theory  and  pradice  of  phyfic,  difcriminate  with  accuracy, 
and  prefcribe  different  compofitions  judicioufly,  according  to  the 
moll  fldiful  rules  of  medical  fcience  ? How  will  a furgeon,  how- 
ever excellent  in  the  operative  part  of  the  profeflion,  be  enabled 
■ to  HcilfuIIy  treat  all  the  difficult  cafes  of  venereal  inflammations, 
fever's,  gangrenous  affeiSUons,  women  during  pregnancy,  infants, 
the  old  and  feeble,  the  young  and  robuft,  the  delicate,  nervous, 
and  irritable,  with  all  their  innumerable  varieties  ; if  he- do  not 
well  know  the  moft  efficacious  managenient  of  all  thofe  cafes  un- 
tombined  with  venereal  virus?  If  he  know  not  how  fkilfully  to 
treat  thefe  cafes  Amply,  and  this  is  nO  trifling  knowledge,  how 
will  he  be  able  to  attack  them  with  fcience  and  fuccefs,  when 
complicated  with  that  dcvaftating  difeafe,  the  venereal  virus  ? \ et 
fuch  extenfive  knowledge,  if  not  always,  is  frequently  neceffary  ; 
or  mankind  muft  fuffer  for  the  defeds  of  the  artift  ; it  is,  there- 
fore, ardently  recommended  to  young  ftuJents  not  to  be  fatisfied 
with  partial  fkill,  but  induflrioufly  endeavour  to  acquire  general 
fcience.  To  attain  great  excellence  in  any  branch  of  phyfic  is 
highly  commendable ; but  it  is  poffible  to  be  the  greatefl  anatomifi:, 
or  the  moft  celebrated  operating  furgeon  in  Europe,  without 
being  well  informed  in  the  fcience  and  pra£tice  of  phyfic  and, 

ferent  dofes  of  medicaments,  and  particularly  thofe  powerful  w'eapons  mer- 
cury and  antimony,  will  always  be  better  able  to  prefcribe,  than  he  who 

! depends  on  the  prefeription?  of  others,  or  of  tliofe  books  in  general,  that  give 
direCiions  about  dofes  and  compounding  medicines,  where  will  be  foand,  in 
loo  many  inftances,  grofs  errors,  and  feveral  incautious  forms  of  preferip- 
tion;  tliis  will  evidently  apfiear  hereafter.  The  beft  formula  of  medicines 
il  that  can  be  fuggetled  (hoiilii  only  be  taken  as  fpeciraens,  in  general*,  the 
H practical  and  individual  application,  in  difeaCes,  muft  always  be  formed  from 
i the  particular  circumfiances  of  every  cafe  that  offers,  and  muft  be  left  to  the 
► fagacity  of  every  prelcriber. 

* Thole  who  arc  unacquainted  with  my  fentiments  on  the  ncceftity  and 
! utility  of  anatomy,  in  producing  excellent  furgeons  and  phyficians  for  the 
I'  «rmy,  navy,  and  country,  may  read  the  traft  1 wrote,  and  fent  to  every 
i noble  and  honourable  member  of  Lords  and  Commons,  to  prevent  ignoraacc 
I Jbetjig  eftabl'ijhed  by  the  laaus  of  tiye  landy  when  the  dead  body  bill  was  agitated. 
That  work  has  been  fince  publiftied  at  tiie  end  of  my  Treatife  on  Dropfics, 
and  on  preventing  or  retarding  many  Affedtions  common  to  old  Age.  My 
Schola  Medidna  was  written  to  facilitate  that  :tnd  other  effential  ftudies. 
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on 


C 88  ) 


on  tlic  contrary,  a phyficlan  may  have  palTed  through  all  the 
general  forms  of  ftudy,  be  decorated  with  a doftor’s  degree,  and 
yet  be  deficient  in  moft  things  relative  to  furgery,  and,  in  particu- 
lar, the  treatment  of  venereal  affedions.  There  are  fome  fur- 
geons  who  affed  to  flight  or  defpife  the  theory  and  pradice  of 
phyfic ; and  there  are  a few  phyficians,  who  pretend,  that  it  is 
beneath  the  dignity  of  diplomatic  dodors  to  ftudy  that  molt  ufe- 
fiil  of  all  arts,  furgery.  Both  thefe  opinions  are  erroneous  and 
injurious;  unlefs  it  could  be  proved,  that  the  lefs  a praditioner 
knows,  the  more  capable  he,  is  of  curing  the  mofl;  difficult  difeafes. 
To  render  mankind  thofe  benefits,  which  humanity  and  the  healing 
art  demand,  all  the  branches  are  not  too  much  to  ftudy  on  many  im- 
portant occafions ; and  thofe  who  comprehend  moft,  are  more  likely 
to  fucceed,  than  thofe  who  conceive  little,  or  con^'ne  themfelves  to 
the  narrow  limits  of  fome  particular  department : for,  as  the  great 
medical  and  Roman  clalTic,  CeJfus,  fays,  Id  ante  omnia  Jcire  con- 
venit,  quod  ojnncs  medicince  partes  connexec  Junt,  ut  ex  toto  Jeparari 
non  pojfint. 

To  the  honour  of  the  profeflion  in  this  country,  there  are  ex- 
cellent furgeons,  who  are  competent  to  all  the  branches  of  me- 
dicine ; and  thofe,  who  are  thus,  qualified,  are  moft  capable  of 
pradifing  with  fuccefs,  and  pourhig  down  benefits  on  fociety : 
but  in  proportion  as  young  furgeons  negled  medical  ftudies,  and  | 
afterwards  preferibe  internal  treatment,  with  a few  general  reme- 
dies, at  random,  fo  will  they  proportionably  fail  of  fuccefs,  and  j 
bring  difgrace  to  that  divine  art,  which  it  is  their  duty  to  fupport 
with  honour  and  dignity.  It  is  highly  laudable,  therefore,  to 
obtain  the  cornpleteft  information  poffible,  in  every  department  ; 
for,  though  it  may  be  a rational  cuftom  to  only  purfue  one,  yet  in 
the  pradical  application  of  that  one  branch,  all  the  others  arc  ^ 

frequently  included  *.  | 

Medical  i 

% 

* In  the  third  volume  of  Schola  McdidncCf  comprehending’  the  pnuftice 
of  tlie  whole  art,  there  is  one  chapter  on  liberal  and  extenfive  medical  edu-  < 
cation,  the  outlines  of  which  may  be  feen  in  the  introdudtory  part  of  the  | 

fil'd  volume  of  Schola  Medicintx  Uiti’vcrfahs  Nova]  which,  ■with  the  fecond,  | 

is  already  pubimicd  in  Latin.  This  tliird  volume,  if  my  life  be  fpared,  I | 
ijitend  traidlating  into  Englifh,  wiiich,  occupied  as  I am,  will  be  no  fmall 
labour;  but  will  be  nipre  advantageous  to  the  Englifli  reader,  as  Latin  i$ 

gradually. 
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; MEDICAL  PRECEPTORS  SHOULD  ONLY  TEACH  AND  INCUL* 
CATE  DEMONSTRATIVE  AND  CONFIRMED  TRUTHS,  AND 
ALWAYS  EXCLUDE  HYPOTHESIS. 

t 

Ignorance,  where  learning  and  true  fcience  fliould  predo- 
minate, is  an  enormous  vice.  He  is  fuperficial,  defigning,  or 
, ignorant, 

gradually,  it  feems,  going  out  of  fafhion.  I have  tranflated  and  lately  pub- 
lithed  the  references  to  the  fixty-eight  copper-plate  engravings  of  the  two 
former  quarto  volumes,  which  work  was  twenty-fix  years  labour,  for  the 
foie  advantage  of  the  Englifh  fludents,  to  lay  a folid  foundation  of  anato- 
mical, phyfiological,  and  pathological  fcience,  founded  on  demonftrative 
fa<5ts,  and  real  dilleftions,  &c.  excluding  all  unproved  alTertions,  opinions, 
falfe  hypothefes,  and  idle  chemical  fpeculations.  If  medicine  always  fpoke 
the  language  of  flria:  truth,  and  if  the  extravagant  effufions  of  wild  conjec- 
ture we're  checked,  violent  difputation  might  be  at  an  end,  which  oftener 
©bfcures  than  enlightens;  found  principles  and  fuccefsful  pradtice  would  be 
firmly  eftablilhed  by  accurate  pra61ical  obfervation  and  experience. 

When  the  friends  of  a fludent  entering  at  the  St.  Mary-le-bone  Infirmary 
inquire  what  books  are  necefiTary  to  be  read,  I always  anfwer,  Let  him  go 
into  the  difledting-room,  and  learn  the  names  and  ufes  of  all  the  parts  of  the 
human  body ; and  into  the  pharmaceutic  laboratory,  and  (lop  to  comprehend 
the  preparation  and  compounding  of  medicines.  Let  him  read  aStual  difeafes 
at  thfbed-Jides  of  the  fick;  let  him  read  and  retain  the  fymptoms  of  the 
numerous  patients  in  and  out  of  the  houfe,  their  varieties  in  the  fame  difeafe, 
with  the  real  effeft  of  remedies  on  different  conftitutions,  indications,  con- 
traindications, and  the  rationale  drawn  from  the  patients’  particular  habits, 
which  renders  it  neceflar>-  to  often  change  prefcriptions  to  perfons  labouring 
under  one  and  the  fame  difeafe.  Let  him  regard  the  general  name  of  the 
diforders  painted  on  the  door  of  each  ward,  and  the  name,  age,  and  difeafe 
of  each  individual  written  over  the  bed’s  head  of  each  patient:  thus  are 
obtained  the  different  fpecies  of  difeafe.  Let  him  enter  into  the  minutix  of 
various  ages,  fexes,  and  circumftances  of  patients  in  the  acute  febrile^  chronic^ 
fulmonk,  fmall-px,  infantile,  lying-in,  and  furgery  nuards.  Let  him  keep  a 
book  or  diary,  according  to  my  plan,  and  write  down  every  thing  he  fees, 
hears,  or  comprehends,  worthy  of  notice ; and  let  him  regifter  his  own 
juvenile  obfervations  parallel  to  each  individual  cafe,  either  in  furgery, 
j phyfic,  and  even  midwifery,  if  any  cafe  peculiar  fhould  arife.  Lerhim 
open  all  fubjeds  pofflble,  as  I have  done  through  life,  and  inveftigate  with 
his  own  eyes  the  ravages  of  difeafe  and  the  caufes  that  led  to  demh.  Let 
him  penife  (hort  elementary  books,  at  the  fame  time,  fuch  as  my  efteemed 
' friend  Dr.  Hooper’s  little  Medical  Diaionary,  and  Anatomiff’s  Vade 
Mecum,  &c.  After  this  foundation,  let  him  read  the  moff  celebrated 
reek,  Latin,  French,  and  Italian  authors,  with  circumfpeaion,  where  he 
will  find  3 confirmation  of  found  praaicc  and  cautions,  if  he  fhould  felea 

1 ” judicioufly 


I 


( 90  ) 

ignorant,  W'ho,  from  a vain  afFeftation  of  univerfal  knov^ledge, 
teaches  or  credits  hypothefis,  and  daringly  applies  it  to  medical 
pradice.  There  is  nearly  as  much  difference  between  true  theory 
and  hypothefis,  as  between  light  and  darknefs.  A true  theory 
is  a demonftrative  propofition  fully  proved  *;  an  hypothefis  an 
unproved  propofition,  a probability,  an  opinion,  error,  falfehood. 
Are  fuccefsful  fadls,  confirmed  by  long  experience,  to  be  deferted, 
and  the  lives  of  human  beings  to  be  riflced  on  probabilities,  on 
the  flights  of  imagination,  on. the  mere  creatures  of  a diftempered, 
unrefiefting  brain  ? as  the  great  reafoner,  Celfus,  fays,  Cujus 
autem  rei  non  ejl  certa  notitia,  ejus  opinio  certain  reperire  remedium 
non  poteji.  Verumque  eji  ad  ipfam  curandi  rationem  nihil  plus  conferred 
quam  experientiam. 

judicioufly  and  avoid  errors.  Let  him  ever  difregard  mere  opinions  and 
fanciful  fuggeftions,  and  particularly  all  embanalling  queftions,  fo  common 
in  the  Scotch  profeflbr  Cullen,  and  others,  frequently  on  lubjedts  above 
human  comprehenfion,  which,  if  he  be  penetrating,  and  his  mind  logically 
arranged,  he  will  difcern  with  a glance  of  the  eye,  and  immediately  check 
all  imaginary  conceits.  With  the  previous  practical  lludies  recommended 
and  diligently  purfued  (nihil  enim  fine  labore,  as  Cicero  fays),  he  will  become 
a young  medical  critic  ; be  able  to  judge  of  beauties  and  defedts,  and  not  be 
eafily  deluded  by  quaint  phrafeology,  fallacious  reafoning,  or  diftorted  falfe 
conclufions  from  dubious  premifes  ; he  will  examine  firft  principles ; if  thefe 
be  falfe,  the  fuperftrudlure,  however  plaufible,  muft  be  equally  fo.  If  he 
be  honourable,  he  will  not  deceive  others;  if  he  be  wife  and  refledling,  he 
will  not  fuffer  the  plaufible  deceptions  of  others  to  deceive  himfelf,  or  to 
bias  his  mind  with  hypothetical  unftable  prejudices;  he  will  only  be  open 
to  truth  and  convidtion,  and  not,  through  idlenefs  or  want  of  penetration, 
fwallow  uncouth  words  for  things  ; but  (trip  off  thofe  veils  of  deception  and 
expofq  their  dangerous  tendency.  Such  are  the  moft  probable  means  of 
arriving  at  a great  degree  of  perfedfion  in  the  art,  efpecially  if  every  day  s 
cautious  and  refledling  ftudy,  through  life,  be  an  improvement  on  the 
former,  and  if  every  inveftigation  be  purfued  with  alacrity  and  ardour,  de- 
void of  bias  or  infatuation.  Such  an  education  and  fludy,  w'hen  guided  by 
good  fenfe,  found  judgment,  and  long  experience,  will  give  a fpirited 
pradlice  tempered  with  caution,  in  all  important  and  difficult  cafes  of  difeafe. 
See  Generalia  and  Specialia  of  medical  education  in  Scbola  Mediiinie,  vol.  i. 
p.  52,  immediately  after  the  Hiftory  of  Medicine,  and  Chronology,  &c. 
and  likewife,  many  fimilar  fentiments  in  different  parts  of  the  Rational 
PraSlice  of  Phyjic,  to  guard  the  young  and  inexperienced  from  attempting 
deep  inveftigation,  before  they  have  feen  or  comprehended  the  fadls  of 
this  difficult  and  extenfive  art. 

* Theorenia  eft  propofitio  vera  et  demonftrativa. 
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Whoever  undertake?  the  important  profeffion  of  teaching  th^ 
pradical  art  of  phyfic,  fhould  well  know  its  ,rife,  progrefs,  and 
prefent  ftate,  and  fhould  ferioufly  guard  the  minds  of  his  pupils 
againfl  the  intruflon  of  all  conje6tures,  opinions,  and  hypothefeS 
whatever.  Had  the  framers  of  feveral  recent  and  obfcure  hypo- 
thetical fyftems  obferved  this  moral  and  fenfible  refUtude,  and 
had  they  not  tainted  the  minds  of  their  unfufpicious  pupils,  and 
inconfiderate  followers,  with  many  fallacious  doftrines  ; we 
Ihould  not  be  peftered  with  the  daily  ufe  of  unintelligible  phrafes, 
pompous  in  found,  but  empty  in  the  requifites  of  truth.  We 
ihould  not  have  reafon  to  deplore  the  many  human  facrifices  daily 
flaughtered  at  the  altars  of  falfe  conceit  and  vain-glorious  fpecula- 
tion.  Whilfl  many  branches  of  the  profeflion  are  proceeding  to  a 
greater  degree  of  perfe61ion;  in  the  venereal  diforder,  chimerical 
opinions  have  exceeded  all  bounds  in  the  regions  of  fancy,  and 
they  have  produced  all  thofe  miferies  to  fociety,  that  every  man  of 
learning,  found  judgment,  and  experience,  expedted. 

It  is  injurious  even  for  individuals  to  imbibe  dangerous  preju- 
dices; but  the  ill  confequences  then  only  affedl  a few  patients,  led 
by  confidence  and  credulity  into  misfortune.  When  men  high  in 
reputation  aflume  the  inflru6lion  of  others,  and  inculcate  delete- 
rious tenets  in  their  ledur(^,  the  confequent  miferies  in  different 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  as  far  as  the  falfe  doctrines  extend,  are. 
beyond  the  reach  of  all  human  calculation. 

It  is  with  great  concern  and  regret  to  be  obferved,  that  the 
learned  univerfity  of  Edinburgh,  for  many  years,  became  the  hot- 
bed of  hypothefis,  under  the  foftering  hand  of  fome  of  the ' 
profefTors,  Though  many  ingenious  men  have  appeared,  and 
contributed  much  to  the  cultivation  of  medical  fcience;  yet  the 
luxurious  weeds  of  unbridled  fancy  have,  in  too  many  inftances, 
overrun  and  obfcured  the  faireft  truths  of  the  profeffion.  The 
ardent  minds  of  youth,  by  thefe  means,  have  frequently  taken  a 
wrong  turn,  which  the  fobereft  judgment  and  refleflion  could 
fcarccly  eradicate  through  life.  It  requires  the  pruning-knife  of 
experience  and  found  judgment  to  check  the  growth  of  thefe 
froward  exotics;  for,  though  they  die  in  time  a natural  death 
from  the  mifchiefs  they  produce  ; yet,  while  the  rage  of  novelty 
may  continue,  they  do  abundance  of  evil.  It  is  an  arduous  talk  to 

^ ^ develope, 
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devel^e,  and  requires  courage  to  conquer  prejudices;  but  it 
fhou<&  be  firmly  attempted  by  every  lover  of  truth  and  detedof 
of  falfe  do£lrines  in  the  profelfion. 

A GREAT  DEFECT  NOT  TO  KNOW  THE  BEST  MODES  OF 

PRACTICE. 

It  is  a great  mark  of  indolence,  or  ignorance,  if  fair  and  prac- 
tical opportunities  have  offered,  not  to  well  know  the  moft  feledf, 
cftablifhed,  and  fuccefsful  rules  of  pra£l;ice  in  the  art  of  medicine; 
but  when  known,  it  argues  the  poirelfion  of  a wavering  unfteady 
mind,  rafhnefs,  and  prefumption,  to  depart,  on  flight  grounds, 
from  the  well-founded  maxims  refulting  from  ages  of  experience. 
Credulity  is  a ftrong  mark  of  imbecility  in  the  human  mind,  and  a 
great  vice  in  any  medical  charadler ; but  wantonly  and  irra- 
tionally to  fport  with  the  health  and  lives  of  human  beings,  oa 
dubitable  principles,  is  an  abominable  crime. 

/ 

A KNOWLEDGE  OF  FORMER  ERRORS  MAY  PREVENT  FUTURE 

MISFORTUNES. 

Whoever  pretends  to  improve  an  art  fhould  previoufly  compre- 
hend the  exa£l  ftate  of  its  perfe£lion  and  imperfedion.  An  ex- 
tenfiye  knowledge  of  all  the  rocks  and  quickfands,  on  which  our 
anceftors  have  fplit  or  were  fhipwrecked,  fliould  warn  us  from 
prefent,  impending,  and  future  danger. 

Many  of  the  recent  promulgators  of  novelties,  in  the  venereal 
and  other  difeafes,  pra£tife  the  reverfe  of  this  reafonable  condudf. 
Could  it  be  fuppofed,  that  many  of  the  dangerous  pr-oje6ts  they 
have  lately  adopted,  were  tried  a century  or  two  ago,  and  baniflied 
through  the  mifehiefs  they  produced?  Could  it  be  credited,  that 
the  fame  mifehievous  doctrines  are  revived  now,  and  pretended  to 
be  new,  entirely  new  modes  of  treatment?  This,  however,  is 
certainly  the  fa£i:.  For  men  who  underftand  not  the  learned 
languages,  and  of  courfe  cannot  avail  themfelves  of  proper  inform- 
ation on  fuch  important  fubje£ls,  fome  apology  might  be  in- 
vented; but  even  thefe  have  an  opportunity  to  apply  to  many  who 
poffefs  erudition,  and  there  is  a liberality  among  the  mofl  learned 
in  the  profeffion,  which  is  always  ready  to  communicate  freely, 

ufeful  feience  to  all  ^Yho  requeft  aiTiftance;  It  feems  fome  of  the 

unlettered 
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unlettered  never  fuppofed  any  confultation  with  learning  and  ex- 
perience necelTary;  for,  they  fpurn  from  them  the  advice  of  expe- 
rience and  the  warnings  of  threatening  dangers.  Many  become 
confident  and  afluming,  in  proportion  as  they  are- fuperficial,  or 
inexperienced.  When  they  have  adopted  errors,  however  delete- 
rious, they  are  too  proud  to  acknowledge  the  evils  their  ralhnefs 
has  brought  on  fociety.  Every  novas  homo,  of  enterprifing  fpirit, 
thinks  himfelf  capable,  not  only  of  curing  the  venereal  and  all 
other  difea'fes,  without  intenfe  obfervation  or  experience ; but 
boldly  cenfures  all  deep  learning,  and  would  facrilegioufly  pluck 
the  well-earned  wreaths  of  laurels  that  have  adorned  the  learned 
brows  of  all  our  generous  predeceflbrs,  and  moft  illuftrious 
profeffional  benefaftors.  By  the  mifreprefentation  of  the  learning 
of  preceding  ages,  many  late  profeflbrs  and  writers  of  ambiguous 
medical  and  chirurgical  fyftems  have  raifed  themfelves  no  fmall 
degree  of  temporary  fame  amongft  young  ftudents ; but  it  may  be 
depended  on,  that  moft  of  the  pradfical  precepts  of  real  utility 
are  artfully  borrowed  from  other  authors;  and  the  greater  part  of 
ufelefs  fpeculations,  and  tedious  defultory  difcourfes,  riddles,  and 
perplexing  queftions,  are  commonly  of  their  own  invention  and 
compofition.  The  truth  being  thus  difguifed,  it  would  appear  to 
the  unlearned,  that  all  our  predeceflbrs  were  idiots,  and  that  the 
prefent  race  of  bold  adventurers  and  manufadfurers  of  hypothefes 
and  books  had  the  exclufive  r^ght  to  fuperlative  wifdom.  Every 
thing  becomes  the  objedt  of  jarring  difputation  : the  moft  facred 
and  long-eftablifhed  fadfs  are  fufpedled  and  boldly  contradidled. 
The  moft  excellent  remedies  have  been  frequently  excluded  to 
give  place  to  idle  conjedlures.  Every  thing  in  fuch  hands,  and 
amongft  their  uninformed  followers,  bears  an  equivocal,  ambi- 
guous, and  queftionable  fliape.  The  mild  art,  facred  to  humani- 
ty, thus  becomes  the  art,  not  of  curing  difeafes,- but  of  furious 
altercation.  Men  become  fophiftical  orators  inftead  of  fldlful 
phyficians ; mighty  and  tremendous  in  words,  but  vacuous  and 
deficient  in  curing  difeafes.  The  credulous  world  is  thus  de- 
luded. 

True  fcience  in  medicine  can  only  be  obtained  by  long  applica- 
tion and  good  fenfe^  A profound  knowledge  of  pradlical  medicine 
can  only  be  acquired  by  accurate  obfervation.  It  is  abfolutely 

ncceftary 
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neceflary  to  attend  and  examine,  many  years,  in  large  hofpJtals,  as 
well  as  in  private  pradice,  the  aaual  rife,  progrefs,  and  termina- 
tion of  all  difeafes ; to  clearly  comprehend,  without  any  bias  or 
prejudice  in  favour  of  any  particular  fyftem,  the  mutual  relations, 
indications,  contraindications,  arifing  from  fome  peculiar  circum- 
fiances  or  conftitutions,  with  the  comparative  force  of  remedies, 
fo  as  to  apply  judicioufly  each  mode  of  cure  to  every  individual 

cafe,  climate,  and  exiftingcircumftances  that  offer. 

THE  PRACTICE  OF  MEDICINE  OUGHT  TO  DIFFER  IN 
DIFFERENT  COUNTRIES. 

One  pratSlice  in  the  venereal  and  other  difeafes  may  be  excellent 
at  Edinburgh,  another  in  Eondon,  a third  at  Paris,  a fourth  at 
Turin,  Florence,  Rome,  Venice,  or  Naples,  a fifth  at  Vienna, 
Berlin,  and  Peterfburgh,  and  a fixth,  quite  different,  in  the  Eaft, 
Vfeffc  Indies,  North  and  South  America.  A remedy  that  would 
nearly  defiroy  a lively  volatile  Frenchman,  would  fcarcely  excite 
any  yifible  fenfation,  or  a£lion,  in  the  torpid  athletic  Dutchman, 
Flanderkin,  German,  or  Ruffian*.  The  fame  holds  good  in 
pradice  amongft  the  different  conftitutions,  daily  to  be  met  with 
in  every  country.  Hence  the  great  deliberation  and  circumfpec- 
tion  neceffary,  in  prefcribing,  fo  as  to  order  remedies  adequate  to 
various  habits,  local  circumftances,  and  cafes.  No  medical 
fyftems  ever  devifed  by  man,  much  lefs  thofe  of  recent  manufac- 
ture, are  equal  to  thefe  grand  objeds;  they  all  fail  in  numerous 
inftances  ; the  good  fenfe,  difcernment,  and  experience  of  the 
praditioner  muft  fupply  the  reft,  or  pradical  medicine  would  be 
very  defedive  and  unfuccefsful.  Long  pradical  experience,  or 
obfervations  on  the  different  parts  of  the  habitable  world,  are  the 
moft  certain  means  of  eradicating  local  prejudices  in  the  minds 
of  all  but  the  felf-fufficient  and  infatuated.  Different  countries 
have  different  modes  of  curing  difeafes^  and  it  is  liberal  to  put  a 
favourable  conftrudion  on  all  methods  guided  by  fcience  and  long 
experience,  however  they  may  differ  from  thofe  to  which  we  have 

* Perhaps  this  is  one  of  the  reafons,  that  in  Holland,  even  by  Boerhaave, 
we  fee  from  twenty  to  thirty  grains  of  calomel,  with  a ftrong  aloetic,  for  one 
dofe,  to  his  fluggith  countrymen  : when  the  fame  dofe,  in  other  countries, 
would  nearly  prove  deftruc^tive.  It  is  found,  that  what  cures  in  one  coun- 
try does  not  fuccced  in  another,  as  corrof.  fublinjat.  &c. 
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been  accuflomed.  We  (hould  never  cenfure  before  we  have  feen. 
It  is  not  narrow,  but  extenfive  knowledge  that  enables  any  man, 
however  gifted  in  other  refpeas,  tofuccefsfully  pradife  medicine: 
but  the  moft  ftudious  and  cultivated  minds  will  always  be  fuperior 
to  the  felf-conceited,  dull,  languid,  or  flothful. 

MODERATE  TALENTS  EQUAL  TO  LIGHT  TRIFLING  CASES, 
BUT  NOT  TO  DIFFICULT. 

In  flight  cafes  of  the  venereal  or  other  difeafes,  any  fafe  prac- 
tice may  fucceed,  however  fuperficial,  or  inaftive.  Under 
fuch  circumflances,  men  of  very  moderate  talents  and  plaufible 
manners  may  pafs  vith  the  world  for  wonderful  phyficians,  and 
acquire  great  fame  from  very  little  flcill.  In  difeafes  of  deep  and 
difficult  inveftigatjon,  complex  and  dangerous  cafes,  Herculean, 
penetrating  talents,  and  profound  fcience,  to  difcover  obfcure 
caufes,  and  adfive  caufe-removing  remedies,  are  abfolutely  necef- 
fary  to  enfure  fuccefs. 

PARTIAL  KNOWLEDGE  NOT  EQUAL  TO  THE  GENERAL 
PURPOSES  OF  MEDICINE. 

Xo  deeply  comprehend  caufes  and  effefts,  and  to  condu6l  the 
fick  from  dangerous  and  alarming  fituations  to  perfe£f  health,  is 
frequently  difficult  to  the  moft  fagacious,  learned,  and  expe- 
rienced. The  fcience  adequate  to  fuch  important  purpOfes,  is  not 
to  be  acquired  in  botanical  gardens,  chemical  laboratories,  in  the 
difTedling-rooms  of  the  moft  able  anatomifts,  by  mere  book  read- 
ing, or  plaufible  leffures  ; nor  by  the  barbarous  experiments  of 
torturing  living  animals,  fo  fafhionable  amongft  fome  modem 
phyfiologifts,  who  have  drawn  irrational  conclufions  from  animals 
under  the  painful  tortures  of  death.  A man  may  have  ftudied  the 
I whole  animal  kingdom,  from  the  minuteft  Infedf  to  the  hugeft; 

, unwieldy  elephant ; he  may  have  diffedled,  or  examined  with  the 
nxjcrofcope,  the  whole,  and  yet  be  a very  indifferent  furgeon,  or 
phyfician,  though  he  may  pafs,  in  the  opinion  of  thofe  who  are  no 
I judges,  for  the  very  effence  of  medical  and  chirurgical  erudition*, 

* In  proportion  as  a furgeon  lofes  time  in  purfuits  irrelative  to  the  art, 

' fo  miift  he  be  defective  in  praftice.  There  is  no  time  to  worfliip  ftrange, 
1 gods. 


MEN 


( 96  ) 


MEN  OF  REAL  LEARNING  AND  EXPERIENCE  NOT  LED  ASTRAY 
BY  IDLE  CONJECTURES. 

Many  extravagant  novelties  and  bold  hypothetical  alTertions, 
Jtm  veris  probationibus,  refulting  from  partial  cruel  projeds,  or 
from  irrelative  inanimate  fiibftances,  from  doubtful  chemical  prin- 
ciples, &c.  may  furprife  and  delude  the  experimentors  and  their 
credulous  fuperficial  admirers  ; but  the  dodrines  have  little  or  no 
weight  with  the  cool,  logical  invefligators  of  truth.  It  is  perceived 
by  the  difcerning  and  experienced,  that  mod  of  the  fophiftical  forced 
conclufions  from  fuch  incoherent  premifes,  are  abfolutely  fallacious, 
or  at  mod  very  dubious,  and,  therefore,  pradically  ufelefs. 
Many  extravagant  conceits  of  this  and  a fimilar  nature,  have 
made  their  appearance  in  the  venereal  dijeaje ; but  honourable  and 
experienced  praditioners,  who  know  and  pradife  their  duty,  are 
not  to  be  led  adray  by  (hallow  artifices.  As  long,  however,  as 
mankind  and  the  unfufpicious  part  of  the  faculty  of  medicine  will 
continue  to  give  credit  to  the  plaufible  pretenfions,  folly,  and  abfur- 
dity  of  the  crafty  or  infatuated  ; fo  long  will  daring  adventurers 
fprout  up  like  mufhrooms,  and  appear  in  every  delufive  form  that 
fine  fie  or  wild  fancy  can  fugged.  It  is  the  vicious  faith  and  cre- 
dulity of  mankind  that  give  rife  to  impodure  and  impodors. 

IF  FALSE  OPINIONS  WERE  NOT  APPLIED  TO  THE  CURE  OF 
DISEASES,  LITTLE  MISCHIEFS  WOULD  ENSUE. 

If  the  various  and  whimfical  fpeculations  fo  much  in  faihion  in 
the  venereal  and  other  difeafes,  proceeded  no  farther  than  an 
inoffenfive  and  curious  inquiry,  little  mifehief  would  accrue;  but 
when  imaginary  conceits  are  laid  as  a foundation  for  overturning 
all  the  long  experience  and  wifdom  of  ages,  and  the  human 
fpecies  become  the  fatal  vidimS  to  fuch  inordinate  felf-importance 
and  vanity,  it  is  high  time  to  check  the  dedrudive  mania,  hy 
expofure,  and  to  teach  the  projedors'and  the  abettors  of  falfe  and 
'dangerous  dodrines,  the  moral  duties  they  owe  to  fociety  as 
medical  .praditioners.  The  juvenile  pupils  fhould  be  ferioufly 
apprized  of  the  alarming  dangers  furiounding  them,  in  the  feduc- 
tive  form  of  illuminated  fcience.  Every  occult  phenomenon  in 
nature  is  not  within  the  fpheie  of  human  comprehenfion,  or  of 
the  mod  accurate  experiments  and  the  mod  rational  indudions. 
Much  ever  has,  and  will  remain  unknown.  To  acquire  all  the 
4 ' truths 
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truths  polllble,  isJaudable;  to  attempt  more  is  vifionary,  feduc- 
tive,  ufelefs,  and  frequently  mifchievous,  if  applied  to  medical 
praflice.  Many  of  the  lateft  fchemes  fhould  awaken  fufpicion  ; 
fufpicion,  and  unfortunate  fa6ls,  (hould  prevent  future  delufiori. 

TRUE  SCIENCE  IN  MEDICINE  INCLUDES  THE  MOST  CULTI- 
VATED, SAFE,  AND  SURE  MODES  OF  CURING  DISEASES. 

What  is  the  ultimate  objeft  of  pra£lical  medicine,  but  the  mod 
fuccefsful  mode  of  curing  difeafes?  Does  fcience  promife  or 
fociety  ■ require  more  of  the  healing  art?  No,  certainly  not. 
Does  not  the  mod  refined  knowledge  in  medicine  confift  in  well 
comprehending  and  afcertaining  the  comparative  excellence  ".nd 
defe^ls  of  different  methods  of  treatment  ? Ought  not  the  mod 
fuccefsful  modes  to  be  adopted,  that  the  longed  experience  and 
greated  number  of  fa6ls  have  fully  edablifhed?  Can  the  (hort 
life  of  any  one  man,  however  gifted  by  nature,  however  induf- 
trious  in  the  purfuits  of  thefe  defirable  objedls,  by  his  own  fingle 
capacity  and  genius  fulfil  thefe  difficult  and  important  duties? 
Certainly  not.  The  indefatigable  labours,  the  refledlions,  the 
obfervations,  and  the  acuted  judgment  of  two  thoufand  five  hun- 
dred years,  in  general  difeafes,  and  above  three  centuries  im  the 
morbid  affedlion  now  treated  of,  are  fcarcely  fufficlent  for  thefe 
falutary  purpofes.  How  then  can  perfons  of  little  experience  and 
lefs  reading  be  equal  to  the  numerous  difficulties  with  which 
medicine  is  frequently  furrounded  ? May  not  even  the  mod 
excellent  rules  and  precepts,  the  art  has  yet  attained,  be  mifap- 
plied  through  want  of  penetration  and  clear  difeernment  in  the 
preferiber  ? Certainly  they  may;  but  in  fuch  /nllances,  not  the 
art,  but  the  artift,  deferves  cenfure  *.  ' 

' - ^ 

PRACTICAL  MEDICINE  ALWAYS  TO  BE  APPLIED  TO  EXISTING 
CIRCUMSTANCES,  AND  ACQJUIRED  ONLY  BY  LONG  OBSER- 
VATION without  PREJUDICE. 

The  praftice  of  medicine  can  never  be  regular  while  human 
I conditutions  differ.  The  art  mud  neceffarily,  in,  the  venereal 

* It  is  neither  a fign  of  wifdom  nor  prudence  for  a furgeon  to  declare  he 
never  reads  books  nor  (Indies  authors;  except  as  an  excufc  for  his  own 
; ignorance  of  what  has  already  been  attempted  with  or  without  fuccefs. 
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and  tnoft  other  diforders,  be  accommodated  to  an  endlefs  variety  of 
circumftances  ; to  well  comprehend  which,  requires  long  praftical 
experience,  and  the  utmoft  exertions  of  fenfible  human  intelkas. 
In  the  variety  of  difficult  and  frequently  complicated  cafes,  with 
which  medicine  has  to  contend,  vigilance  and  forefight,  to  avert 
and  prevent  future  dangers,  are  not  the  leaft  qualifications  of  a 
phyfician. 

The  difference  of  conftitutions  ; habits  of  life,  both  prior  and 
prefent;  climate,  ages,  fexes,  feafons  of  the  year ; mental  difpo- 
fitions,  whether  acute  and  violent,  placid  or  approaching  to  tor- 
pidity; floridity,  or  pallidnefs  ; corpulency,  or  flendernefs;  all  re- 
quire the  profoundconfideration  and  acute  penetrating  eyeof  phyfic. 
The  juft  application  of  all  thefe  circumftances  is  the  very  foul  of 
pradlical  medicine,  without  all  which,  it  is  jejune  and  empirical, 
and  niuft  be  frequently  unfuccefsful.  In  the  treatment  of  venereal 
cafes,  a complete  knowledge,  as  hath  been  obferved,  of  pradical 
medicine  is  as  neceffary,  in  many  inftances,  as  the  greateft  Ikill  in 
furgery  ; they  muft  both  often  be  united  ; for  the  fymptoms  are 
frequently  internal  and  external.  It  is  impoflible  to  comprehend 
thefe  various  objeds,  without  intenfe  and  unwearied  diligence, 
joined  with  numerous  opportunities  to  obferve  pradice,  w'ith  a 
clear  and  unprejudiced  judgment.  The  moft  brilliant  faculties  of 
man  cannot  obtain  excellence  in  the  healing  art  by  any  other 
means ; for  all  true  and  ufeful  knowledge  muft  be  acquired  by  the 
moft  indefatigable  induftry.  If  mankind,  deluded  by  falfe  appear- 
ances, will  be  fo  fuperficial  as  to  think  otherwife,  they  will  be  pu- 
nilhed,as  they  now  arc,  in  numerous  inftances  of  venereal  infedion, 
for  their  blind  credulity  in  impoffibilities,  and  their  readinefs  to  em- 
brace all  the  wild  incoherent  projeds,  which  only  furprife  to  deceive. 

All  the  advantages  of  reiterated  long  obfervation,  all  the  dif- 

cernment  and  Ikill  of  the  moft  learned  phyficians  and  furgeons 

united,  had  been  fuccefsfully  applied  fo  the  treatment  of  the 

venereal  difeafe.  The  modes  of  cure  had  arrived  almoft  at  the 

fummit  of  perfedion.  The  labours  of  the  learned  had  ffiowered 

down  a profufion  of  comfort,  and  difpelled  the  miferies  of  the 

truly  afflided.  The  benign  hand  of  falutary  aid  was  held  forth 

with  joy  and  exultation  on  the  certainty  of  conquering,  in  general, 

that  baneful  difturber  of  human  delight.  Men  are  never  fatisfied 

with 
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j With  what  they  pofTefs : they  often  lofe  the  fenfible  fubftance  in 
purfuit  of  a vifionary  fhadow.  In  the  venereal  difeafe,  thefe 
^ fai3s,  with  great  regret  it  is  pronounced,  have  been  fingularly 
^ exemplified  lately,  as  will  amply  appear  in  the  fequel. 

1 

j ASTRINGENT  INJECTIONS  AND  CAUSTICATED  BOUGIES,  SO 
i DESTRUCTIVE  IN  THEIR  PRESENT  CONSEQUENCES,  NO  NEW 

! INVENTION. 

I 

J Ajiringent  injeSiions  for  haftily  flopping  the  running  of  the  ure- 
ihritis  venerea,  and  bougies,  armed  with  cauftics,  to  remove  ure- 
j thral  contraflions,  are  no  new  inventions*.  They  have  been 
j repeatedly  introduced  by  enterprifing,  unfeeling  pra6titioners, 
and  as  repeatedly  oppofed  and  baniflied  by  the  judicious  and  hu- 
mane, from  the  dreadful  calamities  they  occafioned. 

Aftringent  injedlions,  producing  urethral  ftriftures,  and  caufti- 
cated  bougies,  to  burn  a palTage  through  the  obftruded  urethra, 
thus  created  by  afiringents,  are  now  revived  with  fuch  furious 
I zeal,  that  unlefs  their  former  and  prefent  mifchievous  confequences 
be  expofed  by  irrefutable  fails,  the  miferies  attending  the  prefent 
I and  rifing  generation  will  be  incalculable. 

I ' The  aftringent  injeilions  and  cauflic  bougies  are  blended  toge- 
j ther ; for,  if  the  former  were  never  applied,  the  caufes  that  have 
I given  rife  to  the  latter  cruel  expedient  would  never,  or  very  rarely 
j occur  I this,  an  experience  of  above  forty  years  hath  fully  con- 
i firmed,  exclufive  of  the  joi'nt  teflimony  of  the  mofl;  learned  and 
^ fkilful  phyficians  and  furgeons  in  Europe. 

1 

V ON  THE  APPLICATION  OF  ASTRINGENT  INJECTIONS  IN  THE 
; SEDUCING  FORM  OF  PROMPT  AND  SALUTARY  ASSISTANCE. 

It  mull  be  a great  pleafure  to  inquifitive  minds  to  be  informed 
' of  what  our  anceftors  have  faid,  concerning  the  ufe  of  ajiringent 
' <mjeShons ; for  they  have  been  feverely  cenfured  by  the  mofl 
1 learned,  ingenious,  and  experienced  ornaments  of  the  medical  pro- 
1 fefTion.  If  the  pradifers  of  that  hajiy  method  fupprejfmg  venereal 
running  had  been  well  informed  of  the  confequences ; they  certain- 

* It  will  appear  they  have  been  iifed  by  inconfiderate  and  ralh  pradi- 
tioners  for  above  two  hundred  years,  particularly  aftringent  injeilionsi  but 
= have  always  been  reprobated  by  the  moft  learned,  experienced,  a net  humane. 
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ly  would  have  beea  deterred  from  the  indlfcriminate  ufe  of  vitriolic 
and  faturnine  preparations.  A dread  of  the  confeqiiences  to 
fuffering  patients,  a regard  for  their  own  reputation  and  the 
honour  of  the  healing  art,  might  have  induced  the  injedors  to 
have  liftened  with  attention  to  the  voice  of  reafon  and  fuperior 
experience;  but  it  feems  they  have  never  perufed  or  regarded  the 
dreadful  miferies  thefe  fatal  errors  have  produced ; for,  if  they 
had,  they  would  have  aded  with  more  prudence  and  caution. 
The  objedfions  and  obfervations  of  the  mofl  fagacious  and  learned 
pradlitioners  fliall  now  be  produced ; they  may  induce  young 
pradfitioners,  untainted  with  injedlion  prejudices,  to  avoid  the 
deftruditive  pradUce  as  they  would  a peftilence,  and  they  may 
urge  mankind  to  fly  from  the  Jiritlure-cauJing  Jyringe,  as  they 
would  from  a deadly  poifon.  He  is  truly  w'ife  who  benefits  by 
the  mifdeeds  and  misfortunes  of  others. 

T.  Fernemus,  the  greateft  ornament  of  the  age  in  which  he  lived,  was- 
chief  phytician  to  Henry  II.  King  of  France,  and  one  of  the  firft  after 
yaques  de  Bethencourt^  1^27^  and  Bvaffevoliis^  ^S53»  who  mentions  the 
gonorrheea  as  a venereal  fymptom,  fays,  “ The  running  being  irrationally 
fupprefled ; for  the  mofl:  part,  internally,  are  formed  abfceJJ'es^  about  the, 
teJiicleSy  epididymis^  and  perin<<eu7n^  which  breaking,  or  being  opened, 
matter fioios. — A long-continued  ulcer  of  the  penis  fcarcely  ever  is  curable, 
and,  being  negledled,  flefliy  tubercles  and  excrefccnccs  flioot  forth,  or 
harden  into  cnllojhies^  and  form,  not  in  one  place  only,  a 7neatns^  but  two, 
and  frequently  three  openings.”  From  this  excellent  and  learned  writer 
it  appears,  that  the  virulent  gonorrhoea,  or  venereal  running,  no  fooner 
appeared,  or,  was  knovi'n  in  the  world,  than  fome  rafli  artifls  endeavoured 
to  fupprefs  it,  at  the  hazard,  as  now,  of  all  the  dreadful  confequences 
enumerated. 

2.  Julius  C^^isar  Benedictus  exprefles  his  horror  at  the  ufe  of 
aftringents,  as  the  matter  of  a running  fhould  be  confidered  exjtellmg  the 
difeafe;  which  ajlringents  prevent,  and  repel  the  matter  to  the  more  noble 
parts,  ylb  ufu  ad/lringentium  horreo  ami  objirullioncs  prohibeant  gonorrheeam^ 
nee  minus  adjlringerem^  ne  rctenta  materia  ad  jiartes  nobiliores  revellatui,  &C. 

3.  JoNSTONus  obferves,  that  fuppcejpng  a gonorrhoea  is  prodiuflive  of 
abfeefles  about  the  genital  parts ; and  advifes,  that  ajlringents  fliould  be 
avoided,  left,  by  retaining  the  matter  fliould  be  difeharged,  the  parts 
fliould  be  eroded,  &c. 

4.  Sydenham,  the  great  Sydenham,  one  of  the  brighteft  ornaments  0 

Ilys  country,  fays,  “ 1 am  alfo  well  aware  how  much  fome  praftitioners 
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■i>onfi  of  curing  this  difeafe  In  ^Jhorter  time,  by  remedies  which  bear  a great 
name;  but  I have  found,  by  repeated  obfervation,  that  the  which 

fliould  have  been  expelled,  being  detained  in  the  body  by  ajhhtgenis^ 
has  proved  highly  detrimeptal  to  the  patient,  by  frequently  returning  into 
the  blood,  and  at  length  cauiing  the  pox;  nor  is  the  decodfion  of  the 
woods  more  effeaual,  though  it  be  fafer;  for  under  a pretence  of  exhibit- 
ing fpecifics,  the  whole  body,  but  efpecially  the  parts  affeaed,  already 
overheated,  are  ftill  more  inflamed;  and  fometimes,  as  I have  already 
obferved,  I have  known  the  gonorrhoea  return,  which  vanilhed  a 

little  time'before.”  • 

5.  Wiseman,  furgeon  to  King  Charles,  and  one  of  the  greateft  pradti- 

tioners  and  writers  of  his  age,  mentions  fwelled  teflicle  and  abfcefs  m 
perinaeo  to  arife  from  afiringent  ittje^ions,  and  many  difficulties  of  making 
urine  in  old  age,  from  repeated  gonorrhoea. 

6.  River lus,  the  Sydenham  of  France,  fays,  “ De  Ifchuria  et  Stran- 
guria,” amongft  the  caufes,  “ Si  caruncula  iirinae  commeatum  imjicdiat,. 
praecefli  gonorrhoea  virulenta,  aut  ulcus  in  meatu  virgae,  longo  temiiore 

materiam  purulentam  emittens.  v 

“ Sic  in  gonorrhoea,  quamditi  adefl  paraftatum  inflammatio,  aider 
urinae,  continuo  percipitur.” — He  advifes  candelul®  in  the  cure. 

7.  Nenter— “ When  the  venereal  flux  or  running  is  irrationally  fup- 
prefled  by  medicaments,  buboes,  fwelled  teflicles,  and  many  of  the  very 
worft  fymptoms,  are  the  confequence. 

“ AJlringents,  thrown  up  the  urethra  by  a fyringe,  are  tlie  caufes  of 
caruncles,  in  the  paflage.  Sometimes  they  give  rife  to  confirmed  poxes. 
Eadem  adjiringentia  per  fyringam  in  uretliram  injeAa  fcepljjime  ca>  uuculai  um 
nuthoresfunt.  More  and  certain  mifehief  is  to  be  expefted  from  ajh  ingents 
exhibited,  for  which  reafoij  they  fliould  be  ferioufly  avoided,  while  acri- 
mony of  urine  and  other  fymptoms  afflidf  the  patient.” 

S.  Pitcairn  was  fo  well  convinced  of  the  danger  of  fuppreffing  a nin- 
ning,  even  after  the  difeafe  had  been  conquered,  that  he  coudenius  even 
the  ufe  oi  ajlringent  pills,;  Cavete  autem  femper,  fays  that  experienced  and 
learned  author,  ab  ijlis  pilulls  adjlringcntibus.  Hee  fccpifftme  cnim  goner rhee am 
mutarunt  in  luem  vencream  : for  they  often  change  a gonorrhoea  iiuo  a 
confirmed  pox. 

9.  Freind,  the  learned  author  of  the  Hiftory  of  Phyfic,  and  one  of  the 
jnoft  fenfible  men  of  his  time,  mentioning  the  prelbmptuous  ignorance  of 
fome  anatomifts,  fays,  “ For  the  more  modern  anatomifts  feem  to  be  of  a 
much  lower  charaiter;  and  though  they  have  been  exadl:  enough  in  the 
difleding  part,  yet,  without  any  regard  to  nature  or  right  philofophy,  are 
for  advancing  every  tiifiing  ^ifeovery  into  an  hypothejis.  The  greateft  part 
«f  tjhis  fort  o(  writers  have  been  like  fome  workers  in  mechanics,  who 
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underfland  the  figure  and  pofition  of  every  wheel  and  fpring  of  thtf 
machine,  but  are  ignorant  of  the  true  reafon  of  its  movements.”~i^mWV 
Hijiory  of  Phyjic,  vol.  ii,  pages  386  and  397. 

10.  Sh  AW,  phyfician  at  the  Britifli  court,  fays,  » The  flux  being  flopped 
fuddenly,  whilfl  the  matter  is  corrofive,  whether  by  a fever,  callofity  of 
the  parts,  or  the  ufe  of  aflriugents,  will  occafion  the  lues  venerea. 

“ An  inflammation  and  tumefaftion  of  the  tefles  may  arife  in  a go- 
norrhoea, either  from  the  natural  weaknefs  of  the  veflels,  violent  motion, 
the  unfeafonable  ufe  of  aflringents,  a negleft  of  purgation,  or  by  any  other 
means,  whereby  the  corrofive  matter  is  detained,  or  falls,  with  the  blood, 
into  them.  Shaw's  Pra^lice  in  Venereal  Diforders,  vol,  i. 

' II.  Hoffm  AN,  that  very  learned  profeflbr  and  experienced  phyfician, 
iays,  “ If  a proper  mode  of  curing  the  gonorrhoea  be  rightly  inftituted, 
the  diforder  is  eafily  cured ; but  if  badly  managed,  as  very  often  happens 
-from  the  perverfe  method  of  quack  furgeons,  applying  their  afringents^ 
then  with  great  labour  and  difficulty  it  is  removed,  &c. 

If  the  gonorrhoea  fliould  be  treated  with  afringents  before  proper 
evacuations  and  depurators  of  the  blood  be  prefcribed,  \ht  vitiated  mattet 
will  be  retained,^  from  whence  fomes  of  new  evils  perpetually  remain  in 
the  conflitutions.” 


The  fame  excellent  and  experienced  author  affirms,  that  lefions  of 
the  bladder,  and  even  of  the  kidneys,  occafioning  a copious  purulent 
lediment  in  the  urine,  happen,  unlefs  the  micfma  venereum  be  timelv 
averted,  &c. 

He  likewife  gives  a fliocking  cafe  of  the  gonorrhoea  being  treated  with 
faturnine  preparations,  as  tin^ura  antiphthifca  grammani,^  &c.  in  order  to 
flop  the  profuvium,  or  running,  &c. 

12.  Dr.  Robinson,  who  wrote  exprefsiy  on  the  venereal  difeafe,  fays, 
And  this  caution  I the  more  readily  give,  becaufe  I know  fome  ignorant 
fellozvs  are  fl>  bold  as  even  to  adminifler  th€\t  fpecific  injefUons  under 
ihefe  virulent  circumflances,  and  folely  rely  upon  their  operation  for  a 
perfeff  cure;  but  I think  thefe  remedies  can  fcarce  be  ufed  with  fafety 
in  the  firft  flage  of  this  difeafe,  nor  is  it  polfible  they  can  have  any  good 
«ffe<fls  in  the  fecond,  unlefs  due  cleanfing  and  purging  has  preceded  : but 
■in  the  third  they  mufl  frequently  be  attended  with  terrible  confequences, 
efpecially  if  they  are  ufed  before  the  venereal  poifon  is  corredled,  and 
•carried  off  by  proper  purges  and  alteratives;  for  the  pocky  virus,  in  this 
flage,  is  fo  malignant,  that  the  leaft  unfeafonable  flep  afliiredly  lays  the 
foundation  of  a real  pox.  / 

“ And  to  make  the  point  a little  more  clear,  we  frequently  obferve, 
that  whenever  the  running  is  unfeafonably  reflrained,  or  the  virulent 
taatter  blocked  up,  before  the  infetSUon  is  totally  carried  off  by  medicines, 

that 
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that  cleanfe  the  parts,  and  evacnate  the  poifon  \ a real  pox  will  certainly 
be  produce  ^ with  all  its  calamitous  attendants  and  miferable  effects.” — 
Dr,  Rnbinfon  oh  the  K ".nereal  D'tfeafe^  cap.  iv. 

“ But  when  the  flux  of  matter,  that  ought  to  flow  by  the  urinary  paf- 
fage,  IS  reftrained  or  blocked  up,  either  from  the  virulency  of  the  infec- 
tion, the  unfeafonable  ufe  of  ajiringents,  or  the  improper  application  of 
Jlyptic  injeilions  ; then  the  third  and  laft  ftage  of  this  difeafe  is  introduced, 
which  is  indeed  but  one  remove  from  the  pox  itfelf.  Nay,  fometimes  if  the 
running  by  the  urethra  does  not  return  again,  it  Aides  into  the  moft 
malignant  degree  of  that  diftrafting  malady,  often  gciieratiug  hollow 
jinuous  ulcers,  that  eat  into  the  fcroium,  Jieiinaum,  and  intejlittum 
return ; which,  in  procefs  of  time,  turn  fjlulous,  and  diicharge  ' a 
very  virulent  fanies,  or  corrupted  pus  j and  which  fends  out  a moft  abo- 
minable ftencH.”, 

13.  FIeister,  the  very  experienced  army  phyfician,  author  of  the  moft 
excellent  Compendium  of  Anatomy,  and  the  greateft  Syftem  of  Surgery 
ever  produced,  in  his  medical,  chirurgical,  and  anatomical  obfervations, 
mentions  fwelled  tefticles  to  arife  in  confequence  of  furgeons  having 
flopped  runnings  in  the  virulent  gonorrhoea. 

14.  Astruc  obferves,  “ That  fwelled  tefticles  and  buboes  are  caufed  by 
fupprefled  gonorrhoea;  and  inflammation,  abfcefs,  and  fiftulaof  the  peri- 
neum arife,  Ji  I' on  arrete  I’  ccoulemetit  virulent,  par  u/age  imprudent  d'hijec- 
tions  ajlringerites.”  He  proceeds,  and-  fays  in  another  place,  “ The  im- 
prudent ufe  of  ajlringent  inje^ions  to  the  uretlu'a  of  the  men,  and  the 
vagina  of  women,  with  la  pierre  medicamenteufe  de  Crollius,  colcothar, 
the  powder  of  Verney,  and  with  other  fimilar  Jlyptic  powders,  vitriolic  or 
aluminous,  &c.  which  too  frequently  occafion  thofe  accidents  that  follow 
a gonorrhoea,  as  ftrangury,  &c.  by  contrading  and  cloflng  the  urethra, 
or  caufe  the  lues  venerea,  as  often  as  the  leaft  particles  of  virus  remain.” 

He  adds,  “ that  the  imprudent  ufe  of  ajlringent  injedions,  when  they 
flop  the  infeftious  difcharge,  may  be  reckoned  among  the  caufes  of 
abfcefs  in  the  perineeum,  which  follows  a gonorrhoea 

15.  M.  Col  de  Villars,  that  famous  and  excellent  praditioner  in 
venereal  cafes,  enters  into  a greater  detail  of  the  evil  effedlsof  ajlringenls 
than  even  the  celebrated  Aftruc. 

“ This  method  of  curing  the  virulent  gonorrhoea  is  not  lefs  dangerous 
ih^nfpeedy  and  eafy ; experience  has  but  too  often  proved  that  all  w/r/o- 
lie,  afringent  injedions,  or  fuch  as  are  compofed  of  fixed  acid  f alts, 
recommended  by  Mufitan,  the  medicated  ftone,  colcothar,  ftvptic  or 

* Aflruc  was  one  of  the  moft  learned  pliyficiiins,  and  the  beft  writer  of 
his  time  on  the  venereal  difeafe. 
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altimuioLis  powders,  capable  of  fpeedily  checliing  the  difcharge,  certainly 
do  not  fail  to  occafion  the  moft  dreadful  confequences,  and  even  the 
confirmed  pox  (la  verole  iiniverfelle),  when  they  are  ufed  in  the  com- 
mencement of  the  difeafe,  or  before  the  virus  has  been,  deftroycd  by 
proper  remedies ; in  faft,  the  matter  which  flows  freely,  or  begins  to  flow 
from  the  parts  which  are  the  feat  of  the  gonorrhoea,  after  being  fuddenly 
fupprefled,  accumulates,  occafions  heat  and  inflammation  in  the  affbaed 
parts,  contaminating-  and  infeding  every  thing  it  touches.  The  virus,  ♦ 
thus  increafing  in  quantity  and  quality,  alfeds  every  part  of  the  organs  of 
generation,  is  repelled  to  the  tefHcles  by  the  vas  deferens.^  exciting  con- 
fiderable  inflammation,,  or  increafing  the  difpofition  to  form  it;  the 
urethra  and  neck  of  the  bladder  chiefly  fuft'er,  from  the  blood-vefiels  of 
this  canal  being  contraded  and  clofed  by  the  irritation  and  corrugation  of 
fibres  impeding  the  free  circulation  of  the  blood,  in  confequence  of  the 
faline  and  ftyptic  particles  of  the  injeflion ; hence  arife  fwelling  of  the 
eorpnrra  cavernofa  and  corpus  fpongiojum  of  the  urethra,  ulcers  of  the  canaf, 
partial  or  total  retaition  of  urine,  and  every  fymptom  that  can  happen  in 
a violent  gonorrhcea.  If  the  virus  be  very  adive  and  penetrating,  and 
be  not  evacuated  by  the  urethra,  it  pafles  through  the  fanguiferous  and 
lympltatic  veflels,  tirixes  with  the  nvhole  mafs  of  blood,  and  occafions  an 
univerfal  lues,  which  foon  becomes  evident  by  pains  in  the  head, 
nodurnal  pain  in  the  bones,  exoftofes,  eruptions,  puftules,  and  buboes, 
or  venereal  ulcers ; unlefs  the  infedion  attach  itfelf  to  fome  particular 
organ  during  a certain  time,  and,  afterwards,  give  rife  to  fome  difeafl*. 
But  if  the  virus  be  lefs  fubtil  and  penetrating,  occafioning  no  affedion  of 
the  glands  of  the  urethra,  tior  have  time  to  become  fo  adive;  it  fixes  in 
the  glands,  indurates  them,  and  fometimes  remains  a number  of  years 
without  caufing  any  dangerous  fymptoms,  until  it  be  roufed  by  the  pre- 
fence of  fome  internal  or  external  difeafe;  it  is  then  put  intoadion,  and 
occafions  particular  fymptoms,  which  are  never  attributed  to  their  real 
caufe.’* 

i6.  The  celebrated  Dar  an  obferves  on  M.  Col  de  Villars — “ M.  Col 
de  Villars,  aflerting  that  aftringents  never  fail  to  occafion  dreadful  accidents 
when  emplovcd  in  the  beginning  of  a gonorrhcea,  or  before  the  virus  has 
been  deftroved,  feems  to  infinuate  that  nothing  dangerous  is  to  be  appre- 
hended from  their  ufe,  towards  the  end  of  the  difeafe,  and  after  the  dejlruc- 
f ion  of  foe  virus.  T confefs  that  aftringents  could  be  en-ployed,  without 
temerity,  provided  the  difcharge  was  occafioned  by  relaxation  of  the 
excretory  veflels  only;  fsot  e.\perie?ice  haa  taught  niOj  that  the  dangerous 
accident,  which  we  are  now  fj)eaking  about  (ftridiire),  is  the  effedf  of  arj 
ulcer  in  the  urethra,  that  lias  not  been  cicatrized.  It  is  impoflible,  there- 
4.  fore, 
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fore,  for  any  one  to  have  greater  reafon  than  I have  myfelf  to  prohibit,  in 
general,  the  ufe  of  ajlringents  in  the  cure  of  a virukrit  gonorrhcea” 

ly.  Van  Sr/iETEN — This  learned  and  late  celebrated  phyhc;an  to  the 
court  of  Vienna,  fays,  fpeaking  of  injeftions,  “ Since  fuch  injeflions 
cleanfe  the  urethra  through  its  whole  length,  and  could  be  of  various 
conipofition,  according  to  the  degree  of  affection,  they  (the  injeffors) 
expecfled  to  be  able  to  cure  the  gonorrhoea,  like  a'  tojikal  or  local  difeafe, 
by  injeftions  alone.  This  was  the  opinion  of  an  eminent  phyfician,  who 
recommended  lime-'ivatcr,  folutions  of  faccharum  fatjmii,  vitriolum  alburriy 
Jeco^um  of  guaiaaun^  &c.  as  injections,  promifing,  by  thefe  means,  a 
cfertain  cure.  I confefs  iny  fentiments  to  be  very  dilFerent  from  theirs, 
and  believe  thofe  methods  dangerous;  fince  fuch  remedies  certainly  do 
mifehief,  by  inducing  contraflion,  and,  by  flopping  the  difeharge,  occafion  a 
tkcdtful  ho/te^  but  by  no  means  a pafccl  cure  : nor  does  fuch  a fcnjible  part 
as  the  urethra  bear  thefe  acrid  or  irritating  things,  and  intolerable  pain  is 
fometimes  produced ; the  whole  urethra  corrugated,  and,  by  a continu- 
ance of  their  ufe,  becomes  totally  clofed;  whence  arife  many  dreadful  evils, 
befides  thofe  wliich  may  be  expedled  from  retention  of  the  venereal  virus." 

18.  Ludwig — “ In  repulfions  of  the  gonorrhoea  (urethritis  venerea), 
particularly  by  frong  afringents  and  opiates,  without  any  excretion  or  eva- 
cuation of  the  morbid  matter,  ifdrynefs  of  the  fauces,  vvith  fungous  excref- 
cences,  fwelling  of  the  telHcles,  or  other  morbid  fypiptoms  occur,  the  dif- 
eharge is  to  be  reproduced  by  every  poffible  method.” 

19.  Rowley— Above  thirty  years  ago  I wrote  a fliort  Treatife  on  the 
recent  Venereal  infedion  of  the  Urethra,  condemning,  in  very  fevere 
terms,  the  rough  mercurial,  aloetic,  purging,  vomiting,  and  the  ajhingent 
injcdioh  pradlice,  illuftrated  with  a few  cafes  and  obfcrvalions.  This  was 
one  of  the  firft  elfays  reprehending  thofe  violent  praftices  that  are  to  be 
found  in  Boerhaave  and  moft  preceding  authors;  for  before,  and  at  that 
very  time,  they  were  too  commonly  the  methods  of  cure  in  vogue  amongft 
the  old  army  and  navy  and  other  furgeons 

20. 

• I went  into  his  Majcfly’s  fcrvice  tlic  8th  of  May  1761,  and  was  firft  fent 
to  Belleifle,  where,  likewifc,  was  the  late  Mr.  John  Hunter.  I was  then 
. but  between  feventeen  and  eighteen  years  old;  and  a circumftance  gave 
me  an  opportunity  of  feeing  many  unfortunate  viftims  of  rough  antivene- 

real  praftices,  as  well  as  the  niifchicfs  arifing  from  &c. 

A great  number  of  men  and  officers  had  come  from  the  Raft  Indies  with 
the  late  Sir  George  Pococke,  fluttered  in  their  conftitutions,  not  only  by 
venereal  complaints,  but  by  the  draftic  treatment  they  underwent  in  that 
hot  climate,  with  the  intention  of  curing  their  maladies.  From  fiipprellcd 
runnings  many  were  confirmedly  pgxed  f old  fetid  and  callous  ukers  of 
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20,  Vogel— “ It  is  neceflary  to  abftain  from  the  tifc  oi  afiringent,  and 
particularly wjcaions^  which,  by  checking  the  falutary  Jifchargr, 
produce  fymptoms  that  are  much  more  dangerous,  z^fdrrhous  tumours  of 
the  te/HcleSy  buhocsy  venereal  gouty  rheumatic  painSy  tumoursy  ulcersy  and 
even  the  lues  vetierca.'" 

31.  Lieuteaud,  fpeaking  of  the  fwclled  tefticles,  fays,  “ That  flop- 
ping the  virulent  difchargeby  ajlringents  is  among  the  caufes.” 

32.  Brooks,  in  his  Practice  of  Phyfic — “When  a goriorrhcca  has  con- 
tinued a long  while,  or  long  enough  for  the  poifonous  matter  to  make  its 

the  legs  were  numerous;  obfli  aftions  of  urine  from  former  and 

old  difeafes  about  the  perinmum,  and  external  and  internal  fidulas  about  the 
anus,  prefented  themfelves.  They  were  fent  on  fliore  from  the  Arrogant,  and, 
1 believe,  Idme  from  the  Royal  JFilHam,  and  were  under  my  immediate  care, 
at  a temporary  hofpital,  ereefled  with  mafts  and  fails  in  the  place  they  called 
Bloody  Bay,  where  we  loft  fome  men  on  the  firft  landing.  Young  as  I 
was,  I became  extremely  anxious  and  interefted  in  the  relief  of  thefe 
Unfortunate  men,  as  well  as  petty  officers.  I fiicceeded  and  cured  fomc, 
and  in  others  1 failed.  It  was  there  1 had  the  firft  opportunities  of  exerting 
inyfelf  in  the  cure  of  old  ulcers  of  the  legs,  and  formed  the  outline  of  that 
plan,  which  I publilhed  about  the  year  1767,  but  lately  republifhed  and 
improved,  and  by  which  many  thpufunds  have  been  radically  cured. 

.The  miferable  cafes  I then  faw,  vi6fims  io  ajlringent  injedions  ttni  o\hzT 
tnal-praPlices,  filled  my  mind  witii  horror,  and  made  fuch  a ftrong  impreffion, 
that  I was  determined  never  to  ufe  thofe  methods  and  remedies,  tliat  I faw, 
not  only  then  but  afterwards,  while  in  the  fervice,-in  the  Weft  India  iflands 
and  at  the  Havannali,  &c.  In  thefe  burning  climates  I had  opportunities 
to  fee  the'  face  of  difeafes  quite  difierent  to  the  European,  and  I endeavoured 
to  meet  them  in  a manner  oppofite  to  many  then  in  vogue;  for  almoft  all, 
1-he  infe(fled  died.  There  I formed  ray  refolution  never  to  bleed  or  give  any 
faline.  remedies  in  putrid-tending  difeafes.  The  whole  plan  of  cure 
for  putrid  fore  throats  and  futrid  fe'vers  is  fully  explained  in  the  Rational 
Praaice  of  Phyfic  ; and  for  the  fuccefs;  the  St.  Mary-le-bone  Infirmary  can. 
beft  declare  it.  If  in  the  fe‘ver  of  the  Weft  Indies,  projeaors  had 

not  ftarted  up,  who  woujd  not  liften  to  the  voice  of  experience,  neither  the 
putrid  fevers  oi  FhUa<lelfhia  nor  Ne’W  7'ork,  &c.  would  have  b^en  fo  fatal. 
It  isa  faa,  that  the  avoiding  all  faline  remedies,  and  judicioufly  giving  the, 
acid  of  vitriol,  with  wine,  &c.  fometimes  with  or  without  bark,  after  re- 
moving whatever  may  offend  the  ftomach  and  inteftincs,  arc  the  only  means, 
with  pure- air,  &c.  of  checking  and  counteraaing  putrid',  maligfiant,  mid 
infeaibus  difeafes;  which  has  been  fully  proved  in  thoufadds  of  inftances, 
for  a period  of  above  thirty-five  years,  under  my  own  infpcaion,  and  that 
of  others,  untainted  with  hazardous  prejudices.  In.  .all  the  hofpitals  on  the 
continent,  there  arc  more  ftaughtered  by  the  lancet  andyij/M.?  Codlifig  icme- 
idies,  in  infeaious  and  low  feVers,  than  by  the  difeafes. 
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way  into. the  blood;  or  if,  by  ajb ingents  given  11  nfeafonably,  it  cannot 
make  its  exjt,  then  the  patient  is  infected  with  die  pox." 

33.  JuBERTHou,  a very  (kilfnl  writer  on  venereal  complaints,  aderts, 

I cannot  too  often  repeat  that  ajlringent  inje^ions,  againft  which  all  learned 

praflitioners  exclaim,  very  often  expofe  patients  to  fioppages  of  urine,  that 
prove  fatal,  or  at  lead  reduce  them  to  the  ueceffity  of  evacuating  their 
urine  drop  by  drop,  occafioning  incurable  fiftulas,  and,  in  fadf,  deftroying 
millions  of  the  human  fpecies,  by  preventing  the  ejefUon  oi  femen  in  the 
adl  of  eoition." 

Daran — (Effet  nuifiile  des  AJlringcns) — “ TMy  obfervatinns  prove  tliat 
ajlringent  remedies  are  very  deceitful.  Many  of  my  patients  have  employed 
them  in  vain,  others  have  had  the  misfortune  to  fee  them  fucceed  in 
appearance,  and  have  happily  furmounted  their  violence,  and  tlie  dif* 
charge  has  recommenced.  Thefe  afringent  injellions  often  produce  fo 
great  a eontrafhon  of  the  urinary  canal,  that  the  evacuation  of  urine  is 
intercepted,  which  has  induced  me  to  place  this  ftrifture  amongft  the 
number  of  venereal  caufes  of  a difficulty  of  voiding  urine.” 

M.  Daran  has  given  many  inftances  in  his  cafes  of  ftri^lure  and  other 
difeafes,  from  ajlrhigents.  It  was  impoflible  for  any  practitioner  to  have 
had  more  experience  or  fuccefs  in  the  cure  of  maladies  of  the  uredira.  I 
knew  him  intimately  at  Paris,  and  was  frequently  witnefs  to  his  fuccefs; 
he  introduced  me  to  M.  Sabatier,  M.  Louis,  and  to  the  Royal  Academy  of 
Surgery,  near  thirty  years  ago;  and  in  my  converfations  with  this  able 
practitioner,  he  always  mentioned  improper  treatment,  and  particularly 
ajlringent  injedions,  as  the  caufe  of  fo  many  bougie  cafes;  but  he  never 
ufed  caufic  bougies,  though  he  cured  many  thoufands  *. 

M.  Daran,  before  he  introduces  Aftruc  and  Col  de  Villars  in  fupport  of 
his  doctrine  againft  aflringents,  fays,  “ It  is  eafy  to  conceive  that  all 
emollients  are  proper  to  remedy  the  contraction,  and  they  are  more  effi- 
cacious in  proportion  as  they  are  more  powerful.  But  can  there  be  a 
! greater  motive  for  entirely  banijhin^  afriugents  than*  their  want  of  utilitv  in 

i not  operating,  or  from  their  having  only  a temporary  effect,  or  a dangerous 

j one  when  it  lajis,  which  we  are  obliged  todeftroy  to  prevent  mifehief? 

j “ That  thefe  are  their  common  effects  no  one  can  doubt,  and  I appeal 
j to  all  experienced  practitioners,  -ivorthy  f credit,  for  the  truth  of  what  I 
advance,”  See. 

34.  Dibon,  furgeon  to  theSwifsguardsat  Paris — “ConfuItingM.  Dioiiis 
and  Winflow  on  a cafe  of  impeded  urine,  thofe  very  excellent  furgeons 

* The  compofition  of  M.  Daran’s  bougies  will  be  given  in  the  latter  part 
i cf  this  work. 
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declared,  that  the  caufe  of  retention  was  a gonorrhoea  "ill-treated,  becaufV 
we  know  that  ftrangury  often  fucceedsa  gemorrheea,  caiifed  hy  n/lringents 
given  mal  a Jiro/ios,  and  in  too  great  quantity,”  &c.— “ Dtlihcrc  a 
Pn)is^  par  mus^  Doflcurs  Kegens  dc  la  pacultc  de  medccinc  en  V univerpte  de 
PanSy  le  21  yiai  1748.  (^igni)  WiNsCow  ct  DioNiS.” 

25.  Home — “Tumor  Tefliurn  venereus,  or  venereal  fwelled  Tellicle. 
The  caufe  is  an  inflammation  of  the  urethra,  comniunicated  through  the 
vafa  deferentia  to  the  tellicles,  from  too  much  exercife,  over  heat,  ajiringent 
injedlmuy  and  too  ftrong  cathartics,”  &c. 

26.  Stouck,  the  celebrated  Vienna  court  phyfician,  friend  and  ckve  of 
Baron  Van  Swieten,  in  his  A-.utus  yiedicus  gives  a cafe  of  gonorrheoa,  fup- 
prefled  by  aftringents,  occafioning  an  ulcer  of  the  navel,  and  there  pro- 
ducing matter  fimilar  to  that  which  before  came  from  the  urethra.  In  his 
Precepia  Medica  he  fa)  s,  “ Afiringent  a\\<l  ftypiic  hijcAious  m ahvays  to  be 
avoided,  where  the  matter  flowing  forth  is  acrid,  tenacious,  badly  coloured,, 
or  fetid,  for  the  adfual  venereal  virus  is  as  yet -malignant.  Injeffions,  with 
a great  quantity  of  faccharum  faturniy  ought  never  to  be  ufed;  for  the 
inoft  part  they  quickly  mitigate  the  fymptoms;  but  the  confequences  are 
horrid,  of  long  continuance,  and  frequently  refift  the-  moil  judicious 
remedies.” 

27*  Stoll  mentions  obfirudlion  of  urine  to  arifefrom  afirhig^cnt  bijcdUonj. 
and  turpentine  remedies,  ike.  “ On  opening  the  body  of  a man  who  died  of 
fuppreJfion  of  urine,  from  an  ill-treated  gonorrheea,  i.  Small  gangrenous 
ulcers  of  the  urethra  were  found.  2.  The  proftate  and  adjacent  glands 
were  much  fwelled  and  inflamed,  almoft  in  a flate  of  mortification.  5.  The 
bladder  had  burft  from  retention  of  urine. 

“ Another  inflancc  where  a man  died  of  fupprefFed  urine,  from  neg- 
lected or  ill-treated  gonorrheea : fliowed  two  abfeeffes  ruptured  and 
placed  on  the  proftate,  the  one  I'welling  as  large  as  a nutmeg,  the  other 
three  times  larger.” 

28.  ProfefTor  Marherr,  after  fliowing  that  the  nervous  membrane  of 
the  bladder  is  continued  all  through  the  urethra,  fays,  Aeviter  frujilis  rfiy 
as  often  as  the  mucus  is  abraded  or  the  epidermis  covering  it.  The  inter- 
nal fuperficies  of  the  urethra  is  fnioo,th,  and  univerfally  lubricated  with 
mucus,  that  it  fliould  be  defended  from  the  acrimony  of  the  urine.  Then 
he  demonftrates  the  mucous  finufes,  and  their  openings  in  the  urethra. 
They  begin  at  the  bulb,  and  continue  to  the  gland.  In  lios  fitius  mucus 
deponitur  ct  fece<’iiitur,  five  id  per  artcrias  folummodo  fiat,  five  j)cr 
crvptas  minimas  et  folliculos  fimplices,  qui  quidem  hie  vix  demonftrari 
polTunl,  neque  ah  oipnibqs  anatomicis  admittuntur. 

In  thefc  finufes  is  the  firft  feat  of  the  ixntrcal  pci/any  or  juiafma  in  the 
gonorrha'a:  when  it  extends  higher  it  can  affect  the  proftate  and  vtpcular 
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Jeminalcs^  &rc.  Not  fufficiently  caHitioufly  do  they  acl,  who  throWj  injec- 
tions up  the  urethra  in  a gonorrhoea,  and  who  perltiade  themfelves  that 
they  can  wafli  away  \\~\e  forties  or  venereal  poifon ; whilft  the  liquor, 
injedied  in  a contrary  diredtion  to  nature,  drives  the  matter,  which  fliould 
be  difcharged,  into  the  intnof  recejfcs  of  the  lactinee,  and  confines  it  therc» 
pai  dcularly  if  the  iiijeftion  be  aftringcnt^  \\\f\z\sfurgcons  frcciucntly  vfe. 

29.  PceNCK,that  learned  and  excellent  writer,  fays,  Aftringent  injec- 
tions thrown  into  the  urethra  do  much  mifchief,  and  give  rife  to  buboes 
and  fvvelled  tefticles.” 

30.  Du  Muza — “ The  ufe  of  the  antivenereal  remedies  (liould  be  per-- 

fifted  in,  until  the  running  almoft  ceafes  of  its  own  accord;  donee  flnxus  ' 
fponte  fre  ccjfat : for  the  gonorrhoea  being  flopped  improperly,  gives  origin 
to  the  confirmed  pox."  He  gives  an  inflance  of  a fiipprelled  gonorrhoea 
occafioning  a difeafed  bone  of  the  forehead,  and  confirmed  lues.  1 

31.  Calx-[sen,  amongft  thecaufes  of  dyfuria.,  or  voiding  urine  drop  by 
drop,  or  with  difficulty,  mentions  venereal  virus,  incautious  injeAions,  &c. 

32.  La  Medccine  Militaire — The  late  amiable  and  humane  monarch  of 
France,  who  fell  a vidlim  to  the  barbarity  and  infanity  of  the  times,  Irad 
a code  of  medical  military  pradlice  written  for  the  ufe  of  the  army" 
furgeems,  &c.  ever  careful  of  that  people  who  fo  ungratefully  treated  him, 
compiled  by  hi.  Colombicr,  who  fays. 

For  it  is  evideift  that,  without  this  latter  precaution,  the  ufe  of 
aflringents,  either  internally  or  externally,  occafions  very^  dangerous 
fymptoms,  or  at  lead  multiplies  the  lues  venerea. 

“ There  was  a famous  fnrgeonat  Paris  furmerly,  who  wifhing  to  cure 
the  gonorrhoea  fpcedily.,  and  with  little:  trouble,  adminiftered  nitre  in 
water  during  the  firft  fortnight,  then  gave  a purge  or  two,  and  employed 
ajlringents  in  every  form  pojfible  : fometimes  he  fucceeded  in  fiopping  the 
difeharge  without  inducing  any  unpleafant  confequences ; but  he  generally 
gave  his  patients  the  confirmed  pox.,  and  his  method  occafioned  either 
callofities,  JiriAurcs^  or  carnofities  in  the  urethra.  It  is  a happy  irfledlion, 
that  thofe  medical  practitioners  who  hold  pods  in  the  army  have  more 
fure  and  lefs  dangerous  principles  of  practice  than  this  furgeon. — After 
the  fuppofed  cure,  little  knots  remain  in  the  urinary  canal,  which  are 
called  carnofities,  and  which  are  nothing  elfe  than  the  cicatrices  of  former 
fmall  ulcers,  which  have  formed  themfelves  in  this  part.  This  happens 
from  too  ifrongor  premature  nfiringent  hjcAtifns." 

33.  Cullen — “ I am  perfuaded  the  early  ufe  of  adringent  injections  is 
pernicious,  producing  fwellcd  tedicles,  &:c.”  Fie  approves  of  mercurial 
injections,  and  advifes  aftringeuts  in  the  latter  dage  of  the  difeafe. 

34.  SwEDiAUR  difapproves  of  acrid  or  afiringent  itjeAlions  during  the 
iiithimmalory  dage  of  the  difeafe.  In  fupprefled  gonorrhoea  “ the  virus 

feem^ 
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iTcems  to  leave  its  natural  feat  under  the/,-^««„;,  and  to  fettle  lower  down 
where  the  excretory  du^s  of  the  feminal  veflels  and  prodate  gland  open 
■into  the  urethra,  and  there  excites  a fwelling  in  one  or  both  tedicles;  or, 
if  it  has  been  driven  ftill  lower  down,  to  the  neek  of  the  bladder,’  the 
patient  has  a continual  defire  to  make  xvater,  without  being  able  to  pafs 
any,  or  only  a few  drops  at  a time;  he  is  then  often  unable  to  Hand  up- 
right for  a (Quarter  of  an  hour ; and  a total  fiippretiion  of  urine  is,  in  this 
cafe,  frequently  the  confequence.  In  all  thefe  different  j^laces  the  poifon 
generally  produces  only  a fuperficial  inflammatioh ; though  not  unfre- 
qoently  alfo,  by  its  virulence  or  want  of  a fufficient  quantity  of  mucus  to 
dilute  it,  an  excoriation  and  ulceration  of  the  urethra,  which  then  never 
fails  to  end  in  an  obftinate  gleet,  and  to  be  followed  by  a genml  infeaion 
of  the  ma(s, 

35*  Ml.  Percival  Pott — This  excellent,  learned,  and  celebrated  fur- 
gcon,  whofe  ex{->erience  and  obfervatloiis  have  enriched  furgery  with 
fcveral  ufeful  improvements,  the  refult  of  public  confidence  and  the  moft 
extenfive  pia£lice  perhaps  any  furgeon  ever  enjoved,  was  decidedly 
againft  the  ufe  of  iiijeftions.  1 remember  being  confulted  by  a young 
gentleman  of  fafhion,  in  a very  recent  gonOrrhcea,  who  requefled,  before 
I wrote  any  prefeription,  to  hear  Mr.  Pott’s  opinion  j who,  when  even  the 
lubricating  injecilion  joined  witb  argentum  vivuin  w'as  propofed,  objected 
to  the  praftice,  and  laid,  it  might  be  iifed,  but  he  did  ]iot  give  his  alTent, 
and  the  young  gentleman  muft  remember,  that  be  thoii?ht  it  his  duty  to 
fay  he  might  injedl;  fed  tuo  /lericulo,  faid  Mr.  Pott,  who  would  not  be 
refponfible  for  the  confequences. 

36.  Mr.  J.  Howard — This  ingenious  furgeon  has  written  very  fenfibly 
©n  venereal  infection,  and  dedicates  his  vvork  to  the  celebrated  Mr.  Pott, 
acknowledging  his  obligations  to  that  great  practitioner  for  whatever 
juft  notions  the  work  contained.  When  fpeaking  on  aftringent  injections, 
he  fays,  “ The  tndy  diftrelling  complaints  juft  deferibed  (abfeefs  and 
fiftula  in  perinseo)  may  be,  and  often  are  protiuced  by  mifmanage- 
ment  during  the  inflammatory  ftage  of  a clap.  But  it  is  neceffary  that  the 
young  practitioner  ftiould  alfo  know  that  thefe  remote  confequences, 
namely,  ftriCture,  abfeefs,  fiftula  in  perinaio,  and  difeafeci  proftate, 
may  arife  from  fuppreflion  of  what  may  be  called  a very  trifling  clap, 
even  in  its  early  ftage,  at  a time  when  the  fymptoms  of  inflammation  are 
extremely  flight.  And  I have  more  than  once  been  able  to  trace  each 
of  thefe  unfortunate  circumftances  to  the  ufe  of  fcdatk-c  injcfllcns  ; fo 
difficult  it  is  to  form  a right  judgment  of  a fuppofed  cure,  fo  various  are 
the  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe,  and  fo  dangerous  may  its  confequences  be !” 

37.  Mr.  Ever ARD  Home — This  diftinguiflied  gentleman,  in  direCf 
contradiction  to  the  practice  of  his  [wecej^itcr  the  late  !Mr.  John  Hunter,  who 

was 
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: w’fts  a warm  advocate  and  prafli fei*  in  the  freeft  ufe  of  aftringent  injeftitinS^ 
fays,  “ Since  this  xvork  was  firft  publiflied,  a number  of  caies  of  llrifture 
have  come  under  my  care,  that  were  confidered  by  the  patients  themfelves 
to  be  the  immediate  efrefts  of  injeftions ; in  many  of  theie  I was  incline  m 
attribute  their  opinion  to  prejudice,  and  therefore  did  not  venture  to  draw 
any  conclufions  from  them.  I have,  however,  feen  two  or  three  inftances, 
where,  from  ufing  injeaions  hjs  than  they  might  to  have  been, 

the  irritation  was  almoft  itn?tiediate,  in  the  middle  of  the  canal,  wlieie  the 
injeftion  ftopped  ; and  the  formation  of  a ftrifture  in  that  part,  which  is 
not  commonly  the  feat  of  the  original  difeafe,  could  be  traced  ^ 

the  ufe  of  the  injealm.  The  internal  membrane  had  breome  thickened,  in 
confequence  of  inflammation  forming  a fwetting,  which  was  felt  exterr 

nally,  through  the  common  integuments. 

“ Thefe  inftances,  which  do  not  admit  of  a doubt,  led  me  to  pay  more 
atf^ention  to  this  fubjeef,  and  I have  fince  been  induced  to  believe,  tliat 
many  of  the  accounts  I had  before  difcredltcd  were  not  unworthy 
attention.  In  thofe  cafes  of  ftriaure  attributed  to  ii.je<ftions,  it  is  to  l>e 
nbferved,  that  the  application  had  generally  given  imuftal  pain,  brouglit 
on  an  irritation  on  the  iuternal  membrane  of  the  urethra,  or  at  the  nec.k  oj  the 
bladder,  as  it  is  more  commonly  termed;  which  proved  both  tedious  and. 
troiihiefonie,  before  it  could  be  removed. 

“That  iiijcaions,  injudicioiifly  ufed,  have,  in  foine  individual  cafes, 
difjiofed  the  canal  to  ftriaure,  I think  is  fipport-dby  faHs  beyond  she  reach 
fcontrovafy.  There  is,  tlierefore,  in  all  irritable  habits,  fome  danger  <si 
I an  injection  producing  this  effefV,  fince,- u’he.riever  the  ftimulating  powers 
) of  the  injeiSion  are  greater  than  the  membrane  of  the  urethra  in  that 

j perfon  can  bear,  which  cannot  be  a priori  rfccrtained,  a fiate  of  irritation 

; is  the  confeqtience. 

“ From  the  idea  that  injections  do  fomttimes  produce  rtri«ffures,  and 
1 that  we  are  unable  beforehand  to  determine  in  what  cafes  they  may  be  ufed 
1 with  impurtitv,  k have  been  induced  entirely  to  fotego  their  ufe  in  the  treat-' 

I Ttieni  of  gotiori  hoc  a,  rather  than  incur  a rifk,  however  fmull  it  maybe,  of 

j producing  fo  ferioufiy  ili/irefTig  a cemplnixt."  This  is  ati  honourabl* 
declaration  of  the  e/eve  of  the  late  Mr.  J.  Hunter. 

Cotemporaries,  &c.‘-‘Aft<'f  the  long  period  that  I have  been  engaged  in 
I medical  purfuits,  it  is  ho{ied,  that  it  will  not  be  confidered  improper  to 
I conimuiiicate  what  1 have  feen,  known,  and  heard  from  the  moft  eminent 
i praftitloners  in  Europe,  the  phyficians  and  furgeons  of  the  hofpitals  at 
Paris,  Lyons,  and  different  parts  of  France;  of  Florence,  Rome, 
Naples,  Bologna,  Ferrara,  Padua,  Fcnice,  in  Italy;  Trifle,  rienHa-, 
RatiJboM,  Franckfort,  Mentz,  Cologne,  Lcuvatn,  Brujfehs ; and  at  Rot- 
terdam, the  Hague,  Amjlerdam,  Leyden,  and  other  pai'ts  of  Flollaiid,  ii> 

my 
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various  juvenik  a„.l  l„„ 

remlar  n,y  favuunte  work,  SAI.  .%*VW,  prafficallv  ufef„l,  ,^n.o„,!l 
otiwr  .oqo.nes,  I always  foond  dry  n, oft  experienced' and  ahle  fnrJns 
am  p ,y  icians  immical  to  ajin,ge,u  lu^Uns,  and  liavc  conftantlv  heard 
lem  condemned  in  the  fevereft  ternn,  -as  produrtive  of  all  the  evils 
emnneiated  In  my  own  obfervations  and  praftice,  which,  in  above  forty 
years,  have  been  immenfe,,  owing  to  natural  adivity,  a,i  ardent  denre  of 
Gomprehendmg  and  improving  the  medical  art,  and  feizing  all  opportunities 
HI  piomulgating  whatever  was  confidered  ufeful;  I can  moft  folemnlv 
a ei  t,  tiat  have  feen,  with  concern,  many  hundred.s  of  devoted 
victims  that,  at  different  periods,  have  been  inexpreffibly  fufferers  from 
tie  wanton  ufe  of  ‘q/hiu^aU  injt^^ions.  So  that  the  numerous  fads  ef 
cotemporaries,  many  of  whom  had  been  in  praftice  fortv  or  fiftv  years 
before  I entered  into  the  profeffion,  and  numerous  praefitioners  about 
my  own  age,  m different  countries,  and  in  England,  whofe  veracity 
tan  be  depended  on,  make  a period  of  nearly  one  hundred  years  of  adual 
witneffes,^  who  were  celebrated  and  efteemed  for  Ikill  and  judgment, 
to  whom  I have  been  perfonally  known ; who  were  unanimous  in  their 

difapprobation  and  abhorrence  of  ajiringents,  from  the  nuTchiefs  they  gene- 
rally produced.  • 

^ There  have  been  foine,  who  have  avoided  the  ufe  of  aftringent  injec- 
tions during  the  mflammalory  and  purulent  periods,  and  only  affert  their 
utility  after  the  infedion.has  been  removed.  It  is  difficult  to  know  with 
certainty  when  the  infedlion  may  be  removed ; and,  in  general,  IfpracT- 
tioners  would  fiiffer  the  mudparoui  glands  to  perform  their  oWn  balfamic 
healing  fundions,  the  running  in  a little  time  will  gradually  flop  of  itfelf, 
under  a mild  mercurial  courfe,  a fail  the  injedlors  feem  not  to  know;  and 
if  it  fliould  not,  however  difagreeable  to  the  patient,  ajiringcut  injeaions., 

if  not  always,  are  frequently  hazardous  or  dangerous,  and  fometimes 
deflrudlive. 

If  it  were  afked,  what  can  be  brought  in  defence  of  aflringent  injeftions  } 
the  plain  anfwer  would  be,  the  unfiibflantial  effufions  of  cliimcrical 
projedlors,  the  decoying  flratagems  of  pliant  interefted  men,  who  ac- 
quiefee  in  prevailing  fafliions,  however  abfiird  and  injurious,  and  the  bold 
affertions  and  deceitful  promil’es  of  audacious  empirics,  who  have  no 
reputation  to  lofe,  and  who  are  totally  indifferent  to  the  manifold  miferies 
they  heap  on  mankind 

Behold 

% 

The  afTcjttions,  “ that  the  running  of  a gonorrhcca  venerea  will  cure 
itfelf;  that  local  difeafes  only  require  local  or  topical  remedies;  that  the 
•venereal  infiammauQn  the  inucal  glands,  &c.  of  the  urethra  ought  to  be 

•treated 
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Behold  the  mafs  of  evidence,  then,  introduced,  containing  the  feiiti- 
meiits  of  fome  of  the  moft  learned,  Ikilful,  and  experience  phyficians 
and  furgeons  in  Europe,  direded  againft  the  ufe  of  aftringent  injeftions  ; 
men  who  have  been  famous  for  veracity  and  judgment,  for  above 
two  hundred  years.  It  remains,  hereafter,  to  ft*  whether  pra6titioners^ 
with  thefe  undeniable  proofs  before  them,  will  ftill  continue  thofe  un- 
Ikilful  and  deleterious  praftices,  that  have  produced  fuch  various 
calamities  to  fociety.  It  will  be  fcen  whether  pertinacious  obflinacy  in 
error,  or  humanity,  will  predominate,  in  the  cure  of  recent  venereal 
ilifeftion. 


ON"  VARIOUS  OBSTRUCTIONS  OF  THE  URETHRA,  OR  URINARY 
CANAL,  IMPEDING  THE  FREE  EVACUATION  OF  URINE. 

terrible  efFedls  of  aftringentrinjeclions  have  been  fufficiently 
proved  by  the  repeated  writings  of  the  moft  learned  pra6li- 
tioners  that  ever  appeared ; with  thefe  obfervations,  truths,  and 
moft  fenfible  admonitions,  the  rafti  injeftors,  by  their  condu<ft,  feem 
to  have  been  either  unacquainted,  or  they  have  turned  a deaf  car  to 
the  cautions  of  experience.  If  bold  injefting  adventurers  had 
j not  continually  ftarted  up,  the  excellent  authors,  whofe  fenti- 
1 ments  have  been  quoted,  would  have  been  lefs  free  in  their  fpirited 
i anitnadverfions  on  thofe  injedlion  delufions,  from  time  to  time, 

( for  fo  long  a period,  as  two  centuries.  From- a review  of  what 
i has  been  advanced,  even  ignorance,  after  reading  thefe  fails, 

! unlefs  invincible,  cannot  form  any  rational  plea  in  favour  of 
; ftyptic,  vitriolic,  or  faturnine  applications  in  the  cure  of  urethritis 
) venerea.  If  the  err^ineous  or  infatuated  will  not  perufe  the 
I Original  authors;  they  have,  in  this  more  compendious  informa- 
' tion,  the  colleilive  force  of  fafe  principles  and  dodlrines,  united 
with  direful  deferiptions,  that  are  fufficienitly  cogent  to  deter  all, 
but  the  callous-hearted  and  inhuman,  from  a repetition  of  thofe 
ignorant  and  dangerous  projedls,  that  have  brought  to  unfu« 
fpicious  patients  fuch  droadful  calamities.  To  confider  and 
remedy  all  the  evils  enumerated,  as  far  as  they  may  be  remediable, 
becomes  the  immediate  objeA  of  the  fubtfequent  part  of  this 
treatife. 

treated  as  thongb  it  had  not  arifen  from  infection,  but  fimply  as  a catarrbt 
&c.  ’ and  qtlier  unfounded,  abfurd,  dilfc6ting-room  and  fallacious  notions, 
■will  hereafter  be  fully  refuted. 

' Tin 
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The  effeas  of  aftringenis ; of  not  early  applying  the  grand 
fpecific,  in  Its  mildeft  and  (impletl  form,  and  other  omillions  and 
mal-practices,  already  intimated,  are  as  follows: 

I.  Contraaion  of  the  urethral  canal,  obftruaing  the  free  dif- 
charge  of  urine. 

II.  Callofities,  or  thickehed  hardened  cicatrices,  and  urethral 
ulcers  of  long  continuance. 


III.  Spongy  excrefcences,  of  a loofe  texture,  in  the  urethra. 

•I  V.  Tumefied  or  indurated  verumontanum,  difeafed  veficul* 
feminales. 

V.  Spongious  and  foft  enlargement  of  the  proftate  gland. 

VI.  bciirhus,  or  hardnefs  and  fwellingof  the  proftate  glanT 

VII.  Ulcer  of  the  proftate  gland. 

VIII. .  Contraaion  of  the  neck  of  the  bladder. 

IX.  Concretions  of  the  urethra. 

X.  Ulcers  of  the  perinteum  communicating  with  the  urethra. 


through  which  part  of  the  urine  paffes,  &c. 

Thefe  are  the  general  afFeaions;  though,  on  a more  minute 
inquiry,  others  fubordinate  to  thefe  frequently  occur.  What  have 
been  recited,  anatomical  examination  has  demonftrated.  Every  dif- 
eafe  in  the  difmal  catalogue  I have  feen  treated  by  different  methods, 
and  with  variotis  fuccefs;  from  a comparative  view  of  which, 
what  has  been  found  moft  ufeful,  and  attended  with  leaft  pain  and 
danger  to  patients,  in  the  greateft  number  of  cafes,  fhall  be  faith- 
fully and  unrefervedly  communicated. 


AFFECTIONS,  &c. 

I.  CONTRACTION  OF  THE  URE* 
IHKAL  CANAI,  OBSTRUCTING 
THE  FREE  ISSUE  OF  URINE. 

This  obffruifls  the  paffing  of 
urine  in  various  degrees,  more  or 
lefs,  in  a ftnall,  forked,  or  twifted 
ferew-iike  ftream,  or  drop  by  drop, 
with  greater  or  lefs  pain. 

This  obftni<fliou  may  exift  ini  the 
urethra  many  years,  without  any 
great  inconvenience,  if  the  ftriclure 
ftiould  not  have  much  leflened  the 
canal.  The  femen,  under  fucb 


r'emedies  and  treatment. 

1.  Open  the  inteftines  with  a 
gentle  laxative,  and  the  redium  with 
an  enema,  that  there  may  be  no 
compreffion  of  pa'rts  from  fasces  or 
excrements  previous  to  examina- 
tion. 

2.  Soak  the  penis  in  warm  milk 
and  water,  and  injeft  a little  of  the 
follow  ingcompofition,  or  Ol.amyg- 
dalarum,  warm : 

R Old  amygd.  gi;, 

Vitelli  ovi  q.  f. 

Aqux  purx  ^vj.  Mifct, 

If 
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Affe^lonsy  (ffr. 

a circumftance,  indeed,  may  not 
he  properly  direfted  into  the  vagina 
in  the  aft  of  coition,  and  may  be- 
come a caufe  of  impotence,  and 
thus  the  procreation  of  the  human 
fpecies  may  be  prevented : which 
cafes  I have  known. 

As  men  advance  in  years,  how- 
ever, and  the  expelling  powers  for 
evacuating  the  bladder  of  urine  be 
lefs  energetic,  or  weaker,  the  ob- 
flruftion  is  more  and  more  fenfibly 
felt.  The  mufcles  of  the  bladder, 
called  detvnjorcs  urina:,  cannot  fo 
powerfully  aft,  fo  as  to  overcome 
the  refiftance  formed  by  the  ftrifture 
in  the  urethra;  the  urine  is  with 
difficulty  voided,  and  in  fome  in- 
ftances  with  no  inconfiderable  pain. 
Whether  thefe  fymptoms  happen 
earlier  or  later  in  life,  the  mode  of 
treatment  is  the  fame.  The  whole 
cure  muft  depend  on  circumftances, 
according  to  the  difficulties  expe- 
> rienced,  which  are  to  be  afcertained 
by  the  patient’s  feelings,  and  the  in- 
troduftion  of  bougies.  One  rule 
fhould  be  invariably  obferved, 
i which  is,  to  pafs  the  larged  fized 
bougie  the  urethral  canal  can  bear 
without  painful  fenfations.  No 
force  nor  violence  fliould  ever  be 
ufed;  gentlenefs  cures,  but  rough- 
I nefs  and  force  dedroy.  I have 
known  indailces  where  a rude  un- 
fkilful  operator  has  paded  the  ca- 
i theter  with  fo  much  force,  to  over- 
' come  urethral  refinance,  that  anew 
opening  out  of  the  line  of  the 
I urethra  has-  been  made  into  the 
' biaddcr,  caufing  great  inflamma- 
tion, 


Remdies  and  Treatment. 

If  the  penis  be  in  a ftate  of  re- 
laxation, or  Ihortened  from  cold, 
&:c.  and  its  internal  membrane  cor- 
rugated, the  operator  might  be  de- 
ceived without  the  ufe  of  the  injec- 
tion, &c.  and  midake  any  uneven 
furface  of  the  urethra  for  a drifture, 
or  obdruftions. 

3.  Having  difcovered  the  exaft 
fituation  of  the  impediment  by  a 
catgut  bougie,  if  the  canal  be  very 
fmall,  or  by  a medicated  larger 
bougie  fmeared  with  the  unguen- 
tum,  if  admilTible;  which  fliould 
pafs  beyond  the  feat  of  the  difeafe ; 
it  fliould  then  rem.''in  in  the  ure- 
thra as  long  as  the  fenfibility  of  the 
parts  will  fuffer  it,  wdthout  exciting 
heat,  or  uneafy  fenfation.  It  is 
better  to  proceed  flow  and  fure, 
than  to  produce  inflammation  by 
hady  unfeeling  raflinefs. 

4.  If,  after  a few  applications  of 
the  medicated  bougies,  with  the 
appropriate  unguentum,  no  increaf- 
ed  fecretion  and  excretion  from  the 
mucal  glands  and  furface  of  the 
urethra  fliould  appear,  nor  any 
fenfible  or  decided  alteration  in  the 
drifture  be  evident,  then  the  bougie 
fhould  be  covered  or  fprinkled  with 
a little  white  precipitated  mercury  5 
or,  if  greater  force  be  necefliiry, 
with  a little  turbith  mineral  rubbed 
into  the  part  of  the  bougie  that 
will  come  in  contaft  with  the  dric- 
ture,  which  has  been  previoufly 
afcertained  by  the  fird  examination. 
If  this  application  produce  a dif- 
charge,  and  the  bougie  fliould  come 
out  covered  with  mucus,  it  mud 

' be 
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tion,  excruciating  pains,  mortifi- 
cation, death! 

A humane  confideratlon  of  the 
fenfibility  and  all  the  various  func- 
tions of  all  the  genital  parts,  flrould 
be  uppermofi:  in  the  pradlitioner’s 
mind.  He  flrould  recolleft,  that 
apparently'  fmall  caufes  of  difeafe  in 
the  kidneys,  ureters,  bladder,  or 
urethra,  often  produce  the  moft 
direfill  eifafis.  None  of  thefe  parts 
are  ^o  be  treated  with  unfeeling 
carelefihefs  j but  with  the  greateft 
reflexion,  circumfpeftion,  and  hu- 
manity. The  young  artifi:  fliould 
ever  confider  a variety  of  circum- 
ftarices  before 'he  afts.  There  is 
nothing  fo  dangerous  as  what  is 
called  a bold,  daftiing,  ferocious  fur- 
geon,  in  thefe  delicate  complaints. 
All  theanatomy,  phyfiology, hitherto 
known,  of  the  parts,  is  fcarcely  fuf- 
ficient,  in  fome  infiauces,  to  deter- 
mine the  moft  rational  pradlice 
necefiary,  It  fikewife  happens,  in 
many  cafes,  that  the  moft  fliilful 
and  erudite  medical  fcience  is  de- 
manded in  the  internal  treatment, 
or  no  fuccefs  will  attend  the  greateft 
chirurgical  fidll. 

JI.  CALLOSITIES,  OR  THICKENED 
HARDENED  CICATRICES,  AND 
URETHRAL  ULCERS  OF  LONQ 
CONTINUANCE. 

Thefe  are  known  by  a long-con- 
tinued iftuing  of  fetid  purulent  pus, 
or  yellow  matter,  from  the  virethra. 
They  may  be  fituated  in  various 
parts  of  the  canal;  are  the  dreadful 

eftefts 
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be  continued,  with  or  without  mere, 
precipitatus  albus,  or  turbith  mi- 
neral. Thefe,  afting  gently  on 
the  furface  of  the  former  old  cica- 
trix, callofity’,  thickened  mem- 
brane, or  callous-edged  ulcer,  foon 
relax  the  ftriclure,  fo  as  to  admit  a 
larger  bougie,  which  may  be  intro- 
duced, and  the  difeharge  will  be 
often  fiifficientiy  continued,  with- 
out the  mercurial  preparations,  by 
only  ufing  the  unguentum  fuppu- 
raijs.  Mercurials  are  not  always  ufed 
on  a fuppofition  that  thefe  cafes  are 
venereal,  but  merely  to  gently 
abrade  and  remove  the  contraded 
part  of  the  membrane,  by  the 
mildeft  mode  of  producing  excori-" 
ation.  After  this,  larger  and  larger 
bougies  are  to  be  introduced,  aug- 
menting the  fize  every  three  or  four 
days,  until  the  largeft  fized  bougie 
be  admiffible,  occafionally  adding 
the  calomel  or  turbith  mineral,  if 
the  difeharge  fliould  ceafe,  or  the 
ftridure  continue  to  obfiinately 
refill  the  remedy;  but  this  mull  be 
performed  with  great  ficill  and  cau- 
tion, never  forgetting  the  extreme 
fenfibility  of  the  parts,  and  the 
danger  of  exciting  too  much  irrita- 
tion, which  might  produce  inllam- 
matioii,  &Q. 

5.  The  difeharge  and  dilatation 
being  gently  continued,  in  time, 
the  flridure,  or  whatever  caufed  the 
obftrudion,  will  be  removed. 

6.  After  the  obftrudion  is  de- 
cidedly removed,  which  happens 
fome  times  in  a few  weeks,  two  or 

three 
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efFcfts  of  the  urethritis  venerea  ill  three  months,  according  to  cafes, 
treated,  corroding  the  membranes  conftitutions,  andcircumftances;  a 
lining  the  urethra.  They  likevvife  fimple  healing  bougie  is  to  be  fliU 
arife  from  that  vile  prafUce  which  daily  introduced,  of  the  largeft  fize 
whim,  not  found  rcafon,  adopted,  the  Urethra  will  bear  without  any 
in  fuftering  a clap  to  cure  icfelf,  by  uheafy  fenfation  ; until  there  be 
Letting  it  run  its  courfe.  This  fa-  every  reafon  to  conclude  the  ftric- 
pieni  projedt  has  been  rafiily  re-  ture  is  completely  conquered,  and 

commended  by  a few  vihonifts  in  the  patient,  as  far  as  the  cafe  may 

this  and  other  countries,  as  a very  admit,  perfeftly  cured, 
valuable  improvement;  and  during  7.  The  complete  cure  of  a ftric- 
the  ilTuing  of  the  contagious  matter,  ture  is  afcertained  by  the  free  eva- 
thefe  artifts,  to  fave  appearances,  cuation-  of  urine,  the  removal  of 
boaft  that  tliey  give  crumb  of  new  every  impediment  in  the  eredtiou 
bread  formed  into  pills,  and  coloured  of  the  penis,  and  a powerful  ejacu- 
with  any  colour  the  honed  furgeon  lation  of  the  femen  in  the  a£t  of 
pleafes.  Such  duplicity  and  decep-  coition. 

tion  is  fo  difgraceful  to  the  art,  that  8.  It  is  an  erroneous  alTertion, 
it  cannot  be  too  much  reprobated  and  that  bougies  only  aft  by  dilatation, 
detefted.  If  by  this  fraudulent  ftrata-  and  that  any  fimple  compofition  of 
gem,  however,  the  cure  of  the  difeafe  ■ wax,  oil,  &c.  anfwers  every  cura- 
could  be  effefted,  fome  apology  live  intention.  The  contrary  might 
might  be  offered  for  the  contrivance ; be  irrefutably  proved,  by  the  evident 
but  the  contrary  being  the  cafe,  effefts  of  Daran’s  and  other  bougies; 
and  as  fome  unfortunates  have  been  as  likewife  by  clear  reafoning  on 
nearly  bereaved  of  life,  or,  by  the  the  ftrufture  of  the  parts  affefted, 
trial,  rendered  miferable  as  long  as  and  the  aftion  of  the  bougies  ou 
they  have  exilted;  it  is  hoped  this  the  difeafes:  this,  however,  is  not 
wild  conceit  will  no  longer  be  the  prefent  objcft,  and  therefore 
praftifed.  To  the  honour  of  the  fhall  be  deferred  to  a future  oppor- 
profeffion  in  general,  however  ere-  tunity. 

dulous  fome  may  be,  few,  very  It  feems,  that  thofe  who  have 
few,  have  been  the  dupes  of  thefe  laft  made  this  inconli derate  declaration 
fqueezings  of  the  extravagant  brains  have  never  deeply  confidered,  ana- 
of  infatuated  fpeculating  maniacs ; tomically  and  phyfiologically,  tlic 
fitter  for  Bedlam  than  to  be  prafti-  fuiiftions  and  peculiarity  of  the 
tioners  in  furgery  *,  parts  concerned  or  difeafed.  The 

ill.  excellent 

* I fliall  give  a Ihocking  cafe,  caufed  by  fuffering  the  venereal  running  to 
continue,  acgcu^ding  tg  thii  mode. 
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rri,  SPONGY  EXCKESCENCES  OF 

A LOOSE  TEXTURE  IN  THE 

URETHRA. 

Some  authors  have  doubteH  the 
exiftence  of  thele  foft  excrefceiices ; 
but  fa£ls,  in  numerous  iuftances, 
havepi-Qved  their  exiftence.  I have 
feen  fome  few  cafes  where  the  ex- 
crefetnee  has  been  vifible,  near  the 
external  opening  of  the  urethra,  and 
very  lately  I was  confulted  by  Mr. 
Kerrifon,  my  neighbour,  formerly 
a pupil  at  the  St.  Mary-ie-bone  In- 
firmary, forapaient,  in  which  cafe 
the  excrefcence  was  vifible  in  the 
external  opening  of  the  urethra, 
foft  and  granulated,  fimilar  to  thofe 
that  fometimes  appear  on  the  fur- 
lace  of  the  glatis  petiis  and  internal 
part  of  the  prepuce. 

It  mu  ft  be  remarked,  that  the 
world  were  firft  obliged  for  a con, 
fiftent,  mild,  and  fuccefsful  treat- 
ment of  urethral  obftrmftions,  to 
my  late  worthy  and  efteetned  friend 
M.  Daran,  of  Paris.  The  fuccefs 
of  this  gentleman,  to  which  I was 
formerly  an  eye-witnefs,  raifed  his 
reputation  through  all  Europe  above 
the  reach  of  fnarling  envy,  and  he 
has  been  acknowledged  by  the 
greateft  .and  moft  learned  practi- 
tioners, by  their  teftimonies  publifli- 
ed,  to  have  been  fuperior  in  the  dif- 
orders  for  which  he  was  famed,  to 
any  other  praditioner  in  tiie  known 
world.  His  whole  m ^deof  treatment 
will  now  be  communicated  for  the 
benefit  of  focicty,  which  was  one 

of 
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excellent  and  evident  effects  of  an 
incrcafed  and  artificial  difeharge, 
pioduced  by  medicated  bougies,  is 
in  direct  contradiction  to  thofe  fen- 
timents.  The  great  cures,  in  thou- 
fauds  of  inftances,  performed  with- 
out any  of  tiiofe  difaftrous  effects 
and  mifery,  which  attend  too  often 
tiie  application  of  canjiic  bougies^  by 
the  mild  methods  here  rccommend- 
od,  it  is  hoped,  will  have  due 
weight  with  every  luioiarrc  practi- 
tioner; fo  that  all  cauftic,  barba- 
rous applications  may  be,  for  ever, 
banilhed  the  art,  and  human  mifery 
not  receive  additional  tortures  by 
fuch  favage,  unfortunate,  and  fre- 
quently unfuccefsful  modes  of  treat- 
ment. 

The  excrefcences  appear  like 
thole  alreaciy  mentioned,  and  arc 
not  removable,  even  by  repeated 
mercurial  courfes,  as  a multiplicitsf 
of  experience  fully  proves.  They 
are  not  fo  common  as  the  pther 
caufes  in  obftrmting  urpie.  Ip 
palling  a moderate  fixed  bougie  tliey 
commonly  bleed;  but  they  are 
with  no  fmall  difficulty  diftiuguifir- 
able  from  other  uretliral.  impediT 
ments.  The  neceffary  treatment  of 
thefe  cafes  being  very  little  different 
from  the  former  two,  they  may  bci 
confidered  practically  in  the  fame 
point  of  view.  If  they  be  at  the  - 
end,  pr  tpw'ards  the  end  of  tlie 
urethra,  externally,  they  may  be 
gradually  wafted  by  folutio  pene- 
trans; or  by  a folution  of  anlimor 
nium  tartarifatum,  which,  Ikiffully 

ajipfied^ 
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the  laft  humane  aftions  of  a life 
dedicated  to  remove  the  moft  fevere 
alfli£tions  of  human  mifery. 

The  bougie  courfe  of  M.  Daran’s 
bougies  will  efFecffually  remove  thefe 
carnofides,  as  they  have  been  no- 
minated. Cauftic  applications,  to 
thefe  exuberances,  are  extremely 
hazardous,  as  they  muff  a£b  equally 
deftrudlive  to  the  membranous 
flrufture  of  the  urethra,  as  well  as 
on  the  w'art  itfelf,  and  be  produc- 
tive of  an  incurable  ulcer,  inftead 
•of  a<£ling  on  the  diforder,  which 
they  are  expefted  to  remove.  If  the 
unguent um  eopaivts  Daranl  fliould 
not  produce  a fufficient  fuppuration 
to  deftroy  thefe  excrefcences,  then 
cethiops  mineral  may  be  rubbed  on 
the  part  of  the  bougie  where  the 
obftruftion  is  fitiiatedj  white  preci- 
pitate or  turbith  mineral.  Thefe 
methods  remove,  in  general,  the 
three  firft  caufes  of  urethral  ftrlc- 
tures,  ulcers,  excrefcences,  &c. 

IV.  TUMEFIED  AND  INDURATED 
VERUMONTANUM. 

This  is  a cafe  difcoverable  by 
jiafling  a bougie,  and  refledling 
anatomicaliy  on  the  diftance  of  the 
urethral  impediment  from  the  ex- 
ternal orifice.  An  exaimination 
Jlkewile  may  be  made  per  anum  ; 
but  the  difeafe  of  the  verumonta- 
niim  is  not  fo  clearly  difcoverable, 
as  the  enlargement  of  the  proftate 
by  fimilar  means.  VV^iioever  re- 
flefts  6n  the  danger  of  exciting  iii- 
iiammation  in  this  part,  with  the 
confijquences,  cr  the  horrid  mifery 
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applied,  fafely  removes  foft  excref* 
cences. 

Old,  or . more  recent  ulcers  of 
the  urethra,  producing  long-con- 
tinued purulent  gleets,  which  I 
have  feen  lately  arife,  after  tiie 
cruel  and  ineffcftiial  application  of 
caujtic  bougies,  are  very  difficult  of 
cure.  The  pafiing  of  urine  pre- 
vents the  deterging  and  incarnation 
of  thefe  dilireffing  ulcerous  affec- 
tions. They  have,  however,  been 
fometimes,  though  feklom,  per- 
fcftly  cured;  but  they  have  been 
rendered  lefs  diftreffing  by  deter- 
ging them  v\  ith  /o/io  penetrans,  with 
the  mercurial  powders  already  men- 
tioned, or  by  aethiops  mineral  con- 
veyed to  the  part;  joined  with 
judicious  internal  alteratives,  fumi- 
gation, &c.  It  is  little  knew’n 
that  a true  csthiops  mineral  is  one  of 
the  beft  ftimulating  detergers  of 
venereal  and  other  ulcers. 

This  is  a cafe  very  doubtful  as  to 
cure.  Peneti*ating  alteratives  ffiould 
be  preferibed,  and  fumigations  of 
cinnabar. 

To  bougies  may  be  united  the 
internal  ufe  of  folutio  hydrargvri 
camphorata  cum  oleo  amygdalarum, 
to  refolvc,  if  polTible,  the  indura- 
tion. Cauftic  bougies,  in  this  in- 
ftance  of  ftrifture,  have  produced 
haemorrhage,  inflammation,  depo- 
fttions  of  urine  in  the  cellular  ftruc- 
ture,  mortification,  death! 

When  a cure  cannot  be  accom- 
pliftied  by  Daran’s  method,  it  is 

Ihfeft 
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of  laming  uncertain  caujlics^  mufl 
forbid  tUeir  ufe,  if  it  v/ere  only  to 
avoid  the  itiifcbiefs  they  produce  to 
contigaous  parts- 

V.  SPONGIOUS  ENLARGEMENT  OT 
THE  PROSTATE  GLAND. 

This  fpongious  enlargement  of 
the  proftate  gland  is  frequently  mif- 
taken.  for  other  caufes  of  urethral 
obfirufUon.  It  is  therefore  necef- 
fery  to  ufe  caution  in  impediments 
of  urine,  left  one  difeafe  be  treated 
for  another,  to  the  detriment  of  the 
afilicled  patient. 

If  thefe  fpongiouS  tumours  be 
very  large,  they  not  only  impede  the 
evacuation  of  urine,  but  Jikewife 
partially  the  excrement,  by  lef- 
fening  the  diameter,  both  of  the 
urethra  and  reftum. 

The  fpongious  tumour  of  the  pro- 
ftate  is  only  difcoverable  by  the  in- 
troduiftion  of  the  finger  per  anum. 
Previous  to  this  operation,  the  rec- 
tum fliould  be  emptied  by  a laxative 
and  elyfter.  The  patient  is  to  be 
placed  leaning  over  a chair,  with 
the  head  bent  much  lower  than  the 
pofteriors.  The  fore-finger  then 
being  dipped  in  oil,  having  pre- 
vioully  injected  oil  into  the  reritum 
with  a fyringe,  the  finger  is  to  be 
introduced,  the  infide  downwards, 
the  reverfe  of  examining  the  ftate 
of  the  uterus  in  women.  Then^ 
gently  prelling  the  finger,  thus  in- 
troduced, on  the  furface  of  the  ia- 
teftine,  nigheft  to  the  redtum,  any 
fwelling,  hard  or  foft,  is  eafily 
1 perceived 
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fafeft  to  recommend  patience,  and 
fubmiffion  to  temporary  inconve- 
nience, than  to  fly  to  hazardous  ex- 
periments, which  ofteneradd  to  the 
afliiftion  than  prove  a cure. 

Thefe  fpongious  enlargements 
of  the  proftate  are  often  incurable,  , 
The  r'eraedies  neceflary  are  tonics 
of  bark,  zinc,  fleel,  &c.  dry  diet, 
and  every  thing  corroborating,  cold 
bath,  Cl*  cold  fea  bathing. 

No  bougie  can  augment  the  wV 
cohefionh.  Catiftic  bougies  have 
been  ignorantly  applied  in  thefe 
cafes  of  obftrufted  urethra  with  the 
greateft  danger  to  the  patient’s  life,  ; 
and  without  the  leaft  probability  of  ^ 
fuccefs.  Patients,  under  fuch  cir-  | 
cumfiances,  fliould  fubmit  to  pre-  ■ 
fent  inconvenience,  to  avoid  future 
mifery ; but,  like  drowning  men,  I 
thev  catch  at  a ftraw,  believe  anv  i 
bold  pretender,  fly  from  honour  ,j 
and  integrity,  and  become  the  caufe  ] 


may  be  ufed  occafionallv  as  a pallia- 
tive cure;  more  fliould  not  be 
attempted,  when  tonics,  &c.  do 
not  fucceed. 

Ill  moft  cafes  of  urethral  impe- 
diments, judicious  internal  treat- 
ment is  neceflary,  and  a ftrift  and 
dry  regimen;  that  the  fecretion  of 
urine  may  be  drminifliecl,  and  the 
urine  rendered  iefs  acrid  by  the  niu- 
cilaginons  drinks,  &:c. 

All  debauGlies  of  wine,  fpirits, 
&rc.  fliould  be  ftriftly  forbid ; but 
fome  patients  will  break  through 
all  rules,  become  the  authors  of 

their 
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perceived  by  all  who  well  under- 
ftand  the  anatomy  of  the  part;  by 
all  others  the  cafe  cannot  w’ell  be 
linderftood,. 

In  this  diforder  a great  refiftance 
i is  experienced  in  voiding  urine, 
I which  is  fometimes  ftreaked  with 
ji  blood,  and  commonly  flows  with 
;j  glaiiy  mucus,  that  finks  to  the  bot- 
I tom  of  the  urine. 

I Thefe  cafes  are  not  fo  dangerous 
I as  troublefome,  unlefs  injudicious 
i remedies  be  applied.  It  is  one  of 

(the  difeafes  that  happens  in  advanced 
age  to  perfons  who  have  had  the  ve- 
nereal infeflion  frequently,  in  the 
;(  former  part  of  their  life ; or  to  thofe 
^ who  have  been  much  addiiSled  to 
over-exertion  in  venereal  pleafures. 

VI.  SCIRRHUS,  OR  HARDNESS 
AND  SWELLING  OF  THE  PRO- 
STATE GLAND. 

The  proftate,  like  other  glands 
contiguous  to  the  genital  parts,  from 
venereal  infe£Hon,  is  fubjed  to 
feirrhofity. 

It  is  difcoverable  by  the  intro- 
duftion  of  a bougie,  and  an  exami- 
nation per  anuTtiy  reflefting  on  the 
anatomical  fituation  of  this  urethral 
gland, 

If  it  be  large,  it  impedes  not  only 
the  urine,  in  particular,  but  like- 
wife,  in  fome  meafure^  the  alvine 
faeces, 

It  is  curable,  or  incurable,  ac- 
cording to  the  length  of  time  it  may 
have  exifled ; to,  the  degi'ec  of  in-: 
duration  it  may  have  acquired,  and 
the  probability  of  the  patient’s  con- 

ftitution 
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their  own  deflruftion,  and  pour 
forth  unmerited  abufe  on  the  me- 
dical profeffion. 

I remember  an  eminent  phyfi- 
cian,  who  had  laboured  many  years 
under  the  prefent  recited  afftftion. 
He  frequently  confulted  me  by 
letter;  but  his  deferiptions  failed  "" 
of  giving  a precife  Idea  of  his  com- 
plaint; bufinefs,  however,  calling 
me  to  the  country  where  he  re- 
fided,  I examined  the  cafe  per 
anunty  and  foon  found  a very  en- 
larged proftate,  of  a fpongy  tex- 
ture. Tonics,  cold  bath,  and  all 
rational  remedies,  were  tried  in  vain ; 
for  he  languiflied  many  years  in 
mifery,  and  lately  died  het'^ic. — 
What  havock  would  cauflic  bou.- 
gies  make  in  fuch  a cafe.? 

IJcmlock,  though  commonly  pre- 
feribed,  as  in  other  feirrhous  glands^ 
alw’ays  fails,  therefore  ought  to 
rejefted. 

If  any  perfon  ftill  Ihould  doubt 
the  inefticacy  of  hemlock,  let  the  let- 
ter on  medical  vanity  be  read,  in  tht 
firft  volume  of  the  Rational  Pradlice 
of  Phyfic;  this  w'as  written  in  1773, 
and  I have  had  no  reafon  to  change 
my  fentiments  on  this  hemlock 
impofition,  which  De  Haen,  on  the 
fpot  at  Vienna,  has  fully  proved, 
beyond  the  power  of  refutation. 

Mineral  alteratives,  fumigation,-; 
of  cinnabar  morning  and  evening, 
daily,  for  a confiderable  time,  di 
redfed  to  the  anus  and  perinjeum, 
ungucntiim  mercuriale  perinsco  ec 
ano  applicandum,  mercurial  clyf- 
ters  of  foUitio  hydrargyri  cjunpho- 
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Ititution  co-operating  with  judicious 
treatment. 

M.  Col  de  Villars  obferves,  that 
the  proftate  and  Covvper’s  glands 
are  enlarged ; and  Aftruc  is  exaclly 
of  the  fame  fentiment,  when  he 
fays,  “ Par.  la  les  proflates  et  les 
veficules  feminaires,  fe  trouvant 
gonflees,  prefleront  I’urethre  qui 
les  touche,  plus  au  moins  fortement, 
fuivant  que  les  excroiflances  fon- 
gueufes  qui  les  rempliffent,  feront 
plus  au  moins  gonflees  et  dilatees.” 
M.  dc  la  Faye,  that  excellent  fur- 
geon,  who  has  given  a new  and  im- 
proved edition  of  the  Demonftra- 
tions  of  Dionis,  obferves,  “ The 
difliailty  experienced  in  palling  the 
found  in  the  venereal  ifehuvy,  is 
caufed  by  the  fwelling  qr  inflam- 
mation of  the  proflate.” 

There  are  few  experienced  prac- 
tical Engliflt  furgepns,  who  have 
not  examined  and  known  numerous 
cafes  of  this  nature ; the  major  part 
of  which  eyils  may  be  traced  to  owe 
their  origin  to  aftringent  injections, 
or  ill-treated  recent  venereal  infec- 
tion, &c. 

VII.  ULCER  OF  THE  PROSTATE 
GLAND. 

Difcoverable  by  the  fame  means 
as  the  former,  and  by  the  dUcharge 
of  purulent  pus,  or  foul  greenllh 
or  yellow  matter,  ifluing  through 
the  urethra. 

■ It  is  very  difficult  of  cure,  and 
fometimes  incurable.  1 he  patient 
languiflies  for  years  with  this  painful 
difeafe  ai.’.d  continual  drain,  with,  cr 
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rata,  and  a proper  regimen,  are  the 
mofl  probable  means  of  removing 
this  dreadful  diforder. 

Bougies,  armed  with  unguentnra 
copaivae  Darani,  or  ung.  mercuriale 
camphoratum,  applied  up  the  ure- 
thra, fo  as  never  to  increafe  irrita- 
tion, ought  tobeufed.  Succefs,  how'- 
ever,  does  not  always  crown  the  moft 
fldlful  endeavours  to  cure ; in  which 
cafe  the  palliative  method  Ihould 
be  adopted,  of  occafionally  introv 
ducing  bougies. 

Cauftic  bougies  have  produced, 
in  this  cafe,  all  the  evils  that  re- 
flefting  men  of  experience  have 
forefeen.  Incurable  ulcers,  tor- 
tures, mortification,  de^th,  have 
fucceeded  their  application. 

A caufticating  furgeon  pafled  a 
cauflic  bougie  up  the  urethra,  which 
immediately  produced  fucb  a vio- 
lent bleeding,  that  a chamber-pot 
M'as  foon  filled  with  blood,  The 
patient,  in  a plaintive  tone,  obferv- 
iin^  the  lofs  of  blood  made  iiim 
faint,  the  furgeon,  with  z fang f raid, 
replied.  Get  another  pot  then,  and 
fill  it  with  blood  alfo  ! ! ! 

The  faline  particles  of  tire  urine, 
cominp'  into  contact  with  the  ulcer 

O 

in  palling,  keep  up  a conitant 
irritapon,  and  occalion  the  difti- 
culty  of  cure.  A fyringe  with  a 
long  tube  fliould  be  palled  up  the 
urethra,  and  the  lotio  penetrans  in- 
jected, fo  as  to  touch  the  ulcer, 
three  or  four  times  a day.  A 
fiTonger  proportion  than  one  gram 
to  I\alf  a pint  of  n^iua  dijUUat-^ 
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-Vvitbout  hectic  fymptoms,  and  at 
lait  peri  dies. 

This  is  one  of  the  moft  danger- 
ous effects  of  aftringent  injeftions, 
and  other  mal-pra£tices,  in  treating 
the  urethritis  venerea,  when  recent. 
A terrible  cafe  will  hereafter  be 
related  of  the  fatal  effefts  of  aftriu- 
gents,  which  mud  ftrike  every 
feeling  mind  with  pity  for  tlte'fuf- 
ferer,  and  vengeance  for  the  authors 
of  human  miferv. 

M.  AJlruc  fays,  “ Qne  I'ulcere, 
<ie  leger  et  fuperficiel  qu’il  6toit 
d’abord,  doit  devenir  necelfairemcnt 
malin,  fiftuleux,  et  calleux ; que 
loin  de  pouvoir  etre  deterge,  ii  de- 
viendra  chaque  jour  plus  fordide, 
a caufe  qu’il  eft  contiiniellement 
arrofe  d’une  femence  purulente,  et 
d’  une  urine  fort  acre.” 

An  eminent  phyfician  had  near- 
ly loft  his  life  by  imprudently  fuf- 
fering  a cauftic  bougie  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  proftate.  The  quantity 
of  blood  loft  was  immenfe,  and  it 
was  with  great  difficulty  reftrained. 

VUI.  CONTRACTION  OF  THE 
NECK  OF  THE  BLADDER. 

This  may  arife  from  nervous 
fvmpathy;  various  difeafes  of  the 
kidneys,  ureters,  bladder;  from  ul- 
cers, tumours,  &c.  fituated  near  the 
neck  of  the  bladder,  prefling  on  the 
fphindfer;  from  various  irritating 
powers;  from  the  part  itfelf  being 
thickened,  and  in  a ftate  of  tumefac- 
tion. 

The  detrufores  uritice,  &c.  with 
difficulty  counteraift  the  refiftance  of 
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would  be  too  irritating  for  the  fen- 
fible  membranes  of  the  urethra. 

Internallv,  folutio  antimonialis 
* ' \ 

merCurialis  is  proper,  or  other  al- 
teratives, with  demulcent  drinks, 
avoiding  large  draughts  of  every 
thing  ftinuilating. 

Bougies  of  Damn,  armed  with 
asthiops  mineral,  calomel,  are  like- 
wife  proper;  or  turbith  mineral  to 
deterge  the  ulcer:  but  thefe  appli- 
cations, and  all  others,  fliould  be 
ufed  with  the  utmoft  caution;  left, 
in  endeavouring  to  remove  a dil- 
trefling  evil,  evils  of  much  greater 
magnitude  may  be  experienced. 

It  fliould  be  obferved,  that  a 
great  length  of  time,  joined  with  the 
Ikilfulleft  management,  can  alone 
relieve  this  terrible  affedlion. 

.Dry  diet,  ftrift  regimen,  mineral 
alteratives,  fumigations,  and  medi- 
cated fuppurating  bougies,  how- 
ever, have  cured  fome  of  thefe 
very  diftrefllng  complaints. 


According  to  the  variety  of  caufes, 
fo  muft  this  afFeffion  be  treated. 
In  fome  cafes,  antifpafmodics,  ole- 
aginous mixtures  with  opium,  warm 
bath,  fumigations  of  cinnabar  to 
the  perinmum,  anus,  &c.  are  necef- 
fary.  Whatever  the  irritating 
powers  may  be,  after  firll  invefti- 
galing  the  caufc,  they  fliould  be,  if 
poftible,  removed. 

Thickened  coajs  of  the  bl3dder 
are  often  irremediable. 

In  the  contraiftion,  the  ingenious 

Mr. 
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the  corrtradion,  in  their  efforts  to 
overcome  the  obftacle.  When  a 
ftimuliis  to  void  urine  arifes,  the 
whole  bladder  fuffers,  and  in  time 
becomes  difeafed.  By  its  frequent 
exertions  it  lofes  a great  part  of  its 
funflions,  and  it  diminiflies  in  the 
power  of  dilatation ; the  ufual  quan- 
tity of  urine  cannot  be  retained. 

A fmall  portion  of  water  excites  a 
painful  defire  to  evacuate  the  blad- 
der, which  is  often  effected  with 
great  difficulty,  in  a fmall  ftream, 
by  fpurts,  or  drop  by  drop.  Blood 
or  mucus  is  fometimes  mixed  with, 
the  urine. 

IX.  CONCRETION  OF  THE  URE- 
THR  A. 

The  concretion  of  the  urethra 
arifes  from  the  fiudace  of  the  oppo- 
llte  fides  being  excoriated,  or  ul- 
cerated ; and  as  the  new  parts  ffioot 
out,  the  fibres  inofculate,  forming 
a bridge  or  band  acrofs  the  urinary 
canal. 

In  this  manner  finger^,  from 
burns  or  fcalds,  if  not  drelTed  with 
feparate  dreflings,  have  united  *. 

Thefe  bands  or  concretions  of 
the  urethra  are  commonly  of  a 
loofe  fpongeous  texture,  and  are 
eafily  broken  down  by  a bougie,  if 
they  have  not  been  of  long  continu- 
ance. The  difficulty  of  voiding 
Vriue  fo  alarms  patients  in  general, 
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Mr.  Jefle  Foot  has  revived  vejic^s 
lotura,  which  has  fucceeded,  it  is 
faid,  in  numerous  inftances. 

If  alleviation  of  fymptoms  alone 
be  the  confequence  of  this  prac- 
tice, it  is  of  great  importance  to 
fociety.  It  often  happens,  par- 
ticularly in  old  age,  that  difeafes 
arife,  which  the  art  cannot  radically 
cure  : in  fuch  cafes  phyficians  and 
patients  fhould  be  content  with  a 
palliation  of  the  fymptoms. 

In  fome  cafes  a flexible  catheter, 
kept  in  the  bladder  occafionally, 
dilates  the  contradled  neck ; but  in 
other  inffances,  the  irritation  is  fo 
great  that  it  is  infupportable. 

Thefe  concretions  are  prevented 
if  a bougie  be  introduced  before 
the  inofculation  be  completed ; for 
the  tender  JiBrillce  arc  eafily  broken 
down : no  violence,  however,  fliould 
be  ufed,  left  the  cafe  be  miftaken. 

After  a bougie  has  been  intro- 
duced beyond  the  feat  of  the  dif- 
order,  the  unguentnm  co/taivie  of 
Daran  may  be  fmeared  on  every 
bougie  introduced,  until  a copious 
difeharge  prove  that  proper  fuppu- 
ration  and  incrcafed  mucal  fecre- 
tion  are  the  confequence.  The  cure, 
afterwards,  may  be  etfeded  by  the 
fame  rules  that  have  been  given 
in  the  bougie  cafes,  already  ex- 
plained under  the  firft  three  heads-. 

As  to  cauftic  bougies  in  thefe 
concretions. 


* I remember  an  inflance  of  a man  having  been  burnt  on  the  fingers  by  a 
flaffi  of  gunpowder  j a carelefs  young  afliflant  drefled  the  wound,  without 
refle6ling  on  the  necefiity  of  applying  the  drefling  round  each  finger,  fepa- 
ratcly,  by  which  means  two  of  them  grew  togetlier,  whidi  I was  obliged  to 
feparate  "with  a fcalpel. 
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that  before  the  canal  be  much  ob- 
llrutfled,  chirurgical  affiftance  is 
folicited. 

k,  ABSCESSES’,  tTLCERS,  AND 
LASTLY  FISTHLOUS  ORIFICES 
In  PERINiEO,  COMMUNICAT- 
ING WITH  THE  urethra, 
THROUGH  WHICH  A PART  OF 
THE  URINE  PASSES. 

On  fupprefling  venereal  running 
by  poweriillje^/ativcs  or  njh  ingenis^ 
inflammation  happens  not  unfre- 
quently,  near  the  proflate  gland, 
verumontanum,  &:c.  From  in- 
flammation, if  not  cured  by  refo- 
Intioivabfcefles  are  formed;  fome- 
times  the  urine  breaks  through  the 
ruptured  membranes  which  line 
the  urethra,  and  fills  all  the  cells  of 
the  cellular  ftrudfure,  &c.:  in  other 
inftances  the  abfeefs  forms  under 
the  urethra,  bends  its  courfe  to 
fome  part  of  the  perinieum,  and 
fuppu  rates. 

Suppurations  in  thefe  parts  are 
fometimes  flow  in  their  progrefs, 
attended  with  exquifite  pain;  and 
rlie  nearer  they  happen  to  be  fbated 
to  the  collum  v^^Jic^e,  fomuch  greater 
will  be  die  irritation,  pain  in  voidr 
ing  urine,  with  tenefmus,  ftrangUry, 
dyfury,  and  even  ifehiiry. 

Tliefe inflamed  tumours,  increaf- 
ing  in  magnitude  and  diftending  the 
parts,  feem  to  drag  the  collum  vefias 
and  adjacents  out  of  their  ekad 
fitiiation,  to  flretch,  or  violently 
afFe<5f  the  nervous  fibres,  orTurculi, 
&c.  of  thefe  very  fenfible  and  im- 
portant 
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concretions,  who  caii  be  certain  cf 
their  aftion  on  the  part  or  parts 
only  to  be  defiroyed?  will  they  not 
equally  aft  on  the  corpus  fpongio- 
fum? 

If  the  venereal  running  be  fud- 
denly  fupprefled  by  any  caufe,  arad 
fymptoms  of  ftrangmy,  dj-fui-y, 
ifdniry,  or  total  fiipprelfion  of 
urine  fliould  happen,  the  difehar^ 
ftiould  be  iminecliately  folkitcd  by 
a medicated  bougie. 

All  inflammations  of  the  nrethi’a, 
or  commencing  abfeefl'es,  from  fup- 
prefled difeharge,  may  be  thus  fome- 
timts  removed  if  the  method  be 
prafticable. 

It  happens  in  fome  very  violent 
inflammations  from  this  fource,  that 
neither  bougie  nor  catheter  can 
be  introduced,  without  great  force 
and  danger  to  rfae  patient;  in  which 
inftances,  large  bleedings  from  thfe 
arm,  powerful  antiphlogiftics.  Ca- 
thartics, pe&Lluvium,  and  univerfal 
warm  baths,  promptly  adminfeed 
and  rep^tjd,  are  firft  proper;  but 
if  thefe  Ibould  not  focceed,  and 
every  rarionai  method  of  relkf  fail, 
in  total  fuppreftion  of  urine,  ihi-ee 
operations  are  performed,,  accord- 
iiig  to  eircu'mftances : 

Putifture  in  the  perinsenrn.  ■ , 
1 Cl  forationof  the  bladder  through 
the  reftUm. 

Incifion  into  the  bladder  above' 
the  fyniphyfis  pubis. 

It  is  for  Ikilfiil  praftical  furgeons- 
to  determine  which  may  beahoft 
proper. 

In  cafes,  herein  the  urine-Jaaflis 
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portant  fundions,  fo  that  the  mofl 
excruciating  tortures  are  experi- 
enced. Therefiurr!,  blcddrr,  and 
urethra^  are  forced  into  a Violent 
commotion,  and  the  mifa-ies  of  the 
patient,  whiUl  the  foppuration  is 
farming  its  w.iy  outwardly,  are 
tnily  deplorable.  If  tl'is  be  not 
tile  cale  in  all,  yet  it  haj.'pens  irt 
many  inllancec.  The  art  of  foy- 
fery  cannot,  with  judgment,  give 
relief  until  the  matter  po'  -.?-.  alid  is 
perceived  externally  in  perinmo, 
&:c.  with  its  ufuai  concuun;eint  of 
fluftuation,  &c.  ^ 

if  tl-.c  urethra  efcane,  the  dantrer 
)s-Icfs;  the  cafe  I-.  more  painful 
xnd  troubleibir.e  than  dangerous: 
but  this  mull  be  always  underlfcod, 
in  proportion  as  k imj>eiies,  move 
or  lef?,  the  evacuatleu  of  urin:-, 
faxes,  &c.  and  as  it  may  be  at'wnu- 
ed  with  greater  or  lefs  pain,  ivc. 

J‘^  fon'iCtimes  happens  that 'gar. - 
grene  is  the  confequen;  e 'of  tlid'e' 
lamentable  aifeftion: ; ar.d  if  the 
pati.  nt  efcape  deatli,  aids  of  parts, 
E.re'atcr  or  Icfs,  follows. 

7.'he  remah's  o:  thefe  difdvrs 
are  hiUiloiis  ulcers  abot:!  the  anus 
and  pei'ina'un!,-  frcaj  which,  if 
they  communicate  with  the  iireth.ra, 
urine  frequently  idues,  occalioning 
ihv’  greatift  mifery,  fometimes  liini- 
kr  to  the  flrongeM  laboi’.r  pains ; 
tiemors,  groans,  cries,  and  lament- 
ations are  frcqiici.tly  I'.eard;  fo  that 
the  f'.'e.'ie  ot  accumiilmcd  mifery  is 
dreadful  to  the  feelings  of  every 
humane  beholder  of  thefe  frightful 
alHif^iohs,  » Sometin'.es  there  are 
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into  the  cellular  flruflure,  a bougie^ 
or  catheter  of  the  elaftic  gum,  fliould 
pafs  down  the  itrethra,  and  be  left 
ill  the  bladder,  that  the  urine  may 
iiTue  tlnaough  the  cathder,  if  this  be 
practicable;  biit  to  fonie  Very  irri- 
table patients  this  is  impoffible,  in 
which  inftance  the  art  of  furgery  is 
obliged  fometifnes  to  relinquitli  the 
true  Indtcation  of  cure,  and  fubmit 
Jm>  tfmtore  to  the  contraindication 
tl.ut  the  great  fenfibility  of  the  ure- 
t!;ui  and  difeafe  of  the  parts  demand. 
Tl'.efe  .are  trnly  calamitous  cafes; 
hnn-'d  m the  futfering  patient,  and 
extremely  difficult  to  the  mofi  /kil- 
fui  artiirs  infurgerv. 

By  patience,  humanity,  fcience, 
an  ! attention  to  circumftances, 
firrli  cafes  are  fometimes  conquer- 
able. 

W'i'.ea  tlie  abfeefs  has  formed,  it 
rmift  be  opened  as  early  as  poffible, 
for  delay  often  produces  imminent 
d iTvger  to  the  parts,  w'hich,  at  times, 
fc  m to  be  affecled  with  convulfive 
twitchrngs,  total  inability  to  urine, 
e xcept  in  exquifite  pain,  until  the 
n.atter  of  the  abfeefs  be  evacuated. 

When  the  urine  occupies  the 
co'f!'::  A'>n>igrofum  peuis,  perinaim, 
ferotum,  &c.  threatening  gangrene, 
all  tlie  reiuedies,  both  internal  and 
external,  for  mortification,  fiiould 
be  preferibed. 

Antifeptics,  in  the  form  of  fo- 
mentations, cataplafms  with  cam- 
.phor.  Sec.  bark,  vitriolated  zinc, 
vitriolic  acid,  and  opiates,  are  to  be 
adminiftered  in  defperate  cafes.  An 
adherence  to  found  praflice,  avoid- 
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three  or  four  openings  externally*  ing  all  novel  untried  projefts  ai:i 
from  which  the  urine  is  fiequently  experiments,  are  the  only  means  oj 
rribbliiiP  : and,  to  add  to  the  tragic  ' faring  the  genital  parts  or  the  ps- 

ticnt’s  life. 

The  accurate  and  fitilful  t?eat~ 
merit  of  -hilislous  ulcers  in  perina 
ano,  nr  adjacent  parts,  requires  a 
much  longer  confideration  than  tht 
lireviiy  of  the  prefent  work  admits. 

Fumigations  of  cinnabar,  fponge 
tents  properly  prepared,  the  tie- 
ftruftion  of  external  callofities  by 
caujTiat7n  cfiv>jJniralv.7n^  alteratives, 
intemally,  Jong  continued,  and  at- 
tention to  the  variety  of  eircum- 
ftances  accompanying  thefe  -dread- 
fiil  complaint.',  fucceed  in  curia? 
ur  greatly  relieving  the  mofi  defyf- 
ratc  cafes  j v.-hilft  large  inciiions,  or 

a t'iQ 

* A gentleman,  of  great  fortune  and  rerpeffability,  applied  to  the  k.t<r 
"NTi , John  Hunter  for  tlic  cure  of  a frefh-contratted  clap.  He  was  told  that 
the  running  fliould  have  its  eoutfcy  tor,  it  let  alone,  it  wouid  cutc  itfei^. 
The  confidence  of  the  patient  in  this  eccentric  furgeon,  induced  liim  to 
■negleit  any  mode  of  cure.  The  running,  fcalding,  &c.  were  difregarded 
for  many  months.  The  patient  then  applied  to  Mr.  Tomkins,  who  threw 
up  aftringent  injections ; as  I remember  the  fame  gentleman  did  to  aa 
officer  in  the  Guards,  which  had  nearly  coti;  him  his  life.  Infiamination  ci' 
llie  urctlrra,  profintc,  and  perinxum,  was  the  immediate  confequence.  Three 
fcparateablcefles  had  formed,  two  in  perin&o,  and  one  near  the  fide  of  the 
anus.  T he  urine  paiied  through  all  thefe  openings,  and  a fourth,  tliat  had 
formed  r.ot  long  before  1 firll  faw  this  truly  afflidted  patient.  Thellnufcs  cf . 
all  thefe  rifiulcus  ukers  ran  in  ditferent  diretfUons,  perhaps^to  one  commoa 
trunk,  which  alone  communicated  with  the  urinary  canal.  The  neck  of 
■tlie  bladder  was  lb  contracted,  either  by  the  prelTurc  of  indurated  fwellings, 
or  other  caufes,  tliat  it  was  witli  great  caution  and  difficulty  the  fniallefi. 
rized  bougie  could  pafs.  The  fymptoms  attending  the  cafe  were  terrible. 
Lveiy  ten  minutes  or  quarter  of  an  hour  the  patient  was  thrown  into  the 
greatefi  dread  and  agitation,  from  the  mofi  torturing  irritation,  occafioned 
by  the  efforts  of  the  ftimulatcd  bladder  to  void  the  urine.  Tremors, 
groans,  lamentable  ci^es,  dreadful  convulfions  and  diftortions  of  the  coun- 
tenance riii.i  of  the  vyhole  body,  and  alternate  pallor  and  floridity  in  the 
fate,  with  fiat  mg  eyes,  fiom  firainingtooveicome  the  urethral  impediments, 

were 


feeue,  the  neck  of  tlie  bladder  is  fo 
much  contraifed,  that  tult’uvr  bou- 
gie nor  catheter  can  ptifs  wirimut 
more  force  than  prudent  jjrattice 
rnay  permit. 

Such  Itave  been  the  conrequences 
of  fuflering  claps  to  cure  them- 
felves,  by  leaving  them  to  nature : 
fuch  have  been  the  efietffs  of  im- 
prudent aftringent  and  fedativc  in- 
jections. Though  I have  no  incli- 
nation to  write  cafos,  but  rather  to 
give  the  refult  -of  a very  long  expe- 
Ticncc;  yet  the  anne.xcd  cafe  may 
not  here  be  improper,  as  a warning 
to  young  praiStitioners  *.  If  cafe- 

writing 
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AffeSf'mt,  ^C. 
were  rtiy  objecfi:,  I could 
give  a folio  volume  of  various  dif- 
afiers,  happening  from  thofe  rafh 

pfadtices^ 


Remedies  and  Treatment. 
d too  free  ufe  of  the  knife.,  have 
frequently  led  thepatient  to  a linger- 
ing and  painful  diflblution. 

It 


were  almoflconlfant.  The  reftum  was  frequently  drawn  up  with  great  force, 
with  tenefmus  or  frequent  dehre  of  going  to  ftool.  Many  external  and  vifiblc 
appearances  demondrated  the  racking  tortures  experienced  internally  by  tlie 
anfortunate  patient.  Surgeons  of  thefirft  eminence  for  ikill  and  probity  had 
been  confulted;  and  it  was  feldom,  with  repeated  trials,  that  the  fmalleft 
catheter  or  bougie  could  be  palTed  through  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  fo  con. 
trafled  was  the  canal  in  that  part.  W^hdn  the  urine  dribbled  through  tlie 
finuous  fiilulous  ulcers,  it  was  mixed  with  purulent  matter,  and  what 
little  made  its  exit  through  the  contradled  urethra  had  the  fame  appearance. 
Such  was  the  miferable  fituation  of  the  patient ; and  all  thefe  dreadful  fymp- 
tomswere  frequently  accompanied  with  naufea  or  vomitings,  cold  fhiver- 
ings,  and  frequent  fymptomatic  fever.  The  patient  was  nearly  exhauded 
by  watchings,  anxiety,  grief,  pain,  and  defpair.  Under  thefe  circumdancei 
1 was  confulted  by  a refpedlable  medical  gentleman  in  attendance;  who 
had  feen,  in  a very  bad  cafe  of  fidulons  ulcers  about  the  anus,  the  fuccefs 
©f  fumigations,  medicated  fponge  tents,  and  plluias  alterantes  fortiores,  &c. 
recommended  by  me,  and  which  the  fame  gentleman  condefeended  to 
ftridtly  pirrfue  in  the  prefent  cafe ; for  w’ithout  fiich  implicit  acquiefcence 
nothing  can  be  expedled  ii>  fuch  defperaite  Cafes. 

From  the  confideration  of  this  truly  deplorable  cafe,  in  every  point  of 
viewy  it  occurred  that  tlie  following  indications  of  cure  were  nio/t  rational : 

1.  To  alleviate  the  mod  preding  fymptoms  by  mucilaginous  preparations, 
anodyne  clyders,  opiates,  and  demulcent,  innocent,  mild  diet. 

2.  To  attempt  the  deterging,  incarning,  and  cicatriling  fome  of  the 
fidiilous  ulcers  by.  fponge  tents,  on  which  was  rubbed  hjdrargynts  nittatus 
iuber,  finely  levigated. 

3.  To  endeavour  to  foften  the  furrounding  callofities,  and  to  reduce  the 
Mlcers  to  a fimpler  and  more  healing  date,  by  cinnabarine  funiigationsj  ap- 
plied to  the  perinaeiim  and  orifice  of  the  anus,  mane  et  node,  conveyed  by 
<hefimple  fumigating  machine  already  mentioned, 

j^midd  all  this  mil'ery,  thefe  plans  were  mod  judicioufly  executed  by  the 
attending  gentleman;  and,  by  pcrfevefance,  two  of  the  ulcers  were,  in, 
the  Gourfe  of  about  two  months,  deterged,  incarned,  and  cicatrifed.  The 
third  was.  m a very  favourable  date,  and  all  the  fymptoms  were  greatly 
mitigated.  One  of  thcfidulous  ulcers  I thought  it  would  be  mod  prudent  not 
to  attempt  the  cure  of,  were  it  pradiicable,  led,  in  the  very  contracted  date 
of  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  a total  fnppredlon  of  urine  might  have  been  tJie 
confcqiience,  mortification,  and  death.  At  this  time  tlie  genileman  was 
defirpus  of  being  removed  into  the  country,  to  be  under  the  care  of  a praCti- 
tioiief  In  whom  he  placed  great  confidence,  and  to  whom  I communicated 
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praftices,  which  the  moft  learned  , 
have  ever  reprobated. 

To  the  cafe  already  recited,  ano- 
ther may  be  added,  where  an  aftrin- 
genf  injeftion  produced  horrid  fymp- 
toms,  and  proved  fatal  to  a medical 
practitioner,  who  applied  that  re- 
medy in  hopes  of  a rapid  cure,  for 
the  purpofe  of  concealing  a go- 
norrhoea; but  the  practice  brought 
the  unfortunate  patient  to  an  un- 
timely grave 


Remedies  and  Treatment . 

It  will  be  neceflary  to  remark, 
that  furgeons  in  gei\eral  kem  to 
know  very  little  of  the  excellent 
and  manifold  ufes  of  fponge  tents 
united  to  proper  medicaments,  cin- 
nabarine  fumigations,  and  fome 
other  important  practices  in  the 
cure  of  fiftulous,  venereal,  and 
cancerous  ulcers. 

Extraordinary  cures  are  often 
performed  by  a complete  fcience  of 
thefe  mild  auxiliaries,  however  they 
may  militate  againft  preconceived 
opinions  and  prejudices. 

THE 


every  idea  that  I could  fugged  for  his  benefit.  The  cafe,,  as  may  be  eafily 
feen  by  experienced  practitioners,  was  not  perfectly  curable;  but  a great 
part  of  the  mod  violent  fymptoms  were  much  mitigated,  and,  with  fome 
inconveniences,  a life  has  been  prelerved  for  about  four  years  or  more, 
fmee  I gave  my  directions  to  the  country  practitioner. 

* A young  married  medical  gentleman,  in  my  neighbourhood,  having 
contracted  a gonorrhoea,  and  widiing  to  conceal  the  diforder  from  his  wife, 
took  the  refolution  of  iifingan  adringent  injeClion. 

In  a fliort  time  the  mod  painful  fenfations  were  experienced  in  the 'urethra, 
which,  he  exprelfed,  was  like  a flame  of  fire  burning  the  paflage  of  urine. 
Soon  after  fiicCeeded  dreadful  agonies,  and  the  patient  called  up  the  medical 
gentleman  with  whom  he  refidcd,  my  mod  intimate  friend,  declaring  em- 
phatically, that  if  he  had  been  fearified,  peppered,  failed,  and  then  broiled 
on  a gridiron,  he  dioiild  not  f id'er  half  fo  much  mifery  as  he  tiien  felt  I 

Surgeons  of  the  fird  eminence  were  foon  confulted,  and  no  exertions  that 
art  or  luimanity  could  fugged  were  omitted;  but  tlie  patient  fuffered  the 
mod  friglufiil  tortures.  The  urine  was  drawn  off,  a few  days,  with  great 
pain  and  difficulty.  Mifery  dicceeded  mifery.  .^flthing  was  heard  but 
dreadful,  yet  unavailing  lamentations.  A total  fuppreflion  of  urine,  cold 
fliiverings,  the  concomitant  of  abfeefs  forming,  the  mod  painful  fymptoms, 
willi  a condant  cdbrt  to  urine,  without  effeCl : Ihrieks,‘-groans,  tremors, 
and  the  mod  prefling  tortures,  and  cold  fweats,  convulfiSns^j'^'^ind  faintings, 
were  foon  fiicceeded  by  the  greated  favourer  of  fuch  calamity,  death. 

The  unfortunate  patient  prayed  fervently  for  afpeedy  dilTolution,  wltilft 
lie  retained  his  recolleClion. 

The  excellent  furgeon,  the  late  Mr.  Pcrcival  Pott,  was  called,  and  with 
his  iifual  quicknfcfs,  penetration,  prefcicncc,  and  ju<lgnjent,  declafad  the 
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^HE  compofition  of  Mr.  Daran’s  bougies,  unguents,  See. 

fhall  be  delivered  in  the  original  language  of  the  author,  by 
tvhich  it  will  evidently  appear,  that  this  great  furgeon,  for  the 
cure  of  ftri^lures  of  the  urethra,  did  not  depend  on  nrere  dila- 
tation of  the  urinary  canal  \ but  on  medicated  bougies,  capable  of 
ailing  on  the  urethral  membranes,  mucal  glands,  produitive  of  a 
difeharge  that  gradually  removed  thoufands  of  ftriilures.  The 
joint  teftimonies  in  favour  of  Mr.  Daran’s  bougies  are  not  from 
obfeUre  medical  and  chirurgical  prailitioners ; but  from  many  of 
the  moft  eminent  furgeons  and  phyficians  that  have  flouriflied 
for  thefc  laft  fixty  years,  in  Italy,  France,  England,  and  every 
part  of  Europe,  and  even  in  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies,  America, 
&c.  Princes,  men  of  the  firft  rank,  merchants,  and  inferiors  of 
every  denomination,  have  experienced  the  fuperior  efficacy  of 
M.  Daran’s  (kill  in  thofe  cafes,  teftified  by  the  warmeft  ex- 
preffions  of  gratitude.  Proofs  fo  numerous  and  interefting, 
cafes  fo  decidedly  difficult,  that  had  refifted  all  other  previous 
attempts  to^cure,  leave  the  high  reputation  of  the  inventor  above 
the  reach  of  malevolence  and  detradlion.  It  only  remains  for 
humane  furgeons  to  imitate  this  author  and  alleviator  of  inexpref- 
fible  mifery,  and  to  endeavour,  by  ohfervation  and  attention  to 
caufes  and  effe<Sls,  to  acquire,  by  fuccefsful  experience,  an  honour- 
able fame,  fimilar  to  that  which  the  celebrated  M.  Daran  fo  juftly 
merited.  Juft  notions  of  the  difeafes  and  remedies  will  certainly, 
above  all  other  means,  chafe  from  the  art  of  furgery  the  dreadful 
application  of  cauftic  bougies,  which  has  lately  fo  infatuated 
many  credulous  furgeons,  who  are  refpetftable  in  moft  other  rc- 
fpe^ls. 

cafe  to  be  abfcelTed  proHate,  &c.  from  the  injeaion,  and  tliat  it  would 
prove  fatal  i nor  would  all  the  powers  of  medicine  or  furgciy  avert  tlie  fatal 
blow.  This  prediction  was  foon  verified,  and  dilleCtion  pojl  mortem  thowed 
ulcer,  tumour,  and  mortification  of  the  neck,  of  the  bladdei  and  adjacent 

parts,  &c,  &CC. 

A variety  of  fuch  cafes  might  be  produced;  but  this  being  a (hiking 
inllanccof  an  uleful  life  being  evidently  loll  by  the  application  of  allringents 
to  produce  a fpcedy  cure ; it  is  hoped  it  may  have  a proper  weight,  aud 
deter  future  practitioners  from  the  admiltion  of  fuch  dellruCtivc  practices. 

CO^' 


) Composition  des  remedes  employes  par  m.  daran  oanS 
i LES  MALADIES  DE  l’uRETHRE. 

LES  BOUGIES. 


On  en  diflingue  de  trois  fortes : les 

Preparation  des  Jirentieres  Bougies. 

II  faut  prendre  des  feuilles  de 
cigue,  de  nicotiane,  de  lotier  odo* 
rant,  ou  trefFe  mnfque,  de  fieurs 
et  feuilles  de  mille  pertuis,  une 
grande  poignee  de  cliacune,  cou- 
jices,  menues  et  hachces.  Les  mettre 
dans  un  chaiidron  avec  tlix  livres 
d’huile  de  noix.  Ajoutez  luie  livre, 
de  fiente  de  brebis  feche ; pofez  le 
chaudron  fur  un  feu  modere,  et 
faites  bien  cuire  ces  plantes  jufqu’i 
ce  qu’elles  foient  comme  riiToIcesj 
paflez  enfuile  le  rout  a travers  un 
linge  avec  une  forte  expreffion. 
Remettez  I’huile  dans  le  chaudron 
bien  nettoyc  fur  I'e  feu;  mefez  y 
trois  livres  de  faindoux  et  trois 
livres  de  fuif  de  inouton ; et  lorfque 
tout  eft  bien  fondu  et  bien  cbaud 
ajoutez-y  pen-a  peu  huit  livres  de 
litarge  en  poudre  bien  fine,  en 
remuant  toujours  avec  une  palette- 
de  bois,  pour  que  le  Htarge  ne 
s’attache  pas  au  fond  du  chaudron; 
laiftez  bouillir  le  tout  a petit  feu 
pendant  une  heure;  apres  quoi 
vous  y ajouterez  encore  deux  livres 
decirejaune;  et  vous  continuerez 
a faire  bouillir  jufquh'i  ce  que  la 
matiere  fojt  d’une  bonne  confif- 
lance  * : alors  vous  y trempcrez  de 


groffes,  les  moyennes,  et  les  pefites. 

la  toile  a demi  ufee,  de  huit  pouces 
de  large  fur  trente  fix  de  long,  tt 
vous  en  couperez  de  petites  bandes 
en  languettes,  longues  de  fcpt 
pouces;  mais  plus,  ou  moins  large, 
fuivant  la  grofteur  des  bougies  que 
vous  voulez  faire.  Une  ligne  de 
largeur  donnera  les  bougies  les  plus 
fines,  et  ainfi  de  ligne  en  ligne  juf- 
qu’ii  quatre,  qui  font  les  plus  groffes, 
ayant  toujours  egard  a repailfeur  de 
la  toile. 

Vous  raclerez  les  petites  bandes 
avec  le  dos  d’un  couteau  pour  les 
rendre  bien  unies  et  bien  Iifles| 
vous  les  plierez  fous  vos  doigts 
comme  un  ourlet;  et  vous  les  rour 
lerez  fur  une  table  bien  unie  avPo 
une  tablette  de  bois  dur  d’un  demi 
piedde  long,  large  de  quatre  pouces, 
et  d’un  demi -ponce  d’epaiftetir, 
jufqu’a  ce  qu’elles  foient  bien 
unies ; de  forte  qu’en  les  paftant 
entre  les  doigts  ou  ne  fente  aucunje 
inegalitc.  Elies  doiveut  etre  plus 
minces  d’un  bout  que  de  I’autre, 
allant  toujours  endiminuant;  et 
faut  que  le  petit  bout  foit  arvondi, 
de  fa^on  qu’sn  I’appllqviant  fur  la. 
joue  il  ne  pique  point;  aiors  les 
bougies  font  faites,  et  on  les  garde 
etendues  et  feparees fur  une  plaiiche. 


♦ Heft  trSs-e(Tentiel  qii’elle  nc  foit  ni  trop  feche,  ni  trop  molle:  trop 
feche,  la  bougie  Ce  cafferolt  et  blefteroit  le  malade;  trop  iiioftCi  ellq  fc  rc- 
plieroit  fur  elle-nieme,  et  cntrcroit  diflieilemf-Rt. 


( I 

jufqu’a  ce  qu’clles  folent  aflez 
, feches  pour  ne  pas  fe  collar  I’uue 
contre  1’  autre. 

Preparation  des  Jecondes^  ou  moyennes 
Bougies. 

Prenez  une  partie  de  la  compo- 
fipcn  cjont  il  a etc  parle  ci-delTus, 
et  deux  parties  de  cire  jaune,  faites 
les  fondre  enfemble,  en  remuant 
toujours,  Quand  le  tout  eft  bouil- 
lant  _trempez-y  votre  toile  comme 
aux  premieres  bougies;  et  coupez 
la  en  petites  bandes  pour  en  former 
des  bougies  moyennes. 

Preparation  des  troijiemes^  ou  petites 
Boug  ies. 

II  faut  prendre  une  partie  de  la 
premiere  compofition  et  quatre 
parties  de  cire  jaune ; et  pour  tout 
le  refte,  faire  de  meme  qu’aux 
premieres  et  fecondes  bougies. 

ONGUENT  ANTIGOKOREHIQUE 
POUR  OINDRE  LES  BOUGIES  DE 
LA  PREMIERE  ESI’ECE,  QUAND 
ON  VEUT  EN  FAIRE  USAGE. 

Get  onguent  eft  compofe  de 
quatre  onces  de  baume  de  copahu 
et  de  deux  onces  d’emplatre  dedia- 
palme  fondu  au  feu  dans  le  baume. 
Enfuite  il  faut  y ajouter  une  once 
de  ftente  de  brebis  bieu  fine,  jiafitie 
par  un  tamis,  qtie  voirs  melerez 
bien  avec  une  fpatule,  jufqu’il  ce 
que  la  matiere  foit  refroidie.  • 

Les  autres  bougies  fe  frotteront 
avec  de  I’huile  feulement  pour  fa- 
ciliter  leur  Introdudlion  fans  quoi 
dies  n’entreroient  que  ^ifticilcment 
et  avec  doulcur. 
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Prejiaration  des  Pilules  antivene- 
riennes  qu' on  fait  jireeidre  aux  Ma~ 
lades  quand  les  Bougies  entrent 
aifc'me?it,  et  que  les  Obfiacles  font 
leves. 

Prenez  du  mercure  doux, 

de  la  poudre  de  jalr.p, 

de  I’efcamonee, 

— ;; — de  la  gomme  de  gayac, 
De  chacune  de  ces  drogues  une 
once;  faites  en  une  mafte  avec  ce 
qu’il  faut  de  firop  de  rofe  folmif; 
et  formez  en  des  pilules  de  cinq 
grains  chacune,  que  les  malades 
prendront  tons  les  jours  a la  dofe 
de  deux  ou  trois  pilules  le  foir  en 
fe  couchant  ou  le  matin  en  fe  le- 
vant ; li  le  malade  doit  etre  purge, 
il  en  prendra  cinq  a fix  fuivant  les 
indications  et  les  temperamens. 

A I’egard  des  ptifannes,  elles 
doivent  dre  adouciflantes  el  emo- 
lientes,  legerement  aperatives,  pre- 
parees  avec  des  fleurs  de  guimauve, 
de  bouillon  blane,  de  pas  d’ane, 
d’hypercon,  etde  feuilles  de  mauve, 
de  jaarietaire  et  autres,  toujours 
avec  quelques  grains  de  nitre  puri- 
fic ; le  tout  fuivant  les  circonftances 
ou  fe  trouve  le  malade. 

A la  fin  du  traitement,  on  prend 
des  eaux  minerales  ferrugineufes 
pendant  huit  a dix  jours,  a la  dofe 
de  deux,  trois,  quatre  livres  dans 
une  heure  et  demie;  felon  la  qua- 
lite  des  eaux.  C’eft  I’ufage  qui  con- 
duit dans  ce  cas  la  le  mcdecin  et  le 
malade. 

Thefc  outlines  of  M.  Damn’s 
practice  will  enable  prafHtioners, 
not  prepoflefTed  in  favour  of  cauftic 

bougies, 
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bougies,  fo  cniel  in -their  applica- 
tion and  fo  uncertain  in  their  con- 
fcquence^,  to  adopt  thefe  mild 
modes  of  cure,  which  have  been 
attended  with  every  advantage, 
without  the  rifle  of  the  patient’s  life, 
or  the  produdion  of  more  mifery 
than  was  experienced  by  the  ftric- 
tures.  ,■ 

SPONGE  teNt^. 

As  fponge  tents  have  been  much 
Tieglefted  in  England,  and  the  freeft 
ufe  of  the  knife  adopted  in  their 
ftead,  in  many  cafes  of  fiftulous 
finuous  ulcers,  gun-fliot  wounds, 
and  in  all  cafes  wherein  counter- 
openings  arc  to  be  preferved  to 
promote  a difeharge  to  dependent 
parts,  or  to  foften  callofities  in  ex- 
ternal openings  of  finuous  ulcers, 
&c.  &c.  it  may  be  neceifary  to 
obferve,  that  they  are  prepared  in 
the  following  manner ; 

Fine  pieces  of  fponge  are  to  be 
firft  dried,  then  they  are  to  be 
dipped  in  an  unguent,  conipofed  of 
one  third  oil  and  two  thirds  yellow 
wax;  or,  if  required  fofter,  equal 
parts  of  oil  and  wax  may  be  ufed. 
As  the  fponge,  thus  dipped,  cools, 
it  is  to  be  placed  in  a prefs,  or 
covered  by  a heavy  weight  between 


two  boards,  and  fuffered  to.  cool. 
When  ufed,  the  fponge  thus  pre- 
pared is  to  be  cut  according  to  the 
lize  of  the  part  for  which  it  is  to  be 
ufed,  and  fecured  with  thread  or 
filk,  left  when  fwelled  and  dilating 
the  finus  of  any  ulcer.  See.  it 
would  vvidi  difficulty  be  extrafted. 

The  medicaments  to  be  ufed  on. 
the  prepared  fponge  are  hydmrgyrus 
nitratus  rul>er,  piilvis  Jabinee,  or 
antimonium  taytarijafuniy  according 
to  the  purpofes  for  which  they  may  • 
be  applied. 

In  all  cafes  wherein  only  dilata- 
tion of  the  ftnus  is  the  objedl,  the 
fponge  tent  alone  vvillanfwerevery^ 
purpofe. 

It  fliould  be  recollefted,  that 
any  cure  effected  by  fponge  tents, 
requires  patience  and  perfeverance; 
or  no  curative  effe£ls  need  be  ex- 
pefted.  The  knife  may  be  more 
rapid  in  removing  many  difeafed 
parts  but  it  is  more  cruel  than  the 
application  of  fponge  tents.  Sur- 
gery ftiould  adopt  the  mildeft  modes 
of  treatment,  wherever  tliey  may 
be  practicable.  Thofe  v/ho  cure 
patients  without  cruel  operations  are 
to  be  preferred  to  thofe,  who  in. 
inoft  cafes,  however  trivial,  have 
reccurfe  to  the  deftrudtive  fcalpel  *■. 


• "When  firft  I entered  into  the  profeftioii,  and  many  years  afterwards, 
it  was  the  fafliion  to  make  large  iiicifions  in  molt  cafes,  to  cut  out  pieces  of 
the  integuments  and  difeafed  parts  in  abfedfes,  buboes,  &c.  and  to  dilate 
cruelly  in  gun-ftiot  wounds.  Sometimes  large  openings  may  be  neceflary, 
but  in  general  not ; and  the  furgeon  who  well  comprehends  the  ufe  of  the 
feton,  or  Richter’s  acus  celatus,  will  perform  wonderful  cures,  frequently, 
without  many  of  thofe  barbarous  methods,  which,  to  the  honour  of  the 
prefent  moft  excellent  artifts,  are  daily  meliorating,  except  in  urethral 
ftri^lurcs. 
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ON  THE  PRETENDED  RADICAL  CURE  OF  THE  FOREGOING 
AFFECTIONS  OF  THE  URETHRA  BY  CAUSTIC  BOUGIES; 
WITH  THE  DANGEROUS  AND  FATAL  CONSEQUENCES  OR 
THE  PRACTICE. 

medical  dciufion,  that  has  the  air  of  novelty,  however 
irrational  in  principle,  or  deflru(5live  in  confe<juences,  is 
fure  of  obtaining  temporary  admiration  ; not  only  from  a certain 
clafs  in  the  profelTion,  but  from  the  credulous  and  uninformecf 
part  of  mankind  in  general.  The  former,  as  they  Ihould  know 
better,  are  inexcufable,  and  deferve  fevere  cenfure ; the  latter, 
as  their  errors  arife  from  an  ignorance  in  the  art,  merit  pity  and 
commiferation. 

Amongft  many  wild  projedors  of  the  prefent  day,  none  have 
produced  more  mifchief  than  the  patronifers  and  prailifers  of 
caujiicated  bougies.  The  revival  of  this  barbarous  praftice  has 
been  lately  affirmed  without  hehtation,  as  a new  invention ; the 
grand  invention  and  improvement  of  the  late  Mr.  John  Hunter. 
This  affiertion  is  the  reverfe  of  truth,  as  will  clearly  be  proved  by 
extra£ls  from,  the  writings  of  Ambrofe  Pare  and  different  au- 
thors, for  above  two  centuries.  The  fevere  animadverfions  that 
will  appear  on  the  fubjedl  from  the  moft  famous  practical  fur- 
geons,  and  the  moft  unequivocal  proofs  of  the  devaftation  and 
deftrudlion  of  caurtic  bougies  applied  to  the  urethra,  it  is  pre- 
fiKTied,  will  deter* all,  but  the  proud,  conceited,  and  obftinate, 
from  ever  repeating  thofe  adls  of  cruelty. — Humanum  ejl  ervare  ? 
Jed  in  error e perjeverare  diabolicum. — They  have  brought  an  in- 
delible difgrace  on  that  art,  which  fhould  be  always  exercifed,  as 
much  as  poffible,  in  the  warmeft  a«Sls  of  benevolence  and  hu- 
manity, inftead  of  rafti  and  wanton  barbarity.  The  claim  of  the 
invention  will  not  be  eagerly  difputed,  when  the  manifold  miferies 
refulting  from  it  are  well  known.  It  will  not  be  the  ambitious 
cities  of  Greece  wrangling  for  the  honour  of  having  given  birth 
to  Homer;  but  quite  a different  fame  muft  the  vain-glorious 
boafters  adopt — the  fame  of  that  monfter  who,  fooner  than  not 
appear  fingular  for  forae  great,  extravagant,  and  wicked  deed, 
bred  the  temple  of  Ephefus,  aiid  expired  amidft  the  flames  of  his 
own  creation,  leaving  a deteftablc  reputation  umvcifally  ci^e-* 
crated  by  all  pofterity. 

1 AUTHORS 
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authors  TRODUCED  on  tAUSTIC  OR  CORROSIVE  ARTEIC  A TIONSf 

Ambrose  Pa  rL— This  eminent  praAitioner  believes  that  obftrudions 
in  the  urethra  were  occafioned  by  a fungus  remaining  after  ulceration 
from  gonorrhoea.  Vide  lib.  xviii.  cap.  xii.  “ His  ut  et  reliquis  ulceribus, 
accrefcit  aliquando  caro  fuperflua,  quae  faepe  impedimento  eft  quo  minus 
femen  ct  urinae  prieterlabi  et  diffluere  folita  et  communi  fibi  via  po flint, 
unde  multorum  malorum  origo,  &c.”  He  recommends  equal  parts  of 
brandy  and  vinegar  to  be  poured  on  an  heated  ftone  placed  in  a machine 
(like  a calk),  on  which  the  patient  is  fcated,  fo  that  the  vapour  may 
afeend  to  the -perinaeum,  penis,  &c.  rubbing  the  affefted  parts  with  an 
emollient  liniment  and  cataplafm;  but  if  there  be  fufpicion  of  a venereal 
taint,  he  recommends  the  ufual  remedies  for  that  difeafe,  applying  alfo  a 
mercurial  ointment  to  the  perinaeum  and  penis,  a bottle  of  warm  waiter, 
or  an  heated  brick  covered  with  cloths,  over  which  a mixture  of  brandy 
and  vinegar  is  fprinkled,  and  fays,  “ Remollitae  fic  carunculae  remediis 
convenientibus  funt  confumenda;.”  If  there  be  no  difeharge,  a hollow 
catheter  is  to  be  introduced,  through  which  a rough-pointed  wire  is 
made  to  pafs;  by  this  inftrument  thefurface  of  the  obftrmftion  is  rubbed 
off:  a detergent  powder,  compofed  of  pul.  fabinae,  ochre,  antimony, 
and^  tutty ; or  a plafter,  with  alum,  verdegris,  auripigmentum,  and 
diachylon,  is  to  be  put  on  the  end  of  a candela  (bougie),  applied  to  the 
pan,  and  continued  till  the  urine  flows  in  a full  ftream ; a ferrugineous 
aftringent  injetlioa,  or  a bougie  covered  with  deficcative  ointmait,  is 
then  ufed  until  the  ulceration  be  perfectly  healed. 

Alfonsus  Ferrius,  a Neapolitan,  who  wrote  about  the  year  1537, 
De  Cam ncula  five  Callo,  recommends  emollient  inje<ftions  and  liniments 
as  preparatives ; afterwanls  he  fays,  “ Convenit  inter  medicae  rei  pro- 
feffores  carunculam  hanc  fponte  natur.'e  nullo  mddo,  milloque  tempore 
fanari  pofle  nifi  beneficio  artis  adjuvetur:  natura:  enim  fponte  augetur 
potius  quam  ulla  ejus  diminutio  fiat,  &c.”  After  the  ufe  of  injedtion 
and  liniments,  a bougie  (candelula),  par/lj  covered,  fmeared  with  a 
proper  ointment,  is  to  be  introduced  ; he  obferves,  “ Sed  illud  pits 
oculis  ftm|'>er  eft  habendum,  ne  crodentia  mcdlcamcnta  liquida,  nut  lenia 
unquam  imnnttantur ; majus  cnim  detrimentum  quam  adjumentum  fanis 
locis  atque  adjacentibus  feqiieretur ; adco  etenim  urinarii  meatCis  tenella 
fubftantia  eft;  ut  moleftiora  medicamenta  qualia  erodentia  ferre  non 
poflit,”  &c.  *■ 

* We  find  this  anatomift  and  furgeon  condemning  the  ufe  of  cfcharotics 
to  the  urethra,  fq  early  as  1537  ; confequently  cauftics  mult  have  been  ufed 
before  that  time. 
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He  divided  tiTe  remedies  into  three  clafles,  mild,  Wronger,  and 
ftrongeft:  amongft  the  firft  are  alum  and  pomegranate-fhell  united  with  a 
cerate  of  cerufTe,  or  di^^ylon  : amongft  the  remedies  of  the  fecoud  order 
are  found  juice  of  fquill,  &c.  &c.  f 

During  the  difcharge  of  pus,  after  the  application  of  thefe  remedies, 
he  recommends  an  emollient  or  detergent  lotion,  and  obferves,  “ Sunt 
qui  in  hifee  lotionibus  ad  cxtiemum  remedium  argentum  vivum  mcrtificntutn 
diffolvant.  ‘ Quo,  internis  prrecipue  partibiis,  me  judice,  ft  ullo  alio 
‘ modo  fieri  poflit  omnino  abftinendum  eft.’ — In  declinatione  item  can- 
dela aut  plumbeum  fpecillum  aliquo  unguento-  conglutinante  aut  cica- 
tricem  inducente  immittendum  eft:  veluti  unguento  de  minio,  de 
lithargyrio,  plumbo,”  See.  * 

Forestus,  one  of  the  greateft  praeftitioners  in  Europe,  who  was  fent 
for  to  Leyden,  and  was  firft  public  profeflbr,  in  his  Praxis  Medicinm, 
judicioufiy  recommends  for  «n/cr  urlnre^  laxatives,  emollient  and  diuretic 
deco(ftIonsj  refrigerants,  and  fometimes  venmfedlion. 

To  remove  excrefcencies.  in  the  urethra,  he  advifes  candelulre  cerre 
(bougies'),  with  efeharotic  and  deterfive  ointments  of  verdegris,  auripig- 
mentum,  alum,  Sec.  And  to  the  fifiula  in  perinaao,  deterfive  lotions  are 
to  beapp  ied.  This  great  man,  who  was  a much  better  phyfician  than 
furgeon,  liberated  the  people  at  Delft  from  the  plague.  He  was  born  1522, 
and  died  i597i  During  his  life  he  was  one  of  the  brighteft  ornaments 
of  the  profeffion  ; he  lived  efteemed,  and  died  imiverfally  regretted. 

ScuLTETus. — In  the  Armentarium  Chirurgireof  Scultetus,  publiflied 
near  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago,  are  feen  plates  of  the  various 
inftrimients  until  that  time  iifed  in  every  operation  of  furgery. 
Tabula  40.  fig.  V.  an  iaftrument  ufed  to  apply  remedies  to  obftruftions 

f Auripigmentiim,  or  yellow  arfenic,  is  a very  fliarp  cauftic,  and  is  the 
principal  ingredient  in  Plunket’s  caullic  for  deftroying  cancerous  indura- 
tions, &c.  : it  is  very  potent' as  an  ekliarotic. 

• Tliis  great  man,  teacher  of  anatomy  at  Rome,  firll  furgeon  to  Pope 
Paul  III.  who  was  elected  1534,  publilhed  De  Ligni  Samili  multiplici 
Medicina  et  Vini  Exhibitione  Libri  IV.  Bafileae  153S.  The  above  extradt 
is  taken  from  another  of  his  books,  entitled,  De  Carunculil  five  Callo-, 
The  following  extradt  is  taken  from  Dizionario  Storicu  della  Medicina. 

“ Ferro  (Alfonfo)  Najiolitano.  Dottor  delle  arti  e della  medicina.  In- 
fegnb  nella  fua  patria  la  cirugia  ; alcuni  dicono  ancora,  che  la  efercitalfc  di 
poi  in  Roma,  in  quafita  di  primo  ccrufico  di  Paolo  terzo  Sovrano  Pontifitc 
cletto  ncl  j 534.  Peraltro,  Alfonfo  h'erro  fu  dotato  di  uiia  mente  penctrantc 
e fi  era  dato  tutto  alio  tludio  delle  buonc  lettere  e della  medicina.  In  Roma 
efercitb  la  natomia  e con  molto  plaufo  la  infegnb  ncl  pubblico  Liceo  Romano ; 
vede  Mendofio  in  Vilis  Archiatr,  Pontif.'* 

In 
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U)  the  urethra.  “ Non  raro  caruncula  ex  ulcere  in  nieatu  uriudrio  oritur 
atque  ita  interdum  augetur,  ut  \irinam  fupprimat.  Htec  manual!  opere 
et  idoneis  medicamentis  extirpatur,  qiias  erodendi  vim  obtinent ; ne 
tamen  aliae  partes  quam  fola  caruncula  in  meatu  erodantur,  urinave 
medicamenta  applicita  profluens  eluat.  Hieron  Fabricius  ab  x4quajie7identc 
excogitayit  inftrumentum,  cujus  beneficio  nihil  nifi  caruncula  exedityr, 
prohibeturque  ne  medicamentum  carunculas  admotujf!  ab  urina,  qute 
.faspius  excprnitur,  elui  pollit.  Fit  autem  cannula  (vide  tabulam)  G ex 
linteo,  cera  alba  obliiiito  (longitudine  digiti  tranrverii  et  latitudine  ea  ut 
aequet  argenteiim  catheterem  I)  quae  filum  longum  habeal  appenfum, 
Ha2C  cannula,  prius  tamen  extra  idoneo  rnedicamento  oblita  fit  ut, 

R Mell.  inciner.  ufii,  ‘ ' 

Tutiae  praep. 

Butyri  recent,  in  aq.  plantag.  loti, 

Terebinth.  fimiliterJot^e, 

Cerae  flavce  ana 
Aluminis  ufU  5(b- 

M.  f.  liniinentuin ; quod  crebra  experjentia  tefle,  carijnculas  meatus 
prinarii  ablquc  dolore  et  fanarum  partium  excoriatione  confumit.  Q^iidanl 
experimentum  Rochi  Cervieri  fummis  laudibus  extoliunt. 

R Pnlv.  J viv. 

Merc,  praecipit. 

^ Viridis  seris, 

Antim.  crud.  ana  5>ij> 

Cera;  aibae  §j. 

Mifce  in  mortario  plumbeo  ad  formam  unguenti.  Cannula  igitiir  niedl- 
camentorum  uno  oblinita,  flylo  extra  fitlulam  argenteam  prominenti  II  (vide 
tab.)  adaptetur,  atque  una  cum  argentea  fillula  et  ttylo  in  urinarium  cana- 
Jem  immittatur,  donee  occurrat  carunculae,  et  cum  j.am  ell  in  loco  carunculte 
argentea  fifiiila  cum  f'uo  flylo  rctrahatur,  cannula  verb,  ex  linteo  cffiA 
indutlo  parata  et  immiflTa,  relinquatur  in  meatu,  ut  per  earn  urina  excerna- 
Uir,  qua:  fimul  proliibet  ne  medicamentum  caruncula;  adnwtum  ab  urina 
clui  poflit.'’ 

WtsEMAN. — This  author,  vi'hen  treating  of  the  ill  confequences  of  a 
gonorrhoea,  mentions  obfirudl-ions  in  the  urethra,  for  the  cure  of  which 
he  recommends  laxatives,  a cooling  regimen,  and  wax  candles  (bouoies), 
&c.  the  ends  of  which  have  a fmall  quantity  of  plafter,  compofed  pf 
verdegris,  auripigmentum,  alum,  See.  endeavouring  to  pafs  the  obftruc- 
fion:  occafionally  fomentations  and  emollient  liniments  to  the  perindeum.- 

* It  may  be  obferved,  that  obflruflions  in  the  urethra,  for  above  one 
liundrcd  years,  were  fuppofed  to  arife  from  flefliy  excrefcences  j but  difie^'- 
tions  prove,  tliat  though  thefe  fometimes  exifl,  yet  they  were  not  fo  fio- 
queqtJy  the  caufe  as  callous  contraftions  from  cicatrices,  Sec., 
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“ But  if,  after  the  ufe  of  emollients,  you  cannot  pafs  the  caruncle,  you 
may  .well  conclude  it  callous.  In  which  cafe  you  may  pafs  a canula  into 
the  urethra  to  that  caruncle,  and  whilft  you  hold  that  there  fteady,  you 
may  convey  a grain  of  cauftic  into  the  canula,  and  prefs  the  cauftic  to  it; 
and  whilft  you  hold  it  there,  you  will  perceive  its  operation  by  the  preffing 
forward  of  the  canula.  The  caruncle  thus  confumed,  call;  in  a lenient 
injeftion  daily;  and  if  you  take  notice  of  his  urine,  you  may  fee  the 
feparation  of  the  Houghs,  as  rags  in  it : after  ivhich^  you  may,  by  the  com- 
mon medicated  candles,  wear  away  the  remainder,  and  with  injeftions 
cicatrize  it.  You  muft  expefl  a bleedmg^  and  it  is  not  done  without 
pain ; ,^the  urethra  being  of  exquifl,te  fenfe,  that  pain  fometimes  accom- 
panied with  rigor  and  fever.” 

It  feems  Wifeman  likeuife  ufed  verdegris,  alum,  red  precipitate, 
auripigmentum.  Sec.  or  fome  of  thefe  medicaments  levigated  repeatedly 
in  vinegar,  reduced  to  a powder  by  exficcation,  and  united  to  a plafter, 
which  was  applied  in  the  common  manner, 

Saviard. — That  great  and  excellent  praftitioner,  chief  furgeon  to 
the  Hotel  Dieu,  at  Paris,  has  delivered  two  of  the  moft  horrid  inftances 
of  the  deftruftive'  effects  of  caiifiic  bougies  applied  to  the  urethra  by 
daring  ignorance,  that  ever  difgraced  the  art  of  furgery.  Thefe  cafes, 
land  other  proofs  of  a fimilar  naUire,  deterred  all  lea'rned,  fkilful,  and 
humane  furgeons  from  adopting  this  method  for  nearly  a century.  How 
it  has  happened,  that  the  prefent  race  of  cauflicators  were  not  apprized 
of  thefe  fafts,  it  is  impoffible  to  determine ; for  if  they  had,  humanity 
would  have  faved  many  human  viiitims,  that  are  now  daily  facrificc4  at 
the  altars  of  daring  and  obflinate  rafhnefs. 

saviard’s  cases. 

“ May  24,  t6q2,  I was  fent  for  to  the  fuburbs  of  St.  Anthony,  to  exa- 
mine a perfon  who  had  retention  of  urine,  occafioned  by  a wax  candle 
(bougie)  being  thrufl  into  the  penis,  which  he  had  prurchafed  of  an 
empiric,  vvho  boafted  of  his  fl-till  in  ciirinfr  carnofities. 

/D  ♦ 

“ The  bougie,  being  armed  with  a llrong  cauftic,  had  made  a confider- 
able  efehar  in  the  fphindfer  pf  the  bladder,  and  much  inflamed  the  canal 
of  the  urethra,  A cyftis  was  formed  in  the  place  of  the  efehar,  wherein 
the  urine  fell,  inftead  of  paffing  by  the  natural  channel  to  be  difeharged 
through  the  penis ; however,  I palled  my  catheter  acrofs  the  cyftis,  and 
thruft  it  into  the  bladder,  in  order  to  difpharge  the  urine. 

“ I perceived  the  blackpefs  of  the  internal  gangrene  in  perinaso  through 
the  integuments,  notwithftanding ; and  the  violence  of  the  diftemper  induced 
me  to  defire  a confultation  to  ftrengthen  the  defign  I had  of  performing 
the  operation  called  a pumfture  in  perinteo,  to  facilitate  the  application 
of  medicines  to  the  diforder  j neither  h^d  I room  to  expefl  that  I could 

introduce 
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iiitrodvice  my  catheter  Into  the  bladder  a fecond  time  with  the  fam'e  fuccefa 
I had  done  before. 

“ MelTrs.  Beffiere  and  Marechal  were  called  in  ; who  were  of  opinion, 
that,  for  the  more  fpeedy  relief  of  the  patient,  whofe  bladder  was  dif- 
tended  by  a large  quantity  of  urine,  it  would”  be  proper  to  introduce  im> 
mediately  a catheter  to  evacuate  that  excrement.  But  the  putrefaftion 
had  made  fo  great  a progrefs,  that  the  parts  affected  forming  no  canal, 
it  was  impoffible,  as  I had  before  predifted,  to  pafs  my  inftrument  be- 
yond the  cyftis  formed  by  the  efchar,  and  confequently  to  evacuate  more 
urine  than  was  contained  in  that. 

“ Nevefthelefr,  the  inflammation  of  the  bladder,  occafioned  by  burning 
the  urethra,  had  communicated  itfelf  to  the  abdomen,  which  was  per- 
ceptible by  its  violent  and  painful  tenfion.  The  patient  loll  his  llrength^ 
and  all  the  hopes  remaining  depended  on  the  fuccefs  of  this  punfture.  I 
performed  it,  in  tlie  .prefence  of  thefe  gentlemen,  upon  tlie  canulated 
probe  introduced  into  that  cavity,  and  then  pafled  a fmall  female  catheter 
into  the  bladder  by  the  incifion  I had  made  before,  and  repeated  the  in- 
trodudlion  of  it  three  or  four  times  per  day,  to  evacuate  the  urine  during 
the  life  of  the  patient ; for  the  inflammation  of  the  abdomen  ihcreafed  fo 
fad,  that  lliiverings,  vomiting,  and  hiccup  fupervened,  which  were  the 
forerunners  of  death. 

“ A i)riefl,  of  St.  Genevieve  des  Ardents,  came  to  the  hofpital  at  the 
fame  time,  cruelly  tormented  by  the  effeft  of  fuch  another  bougie;  but 
the  accidents  were  fo  fudden  and  violent,  that  there  was  no  time  for 
relief,  the  poor  ecclefiallic  dying  in  twenty-four  hours.” 

Thefe  murderous  effects  of  cauftic  bougies  ought  to  be  held  out  as  a 
beacon  to  warn  all  future  praditioners  to  avoid  fuch  Blocking  praftices, 
for  which  the  authors  mer*ted  capital  punifhment,  though  they  efcaped 
with  impunity. 

It  might,  indeed,  be  urged  as  an  excufe,  that  M.  Daran’s  method  of 
treating  urethral  obftruftions  was  not  known  at. that  period;  but  whaf 
excufe  can  the  prefent  dellroyers  of  human  life  frame  as  ti  juftification  of 
their  cruel,  mod  cruel ! and  often  fatal  projects  ? 

Verdun  publidied,  in  1703,  Pathologie  de Chirurgie.  After  giving 
the  pradlice  of  his  tifne,  fimilar  to  preceding  authors,  he  fays,  that  fome 
pra(?titioners  even  applied  the  adlual  burning  red  hot  cautery,  &c.  His 
words  are,  “ II  y a des  praticiens  qui  fe  fervent  d’un  petit  tuyau  d’argent, 
qu’ils  introduifent  dans  I’uretre  jufqu’aupres  de  la  verrue;  enfuite  ils 
paflent  dans  le  tuyau  une  fonde  un  peu  rouge  pour  fervir  de  cautere ; on 
en  touche  legerement  la  verrue  : mais  cette  operation  ed  fort  douloureufe 
et  difficile  a executer,  Apres  ils  font  des  injeflions  avec  de  I’eau-rofe, 
dans  laquelle  I’on  a fait  diflbudre  un  peu  de  vitriol,  avec  de  la  tuthie.” 
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Hefe  is  proof  pofitive,  that  a found,  made  nearly  fed-hot  In  fire,  Is 
paired  through  a tube  to  deftroy  the  excrefcence,  and  to  fervc  as  an  actual 
cautery.  Is  it  poffible  to  conceive  any  application  more  irrational  or 
barbarous?  It  is  fiifficient  to  make  all  human  nature  Ihudder  at  the 
cruelty  of  fuch  furgery  : well  might  the  author  fay  that  the  operation  was 
very /MzVyO// and  difficult  to  perform.  How  loft  to  all  fen  fi  bill  ty  muft  thofe 
have  been  who  applied  fuch  a fiery  remedy  to  fo  exquifitely  fenfible  a part 
as  the  urethra  !! ! 

Asrauc.— It  rhay,  perhaps,  be  fuperfluous  fo  bring  forward  the 
words  of  this  great  praftitioner,  after  having  fo  frequently  mentioned  his 
fentiments  in  other  parts  of  the  work;  but  it  fliould  be  remembered,  that 
he  was  the  firft  perfon  who  collefted  the  pradice  of  every  author  before 
him,  and  gave  a complete  hiftory  of  the  venereal  difeafe  ; he  was  well- 
aware  of  the  mifchiefs  produced  by  corrofives,  firft  brought  into  pradlice 
by  Alderet,  profeffor  of  medicine  at  Salamanca  in  Spain,  and  afterwards 
lifed  by  moft  fuccecding  authors,  as  feen  by  the  extrafts  from  their  writ- 
ings in  the  preceding  pages,  until  repeated  and  fatal  experience  compelled 
every  rational  prad;t;oner  to  relinquifli  them  It  would  beunneceffary 
to  adduce  the  various  arguments  for  the  total  abolition  of  the  praftice 
(Traite  d'es  Maladies  Veneriennes;  lib.  3.  ch.  iv.) : he  was,  however,  de- 
cidedly averfe  to  the  application  of  fuch  violence,-  and  fays,  “ This 
method,  which  has  been  fo  long  abandoned,  and  now  only  employed  by 
ignorant  empirics  (charlatans  Ignorant).,  was  fucceeded  by  another,  appa- 
rently preferable ; but  which  has  fallen  into  fimilar  difufe,”  &:c.  He  then 
defcribes  thofe  cruel  operations  of  cutting  into  the  urethra,  deftroying  the 


* “ Cette  metliode  d’cmployer  les  corrofifs  pour  extirper  les  caroncles  de 
I’lirethre  aete  inventee  et  mile  en  oeuvre  pour  la'premiere  fois  par  Alderet, 
profc(Teur  en  medecine  de  S.ilaiUanque  et  maitre  d’Aniatus  Lufilanus,  qul 
avoue  I’avoir  apprife  de  iui  dans  fa  Ccnturie^^..  Curat  19. 

“ On  dit  qu’un  certain  Philippe  Portugais,  empirique,  I’apprit  enfuite 
d’Amatiis  tandis  qu’en  qualite  de  ferviteur  il  lui  aidoit  a paufer  un  foldat, 
qui  etolt  fort  malade  des  caroncles  de  I’urethre.  Ce  qu’il  y a de  certain 
c’eft  que  ce  nieme  Philippe  s’acquit  de  la  reputation  par  cette  pratique, 
fuivant  !e  tcmcinage  A'Andri  Lacuna  dont  fa  mcthode  d'cxiirpcr  les  carmjnes 
de  I'urethre,  pag.  6.  et  qu’a  Rome  il  guerit  quantite  de  malades  et  entr’ 
autres  Ferdinand  de  -Cardonnc,  Almiralli  de  Naples,  et  Louis  Caravajclle^ 
Enfin  Andre  Lacuna  dans  fon  livre  imprime  en  1551,  publia  cette  metliode 
qu’il  dit  lui  a\*oir  cie  depuis  peu  conimuniquee  par  ce  Pliilippe,  et  dont  il 
eroyoat  c-clui  ci  etoit  I’inventeur.  Mais  au  lurplus  cette  methode  etoit 
autrefois  pratiquee  tant  part  cet  empiriifue  Francois  de  Nation,  qui  florilloit 
w V’enile  vers  I'an  1555)  que  par  Ooddroy  Gjannatij  autre  eifipiritjiit 
JUiien,  qu'ondit  avoir  ^ueri  les  carnofu^s  dc  Charles  IX.  roi  de  France.” 
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C&life  of  obftruSlon,  and  healing  the  external  wound,  as  particulaily 

itientioned  by  Sharp  in  his  Critical  Inquiry. 

M.  Col  de  Vilars,  fpeaking  of  habitual  ftrangury,  mentions  five 
modes  of  treatment,  of  which  catheretics  or  corrofives  are  the  firft;  the 
iheifion  of  the  urethra  the  fecond ; graduated  bougies  the  third ; the  intto- 
diiftion  of  tents  the  fourth;  founds  of  lead,  likewife  graduated,  the  fifth. 

“ The  firft  writers,”  fays  this  learned  author  and  great  prafliiioner, 
page  2^2,  “ accufe  excrefcenc' s as  the  only  caufe  of  this  malady  ; they  en- 
deavour to  confume  them  by  the  means  of  corrofives  or  caufiics,  which  they 
introduce  into  the  urethra  with  bougies;  but  thefe  remedies  injlame^  cm  • 
rode,  and  ulcerate  the  canal,  and  confequently  augment  theevil.” 

Palfyn. — “ Tlrere  are  praftitioners  fufficiently  rafli,  who  attempt  to 
open  the  paffage  of  urine  by  means  of  bougies,  armed  with  remedies  that 
corrode  and  confume;  but  it  happens  that  cauftic  rafli  remedies  augment 
the  dep6t  and  inflammation,  ajid  caufe  a total  fuppreflion  of  uiine;  but 
if  thefe  catheretic  and  confuming  modes  even  fucceed  in  opening  the 
paffage  of  urine,  in  caufing  a fuppuration  of  the  fwellings  or  obftruaions, 
and  in  dcatrifvng  the  ulcers  by  other  bougies,  charged  with  deficcatiyes 
or  drying  remedies, , and  dilating  the  canal  afterwards  by  graduated  leaden 
pu'obes,  and  which  renders  the  paffage  of  urine  free;  yet  this  iuccour  and 
apparent  relief  is  not  always  of  long  duration ; fur  nev:  ulcers,  formed 
by  the  caufiics  or  confuming  remedies,  w'ill  render  the  canal  more  fufeep- 
dble  of  iiifiammation.  If’  the  patient  be  irregular,  or  contracl  a frefli 
gonorrhcca,  the  acrid  urine  caufes  new  Jkuellings  and  ohjlriidhcns  about  the 
multiplied  cicatrices,  and  the  urine  lodging,  and  having  acquired  a fupreme 
degree  of  acrimony,  excoriates  and  pierces  the  urethra,  and  reflowing  on 
all  Gdes,  forms  fiftulous  abfeeffes  in  different  parts  of  the  ferotum.  See. 
in  a manner,  that  the  urine  paffes  out  by  thefe  finuofities,  inftead  of  the 
ordinary  canal;  and  when  thefe  fiftulous  ulcers  have  remained  a long 
time,  they  are  not  curable,  except  by  making  large  incifions  in  the 
ferotum,  in  order  to  fuppurate  all  the  callofities,  ■ &c.  How  many 
n.iferable  objefts  have  lately  fuffered,  and  are  faffering  at  this  moment, 
not  only  in  London,  w'here  they  fuppofe  the  cauftic  pradlice  is  beft  con- 
duced, but  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  in  all  parts  of  Europe, 
wherever  this  rafli  cauftic  praCice  has  lately  prevailed?” 

M.  OE  LA  Fave,  vvhq  has  illuftrated  Dioiii’s  Surgical  LeCures  by 
copious  and  learned  oblervations,  when  treating  of  operations  about  the 
parts  of  generation,  admits  excrefcencts  in  the  urethra,  contraCed  cica- 
trices, fwelling  of  the  proftate  gland,  amongft  the  moft  ufual  caufes  of  im- 
pediments in  difeharging  the  urine ; he  notices  the  fatal  effeCs  of  caujiics 
applied  to  tlie  urethra,  as  deferibed  by  Saviard,  and  mentions  tlie  appear-, 
ances  obferved  by  hirnfelf  when  diffefting  perfotis,  who  were  deftroyed  by 
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thepraaice,  which  he  reprobates  in  the  ftrongeftknguage,  and  exprefTeiJ 
aftonifliment  that  any  perfons  dare  attempt  fuch  -violence,  after  the 
numerous  attefted  fafts  of  its  deftruftive  influence:  fijlulous  ulcers,  mor. 
tificatton,  and  other  alaimiing  affcitions,  have  been,  fays  he,  the  inime- 
.Hate  confequence.  » II  eft  etonnant  apr^s  cela  qu’ou  ofe  aujourd’hui  fe 
fervir  des  moyens  fi  dangereux.  J’ai  ouvert  des  cadavres  de  perfonnes  qui 
avoient  ete  traitees  par  cette  methode,  et  j’y  ai  trouve  dans  le  tiflu  cellu- 
laire  de  lurethre,  des  finus  de  la  longeqr  d,'  deux  pouces  ou  environ,  et 
qui  s etendoit  vers  la  glande  proftate  fuperieure.  J’ai  remarque  que  ces 
finus  rendmentdu  pus,  qu’ils  etoient  calleiix,  parfaitement  ronds  et  aflez 
grands  pour  qu’on  y put  introduire  une  bougie, et  que  leur  ouverture  etoit 
fituee  au  meme  endroit  que  obftacle  qui  avoit  caufe  la  retention  d’urine ; 
ce  qui  prouve,  que  ces  finus  etoient  des  faufles  routes  formees  par  les 
bougies  claargees  de  cauftiques,  ou  par  les  fondes  traiichantes,”  &c.  &c. 

Daran,  whofe  experience  was  fuperior,  in  obftruftions  of  urine,  to 
any  other  praftitioner  that  ever  exified,  fays,  “ It  is  necellary  to  profcribe 
the  pradlice  of  caujlks,  &c.  as  they  inflame,  excoriate,  corrode,  and 
ulcerate  the  uiethra;  but  they  do  worfe  mifchief,  for  they  aft  not  always 
upon  the  part  intended  to  be  confumed ; and  they  corrode  and  dejiroy  found 
parts  that  we  have  an  intereft  in  [irejerving.  I have  feen  deftruftive  examples 
of  this  amongft  patients,  where  the  caufic  has  left  the  excrefcence  intended 
tp.oe  confumed,  and  hath  produced  in  the  neighbouring  parts  z.fijlula,  with 
a confiderable  lofs,  olfubfance,  not  only  of  the  canal,  but  alfo  of  the  mem- 
brane, which  covers  the  cavernous  bodies.” 

After  much  more  fen fible  reafoning,  the  fkilful  author  fays,  “ J’ajou- 
terai  aux  raifons  folides  qu’apporte  M.  Aftruc  pour  prouver  que,  loin  de 
fulager  la  ftrangurie,  les  corroffs  ne  peuvent  que  I’augmenter,  que  n’agif- 
fant  qu’en  produifant  des  irritations,  ils  doivent  plutot  ritrecir  le  canal^ 
qu’en  procurer  la  liberti” 

Then  follow  many  reafons,  in  conjunftion,  of  Col  de  Vllars  and 
Aftruc,  againft  the  dreadful  operation  of  laying  open  the  urethra;  but 
our  great  furgeon  Sharp  and  others  have  fufhciently  reprobated  that 
horrid  cruel  praftice. 

Leaden  probes  or  founds  have  broke  in  the  urethra,  a part  of  which 
made  its  way  into  the  bladder,  and  formed  the  nucleus  of  a ftonc ; or  the 
unfortunate  patient  has  been  obliged  to  fubmit  to  moft  cruel,  fometimes 
fatal,  operations  for  its  extraftion. 

Mr.  Samuel  Sharp,  late  fu;geon  at.  Guy’s  Hofpital,  whofe  great 
experience  and  correft  judgment  have  univerfally  been  acknowledged  by 
every  learned  and  candid  praftitioner,  in  his  Critical  Inquiry  into  the 
prefcut  State  of  Surgery,  one  of  the  laft  produftioiRs  of  this  timly  great 
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man,  after  immenfe  pra£l‘ice  many  years,  amply  treats  of  the  difeafcs  of" 
the  urethra  and  their  cure. 

After  mentioning  that  obftruftions  of  the  urethra  are  moftly  in  confe- 
quence  of  gonorrhoea,  he  fays,  “ The  fubjeft  I am  here  treating  of 
naturally  leads  me  to  the  confideration  of  Jlriflures  in  the  urethra ; and  as 
the  method  of  curing  them  by  fuppurative  bougies  is  not  yet  generally 
underftood,  I fliall  inquire  into  the  nature  of  their  effefts  upon  this  dif- 
order,  and  alfo  into  the  nature  of  the  diforder  itfelf. 

But  the  fuppurative  power  of  certain  bougies  has  been  fo  often  men- 
tioned by  preceding  writers,  that  an  unwary  reader  is  apt  to  conclude, 
from  this  circumftance,  there  is  no  elfential  difference  in  Daran's  method 
from  that  praftifed  heretofore  ; but  whoever  will  give  a proper  attention 
to  what  is  written  on  this  fubje(ft,  will  find  that  thofe  who  fpeak  of 
fuppurating  bougies  often  confound  them  with  efcharotic  bougies,  and 
do  not  afcribe  thofe  wonderful  effetfts  to  a continued  fuppuration,  which 
Daran  lays  fo  much  Itrefs  on,  nor  indeed  fpeak  of  it  with  any  great 
eulogium;  nay,  Wi/eman^  who  feems  to  have  given  more  hiftories 
of  cures  wrought  by  the  bougie  than  any  one  except  M.  Daran,  fays, 

‘ That  if  a flux  of  matter  be  brought  on  by  the  bougie,  we  muft  defift 
‘ from  the  ufe  of  it,  until  the  difcharge  be  flopped  by  proper  internal 
‘ remedies.’  In  fliort,  there  is  not  one  modern  writer  who  does  not  advife 
the  urethra  to  be  laid  open  in  order  to  deftroy  any  ftubborn  obftruftions, 
fo  little  are  they  aware  that  by  the  conftant  application  oiz  gentle  fuppura- 
tive bougie:,  they  might  at  laft  be  reduced  and  the  paffage  opened. 

“ The  feveral  affeftions  of  the  urinary  and  feminal  parts,  in  which  the 
bougies  may  be  ufefully  employed,  are,  i.  The  mere  contraftion  of  a 
portion  of  the  urethra.  2.  Ulcerations  at  the  extremities  of  excretory 
dufls  of  the  proftate  gland,  the  veficulae  feminales  and  the  glands  of  tlie 
urethra  yielding  fometimes  a plentiful,  fometimes  a fmall  gleet.  3.  Cal- 
lous cicatrices  of  former  ulcers.  4.  Caruncles,  called  alfo  carnofities 
and  excrefcences,  which  have  arifen  from  the  furfaces  of  former  ulcers. 

A fcirrhus,  or  fpongy  enlargement  of  the  verumontanum.  6.  A 
fcirrhus  of  the  proftate  or  vcficulze  feminales.  7.  A fpongy  enlargeriient 
of  the  corpus fpongiofum  urethra." 

Mr.  Sharp  then  obferves,  that  ftriftures  of  the  urethra  are  fometimes 
many  years  before  they  are  formed,  and  that  the  flighteft  obftruftion  may 
caufe  ftranguries,  fuppreffions  of  urine,  and  even  fiftulas  in  perina'o, 
which  yield  very  foon  to  a proper  bougie  treatment. 

He  then  takes  a furvey  of  the  different  methods  of  cure  ufed  in  former 
and  prefent  practice,  the  difadvantages  of  wax-candles,  leaden  and  whale- 
bone probes,  application  of  a tent  faftened  by  a piece  of  thread,  as  for- 
pierly  deferibed ; the  preference  given  by  fome  prafticioners  to  catgtu 
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, •bougies.;  the  danger  of  preffing,  with  violence,  into  tlie  urethra,  by  which 
a perforation  of  the  reftum  has  been  occafioned  : in  fadt,  after  enume- 
jating  the  great  advantages  of  fnppurating  bougies,  which,  he  affirms, 
afl  partly  by  diftenfion  and  partly  by  the  difcharge  produced,  he  fays, 

“ However,  ni  all  times  there  have  been  enter prifmg  men,  who  have 
endeavoured,  by  efcharoiic  applications  at  the  extremity  of  their  bougie#',' 
to  make  way  through  thofe  obflrudlions  which  refift  the  bougie,  or 
leaden  probe;  and,  to  fay  the  truth,  this  praftice  has  been  avoreed  by  the 
ablefi:  iurgeons  of  the  two  lafi  centuries;  but  at  prefent  it  is  univerfally 
etndemncd,  and,  indeed,  has  been  fo  almofl  ever  fince  Saviard's  time.-^ 
(See  bis  cafes.) 

« The  objeftions  to  the  ufe  of  cauftics  were,  the  difficulty,  and  almoft 
the  irapoffibility  of  direHing  them  fo  aS  to  eat  through  all  the  difeafed  parts 
of  the  urethra,  without  dejiroying  the  found  part;  the  impradticabiiity  of 
preventing  the  urethra  from  contraaing  when  it  healed,  as  much,  if  not 
more  than  it  was  at  the  time  of  applying  the  efcharotic : and  laftly,  x\\tpain 
was  fo  excruciating,  and  perhaps  the  application  fometimes  fo  poifonouj, 
that  an  immediate  mortification  of  the  fcrotum,  penis,  and  bladder,  was 
fometimes  known  to  enfue;  and  upon  thefe  accounts^he  ufe  of  efcharotics 
feems  to  have  been  entirely  rejedled,  and  another  kind  of  procefs  has  been 
eftabliilied  in  their  place,  which  in  point  offeverityis  nearly,  if  not  quite, 
as  exceptionable.” 

He  then  defcribes  the  cruel  incijiom  in  perhiceo,  laying  open  the  urethra 
in  part,  or  along  its  whole  extent,  afterwards  removing  the  obfirudfions. 
by  the  knife,  or  efcharotics,  and  healing  the  urethra  upon  a catheter:  and 
again  recurring  to  the  evident  fuperiority  of  medicated  bougies,  he  favs, 

“ Perhaps  it  will  be  fuggefted,  that  if  this  (diftenfion)  be  the  principal, 
action  of  the  bougie,  any  kind  of  bougie  diftending  the  urethra  and 
preventing  the  corrugation  of  the  ulcer,  will  put  it  into  a difpofition  of 
^ ■ healing:  but  experience  fliows  that  every  fpecies  of  application  is  not 
fuitable,  fomeadting  with  much  more  innocence  and  benefit  than  others.”' 
.Again  he  fays, 

“ Neverthelefs,  I would  not  be  underftood,  by  what  I have  here  faid, 
that  it  is  only  the  confiftence  of  the  plafter,  and  not  its  medical  virtues, 
that  are  to  be  confidered  : I have  no  doubt,  that  in  moft  cafes  thofe 
virtues  are  neceifary,  though  I am  ftill  of  ojiinion  that  feveral  of  the 
piaftet*  bougies  formerly  ufed,  would,  with  aliiduity,  have  cured  fome 
ulcers ; but  furgeons,  hitherto,  have  had  fo  little  notion  of  ftopping  mere 
gleets  by  bougies,  that  L do  nop  fo  much  as  meet  with  an  infinuation  of 
this  pradtice.” 

He  then  enters'into  ? dptailof  the  various  caufes  of  obftrudtion,  men- 
tions 
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tions  the  contradiftory  opinions  of  eminent  men  on  the  exiftence  of 
caruncles,  carnofilies,  or  excrefcences,  and  continues : 

“ I believe  it  will  feldom  happen  that  caruncles  are  not  accompanied 
with  either  a ftrifture,  callous  cicatrices,  or  protuberances  of  the  corliiis 
ffiongiofipn  urethrce,  in  which  cafe  the  caruncles  make  only  a part  of  the 
obftrudlion,  and  poflibly  may  not  be  often  bigger  than  the  head  of  a pin  j 
but  thofe  who  have  examined  the  urethra  after  death,  expeiflipg  to  find 
them  of  a confiderable  bullr,  and  not  meeting  with  fuch,  have,  in  all 
likelihood,  frequently  overlooked  thefe  fmall  appearances  (probably  dimi- 
nilhed  alfo  by  death),  and  concluded  there  were  no  fuch  things.  That 
fuch  fmall  excrefcences  may  occafion  violent  diforders  in  fo  lender  an 
organ  as  the  urethra,  I have  had  occafion  to  fee  a notable  inftance  in  the 
urethra  of  a virgin,  where  they  grew  in  a fmall  quantity  upoii  the  orifice 
of  the  meatus  urinarius,  and  for  many  'months  had  produced  the  moll 
excruciating  torment,  which  continued  till  I had  totally  extirpated  them. 

“ Yet  notwithftanding  what  has  been  fo  pofitively  faid,  that  caruncles 
have  no  exiftence  but  in  the  fancy,  I have  opened  fome  urethras  where 
they  were  evident.  In  one  I found,  near  the  verumontanum,  a filament 
running  acrofs  the  urethra,  which  had  obftrufted  the  entrance  of  the 
catheter,  and  the  patient  died  of  a fuppreffion  of  urine.  In  another  I 
found  fmall  filaments,  fome  loofe,  and  one  three  quarters  of  an  inch  long, 
attached  at  both  ends  to  the  urethra,  but  running  in  the  direftion  of  the 
canal.  In  a third,  befides  the  contraaion,  I found  a fmall  excrefcence, 
not  unlike  one  of  the  tricufpid  valves  of  the  heart;  which,  with  the 
mftancesi  could  produce  from  others,  prove  that  the  doarine  of 
is  not  without  foundation.” 

Our  ingenious  author  then  enumerates  a fungous  enlargement  or 
tumefaaion  the  corpus  fpongiofum  urethrce  amongft  the  caufes  of  urethral 

obflruaion,  and  compares  it  with  a diftenfion  of  the  pituitary  membrane 
of  the  nofe,  which  he  has  ittn  fvell  and  expandip  much,  as  entirely  to 
fliut  up  the  noftrils:  in  fuch  tumefaaion  of  the  urethra  he  recommends 
bougies,  and  obferves, ^ “The  good  effeas  wrought  upon  it  by  the 
bougies  will  not  be  difficult  to  account  for;  fince  a continual  difcharge 
from  a loaded  tumefied  part  feems  a very  natural  means  for  reducing  the 
tumour.”  Again  he  fays, 

“ One  of  the  chief  ends  propofed  by  the  bougie  being  to  procure  a 
difcharge  from  the  ulcers  and  the  lacunse  of  the  urethra;  the  compofitioti 
muff  not  be  of  an  oftnngent  nature,  as  is  evident  from  the  etfeds  of 
aflringent  injeaions.  Deficcalive  plafters  are  a kind  of  afringent,  and  by 
checking  theMifcharge,  which  would  be  brought  on  by  their  irritation 
the  urethra  becomes  inflamed,  and  renders  their  aaion  of  no  efFed;  be- 

^ fides 
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fides  that  generally,  through  want  of  a proper  degree  of  fuppuration,  their 
continuance  in  the  urethra  fora  fufficient  length  of  time  is  infupportable. 

“ To  obviate  any  liablenefsto  inflammatory  diforders  of  the  urethra,  or 
genital  parts,  it  is  of  gi'eat  importance  that  the  patient  fliould  live  tem- 
perately, and  even  enter  into  a cooling  regimen  during  the  treatment. 

“ It  would  furprife  any  botly,  not  acquainted  with  thefe  cafes,  to  fee 
what  monjlrous  tumours  fubfide,  and  what  foul  fiftulas  digeft  and  heal,  from 
the  mere  opening  of  the  urethra,  and  the  proper  treatment  of  the  obltruc- 
tions,”  &c.  When  fpeaking  of  manual  operations  about  thefe  parts  for 
fiftulse,  obftrudlions,  &c.  he  fays, 

“ But  in  all  the  examples  where  cutting  appears  neceflary,  I believe  it 
will  be  judicious,  firft  to  make  a paflage,  if  poflible,  into  the  bladder, 
and  wait  the  ilTue  of  that  procefs,  before  any  operation  be  performed ; 
becaufe,  as  1 have  already  intimated,  the  effefts  of  opening  the  canal  are 
fometimes  very  wonderful,  and  will  often  fpare  the  knife.” 

Thus  have  we  endeavoured  to  illuftrate  the  pradlice  of  this  great  man, 
chiefly,  by  adducing  his  own  words,  and  it  muft  appear  evident  that  his 
leading  principles  were  not  merely  a wedge-like  compreflion,  but  a mixed 
treatment,  partly  by  coniprej/lon  and  partly  by  fuppuration."  Without  vio- 
lence, dreadful  operations  were  by  fuch  means  generally  obviated.  The 
immenfe  pradlice  of  Mr.  Sharp,  united  with  his  accurate  knowledge  of  the 
ftrudlure  ■'and  fundtions  of  the  affedled  parts,  his  clear  and  unalfefted 
manner  of  writing,  totally  void  oif  ambiguity  and  evafion,  his  well-known 
integrity  and  profeflional  eminence,  place  his  aflertions  beyond  the  i-each 
of  envious  or  interefted  detradlion.  But  why  this  eulogium?  why  this 
defence  of  a praftice,  of  which  every  unbiafled  pradlitioner,  who  has  had 
frequent  opportunities  of  obferving  with  attention,  muH  approve } In 
faft,  every  well-informed  furgeon  will  allow  that  there  is  a broad  medium 
between  the  Ample  dilatation  or  diftenAon  of  a part  and  its  total  deflrudlion 
by  cauftic.  Can  any  man  dare  to  aflert,  that  if  wax  and  oil,  in  form 
of  a bougie,  will  not  remove  a Aridlure,  hothing  will  fucceed  but  lunar 
cauA:ic?  But  fafts,  thoufands  of  well-authenticated,  incontrovertible 
fafts,  in  this  and  other  countries,  prove  the  fuperior  efAcacy  of  medicated 
bougies  in  urethral  obftrudtions. 

Heister. This  moA  excellent  of  modern  fiirgeons,  profeflbr  of 

furgery  and'  phyAc  at  Altdorflr  and  Helmfladt,  author  of  the  moft 
complete  fyftem  of  furgery  ever  publiflied,  after  a praftice  of  near  flfty 
years,  mentions  the  mifehievous  effeas  of  cauflics  (rodentia)  in  urethral 
obAruaions,  and  fays,  “ Medicamenta  rodentia  prorfus  hie  inania,  qum 
potitis  noxia  funt;  e contrario,  ubi  diflicultas  reddendae  urinae  ab  ulcere, 
vel  cicatrice  in  urethra  vel  in  inflammatione  ejus,  fpecillis  plumbeis  ve 
cereis,  oko  iiumais  curatio  optime  obtinebitur.”  By  this  we  And  le 
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reprobates  the  ufe  of  violent  corrofiye  methods,  and  affirms  that  fuch 

difeafes  are  curable  by  a milder  treatment. 

Le  Dr  an,  F.  R.  S.  and  late  fenior  furgeon  of  La  Charite  at  Pans, 
in  his  Operations  in  Surgery,  when  fpeaking  of  obftruftion  m the  urethra 
inducing  in /terinceo,  &c.  fays,  “ The  only  means  to  prevent  this 

is  by  foftening  the  callofities,  bringing  the  ulcer  to  fuppurate,  enlarging 
the  canal,  and,  in  a word,  by  removing  the  original  caufe  of  the  difeafe. 

“ All  thefe  intentions  may  frequently  beanfwered  by  theufe  of  bougies 
armed  with  medicines,  agreeable  to  the  ftateofthe  diforder,  and  carefully 
introduced  through  the  urethra  into  the  bladder.  T.  he  medicines  mads 
life  of  on  thefe  occafions  ffiould  by  no  means  be  irritating;  and,  for  this 
■reafon,  1 ffiould  abfolutely  rejeft  the  ufe  of  any  cauftic  introduced  into 
the  urethra,  on  pretence  of  deflroying  the  excrefcences,  fince,  as  I havs 
learned  from  experience,  they  feiwe  only  to  eat  into  the  canal.” 

Mr.  Jesse'  Foot. — This  gentleman  has  given  public  ledures  on  the 
venereal  difeafe  and  its  confequences,  and  written  a criticifm  on  the  new 
dodtrines  and  opinions  of  the  late  Mr.  John  Hunter:  he  has  treated  the 
fubjeft  with  much  juflice,  but  rather  ironically.  When  fpealtiag  of 
ftriftures  in  the  urethra,  their  hiftory,  former  and  prefent  method  of 
cure,  he  laments  the  contradiftory  opinions  of  authors  on  the  affeftion, 
from  1550  to  1786,  although  the  general  mode  of  cure  was  not  materially 
altered  by  their  various  conjeftures  of  il;s  caufe ; he  attacks  with  becoming 
fortitude  the  daring  affiertion  of  Mr.  Hunter,  that  dilatation  or  ulceration 
bythefimple  bougie,  and  deftruaion  by  lunar  cauftic,  were  the  only 
m'eans  of  removing  ftriaure ; and  fays,  “ I have  perufed  the  whole  of  the 
Profeflbr’s  (Mr.  Hunter’s)  chapter  on  the  treatment  of  the  permanent 
ftriaure,  and  I find  that  one  of  thefe  weak  bougies  is  the  only  remedy  the 
Profeflbr  makes  ufe  of  to  cure  the  ftriaure  by  dilatation;  but  if  this  fails, 
the  mode  of  cure  by  dilatation  is  to  be  abandoned,  and  his  ulcerative 
method,  or  rather  his  method  by  efcharotics,  are  W come  next  into  play.” 

He  then  mentions  a procefs  by  which  ftriaures  are  removed,  and  fays 
modern  praaice  is  not  juftified  in  the  ufe  of  fuch  violent  and  dangerous 
refources  as  cauftic,  without  a trial  of  milder  methods : but  let  him  fpeak 
for  himfelf : “ Has  the  Profeftbr  never  heard  of  catgut  bougies  being  in 
ufe.?  Has  he  never  heard  it  hinted  that  they  liad  a preference  on  many 
accounts  to  the  feeble  (lender  bougies  which  he  recommends?  Has  the 
ProfelTor  never  read  any  authors  who  have  recommended  them?  Does 
not  he  know  that  they  are  now  brouglit  into  general  praaice  from  their 
preferable  advantages  ? If  he  has  not  heard  of  them,  he  is  yet  to  be 
informed.  If  he  has  heard  of  them,  he  has  abufcd  his  readers  by  his 
contemptuous  filence.  And  if  he  does  not  know  of  their  application, 
and  more  certain  fuccefs  in  overcoming  the  moft  contraaed  ftriaures, 
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he  has  yet  to  learn  what  the  whole  body  of  furgeons  are  already  ac 
quainted  with.”  ^ 

I "'i*  thofe  truly  great  praaitioners, 

e ran,  Aftruc,  Savjard,  and  Sharp,  in  lamenting  the  exceffive  danger 
of  ^uftic  aelmg  on  parts  excluded  from  our  fight,  and  perhaps  deflroying 
fuch  as  did  not  conduce  to  the  removal  of  the  obftruaion , and  obferves. 
The  mod  eminent  of  the  profeffion  that  had  lall  written  upon  the 
fubjedt  execrated  the  idea,  and  flung  it  out  of  pradice.” 

He  then  feverely  attacks  Mr.  Hunter  on  the  arrogance  of^affuming  the 
difcoyery  of  applying  cauftic  to  the  urethra,  in  1752,  which  had  been 
mentioned,  particularly  by  Wifeman,  above  fifty  years  before,  and  by 
moft  fucceeding  authors,  efpecially  Sharp  in  his  Critical  Inquiry,  pub- 
liflied  1750,  in  which  difeafes  of  the  urethra  and  their  cure  occupy  near 
one  hundred 'pages,  and  concludes  the  obfervation  by  a very  appropriate 
quotation  from  Johnfon  : » Even  a man,  whofe  genius  qualifies  him  for 
great  undertakings,  muft  be  content  to  learn,  at  leafl,  from  books  the 
prefent  frate  of  human  knowledge;  that  he'  may  not  afcribe  to  himfelf 
the  invention  of  arts  generally  known,  weary  his  attention  with  experi- 
ments, of  which  the  event  has  been  long  regiftered,  and  wafle  in  attempts 
that  have  already  fucceeded  or  mifcarried,  that  time  which  might  have 
been  fpent  with  ufefulnefs  and  honour  upon  new  undertakings.” 

In  Mr.  Foot  s quarto  volume,  page  302  & feq.  he  mentions  the 
inefficacy  of  cauftic,  and  lays,  “ I myfelf  know  but  of  very  few  inftances 
where  cauftic,  if  it  could  be  applied  fafely,  and  if  it  could  be  brought  to 
aft  on  the  intended  parts,  can  effeft  a cure.  W^hen  the  urethra  is 
thickened  for  fotne  lengthy  that  cannot  he  faid  to  be  a cafe  for  cauftic.  IVheti 
the  p.r  oft  ate  gland  is  difeafed^  that  cannot  be  faid  to  be  a cafe  fitting  for  cauftic. 
When  there  is  an  tdcer  formed  7iear  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  the  cauftic  would 
only  p)  ecipitate  the  dajiger  f it.  Tf^hen  the  glands  in  general  thrc^ghout-the 
. urethra  are  fcrophidoufty  affected,  and' when  the  lacunee  of  them  are  difeafed, 
in  fuch  cafes  'cauftic  could  do  no  good.  It  muft  appear  very  ftrange,  and 
the  importance  of  fome  muft  be  not  a little  funk,  when  it  is  confidered 
that  this  application  of  cauftic  is  recommended  indifcriminately  by  them 
in  every  ftrifture  that  offers  within  the  urethra.”  , 

M.  Teytaud,  now  in  full  praftice  at  Paris. — This  is  one  of  the 
moft  modern  authors  who  has  written  on  gonorrhoea  and  its  confe- 
quences,  as  urethral  obftruftions,  &c.  He  has,  by  aftual  difleftion,  found 
ulcers  of  various  fize,  with  callous  edges,  fungus  in  the  urethra,  cicatrices 
of  former  ulcers,  and  contraftions  impeding  the  free  pallage  of  the  urine. 

Not  to  enter  too  minutely  into  the  treatment  of  every  afl^eftioii  irre- 
levant to  the  prefent  fubjeft;  his  praftice  in  cafes  of  ftrifture  fliall  only 
be  noticed. 
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After  animadverting  on  the  variety  of  caufes  that  may  produce  urethral 
obftruftion,  he  obferves,  that  they  are  curable  by  proper  bougies : he,  at 
firft,  embraced  the  doftrine  of  mechanical  diftenfion,  by  fimple  bougies, 
being  alone  necellary;  but  he  frankly  confefles  that,  from  repeated 
failures,  in  a variety  of  cafes,  he  became  fully  convinced  that  their  cotn- 
liojition  Ihould  be  various  according  to  the  alfeftion.^ 

He  then  obferves,  that  the  fuccefs  of  this  pradlice  has  been  clearly 
proved  under  the  infpedlion  of  M.  M.  De  Horne,  Doublet,  Thouret, 
and  Jeanroy,  who  were  appointed  to  obferve  the  effeft  produced  by  his 
bougies.  To  prevent  any  odium  of  empiricifm,  and  to  prove  the  truth 
of  his  aflertions,  he  has  publifhed  every  formula  of  remedies  ufed  in  the 
cure  of  thefe  complaints  *. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Bell. — This  furgeon  has  written  on  the  gonorrhcca 
and  itsconfequent  affeftions  ; he  feverely  animadverts  on  the  mifehievous 
elfefts  of  cauftic,  affirms  that  it  feldom  or  never  anfwers  the  purpofe 
for  which  it  is  applied,  and  obferves,  “ This  pradlice  prevailed  upwards 
of  an  hundred  years  ago,  but,  being  both  hazardous  and  uncertain^  it 
appears  foori  to  have  been  relinquiflied.  It  has  lately,  however,  been 
revived,  or  rather  an  attempt  has  been  made  for  reviving  it,  by  the  late 
Mr.  Hunter,  of  London,  and  ftilf  more  lately  by  Mr.  Home.  But 
as  I confider  the  practice  attended  with  danger,  and  not  likely  often  to 
anfwer  the  purpofe,  I fhall  briefly  ftate  what  leads  me  to  form  this 
opinion,  &c. 

“ The  introdiuftipn  of  cauftic  into  the  urethra  muft  prove  hazardous 
from  two  circumftances ; our  not  being  able,  even  with  all  the  pains  we 
can  take,  to  apply  it  to’ the  JlriShtre  alone,  without  injuring  the  contiguous 
part  of  the  urethra;  and  the  rifk  there  muft'always  be  of  forne  fmall  portion 
of  the  cauftic  breaking  off  and  refting  in  the  paflage. 

•“  On  thefe  accounts  it  would  appear,  that,  for  the  removal  of  ftridlures 
in  the  urethra,  the  application  of  cauftic  is  either  unneceJJ'ary,  or  in  a very- 
confiderable’degree  unfaftf.  and  at  the  fame  time  of  very  uncertain  effedl. 
In  other  parts  of  the  body,  we  all  know  how  difficult  it  is  to  remove  even 
the  callous  edges  of  an  ulcer  with  cauftic ; nay,  that  7ieiu  Jiarts  feem 
often  to  form  below,  before  the  efehar  produced  by  a jn-evious  applica- 
tion of  the  cauftic  has  come  off.  I have  no  hefitation,  therefore,  in 
faying,  that  in  fimilar  affedlions  of  the  urethra,  proceeding  to  the 
extent  which  we  here  fuppofe  them  to  have  done,  cauftic  would  be 
altogether  inadequate  for  the  purpofe,  or  that  it  muft  be  applied  in  fuch 
quantities  as  to  be  produdlive  of  fnuch  hazard." 

* For  which  his  work  in  French,  lately  publiflied,  maybe  referred  to. 

ON 


( ^50  ) 


ON  THE  METHODS  OF  TREATING  THE  RAVAGING  EFFECTS 
OF  CAUSTICS  APPLIED  TO  THE  URETHRA. 

J^^UMEROUS  inftances  lately  have  proved,  not  only  the 
inefficacy  of  cauftics  to  remove  obllruaions  of  the  urethra  ; 
but  likewife  many  additional- injuries  to  that  canal,  which  did  not 
^ exifl  before  the  caullic  was  applied,  and  which  were  the  evident 
effeas  of  efcharotics.  i.  Violent  acute  pains.  2.  Inflammation 
of  the  urethra,  proflate,  and  gladder.  3.  Elevation  of  the 
deflroyed  part,  efchar,  or  flough.  4.  Ela^morrhage,  or  profufe 
bleedings.  5-.  Depofition  of  urine  in  the  cells  of  the  cellular 
ftruaure  of  the  perinasum,  fcrotum,  or  penis.  6.  Abfcefs.  7. 
Ulcers  oftcrt  incurable.  8.  Total  fupprellion  of  urine  from, 
thickened  membranes.  9.  Mortification.  10,  The  molt  pain- 
ful death. 

DREADFUL  PAINS  THE  IMMEDIATE  EFFECTS  OF  THE  CAUSTIC. 

Infenfible  mult  that  man  be  to  human  mifery,  wlio  could  think  of 
applying  efcharotics  to  a part  as  exquifite  in  fenfibility  as  the  eye  itfelf ; in 
a part  hid  from  human  fight,  and  where  no  defeiifive  plafter  could  be 
applied  to  limit  the  burning  effefts  of  the  remedy.  The  firfi:  effefl:  is 
torturing  pain.  This  mufi:  be  fiibmitted  to  repeatedly,  as  long  as  the 
urethral  caullicator  thinks  it  nece'fiary  to  repeat  his  cruel  application, 
which  I have  known  to  be  ufed  above  two  hundred  times  in  the  courfe 
of  fome  months,  to  the  injury  of  parts,  without  the  defired  effect. 
The  deflruftion  of , the  nervous  expanfion  in  the  urethra  has  deftroyed,  in 
fbme  inftances,  the  exquifite  fenfibility  of  that  canal,  on  which  fome 
artifts  have  pretended  that  the  urethra  is  not  fo  fenfible  as  fuppofed. 

How  can  it  be  fenfible,  w^hen  the  caufe  of  fenfibility  is  deftroyed  } 

/ 

/ 

ESCHAR,  AND  ITS  SEPARATIONS.  ' 

1 

Every  perfon  who  comprehends  the  acftion  of  cauftioon  living  human 
fiibftances,  mufl  remember  that  the  firft  effeft  is  the  deftnuftion  of  the 
part,  in  certain  degrees,  on  which  it  operates;  the  fecond  is  the  elevation, . 
loofening,  and  feparation  of  the  efchar.  This  always  takes  up  a few 
days,  'and,  in  the  urethra,  very  often  obftrufts  the  paflage  of  urine.  This 
the  artifts  remove  by  paflinga  moderate  fi zed  bougie  with  fome  confider- 
able  force;  hce7norrhage  often  follows  this  forcing  off  the  flough,  and  all 
thefe  effebls  muft  be  produced  in  fucceffion,  more  or  lefs,  as  often  as  the 
corroding  cauftic  is  repeated.  A fanious  difeharge  to  a confiderable 
degree  is  the  confequence,  and  ulceration,  more  or  lefs  deep,  in  propor- 
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ti'on  as  the  caiiftic  has  aaed  in  a greater  or  lefs  degree,  which  cannot 
priori  be  afcertained  by  any  caufticator  or  human  being  whatever.  An 
vlcn,  then,  produced  by  the  cauftic,  fuperficia!,  deep,  or  extended, 
muft  be  the  firft  profpea  of  cure;  a larger  bougie  then  can  be  pafled,  and 
the  urine  ilTues  more  freely  through,  with  fmarting  and  pain,  tiow  can 
any  refleaing  perfon  expea  the  ulcer  produced  by  art,  namely,  by  tlie 
deftruaive  cauftic,  to  be  eafier  to  heal,  than  the  'ulcer  arifing  from 
abfcefs,  excoriation,  &c.  about  the  verumontanum,  proftate  gland,  neck 
of  the  bladder,  &c.  ? From  the  pafling  of  urine,  every  ulcer  m the 
urethra  is  difficult  of  cure;  which  is  well  known  to  all  experienced  and 
candid  praaitioners.  What  charm  may  induce  ulcers  produced  by  a 
caupc  to  be  lefs  difficult  of  cure,  than  thofe  which  happen  •without  cauftic^ 
would  be  very  difficult  for  even  the  caufticators  to  determine.  Faas, 
however,  declare  the  truth,  which  caufticators  conceal;  for  no  art, 
however  fublime,  has  yet  been  difcovered  to  effeaually  cure  thefe  ulcers, 
the  remains  of  rafli  efcharotic  applications,  which  frequently  impede  the 
urine,  and  I'ender  patients,  through  pain,  more  miferable  than  before  the 
cauftic  was  applied  : many  inftances  of  which,  with  additional  callofitieis 
in  tlie  urethra,  in  London,  are  ftriking  examples,  at  this  prefent  moment. . 

haemorrhage,  or  profuse  bleeding. 

The  profufe  bleeding  attending  the  application  of  the  cauftic  hisj  in 
fome  inftances,  proved  fatal,  which  many  furgeons  in  this  metropolb 
have  been  witnefies  of:  in  other  cafes,  naufea,  extreme  eoldnefs  and 
faintings,  have  been  the  confequence  of  profufe  effufions  of  blood.  When, 
the  bleeding  has  ftopped,  the  urethra  has  been  fo  filled  with  coagulated 
blood,  that  the  urine  has  been  totally  fuppreffied,  and  with  the  greateft 
difficulty  drawn  off  by  a catheter ; which  operation,  however  carefully 
performed,  has  produced/ro^i  haimorrhage. 

In  which  cafe  the  furgeon  muft  proceed  according  to  circumftances, 

' carefully  avoiding  the  cauftic  praiftice,  that  has  produced  fuch  a danger- 
ous difafter  where  ao  haemorrhage  pre-exifted.  Cold  bathing  the  parts, 
tinaure  of  rofcs  and  opiates,  judiciouily  applied,  are  the  beft  remedies,  &c. 

INFL  AMM  ATION. 

Great  inflammation  fometimes  fuccecds  the  cauftic,  by  which  the 
paffage,  formerly  flightly  obftruifted,  is  almoft  obliterated  by  a thickening 
of  the  membranes  lining  the  urethra.  Warm  bathing  long  repeated, 
bleeding,  cooling  cathartics  and  clyfters,  nitre  and  camphor,  are  expedient.. 
There  are  inftances  on  record,  where  rafli  furgeons  have  attempted  with, 
repeated  cauftics  to  burn  a paffage  through  the  obliterated  urethra  ; and! 
this  projeift,  fo  replete  with  barbarity,  as  might  be  reafonably  expeifted 
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by  every  judicious  and  refleding  man,  after  horrid  tormeftts,  has  killed 
the  miferable  patient. 

If  bougies,  catgut  or  others,  be  applied  in  thefe  cafes,  the  greateft 
caution  and  dull  are  requifite;  or  if  paffing  the  catheter  be  attempted 
great  care  fhould  be  obferved,  that  very  little  or  no  force  lliould  be  ufed’ 
left  a new  opening  be  made  into  the  bladder,  which  I have  known  to  hap- 
pen, and  it  proved  fatal.  Oleaginous  remedies,  with  nitre,  peniluvium 
of  emollients  and  opiates,  mucilaginous  refrigerant  drinks,  &c.  &c.  are 
to  be  adminiftered. 

DEPOSITIONS  OF  URINE  OR  FLUID  IN  THE  CELLULAR  STRUCTURE 
OF  THE  PERINjEUM,  SCROTUM,  OR  PENIS, 

The  burning  /irecarious  cauftic,  fometime?  inftead  of  aaing  only  on 
what  may  be  fuppofed  the  caufe  of  ftriaure,  forms  a deeper  efehar  than 
the  Ikilfulleft  artift  intended.  Urine,  inftead  of  pafling  through  the 
urethral  canal,  forms  depofitions  in  the  cellular  ftruaure  of  the  above- 
recited  parts,  occafioning  violent  inflammations,  enormous  fwelliiKgs  and 
diftenfions,  threatening  mortification,  and  which  in  fome  inftances  ter- 
minate fatally  by  gangrene. 

In  fuch  defperate  affe^ions,  it  is  difficult  to  give  written  direaions; 
for  the  diverfity  of  cafes  requires  diflimilar  treatment,  according  to  cir- 
cumftances.  The  urine  fhould  be  led,  if  poflible,  through  the  urethra 
by  preferving  a flexible  catheter  through  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  that  the 
urine  as  it  iflues  may  not  depoftt  that  acrid  irritating  fluid  in  the  cellular 
parts.  Sometimes  all  efforts  are  fruitlefs ; in  which  cafe  the  art  muft 
fubmit;  but  the  patient  miferably  periflies. 

ABSCESSES  AND  ULCERS. 

AbfeefTes  form  in  the  paflage  in  different  parts  near  the  verumontanum', 
proftate,  neck  of  the  bladder.  A total  fuppreffion  of  urine  is  the  confe- 
quence;  which,  iiotwiihftanding  the  fkilfulleft  treatment,  proves  fatal. 
Operations  in  this  cafe  are  fometimes  neceffary,  which  fliould  be  fub- 
mitted  to  the  confideration  of  judicious  furgeons.  In  defperate  difeafes 
defperate  remedies  are  fometimes  to  be  applied,  after  humanely  apprizing 
the  patient  and  friends  of  the  preffing  danger. 

N 

ULCERS. 

Ulcers  fucceed  the  ufe  of  the  cauftic,  incurable  ulcers,  where  none 
before  exifted. 

In  thefe  cafes,  the  ufe  of  the  methods  already  recommended  may  be 
fometimes,  though  not  always,  ufeful.  Two  cafes  fliall  here  be  pro- 
duced, amongft  many  more  that  might  be  added ; which  may  prove  a 
/ leffon 
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Icflbn  of  caution  to  the  caufticators,  and  perhaps  may  deter  the  afflifted 
from  fuffering  fuch  dangerous  experiments  on  fome  of  the  moft  ex- 
quifitely  fenfible  parts  of  the -human,  body. 

Cafe.  ' ' 

An  officer  had  experienced  frequent  gonorrhoea;  in  fqme  he  fiif- 
fered  the  ufe  of  aftringent  injeflions,  by  the  advice  of  a celebrated  though 
rafli  furgeon.  A long  time  he  felt  uo  ill  elFechs ; but  as  he  advanced  in 
life,  the  urine  in  its  pafTage'was  obflrudted,  with  an  evacuation  of  mu- 
cus. I recommended  mucilaginous  and  oleous  remedies;  and  occafion- 
ally,  in  cafe  of  temporary  obftru£lion,  to  pafs  a bougie.  The  patient, 
purfuing  his  pleafures  and  free  living,  would  not  fubmit  to  any  regular 
plan  of  cure.  In  this  manner  he  proceeded  fome  years  without  any  great 
inconvenienge.  In  the  fpring  of  1799  ^ again  confulted;  and  on 
examining  the  urine,  inftead  of  mneus  I perceived  a greeniht-  coloured 
purulent  pus,  fetid  in  fmell  and  difagreeable  to  the  fight.  This  was 
accompanied  every  morning,  on  wakings  with  an  obftruftion  of  urine, 
which  could  not  be  removed  without  the  introduftion  of  a bou-rie. 

On  examining  the  cafe  accurately,  I difeovered  the  ulcer  was  near  the 
verumontanum.  Through  an  ivory  tube,  the  end  of  which  came  as  near 
■as  poffible  to  the  part  affe£led,  was  injefted  a fmall  quantity  of  lotlo paie- 
tra/is,  in  order,  if  poffible,  to  deterge  the  foul  ulcer.  A dry  regimen  was 
recommended,  and  innocent  mucilaginous  diet.  Internally  was  taken 
folutio  anti?nonialis  77iercurialis  in  decoftion  of  farfaparilla ; which  greatly 
affifls  the  cure  of  moft  evil  ulcei's.  The  patient  continued_  the  plan  for 
three  weeks ; the  pus  amended  in  qqality  and  .diminiflied  in  quantity. 
The  patient  was  much  relieved,  Wifliing  to  expedite  the  cure,  a grain 
more  of  the  hydrarg.  muriat.  was  added  to  eight  ounces  of  the  folutio 
j)enetrans,  but  this  the  urethra  of  the  patient  could  not  bear.  One  grain  to 
eight  ounces  oi  water  was  all  that  could  be  admitted.  This  plan  fucceeded 
in  rendering  all  the  fymptoms  better;  and  the  pus  very  much  diminifliing, 
fo  as  to  be  very  little  in  quantity,  to  three  ounces  of  oleum  amygdalarum 
M'as  added  one  dram  of  extradum  faturni,  and  conveyed  to  the  part 
affeaed  in  the  urethra.  This  anfwered  well,  and  little  appearance  of 
ulcer  remained;  but  ftill  .mucus  iffiies  with  urine,  which  I have  reafon  to 
conclude  will  continue  through  the  remainder  of  ffie  patient’s  life.  Some 
time  after  this,  I was  informed  by  the  attendant  furgeon,  that  the  patient 
had  been  perfuaded  to  have  cauflic  bougies  applied,  as  a radical  cure  for 
his  complaint;  inftead  of  which  the  ulcer  was  produced  in  the  urethra 
wdiere  no  fuch  difeafe  was  before.  A friend  of  this  gentleman’s  hjl  his 
life  by  the  cauf  k bougie  praftice,  which  fo  alarmed  the  officer,  that  he 
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rcfifted  all  further  perfuafion  to  have  it  introduced ; or  he  might  have 
fhared  the  fate  of  his  more  credulous  friend. 

Cafe  where  the  Caujlic  was  applied  above  one  hundred  Tmes, 

A refpeftable  tradefman,  who  had  been  treated  by  aftringent  injec- 
tions above  ten  years  fince,  foon  after  found  a ftrifture  in  the  urethra, 
which  he  occafionlly  removed  by  a common  bougie;  being  too  irritable 
to  undergo  a proper  courfe.  Lately  this  patient  applied  for  my  opinion 
again,  when,  on  examining,  I perceived  the  whole  flap  of  the  fhirt 
ilifFened  like  buckram,  and  covered  with  purulent  pus  and  fanies.  The 
evacuation  of  urine  was  greatly  impeded,  and  on  every  expulfatory  effort, 
violent  agonizing  pains  were  experienced,  The  patient  faid  he  had  been 
nearly  two  years  under  a cavftic  bougie  courfe,  that  he  had  fuffered  the 
'■  cauftic  bougie  to  be  applied  between  one  and  two  hXmdred  times.  Every 
•time  he  experienced  the  mofl  exquifite  pain  and  mifery,  and  at  times  iniich 
blood  iflued.  In  this  manner  he  continued  fulFering  torture,  whilfl:  the 
caufticating  a^tift  confidently  promifed  him  a certain  cure  in  the  end. 
The  -reverfe,  after  this  repeated  mifery,  pain,  and  treatment,  was  the 
confequence.  Every  day  there  is  fuch  a purulent  and  fanious  {linking 
difcharge  ifliiing  from  the  ulcers,  as  to  be  horrid  to  behold.  I requefled 
my  neighbour,  Mr.  Kerrifon,  formerly  my  pupil  at  the  St.  Mary-le-bone 
Infirmary,  to  pafs  a bougie.  He  found  three  obftruftions  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  verumontanum,  proflate,  and  neck  of  the  bladder, 
which  twified  the  point  of  the  bougie  into  a fpiral  form,  fomething  fimilar 
to  a corkfcrew.  -I  declared  the  cafe  to  be  incurable;  but  he  might  try 
medicated  bougies  with  Daran’s  unguent,  which  Mr.  Kerrifon  applied 
repeatedly.  The  mifery  of  this  unfortunate  patient  is  beyond  defcription 
horrid.  There  is  little  probability  of  relief,  or  even  a palliation,  during  the 
remainder  of  his  life,  and  indeed  death  under  fuch  diflrelling  circum- 
ftances  mufl  be  confidered  the  greatefl  confolation.  The  fliocking  tor- 
tures this  unfortunate  feels  is  nearly  fufficient  to  make  him  coqiniit  fili- 
cide as  the  mofl  certain  means  of  relief. 

mortification  and  dreadfully  painful  death. 

Diffeaions  pofi  mortem  prove,  that  where  gangrenes  have  happened 
from  the  efFefts  of  cauflics  adminiflered  to  the  urethra,  they  are  frequently 
different  from  the  fymptoms  common  to  other  mortifications.  In  other 
gangrenes  a ceflatioq  of  pain  accompanies  mortification ; and  though  it 
rnay  be  the  forerunner  of  death,  yet  pain  diminiflies  in  proportion  as  the 
gangrene  advances  in  its  road  to  fatality.  This  may  be  obferved  in 

mdi’tification  of  the  iatcfliiies  and  many  other  parts;  where  fyncope,  cold 
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fvveats  without  pain,  are  the  concomitants  ; the  patient  is  frec^ueritly  feii- 
lible  to  the  laft,  and  with  a mind  but  a moment  before  perfeftly  correft, 
dies ! On  the  contrary,  when  a mortification,  fucceeding  cauftics  applied 
to  the  urethra,  commences  and  proceeds,  the  unfoitunate  patient  is  in 
violent  agonies;  nothing  but  piercing  cries,  groans,  and  fllocking  lament- 
ations are  heard;  not  only  whilft  the  afFefted  retain  their  fenfes,'  but 
apparently  after  all  the  mental  powers  are  abolifhed.  By  the  mournful 
and  triftful  tones,  fhort  breathings,  and  miferable  gefticulations,  every 
reflefting  fpe£fator  of  the  tragic  fcene  mu  ft  be  ftruck  with  conviftion  of 
the  internal  and  diftrafting  lenfations ; and  this  often  continues  until  the 
laft  breath,  before  the  wretched  patient  expires. 

Thefe  are  a few  of  the  deleterious  confequences  of  cauftics.  The 
abolition  of  the  fublimeft  pleafure  which  man  enjoys  by  theacftof  coition, 
and  the  incapability  of  procreating  the  human  fpecies,  from  impotence 
in  the  ejaculation  of  femen,  are  trifles  light  as  air  in  comparifon  to  th* 
torments  already  defcribed.  > 

REASONING  ON  THE  INJURY  DONE  TO  THE  FUNCTIONS  OF  THE 
' GENITAL  PARTS,  BY  INJECTIONS,  CAUSTICS,  &:C. 

The  experience  of  the  moft  learned  phyficrans  and  celebrated  furgeons, 
in  Europe  has  been  produced,  in  dire<ft  oppofition  to  many  prevailing 
prejudices.  Fafts  are  innumerable;  but  it  maybe  neceflary,  in  addi- 
tional confirmation  of  the  importance  of  a fpeedy  change  of  praftice,  to 
reafon  profeffionally,  from  the  anatomical  ftrufture  of  the  parts,  phyflo- 
logy,  pathology,  and  therapeutics,  on  the  obje£tionable  doftrines,  that 
have  been  produftive  of  the  various  difafters  already  enumerated. 

The  femen  mafculinum,  or  male  feed,  is  firft  formed  in  the  tes- 
ticuLES,  then  repofited  in  the  vesicula:  seminales  or  feminal  ve- 
ficles,  afterwards  powerfully  emitted  with  a projeftile  force,  from  the 
canal  of  the  penis  or  yard,  into  the  uterus  or  womb ; where  it  renders 
the  female  ovum  prolific  *. 

The  tefticlcs  may  in  Vain  fecrete  or  form  feed  if  any  impediment 
prevent  its  free  egrefs  through  the  dufts  or  canals  of  the  feminal  veficles, 
placed  in  the  urethra.  The  aftringent  injedlions,  or  deftrudtive  cauftics, 
frequently  injure  or  dcftroy  the  aftion  of  the  feminal  veficles;  hence  an 
incurable  impotence,  by  prevention  of  the  femen  pafling  from  the  veficles 
into  the  urethra. 

Thofe  who  would  comprehend  thefe  and  other  functions,  the  ftrudlure 
and  ufes  of  all  parts  concerned,  may  confult  the  fixty-fifth  copper-plate 
engraving  in  my  Schola  Medicina  Uniwrfalis  Nowa,  m Latin,  or  in  the 
Englifh  tranflation  of  tliat  work;  where  every  part  of  the  male  and  female 
parts  of  generation  is  delineated. 
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The  ERECTION  of  the  penis  muft  be  complete.  The  ejacoi.atioN 
OF  SEMEN  flaould  be  vigoroufly  performed,  and  depends  on  many  circum^ 
Jiances  f . 

The  exquifite  pleafufes  of  love  and  the  procreation  of  the  humart 
fpecies  muft  ever  be  confidered  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  human 

f Some  of  the  neceflary  powers  of  ereftion  and  proje6lile  force  with 
which  the  femen  fliould  be  ejaculated,  are  contained  in  the  following 
quotation  from  the  great  and  immortal  Haller, ' page  184,  paracrraph 
DCCCXL.  &c. 

A.  long-continued,  and  violent  erection  is  at  laft  joined  comtnonly  witlj 
an  expulfion  of  tlie  femen;  and  this  requires  much  greater  force  than  is 
requifite  tor  the  ere6tion  only.  For  the.  femen  follows  at  that  time 
when  the  irritation  of  the  nerves  is  arrived  at  its  greateft  height : and  in 
•natural  venery  indeed,  when  at  length  tlie  cellular  (paces  of  the  urethra  and 
its  continuous  glands,  which  are  at  laft  filled,  become  (b  far  diftended  with 
a large  quantity  of  warm  blood,  that  the  nervous  papillae,  ftretched  out  in 
the  latter,  become  violently  affebted  from  the  irritating  or  pleafing  caufe; 
■the  feminal  veficles  are  emptied  by  the  levator  mufcles  of  the  anus,  which 
prefs  them  againft  the  rclifting -bladder  wftth  a con'vulfive  motion,  excited 
either  by  a voluptuous  imagination,  or  from  the  pruritus  that  is  exquifite  in 
, ihe  nerves  of  the  glans,  principally  in  its  lower  part,  which  is  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  frenum.  Hence  the  femen  is  never  difcliarged  with  any  of 
the  urine,  in  an  healthy  man;  becaufe  the  expulfion  of  it  requires  the 
bladder  to  be  clofed  or  drawn -up  firmly  together;  for,  while  lax,  it  affords 
}ittle  or  no  refiftance  to  the  feminal  veficles.  The  tranfverfe  mufcles 

* 

leem  to  dilate  the  canal  of  the  urethra  for  the  reception  of  the  femen 
cxipreffed  from  the  veficles. 

“ Soon  afterwards  the  powers  conftringing  the  urethra  are,  from  the 
irritation  of  the  very  fenfible  fabric  of  that  canal,  put  into  adtipn.  To 
{his  conftrifiion  conduces  principally  the  accelerator,  which  makes  a 
powerful  conculTion  of  the  bulb  and  adjacent  part  of  the  urethra,  fo  as  to 
propel  the  contents  more  fwiftly,  in  proportion  as  the  bulb  has  a larger 
diameter  than  that  of  the  urethra.  But  that  this  may  aft  firmly,  the 
fphinfter  of  the  anus,  together  witJi  tJiat  of  the  bladder,  mult  be  well  ftuit. 
The  accelerator  mufcle  feems  alfo  principally  concerned  in  the  ereftion,  by 
comprefling  the  veins  of  the  corpus  cavernofum  of  the  urethra.  At  the 
fame  time  the  ereSiores  penis,  as  they  arc  called,  arifing  from  the  tubercles  of 
the  ifchilim,  bepome  llrong,  and  arc  iuferted  into  tlie  cavernous  bodies, 
fufiaining  the  penis  as  a fort  of  medium  betwixt  the  tranfverfe  and  perpen- 
dicular direflion.  Thus  the  femen  is  drove  into  the  vagina,  and  into  the 
uterus  itfelf,  in  a prolific  coition  : the  whole  ailioii  of  which  is  very  impetu-  ■ 
pus,  and  comes  near  to  a convullion  ; whence  it  wondertully  weakens  the 
habit,  and  greatly  injures  the  whole  nervous  fyftcm,  as  the  maladies  arifing 
from  thence  feem  to  indicate,  i:»  confcqucnce  of  the  atteffion  of  the  nerv«> 
without  which  the  femen  cannot  be  expelled,” 
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fodety.  All  the  dlfeafes  of  the  urethra  enumerated  confequent  to  aftriil; 
gent  kije£l:ions  and  cauftic  bougies,  befide  the  mifery  produced,  not  only 
impede  the  of  coition  and  the  free  difcharge  oi  femen^  but  render  the 
exprefs  order  of  the  Divine  Being  abortive,  which  is,  increase  and 
MULTIPLY.  The  injeflors  and  caufticators  efFedlually  oppofe  this  divine 
ordinance.  , 

Neither  the  complete  erection  of  the  penis  nor  the  ejaculation  of 
femen  can  be  pei'formed  with  vigour  or  perfedion,  if  ftriftures,  excref- 
cences,  callofities,  or  ulcers,  from  aftringent  injedions,  or  the  effeds  of 
burning  cauftics,  prevent  the  direft  eredion  of  the  penis,  or  the  free 
projedile  force,  and  ftrong  ejedion  of  the  feed  in  the  ad  of  coition. 
The  penis  will,  in  many  of  thofe  difeafe's,  be  curved  inftead  of  ftraight ; 
hence  other  adual  caufes  of  impotence,  and  an  impoffibility  of  procreating 
the  human  fpecies.  , , 

The  femen,  in  fuch  complaints,  if  it  pafs  from  the  feed  veficles, 
DRIBBLES  through  the  urethra,  .accompanied  fometimes  with  purulent 
matter,  or  is  veiy  faintly  ejeded,  fo  as  not  to  be  perceived  by  the  female, 
to  the  great  difappointment  of  the  pleafures  of  love  to  both  parties. 
Amorous  efforts  are  attempted,  but  without  fruition. 

If  the  NECK  of  the  bladder, v€ru?nonta)ium,  or  any  other 
parts  of  the  urethra,  be  fwelled,  or  the  membranes  even  thickened,  or  con- 
traded,  fo  as  to  obftrud  the  free  fpurting  of  feed  in  its  pafTage,  diminifh- 
ing  the  natural,  healthful,  and  powerful  force,  or  the  mufcles  eredingthc 
penis,  or  concerned  in  the  ejaculation  of  femen,  be  diminiflied  in  their 
adion  by  tumours.  See.  procreation  is  dellroyed.  Behold  fome  of  the 
principal  caufes  of  impotence ! Behold  the  deftrudive  effeds  of  aftrin« 
gents  and  cauftics,  which,  befides  all  other  painful  and  dangerous  evilsj 
deftroy  the  powers  of  generating  our  fpecies ! 

THE  RUNNING  Of  A CLAP,  AND  THE  DISCHARGE  FROM  THE  NOSE 
IN  A COLD,  QUITE  DIFFERENT. 

Another  fubterfuge  of  the  defenders  of  aftringent  injedions  is,  the  fpe- ' 
cious  aflertion,  that  the  infectious  venereal  efflux  from  the 
URETHRA  is  fimilar  to  a catarrh,  coryza,  or  what  is  vulgarly  called 
a common  cold. 

How  any  ftrange  conceit  fliould  enter  into  an  hypothetical  brain  is  not 
wonderful ; but  -how  any  fedate  fober-minded  praditioner  in  the  learned 
profelfion  ofphyfic,  or  furgery,  lliould  countenance  fuch  a deception,  is 

truly  aftoni filing! 

The  diflimilarity  of  the  caufes  and  effeds  of  the  difcharge  of  a common 
Gold  and  a clap  is  fo  ffiiking,  that  the  flighteft  glance  of  the  eye  muff 
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iifcover  !t;  therefore  !t  requires  very  little  refleaioft  or  examination  to 

afcertain  the  abfolute  difference^ 

Is  the  djfcharge  from  catarrh,  cold,  dec.  infeaious?  Will  it  commu- 
Eicate  tne  fame  diforder,  a cold,  by  contad  to  any  other  perfon  ? Do 
people  with  colds,  give  colds  to  their  wives  or  neighbours?  Is  there' 
no  duTerence  between  the  inflammation  and  efflux  from  the  mucal  ure- 
thral glands  arifing  from  venereal  poifon,  and  that  innocent  excretion 
arifing  in  the  pituitary  membrane  of  the  nofe,  from  fudden  cold,  &c.? 
Where  is  the  fimiiarity  of  thefe  two  widely  different  fluids?  Does  not 
the  checked  running  in  a dap  produce  fwked  tefticles,  and  are  not  the 
various  parts  of  the  body  often  contaminated  by  the  abforption  of  venereal 
infeaion  ? Do  not,  at  times,  all  the  various  fymptoms  of  the  confirmed 
lues  venerea  originate  from  urethral  and  cliancrous  venereal  infedion? 
W^here  then  is  the  analogy  between  the  running  of  a clap  and  the  fneezing 
and  running  of  ffle  nofe  from  a cold  ? Is  it  not  a fophiftical  argumen“ 
held  out  to  deceive  the  unwary  ? Does  the  catarrh  or  cold  produce  ob- 
ftrudions  in  the  urinary  paffages,  pocky  eruptions,  tophs,  nodes,  noc- 
turnal excruciating  pains,  venereal  ulcers  in  the  throat  or  palate,  the  lofs 
of  the  nofe,  rotten  bones,  and  all  the  other  venereal  infedious  evils  re- 
cited in  the  foregoing  part  of  the  treatife  ? 

1 o give  a greater  latitude  to  fair  reafoning,  it  would  not  be  difficult  to 
prove,,  that  few  local  diforders  ever  exift  in  the  human  body.  Are  there 
any  real  difeafes,  that  do  not  excite  ungrateful  fenfations  in  the  body? 
The  part,  therefore,  where  the  diforder  may  be  fixed,  niufl:  include  ner- 
vous fenfibility,  fympathy,  and  nervous  intelligence  to  the  brain,  or  conl- 
mon  fenloiium.  If  the  nervous  fyftem  be  irritated  by  pain,  inflamma- 
tion, heat  of  urine,  venereal  ftrangury,  or  any  other  caufe,  a diforder  of  a 
part  cannot  alone  exifl,  when  other  parts  compofing  the  human  body  are 
fenfibly  affeded.  There  are,  therefore,  very  few  diforders  that  can  be 
called  LOCAi,,  for  there  are  very  few  wliich  do  not  occafion  ungrateful 
fenfations  in  the  nerves,  fever,  and  mental  difquictude,  &c. 

If  diseases  be  similar  in  loc.vlity  and  causes,  they  should 

BE  CURED  IN  THE  SAME  MODB. 

As  the  injedors  ihfinuate,  that  the  common  affedion  of  a cold  irritating 
the  mucal  glands  of  the  nofe,  bronchia,  dec.  and  can  ling  an  increafe  of 
niucal  difeharge,  is  fo  flmilarto  a virulent  infedious  efflux  from  the  ure- 
thra; why  do  theyufe  aftringents  ? If  any  praditioner  injeded  the  nofe 
with  folutions  of  vitriol,  or  gave  flyptics  in  a catarrh,  he  would  be 
thought  mad;  for  he  might  injure  the  afflided.  Do  not  the  injedors 
life  thofe  very  compofitions  ? As  the  objed  of  checking  a difeharge  from 
the  mii cal  glands  in  the  urethra  in  venereal  cafes  is  fo  much  inlifted  on;  if 

there 
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there  were  any  fimllarity  in  the  catarrh,  it  miift  be  equally  neceflary  m 
that  common  cold.  “ Local  difeafes,”  fay  thefe  fages,  “ only  re- 
quire LOCAL  remedies;  and  the  dap^is  as  innocent  as  an  efflux  of  a 
cold  from  the  nofe  or  throat,  and  perfedly  fimilar.”  The  itinocetue  of 
urethral  venereal  infedion  has  been  fully  proved  to  be  frequently  terribly 
nodious,  and  deftrudive  in  cohfequences,  from  the  poifon'ous  infednon; 
it  remains  for  the  injedors  to  prove  the  fame  of  catarrh  before  they  con- 
firm any  fmiilitude  in  fiich  oppofite  difeafes. 

WHETHER  LOCAL  DISEASES  ONLY  REQUIRE  TOPICAL' OR  LOCAL 

REMEDIES. 

In  the  therapeutic  part,  falfe  principles  are  received  as  true.  It  is  faid 
in  defence  of  aftringent  injedions,  cauftic  bougies,  or  cauftics  applied  to 
chancres,  that  local  diseases  only  require  local  remedies. 

The  inflammation  of  the  conjundive  membrane  of  the  eye  is  ftridily  a 
local  difeafe,  evident  to'  the  fight,  and  not  hidden  like  the  venereal  iru^ec- 
tious  inflammation  of  the  urethra  called  clap.  Three  fpecies,  amongft 
many  others,  may  be  mentioned : the  moft  violent,  called  chemofis, 
the  venereal,  and  the  intermittent.  Will  local  applications  cure  thefe 
difeafes.?  Are  not  the' moft  powerful  evacuations  of  bleeding,  cupping, 
faline  cathartics,  and  antiphlogiftics,  abftinence,  &c.  abfolutely  necef- 
fary  in  the  firft .?  Will  any  remedies  but  mercurial  antivenereals  cure  the 
fecond .?  Can  the  third  be  removed  without  bark,  vitriolic  acid,  with  pre- 
parations of  zinc,  &c.  ?,  Whoever  attempted  their  cure  without  internal 
proper  remedies,  as  well  as  appropriate  external  fomentations,  &c.  would 
be  ftigmatized  as  ignorant,  and  muft  be  the  caufe  of  blindnefs  in  propor- 
tion to  the  extenfion  of  pradice  *.  ' ^ 

Inflammations  of  various  other  , parts,  conmfions,  different  fpecies  of 
ulcers,  although  ftridly  local,  frequently  require  the  moft  efficacious 
internal  remedies,  according  to  various  caufes.  The  propofition,  there- 
fore, of  LOCAL  DISEASES  ONLY  REQUIRING  LOCAL  REMEDIES,  U' 

inadmiffible  in  pradice,  however  plaufible  it  may  appear  in  whimfical 
and  falfe  hypothefis. 

Befides,  the  injedors  and  caufticators  of  chancres  contradid  their 
own  hypothefis  by  their  pradice.  Venereal  ulcers  in  the  throat,  palate, 
nofe,  tophs,  or  nodes  on  the  bones,  &c.  the  common  effeds  of  cajuftics 

* See  the  treatment  of  thefe  difeafes  in  the  third  volume  of  my  Rational 
Pradice  of  Phyfic,  and  in  the  moft  approved,  experienced,  and  learned 
authors.  External  applications,  ufed  to  thefe  aft'edions,  have  blinded 
thoufands,  particularly  poultices;  which  have  caufed  fuppurations  and  the 
burfting  of  the  eye,  or  incurable  opacities  of  the  cornea,  See.  See  likewife 
my  Treatife  on  the  Cure  of  ulcerated  Legs  without  Reft,  by  remewing 
Caufes  from  the  Conjlitution,  4kc.  &c. 
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applied  to  chancres,  aftrlngent  injeftions,  or  leaving  the  clap  to  cure  itfelf, 
appear  many  years  after  their  fuppofed  cure  by  injeaion,  &c.  Thefe  are 
all  as  local  as  the  gonorrhoea  virnlenta,  as  it  is  called,  and  arife  from  the 
fame/..i/S«,  namely,  venereal  infeftion ; yet  both  injedtoi-s  and  cauftica- 
tors,  defertmg  their  favourite  principle  of  local  diseases^  only  re- 
quiring local  remedies,  apply  univerfals,  mb  in  mercurial  oint- 
ment unmercifully,  raife  vehement  falivations,  &c.  to  corred:  and  cure 
the  baneful  effefts  of  their  former  blundering  errors 

Let  not  the  profeffion,  therefore,  nor  mankind,  be  any  longer  deceived 
by  fuch  futile  alfertions,  which  in  their  confequences  have  produced 
iueh  a multiplicity  of  mifchicf.  The  followers  of  fuch  unfounded  doc- 
trines cannot  too  foon  relinquidi  the  horrid  practice  of  injeaLg  and 
flopping  venereal  running,  on. iwzh  fallacious  grounds;  by  this  they  will 
infallibly  prevent  the  neceffit}'  of  caujtic,  or  any  other  bougies. 

Theie  will  be  a plentiful  harveft  of  urethral  ftriftures  fo  long  as  aftrin- 
gent  iijjedions,  either  through  the  impatience  of  the  infefted,  or  the 
errors  of  the  prejudiced,  exifl.  The  caulllc  bougie  has,  and  will  have, 
ample  fcope  for  that  deleterious  praaice.  Frefli  dupes  will  arrive  daily, 
and  freflt  misfortunes  will  accompany  their  uafufpicious  credulity,  as  long 
ascauflics  to  the  urethra  are  applied.  The  dead  tell  no  tales.  Thofe 
who  furvive  the  tormenting  praaice,  and  live  In  inexpreffible  mifery  from 
the  effeds  of  cauftics.  See.  conceal  their  infirmities  -as  much  as  poflible, 
both  before  and  after  the  wretched  attempts  to  obtain  a radical  cure. 
Difappointed  in  their  fanguine  expeaations,  theY  apply  to  any  praai- 
tioner  fooner  than  an  aflringent  injeaor,  or  urethral  caufticator;  and, 

• whilft  thefe  rafli  operators  are  boafting  of  fuccefsful  cures,  mar^  other 
of  the  faculty  know  that  the  reverfe  is  the  truth,  and  could,  if  theY 
plealed,  expofe  the  dreadful  fufferings,  and  often  fatal  catastrophe 
of  the  aflliaed.  A delicacy  of  fentiment,  a regard  for  the  honour  of  the 
art,  and  the  charaaers  of  the  erroneous,  fliould  ever  prevent  perfonalities. 
To  attack  prejudices,  but  Ipare  perfons,  is  the  moft  honourable  mode  of 
procedure.  It  is  hoped  the  multiplicity  of  proofs,  in  town  and  country, 
ot  dreadtul  injuries,  imperfea  cures,  or  fatal  effeas  from  cauftics,  fo 
■well  known  to  numerous  praaitioners,  will  prove  a bar  to  future  mif- 
chief;  efpecially  as  mild  fuccefsful  methods  of  cure  are  communicated, 
in  which  there  is  neither  risk,  daJiger,  nor  apprehenfion  of  fata- 
litat.  It  is  noble  in  the  art  of  medicine  not  to  shrink 
FROM  difficulties;  but  it  .is  irrational  to  attempt  im- 
possibilities. 

• Violent  inflammation  of  the  proftate,  tefliclcs,  &c.  produces  fever,  re- 
quiring lileediiig,  Sic.  Tlie  great  ^larp  recommends  free  bleeding,  &c.  as 
i!i  tlie  pleurify,  &c.  &c.  and  his  metJiods  are  I'ucccfsfiil. 
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F is  reported,  that  a neft  of  irritate4  hornets  will  furround  and  ' 
torture  the  author  to  death,  for  daring  to  produce  thefe  important 
truths.  It  fhould  be  remembered,  that  not  anyone  practitioner, 
but  a numerous  hoft  of  the  moft  learned  men  in  Europe,  for 
above  two  centuries,  have  condemned  aftringent  injeClions.  To 
be  wounded  in  fuch  refpeCtable  and  learned  company  would  be 
the  higheft  honour.  Behold  the  formidable  veteran  army  of  true 
fcience  againft  chimerical  notions  and  palpable  abfurdities.  • ’ 


AUTHORS  WHO  HAVE  SEVERELY  REPROBATED  ASTRINGENT 
INJECTIONS,  AND  WHOSE  SENTIMENTS  ARE  QUOTED  IN 
THE  PRECEDING  PART  OF  THE  WORK.  , ' 

1.  Fernelius,  2i.  Lieuteaud, 

2.  Julius  Casfar  Benedidlus,  22.  Brooks, 


3.  Jonftonus,  ' 

4.  Sydenham, 

5.  Wifeman, 

6.  River i us, 

7.  Nenter, 

8.  Pitcairn, 

9.  Freind, 

10.  Shaw, 

11.  Hoffman, 

12.  Robin fon, 

13.  Heifler, 

14.  Aftruc, 

15.  Col  de  Viiars, 

16.  Daran, 

17.  Van  Swieten, 

18.  Ludwig, 

19.  Rowley 

20.  Vogel, 


23.  Juberthou, 

24.  Dibon, 

25.  Dionis, 

26.  Window, 

27.  Home, 

.28.  Storck, 

r i 

29.  Stoll, 

30.  Marherr, 

31.  Plenck, 

32.  De  Meza, 

33.  Callifen, 

34.  Colombier, 

35.  Cullen, 

36.  Swediaur, 

37.  Pott, 

38.  Howard, 

39.  Mr.  Everard  Home, 

40.  Numerous  cotemporaries. 


* It  may  appear  extraordinary  to  fee  the  nanje  of  tlie  prefept  author  ip 
the  lift  j but  a work  was  publiftied  on  tlie  fiibjeiit  tliirty  years  ago.  It  was 
not  rcpubliftied  in  the  Rational  Pra6tice  of  PhyOc,  as  I never  intended  to 
interfere  in  furgery,  had  not  tlie  prefent  caufes  rendered  it  highly  necclfary, 
for  the  falvation  of  Ibciety,  and  to  ferve  the  caufe  of  humanity.  The  whole 
has  been  written  in  thofe  momentary  opportunities  that  could  be  fpared  from 
tlie  continual  liurry  of  anextenfivc  medical  town  praCfice. 

^ Dare 


Dare  any  praaitioner,  however  elevated  in  his  own  eftcem, 
^afTert,  that  his  private  voice  fliould  be  attended  to  againft  fuch  an 
afiemblage  of  all  the  learning  in  Europe  ? Will  any  one  be 
fufficiently  bold  to  defend  the  aftringent  injedors  in  open  vio- 
lation of  thoufands  of  indubitable  and  forrowful  fads?  Are  there 
any  phyfieians  and  furgeons  in  Europe,  who  would  countenance 
the  ftigmatized  dodrines,  in  dired  oppofition  to  truth?  If  there 
be  any  fuch  men  exifling,  they  ill  deferve  the  name  of  phyfieians  j 
they  fhould  be  nominated  tormentors.  Contraded  pradice  may 
be  filent;  but  it  is  a great  advantage  in  this  grand  commercial  me- 
tropolis, where  venereal  cafes  are  fo  common,  that  any  novelty 
is  foon  afeertained,  as  to  its  utility  or  mifehief. 

THE  THREA‘tENED  ATTACK  OF  THE  CAUSTICATORS, 

The  caufticators  in  Great  Britain,  fome  fay,  are  numerous; 
they  too,  fired  with  wrath,  will  take  the  field,  cauRics  in  hand, 
to  burn  and  confiime  every  expofer  of  their  favourite  pradice. 
The  conflid  cannot  be  with  any  individual  ; but  with  a confider-, 
able  force  of  many  difHnguifhed  furgeons.  It  piufi:  be  the  battle 
of  rafh  projed  againfi:  the  united  voice  of  found  reafon  and  long 
experience.  Many,  however,  have  deferted  the  cauftic  caufe, 
full  of  remorfe  and  contrition,  for  the  mifehiefs  they  have  occa- 
fioned  by  their  credulity  in  impofiibilities.  They  now  with 
afflidion  fay,  that  refledion  comes  too  late  *.  There  is  another 
body  of  pradilioncrs,  few  in  number  it  is  hoped,  who  proteff, 
with  a pertinacious  proud  obftinacy,  they  will  not  defift  until 
they  have  fired  the  urethras  of  feveral  more.  It  is  ferioufly  recom- 
mended to  thefe  to  view  Saviard’s  cafes.  Let  them  read  the 
lamentable  deferiptions  of  the  authors  produced  in  the  prefent 
work.  Let  them  induftrioufly  afeertain  many  recent  fads  in  this 
metropolis,  the  horrid  effeds  of  their  temerity.  Let  them  be 
convinced  that  the  unfeeling  projed  is  not  a new  contrivance ; 
but  one  that  has  always  failed  and  produced  mifehief  in  the  hands 
of  different  impoftors  and  adventurers  for  nearly  two  centuries. 

If  the  cenfin  ed  praflices  continue,  neither  mankind,  from  their  wilful 
credulity,  nor  the  uninformed  of  the  profeflion,  merit  tlie  folicitude  of  the 
fcience,  humanity,  and  integrity  of  tliofc  honourable  charadters,  who  have 
fo  freely  reprobated  adringent  injedfions,  caiifUc  bougies^  ,&c.  Even  the 
partial  ufe  of  afirin|jeius  is  very  dubitable, 
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Let  them  fee,  coolly  and  candidly,  the  reiterated  obfervatlons  of 
Ferrius,  Saviard,  Astruc,  De  la  Faye,  Samuel  Sharps 
Le  Dran,  Daran,  and  all  thofe  eminent  furgeons  who  were 
moft  capable  of  giving  important  information,  advice,  and  warn- 
ing to  the  inexperienced  and  uninformed.  If  they  continue  the 
fhocking  pradice,  after  thefe  public  teftimonies  of  difapprobation 
of  fo  many  fkilful  praftitioners,  they  mull  be  confidered,  in  the 
higheft  degree,  incorrigible.  Behold  the  names  of  many  men, 
elevated  by  real  merit  and  (kill  to  the  higheft  rank  in  the  profef- 
fion  ! They  appear  not  like  the  unlettered,  who  boaft  they  never 
ftudy  books,  and  are  too  conceited  to  be  taught  what  they  do  not 
know  ; but  many  excellent  pradifers,  who  fagacioufly  availed 
themfelves  of  the  bold  attempts,  fortunate  or  ill  fuccefsof  their 
anceftors,  and  have  accordingly  regulated  their  condud,  in  moft 
cafes,  by  the  laws  of  humanity,  and  the  rules  of  enlightened  fcience* 


1.  Ambrofe  Pare, 

2.  AlphonfusTerrius, 

3.  Foreftus, 

4.  Scultetus, 

5.  Wifeman, 

6.  Saviard, 

7.  Verdun, 

8.  Aftruc, 

9.  Col  de  Vilars, 


10.  Palfyn, 
i I.  De  la  Faye* 

12.  Daran j 

13.  Sharp> 

14.  Heifter, 

15.  Le  Draitj 

16.  Jefle  Footj 

17.  Bell, 

18.  Teytaud*. 


reasonings  of  THE  CAUSTICATORS  PROVED  ERRONEOUS* 


Some  of  the  caufticators,  when  prefled  on  the  fatality  of  their 
cruel  projed,  cauftic  mania,  or  mad  rage  of  the  day,  acknow- 
ledge lives  have  been  loji,  in  fome  inftances  ; but  in  juftificationj, 

* There  are  two  or  tliree  quoted  aS  liaving  iifed  caudic  remedies,  particu- 
larly auripigmentum.  The  excellent  furgeon  of  I’Hotel  Dieu  of  Paris, 
Defauit,  whofe  le6tures  have  been  lately  publiflied  in  French,  and  who 
attended  the  late  unfortunate  Dauphin  of  France,  in  his  lad  unhappy  mo- 
ments, fays,  concerning  caudics,  “ II  y en  a comme  I’arfenic,  dont  la 
caudicite  qd  fi  active,  qu’on  doit  6tre  tres-circonfpe6t  dans  I’ufage  qu’on 
cn  fait.”  It  does  not  appear,  that  the  caudicators  ever  examine  the  date  of 
patients  two  or  three  years  after  a fuppofed  cure;  if  they  did,  they  would 
immediately  relinquidi  the  pradice.  Many  inllances  of  the  dreadful  effects 
have  come,  and  are  daily  coming,  under  my  own  obfervtuion.  The  aug- 
mented mifery' would  be  Ihocking  to  relate, 

' Y % 
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they  afk,  what  chirurgical  operations  can  be  performed  without 
danger?  thus  endeavouring  to  confound  ftriaures  of  the  ure- 
thra with  the  capital  operations  of  amputation  in  cafes  of  gan- 
grene,  or  gun-lhot  wounds  in  the  joints,  &c.  ; cutting  for  the 
Hone  ; or  trepanning  for  fraaures  of  the  cranium,  &c.  Thus,  they 
fatisfy  weak  minds  of  the  abfolute  neceffity  of  cauftics  being 
applied  to  the  urethra,  to  remove  the  confequences  of  aftringent 
mjedions,  omiffions  of  mercury,  &c.  &c.*  Such  fuperficial  rea- 
foning  muft  make  logic  laugh!  If  caufes  of  difeafes,  fituations, 
fimilarity  of  fundions,  and  (Contiguous  fenfibility  of  parts  and 
danger,  be  not  analogous ; all  conclufions  from  fucH  remote  and  dif- 
fimilar  principles  muft  be  fophiftical  and  fallacious.  Such  arguments 
are  as  diftant  from  the  main  point,  as  eaft  from  weft.  Are  patients, 
who  have  fuffered  ftriHures  many  years  with  more  or  lefs  incon- 
.venience,  to  be  confidercd  in  a ftate  analogous  to  thofe  who  are 
fuffering  under  rapidly  fpreading  mortifications,  gun-fiiot  wounds 
of  the  joints,  fradures  of  the  cranium,  &c.  where  hazardous, 
very  dangerous  operations,  which  often  prove  fatal,  are  imme- 
diately necelfary,  as  the  only  probable  means  of  faving  life  ? Will 
patients,  affliaed  with  lohg-continued  urethral*  obftruaions,  die 
in  a few  hours  or  in  a day  or  two,  if  cauftics  be  not  applied  t ? 
Are  thofe  fiery  burning  weapons  the  only  miferable  refources,  in 
the  prefent  cultivated  fcience  of  furgcry,  capable  of  affording 
relief?  No.  Milder  methods  have  univerfally  fucceeded  ; whilft 
cauftics  have  produced  what  every  ftcilful  furgeon  ftiould  religioufly 
avoid  being  the  caufe  of,  namely,  intolerable  pains,  haemorrhage, 

-*  Though  Bilguer,  firfl  furgcoii  of  the  armies  of  Frederic  the  Great,  king 
pf  Pruilia,  has,  in  numerous  inflaiues,  proved  the  contrary  in  regard  to 
gun-fhot  wounds,  for  he  never  amputated,  where  it  was  a rule  of  art,  and 
yet  o.tcn  fucceeded.  If  the  faiiie  practice  liad  been  followed  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  all  his  patients  would  have  died  of  lacked  jaws.  In  the  war  before 
hill,  we  never  waited,  in  hot  climates,  for  a feparation  ; the  fafeft  mode  was 
to  amputate  early.  In  Mr.  121i::ard’s  ingenious  Trcatife  on  Gun-fliot 
Wounds  this  is  not  recommended,  i comnmnicared  tliis  dodlrine  in  the 
chapter  on  gun-Ihot  wounds,  in  Medical  Advice  to  the  Army  and  Navy, 
prefented  to  his  Majclly  in  *776,  during  the  American  war. 

f Some  cavillers  and  defenders  afk,  Suppofe  the  urethi-a  be  obliterated, 
would  not  cauflic  be  proper  there?  No;  it  has  been  tried,  and  proved 
fatal.  The  art  is  not  obliged  to  attempt  impollibilitics  in  defpei-ate  cafes. 
'Ihe  art  likewife  has  better  methods,  which  every  fkilful  furgeon  knows. 
Befidcs,  the  total  obliteration  w a very  rare  cafe. 


inflammation, 
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inflammation,  cold  (hlverings,  abfcefs,  callofities,  incurable  ulcers, 

mortification,  and  an  agonizing  death  ! 

The  aftringent  injeaors  inconfidcrately  pave  the  way  and  pre- 
pare inhuman  work  for  the  caufticators  ; but  it  is  remarkable,  the 
caufticators  declare  they  never  ufe  injections,  it  is  fufficient  for 
them  to  remove  the  effeCts.  ^id  ejl  hoc  r*  ^lare  hac  fubha  niu- 
tatlo  ? They  embark  in  the  fame  bottom,  and  muft  fink  or  fwim 
together.  The  caufticators,  not  perhaps  knowing,  or  forgetting 
that  admirable  rule  in  flcilful  forgery,  Cuncta  prius  ten- 
TANDA,  fly  to  their  torturing  remedy  with  eager  precipitation, 
and  ftride  in  violent  hafte  to  burn  a temporary  paflage  through 
the  urethra  without  trying  thofe  lenient  methods  that  have 
fucceeded  with  Da  ran,  Sharp,  and  many  of  the  moft 'excel- 
lent furgeons.  Were  thefe  great  and  experienced  men  living, 
they  would  be  filled  with  horror  ^ their  fouls  would  freeze  at  the 
barbarity  of  the  times,  and  raflmefs  of  the  prefent  coarfe  and 
random  applications.  By  the  unfeeling  violence  of  the  cauftica- 
tors, they  have  produced,  in  fome  inftances,  the  frightful  opera- 
tion of  laying  open,  or  cutting  away,  the  corpus  spongiosum 
PENIS.  The  penis  itfelf,  in  other  inftances,  has  been  cut  off, 
amputated  Ij  ! The  caufticators,  therefore,  inftead  of  fecurely 
fheltering  themfelves  and  defending  their  praClice  on  the  plaufible 
plea  of  other  operations  being  dangerous,  and  laying  ftrefs  oo 
that  circumftance  as  a vindication  of  their  ralhnefs,  and  the 
fatality  of  the  favourite  praCHce,  only  expofe  the  nakednefs  of  the 
land  in  the  fair  fields  of  reafon.  Such  fophifters  appear  to  have  a 
very  high  notion  of  their  own  fublime  faculties,  and  a very  con- 
temptuous opinion  of  the  mental  powers  of  others  j to  fuppofe 

* It  has  proved  in  many  inftances  temporary,  to  my  own  knowledge,  and, 
that  of  many  otlier  praftitioners.  If  tlie  ulcer  produced  by  the  cauftic  be 
curable,  a contracted  cicatrix  remains,  and  in  time  the  original  fymptoms 
of  obftnjction  reappear. 

■Ij  Can  any  thing  be  more  dreadful  to  mankind  than  the  lofs  of  tliofe 
important  parts,  on  v%hich  population  depends?  Women  fcarcely  ever 
know  tlic  accurfed  fymptoms  of  urethral  (tridtures.  They  are  never  or 
rarely  cured  by  any  aftringent  injected  through  the  meatus  urinaiius.  The 
lower  clafs  until  lately  efcaped ; gentlemen  of  rank  and  fortune  are  moft  the 
vidtims  to  the  mal-pradlices.  A military  furgeon  of  great  experience  exr- 
claimed  the  other  day,  in  confirmation  of  my  obl'ervations,  “ Moft  of  the 
military  have  ruined  urethras!’’ 


I 
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fuch  a fllmfy  fuperficial  fophifm  could  have  any  weight  amongd 
the  erudite  in  the  profefhon  of  phyfic,  a profeffion  in  which, 
amongft  many  members,  the  moft  extenfive  and  univerfal  learn- 
ing  exifts.  The  firft  part  of  the  fentence,  cuncta  prius 
TENTANDA,  has  been  totally  difregarded,  as  if  no  fuch  humane 
and  excellent  maxim  belonged  to  the  moft  ufeful  art  of  furgery  ; 
for  they  attempt  nothing,  when  they  fhould  attempt  every  thing 
fafely  pradicable.  Sed  immeeticabile  vulnus  ense  reci- 
bfndum,  ne  pars  sincera  trahatur,  has  been  the  pro- 
feftional  plea  for  amputation,  &c.  7'he  caufticators,  inftead  of 
obferving  this  wife  precept,  this  precept  of  neceftity  ; by  their  ac- 
tive fires,  force  sincere  and  healthful  parts  into  a ftate  of 
dreadful  difeafe  ; then  ense  recidendum  is  put  into  execution, 
fometimes  by  the  lofs  of  the  penis,  or  fcrotum,  &c.  if  not  of  life  *. 

The  caufe  tlten  of  fuch  a premature  death  originates  in  the 
violence  of  the  cauftic  application,  and  the  precipitancy  of  the 
furgeon,  who  w'ould  not  attend  to  cuncta  prius  tentanda. 

THE  injectors  AND  CAUSTICATORS  HAVE  MUCH  TO  PROVE 
TO  SUPPORT  THEIR  DOCTRINES, 

If  any  caufticating  furgeons  fhould  take  the  field  in  defence  of 
aftringent  injedlions  and  the  efcharotic  caufe,  publifh  their  names, 
and  declare  their  intentions  of  determined  perfeverance  in  that 
abominable  treatment,  it  would  be  a generous  a6l  ; for  then  man- 
kind would  be  apprized  of  what  they  have  to  fufFer,  and  the  whole 
world  would  know  to  whom  they  are  obliged  for  all  the  various 
evils  recited  i to  whom  they  owe  all  the  misfortunes,  thatdiminifh 
the  honour  of  the  art,  and  which  make  all  humanity  Ihudder  1 
If  they  undertake  the  tkfence  of  the  pradice,  they  muft  prove,  in 
direct  contradidion  to  the  learned  authors  quoted,  that  aftringent 
injedions,  notvvithftanding  the  daily  evils  they  produce,  and  for 
which  reafon  the  caufiicators  have  deferred  the  pradice  in  tot»y 
■ are  harmlefs  and  falutary  : that  although  thoufands  have  been 

*-  When  the  neck'  of  the  bladder,  or  bladder  itfelf,  mortifies  by  the 
horrid  praiilice,  wjiich  has  happened,  enfe  recidendum  is  as  impoITible  as 
cutting  out  the  flomach,  womb,  or  ureters,  heart,  &c.  It  cannot  be  per- 
formed wiiliout  infiantaneous'dcatii  following.  So  that  when  a mortification 
©f  any  part  of  the  bladder,  or  its  neck,  happens',  there  is  not  the  confolation 
of  cutting  away  the  difeafed  parts,  ne  ^ars  ftnccra  trahatur. 
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poxed  from  the  exclufion  of  mercury  in  recent  venereal  Infeaion; 
yet  it  is  an  excellent  praftice  to  omit  that  only  fpecific  t : that 
ftriaures  in  the  urethra  are  as  frequently  fubfequentto  every  other 
pradlice  as  from  injeftion,  although  all  difpaffionate  obfervers, 
and  all  who  do  not  injeft,  prove  direaiy  the  oppofite  faa  ; that 
the  beft  way  of  curing  a clap  is  to  produce  a compleat  pox*: 
that  powertul  falivations  are  neceflary,  although  much  mifchief 
followshhe  rough  praaice,  and  although  milder  methods  prove  a 
permanent  cure,  in  millions  of  inllances : that  cauftics  to 

chancres  and  urethral  ftriaures,  are  excellent  remedies  ; although 
the  firft  often  produce  buboes,  phymofis,  paraphymofis,  dangerous 
ulcers,  &c.  or  confirmed  poxes,  many  years  after  a fuppofed 
cure;  tl'.e  latter,  the  evils  related,  the  lofs  of  the  whole  penis  in 
fome  inflances,  through  the  jagged  remains  of  which  a new 
jiaflage  has  been  burned : that  fuppurative  bougies,  which  have 
unqueftionably  cured  fo  many  thoufands,  with  eafe,  feenrity,  and 
permanency,  are  quite  inferior  to  the  uncertain  dilatation  projea, 
or  to  the  burning  cauftic,  that  has  rendered  fo  many  miferable, 
or  proved  fo  terribly  deftruaive.  When  thefe  and  many  more 
fuch  impofiibilities  are  irrefutably  proved ; then  may  the  injeaors 
and  caufticators  triumph  ! then  may  the  enterprifing  followers 
of  the  cauftic  banners  continue  unmolefted,  and  march,  armed  ^ 
with  the  fiery  weapons,  to  repeat  their  terrible  violations  of  rea- 

fon,  experience,  and  humanity! 

The  CORPS  DE  RESERVE  lhall  laftly  be  brought  forth  in  de- 
fence of  the  mild  fuppurating  mode  of  treating  urethral  obftruc- 

t It  has  been  infinuated  by  fome  furgeons  of  no  fmall  eminence,  that 
there  is  fuppofed  to  be  a little  charlatanerie  in  the  cauftic  bufinefs  ; and  while 
that  frightful  praftice  is  held  out  as  frimum  mobile,  in  many  cafes,  no  cauftic 
is  applied;  but  the  common  methods  are  ufed,  by  which  other  fuigeons 
prove  fuccefsful.  Intliis  1 do  not  fpeak  from  my  6wn  knowledge,  but  marely 
from  the  affertions  of  others ; who  likewife  affirm,  that  many  cafes  have 
been  treated  as  bougie  cafes,  where  no  obftruaions,  or  very  little,  exifted. 
It  is  hoped,  for  the  honour  of  humanity,  thefe  affertions  are  exaggerated, 

and  unfounded. 

* One  Dr.  Mifaitbln,  a charlatan,  who  cauglit  the  ear  of  the  great  fay 
injeaions,  firft  poxed  his  patients,  and  then  gave  mercury  to  cure  the  effeas 
of  his  own  handy  work.  I confider  Hogarth’s  DoaorinMarriage-a-la-Mode, 
with  carious  bones  of  the  fkull,  &c.  as  a fevere  ridicule  of  theinjeaing  and 
poxing  praclice  of  that  day, 

tjons, 
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furgepns  of  tl,e  firfi  charaaer,  learned  profefTora^  111'  unTte^”! 

oTz:f,;.;,ea“t  ^ 

l,:.Ali.Um,uc  * Meorcns,./.,,  a,uJU  f J,  u MM,A  * 

]\I.  Damn. 

MESSIJ^URS 
Albin,  . — 


f Doaeirr  aggrcgc  au  College  des  Medccins  a 
L Marfeille. 

_1  r Confciller  du  Roi,  & r«n  de  fes  Mededns  or- 
I.  dinaircs. 

— Doyen  dii  College des  Medecins  de  Marfeille.  ' 

_ r Prcmjer  Medecin  de  Monfeigneiir  le  Datiphm  & 

I de  Madame  la  Daupliinc. 

Dodeur  de  I’Univerlite  de  Montpellier,  Mededn 
du  Roi  a Fontainebleau,  ci-devant  Medecin 
ordinaire  de  S.  A.  R.  Madame  la  DuchelFe  de 
Lorraine. 

— _ / ^°^^^eur-Regent  de  la  Faculte  de  Paris,  Cenfeur 
1 Royal,  & Medecin  ordinaire  du  Roi. 

— I ^’cnfeur  Royal,  & I'un  des  Auteurs  du  Journal  ^ 
I des  Savans.  / , 

— Doaeur-Regent  de  la  Faculte  de  Paris.  ‘ 

— Dofleur-Regent  de  la  Faculte  de  Paris. 

_ J Confeiller  d’Etat  ordinaire,  & premier  Medecin 
1 du  Roi. 

|-Do6teurde  I’Univerfite  de  Montpellier,  de  la  Fa- 
.j  culte  Royale  des  Sciences  de  la  mdme  ville,  & 

L ancien  Profe/Teur  de  la  Faculte  de  Valence. 

A Do61eur-Regent  de  la  Faculte  de  Paris,  Medecin. 

' S Confultant  du  Roi,  de  I’Academie  Royale  des 
L Infcriptions  & Belle's-Lettres. 

( Doaeur-Regem  de  la  Faculte  d?  Paris,  Confeil- 

V-  J Roi  & ProfelTeur  Royal  de  Medecin  au 

I College  Royal,  de  PAcademie  Roygle  des 
^ Sciences. 

M.  Daran  was  furgeon  to  the  French  army,  counfellor  of  date,  8cc.  &c. 
and  much  refpccfed  by  the  faculty  compoling  the  Royal  Academy  of  Surgery 
at  Pans,  to  which  learned  body  he  introduced  me  near  thirty  years  a<^o,  and 
particularly  to  M.  Saiancr,  Moreau,  Louis,  &c.  ^c.  M.  Daran  was  intimate 
vith  my  late  worthy  fnend  George  Whatley,  Efq.  treafurer  to  our  Found- 
ImgHofpUal,  whole  whole  life  was  fpent  in  the  moft  generous a6ts  ofhuma- 
nity  and  benevolence:  he  had  ferved  Daran  at  Marfetlles,  1744,  and  it  was 

ever  gratefully  acknowledged.  I have  fome  of  the  original  bougies,  made 
*t  that  period.  , 

'•  - JOYEUSF, 


B.^lieu  (de), 
Bertrand,  - 
Bouilhac, 

Bouniols,  I 

‘ / 

Boyer,  — 

Bruhiee,  

Cantwel,  

Casamajor,  

Chicoyneau, 

COME.ALUSIER, 

f 

Falcon&t, 

Ferrein, 


Jussieu  (de),  — < 
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JoYEUst,  — Mifdecin  ordinaire’des  Galcres.-;  , . ' : 

' pEcuyer,  Confeiller,  Secretaire  du  Roi,  Mau 

fon  & Coiirortne  de  France,  & de  fes  Finances, 
Dodleur  de  Montpellier  & de  Paris,  Profefleur 
en  Botaniqlie  au  Jardin  Royal  des  Plantes,  de 
_ I’Academie  Royale  des  Sciences,  & Membre  de 
L Societes  Royales  de  Londres  & de  Berlin.  . 

{Dofteur-Regent  de  la  Faculty  de  Paris,  apcien  Mel 
dccin  ordinaire  dll  Chatelet,  & ordinaire  del’Ho- 
tel-Dieu,  & de  I’Hdpital  Royal  de  la  Charit^  de 


Hoc  (le),  — — 


Medalon- 


Michel,  — 


Molin,  — 


Moreau, 

Mo  U RET, 
Nihell. 
Plunkett. 
Pousse,  fere, 


Paris 

{Confeiller  de  la  Medecine  du  Roi,  & de  fa  Com- 
pagnie  des  Cent-SuilTes,  ancien  Medecin  des 
Camps  & Armees  du  Roi. 

IDofleur  de  la  Faculte  de  Montpellier,  aggregd 
au  College  des  Medecins  de  Marfeille,  8c  Me- 
decin  du  Lazaret  de  Purge. 

Dodteur  de  la  Faculte  de  Montpellier,  8c  Medecin.? 
Confu^tant  du  Roi. 

Confeiller  du  Roi,  &fon  Medecin  ordinaire. 
Mddecin  de  I’Hopital  de  Tarafcbn. 


Pousse,  fils,  — 


Dodleur-Regent  de  la  Faculte  de  Paris, 
r Dodlcur-Regent  de  la  Faculte  de  Paris,  ancien 
1 Profelfeur  de  Chiriirgie,  & Cenfeuf  Royal. 

A Dodleur- Regent  de  la  Faculte  de  Paris,  ancien 
Procope  Couteaux,’<  Profefleur  des  Ecoles,  & aftuellemeht  Profefleur 

L de  Chirurgie  en  Langue  Franjoife. 
Dodleur-Regent  de  la  Faculte  de  Paris. 

Dodleur  de  la  Faculty  de  Montpellier,  & Medecin- 
Confultant  du  Roi. 

^Dodteur  - Regent  de  la  Faculte  de  Paris, 
Confeiller  Medecin  ordinaire  du  Roi  en  fon 
V.  Grand  Gonfeil,  & en  la  Prevdte  de  France. 
Dodleur-Regent  de  la  Faculte  de  Paris. 


Rabours  (de),  — 

SiDOBRE,  — 

Thieullier  (le), — 
Vernage,  . — 


L.ijle  Alphabitique  des  Chirurgiens. 
messieurs 

^ r Chirurgien  de  Saint  Come,  & Cliirurgien-Majot 
I des  Gendarmes  de  la  Garde  du  Roi. 

— — Chirurgien  Jure  de  Paris. 

— — Maltrc  Chirurgien  Jure  de  S.  C6me. 

— . _ Maitre  Chirurgien  Jure  de  Saint  C6me. 

t Maitre  Chirurgien  de  S.  Come,  Chirurgien  ordl- 
aoisCAiLLAUD,  — -j  naire  du  Roi  par  quartier,  & fon  premier  ChU 
l rurgien  ordinaire  en  furvivance. 

* Boudou, 


Bagieu,  — — 

Benomont,  

Bergerot, 

Biag  (de), 


Boudou,  — — 
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r Chifurgien  dfe  S.  C6tne,  & Chirurgienen  chefdc 
L THotel-Dieu  de  Paris. 


Boyer,  — ■ • 
Casaubon,  . 
Cassaing, 
Castaignet, 

Dalbon, 
Darius,  — . 


Daviel,  — ^ ^ 


Desport,  — . 

Dulattier,  i — 

Dupony,  — 
Facet,  — — 

Faye  (de  la), 

Foubert,  I — 

Godefroy,  — 
Grave  (la), 


Haye  (de  la),  — 


IIevin,  — • — — , 


Houstet,  - 
Jallet,  — - 
Loustaunau, 
LouXto, 


^ r Ci-devant  Chirurgien  - Major  des  Grenadiers  i 
L Cheval  de  Sa  Majefte  Catholique. 

— Chirurgien  Jure  de  S.  Come. 

f Chirurgien  Jure  a Paris,  & Chirurgien  du  Roi, 
t & ordinaire  en  fa  grande  Artillerie. 

■ — Maitre  Chirurgien  de  Paris. 

{Maitre  en  Chirurgie,  Confeiller  du  Roi,  Infpec- 
teur  des  BoifTons,  ancien  Chirurgien  de  S.  M. 
en  fon  Artillerie. 

{Maitre  en  Chirurgie,'  Membre  de  1’ Academic 
Royale  de  Chirurgie. 

Maitre-es-Arts,  Chirurgien  Jure  de  Marfeille, 
entretenii  fur  les  Galeres  du  Roi,  de  1’ Academic 
Royale  des  Sciences  de  Touloufe,  Affocie  cor. 
refpondant  de  celle  de  Chirurgie  de  Paris, 
Membre  de  I’lnflitut  des  Sciences  de  Bologne, 
ProfelTeur  & Demonftj-ateur  Royal  de  Chirur- 
gie d Marfeille. 

{Chirurgien  de  la  Reine,  & Chirurgien-Major  des 
Camps  & Armees  du  Roi.  , 

{Ancien  Chirurgien-Major  des  Armees  du  Roi,  & 
Aide-Major  de  la  Charite  de  Paris. 

— Maitre  Chirurgien  de  Saint  Cqme. 

— Maitre  Chirurgien  de  S.  Come,  & de  la  Reine. 
De  I’Academie  Royale  de  Chirurgie,  Demonftra- 
teur  Royal  pour  les  operations,  ancien  Chirur- 
gien  des  Camps  & Armees  de  S.  M. 
r Maitre  en  Chirurgie,  Chirurgien  ordinaire  du 
•—  < Roi  en  fa  Cour  de  Parlement,  & ancien  Chi- 
^ rurgien-Major  de  I’Hopital  de  la  Charite. 

— Maitre  Chirurgien  de  Saint  Come, 

{Maitre  en  Chirurgie,  & Chirurgien  ordinaire  du 
Roi  en  fon  Artillerie. 

^Maitre  en  Cliirurgie,  ancien.  Pre-vot  de  fa  Com- 
pagnie.  Sc  Membre  de  I’Academie  Royale  de 
L Chirurgie. 

^Premier  Chirurgien  de  Madame  la  Dauphine, 
J Maitre,  Demondrateur  Royal,  & Secretaire  de 
j I’Academie  Royale  de  Chirurgie  pour  les  cor- 
''  refpondances, 

Chirurgien  de  I’Academie  Royale  de  Chirurgie. 
Chirurgien  de  S,  Come. 

Chirurgien  du  Roi  & des  Enfans  de  France. 
Chirurgien  Jure  de  S.  Cdipe. 
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Chirurgien  Jure,  & ordinaire  du  Roi  en  fa  Cour 
de  Parlement. 

Chirurgien  Jure  de  Saint  Come,  & Chirurgien  de 
feu  S,  A.  R.  M.  le  Due  d’Orleans,  Regent. 

Maltre  en  Chirurgie  & Membre  de  I’Academie 
Royale  de  Chirurgie . 

Maltre  en  Chirurgie  a Paris,  de  I’Academie 
Royale  des  Sciences  & de  celle  de  Chirurgie, 
Cenfeur  Royal. 

Maltre  Chirurgien  Jure  de  Saint  Come,  & Doyen 
de  la  Compagnie. 

Ci-devant  premier  Chirurgien,  & Medecin-X3on- 
fultant  du  Roi.  , 

Chirurgien  privilegie  du  Roi  pour  les  Maladies 
fecrettes. 

Chirurgien-Major  des  Gardes,  8c  de  M.  le  Grand 
Marechal  dela  Couronne  de  Pologne. 

Chirurgien  de  la  Prevdtede  I’Hotel  du  Roil 

Cliirurgien  Jure  de  Saint  Come,  & Chirurgien- 
Major  des  Gardes  du  Corps  du  Roi. 

Chirurgien  de  Saint  Come. 

Maltre  Chirurgien  Jure  delavillede  Montpellier. 

Chirurgien  Jure,  & Prevot  de  S.  Come  dans  la 
ville  de  Paris. 

Chirurgien  Jure  a Paris, 


APPROBATION. 

» * 

J’ai  lu  par  ofdre  de  Monfeigneur  le  Garde  des  Sceaux  les  Ohjer^vationt 
Chirurgtcales fur  les  Maladies  de  I'Urethre  trahees fuiasant  ane  nowvelle  Mhhode^ 
par  M.  Daran,  cinquienie  Edition,  Cet  Ouvrage,  deja  fort  connu,  merite 
d’dtre  imprime  par  les  bonnes  Obfervations  qu’il  contient.  A Paris,  ce  14 
Juin  1779. 

, Sue,  Cenfeur  Royal. 

De  plus,  j’ai  lu  par  ordre  de  Monfeigneur  le  Garde  des  Sceaux,  un 
Manuferit  portant  pour  titre  : Compnfition  des  Remedes  employh  par  M.  Daraa 
dans  les  Maladies  de  I'Urethre.  Nous  penfons  que  le  Public  recevra  avec 
plaifir  8c  reconnoilTance  pour  I’Auteur  un  Repiede  fi  utile  a I’humanito. 
A-Paris,  ce  21  Juillet  1779. 

Sue. 
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RECAPITULATION  OF  THE  WORK. 

origin,  progrefs,  improvements,  and  treatment  of  every 
fpecies  of  venereal  infedion  have  been  difculTed,  as  far  as 
tliis  performance  admitted.  Animadverfions  on  deftrudive  prirr- 
ciples  and  pradice,  new  or  old  revived  chimerical  projeds,  have 
been  profufely  introduced,  Antivenereal  remedies,  whether 
openly  avowed  and  regular,  or  fecret  and  irregular,  have  been 
pxamined  and  criticifed.  The  reafons  for  never  treating  any 
venereal  infedion  without  mercury,  and  the  neceility  of  banilhing 
powerful  falivations,  are  fubmitted  to  the  confideration  of  the 
learned  and  experienced  in  the  medical  profellion they  are 
founded  in  reiterated  obfervation,  and  admitted  by  the  moil  able 
praditioners  in  Europe.  The  merits  of  mild  fuccefsful  pradices 
and, the  additional  force  of  mineral  alteratives  in  complex  venereal 
cafes,  according  to  circumflances,  conftitutions,  feafons,  and 
climates,  are  energetically  inculcated.  Many  original  and  appro-? 
priate  prefcriptions  have  been  cornmunicated,  for  the  different 
purpofes  of  pradice  in  tbe  variety  of  circumflances  that  occur. 
The  fuperior  utility  of  fumigations  and  of  many  methods  of  treat- 
ment has  been  defended,  which  fleeting  whimfical  hypothefis,  or 
which  inexperience  or  prefumption,  had  rafhly  decried,  without 
any  pradical  knowledge  of  their  importance.  Aflringent  injec- 
tions have  been  demonflrably  proved  the  principal  caufe  of  ure- 
thral obflrudions  and  ftridure.  Mild  methods  of  treating  fuch 
cafes,  with  fafety  and  fuccefs,  have  been  ardently  recommended 
and  fully  authenticated.  Cauftic  bougies,  applied  tq  the  urethra 
under  pretence  of  removing  ftridures,  have  been  fhown  not  only 
inadequate  to  their  intentions,  but  often  dreadfully  deflrudive  in 
fheir  confequences.  When  radical  cures  have  been  confidently 
promifed  by  the  cauflicators,  and  credited  with  the  warmefl  hopes 
and  expedations  by  the  deluded  patients,  additional  mifery,  per- 
manent fufferings,  or  a dreadful  death,  have  been  too  often  the 
confequences  of  the  tormenting  delufion.  The  methods  of  alle- 
viating the  horrid  miferies,  which  cauftics  produce  when  applied 
to  the  exquifitely  fenfible  urethra,  are  laflly  introduced,  and 
many  caufes  of  impotence  from  urethral  complaints  explained. 
The  whole  work  is  interfperfed  with  fentiments  and  refledions 
on  many  defeds  of  the  art,  and  wjhat  appeared  the  moll  effedual 

means 
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means  of  their  removal,  by  a learned  and  pra^lcal  education,  fuch 
as  Boerhaave,  Hoffman,  Heifter,  and  other  diftinguiflied  phyli- 
cians  and  furgeons  have  pofTeffed  and  inculcated  *.  Thefe  doc- 
trines are  chiefly  intended  for  the  ferious  perufal  and  contempla- 
tion of  ftudents;  and  the  inexperienced,  and  all,  who  have  been 
deluded  by  thofe  and  other  late  chimerical  fallacies,  which  h^vc 
^rged  the  neceflity  of  the  prefent  animadverfions, 

COKCLUSION,  See, 

Having  now  difeharged  a duty  to  the  profeflion,  and  to  the 
public,  from  whom,  through  a long  life,  fo  much  confidence  and 
prote61ion  have  been  experienced,  a fhort  paufe  may  be  requifite. 
— An  apology  may  be  thought  expedient. — An  apology  fhould 
be  offereu  for  the  free  cenfures  advanced ; the  frequent  repetitions 
of  which,  to  fome  readers,  may  prove  difguftfiil.  To  the  learned 
and  well-informed  many  parts  may  be  thought  redundant ; but  to 
thofe  who  are  inexperienced,  and  have  yet  their  profefTion  to 
learn,  a work  cannot  be  too  explicit  or  inftru£live.  There  ap- 
peared but  two  modes  of  procedure  on  the  prefent  occafion  ; 
either  filently  to  fuffer  a continuance  of  dreadful  injuries  to  fo- 
ciety ; or  to  openly  expofe  their  evil  tendency.  The  former 
would  have  been  pufillanimous  and  iniquitous  ; the  latter,  there- 
fore, has  been  adopted,  in  order  to  reform  fome  of  thofe  ferious 
abufes,  that  have  been  revived  or  forced  into  the  art  with  more 
fpecioufnefs  and  rafhnefs  than  truth. 

The  cenfures  are  not  levelled  againfl;  any  particular  praflitio- 
ners  ; but  formed  on  the  broad  bafis  of  general  and  public  titility. 
Medical  men  fliould  live  in  the  utmoft  harmony  and  efleem,  and 
never  feel  offended  for  difference  of  opinion.  Fads  alone  fhould 
decide,  and  fagely  dired  their  pradical  condud.  An  affedion, 
a warm  affedion  for  the  excellent  art  of  furgery,  and  a fincerc 
regard  for  its  honour,  prompted  the  abfolute  neceffity  of  the  pje- 

* The  art  of  furgery  is  not  fo  barren  of  intelligence,  if  the  ancient  and 
many  excellent  moderns  be  examined,  as  fome  felf-created  furgeons  have 
pronounced.  This  may  be  eafily  proved  by  only  referringto  the  furgery  of 
Hippocrates,  Cclfus,  &c.  Pare,  Dionis,  Heifter,  Sharp,  Le  Dran,  &c.  &c. 
As  to  medical  education,  the  erudite  Boerhaave’s  Methodds  discendi 
Medicinam  may  be  ftudied,  a work  replete  with  folid  learning,  &c.  &c 
which  no  age  has  equalled.  Schola  MediciNjE  maybe  likewife  con- 
fulled,  as  it  contains  the  more  recent  difeoveries  abridged,  See.  See. 
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fent  publication.  Numerous  praairioners,  both  m town  and 
country,  are  well  informed  of  the  deleterious  eifeas  announced, 
and  foiue  may  be  found,  more  capable  of  treating  the fe  important 
fubjeas.  Many,  who  vehemently  condemn  in  private  converfa- 
tion  the  praaices  impeached,  flirink'  from  the  ungrateful  talk  of 
publicly  expofmg  the  direful  confequences.  Several  have  ex> 
preffed  an  impatient  defire  to  fee  the  recited  errors  brought  forth 
to  public  view,  and,  if  pollible,  bani/hed;  yet  they  Ihift  the 
ONUS  sc^iBENDi  On  any  Ihoulders  except  their  own. — So  let  it 
be.  It  IS  more  laudable  to  attempt  to  ferve  the  public  with 
moderate  talents,  than  to  fufFer  horrid  mifery  to  be  infliaed  on 
mankind,  under  the  feducing  appearance  of  thegreateft  benefits. 

It  would  argue  great  apathy  and  negligence,  after  immenfc 
experience,  joined  to  an  ardent  attachment  to  the  art  for  above 
forty  years,  not  to  prefent  all  the  fruits  of  conftant  induftry  and 
attentive  inquiry.  It  will  appear,  on  refleaion,  that  I come 
not  to  deftroy,  but  to  fave. 

A feriotis  and  interefting  duty  is  now  fulfilled;  a duty  in- 
difpenfably  due  to  the  public  ; to  the  profefiion  ; to  humanity! 

The  moft  cogent  reafons  have  been  afligned,  why  aflringent 
injeftions,  pow^erful  falivations,  and  cauftic  bougies  fhould  be 
banilhed  for  ever  from  the  pradlice  of  furgery. 

Thofe,  who  have  been  attached  to  the  ufe  of  aflringent  injec- 
tions, have  been  proved  to  be  the  ringleaders  of  the  moft  terrible 
evils,  either  immediate  or  remote,  that  ever  afflidled  mankind. 
Relinquilh,  then,  that  favourite  pradUce,  that  injurious  preju- 
dice : thus  will  urethral  flridlures  daily  be  reduced  in  number, 
and,  in  time,  be  heard  of  no  more  ! 

As  the  evils  of  urethral  flridlures  mull  occur  fo  Ions  as  the 
cfFeds  of  aflringent  injedlions,  or  other  mal-pradtices  continue  ; 
let  not  the  cruel  violent  modes  of  burning  the  rnofl  fufceptible 
parts  of  man  be  adopted  for  their  removal  *. 

Let 

* A didinguifhed  nobleman  wasfaid  to  be  perfe6lly  cured  by  the  burning 
cauftic — pus,  fanies,  and  different  coloured  matter  is  daily  voided  with  the 
urine,  with  additional  callofities  in  moft  parts  of  the  urethra. 

Such  are  the  pretended  cures,  many  inftaiTces  of  which  I bave  feen.  A 
fervant  of  the  fame  nobleman  loft  his  life  by  the,cauftic. — Whilft  I am  writ- 
ing tips,  a clergyman  is  prefent,  who  unhappily  had  tlie  cauftic  repeatedly 

applied. 
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Let  not  the  age  of  Arcagathijs  return  again  with  rcdouhled 
fury  ; that  inexorable  monfter  of  a furgeon,  who  was  baniflied 
Rome  for  barbarities,  for  the  unheard-df  barbarities  of  fnriOufly 
running  through  the  city,  cutting  and  burning  whomfbever  his 
rapacious  hands  could  feize  on.  Exclude  favage  ferocity,  from 
the  art ; for  he  is  the  moll:  excellent  furgeon,  who  performs  the 
greateft  number  of  cures  with  the  feweft  cruel  operations. 

It  may  be  expedled  that  this  work,  however  diddated  by 
humanity,  mull  produce  private  enemies,  who  will',  fecretly 
whifper  what  they  dare  not  openly  avow.  A man  accullomed  to 
the  detradion  of  malevolence  for  public  benefits  has  little  to 
apprehend  ; but  mankind  fhould  be  warned  how  they  receive 
calumniating  infinuations  inftead  of  truth.  In  this  liberal  fcience 
let  not  the  proverb  be  applied,  figulus  figulum  odit,-  me- 
dicos MEDicuM.  However  events  may  happen,  it  can  only  be  - 
faid,  that,  unlefs  provoked,  many  additional  proofs  of  the  mif- 
chievous  tendency  of  the  cenfiired  dodrines  fliall  eveir  be,  fup- 
prefied  ; but  if  forced,  by  any  defence  of  the  pradice,  they  lhall 
appear  in  all  their  hideous  colours. 

May  profound  fcience,  prudence,  and  humanity  ever  join 
hands  in  the  moll  ufeful  of  arts!  May  furgery  and  all  tho  branches 
of  medicine,  under  the  guidance  of  reafon,  daily  improve  and 
flourilh  until  time  fliall  be  no  more  1 

applied,  in  the  courfe  of  two  or  three  years;  the  original  c;aufe  of  his 
ftricture  was  the  application  of  afiringent  injections,  when  a youtth  at  Eton- 
The  ufe  of  cauftic  has  rendered  him  truly  miferable,  who  was  hut  flightly 
fo  before. 

A gentleman  had  a cauftic  lately  applied  to  the  urethra;  coUl  fliiverings 
followed,  and  he  died  in'a  few  hours) 


THE  END. 


Printed  byS.  GosnelI.,- 
Little  Gluecn  Street, ^London. 
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Some  Account  of  the  ’Nature,  Extent,  and  Utility,  of  the  foregoing  Work, 

'T’O  promote  the  eafier  acquifition  of  true  medical  Lienee,  to  render  the 
"*■  art  lefs  conjeiSlural,  and  to  diffule  its  humane  benefits  through  all  the 
earth,  were  the  firft  motives  that  Itrenuoully  impelled  the  author  to  at- 
tempt writing  the  prefent  extenfivework  in  Latin. 

The  principal  impediments  to  ul'eful  medical  fiudies  are  the  multiplicity 
of  authors,  and  the  variety  and  contrariety  of  opinions  with  which  the  art 
liipera bounds.  Profeflbrs  ufually  make  a great  difplay  of  apparent  erudi- 
tion' by  diffulive  lebfures,  by  the  introduction  ot  an  immenfe  number  of 
volumes,  and  juvenile  vanity  is  fiequently  gratified  by  a free  accefs  to  large 
libraries.  The  inceiTamly  reading  books,  collefting  ancient  and  modem 
opinions,  and  a promptitude  in  oeiieying  doftrines,  have. been  confidered 
as  ftudying  medicine  ; but  a ftndeo:  wiv  '.vrites  down  the  fymptoms  of  dif- 
eafes,  their  modern  and  moll  iudicioiis  reirmcnt,  and  the  events,  in  an  hoL 
pital  of  full  praiflice,  will  compic  .nd  more  ot  the  art  in  twelve  months, 
than  the  moft  induflrious  univeiiity  icholar  can  ever  acquire.  The 
former,  when  under  the  inf;.  ‘Lon  of  an  able  and  experienc . J preceptor, 
who  liberally  communicates  rb  - f.ithli;!  refiilt  of  Jong  and  adlual  ob- 
i'ervatioii,  prefently  obtains  a pr.  clicvi!  kn.  wledge  of  the  extent  and  power 
of  the  art,  determined  by  abioiute  facts:  but  the  wader  through  ftupendous 
volumes  of  frequent  repetitions,  if  any  exce'lence  fiiould  occur,  unlefs  he 
unite  praflical  remaiks  on  numerous  difeaJes,  by  ocular  demonftration, 
he  is  incapable  of  fclecling  the  molt  important,  or  of  feparating  the  pure 
metal  from  the  fcoria  with  which  it  is  obicnred,  or  often  furrounded.* 
Tbefe  conlidcrations  induced  the  Author  to  attempt  to  concentrate  the 
ufeful  knoivledge  oi  ancients  and  moderns  in  the  Hiftoria  and  Schola  Me- 
dicina  ; that  m.edieal  preceptors  might  convey  fcience  with  lefa  circumlo- 
cution, and  that  Undents,  by  being  early  and  brielly  informed  of  the  pad 
and  prefent  ftates  of  medicine,  might  induflrioufly  begin  improvements 
wherever  they  found  defeifts  ; and  thus  by  daily  acceflions  of  fcience  gaip 
that  degree  of  perfec'lion  which  every  luimane  praftitioner  mull  devoutly- 
wifli.  Learned  and  refleding  phylicians  are  never  too  proud  to  improve. -j* 

Many  writers  rc.-ifon  well  and  praflife  ill,  by  depending  bn  inefficacious  medicines, 
f Ko  inconfidcrnblc  p.art  of  the  prefent  work  was  arranged  and  written  whilft  the  .author 
was  attending  his  terms  at  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford,  but  various  ohfervtitions  have  aiifen  from 
the  author’s  travels  into  /tot  climates,  when  in  his  Mhjefty’s  fervlcc,  from  1760  to  1761:  and 
through  moft  parts  of  Europe,  afterward,  to  infpcA  the  excellence  or  defc£ls  of  medical  educa- 
tion and  prafticc  in  the  principal  vnitierfaks  and  hofpitals',  tind  he  Is  convinced  from  forty 
years  ftudy,  experience,  and  refledtion,  that  theory  without  praaicc  is  like  a body  without  unima- 
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IN  THE  HISTORY 

Plate  I.  gives  feme  idea  of  the  Egyptian  religious  opinions  as  connecned 
with  medicine,  &c.  irom  the  famous  antique  Tabula  lliaca  vel  Bembina. 

Plate  II.  III.  IV.  V.  VI.  contain  medals,  rings,  ike.  Greek  and  Roman, 
on  which  the  deities  preliding  over  medicine  are  exhibited  with  a chronolo- 
gical table  from  the  earlieft  accounts  to  the  prefent  a;r3,  of  all  the  diftin- 
guiflied  perfonages  in  philofophy  and  medicine,  &c.  in  three  or  four 
columns. 

IN  THE  ANATOMICAL  PART. 

Plate  I.  contains  a very  elegant  male  and  female  figure,  drawn  by  I\Tr. 
Edwards,  of  the  Royal  Academy,  and  engraved  by  that  excellent  a,rtilf, 
Mr.  Sharp,  to  exjflain  the  external  parts,  &c. 

Plate  *1.  Two  figures  with  the  references  to  the  former  plate  oppofite 
to  the  page  of  Greek  defeription,  and  referring  to  the  Latin  defeription,  &c. 

Plate  11.  lliews  the  conftituent  parts  of  the  human  body,'  with  the  de- 
feription in  Greek  and  Latin. 

Plate  III.  is  of  the  bones  and  their  jiindures,  connexions,  &c.  with 
CrcH’ and  Latin  deferiptions. 

Plates  IV.  and  V.  fliew  the  front  and  back  view  of  the  human  Ikeleton, 
with  Greek  and  Latin  deferiptions. 

Plate  VI.  deferibes  various  bones  with  Greek  and  Latin  deferiptions. 

Plate  VII.  fliews  a fide  view  of  the  human  ikeleton,  a foetal  Ikeleton, 
with  the  differences  between  the  infant  and  adult,  and  the  teeth. 

Plate  VIII.  Exhibits  the  parts  compoling  mufcles,  examined  with  a 
ttiicrofcope,  as  an  introduXion  to  myology. 

Plate  IX.  a front  view  of  the  mufcles,  the  references  in  the  oppofite 
fuigle  page,  with  the  na?nes,  origin,  infertion,  and  u[e,  in  three  columns  dif- 
tir\Xly •exemplified,  fo  that  the  fludent  with  the  greateft  facility,  efpecially 
if  he  dilfeX  with  the  plates  before  him,  mufl:  obtain  a per.edt  knowledge 
of  all  mufcular  motion. 

Plates  X.  XT.  XII.  XIIT.  XIV.  XV.  XVI.  fliew  the  fecond,  third,  and 
fourth  layer  of  mufcles  in  the  fore  and  back  view,  with  references  in  fmgle 
pages  to  each  plate. 

Plate  XVII.  A view  of  the  mufcles  of  the  whole  body  laterally. 

Plate  XVIII.  fliews  various  mufcles  not  reducible  under  the  former  nine 
plates.  After  this  the  myology  is  completed  with  the  manner  of  difleXing 
mulcles,  and  the  different  fubjeXs  nccelfary  to  be  chofen  by  the  anatomili 
for  prejiaring  the  bones,  mufcles,  nerves,  injeXions,  &c.  with  many  ufe- 
ful  rules  to  be  oblerved  in  anatomical  Ihidies  and  difi’eXions. 

Jlngiologia,  or  the  knowledge  of  veflels,  which  are  arteries,  fangui- 
ferous  veins,  and  lymphatic  veffels ; thefe  are  all  perfpicuoufly  exhibited  in 
three  columns,  in  a manner  entirely  new. 

Plates  XlX.  XX.  are  front  and  back  views  of  the  arteries  of  the  whole 
body,  as  they  appear  when  injeXed. 

Plate  XXI.  is  a view  of  all  the  veins  of  the  whole  human  body,  with  a 
reference  in  one  page  fliewing  the  origin  in  extremities,  their  various  direc- 
tions and  terminations,  <kc.  in  the  manner  the  blood  pafles  from  all  the 
veins  to  the  cava. 

Plate  XXII.  is  of  the  lymphatic  glands  and  laXeal  veflels,  by  which  is 
fliewn  how  nutrition  is  performecl  ; by  laXeal  abibrption  and  paflag? 
of  the  chyle  to  the  thoracic  duX,  fubXavian  vein,  &c.  &c. 

Plate  XXIII.  is  a whole  elegant  figure  drawn  by  Paillou,  reprefenting 
the  lymphatic  glands  and  the  lymphatic  veflels  of  the  whole  human  body, 
explained  in  three  columns  under  the  heads  of  name  and  feats  of  glands-— 
vafa  inferentia — and  vafa  effercjitla,  by  which  a complete  knowledge  of 
the  whole  lymphatic  fyflem,  its  difeafes,  &c,  is  eafily  acquired. 
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ADENOLOGTA,  or  an  EXPLANATION  of  the  GLANDS, 

Contains  all  the  ancient  opinions  and  modern  difcoveries  of  the  glands 

of  every  fpecies,  their  fituations  and  ufes.  i i 

A confpeftus  of  all  the  glands  in  three  columns,  under  the  neaos  or 

name  and  feat — habit — funftion. 

NEUROLOGIA,  or  DOCTRINE  of  the  NERVES. 

The  ancient  and  modern  opinions  of  the  nerves,  containing  extracts  m 
Greek  and  Latin  from  Rufus  Ephejtus — Herophilus  Erafiftiauis-— 
lenus  — Oribafius  — T^efalius  — Eiiftachius  — Lcatwenboek"  Wilhs  ■ 

Winnow— Monro,  fen.— Whytt— Haller— Meckel— Zinn— A olcati 

— Pater  de  la  Torre — Prochafka — Alex.  Monro,  jun.  Walkei,  and  lome 
new  ideas  of  the  prefent  author  on  the  nerves,  &c. 

Plate  XXIV.  is  a complete  feinion,  as  laige  as  life,  of  the  bafis  of  the  cra- 
nium, Eiewing  the  origin  and  dire£tion  of  the  nerves  to  the  fenlitive  or- 
gans, &c. 

Plate  XXV.  Hiews  the  bafis  of  the  brain  or  cerebrum  with  the  veffels. 

Plate  XXVI.  The  plexus  of  the  cerebrum,  corpus  callofum,  corpora 
firiata,  thalami  nervorum  opticornm,  jiineal  gland,  &c.  &c. 

Plate  XXVII.  The  arteries  of  the  brain,  &c.  of  the  full  fize. 

■ Plate  XXVIII.  Of  the  medullary  fpine,  pineal  gland,  &c.  a complete 
treatife  of  the  brain  and  all  its  parts,  with  a comparative  view  of  the  weight 
of  the  brains  of  moll  animals,  with  the  weight  of  their  bodies,  including 
man,  &c.  to  afcertain  the  different  quantity  of  brain  each  animal  poffclTes 
compared  with  man. 

Of  the  cerebellum,  medulla  oblongata,  fpinalis,  &c. 

Plates  XXIX.  and  XXX.  exhibit  the  ganglions  of  nerves  and  funiculi.  _ 

Plate  XXXI.  Ihews  the  component  paits  of  nerves  magnified  by  a mi- 
crofeope  in  thirteen  figures. 

The  velfels  of  the  cerebrum,  cerebellum,  and  medullary  fpine. 

Plate  XXXII.  as  large  as  life,  fliewing  the  intercoRal  cervical  nerve,  or 
fympatheticum  magnum,  ganglions,  &c.  proceeding  to  the  heart. 

Plate  XXXIII.  A reftrence  plate  to  the  foregoing,  as  large  as  life. 

Plate  XXXIV.  fliews  the  nerves  of  the  right  fide 
with  two  more  figures  of  ganglions,  &c.  nerves,  &c. 

ScBio  ftcuncla  ScholiS  Medicitue  Uninjerfalis  Nova, 

NEUROLOGIA  continued. 

Plate  XXXV.  large  as  life,  or  further  explication  of  Plate  XXXIIL 
&C.  of  arteries,  veins,  nerves,  ganglions,  mufdes,  &c.  nervous  ramifica- 
tions, &sc. 

Plate  XXXVI.  A complete  view  of  the  nerves  of  the  thorax  and  abdo- 
men, &c.  large. 

Plate  XXXVI.  (a)  A reference  plate  to  the  former,  very  large  flieet. 

Plate  XXXVII.  fliews  the  ca.>liac  ganglion,  mefenteric  plexus,  and  right 
hypogaftric  nerves,  with  veins,  arteries,  vertebra:,  &c. 

Plate  XXXVII.  (2)  is  a large  reference  plate  to  the  former. 

Plate  XXXVIII.  Nervum  lympatheticum  magnum  and  par  o£tavum  in 
the  left  fide,  &c. 

Plate  XXXVIII.  (2)  The  reference  plate  to  the  former,  large. 

Plate  XXXiX.  exhibits  the  nerves  of  the  liver  and  ftomachfrom  the  con- 
flux of  the  right  and  left  ca;liac  ganglions,  &c.  &c. 

Plate  XXXIX'.  (2)  Large  reference  plate  to  the  laft.  The  mode  of 
diflefting  and  preparing  the  nerves  for  anatomical  demonflration  fully  ex- 
plained. Thefe  reprefentations  of  all  the  nervous  fyftetn  are  moll  beau- 
tifully drawn  and  engrttved. 
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SPLANCHNOLOGIA. 


the  bloo^  and  Inftly,  the  organs  of  fhe  renfer  *’  °f 

livei  e^l"  i,MeV  “ inteftincs,  &c.  being  removed.)  The 
. e«ek*^'  t>a<ider,’  large 

Differences  between  the  adult  and  the  embryo. 

On  the  eye,  and  DOCTRINE  of  VISION, 
figures!  “''d  humors  of  the  eye  in  five 

Plate  XLIII.  fliews  the  nerves  of  the  bulb  of  the  eve  veffelti  K-  onn 
? 'p?  oj^halmicum,  with  the  ciliary  nerves,  &c.  ’ ’ g‘  ■ 

rKr  ir  exhibits  the  membrana  coronis  ciliaris,  by  which  is  ioined 

IWeibomfusirph^^^^  arteries- 

PEtP  Yt  V &c.  in  ten  figures, 

turn  nhV  '■  of  the  tunics  of  the  eye,  reticulum  choroidi  inftra- 

Eonulusof  the  iris,  &c.  in  fix  figures. 

figures.  '‘eP'orentation  of  the  heart  injeded  with  wax  in  two 

hefrr&f.^^^^^’  circulation  of  tfie  blood,  the  valves  of  the  . 

cnlyY^iSo  firg!iy°7c 

.4SSfcrTe!!:,od!'*‘'“' 

PHYSIOLOGIA. 


The  pplanation  of  the  fundionS  and  adions  of  all  the  parts  of  the 
living  or  animated  human  body.  ’ P^irs  oi  me 

greatly  abridged,  and  yet  is  amplc,as 
^ T n ^ of  View  in  three  columns,  from  which 

l e excluded  all  idle  hypothefes  and  vain  fpeculations’;  iiiidcr'the  heads  of 
phyfiology— fchoha—pathology— by  which  at  one  view  are  feen  the  doc- 
tiinesof  the  parts  ?nd  fundions,  the  real  caiifes  of  their  adion,  as  far  as 
himian  underfiandmg  extends,  and  their  appearances  after  death  from 
clileales,  winch  form  the  foundation  of  morbid  caufes. 

voiYe^^  larynx,  or  the  organs  of  fwallowingj 

Plate  L.  Of  the  organ  of  hearing, 
plate  L.  (2)  Reference  plate  to  the  former. 

Plate  LI.  Of  the  omentum,  iiitellines,  &c. 

Plate  Lll.  Second  plate  of  the  fame  with  the  bile,  duds,  &c. 

IlateLIII.  The  genital  parts  of  men. 

Plate  LiV.  The  genital  parts  of  women. 

An  cpitorayof  phyliology  for  junior  ftudents. 

The  plates  in  the  Schola  Medicine,  including  reference  plates,  amount 
to  lixty-lix,  elegantly  engraved  by  capital  artills,  amongft  whom  will  be 
ound  s larp,  Royce,  Cooke,  &c.  The  bones  and  inulcles,  arterial  and 
venal  fyllems,  are  particularly  defigned  for  furgery  Ifudents,  and  the  whole 
work  for  thofe  who  wifli  to  become  learned  phyficians.  The  various 
p.ates  of  the  nerves,  their  ganglions,  connexions,  plexus’s,  &c.  &c.  of  alj 
-fie  principal  parts  of  tihc  human  body  are  particularly  intcrefting  to  every 
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either  direftly  of  parts,  or  indireaiy  by  fympatby.  In  thefe  minute  m- 
verti nations  many  hundreds  of  references  in  the  reference  pla  es  lead  tne 
fludious  pupil  graJatlm  to  a profound  knowledge  of  the  minuteit  cau  es  o 
all  difl'erent  human  fenfations  and  figns  of  difeafcs,  arranged  and  exhibited 
in  fuch  a manner  as  to  leave,  it  is  hoped,  a durable  imprelhon  on  the  mmd, 
ready  on  all  occafions  to  be  ufefully  applied  to  medical  practice. 

Infliort,  xheSchola  Med'icina  is  calculated  to  anlwer  the  molt  ample  pm 
pofes  of  inltruftion ; to  render  moft  other  books  iinnecefTary,  as  far  as 
fa£li  and  juft  reafoning  extend ; and,  to  early  forti.iy  the  juvenile  mmd 
ao’ainft  thole  frothy  conjeftural  effulions,  which  too  often,  pro  tempore^  in- 
jure thePa:onian  art.  It  muftbelubmittedto  the  difeernment  of  the  learned 
and  candid,  to  determine  on  its  probable  utility,  by  conlidering  the  labour 
of  the  arrangement  and  execution,  and  by  complying  the  practical  ule  ot 
the  i>chola  Medk'ma  with  any  other  fingle  prodiuHion  extant. 

The  arrangement  of  the  work,  its  gradual  execution,  the  flow  progrels 
of  the  drawings  and  engravings,  with  which  the  letter-prels  was  fiecpiently 
eblio’ed  to  keep  pace,  have  conlumed  a period  of  above  twenty- five  years,  as 
far  a1  the  aulbor’s  other  writings,  and  an  extenfive  medical  praftiee  w'ould 
permit.  It  was  written  in  Latin,  that  it  might  become  more  univerlally  ufe- 
ful  to  all  nations.  The  Pile,  it  is  hojied,  is  perfpicuous,  concife,  and  in- 
telli<^ible  ; thofe  who  have  neglefted  their  Latin,  may,  perhaps,  find  this 
performance  ufeful  in  regaining,  vvhat  may,  in  fome  mtafiiie,  have  been 
loft,  and  the  junior  Ifudents,  it  is  lioped,  will  be  incited  to  pnifue  their 
ftudies  in  the  learned  languages,  which  will  amply  reward  their  labours, 
and  aive  additional  luftre  to  that  profeflion,  in  which  they  flioulJ  attempt 
epccelfence  as  members.  It  is  the  duty  of  every  phyficinn  to  leave  the  art 
better  than  he  found  it,  by  dedicating  to  ftudy,  the  idle  hours  confumed  in 
amufements.  Dillipation  is  aiw'ays  inimical  to  leiious  iefie£fioiia 


The  intended  mode  of  publication. 

The  work  was  originally  intended  to  be  publilhed  by  fubfeription,  and 
his  Majefty,  above  twenty  years  ago,  was  gracioiifly  pleafed  to  promife 
royal  protedion  on  perufing  the  original  plan  : however,  the  impolfibility 
of  foreleeiiog  whether  the  Author,  during  life,  could  accomphfli  fuch 
an  undertaking,  induced  him  to  avoid  folicitinglubfcriptions,  but  the  objed 
has  been  ardently  purlued,  and  is  now  completed,  as  an  elegant  and  ufeful 
library  book  for  the  nobility,  gentry,  phyficians,  &c.  &c. 

A work  of  this  defeription,  calculated  for  the  erudite  claftes  of  fociety, 
cannot  be  expeded  to  be  encouraged,  as  books  of  more  univcpial  topics 
and' reading.  The  Author  conceives  that  the  Schola  Medicince  may  be  very 
ufeful  to,  and  moft  likely  to  be  encouraged  by  the  following  ranks  : 

‘ I.  By  all  noblemen,  gentlemen,  and  artifts,  who  efteem  literature,  the  fine 
and  uleful  arts,  as  fubjeds  of  curiofity,  inftmdion,  or  pleafure. 

2.  By  all  judges,  counfellors,  magiftrates,  and  ftuclents  of  the  law'  ; 
as  it  may  enable  thele  gentlemen  to  examine,  learnedly,  in  criminal  cafes 
of  murder,  &c.  and  by  that  means  prevent  the  convidiou  of  the  innocent, 
w'hich  has  happened  from  the  want  of  fuch  knowledge,  in  many  inftances. 

3.  By  the  heads  of  the  church,  and  divines,  who  may  be  enabled,  by 
their  acquaintance  with  the  wonderful  ftrudure  of  man,  to  more  ef- 
fedually  coiwbat  and  overthrow,  by  folid  arguments,  thofe  who  affect 
atheinu. 

4.  By  all  ftudents  of  univerfitics,  who  may  reap  advantages  by  the 
ftudy  of  anatomy,  and  by  every  private  country  gentleman,  who  will  find 
a knowledge  of  anatomy  uleful,  as  it  may  prove  ferviceable  to  himfelf, 
family,  friends,  or  neighbours. 

5.  By  all  the  medical  profefTion,  to  whom  the  knowledge  of  anatomy, 
pbyfiology,  &c.  cannot  be  difpenfed  with,  and  a book  which  can  facilitate 
thefe  ftiidics  muft  be  ufeful  to  the  whole  profeflion,  either  as  a dirednr 

ft.  The 
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f>.  The  Author  propofes  to  publiai  the  work  with  the  firjl fine  irntreffiont 
fj' the  platfSy  under  the  tollovving  conditions : 

CONDITIONS. 

I.  Tlie  txvo  volumes  in  quarto  are  ready  to  be  delivered  at  the  author’s 
horde,  Xq  fubfafihers,  on  paying  four  guineas  and  a half,  bound  in  boards. 

II.  To  lublcribers  only  will  be  given  an  En'gUfi:  tran/lation  of  all  re- 
ferences to  the  fixty-fix  copper-plates,  on  Aiewing  the  fuhfcription  receipt, 
in  the  conrie  of  fix  months  from  the  prefent  time  j this  Englifli  tranlla- 
tion  will  contain  a complete  anatomy  of  the  human  body,  &c.  abridged. 

III.  After  the  fubfcribeis  in  Greac-Britain  have  been  provided  with  the 
work,  the  remaining  copies  will  moft  probably  be  fent  to  the  continent. 

IV.  The  fubfeription  under  the  above  conditions  will  be  open  two  years 
from  the  prefent  date,  May  i,  1796,  when  the  price  will  be  advanced. 

The  price  of  the  work  muft  appear  to  all  judges  of  the  beautiful  en- 
gravings, &c.  to  be  c[uite  inadequate  to  the  author’s  expenfe  and  labour, 
for  each  plate,  at  the  prefent  price,  does  not  exceed  One  Shilling  and  Six- 
pence, a lum  lower  than  a common  vulgar  print. 

It  is  req^uefted,  that  all  fubferibers  will  be  fo  obliging  as  to  fend  their 
names,  and  places  of  abode,  that  they  may  be  added  to  the  Royal,  noble, 
honourable,  and  profeffional  encouragers  of  the  Schola  Medicince  Utiiver- 
fialis  Nova. 


. ^ •- 


The  neceffity  and  utility  of  this  work,  it  is  prefumed,  will  be  acknow- 
ledged, when  it  be  confidered,  that  no  one  book  comprehending  anatomi- 
cal plates,  with  references  to  each  in  one  page  of  letter  prefs,  and  a com- 
plete phyliology  and  pathology  exhibited  at  one  view,  by  that  run 

parallel,  has  ever  yet  been  publiflied.  The  labour  of  confulting  various 
writings  feparately,  would  require  fuch  a colledfion,  that  the  expenfe  is 
enormous,  and  the  advantages  to  pupils  doubtful,  thiongb  the  great 
errors  in  their  arrangement.  Many'  writers  of  former  woiks  have  rather 
wilhed  to  appear  fplcndid  than  ufeful,  and  mueh  time  has  been  loft  in 
cndlefs  repetitions  of  flying  from  the  copper-plate  xo  x\\z  references  \ from 
the  references  to  the  copper-plate:  the  tedioirinefs  of  which  mode  of  con- 
veying initruftion  is  often  conlidered  by  ftndents  lo  prolix,  or  difficult, 
that  ignorance  is  preferred,  Irequentlv,  to  fcience,  when  obtained,  only', 
by  fuch  laborious  means.  All  thefe  diflicvilties  are  now  obviated.  In  the 
prefent  performance,  all  that  is  contained  in  each  plate,  is  comprefted 
into  one  concife  page  of  letter-prefs,  oppofite,  by  being  printed  in  a fmall 
type,  eaft  exprefsiy  for  the  purpole,  and  each  jjage  is  divided  into  columns, 
in  fuch  a manner,  as  not  only  to  give  an  exaCi;  defeription  of  the  parts 
viewed,  but  likewife  their  connexions,  ufes,  &c.  in  fliorr,  wliat  is  the 
refiilt  of  the  moft  tedious  and  laborious  Ihidv  is  here  contained,  frequently, 
in  a fliort  fentence,  or  felf-evident  propofttion  ; thus  into  a fmall  coiupafs  is 
reduced,  all  that  is  necefl'ary  to  be  known  or  remembered,  when  applied 
to  the  medical,  chirurgical,  or  olfictric  art.  By  thefe  means  hath  fixty-fix 
pages  contradfed  all  that  is  neceflaiy  to  be  comprehended  in  anatomy',  except, 
tliat  the  nerves,  their  ganglions,  tkc.  have  leqiiiied  longer  deferiptions. 
Belides  this  eoneife  and  uiefnl  arrangement,  there  is  an  anatomy 

and  phyfiology,  containing  the  whole  modern  knowledge.  To  render,  ' 
however,  the  woik  more  important,  it  contains  a more  dift'nfive  defeription, 
for  the  life  of  leXiirei's,  teachers,  or  profefl'ors,  planned  and  executed  in 
I'Hch  a manner,  that  all  which  is  ufefnl  in  the  large  volumes  of  anatomical 
wi'irers,  &c.  will  here  be  found,  without  that  prolixity  for  which  many 
authors  and  leXurers  have  been  fo  jnftly  cenfnred,  by'  all  w'ho^'ould  wifli  to  _ 
plVvficiaii  who  woufcl  willi  to  account  for  the  various  lympfOms  of  difeafej, 

✓ - , 
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facilitate  inftrufl'Ion,  and  render  the  deapeft  erudition  of  the  art  acceffible  t» 
all  capacities.  To  all  junior  ftudents  it  may  be  an  introduaion  previous  to 
hearing  leaures,  and  afterward,  the  companion  of  the  difleamg  room  ; 
to  thofe  who  have  palled  through  their  ftudies,  it  may  prove  a very  concifc 
and  ufefiil  recapitulator,  by  the  exhibition  of  thofe  anatomical  prepara-? 
tions  and  facls,  from  which  all  adlual  and  dcmonftrative  knowledge  was 
acquired  requisite  for  fuccefsful  praaice. 

The  pra£Ucal  Jlpplicalion  of  the  Schola  Medicina:. 

I.  For  acquiring  anatomical  knowledge  and  phyfiology. 

■ Gn  viewing  the  print,  with  or  without  anatomical  pieparations,  let  the 
engraving  be  examiired,  or  compared  with  the  7-cal  lubjta,  and  the  writ- 
ten defeription,  conneaion,  and  ule  of  the  part,  be  read  in  the  Schola, 
Medkince : by  this  pi  occdure,  it  is  impoffible  not  to  eafily  comorehend, 
in  a very  Ihort  time,  the  anatomical  ilriiaure,  fituation,  and  ufe  ot  every 
part  of  the  human  body.* 

JI.  In  phyfiology,,  let  the  pupil  read  the  defeription  and  ute  of  any 
part  oi\fnn<ftion  in  the  firf  column,,  and  the  fcholja,  or  realoning,  if  any’, 
in  the  fecond  column,  by  which  is  readily  acquired  the  nature,,  aSlion,  povoevy 
and  utility  of  any  part,  or  parts,  din  ing  life. 

III.  In  p-nthology,  the  knowledge  ot  difeafes  will  be  eafily  afeertained 
by  direding  the  eye  to  the  ihird  column  of  any  part,  where  will  be  found 
the  appearances,  from  dijfedlions,  after  death.  Thus  blending,  in  one 
vie'.v,  the  aftiial  living  functions,  the  reafonings  refulting,  and  t'ne  vifiblc 
defeifts  of  all  the  parts  of  the  human  body,  poft  mortem,  a complete 
knowledge  of  the  real  caufes  of  molt  difeafes  may  be  acquired,  without 
having  recourfe  to  the  imaginary’  conceits  ot  dubitable  hypothefis. 

IV.  In  the  rational  praCtice  of  pliyfic,  furgery,  and  midwifery’. 

The  previous  fcience  already  deferibed,  leads  the  practitioner  to  reflefl 
on  the  politive  danger,  difficulties,  or  probable  facility  of  operations,  or 
of  curing  difeafes  ; by  which  knowledge  a rational  cure  may  be  preferihed 
from  the  knovon  efficacy  of  remedies,  &c.  and  the  refiftance  to  be  expeCted 
is  afeertained  in  various  individual  cafes.  It  is  impoffible  for  a phyfician 
to  rationally  cure  a difeafe,  without  comprehending  the  complicated  caufes  ; 
but  by'  penetrating  their  origin,  from  experience  in  former  inftances,  and 
by  having  obferved  the  appearances  after  death,  a phyfician  will  not  only 
judge  of  pad  profcffion.al  errors,  but  form  an  accurate  eftimare  of  all 
future  inquiries  and  improvements,  and  never  be  deluded  by  faith  in  the 
plaufible  deceptions  that  fo  often  dil'grace  the  art.  If  hofpital  pupils  take 
thefe  methods  to  obtain  real  knovcledgc,  and  if  they  keep  a journal  under  tlv 
hc3,6sr)i  name,  age,  /ymptonis,  difeafe,  remedies,  obfermations,  &c.  according  t> 
the  form  I have  recomir.ended  in  the  Mary 4e.-B one  Infirmary,  it  is  m- 

poffible  for  the  fiudious  not  to  well  comprehend  the  whole  arcana  oi  the.ue- 
dical  art,  in  the  fpace  of  two  or  three  years.  EXPERIENCE,  afte  this 
■folid  foundation,  forms  the  great  phy  fician,  and  he  will  be  the  GREATEST, 
who  is  convinced,  he  has,  through  life,  fomething  to  LEARN. 

Words  and  thini;s  arc  caficjl  uuffir,  and  licit  comprehended,  together.  The  attanment  of 
»11  languages,  aru,  and  Icicnccs,  is  quicker  acquired  by  fuch  means,  than  by  th  common 
Ilow  methods  of  communicating  knowledge,  which  oficner  darken  than  cnliglitec  Deftrip- 
lions,  however  well  exprtlTcd,  c.annot  convey  the  ideas  of  difeafe  fa  immediatelyjas  a view  of 
Dhc  fick.  At  tlic  St.  Mary -W- Bone  Infirmary,  I have  c/ajej  difeafes  in  a new  iianner,  in  fe- 
pa'at!  wards,  and  on  the  dov  of  each  is  written,  7i!ak,  or  female,  pulmonic,  fever,  chronic, 
fmcjH-pox,  chirurgical,  vena  cal,  cafucil,  chUdrem,  conv  tiefeent,  fs^c,  (sfc.  Tit  name  at  the  e«- 
trance  gives  the  genus  of  the  difeafe,  and  the  numerous  Tick,  within  each  -ry  ward,  give  the 
individual  varieties  of  every  fpecies.  The  preCciiptions  taken,  in  llic  nedical  department, 
amount  annually  to  above  20,000  : which  cxtenfive  pradlice,  arranged  ii  the  foregoing  man- 
ner, affords  pupils  a rapid  opportunity  of  comprchaiding  the  routine  of  ufedical  pradticc,  when 
united  with  other  .advantages.  Mr,  W.hiu,  ha;  difplayed  ,an  iincomnon  judgment  in  the 
P^an  of  this  humane  hofpital,  calculated  to  anfwcr  all  the  benefieent  puvpofes  of  the  no- 
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